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cma-ric  CONDITIONS 

February  was  an  average  winter  month.  Temperature  averaged  only 
•#i  &§gf©og  b§l©w  nomal  and  precipitation  was  ,05  iru  above  normal* 
inow  covered  the  ground  during  the  entire  month, thoopghnot  over  6” 

&©ep  Qn  th©  level  at  any  time.  Prevailing  winds  wore  southwoat  with 
* hVQfag©  velocity  of  16.7  miles  per  hr.  One  sleet  storm  ©oourrod  ©h 
th©  2Bth»  No^  below  zero  weather  was  reported  in  Buffalo^ 

In  ©ontrast  with  other  years  no  great  fluctuations  in  th©  temp® 
©ratur©  range  occurredyWiiithlthe  result  that  the  shallow  portions 
of  the  Niagara  River  and  the  »mud  of  the  Buffalo  Harbor  remained 
frozen  durihg  the  month. Gulls  visited  the  city  dumps  by  the  hundreds. 
Dabbling  dueks  ,scuh  as  Mallards,  Black  Ducks,  and  Pintails  seemed  to 
have  difficulty  in  obtaining  food,  .nd  gathered  in  groups  at  the  few 
feedin^reViinin^  open..  Except  for  the  usual  migration  of  Pr^  irie  Horned 
Larks, no  narked  migratory  movement  was  apparent. 

W  •  #  \  X 

* 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

^  * 

Herring  Gulls  have  remained  hero  in  groat  numbers, and  the  follow¬ 
ing  data  on  gulls  may  be  of  interest. 

»  $e<2/y 

Days  reported  Greatest  number  • 


Herring  Gull 

28 

about  2500 

Glaucous  Gull 

11 

3 

Iceland  Gull 

7 

1 

Kuril i on r s  Gull 

6 

1 

Great  Black  Backed  Gull 

21 

26* 

Ring-billed  Gull 

5 

2 

The  26  th  Great  BlaLckrj3*jcA'c*jL  Gulls  were  observed  Eeb.  9th,  in 
Buffalo  Harhor, (Savage ) . 


One  or  two /Redheads  and  &ing-necked  dueks  have  been  seen  with  a 
larger  number  of  Canvasbacks  and  Scaups  near  the  foot  of  Porter  Ave. 
during  modt  of  the  month. 

Feb. 7th,  Cardinal  and  Cooper's  Hawk  no  r  Silver  Creek ( Beardslee ) 

Goshawk  near  new  Gr-.nd  Island  Bridge  (  Mitchell) 

.  « 

Feb.  9th, Northern  Shrike^^est  of  Lockport (Ulrich ) 

Feb. 10th, Trip  to  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  attended  by  12  members.  18  species 
observed,  including  god-t  Hied  Hawk,  Sparrow  Hawk,  2  Pileated  Wood¬ 
peckers,  (apparently  excavating  nesting  hole), 2  Barred  Owls,  2  Great 
horned  Owls,  (nest  with  one  egg)t600  Snow  Bftntings.1  Lanland  T.nn^-mrr- 
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1  eb 12  th 


Feb 


14 th, Robin 
Feoy 17th, 


Redheaded  Woo  dp 
at 


^uf  falo- 


j.ne  on 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb, 


cker  at  Olcott  (  Bear dele 9. 

- { Mr  s .  Ecklcr ) . 

Robin  at  Buffalo - (Dark in) ,  (Who  also 

Jan.  6th  and  Jan c 23d.) 

17th, Lapland  Long spur  on  Grand  Island  (S  avage) 

23rd.  One  was  report;!  a';  Hamburg - (Bourne). 

20th,  Mourning  Rove  near  Opeensbon  Ont .  (Larkin). 


sa^ 


Feb, 2 4th, February  Bird  Ce.bHos— .0  spioies  reported  by  9  observers. 


I i st  f  ollows : 

Mallard  2,  Redlegged  and  ncmmon  Blank  Dunks  250 , Redheaded  2,  Canvas 
back  33,  Greater  and  lesser  8  caup  Ducks  33,  RingOnecked  Duck  2, 
American  Golden-eye  250,  Buffle-hcad  6,  01. d  S  quaw  ,  A  merican  Mergan 
ser  23,  Red-breasted  Merganser  5.  Red-tailed  hawk  1,S  parrow  Hawk.  1, 
Ruffed  Grouse  1 , Ring-necked  Pheasant  .12,  Glauc&ou  s  Gull  3, Iceland  Gull.  1, 
Kumlien* s  Gull  1, Great  Black  Backed  Gull  15,  Herring  Gull  2200,  Great' 
Horned  Owl  2,  Hairy  Woodpecker  3,  Downey  Woodpecker  12,  Pileated  Wood* 
pecker  1,  Prairie  Horned  Lark  134, Crow  20,  Black-capped  Chickadee21, 

W  hi te- breasted  Nuthatch  15,  Brown  Creeper  11,  S  tar ling  190,  English 
sparrow  48,  S  late  Colored  Junco  35,  Tree  S  parrow  15,  Song  Sparrow  2, 


Feb.  26th, Robin  near  Hertel  A  ve.  Buffalo - (Mansfield). 

Feb. 27th,  12  Bufflehead  near  Be ace  Bridge,  Not  over  2  or  3  observed 
together  earlier  this  winter  .(Mitchell) 


*  ** 


A  roost  of  about  8000  crows  has  been  located  near  Cambria  Station, 
west  of  Lockport  and  another  smaller  one  near  Dunkirk.  Ther  e  id  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  a  third  one  in  either  the  vicinity  of  W  estfield  or 
Ripley (Ulrich  and  Miss  Sherman). 

On  Bardli  2nd,  a  Belted  Kingfisher  at  Delaware  Park  Lake  (McDonald) 
Mar. 3d,  A  nother  Great  Horned  Owl's  nest  located,  Goldfinch  and 
Barred  Owl  seen  at  Oak  Orchard  (H.&R. Eckler ) 

Mar.  3d.  A  V/Hite— winged  S  coter  in  Buffalo  Harbor  near  end  of 
Donnelly’s  Pier (Mitchell) 

Mar. 5th,  Killdeer  at  Ellicot  Creek,  To nawanda  (Boardslee) 

Mar. 6th, A  s  we  '  go  to  ;^ess,  a  number  of  Robins  reported  in  Buffalo 
This  is, an  early  date  for  such  reports. 

Har.6#h,  Bluebird  at  East  a  urora. 

Total  Number  of  Speeches  so  far  reported  in  1935 - 65. 

*  *  * 


NOTES 

The  editor  acknowledges  receipt  of  letter  from  Dr.  W.H.  Bergtold 
of  Denver^iCOlo.  ,  congratulating  us  on  our  now  Publication. 

Mr.W.^*.  Guynes  of  Erie.  Pa.,  reports  that  the  2  Mute  S&vans  were 
still  in  Erie  Bay(Feb.  17th)  and  that  one  was  caught  in  a  muskrat 
trap, but  after  several  attempts  ,  was  captured  and  released  from  the 
trap.  A  .bout  25  W  histling  Swan  have  also  been  in  Erie  Bay,  and  on 
Feb, 6th,  7  0  anada  Geese  were  seen  there.  On  Feb.  16th  a  Great  Blue 
Heron  was  seen. 


■ 
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NOTES  CONTINUED 

T  he  Editor  acknowledges  letters  from  Mr. A  .2.  Erooks  and  Mr.  Tom 
S  hields  of  the  Brooks  Bird  Club,  Wheeling, ft, VA  ,  , and  would  say  that 
we  will  be  glad  to  exchange  with  the  "Redstart11. 

We  have  just  received  from  Hr.  G»P,Van  Sscltine  a  list  of  winter 
birds  and  also  of  migrants  at  Geneva, IT. Y,  , with  earliest  recorded 
dates  on  the  migrants,  members  will  be  interested  to  compare  these 
dates  with  our  own. 

The  contest  for  a  name  for  our  publication  was  won  by  Mrs.  Eckler , 
who  cuL  .it tec';"  The  Frothonotary"  „  This  name  seems  particularly  approp¬ 
riate.  On  Hay  11,1930  A  lice  Sherman,  Bertha  S  chwenger,  Alfred  Wandox 
of  our  society  first  discovered  the  Protbonotory  Warblers  at  £0ak  § 
Orchard  S  wamp,  where  evefv  year  since  then  we  have  found  them  nest¬ 
ing.  This  is  apparently  the  most  northeastern  breeding  colony  of  this 
beautiful  warbler  on  record. 

A  t  our  February  13th.  meeting,  W  .A  .Davis  spoke  on  the  subject 
"  Gulls,  Glands,  and  Feathers."  He  quoted 

Li Hie (Journal  of  Exp.  Zoology , 1928)  who  showed  that: 

(1)  The  greater  the  concentration  of  the  secretion,  relative 
to  the  rate  of  growth,  the  wider  the  marking  would  be  across  the 
feather . 

(2)  The  longer  the  time  the  secretion  was  affective  ,  the 
longer  the  markings  would  be  along  the  feather. 

The  operation  of  these  laws  is  admirably  shown  on  gulls,  for 
their  simple  pattern  and  variant  shadings  of  darkness  and  wing  feat¬ 
hers  illustrate  the  gradings  of  glandular  secretions. 

It  has  been  shown  that  the  s®x  glands  give  off  the  secretion  wfyi 
which  causes  the  clear  white  head,  the  yellow  bill,  and  nesting  in¬ 
stincts  in  Herring  Gulls.  Without  these  ,  the  birds  would  have  the 
brownish  winter  head,  the  pale  bill  , and  would  not  tend  to  congregate 
at  the  nest  colony. 


Report  of  Statisticians  for  the  uear  1934  disclosed  that  the 
year’s  list  totalled  239  Species, compared  with  241  S  pecies  observed 
in  1933,  A  mong  the" high  lights"  of  1934  were 

(1)  The  migrati  on  of  Blue  Geese  and  S  now  Geese  on  or  about  Oct. 
29th. , when  they  were  recorded  for  several  points  in  our  territory  in 
flocks  of  from  6  up  to  300  or  more. 

(2)  The  occurrence  of  the  Northern  Raven  on  Oct.  19th  near  Sturgen/y 
Pt,  Lake  Erie, 

(3)  The  occurrence  of  the  Hudsonian  Godwit  on  Lay  28th  at  Pt.  Abino 
Ont . 

(4$)  The  dDLsaovery  of  the  nest  of  the  Piping  Plover  at  Shirkston,  Ont 
on  Hav  17th. 

(5)  The  occurrence  of  the  Kentucky  Warbler  in  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery, 
Buffalo,N.Y.  on  Lay  28th. 
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At  the  meeting  held  February  27th  hiss  Lynch  gave  us  a  t  Ik  on 
” Honing  of  the  birds, 11  She  read  from  several  articles  to  show  that 
while  the  adult  birds  often  return  to  nest  in  the  same  location  yequ 
after  year,  the  youh  seldom  nest  at  or  near  the  place  where  they 
were  hatched.  This  has  been  proved  by  banding  records. 

She  cited  several  very  interesting  authenticated  cases  concerning 
the  mating  habits  of  birds.  It  has  been  proved  that  many  individuals 
at  least  of  several  species  are  not  monogamous,  but  easily  transfer 
their  affections.  She  raised  the  question  whether  birds  returning  to 
their  home  nesting  sites  with  new  mates  have  deserted  their  former 
mates  while  sojourning  in  the  south. 

Her  remarks  concerning  acquired  characteristics  of  birds  was  very 
much  in  line  with  the  findings  of  the  behaviori sts. 

*  *  * 

EVENTS  SCHEDULED  FOR  ..ARCH,  1' 25 

meetings:  bar.  13  -  Pictures  taken  during  the  past  year  -  Hr.H.E. 

Eckler . 

bar.  27  -  Charting  of  migration  -  Hr .E. C. Ulrich. 

Plans  for  the  Duck  Census  -  Hr .R.M.Verrill. 
meetings  are  held  at  8  P.  at  the  buffalo  museum  of  Science. 

Field  Trips: 

Har.  10  -  Emery  Park,  Colden,  Cascade  Park,  etc. 

Call  Hr.T.  ..Kelly.  -  Tel.  Ri-2160. 

Leave:  8  A.  H.  Cor.  Hain  St.  &  Goodrich  St.  Will  be 

at  Elizabeth  Grove,  Emery  Park  about  9  to  9:30 

A  * 

Har.  24  -  monthly  Census,  Early  Duck  migration  -  ilr.H.D. 

Hitchell.-  Tel.  Un-8532 

Commencing  Wednesday  morning,  l.arch  13th  and  every  Wednesday 
thereafter  until  June,  we  will  meet  about  daybreak  in  Delaware  Park, 
Windsor  Rd.  Entrance.  It  is  intended  to  visit  Forest  Lawn  later,  if 
time  permits. .  Note:  Publication  of  this  monthly  program  makes  it 
unnecessary  to  mail  the  customary  post  cards  of  meetings  and  field 
trips. 


*  *  * 

EDITOR’S  NOTE 

In  order  that  this  publication  may  include  all  "up  to  the  minute” 
notes  and  records  of  interest,  coooerati on  of  all  members  is  request¬ 
ed  in  sending  such  information  to  the  editor  at  the  end  of  each  oonth. 

It  is  intended  to  publish  THE  PROTHCNOTARY  on  the  first  Wednesday 
of  each  month,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  possible. 

Dues  of  Active  and  Associate  members  cover  their  subscription. 
Corresponding  members  who  desire  to  receive  THE  PROTHONOTARY  are 
asked  to  contribute  fifty  cents  per  year  to  cover  their  share  of 
the  publication  and  mailing  expense.  _ 
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THE  PROTHONOTARY  is  published  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological 
Society,  a  Section  of  the  Puffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 

President  -  Clark  S.Beardslee  132  ‘.iCKinley  Ave.,  Kennore,  N.  Y, 
Vice-President  -  Alfred  D. Wander  175  Saranac  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 
Secretary  -  William  Vaughan  591  Ashland  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 
Treasurer  -  urs.  Lloyd  I.ansfield  44  Wingate  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 
Statisticians  -/Clark  S.Beardslee 

(.Harold  D.Aitchell 

Editor  (pro  ten)  -  Harold  D.Iiitchell  378  Crescent  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.Y 
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CLIMATIC  CONDITIONS 


March  this  year  was  much  warmer  than  usual,  averaging  5,1 
above  normal,  percipitation  was  .72  in.  below  normal.  Very 
little  snow  fell  during  the  month.  The  usual  March  winds 
were  in  evidence,  the  velocity  rising  to  68  mi. per  hr.  on  the 
17th. 


The  comparatively  mild  weather  brought  a  wave  of  early  bird 
migrants  to  the  Buffalo  area.  Arrivals  of  a  number  of  species 
were  reported  from  one  to  two  weeks  earlier  than  usual,  in 
fact,  the  migration  has  been  considerably  earlier  than  in  any 
recent  year.  _ _ 


MARCH 

3  - 

5  - 

6  - 

6  - 
8  - 
8  - 

10  - 


11  - 
12  - 

13  - 

14  - 
16  - 

18  - 
20  - 

22  - 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Great  Horned  Owl  nesting  at  Leroy  by  Hazelton  (Pixley) 
Killdeer  -  Nichols  school  Grounds,  Buffalo  (Vaughan) 

The  first  flock  of  Canada  Geese  (about  10)  at  Oak 
Orchard  (Madison) 

Wave  of  Robins,  at  Leroy,  by  Hazelton  (Pixley) 

Wave  of  Bluebirds,  at  Leroy  by  Hazelton  (Pixley) 

Bronzed  Grackle,  No.  Tonawanda  (Fischer) 

Ducks  appear  in  numbers,  e.g.  over  500  Canvasbacks,  75 
Mallards  and  500  Black  Ducks  and  a  few  Redheads  and 
Pintails  were  seen  on  trip  to  Grand  Island. 

First  Marsh  Hawk  seen  on  same  trip  (Verrill,  Wattles) 
Rusty  Blackbird,  Yorkshire  (Fischer).  Robins  fairly 
common. 

Trip  to  Emery  Park,  Glenwood  and  Cascade  Park  -  26 

species  including  2  pileated  Woodpeckers  (Emery  Park) 
and  1  Redwing  ( Springville )  (Kelly,  Robson,  Mitchell) 
Cowbird  &  Redwing,  Genesee  River  nr.  Avon  (Beardslee) 

10  Canada  Goose  and  pileated  Woodpecker,  Franklinville, 

( Amadon) 

Flock  snow  Buntings  and  a  few  Lapland  Longspurs  near  E. 
Aurora  (Kelly,  Mansfield) 

Whistling  swan,  Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

Several  more  seen  at  same  place  March  15th  and  16th. 

1  short-eared  Owl  -  Acacia  Park  (Kratzer) 

Meadowlark,  Tonawanda,  (Kelly,  Mansfield,  Sherman) 
Wilson’s  Snipe,  Delaware  park  (Davis) 

2  Red-eyed  Towhee,  near  Silver  Creek  (Beardslee) 
Bluebirds  now  fairly  common. 

1  Pied-billed  Grebe,  1  Whistling  swan, Clarence  "Sinks" 

1  Red-eyed  Towhee,  Buffalo  (Mansfield,  Brockner ) 

2  Red-headed  Woodpeckers,  Porterville  (Neumann) 

1  Horned  Grebe,  2  Hooded  Merganser,  Lilydale  (Mitchell) 
Blue -winged  Teal, Green-winged  Teal-Oak  Orchard ( Madison ) 
1  Broad-winged  Hawk,  5  Great  Blue  Heron  -  Oak  Orchard 

(Beardslee) 

Green-winged  Teal,  Franklinville  (Amadon) 
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1 
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68  Species  reported  by  11  members. 

List  follows:  First  figure  show  birds  observed  on  Lake 
Erie,  Niagara  River  and  Grand  Island, 

Second  Figure  shows  those  at  "Sinks"  and  at  Oak  Orchard 
Swamp,  and  at  other  inland  points: 


Pied-billed  Grebe 

0,4 

Bonaparte » s  Gull 

35,0 

Great  Blue  Heron 

2,1 

E.  Mourning  Dove 

4,1 

Whistling  swan 

192,1 

Great  Horned  Owl 

0,2 

(192  at  pt.  Colborne) 

N.  Flicker  (Davis) 

1,0 

Common  Canada  Goose 

1,526 

N*  Pileated  Woodpecker 

0,1 

Common  Mallard 

9,8 

(H.&R .Eckler ) 

Red-legged  &  Common 

E.  Hairy  Woodpecker 

0,3 

Duck 

438,51 

N.  Downy  Woodpecker 

4,9 

Baldpate 

24,24 

E.  Phoebe  (Eckler, 

Pintail 

94,1500 

Robson ) 

0,2 

Green-winged  Teal 

3,1 

Prairie  Horned  Lark 

16,12 

Blue -winged  Teal 

0,4 

N.  Blue  Jay 

0,2 

Redhead 

19,0 

Eastern  Crow 

18,135 

Ring-necked  Duck 

34,21 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

4,25 

Canvasback 

245,2 

White-breasted  Nuthatch  4,4 

Greater  &  Lesser 

Brown  Creeper 

1,2 

Scaup  Duck 

641,10 

E .  Robin 

190,120 

American  Golden  Eye 

1666,0 

E#  Bluebird 

9,17 

Bufflehead 

20,0 

E .  Golden-crownedKnight 

3,0 

Old  Squaw 

53,0 

( Brockner , Wattles ) 

Hooded  Merganser 

2,11 

Cedar  Waxwing  (Kelly) 

0,2 

American  Merganser 

166,2 

Northern  shrike ( savage )  1,0 

Red  Breasted  " 

60,0 

European  Starling 

250,300 

E*  Red-tailed  Hawk 

2,9 

English  Sparrow 

60,75 

N.  Red-shouldered 

0,4 

E.  Meadowlark 

9,30 

Marsh  Hawk 

3,6 

E.  Redwing 

55,132 

E.  Sparrow  Hawk 

5,3 

Rusty  Blackbird 

0,15 

Ring-necked  pheasant 

42,7 

Bronzed  Grackle 

35,92 

Killdeer 

5,10 

E*  Cowbird 

15,5 

Woodcock 

0,1 

S*Purple  Finch(Eckler ) 

0,2 

Wilson rs  Snipe 

0,1 

E.  Goldfinch 

2,2 

Glaucous  Gull (Savage) 

1,0 

Red-eyedTowhee ( Mint hern ) 0 , 1 

Iceland  Gull  (Savage) 

1,0 

E •Vespersparrow(  H.&R .E 

•  )  0 , 5 

Great  Bl -backed  Gull 

8,0 

Slate-colored  Junco 

25,32 

Herring  Gull 

430,17 

E.  Tree  sparrow 

15,18 

Ring-Billed  Gull 

14,2 

E.  Song  Sparrow 

220,170 

25-2  Holboell*s  Grebe  -  Buffalo  Harbor  (Mitchell) 

26  -  Whistling  swans  still  at  port  Colborne,  also 

1  European  Widgeon  (Savage) 

27-1  Pigeon  Hawk  -  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.  (Mitchell) 

27  -  American  Bittern  -  Oak  Orchard  (Madison) 

29  -  Hermit  Thrush  -  Point  Abino,  (Kelly,  Mansfield) 

2  Shoveller  -  Oak  Orchard  (Beardslee) 

Field  sparrow,  port  Colborne  (Verrill)  &  Sinks ,( Beardslee ) 
30-1  Wood  Duck  -  Oak  Orchard  ),  . 

1  Migrant  Shrike , -Harris  Hill  Rd.  ) l^attles >  Mitchell) 
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30  -  Fox  Sparrow  -  City  Hospital  Grounds  (Brockner) 

31  -  Red-headed  Woodpecker  -  Ellicott  Creek  park  (Mitchell) 

Turkey  Vulture,  Tree  Swallow-Oak  Orchard  (Sherman,  Ulrich) 

APRIL 

1  -  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet-Grand  Island  ( Vaughan, Verrill, Wattles ) 
3  -  Snow  Goose  (Subsp.?)  -  Oak  Orchard  (5  members) 


NOTES 

The  editor  acknowledges  receipt  of  letters  from  MV. John  Aldrich, 
The  Cleveland  Museum  of  Natural  Science,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Dean  Amadon,  Franklinville ,  N.  Y.  (Contributing  records) 

Mrs.  Kathryn  M.  Pixley,  Batavia,  N.  Y.  (Contributing  records) 

Mr.  W.  A.  Smith,  Lyndonville,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Aldrich  suggests  that  we  collect  enough  specimens  of  certain 
breeding  species  to  determine  definitely  their  exact  sub-specific 
status  in  our  territory.  He  has  been  doing  this  in  Cleveland  and 
vicinity  and  has  already  added  a  new  sub-species,  the  Ohio  House 
Wren. 

Mr.  Smith  tells  of  a  Snow  Goose  (subsp.?)  which  came  to  a  farm 
near  Lyndonville  during  the  migration  last  October  and  has  re¬ 
mained  there  all  winter,  mingling  with  the  domestic  geese. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  members  exercise  unusual  care  in 
approaching  the  pond  at  Mr.  Schmitt’s  sanctuary  at  Oak  Orchard,  in 
order  not  to  disturb  the  wild  geese  and  Ducks  which  are  being  fed 
there  during  the  spring  migration. 


MEETING  OF  MARCH  13,  1955 


This  year  the  members  of  the  Ornithological  Society  were  treated 
to  a  new  innovation  in  H.  E#  Eckler’s  photographical  triumphs  in 
the  form  of  motion  pictures.  Besides  viewing  many  excellent  slides, 
the  society  was  treated  to  the  speaker’s  first  action  pictures, all 
of  which  were  on  a  par  with  his  exceptional  work  with  the  still 
camera.  Many  excellent  shots  were  shown  of  0. Orchard  swamp 
which  of  course  interested  everybody  since  our  field  headquarters 
are  situated  there. 

The  pictures  of  prairie  Horned  Larks  along  Sheridan  Drive  were 
very  good  as  also  were  those  of  the  Black  Terns  at  their  nesting 
site  in  Oak  Orchard  swamp.  The  views  of  a  Florida  Gallinule 
approaching  its  nesting  site  also  evoked  favorable  comment.  With¬ 
out  a  doubt,  Mr.  Eckler’s  pictures  were  a  definite  contribution 


to  our  society’s  work, 


(Winston  Brockner) 


MEETING  OF  MARCH  27,  1935 

At  the  second  March  meeting  of  the  society,  Mr.  Ulrich  discuss¬ 
ed  bird  migration.  Reviewing  many  of  the  latest  findings  of 

migration  as  the  result  of  bird -banding,  he  cited  such  peculiar¬ 
ities  as  theeast-west  migration  of  several  species  of  Ducks.  By 
means  of  slides,  he  showed  the  major  migration  flyways  of  North 
American  birds,  and  also  the  increasing  daily  distance  covered  by 
migrating  birds  as  they  approach  their  breeding  grounds.  To  demon¬ 
strate  specific  examples  of  the  extent  of  migrations,  Mr.  Ulrich 
showed  maps  of  the  breeding  and  winter  ranges  of  familiar  species, 
as  well  as  their  migration  routes. 

(William  C.  Vaughan) 
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EVENTS  SCHEDULED  FOR  APRIL,  1935 

MEETINGS:  April  10  -  Effect  of  temperature  on  winter  Gull 

Population;  Mr.  William  C»  Vaughan. 

April  24  -  Warbler  Songs,  Interpretation  in  words; 

Mr.  H.  E.  Eckler. 

Meetings  are  held  at  8:00  P.  M.  at  the  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science. 

FIELD  TRIPS:  April  7  -  Annual  Spring  Duck  Census. 

NB.  It  is  desired  to  cover  as  much  of  our 
territory  as  possible  on  this  day.  If  you 
have  no  assignment,  call 

Mr.  R.M.  Verrill,  Tel.  DE-5105  or 
Mr.  C.S.  Beardslee,  Tel.  RI-4818 

April  13  &  14  -  Presque  Isle,  Erie,  Pa.  To  leave 

either  Saturday  noon  or  early  Sunday  morning; 
will  those  who  desire  to  go  on  this  trip 
please  notify  Mr.  Alfred  Wander,  Tel. DE -1200 
by  Friday  the  12th. 

April  28  -  Dunkirk  and  Gowanda:  to  observe  migrants  and 
if  we  are  fortunate  as  the  past  two  years  to 
observe  the  Hawk  migration.  Take  lunch. 

Miss  Alice  Sherman.  Tel:  DE-4559. 
Migration  has  started  in  our  city  parks. 

On  April  1  -2  Flicker,  2  Phoebe,  2  Fox  Sparrow,  1  Red-eyed  Towhee , 

2  Winter  Wren,  1  Hermit  Thrush  and  many  more  common 
birds  were  seen  in  Forest  Lawn. 

From  April  6  until  June,  early  morning  trips  will  be  scheduled  at 
6:00  A.  M.  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  morning,  for  the  special 
benefit  of  beginners  in  bird  study,  and  those  who  desire  to  learn 
more  about  identification  of  our  bird  migrants.  Meet  at  Windsor 

Road  entrance  to  Delaware  Park.  Forest  Lawn  will  also  be  visited 
if  time  permits.  Mr.  Verrill  has  kindly  consented  to  conduct  these 
trips  or  to  see  that  some  one  of  our  more  experienced  members  is 
there  in  his  place.  Sven  though  one  must  leave  by  8:00  ofcock, 
many  birds  may  be  observed  in  the  two-hour  period. 

EBITOW  NOTE 

In  order  that  this  publication  may  include  all  "up-to-the-minute” 
notes  and  records  of  interest,  cooperation  of  all  members  is  request¬ 
ed  in  sending  such  information  to  the  editor  at  the  end  of  each  month. 

Dues  of  Active  and  Associate  Members  cover  their  subscription. 
Corresponding  members  who  desire  to  receive  THE  PR0TK0N0TARY  are 
asked  to  contribute  fifty  cents  per  year  to  cover  their  share  of  the 
publication  and  mailing  expense. 

THE  PR0TH0N0TARY  is  published  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  society, 
a  section  of  the  Buffalo  society  of  Natural  sciences. 
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CLIMATIC  CONDITIONS 

Temperatures  in  April  averaged  1.8°  below  normal,  and  the  first 
twenty  days  of  the  month  gave  little  evidence  of  mild  spring 
weather,  A  week  of  mild  weather  was  then  followed  by  windy,  cool 
and  rainy  weather  at  the  end  of  the  month.  Only  one -third  of  the 
normal  amount  of  rain  fell  during  the  month,  and  over  half  of  this 
fell  in  the  last  two  days  of  the  month. 

Our  spring  bird  migration  was  perceptibly  slowed  down  by  the 
cold  weather  of  early  April,  The  one  warm  week  brought  in  a  wave 
of  migrants,  as  exemplified  by  a  list  of  100  species  reported  on 
the  28th,  including  eight  species  of  Warblers. 


APRIL 

4  - 

5  - 


6  - 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

American  Coot,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (savage) 

Kumlien* s  Gull  (last  report ) .Niagara  Falls (Mitchell, Wattles ) 
Great  Yellowlegs,  Niagara  Falls  (Mitchell,  Wattles) 

Pigeon  Hawk,  southwestern  Blvd.,  Hamburg  (Verrill) 

Savannah  sparrow,  point  Abino,  Ont.  (Kelly,  Mansfield) 

Swamp  Sparrow,  Oak  Orchard  (H.  &  R.  Eckler ) 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron,  Delaware  park  (McDonald) 

Purple  Martin,  Batavia  (Mrs.  pixley,  MX.  Lambert) 
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SPRING  DUCK  CENSUS 


7  -  Spring  Duck  Census  -  23  members  participated. 

86  species  observed  (85  last  year),  including  21  species  of 
Ducks  and  3733  individual  Ducks. 

Group  #1  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  to  Mohawk  Point 

(Mitchell,  Moore,  Robson,  Wattles) 

Group  jf 2  Oak  Orchard  swamp  ,  (H*  &  R.  Eckler,  Schwenger ) 
Group  § 3  Chautauqua  Lake.  Bear  Lake,  Barcelona,  Dunkirk, 
Cassadaga,  Gov;  and  a ,  (Sherman,  Ulrich,  verrill, 

Wander ) 

Group  #4  Grand  Island  (Beardslee,  Bruckner) 

Group  # 5  Tonawanda,  Amherst.  Clarence  "sinks"  T.&M* Kelly, 
Kratzer,  Mrs.  Mansfield.  Robert  Mansfield) 

Group  # 6  Niagara  River,  lake  Ontario  Shore  (savage) 

Group  $7  Franklinville ,  Cuba  Lake,  etc,  (Vaughan) 

Group  ff8  Buffalo  &  vicinity,  ( Larkin, Lynch, Pralatowski ) 
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List  of  Ducks,  Geese  and  Swans  observed  follows: 


By 

Group 

Numbers 

21 

Whistling  Swan 

1, 

6 

506 

Canada  Goose 

2, 

6 

40 

Common  Mallard 

2, 

4, 

6 

644 

(Red-legged  Black  Duck 

)l 

2 

3 . 

4 . 

5. 

6 

(Common  Black  Duck 

)  9 

^  9 

1 

Gadwall 

6, 

2 

European  Widgeon 

1, 

6> 

119 

Baldpate 

1, 

2, 

3, 

4, 

7 

331 

pintail 

1, 

2, 

4, 

5, 

6i 

7 

7 

Green-winged  Teal 

2, 

6 

28 

Blue -winged  Teal 

2, 

2 

Shoveller 

2, 

5 

Redhead 

1, 

6 

46 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1, 

5, 

3, 

6  > 

7 

216 

Canvasback 

1, 

4, 

6 

840 

(Greater  Scaup  Duck) 

1 

3 

4 

5 

7 

(Lesser  scaup  Duck  ) 

x  9 

u  9 

^  9 

°  9 

'  9 

887 

Amer.  Golden-eye 

1, 

3, 

4, 

3, 

6 

13 

Buf  fie -he  ad 

1, 

7 

177 

Old  spuaw 

1, 

4. 

0 

6 

10 

Hooded  Merganser 

2, 

7 

153 

American  Merganser 

1, 

4, 

6 

212 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

1, 

3, 

4, 

3, 

6, 

7 

APRIL 

7  -  Other  species  observed  included  3  Pied-billed  Grebe, 

1  Horned  Grebe  (Vaughan) 

1  American  Bittern  (Group  2), 

1  Black-crowned  Night  Heron  (Group  1) 

7  Turkey  Vulture 

1  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  (Group  3)  1  Cooper’s  Hawk  (verrill) 

6  Red-tailed  Hawk,  6  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  4  Rough-legged 

Hawk,  14  Marsh  Hawk,  13  sparrow  Hawk 
3  Coot,  2  Wilson  Snipe 

2  Iceland  Gull  (last  report,  Savage) 

1  Great  Horned  Owl  (Group  2) 

1  Red-headed  Woodpecker,  1  Yellow-bell ,sapsucker  (T. Kelly) 

1  Eastern  Cardinal,  3  purple  Martin,  1  Tufted  Titmouse 

(Group  3) 

2  Ruby-crowned  Knight  ( Group  3 ) 

3  Winter  Wren,  5  Hermit  Thrush,  5  Migrant  Shrike, 

10  -  Great  Black-backed  Gull  (Last  report)  Niagara  Falls, 

(Beardslee,  Mitchell) 

12  -  Common  Loom,  Cassadaga  Lake  (Savage) 

14  -  Erie  pa,  trip  called  off  - 

European  Widgeon,  Grand  island  (Mitchell,  R, verrill, Wattles ) 

20  -  Glaucous  Gull  (last  report)  Niagara  Falls ,( Brockner ,Somer- 

Bald  Eagle,  Batavia  (Mrs,  pixley)  side) 

Chipping  Sparrow,  Eden  (verrill) 

Grasshopper  sparrow,  Barn  swallow, Oak  Orchard  (H.&R*Eckler ) 

21  -  Common  Tern,  Grand  Island  (Brockner,  Mitchell,  Ulrich) 

and  at  Two-mile  Creek  (Mrs*  Kelly) 
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23  -  Upland  plover,  Franklinville  (Amadon) 

24  -  Rough-winged  swallow,  (Savage) 

25  -  Osprey,  Franklinville  (Amadon) 

26  -  European  (Hungarian)  Partridge,  Franklinville,  (Amadon) 

White-throated  Sparrow,  Lincoln  Park  (Vaughan) 

27  -  Bobolink,  Franklinville  (Amadon) 

Green  Heron,  Franklinville  (Amadon);  Oak  Orchard ( H.&R. Eckler ) 
Myrtle  Warbler,  Forest  Lawn  (Vaughan) 

Virginia  Rail,  Florida  Gallinule ,  Oak  Orchard  (H.  &  R.Eckler) 
Black  &  White  Warbler,  Oak  Orchard  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

Bank  swallow,  chimney  swift,  Canadian  shore  (Richard  Verrill, 

Wattles ) 

28  -  The  trip  to  Dunkirk,  Bear  Lake  and  Gowanda,  was  enjoyed  by 

14  members,  81  species  were  observed  on  this  trip  including 
8  Warbler,  2  Black  and  White,  5  Yellow,  1  Blackburnian, 

4  Black-throated  Green,  1  Northern  Pine,  6  Western  Palm, 

12  Myrtle  Warbler  and  2  Louisiana  Water  Thrush*  At  Dunkirk, 
a  Florida  Gallinule  was  picked  up,  dead,  near  the  beach,. 

A  Spotted  Sandpiper  at  Bear  Lake,  2  Cardinals  at  Gowanda 
3  purple  Finches,  2  House  Wrens,  2  Tufted  Titmouse  and  all 
the  Swallows,  except  the  Cliff,  were  among  other  species 
observed.  The  expected  Hawk  migration  did  not  materialize, 
only  about  25  Sharp-shin.  Hawks  being  observed,  and  no 
Buteos . 

Mr H*  Ho  Larkin  met  the  group  at  his  summer  home  on  the 
Lake  Shore  at  Evans,  where  many  of  the  Warblers  and  other 
migrants  were  observed.  Mr.  and  Mrs .  Larkin  invited  every¬ 
one  in  to  partake  of  coffee  and  toast,  and  their  hospitali¬ 
ty  v;as  deeply  appreciated  by  all. 

1  Spotted  Sandpiper  and  1  Osprey  were  observed  at  Cuba  Lake 

( Vaughan ) 

1  Brown  Thrasher  at  Franklinville  (Amadon) 

1  Whip-poor-will  at  East  Aurora.  (Wild) 

2  Sora  Rail  at  Oak  Orchard  (H.  &  R,  Eckler) 

MAY 

1-1  Nashville  Warbler,  Goat  Island  (Beardslee) 


NOTES 


The  editor  acknowledges  letter  from  Dr.  W«  H»  Bergtold  of 
Denver,  Col.  who  wonders  how  the  recent  severe  dust  storms  over 
the  west  have  affected  the  bird  life  of  that  region*  and  who  is 
watching  the  incoming  spring  migrants  to  see  what  story  they  may 

tell* 

Mr.  Dean  Amidon  writes  from  Franklinville ,.N.Y*  enclosing  records. 
Mr.  Henry  F.  Lambert  sends  records  from  Batavia,  N.  Y» 

Mr.  William  Wild  sends  records  from  East  Aurora,  N.  Y. 

Miss  Mabel  H.  James  writes  from  South  Wales,  concerning  some 
interesting  bird  notes. 

Mr,  Eckler  recently  visited  Lyndonville  and  saw  the  snow-Goose 
referred  to  by  Mr.  V/.  A.  Smith  in  last  month  Ts  PRO  THONOTARY . 
Measurements  of  the  bird  indicate  that  it  is  a  Lesser  Snow7  Goose. 
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It  is  always  a  source  of  inspiration  to  pick  up  a  news  sheet 
compiled  by  a  comtemporary  society.  The  spring  number  of  Audubon 
News,  published  by  the  Audubon  Society  of  Buffalo  oontains  many 
interesting  items.  Among  their  scheduled  trips  is  one  on  May  11, 
to  Cook  Forest  in  Pennsylvania  Mountains.  Mr.  Edward  C.  Avery 
tells  me  that  cook  Forest  is  an  ideal  spot  to  visit  in  late  spring 
and  that  it  offers  an  abudance  of  bird  life. 

From  April  25  copy  of  Cornell  Alumni  News,  we  learn  that 
Dr.  A.  A#  Allen  has  reported  the  finding  of  a  pair  of  the  rare 
Ivory-billed  Woodpeckers  in  the  Louisiana  swamps.  They  were 
photographed  and  recorded  on  the  sound  film,  and  painted  by 
Dr.  George  M.  Sutton. 

Dr.  Allen  says  that  when  they  played  the  records  of  the  Mocking¬ 
birds  song  in  a  certain  Georgia  garden,  all  the  Mockingbirds  from 
the  neighborhood  flew  frantically  about  and  peered  into  the  appar¬ 
atus  to  find  the  singer. 

MT.  Len  Bradley  of  the  N.  Y.  State  Conservation  Dept,  called  on 
May  3rd  to  receive  our  report  on  the  100  Bob  Y/hite  which  were  re¬ 
leased  on  Grand  Island  in  1931.  He  stated  that  734  birds  in  all 
had  been  sent  to  Erie  County  in  the  past  five  years.  Last  year  we 
had  reports  of  the  presence  of  Bob  V/hite  in  five  locations  on 
Grand  Island,  but  this  spring  they  have  been  reported  from  only 
two  locations  on  the  south  end  of  the  Island.  Members  are  request 
ed  to  be  on  the  watch  for  Bob  Y/hite,  as  it  seems  probable  that 
other  coveys  must  be  in  existence  near  the  north  end  of  Grand  Is. 


MEETING  OF  APRIL  10,  1955 

At  the  April  10th  meeting  of  the  society,  William  Vaughan  spoke 
on  "The  Effect  of  Temperature  on  the  V/inter  Gull  Population". 
Systematic  study  of  this  subject  has  convinced  Mr.  Vaughan  that 
temperature,  with  the  resultant  presence  or  absence  of  ice,  is  a 
major  factor  in  our  v/inter  Gull  population.  The  great  variation 
in  dates  of  departure  of  the  Bonaparte fs  Gull  in  the  late  fall 
and  winter;  the  scarcity  of  Ring-billed  Gulls  throughout  the 
winter;  the  dates  in  spring  and  fall  when  Herring  and  Ring-billed 
Gulls  are  equally  abundant  (average  April  10  and  Nov.  4);  and  the 
number  of  Iceland,  Glaucous,  Great  Black-backed,  and  Kumlien’s 
Gulls  drifting  down  from  the  far  North;  these  movements,  as  they 
are  affected  by  temperature,  were  all  dealt  with  in  an  exception¬ 
ally  interesting  and  well  prepared  talk. 

( C .  S.  Beai aslee ) 
MEETING  ~0FliPRlT  H34  71-955 

At  the  April  24th  meeting  of  the  Society,  Mrs.  Harlan  Eckler 
discussed  Warbler  Songs.  Besides  representing  the  birdrs  songs 
by  syllables  and  combination  of  letters ?  she  used  profusely  the 
graphic  method  of  interpreting  the  songs.  This  method,  developed 
and  used  by  Mr.  Aretas  A.  Saunders,  represents  the  different 
characteristics  of  the  song,  such  a  quality,  intensity,  pitch, 
and  general  character  by  different  line  methods.  His  system 
offers  a  means  whereby  these  most  difficult  of  bird  songs, 
scarely  audible,  may  be  more  easily  remembered.  Mrs.  Eckler  is 
to  be  congratulated  on  her  handling  of  the  subject. 

(Bertha  Schwenger) 
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EVENTS  SCHEDULED  FOR  MAY,  1955 


MEETINGS : 

May  8  -  plans  for  the  spring  Bird  census: 

Mr.  Clark  S.  Beardslee 

May  22  -  Out-of-doors  Meeting  -  Lincoln  Park, 
6:00  P.M.  -  Report  of  Spring  Census- 
Reports  of  Spring  Field  Observations 
by  members. 

Meetings  are  held  at  8:00  P.M*  at  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  science. 

FIELD  TRIPS: 

May  19  -  Annual  Spring  Census, 

N.B*  It  is  desirable  to  cover  as  much 
of  our  territory  as  possible  on  this 
day.  If  you  cannot  attend  the  meeting 
of  May  8, please  call  Mr .C *S .Beardslee , 
RI-4818  for  assignment  of  territory. 

Members  of  all  neighboring  bird  clubs 
are  cordially  invited  to  take  part  in 
this  census  with  us, 

Our  early  morning  trips  in  Delaware 
park  at  6:00  A.M.  on  Wednesday  and 
Saturday  mornings  continue  through 
May  and  early  June.  Meet  at  Windsor 
Road  entrance  to  the  Park. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE 

Within  our  territory  there  still  remain  many  regions  from  which 
we  would  welcome  reports  from  people  who  observe  birds  regularly. 
We  will  welcome  into  our  group  such  people  as  corresponding 
members,  who  will  also  receive  THE  PR0TH0N0TARY  each  month. 

Cost  is  50^  annually. 

THE  PR0TH0N0TARY  is  published  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological 
Society,  a  section  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences. 
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THE  MONTH 


in  comparison  with  former  years,  temperatures  in  May  averaged 
5.2°  below  normal,  and  on  only  five  days  was  the  temperature 
above  normal.  Total  precipitation  (2.08  in.)  was  only  two-thirds 
of  normal,  and  there  was  no  excessive  wind  during  the  month. 
The  uniformly  cool  fair  weather  and  absence  of  any  major  temper¬ 
ature  changes,  combined  to  make  a  late  and  scattered  migration, 
without  any  of  the  usual  "waves"  during  the  first  half  of  the 
.month.  Warblers,  although  late,  were  present  in  about  their 
normal  numbers,  but  Vireos  were  not  only  late  but  exceptionally 
scarce.  Although  a  number  of  rare  species  were  reported  during 
the  month,  none  was  more  surprising  than  the  late  records  of  the 
Great  Black-backed  Gull,  which  was  reported  as  late  as  June  3. 

Another  unusual  record  was  the  migration  of  a  large  number  of 
Hudsonian  Curlew,  on  the  25th  and  26th.  In  former  years  the  re¬ 
port  of  one  or  two  of  this  species  in  spring  was  considered  a 

good  record. 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

APRIL  ,  .  .  .  . 

24  -  White-throated  Sparrow,  silver  creek  (Beardslee  ) 

tt  »»  »*  Lincoln  Park  (pralatowski ) 

it  if  ♦»  Forest  Lawn  (Y/attles) 

26  -  Myrtle  Warbler,  Forest  Lawn  (Verrill) 

29  -  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird,  Lyndonville  (W.A.&  Geo. Smith) 

an  unusually  early  record. 


2  -  Black  Tern,  Niagara  River  (Savage) 

3  -  Baltimore  Oriole,  Batavia  (Lambert) 

4  -  White -crowned  Sparrow,  Lyndonville  (Geo.  Smith) 

Northern  Water  Thrush,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.&R.  Eckler ) 
Catbird,  Oak  Orchard  swamp  (H.  &  R*  Eckler) 

"  Forest  Lawn  (Beardslee) 

20  American  Pipit,  Cayuga  Road  near  Williams ville ( savage ) 

5  -  East .Solitary  sandpiper , Oak  orchard  swamp  (H.&R.  Eckler) 

Bob  White,  Grand  Island  (Duttweiler,  Mitchell) 

Eastern  Kingbird,  Lyndonville  (Geo.  Smith) 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  East  Aurora  (Savage) 

6  -  American  Redstart,  Batavia  (Mrs.  Pixley ) 

8  -  Baltimore  Oriole,  Buffalo  (Vaughan,  Verrill) 

Northern  Yellow-throat,  Forest  Lawn, ( savage ,  Vaughan) 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak,  Veery,  Batavia  (Mrs.  pixley) 
Magnolia  Warbler,  Lyndonville  (Geo.  Smith) 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler,  Buffalo  (Brockner) 
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MAY 

10  -  15  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  1  Golden-winged  Warbler,  Oak  Orchard 

Orchard  Swamp  (Beardslee) 

Least  Flz^catcher,  Emery  Park  (Mrs,  Mansfield) 

Northern  Crested  Flycatcher,  Yellow-throated  Vireo, 

Olive -backed  Thrush,  Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

Indigo  Bunting,  Middleport  (Beardslee) 

Eastern  Henslow’s  sparrow,  Tonawanda  (Sherman) 

Hooded  Warbler,  Canada  Warbler,  Forest  Lawn  (Sherman) 
Northern  Parula  Warbler,  Forest  Lawn  (Sherman,  Vaughan) 
Bay-breasted  Warbler,  Forest  Lawn  (Schwenger) 

Wood  Thrush,  Batavia  (Mrs.  Pixley) 

Prairie  Marsh  Wren,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Ecklers,  Mitchell) 

11  -  Eastern  Nighthawk,  Buffalo  (Adolf,  Brockner ) 

Prothonotary  Warbler,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.  &  R.  Eckler, 

Mr.  Avery  and  members  of  Audubon  Society) 

Tennessee  Warbler,  Chestnut-sided  Warbler,  Oak  Orchard 
Swamp  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler,  Oven-bird,  Gowanda  (Verrill) 
Oven-bird,  Tuscarora  Indian  Res.  (Sherman,  Ulrich) 

Northern  prairie  Warbler,  Forest  Lawn( Beardslee  8c  party) 

12  -  White-winged  scoter,  Niagara  River  (Sherman,  Ulrich) 

Forster* s  Tern,  Tifft  St.,  Buffalo,  (Savage) 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher,  Delaware  Park  (Mrs .  Mansfield) 
Scarlet  Tanager,  Zoar  Valley  (Wander) 

Red-eyed  Vireo,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Mrs.  pixley) 

Blue-headed  Vireo,  Lincoln  Park  (T.  M.  Kelly,  Mitchell) 
Eastern  Warbling  Vireo,  Cerulean  V/ arbler,  Grand  Island 
(Sherman,  Ulrich) 

13  -  Eastern  Wood  pewee,  Forest  Lawn  (Beardslee) 

14  -  Wilson *s  Warbler,  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

15- 1  American  Egret,  Frenchmans  creek,  below  Ft.  Erie,  Ont . 

on  the  Niagara  River  (Savage).  The  Egret  appeared  to  be 
associating  with  Black-crowned  Night  Herons.  Later  it 
flew  off  in  the  direction  of  Grand  Island.  It  was  also 
seen  at  Frenchman* s  Creek  on  the  16th,  but  not  thereafter. 
1  Gray-cheeked  Thrush,  Forest  Lawn  (Six  members) 

16- 1  Great  Black-backed  Gull,  and  2  Hooded  Merganser,  Niagara 

River  ( Savage ) 

1  Eastern  Least  Bittern,  Grand  Island  Ferry  (Mitchell) 

19  -  Annual  Spring  Bird  Census  centering  at  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  - 
Sunday,  May  19th,  proved  to  be  a  fine  day,  and  almost  all 
of  our  members  were  in  the  field  from  ’’dawn  to  dusk”. 

177  Species  'were  observed,  compared  with  176  in  1934. 
Considering  the  scarcity  of  Ducks  and  of  some  other  water 
birds,  usually  recorded,  it  is  remarkable  that  the  total 
was  as  large  as  it  was.  Great  credit  is  due  to  the  care¬ 
ful  plans  made  for  the  census  by  the  leader,  Mr.  Clark  S. 
Beardslee,  and  to  the  cooperation  of  each  member  in  cover¬ 
ing  as  completely  as  possible  the  territory  to  which  he 
or  she  was  assigned. 
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In  the  following  list,  an  asterisk  after  each  species  indicates 
that  at  least  some  of  the  birds  of  this  species  were  observed  in 
the  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  area.  Letters  after  some  of  the  rarer 
species  indicate  the  member  or  group  responsible  for  the  record: 

3  Common  Loon,  1  Horned  Greebe  (R),  4  Pied-billed  Grebe*,  62  Great 
Blue  Heron*,  34  Eastern  Green  Heron*,  23  Black-crowned  Night 
Heron*,  28  American  Bittern*,  1  Eastern  Least  Bittern  (F),  18  Mute 
Swan  (R),  8  Mallard*,  31  Common  Black  Duck*,  2  Baldpate*( A) , 

2  American  pintail*( a,B ) ,  39  Blue -winged  Teal*,  3  Wood  Duck*, 

4  Greater  scaup  (E),  84  Lesser  scaup,  4  American  Golden-eye , 13  Old 
Squaw,  3  American  Merganser  (G),  70  Red-breasted  Merganser,  24  Tur¬ 
key  Vulture*,  6  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  5  Cooper rs  Hawk,  4  Eastern  Red¬ 
tailed  Hawk,  15  Northern  Red -shouldered  Hawk*,  2  Broad -winged  Hawk 
(H,0),  19  Marsh  Hawk*  Nest,  6  eggs  (T).  2  Duck  Hawk  (J),  2  pigeon 
Hawk  (E),  18  Eastern  Sparrow  Hawk,  4  Eastern  Ruffed  Grouse  (N,  0) 

1  Bob-white  (j),  70  Ring-necked  pheasant*,  6  Virginia  Rail*,S  Sora* 

13  Florida  Gallinule*,  4  American  coot*,  30  Semipalmated  plover*, 

119  Killdeer*,  2  Black-bellied  Plover  (E),  1  Ruddy  Turnstone (E ) , 

3  American  Woodcock*,  4  Wilson's  Snipe  and  nest  *  (U),  9  Upland 
Plover,  163  Spotted  sandpiper*,  12  Eastern  solitary  sandpiper*, 

14  Greater  Yellow-legs*,  16  Lesser  Yellow-legs*,  6  pectoral  Sand- 
piper*(F,Q,V,W) ,  36  Least  Sandpiper*,  5  Red-backed  Sandpiper*, 

2  semipalmated  sandpiper*(F,V) ,  At  least  2  Great  Black-backed  Gull 
(E,F),  76  Herring  Gull,  128  Ring -billed  Gull,  266  Bonaparte's  Gull, 
1190  Common  Tern,  68  Black  Tern*,  214  Eastern  Mourning  Dove*  1  Yel¬ 
low-billed  Cuckoo  (H),  2  Black-billed  Cuckoo  ( R ) ,  1  Eastern  Screech 
Owl  (0),  3  Great  Horned  Owl,  (J,M;0),  2  Northern  Barred  Owl*, 

1  Short -eared  Owl  (E),  3  Whip-poor-will  (1,0)?  2  Eastern  Night hawk, 
126  Chimney  Swift*,  8  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird,  65  Eastern  Belted 
Kingfisher*,  99  Northern  Flicker*,  13  Red-headed  Woodpecker , 11  East. 
Hairy  Woodpecker*,  38  Northern  Downy  Woodpecker*,  72  Eastern  King¬ 
bird*,  39  Northern  Crested  Flycatcher*,  46  Eastern  Phoebe*,  2  Aca¬ 
dian  Flycatcher*( C ,R ) ,  5  Alder  Flycatcher*,  39  Least  Flycatcher* 

4  Eastern  Wood  pewee  (D,N,X)S  54  Prairie  Horned  Lark*,  92  Tree 
Swallow*,  62  Bank  swallow,  38  Rough-winged  swallow*  275  Barn  swal¬ 
low*,  6  Northern  Cliff  Swallow*(B,P) ,  80  Purple  Martin,  62  North. 

Blue  Jay*,  295  Eastern  Crow*  90  Black-capped  chickadee*  15  White - 
breasted  Nuthatch*,  1  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  (H)  2  Brown  Creeper *( P,R ) 
93  Eastern  House  Wren*,  1  Eastern  Winter  Wren  (F),  1  Carolina  Wren 
(E),  27  prairie  Marsh  Wren*,  6  Short-billed  Marsh  Wren*  104  cat¬ 
bird*,  11  Brown  Thrasher*,  700  Eastern  Robin*,  16  Wood  Thrush, 

1  Eastern  Hermit  Thrush(L),  18  Olive-backed  Thrush,*  6  Gray-cheeked 
Thrush,  55  Veery*,  76  Eastern  Bluebird  and  nest  4  Eggs*(Q),l  East. 
Golden-crowned  Kinglet(N),  66  Eastern  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet*,  117 
American  pipit,  16  Cedar  Waxwing,  4  Migrant  Shrike  (B»0,R),  544 
Starling*,  6  Yellow-throated  Vireo*,  6  Blue-headed  Vireo,  17  Red¬ 
eyed  Vireo,  1  Philadelphia  vireo (K),  2  Eastern  Warbling  Vireo*(D,P) 

48  Black  and  White  Warbler*,  11  Prothonotary  Warbler*(P),  2  Golden¬ 
winged  Warbler* ( M,U ) ,  1  Blue-winged  Warbler(V),  7  Tennessee  Warbler* 

3  Orange-crowned  Warbler ( C ,E ) ,  100  Nashville  Warbler*  8  Northern 
parula  Warbler,  365  Eastern  Yellow  Warbler*,  106  Magnolia  Warbler*, 

7  Gape  May  Warbler  (C,E,M),  8  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler*,  114 
Myrtle  Warbler*,  145  Black-throated  Green  Warbler*,  4  Cerulean 
Warbler *( C . F,M) ,  98  Blackburnian  Warbler*,  54  chestnut-sided  Warbler* 
3  6  Bay -breasted  Warbler*,  1  Blackpoll  Warbler(E),  25  Western  Palm 
Warbler*.  60  Ovenbird*,  27  Northern  Water  Thrush,  2  Louisiana  Water 
Thrush(s)  2  Connecticut  Warbler  (J,R),  2  Mourning  Warbler  (R)  125 
Northern  Yellow-throat*,  2  Wilson's  Warbler ( A, E)  10  Canada  Warbler 
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200  American  Redstart'*,  250  Engll  >sU  Gpar.r  :.v*,  3.66  Bobolink*,  146  East. 

Meadowlark*,  453  Eastern  Red-wing*  7  Orchard  Oriole  (E,Z),  131  Balti¬ 
more  Oriole*,  4  Rusty  Blackbird* (  B»K,U) ,  153  Bronzed  Grackle*,  209 
Eastern  Cowbird*,  26  Scarlet  Tanager* s  1C  Eastern  Cardinal , (E,L,R,X) 

57  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak*,  23  Indigo  Bunting,  14  Eastern  Purple 
Finch,  (J,R),  Nest  (M),  665  Eastern  Goldfinch*,  38  Red-eyed  Towhee* 
110  Eastern  Savannah  Sparrow*,  5  Eastern  Grasshopper  Sparrow,  27 
Eastern  HenslowTs  Sparrow*,  47  Eastern  Vesper  Sparrow*  34  slate- 
colored  Junco,  175  Eastern  Chipping  Sparrow*,  22  Eastern  Field  Spar¬ 
row,  460  White-crowned  sparrow*,  195  White-throated  Sparrow*,  5  Lin¬ 
coln’s  Sparrow(E,R ) ,  140  Swamp  Sparrow*,  380  Eastern  Song  Sparrow* 

*  At  least  107  Species  seen  within  Oak  Orchard  swamp  area* 

Beside  the  above  177  Species,  reports  of  6  other  Species  were 
not  accepted,  owing  to  some  doubt  concerning  the  correctness 
of  the  identifications. 


GROUP 

A  -  Delaware  Park, Forest  Lawn  &  Oak  Orchard (Beardslee ,Pralatowski ) 

B  -  Lincoln  park,  Sinks,  Corfu,  Oak  0*  (Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kelly,  Mr.  & 

Mrs.  Kratzer,  R. Wattles , Jr ., Mrs .Mansfield , Richard  Mansfield) 
C  -  Bear  swamp,  Goat  Island,  Niagara  Glen,  Wilson,  Oak  0. 

(Ulrich,  Ray  &  Richard  Verrill,  Wander) 

D  -  Lake  Erie  shore  to  Pt.  Abino,  Oak  0 , ( Amadon,Miss  Chisholm, Vaughai 
E  -  Lake  Erie  Shoe  Pt. Abino  to  Mohawkpt,0ak  0.  (Knechtel,  Mitchell, 

Robson) 

F  -  Buffalo  Harbor,  Niagara  River,  Oak  Orchard  (Savage) 

G  -  south  End  Grand  Island,  Oak  Or . (Duttweiler ,schwenger ,Wendling ) 

H  -  North  End  Grand  Island,  Oak  Or • (Mr .&Mrs .Beadle ,  Miss  Moore, 

Brockner ) 

J  -  Letchworth  Park,  Silver  Lake,  Oak  Or.  (Sherman) 

K  -  Sturgeon  pt.  &  Lake  Erie  Shore  (Larkin) 

L  -  Cattaraugus  Indian  Reservation  (prof.  Alexander,  Eleanor  Thomas, 
Thelma  Berner,  Bruce  Lee) 

M  -  Batavia.  Leroy,  Oak  Or.  (Mrs.  Pixley,  Kazelton) 

N  -  Glenwood  &  vicinity  (Hochmuth) 

0  -  Lvndonville,  Darien  (W.A.  &  George  Smith) 

P  -  Wr  Marsh,  Herony,  Tow  path  (Mr.  &  Mrs.  Eckler,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Swift, 
Mr  a  &  Mrs.  Olmstead,  Mr.  Somers ide,  Miss  Brown,  Miss  Jack, 
Paul  Eo  Bering  of  Medina. 

Q,  -  East  Marsh  at  Oak  Orchard  and  vicinity  (Eckler,  savage,  Burtch 
and  party,  van  Eseltine  and  party) 

R  -  Findlay  Lake  and  vicinity  (W.  M®  Guynes  and  Mrs.  Harrington) 

S  -  South  Wales  &  Holland  (Mabel  H-  James,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Pratt  and  her 
children,  Joh,  Marcus , Juliet .Priscilla , Eleanor  and  Nancy) 

T  -  E.  Aurora  (Wm.  Wild) 

U  -  Sour  Springs  Rd.,  Cerulean  woods,  &  west  part  of  swamp,  (Burtch 
and  party,  verrill,  Wander,  Ulrich) 

V  -  Mr.  Van  Eseltine  and  party  from  Geneva. 

W  -  Mr.  Verdi  Burtch,  Mr.  Tuttle,  and  Mr.  Spiker  of  Branchport,  also 
Earl  Sutherland,  game  warden  from  Yates  County  and  his  wife 
and  Miss  Ellis  of  Keuka  College. 

X  -  Pt.  Abino  (Miss  Weierheiser ) 

Y  -  DeVeaux  School,  Niagara  Falls, (Edgar  Young,  Stephen  Eaton.) 

Z  -  Frenchman’s  Creek  (Miss  H.  Thorp  and  Miss  J.  Moore) 

Mr.  Maxwell  Wheeler  also  sent  records  from  Protection,  N.  Y. 
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MAY 

21  -  Blue-gray  Gnat catcher .  LinrJin  Park  (Sherman) 

24  -  Piping  Plover,  Alsc  nest  4  Eggs,  Sh irkst on ( Mrs . Kelly,  Mrs* 

Mansi*  i  eld) 

25  -  111  Hudsonian  Curlew, Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  (Vaughan, 

Wattles ) 

15  Hudsonian  Cur lew, Niagara  Falls,  (Mitchell) 

5  Dowitcher,  Ft*  Erie,  (Mrs.  Mansfield) 

26-2  White-rumped  Sandpiper,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Savage) 

82  Hudsonian  Curlew,  Niagara  Falls,  (Savage) 

21  Hudsonian  Curlew,  pt.  Abino  (Beardslee) 

50  Hudsonian  Curlew,  Ft.  Erie  &  Crescent  Beach(T.  M.  Kelly) 

2  American  Knot,  Pt*  Abino ,  (Beardslee ) 

1  Orchard  Oriole,  Erie  Beach  (Beardslee) 

Great  Horned  Owl  and  Woodcock,  Lincoln  park  (Ulrich) 

28  -  15  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher,  Forest  Lawn ( Bear ds le e , Savage ) 

30  -  1  Great  Black-backed  Gull,  Ft.  Erie  (savage,  Mitchell) 

31  -  King  Rail  &  1  Orchard  Oriole,  Oak  Oarchard  Swamp  ( H*&R  .Eckler ) 

JUNE 

1  -  American  Knot,  crescent  Beach  (Richard  verrill,  Wattles) 

3  -  Great  Black-backed  Gull,  Ft.  Erie  (Mitchell) 

5  -  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  and  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher,  Forest 
Lawn  (Verrill,  Mitchell) 

Caretaker  at  pt.  Abino  reports  that  a  flock  of 
Hudsonian  Curlew  were  seen  near  the  lighthouse  today. 

NOTES 

We  welcome  as  associate  members,  Miss  Mary  E.  Brown,  Miss  Leslie 
Chisholm,  Miss  Dorothea  Duttweiler.  Miss  E.  Lucille  Jack,  Mrs.  Her¬ 
bert  Norton,  Mr.  E.  A.  Eames.  Mr.  C.  A.  somerside  and  as  correspond¬ 
ing  members.  Miss  Fannie  M»  Brunson  of  Batavia,  Mr.  Fred  Hazelton  of 
Leroy  and  Mr*  Paul  E.  Hering  of  Medina. 

Many  nesting  records  have  been  reported,  and  these  will  be  featur¬ 
ed  in  the  July  issue  of  the  PR0TH0N0TARY. 

Mr e  and  Mrs.  swift  and  Miss  Robson  attended  the  Annual  Spring  Bird 
Census  at  Potter  swamp  near  Geneva,  Now  York  on  May  12th.  About 
170  Species  of  birds  were  observed,  according  to  Mr.  Van  Eseltine, 
who  was  in  charge  of  the  census , 

Mr.  William.  A.  Davis  is  leaving  soon  for  Cambridge,  Ma^s . ,  to  take 
up  further  studies  at  Harvard.  We  will  miss  him  and  wish  him 
success  ir  his  new  work. 

During  the  absence  of  Mr.  Verrill,  chairman  of  the  House  Committee, 
MJ=  To  IK  Kelly  has  been  appointed  to  serve  as  chairman  pro-tern.  Re¬ 
quests  for  use  of  the  field  headquarters  at  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  during 
the  summer  should  be  made  to  Mr.  T.M. Kelly,  150  Parkwood  Avenue, 
Kenmoru,  N.  Y.  -  Telephone,  Riverside -2160. 

On  May  26th,  the  editor  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  a  group  of  bird 
enthusiasts  at  South  Wales.  Miss  Mabel  H.  James,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  W. 
pratt  and  their  six  children  comb  the  territory  near  their  farm  for 
birds  and  nests,  and  they  have  sent  in  many  interesting  records.  On 
my  arrival,  they  told  me  cf  finding  that  morning,  an  unusual  tanager, 
like  a  made  scarlet  Tanager,  but  without  a  red  feather  cn  it;  instead 
with  a  bright  orange  head  shading  to  bright  yellow  on  lower  back  and 
be?ly,  1  was  fortunate  enough  to  observe  the  bird  late  in  the  day. 
Mr.-,  savage  and  I  went  out  there  the  nexc  day,  planning  to  take  color¬ 
ed  moving  pictures  of  the  bird,  but  unfortunately  it  could  not  be 
located.  It  was  doubtless  a  first  year  male,  which,  according  to 
For bush,  rarely  is  found  in  such  plumage  as  above  described.  On  the 
hill  west  of  the  Pratt  House  is  as  fine  a  stretch  of  heavy  timber  as 
we  have  seen  in  western  New  York. 
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Miss  Robson,  Winston  Brockner  and.  Fred  Praia  tows  lei  attended  the 
annual  outing  of  the  Burroughs s  Audubon  Society  at  Railroad  Mills, 
south  of  Rochester,  on  June  2nd*.  Ajr.org  the  birds  observed  were 
Woodcock,  Turkey  Vulture.  Golden-winged  Warbler  and  a  Brewster Ts 
Warbler  *  Mr.  Wm.L*  J.Edson  has  kindly  sent  me  a  list  of  birds  seen 
during  the  week  ending  June  7.  among  them  a  Connecticut  Warbler, 
seen  near  pirtsford  by  Mr.  pugsley.  We  wonder  if  this  species  has 
ever  been  reported  further  east  in  this  state  during  the  spring 
migration? 

On  May  18,  Messrs,  savage,  Ulrich,  Verrill  and  Mitchell  attended 
the  outing  of  the  Regional  Federation  of  Ontario  Naturalists  at 
Smithville,  Ont.  In  the  swamp  about  ten  miles  west  of  Smithville 
is  a  colony  of  about  thirty  or  more  pairs  of  Great  Blue  Herons. 
Among  other  birds  observed  were  Turkey  vulture,  Wood  Duck,  Black 
Duck,  Cerulean  Warbler,  and  recent  work  of  the  pileated  Woodpecker 
was  seen.  We  met  among  others,  Mr.  G.H. Dickson,  Pres,  and  Dr.W.E. 
Hurlburt  of  Vineland,  Mr.  North  of  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Xnechtel  of 
Kitchener.  Mr.  Knechtel  returned  with  us  to  take  part  ir.  our  cen¬ 
sus  the  next  day. 

While  only  a  few  Bob-white  (Quail)  have  been  located  on  Grand  Is¬ 
land  this  spring,  reports  have  come  in  from  a  member  of  sources  of 
Quail  in  the  vicinity  of  Buffalo,  some  of  which  may  have  originated 
with  our  birds  liberated  on  Grand  Island  in  1931. 

Friends  of  Mr .W.A.Davis  report  seeing  a  few  Quail  on  the  Canadian 
shore  of  the  Niagara  River  opposite  Grand  Island. 

Mb.  R.M. Verrill  heard  Quail  near  Wehrle  Drive  and  Cayuga  Road 
south  of  Williams ville. 

Mr.  Joseph  Bright  reports  Quail  near  Southwestern  Boulevard,  in 
West  Seneca. 

These  three  reports  cover  observations  within  the  past  two  weeks. 

This  is  the  last  year  of  our  5  year  migration  chart.  Occurrence 
of  birds  during  the  summer  months,  especially  on  week  days,  should 
he  noted,  and  thus  records  will  be  available  for  use  on  the  chart. 
Nesting  records  are  always  very  desirable. 

Many  interesting  letters  with  migration  and  nesting  records  have 
been  omitted,  unfortunately,  time  does  not  permit  individual 
answers  to  each  letter.. 

The  editor  takes  this  opportunity  to  thank  each  and  everyone  for 
his  support. 

Please  notify  the  editor  if  you  wish  to  receive  the  PROTHONOTABY 
during  the  summer  at  other  than  your  home  address. 

Birds  so  far  reported  from  our  territory  for  1935  total  226 
species . 

MEETING  OF  MAY  8;  1935 


At  the  May  8th  meeting  of  the  society,  as  has  been  our  custom  in 
the  past,  the  usual  talk  was  omitted,  and  i1;s  place  taken  by  form¬ 
ulation  of  plans  for  the  spring  Census  scheduled  for  May  19th. 

Mr.  Beardslee,  this  yearTs  Captain,  appointed  leaders  who  should 
he  responsible  for  covering  the  various  territories  include.- a  in  the 
census.  The  greatly  increased  number  of  competent  observers  made 
it  possible  to  cover  western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  much 
more  thoroughly  than  ever  before. 

(C.  S.  Beardslee) 
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MEETING  OF  HAY  22,  1935 


The  first  outdoor  meeting  of  the  year  was  held  on  May  22nd, 
at  Lincoln  park.  After  a  short  meeting  at  which  a  report  of 
the  census  was  read  and  discussed,  an  attempt  was  made 
to  locate  the  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  which  Alice  Sherman  had 
found  at  the  park  on  the  previous  day.  Although  this  search 
was  unsuccessful,  a  good  list  of  migrants  was  observed. 

(C.  S.  Beardslee) 


EVENTS  SCHEDULED  FOR  JUNE,  1955 


MEETINGS : 


June  26  -  Out-of-doors  meeting  -  Sherkston. 

Final  Spring  Meeting.  Discussion 
of  plans  for  coming  yearTs  program. 
Mr.  Mitchell  -  Meet  at  peace  Bridge 
at  5:00  P.M.  -  Bring  supper;  also 
bathing  suit. 

FIELD  TRIP: 

June  30  -  Monthly  census. 


EDITOR TS  NOTE 


We  welcome  reports  from  bird  observers  in  our  territory, 
and  hope  that  many  from  outside  of  Buffalo  and  vicinity  will 
identify  themselves  with  our  group  as  corresponding  members. 
However,  it  is  not  necessary  to  be  a  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  society  in  order  to  receive  THE  PR0TH0N0TARY. 
Anyone  may  subscribe  at  the  rate  of  500  annually. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO 

President  -  Clark  S.  Beardslee, 

V. President  -  Alfred  D.  Wander, 

Secretary  -  William  C.  Vaughan, 

Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield, 

Statisticians  (Clark  S.  Beardslee, 
Editor  -  Harold  D.  Mitchell, 


ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 

132  McKinley  Ave.  Kenmore,N.Y. 
175  Saranac  Ave.  Buffalo,N.Y. 
591  Ashland  Ave.  Buffalo,N.Y. 

44  Wingate  Ave.  Buffalo,N.Y. 
and  Harold  D.  Mitchell) 

378  Crescent  Ave.  Buffalo,N.Y. 
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TrJ£  PROTHONOIAXY 


Vol.  1,  No,  5  July,  1935 

Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society, 

Buffalo.  New  York, 

THE  MONTH 

The  mean  temperature  during  June  was  almost  exactly  normal.  The 
total  precipitation  was  also  about  normal,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  rain  fell  on  fifteen  days  during  the  month.  Thus  there  were 
no  meteorological  conditions  calculated  to  affect  bird  life,  and 
as  June  is  for  most  species  the  nesting  season  and  offers  few 
opportunities  to  observe  migrants  or  wanderers,  records  for  the 
month  were  almost  entirely  confined  to  summer  residents.  The  most 
noteworthy  exception,  mentioned  also  in  our  last  issue,  was  the 
continued  presence  (in  the  vicinity  of  Port  Erie)  of  one  or  two 
Great  Black-backed  Gulls, which  were  reported  throughout  the  month. 
Minor  fluctuations  in  bird  population  from  year  to  year  are  to  be 
expected,  but  Rails  seemed  considerably  scarcer  than  usual,  and 
the  entire  month  passed  without  a  record  of  the  Short-eared  Owl. 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

JUNE  - - 

10  -  Pileated  Woodpecker-Chautauqua  Creek,  Westfield  (Larkin) 

16  -  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.  Eckler),  a 

late  spring  record. 

JULY 

5  -  The  first  south-bound  migrants.  Lesser  Yellowlegs  and 
Caspian  Tern  at  Pt.  Erie  and  Least  and  pectoral 
Sandpipers  at  Crescent  Beach  (Brockner) 

7-2  Great  Black-backed  Gull  at  Crescent  Beach  (Brockner) 

18  -  Caspian  Tern,  Pt.  Erie  (Mitchell) 

NESTING  RECORDS . 

N-Nest,  E-Eggs,  Y-Young. 

Pied-billed  Grebe:  June  15  N  IE,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  ( H.&R. Eckler) 

June  21  Y  just  out  of  nest  (H,  &  R.  Eckler) 
Great  Blue  Heron:  Seen  at  Oak  Orchard  Heronry  at  Nests  as  early 

as  March  22  (Beardslee  )  but  no  record  of  when 
first  eggs  were  laid.  Many  Y  at  Oak  Orchard 
Heronry  on  May  19  and  nearly  full  grown  young 
at  Grand  Island  Heronry  on  June  9. 

Common  Black  Duck:  May  10-7  Y  just  out  of  Nest,  Oak  Orchard 

Swamp  (Mitchell) 

Blue-winged  Teal:  June  1  -  N  13E  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  ( H.&R .Eckler ) 

June  22-  11  Y  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  ( H. &R. Eckler ) 
July  12-  7  Y  about  3  days  old.  Oak  Orchard 

Swamp  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

Wood  Duck:  May  26  -  Young  at  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Savage) 

May  31  -  13  Y  "  M  M  "  (Beardslee) 

June  22-  9  Y  "  "  "  "  ( H. &R. Eckler ) 

July  9-  15  Y  (2Broods) ”  ”  "  (Beardslee) 

July  12&14  30Y ( 4Broods ) "  M  "  ( H.&R. Eckler) 

Eastern  Red-tailed  Hawk;March  22, N, Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Beardslee) 

April  9,  N,  2E,  Franklinville  (Amadon) 

May  10,  N,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Beardslee) 
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Northern  Red-shouldered  Hawk:  April  22,  N, Oak  Orchard  Swamp ( H. &REckler 


Marsh  Hawk:  May 

Eastern  Ruffed  Grouse: 


19,  N 
June 


6E,  E.  Aurora 


7, 


Ring -necked  Pheasant:  May 
King  Rail: 

Virginia  Rail: 

Florida  Gallinule 


American  Coot 
Piping  Plover 


July 

July 

June 

June 

June 

July 

June 

May 

June 


(William  Wild) 
25-Female  with  10  or  12  Y,  So. Wales 

(Mabel  H.  James) 

11 -N,  Forest  Lawn 
6  Y,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Eames) 


13,5  Y,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  ( 3  or  4  days  old) 

(H.  &  R.Eckler) 

1,  N, 3E,  2Y  OakOrchardSwamp( H.&R.Eckler ) 

9,  N, 4E,  all  pipped.  Grand  Island  Ferry 

(Wattles,  Mitchell) 

2N.  6E,  11E, OakOrchardSwamp(H.&R. Eckler) 


Killdeer: 


N, Found 


16, 

14, 

22, 

24, 

16,  N,  4E,  Sherkston,  Ont.  (p.  m.  Kelly) 
same  N,  4  E  on  June  26 

last  egg  April  16,  hatched  May  8, 
So.  Wales  (Mabel  II.  James) 

3E,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Verrill) 


Y,  some  chicks  &  some  nearly  grown. 

Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 
4Y,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

N.  4E,  Sherkston,  Ont .( Kelly, Mansfield) 


April  14, 4E 

May  5 


N, 

N. 


4E, 


Wilson' s  Snipe : 
Spotted  Sandpiper: 


Common  Tern: 


Black  Tern: 


Eastern  Mourning 


June 

July 

May 

June 

Nest 

June 
June 
July 
May 


N. 


9, 


19, 


Downy  Y 

.  N,  4E, 

2,  Y, 

found  May  30, 


ti 


tr 


4E, 


1,  2N, 

2, 

7, 

30. 


June  15, 


op 


June 

Dove:  N,  found  April 
Left  nest  May  22, 
April  27  to 
June 
June 


(H.&R.Eckler) 
(H.&R.Eckler) 

( Beardslee ) 
(Verdi  Burtch) 
(H.&R.Eckler) 
hatched  June  11,  S. Wales, 
(Mabel  H.  James) 

4E,each;  Oak  Orchard  Swamp (  H.  &R.Ecklo° 
N,  3E,  Crescent  Beach,  Ont.  (Wattles) 

Y  newly  hatched, Long  Beach, Ont . (Mitchell 
8N,  IE, 1  4N, 2E,  IN, 3E,  Long  Point,  Ont. 

(Savage,  Mitchell) 

7N,&  E,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  ( 3, H.&R.Eckler ) 

(4, Eames) 

2N,  IE,  3E  "  "  "  (H.  &  R.  Eckler 

26,  2E,  hatched  May  10, 
also  4  other  Nests  found 
May  4,  So.  Wales  (Mabel  H.  James) 

2N,  Leroy  (Hazel ton) 

N,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

N,  Y  nearly  ready  to  leave, Leroy ( Hazelton) 

Y  just  out  of  N,  Tonawanda  (Fischer) 

N,  IE  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp ( Several  Members! 
N,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

June  14,  N,  Silver  Creek  (Beardslee) 

Y  just  out  of  N. 

N  with  Y,  Crescent  Beach, Ont . (Wattles ) 

N  with  Y,  nearly  fledged,  Leroy( Hazelton) 
Red-headed  Woodpecker, May  26,  N,  Erie  Beach,  Ont.  (Beardslee) 

Northern  Downy  Woodpecker:  May  14,  N,  Lincoln  Park  (Sherman) 

June  23,  N  &  Y,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.  &  R. 

1,  N  &  E,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.  &  R. 

13,  N,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

23,  N  &  E,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H. 


Great  Horned  Owl 


June 
July 
Feb. 
March 


6, 

15, 

26, 

17, 

10, 

5, 


Ruby- throated  Hummingbird: 
Northern  Flicker:  June  20 


June 

June 


23, 

23' 


Eastern  Kingbird: 


June 

June 

June 

July 

July 


Eckler) 
Eckler ) 


13,  N  &  Y, 

14.  Bird  on 


Nest,  So.  Wales 


& 

(H.  & 
(Mabel 


R. 

R. 

H. 


Eckler) 
Eckler) 
James ) 
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No,  Crested  Flycatcher:  June  1  & 


N,  OakOr chard 


Swamp  ( H&REckler 
&  R.  Eckler) 


Eastern  Phoebe 


Juno  2, 

June  8,  2  N,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H. 

June  23,  N,  4E,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

Records  of  6  Nests  at  So.  Wales  by  Mabel  H. James 
from  April  26  to  June  25,  show  that  the  female 
lays  eggs  daily  and  that  from  the  time  the  last  egg  is  laid  until  the 
eggs  hatch,  from  15  to  16  days  (in  the  case  of  a  June  nesting)  up  to 
19  days,  (in  the  case  of  an  early  nesting)  elapse.  It  requires  from 
13  to  15  days  after  hatching  for  the  young  to  leave  the  nest. 

April  28,  N,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.  &  R*  Eckler) 

May  20,  N  with  Y,  Chestnut  Ridge  Park  (Mitchell) 
June  14,  N  4E  in  barn  at  Field  Headquarters, 

Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  the  Young  left  this  Nest  on 
July  13  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 


June  23,  N  with  Y>  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

Prairie  Horned  Lark:  May  1,  N, 4E  hatched  May  19,  left  Nest  May  28, 

So.  Wales  (Mabel  H.  James)  Miss  James  has 
records  of  2  more  Nests  with  dates  as  late  as 
July  1. 

May  26,  N  5Y,  Canadian  Shore  (Beardslee) 

May  27,  N  5E,  North  Parker  Avenue  (Beardslee) 
June  1  &  2,  7  N,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  ( H. &R. Eckler ) 
May  30,  N,  Port  Colborn,  Ont.  (Savage,  Mitchell) 
Rough-winged  Swallow:  May  31,  N,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Beardslee) 


Tree  Swallow: 
Bank  Swallow: 


Barn  Swallow 


No.  Cliff  Swallow: 
Purple  Martin: 


Northern  Blue  Jay: 


June 

June 

June 

May 


1  Sc 

17, 

15, 

28. 


Eastern 

Eastern 


Crow : 
House 


Wren: 


Wood 


2,  10  N.  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  ( H.&R. Eckler ) 
3N, 2  with  E,  1  with  Y  (Wattles) 

4N,  Y,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  (H.  &  R. Eckler) 
Batavia  (Lambert,  Mitchell) 

Members  have  been  lax  in  sending  in 
nesting  records  of  this  species. 

May  12,  N,  5  E,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

May  12,  N,  4  E,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Vaughan) 

April  13  to  May  24  -  too  numerous  to  record. 

May  28,  N,  Batavia  (Mitchell) 

June  1,  2  &  22,  N,  OakOrchardSwamp  ( H.&R. Eckler ) 

N,  6E,  Crescent  Beach  (Wattles) 

N,  Grand  Island  Ferry  (Mitchell 

Y  out  of  N,  OakOrchardSwamp( H.&R.  Eckler) 
2N,  4E  &  3E,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

N,  4E,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

Y  out  of  N.  Amherst  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 
to  May  23  cover  dates  on  11  Robins’  nests 
So.  Wales  by  Mabel  H.  James.  Her  carefully 

kept  records  show  that  in  all  cases  an  egg  a  day  is  laid,  and 
that  in  11  (occasionally  12)  days  from  the  date  the  last  egg  is 
laid,  the  young  hatch.  Thirteen  days  later  the  young  leave  the 
nest.  A  second  brood  nest  was  built  about  July  8,  and  bird  was 
on  nest  July  15.  Many  others  reported  nests  and  eggs  practical¬ 
ly  every  week  between  April  22  and  June  25. 

Thrush:  June  1,  N,  3E,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

June  1,  N,  2E,  Emery  Park  (Brockner) 

June  23, 6N  at  Leroy  (Hazelton)  2  had 
1  unoccupied,  with  fledgling  bird  nearby,  2  were 


Prairie  Marsh  Wren: 

Catbird : 

Br  own  Thr  a  she  r : 
Eastern  Robin: 


June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
April  9 
observed  at 


18, 

9, 

21, 

2?, 

25, 

1  o 


birds  on  nest, 
deserted,  one 


Veery : 


of  these 
Eggs  and 


had  one  Thrush  egg  and  1  Cowbird’ s  egg,  1  had  4  Thru sh 
1  Cowbird1 s  egg. 

June  23,  N  3E,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 
June  23,  Feeding  fledglings,  Moulthrop’s  Woods, 

(Mrs.  Pixley) 


3 


Eastern  Bluebird:  Prom  April 

until  July 
the  nest.  Mabel  II. 


28,  when  a  nest  with  5  eggs  was  found, 
10  when  an  apparent  second  brood  left 


Nest 


James  has  kept  careful  records  of  Bluebird’s 
So.  Wales.  Her  dates  show  that  the  eggs  are  incubated 
from  14  to  15  days  before  hatching,  and  that  the  young  leave 
16  to  17  days  after  hatching. 

First  Egg 


nests  at 
fro: 

the  nest 
Found 


Last  Egg 


Hatched 


Left  Nest 


#1 

April 

1 

#2 

May 

8 

#3 

June 

6 

Miss  J ame s 

June  6 

says  that  #1 


4, 

18 


N,5E, 
N,4E, 


Cedar  Waxwing: 
Migrant  Shrike: 
Starling : 
Red-eved  Vireo: 
Eastern  Warbling 


April  28  (5)  May  8  (4)  May  24,25(4) 

May  10  (5)  May  24  (5)  June  10,  (5) 

June  8  (3)  June  23(3)  July  10,  (3) 

#3  refer  to  the  same  pair  of  birds. 

Lyndonville  (W.  A.  &  Geo.  Smith) 

Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

high  to  examine.  So .Wales ( M. H. James) 
May  5,N,6E,  Cheektowaga,  Geo  .Urban  Blvd.(Mrs  .Mans- 
Manydates  between  April  11  &  May  26  /field) 

June  23,  N  with  1  Young  Cowbird,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 
Verio:  May  20,  N,  too  high  to  examine, S .Wales( James) 


May 
May 
May  26,N,4Y, 
June  1, N, 4E, 
June  9,N  too 


Prothonotary  Warbler:  May  19,  N,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Beardslee) 

June  1  &  2,  Nests,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  ( H.&R. Eckler ) 
Ea.  Yellow  Warbler:  May  26,  N  with  E,  Crescent  Beach  (Wattles) 

May  28,  N,  3E,  Batavia  (Lambert) 


June 
June 
June 
June 

American  Reds tart : June 

N,  3E 

Eastern  Red-wing: 


1,2 
3. 


& 

N,5E, 


Oak  Orchard  Swamp( H.&R. Eckler 
( Brockner ) 

( Beardslee ) 

(H.  &  R.  Eckler) 
with  fledglings  ready  to  leave,  & 

Cowbird  about  5  days  old, Leroy ( Hazelton) 


3,  N  with  E, 
Buffalo 
Buffalo 
Buffalo 


May 


N, Last 


Baltimore  Oriole 


Bronzed  Gracklo 


19, N, 4Y, 

19,  N, 2E, 

23,  N 
&  1 

30,  25  N  with  both  E  &  Y  (Wattles) 

;gg  June  4,  3E  hatched  June  16,  S. Wales (  James) 
Many  nests  record  in  early  June  with  both  E  &  Y. 
Last  date  of  Nest  with  Eggs,  June  22,  N, 2E,  Oak 
Orchard  Swamp  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

May  26,  2  N  with  E, Oak  Orchard  Swamp  ( H.&R. Eckler ) 
May  30,  N  with  E,  Batavia  (Mrs.  Pixley) 

June  12,  Nest,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

26,  Nest  v/ith  Young  (Beardslee) 

30,  N, Batavia,  Still  feeding  Y(Mrs.  Pixley) 


June 

June 

May 


23,  Feeding  Y  out  of  N,  (Beardslee) 


Eastern  Cowbird: 


Nests  found  May  30  and  31 
Eggs  found  in  other  birds  nests  as  follows: 

Apr.  27, Phoebe, April  28  Phoebe,  both  at  S. Wales 

(M.H. James 

May  26,  Field  Sparrow,  So.  Wales,  (M.  H.  James) 

June  23,  Red-eyed  Vireo,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

American  Redstart,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

2  Wood  Thrush,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak:  June  23,  N,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.  &  R. Eckler) 
Eastern  Purple  Finch;  May  17,  N,  Batavia  (Mrs.  Pixley) 

Ea .  Savannah  Sparrow:  June  23,  N,4Y,  North  Parker  Ave . (Duttweiler ) 

Ea .  Vesper  Sparrow:  May  11-30,  2N,  3E  &  4E,  1st  Brood  July  5,  4E 

2nd  Brood,  So.  1/Vales  (  M.  H.  James) 


June 


o , 


N,  4E,  Leroy,  (Hazelton) 


4 


f 


1 


Ea.  Chipping  Sparrow:  May  21, 

May  25,  N, 

June  3,  N, 

Ea.Field  Sparrow:  May  26,  N, 

June  3,  N, 

June  23, N, 
Ea.  Song  Sparrow:  May  5,  N, 

May  6,  N, 

May  10,  N, 

Many  other 
N,  IE,  Oak 


N,  Buffalo 

3E  Sc.  May  28,  N  BE,  So.  Wales  (M.H. James) 
4Y  Leroy  (Haze It on) 

5E,  So.  Wales  (M.  H.  James) 

4Y,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

1  Ft.  up  in  bush,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

4E,  Lyndonville  (Geo.  Smith) 

5E,  So.  Wales  (M.  H.  James) 

IE,  (Prof.  Lynch) 

nesting  records,  the  last  being  June  23, 
Orchard  Swamp  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 


We  thank  all  members  who  have  sent  in  nesting  records  for  1935. 

Records  are  wanting  on  many  common  species  which  have  been  reported 
in  other  years.  No  doubt  many  members  have  failed  to  report  nests 
of  some  species  which  they  have  found.  If  so,  the  editor  would 
like  to  hear  from  them. 


NOTES 

We  take  great  pleasure  in  announcing  the  election  of  Dr ,W .H.Bergtold 
of  Denver,  Col.,  as  an  Honorary  Member  of  our  Society.  In  1889,  while 
resident  in  Buffalo,  Dr.  Bergtold  published  a  Checklist  of  the  Birds 
of  Buffalo  and  Vicinity,  listing  237  species.  His  was  the  first 
attempt  to  record  the  status  of  the  birds  of  this  region,  and  we  are 
indebted  to  him  for  data  on  many  species  which  are  now  very  rare  or  in 
some  cases  extinct. 

Since  leaving  Buffalo,  Dr.  Bergtold  has  published  many  other  books 
and  pamphlets  relating  to  birds,  including  Birds  of  Denver  and  Birds 
of  Colorado.  He  is  as  active  today  as  many  men  much  younger  in  years, 
and  he  still  takes  time  for  occasional  field  trips  to  the  haunts  of 
his  feathered  friends. 

Young  Starlings  and  Cowbirds  were  noted  in  fair  sized  flocks  as 
early  as  June  18  this  year.  Redwings  and  Grackles  were  flocking  by 
June  25. 

Mr.  Wm.  L.  G.  Edson  has  kindly  sent  in  copies  of  the  weekly  reports 
of  birds  seen  in  Rochester  and  vicinity.  During  the  week  ending  June 
21,  an  American  Egret  was  seen  on  Irondequoit  Bay.  Of  unusual  signif¬ 
icance  was  the  report  of  the  finding  of  the  ''flat-topped”  nest  of  a 
Yellow  Rail  with  12  Eggs,  at  Marion,  N.  Y.  by  Carlton  M.  Brooks  on 
June  16.  The  adult  bird  we s  seen  again  on  June  23,  when  it  was  found 
that  the  eggs  hod  apparently  hatched. 

An  article  from  "The  East  Aurora  Advertiser"  of  June  27  tells  about 
a  field  trip  conducted  by  Miss  Mabel  H.  James  at  Emery  Park  on  June  23 
when  Pileated  Woodpeckers  and  several  other  species  were  observed. 

Miss  James  is  acting  as  a  guide  and  teacher  for  the  Garden  Center  In¬ 
stitute  of  Buffalo,  at  Grover  Cleveland  Park  this  summer. 

We  cannot  refrain  from  quoting  from  a  recent  letter  from  Mr.  Fred 
P.  Hazelton  of  Leroy,  "There  are  more  Wood  Thrushes  in  this  locality 
than  for  many  years  before.  Formerly,  the  Wilson’ s  Thrush  was  the 
Common  Thrush  in  these  woods,  the  Wood  Thrush  being  rarely  seen. 

This  year,  the  Wilson’ s  Thrush  and  the  Ovenbird,  formerly  common, 
have  entirely  disappeared,  the  Wood  Thrush  coming  in  to  take  their 
place.  I  have  noted  for  a  number  of  years  that  as  a  rule  the  Wilson’s 
and  the  Wood  Thrush  would  not  occupy  the  same  piece  of  woods  together. 
South  of  us,  there  is  a  strip  of  woods  called  the  "Long  Woods",  which 
is  about  three  miles  in  length  and  I  have  noticed  when  through  them, 
that  the  Wilson’ s  Thrush  occupied  the  south  half  and  the  Wood  Thrush 
the  north  half." 

I  am  wondering  how  many  of  our  readers  have  had  a  similar  experience 
in  regard  to  the  habits  of  our  nesting  Thrushes. 


» 


MEETING  OP  JUNE  12.  1935 


Mr,  Grove’s  Estate  on  Sheridan  Drive  was  the  scene  of  our  first  June 
meeting,  which  was  well  attended  by  members  and  their  families.  After 
a  picnic  supper  on  the  grass,  &  short  business  meeting  was  held,  upon 
completion  of  which  Mrs.  Kelly  led  a  walk  through  adjacent  fields  in 
search  of  sparrows.  The  songs  of  this  family,  being  so  important  in 
identifying  the  various  species,  were  the  subject  of  discussion  by  Mrs. 
Kelly^  who  was  able  to  find  Vesper,  Savannah,  Grasshopper^  Henslow’ s. 
Chipping,  Field,  Song,  and  Swamp  Sparrows,  as  well,  as  the  Towhee,  all 
singing.  Considerable  time  was  also  spent  in  watching  several  Upland 
Plover,  which,  while  not  on  the  program,  went  through  their  evolutions 

at  very  close  range.  _ 

MEETING  OF  JUNE  26.  1955 

The  last  meeting  of  the  Spring  was  a  particularly  enjoyable  one, 
being  held  on  the  wide  sandy  beach  at  Sherkston,  Ont.  Many  members  and 
guests  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  bathe  in  Lake  Erie  and  join 
in  supper  on  the  sand.  Mr.  Mitchell  led  a  discussion  of  plans  past  and 
future  which  had  been  prepared  by  his  program  committee.  Apart  from 
the  meeting,  the  highlights  were  furnished  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelly  who 
showed  us  a  Piping  Plover’s  nest  which  they  had  located  on  an  earlier 
visit,  and  by  Alfred  Wander,  our  Vice-president,  who  evicted  certain 
undesirables  who  wished  to  enjoy  the  comforts  of  a  beach  fire  without 
the  trouble  of  building  one  of  their  own. 

EVENTS  SCHEDULED  F0~R~7ULY~'and  AUGUST. "  1935". 


FIELD  TRIP: 

July  28 
August  4 


August  18 


August  25 


Monthly  Census. 

Shore  Birds:  Canadian  Shore-  Mr.  Mitchell 
Entrance  Peace  Bridge,  Bust!  Avenue, 7:00  A.  M. 
Bring  lunch  and  bathing  suits.  For  those  who 
cannot  start  early,  a  meeting  place  will  be 
Pt.Abino  Road  at  Pt.  Abino  Bay  at  10:00  A.  M. 

Ontario  Lake  Shore  -  Meet  7:30  A.M.  Main  Street 
and  City  Line.  Short  stop  at  Oak  Orchard  Swamp. 
Arrive  Brockport  at  Mr. George  Guelf ’ s  home 
about  9:00  A.M.  Standard  time  or  10:00  A.M. 
Buffalo  time.  Take  lunch.  Mr.  Guelf  will 
lead  party  to  points  on  Ontario  Shore. 

Monthly  Census:  In  case  of  inclement  weather 
on  August  18,  trip  to  Ontario  Shore  will  be 
postponed  until  the  25. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE 


We  welcome  reports  from  bird  observers  in  our  territory,  and 
hope  that  many  from  outside  of  Buffalo  and  vicinity  will  identify 
themselves  with  our  group  as  corresponding  members. 

However,  it  is  not  necessary  to  be  a  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society  in  order  to  receive  THE  PROTHONOTARY. 
Anyone  may  subscribe  at  the  rate  of  50$z(  annually. 
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THE  EXOTH  ©NOTARY 

Vol*  1,  No,  6 _ August,  1955, 

Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society, 

Buffalo,  New  York, 

THE  MONTH 

July  was  an  unusually  warm  month,  the  temperature  averaging  about 
4  degrees  above  normal*  Precipitation  was  less  than  half  the  normal 
amount,  and  we  were  spared  the  deluge  of  water  which  engulfed  many 
sections  of  central  New  York  during  the  month.  There  were  no  un¬ 
usual  movements  of  birds  recorded  during  July,  the  southward  shore 
bird  migration  being  the  only  major  migratory  movement  observed. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

JUNE  28  &  29  -  2  American  Egrets,  Irving,  one  of  which  was  seen  up  to 

the  last  week  in  July , (Dell, &fishermen  at  Irving) 

JULY  11  -  Nashville  Warbler,  Allegany  State  park  (Saunders) 

17  -  Solitary  Sandpiper,  w  ”  "  ,r 

28  -  100  Blue  Jay  in  one  flock,  Wales  (H.  &  R.  Eckler ) 

AUGUST 

2-2  Stilt  Sandpipers >  1  Ruddy  Turnstone , Mohawk  Pt ,0nt .( Savage ) 

4  -  Trip  along  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie 

2  Carolina  Wren,  Crescent  Beach  (Vaughan  and  party) 

1  Northern  Water  Thrush,  1  Baird’s  Sandpiper,  Erie  Beach. 

5-1  Great  Black-backed  Gull, Niagara  River  at  shipyards (Eames ) 

1  Yellow -bellied  sapsucker,  Franklinville  (Vaughan) 

19-1  Hooded  Merganser,  Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

22- 1  Roseate  Tern,  Niagara  River  above  Falls  (Beardslee) 

23- 1  Western  Willet,  Crystal  Beach,  Ont.  (Mitchell) 

2  or  3  American  Mergansers  have  been  observed  during  the 
entire  summer  in  the  Niagara  River  above  the  Falls. 


ADDITIONAL  NESTING  RECORDS 

N  -  Nest,  E  -  Eggs,  Y  -  Young 

Marsh  Hawk;  July  11  -  N  &  E,  Leroy  (Hazleton) 

July  18  -  N,  3Y  left  N  on  16th,  Steamburg( Alexander ) 
Common  Tern:  July  4,  Many  N  with  E  &  Y,  Mohawk  Is . ,0nt . (Robson ) 

Ea. Mourning  Dove:  July  25  &  26,  N  6&  E,  Leroy  (Hazleton) 

Black-billed  Cuckoo:  Aug*6,  Y  just  out  of  N,  Alleg.St.Pk.  (Saunders) 
Red-headed  Woodpecker:  Aug.  3,  Feeding  Y  in  N,  Java  (H.&  R.  Eckler) 
Chimney  Swift:  Aug.  1,  Feeding  half  grown  Y  in  barn,  Wolf  Run, 

Allegany  state  Park  (Saunders) 

Least  Flycatcher:  N  built  May  26,  3E  June  2,  Rushford  (Moore , Avery ) 

July  17,  N  &  Y,  Allegany  State  Park  (Saunders) 

July  15,  N  &  E,  Y  left  Aug.  6,  Allegany  State  Park 
( Saunders )this  nest  found  by  Mrs. Diaz  of  Niagara  Falls. 
Ea.  Phoebe;  Aug.  1,  N  &  Y  Allegany  State  Park  (Saunders) 

No. Cliff  Swallow:  still  nesting  Aug.l, Allegany  State  Park  (Saunders) 
Ea.  House  Wren:  July  11,  N  &  E,  Y  left  N  Aug.  6 ,Alleg. St .pk. ( Saunders ) 

July  30,  N  &Y,  Batavia  (Mrs •  pixley ) 

Aug.  2,  N,  3E, still  E  on  Aug. 9 ,Alleg. St .Pk. ( Saunders ) 


Catbird : 


■  - 

•v  •  ■  •  •  ■  . 


■  -  -  *  •  ...  . . 
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■ 


;  .  ; 

■ 

* 

a  . 

= 


Ea.  Robin; 


July  22,  N  3E,  Leroy  (Hazleton) 

July  27,  Bird  on  N,  Letcln.  rth  park  (H.  Eckler ) 

Aug,  8,  N  5E,  Allegany  State  park  (Saunders) 

Wood  Thrush:  July  7,  N,3E,  1  Cowbird's  E,  Leroy  (Hazleton) 

Hermit  Thrush: July  11,  N,3E,  2  hatched  July  20,  Y  left  Aug,  3, 

Allegany  State  Park  (Saunders) 

Olive-backed  Thrush:  July  11, N  withshell  of  E,  Al,St.Pk. ( Saunders ) 
Cedar  Waxwing:  June  29,  N  IE,  July  1,  4E,  E  missing  July  4,  Leroy 

(Hazleton ) 

July  8,  10,  &  11,  N  &  E,  Allegany  St.  Pk.  (Saunders) 
Red-eyed  Vireo :  July  7,  N,  1  Cowbird's  E  only,  Leroy  (Hazleton) 

July  21,  Y  left  2  Nests,  Alleg.St ,Pk. ( Saunders ) 
Black-throated  Blue  Warbler:  July  19,  N  &  Y,  empty  July  21,  Allegany 

State  Park  (Saunders) 

Ovenbird:  July  10,  N  &  Y,  empty  July  15,  Alleg.St .Pk. ( Saunders ) 

Indigo  Bunting:  July  23,  NScY,  Allegany  State  Park  (Saunders) 

Aug.  3,  N  IE,  2Y,  So.  Wales  (M.  H.  James) 

Ea.  Goldfinch:  Aug.  1  N,2E, empty  Aug. 3 , Allegany  State  park( Saunders ) 
Ea.  Field  Sparrow:  July  18,  2N  &  E,  Allegany  State  Park  (Saunders) 
Mississippi  Song  Sparrow:  July  15,  Y  left  N,  Alleg.St .Pk. ( Saunders ) 

Aug.  2,  N  Si  E,  Allegany  State  Park  (Saunders) 

Errata:  Nesting  record  of  Prairie  Horned  Lark  on  July  1,  mentioned 

in  page  3  of  July  issue,  was  incorrect.  It  should  have 
been  recorded  as  Vesper  Sparrow's  nest. 


BOOK  REVIEW 

"THE  HAWKS  OF  NORTH  AMERICA" 
by:  John  Bi chard  May. 

Published  by  the  National  Association  of  Audubon  Societies. 

Dr.  MayTs  book  is  a  notable  contribution  to  the  literature  of 
Ornithology.  A  comprehensive  and  authoritative  work  on  the  Hawi-sof 
North  America  is  not  only  of  first  importance  from  the  scientific 
point  of  view,  but  is  especially  timely  and  pertinent  to  enlighten 
the  public  as  to  the  value  of  our  hawks. 

Having  had  frequent  occasion  to  speak  on  the  subject  of  hawks 
before  many  and  various  types  of  organizations,  and  being  mindful  of 
numerous  conversations  with  farmers  and  sportsmen,  the  reviewer  is 
aware  of  the  deep  and  unreasonable  prejudice  existing  towards  all 
birds  of  prey.  It  is  an  indiscriminate  and  harmful  hostility  that 
threatens  to  destroy  many  useful,  if  not  all,  species,  and  Dr.  MayTs 
book,  if  happily  it  be  widely  read,  and  especially  by  the  young 
people  in  our  schools,  by  sportsmen  and  by  farmers,  may  prove  to  be 
a  landmark  in  the  conservation  of  bird  life  in  North  America. 

As  stated  in  the  excellent  foreword  by  Mr.  T.  G.  Pearson,  the 
contents  are  limited  to  means  of  identification  of  various  species 
of  hawks,  and  to  their  food  habits.  In  general,  each  species  is 
treated  in  a  manner  that  admirably  sets  forth  its  economic  status 
together  with  detailed  accounts  of  the  feeding  habits.  This  data, 
collected  from  all  available  sources,  includes  statistics  obtained 
from  the  examination  of  the  stomach  contents  of  the  various  species. 
Every  hunter  and  farmer  bent  on  the  destruction  of  hawks  might 
profitably  heed  the  evidence  contained  in  these  statistics. 
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BOOK  REVIEW  -  Continued. 


The  introduction  by  Dr.  May  is  well  written  and  merits  careful 
perusal.  In  it  he  significantly  points  out  the  alarming  decrease  in 
the  numbers  of  hawks;  that  the  eagles,  Swainson’s  Hawk  and  the 
Ferruginous  Rough -leg  have,  in  recent  years,  diminished  with  in¬ 
creasing  rapidity;  and  that  several  species  including  the  dainty  and 
graceful  White-tailed  Kite,  the  beautiful  Swallow-tailed  Kite,  the 
Everglade  Kite,  the  Red-bellied  Hawk,  the  Short -tailed  Hawk  and  the 
great  California  Condor,  the  largest  bird  known  to  breed  in  North 
America,  are  in  actual  danger  of  extermination. 

Dealing  with  the  difficulty  of  identifying  birds  under  discussion, 
the  author  quotes  from  ’’West  Virginia  7/ild  Life”,  which  report  re¬ 
veals  the  inability  of  a  group  of  experienced  sportsmen  to  identify 
mounted  specimens  of  seven  common  birds  of  prey.  Experiences  such 
as  these  confirm  the  difficulty  of  accurately  identifying  birds  of 
prey,  particularly  if  on  the  wing  or  at  a  distance,  and  establish  the 
fact  that  the  average  sportsman  or  farmer  cannot  be  trusted  to  de¬ 
stroy  only  those  species  that  are  known  to  be  harmful. 

Points  brought  out  by  the  author  for  means  of  identification  of 
hawks  in  the  field  are  well  taken  and  should  be  read  by  every  bird 
observer,  and  the  plates  of  ’’Hawks  in  Flight”,  by  Roger  Peterson, 
are  extremely  well  done  and  will  materially  aid  the  student  in  the 
identification  of  species.  On  the  other  hand  we  believe  that  the 
colored  plates  in  the  >ext,  of  certain  of  the  species  depicted, 
leave  much  to  be  desired.  For  example,  several  of  the  plates,  es¬ 
pecially  the  adult  Cooper’s  Hawk  and  the  adult  Red-shouldered  Hawk, 
appear  much  too  highly  colored,  and  the  plates  of  the  Red-tailed 
Hawk  and  the  American  Rough-legged  Hawk,  do  not,  to  our  eye,  re¬ 
present  characteristic  plumages  of  these  species  as  found  in  Western 
New  York.  Among  the  best  of  the  plates  are  those  of  the  Pigeon 
Hawk,  Broad -winged  Hawk  and  American  Goshawk. 

The  maps  of  distribution  of  hawks  are  of  great  interest  and  value, 
and  we  believe  they  accurately  represent  the  status  of  almost  all  of 
the  hawrks  that  occur  in  our  territory.  At  the  present  time  we  know 
of  no  Bald  Eagles  nesting  in  Western  New  York  although  they  did  nest 
here  until  very  recently.  Turkey  Vultures,  on  the  other  hand,  reg¬ 
ularly  nest  at  Oak  Orchard  swamp,  about  thirty  miles  northeast  of 
Buffalo,  and  probably  at  other  places  in  Western  New  York. 


A  wide  distribution  and  use  of  Dr.  May’s  book,  will,  we  believe, 
prevent  the  further  indiscriminate  destruction  of  hawks  and  insure 
protection  for  those  species  that  are  beneficial.  It  is  the  special 
merit  and  service  of  a  work  of  this  character  that  it  establishes 
the  foundation  for  the  enlightenment  and  education  of  those  who  have 
it  in  their  power  to  protect  and  preserve  one  of  the  great  families 

of  birds.  _  ,, 

NOTES  HcJ.j-itcncll. 


Please  send  in  early  fall  migration  records  and  any  additional 
nesting  records  as  soon  after  September  1,  as  possible. 

From  an  examination  of  bird  skins  sent  from  the  Buffalo  Museum  of 
Science,  Dr.  A.  Wetmore  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute  advises  that 
our  specimens  of  Song  sparrow,  taken  from  April  to  September,  must 
be  referred  to  the  Mississippi  song  Sparrow,  Melospiza  melospiza 
beata. 

Records  of  our  summer  resident  song  Sparrows,  heretofore  record¬ 
ed  as  the  Eastern  subspecies,  should  be  referred  to  M.  M.  beata. 
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NOTES  -  Continued 

Dr.  Wetmore  also  advises  that  our  ''Long-hilled  March  Wren"  is  de¬ 
finitely  the  Prairie  Marsh  Wren,  Telmatodytes  palustris  dissaeptus. 

Among  records  from  Rochester,  i5y  Mr.  L.  G.  Edson,  are  American 
Egret,  during  the  weeks  ending  August  2,  and  August  9,  an  Arctic 
Tern  at  chimney  Bluffs  on  August  11,  and  White -rumped  Sandpiper, 
Sanderling  and  Caspian  Tern  during  the  week  ending  August  25. 


EVENTS  SCHEDULED  FOR  SEPTEMBER,  1955 

FIELD  TRIPS: 

Sept.  1,  -  Franklinville  and  vicinity:  Mr.  Vaughan, 

Meet  opposite  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Delaware 
Avenue  at  7:50  A.M.  Bring  Lunch.  Mrs. Vaughan 
will  furnish  liquid  refreshments.  Those  desiring  to 
leave  later  can  meet  party  at  noon  in  Franklinville. 

Sept.  15  -  Buffalo  to  Niagara  Falls  -Mr.  Beardslee,  Fall 
Warbler  migration. 

Meet  7:50  A.M.  Delaware  park,  Windsor  Road 
entrance.  Later  meeting  place  Lincoln  park 
10:50  A.M.  Bring  lunch  if  you  take  complete  trip, 
including  Niagara  Falls. 


Sept.  29  -  Monthly  Census. 

Commencing  September  7,  and  each  Saturday 
thereafter  in  September  and  October,  meet  at 
6:50  A.M.  in  Delaware  Park,  Windsor  Rd.  entrance, 
for  early  morning  trips. 

MEETINGS : 

Sept.  11  -  First  fall  meeting  -  H.D.  MitchellTs  residence, 

578  Crescent  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  8:00  P.M. 
Executive  Committee  meeting  directly  after  regular 
meetingj  Executive  Committee  includes  Mrs.  T.M.Kelly, 
Mr.R.M.Verrill  and  all  officers. 

Sept.  25  -  Annual  Meeting,  Probably  at  Buffalo  Museum  of 
Science,  8:00  P.M. 

See  September  Protonotary  to  be  sure  of  place  of 
meeting. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE 


We  welcome  reports  from  bird  observers  in  our  territory,  and  hope 
that  many  from  outside  of  Buffalo  and  vicinity  will  identify  them¬ 
selves  with  our  group  as  corresponding  members. 

However,  it  is  not  necessary  to  be  a  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society  in  order  to  receive  THE  PH0TH0N0TARY.  Anyone 
may  subscribe  at  the  rate  of  50^  annually. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


President  -  Clark  S.  Beardslee, 
V. President  -  Alfred  D.  Wander, 
Secretary  -  William  C.  Vaughan, 

Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield 

Statisticians  (Clark  S.  Beardslee, 
Editor  -  Harold  D.  Mitchell, 


152  McKinley  Avc.  Kenmore, 
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591  Ashland  Ave.  Buffalo, 

44  Wingate  Ave.  Buffalo, 

and  Harold  D.  Mitchell) 

578  Crescent  Ave.  Buffalo, 


N.  Y. 
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N.  Y. 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  society, 

Buffalo ,  New  York,  


THE  MONTH 

The  middle  third  of  August  was  extremely  warm,  but  the  later  days 
were  cold,  so  that  the  month  as  a  whole  averaged  only  1,6°  above 
normal,  in  spite  of  this  abrupt  change  from  summer  to  autumn  tempera¬ 
tures,  the  warbler  migration,  which  usually  is  well  under  way  after 
August  20th,  was  not  pronounced  until  early  September,  The  shore  bird 
migration  was  also  in  some  respects  disappointing,  some  of  the  most 
eagerly  sought-for  species  being  rarer  than  usual 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

JULY 

25-2  Dowitcher,  1  Western  Sandpiper,  Pt.Colborne,  Ont,  (Sa-vage) 
AUGUST 

4  -  Duck  Hawk,  Cayuga  Road,  Williamsville  (Savage) 

5  -  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker,  Franklinville  (Vaughan) 

13  -  Flock  of  75  Mourning  Doves,  Waterport  (Mrs,  Pixley) 

22  -  Forster’s  Tern,  Niagara  Falls,  (Savage,  Beardslee ) 

30  -  Shoveller,  Niagara  Falls,  (Mitchell) 

-  22  European  Partridge,  North  Java  (Eames) 

SEPTEMBER 

1  -  Trip  to  Franklinville,  List  included: 

7  pied-billed  Grebe,  3  Wood  Duck,  1  Coot,  1  Marsh  Hawk, 

1  Cooper’s  Hawk,  5  Red-tailed  Hawk,  1  Pigeon  Hawk, 

10  Species  of  Warblers,  1  Red-breasted  Nuthatch, 

2  -  2pileated  Woodpecker,  Zoar  Valley  (Wander) 

1  Olive-sided  Flycatcher,  2  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher, 

1  Philadelphia  Vireo,  13  species  of  Warblers,  Forest  Lawn  and 
Point  Abino  (Mitchell) 

prothonotary  Warbler,  Oak  Orchard  (Mrs,  pixley) 

9  -  Least  Bittern,  mouth  of  Cattaraugus  Creek  (Mitchell) 

10-1  Ruddy  Turnstone,  1  Am.  Pipit,  Niagara  Falls,  (Beardslee) 

13  -  Golden  plover,  Niagara  Falls,  (Beardslee) 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher,  Olcott  (Beardslee) 

15  -  Fall  Warbler  Trip,  Delaware  Park,  Forest  Lawn,  Grand  Island, 
Niagara  Falls,  List  included:  2  Wood  Duck,  1  Sora,  1  Coot, 

1  Hummingbird,  4  Purple  Finch,  1  Philadelphia  Vireo, 

1  Warbling  Vireo,  13  Species  of  Warblers,  1  Red-breasted  Nut¬ 
hatch,  1  Gray-cheeked  Thrush,  15  Olive -backed  Thrush, 
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ADDITIONAL 


NESTING 


RECORDS 


Mourning  Dove; 

Cedar  Waxwing: 
House  V/ren: 
Goldfinch: 

Yellow-billed 

Robin: 


Aug* 

Aug* 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 


9,  N  2  E,  Leroy  (Hazelton  ) 

18,  N  2  E,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

Y  left  nest  (reported  July  26), 

22,  N  1  E,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

15,  N  3  E,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

25,  N  4  E,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

12,  Y  left  nest  (N  reported  July  30)  Batavia 

(Mrs.  pixley) 


Aug.  18,  N  4  E,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

N  5  E,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

Aug.  25,  N  and  Y,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

Cuckoo:  Aug.  18,  N  2  Y,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

Aug.  19,  Y  left  nest  (reported  above) 
Aug.  18,  Y  left  nest  (reported  July  22),  Leroy 

(Hazelton) 


r 


NOTES 


Please  send  in  fall  migration  records  and  additional  nesting  records 
as  soon  after  October  first  as  possible. 

A  course  on  Bird  Study  is  to  be  conducted  by  Miss  Mabel  H.  James 
at  The  Garden  Center  Institute  at  Grover  Cleveland  Park,  Buffalo 
each  Tuesday  at  11:00  A.M. ,  commencing  October  1. 

The  usual  Black  Tern  migration  was  observed  this  year,  large  numbers 
being  present  on  the  Niagara  River  throughout  late  August  and  early 
September.  Two  were  noted  August  14.  Two  days  later,  there  were 
fifty,  and  there  were  at  least  400  just  above  the  Peace  Bridge  during 
the  first  week  of  September.  A  few  were  still  there  on  September  17. 

August  28,  at  presque  Isle,  Erie,  Pa.  among  the  hundreds  of  Common 
Terns,  at  least  1  Forster Ts  Tern  and  28  Caspian  Terns  were  observed 
by  ye  editor. 

On  September  1,  several  members  were  fortunate  enough  to  journey  to 
Franklinville ,  and  to  partake  of  the  remarkable  "liquid  refreshments" 
provided  by  our  hostess.  We  thank  Mrs.  Vaughan  for  her  wonderful 
hospitality. 

At  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Knechtel,  Messrs.  James  Savage  and  Harold 
Mitchell  visited  Hamilton,  Ont.  on  September  8,  and  observed  over  a 
hundred  species  at  Durdas  Marsh  and  vicinity,  Mr.  George  North,  of 
Hamilton,  joined  the  party  later.  Among  the  birds  observed  were 
8  species  of  Duck;  17  species  of  shore  birds,  including  Dowitchers; 
White-rumped  and  Baird fs  Sandpiper,  and  3  Northern  phalaropes;  an 
American  Egret;  6  species  of  Swallows;  3  yireos;  and  15  Warblers. 

The  Egret  was  still  present  on  September  14,  when  it  was  seen  by 
Miss  Sherman,  Alfred  Wander  and  Edward  Ulrich,  who  also  reported  a 
Yellow  Rail  at  the  Dundas  Marsh  on  that  date. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Guynes  of  Erie,  Pa.  showed  ye  editor  a  location  at  the 
foot  of  Ash  Street,  Erie,  on  September  9,  where  Ducks,  Gulls,  Terns 
and  shore  birds  may  be  seen  at  close  range.  There  are  good  mud  flats 
and  a  breakwater,  directly  opposite  the  end  of  presque  Isle.  Eleven 
species  of  shore  birds,  several  Caspian  Terns,  a  Ruddy  Duck,  and 
2  Redheads  were  seen,  the  latter  having  remained  all  summer,  Mr. Guynes 
reports . 
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Mr.  Wm.  L*  G.  Edson#  official  observer  for  the  Burroughs -Audubon 
Nature  club  of  Rochester,  includes  -mong  his  weekly  reports  of 
observations,  for  the  week  ending  August  30th,  Red-backed  Sandpiper, 
Slate  colored  junco  (migrant)  and  Fox  Sparrow,  the  last  named  about 
a  month  earlier  than  the  average#  During  the  next  week,  Golden  Plover 
White -rumped  and  Baird* s  Sandpiper,  Caspian  Tern  and  Hooded  Warbler 
were  recorded#  During  the  week  ending  September  13,  an  American  Egret 
was  seen  and  it  remained  until  the  next  week.  Mr#  Edson*s  report  for 
the  week  of  September  20  are  of  particular  interest,  including  early 
fall  records  of  Bufflehead,  Old  Squaw,  American  Merganser,  Winter 
Wren  and  Golden  Crowned  Kinglet,  as  well  as  fairly  late  records  of 
Piping  plover,  Spotted  sandpiper,  and  both  Barn  and  Cliff  Swallows. 

MEETING~0F~  SEPTEMBER  ~li 

First  fall  meeting,  held  at  the  home  of  Mr#  Harold  D.  Mitchell. 
Several  amendments  in  the  By-laws  were  proposed,  including  one  whereby 
subscriptions  to  the  Prothonotary  will  be  50pf  per  year  for  all  members 
with  the  exception  of  honorary  members.  These  changes  will  be  voted 
upon  at  the  September  25th  meeting.  After  a  talk  on  "Fall  Warbler 
plumages”  by  Clark  S.  Beardslee,  the  meeting  closed  with  a  discussion 
of  our  individual  observations  during  the  simmer. 


FUTURE  EVENTS 

MEETINGS : 

September  25  -  Annual  Meeting,  Buffalo  Museum  of  science 

at  8:00  P.M.  -  use  door  on 
west  side  of  Museum. 

Reports  -  Election  of  Officers;  choice  of 
leaders  for  debate. 

October  9  -  Buffalo  Museum  of  science  8:00  P.  M# 

DEBATE:  -  Resolved:  that  the  Bobolink,  Cowbird, 
Meadowlark,  Redwing  and  Grackle  are 
more  benificial  than  harmful. 

FIELD  TRIPS:  September  29  -  Monthly  Census. 

October  6  -  Buffalo  Harbor,  Canadian  shore,  Late  Shore 

Birds,  Ducks,  Migrants.  Meet  opposite 
Buffalo  Athletic  Club  8:00  A#M.  Peace  Bridge,  9:30  A.M. 
Leader:  T#  M.  Kelly,  Telephone,  Ri-2160. 

Early  morning  trips,  each  Saturday  7:00  A.M.  >  Delaware  Park,  Windsor 
Road  entrance. 


OFFICERS  ~0F  THE' "BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL" SO CIETY 


President  -  Clark  S.  Beardslee, 
V.prosident  -  Alfred  D.  Wander, 
Secretary  -  William  C.  Vaughan, 

Treasurer  -  Mrs#  Lloyd  Mansfield 

Statisticians  (Clark  S.  Beardslee, 
Editor  -  Harold  D.  Mitchell, 


132  McKinley  A ve.  Kenmore, 

175  Saranac  Ave.  Buffalo, 

591  Ashland  Ave#  Buffalo, 

44  XI ingate  Ave.  Buffalo, 

and  Harold  D.  Mitchell) 

378  Crescent  Ave.  Buffalo, 


N.  Y# 
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published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society, 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

September  started  off  cool,  it  not  being  until  the  18th  that  the 
temperature  reached  normal.  The  whole  month  showed  a  temperature  about 
three  degrees  below  normal.  Many  days  were  cloudy,  or  partly  cloudy, 
rain  falling  13  days  although  the  precipitation  for  the  month  was  be¬ 
low  normal.  This  cool,  damp  weather  had  no  appreciable  effect  on  the 
general  migration.  The  records  for  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  more 
numerous  and  later  than  in  previous  years.  The  Red-breasted  Nuthatch, 
j  almost  absent  in  the  spring,  was  well  represented  in  the  September  re¬ 
cords.  Purple  Finches  have  been  more  common  than  usual  at  this  season. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

JULY  - 

25  -  sanderling  -  Hamburg-on-Lake  (Bourne) 

27  -  Baird fs  sandpiper  -  Long  Beach,  Ont.  (Bourne) 

28  -  Stilt  Sandpiper  -  Long  Beach,  Ont.  (Bourne) 

29-3  White -rumped  Sandpiper,  Long  Beach,  Ont.  (Bourne) 

31  -  Black-bellied  plover,  and  Knot  -  Long  Beach  (Bourne) 

AUGUST 

1- 4  Ruddy  Turnstone  -  Long  Beach,  (Bourne) 

25  -  Small  flock  JUnco  -  Batavia,  (Mrs.  pixiey) 

28  -  Black  and  White,  Parula,  Magnolia,  Chestnut -sided ,  several  Wil¬ 

son’s  Warblers,  and  Redstart,  Silver  Bay,  Ont.  (Mansfield) 

29  -  Blackburnian  Warbler,  Silver  Bay,  Ont.  "(Mansfield) 

30  -  Whip-poor-will,  Acadian  Flycatcher,  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler, 

Northern  Water  Thrush,  Silver  Bay,  Ont.  (Mansfield) 

31-1  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  (Ulrich) 

SEPTEMBER 

2- 1  Bob-White  -  Sweet  Home  Road,  Amherst,-  (Beadle,  Moore) 

15  -  Knot  -  Shirkston,  0nt.,(T.  &  M.  Kelly) 

19  -  75  Nighthawk  -  Buffalo,  (verrill) 

20  -  Warbling  Vireo,  Yellow-throated  Vireo,  Batavia,  (Mrs.  Pixiey) 

1  Spotted  Sandpiper,  Ft,  Erie,  (Beardslee) 

3  Barn  swallow  -  Buffalo,  (Mitchell) 
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SEPTEMBER 

21  -  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak,  Kenmore,  (Eeardslee) 

Forster Ts  Tern,  Ft.  Erie  (Brockner,  Weierheiser ) 

2  Caspian  Tern,  Ft.  Erie  (H.  &  R.  Eckler ) e 

3  Least  Flycatcher,  Forest  Lawn  (Verrill) 

22-1  Winter  Wren,  1  Golden-crowned  Kinglet,  3  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet, 
12  Red-tailed  Hawk  (10  in  1  flock),  Holland,  N.Y.  (Verrill) 

24-1  Mourning  Warbler,  1  Yellow -billed  Cuckoo,  Barcelona ,( Beardslee ) 
25  -  15  Nighthawk,  Buffalo  (savage) 

29- 2  Double-crested  Cormorant,  Erie  Beach,  Savage),  Crescent  Beach, 

(Wattles  and  Richard  Verrill) 

1  Pigeon  Hawk,  2  Knot,  Grand  Island  (Beadle,  Moore) 

Rough -winged  Swallow,  Niagara  Falls,  (somerside) 

Barn  Swallow,  Crescent  Beach,  (Wattles) 

Green  Heron,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Verrill) 

Canada  Goose,  Least  Bittern,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (schwenger) 

30- 1  Wood  pewee,  50  Rusty  Blackbird,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp ( Beardslee ) 

OCTOBER 

1-1  Ruddy  Duck,  Dunkirk,  1  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  and  1  Hooded 

Warbler,  Silver  Creek,  (Beardslee) 

3-1  Fox  Sparrow,  Buffalo,  (Brockner) 

5-1  White-winged  scoter,  Virginia  Rail,  Florida  Gallinule,  Grand 
Island  Ferry,  6  species  Warblers  including  Ovenbird  and 
2  Parula  Warblers,  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

3  Connecticut  Warbler,  Grand  Island  (Somerside) 

1  Olive -backed  Thrush,  Great  Horned  and  Barred  Owl,  Oak  Orchard 

Swamp  (Verrill) 

6  -  Trip  along  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  List  of  85  species  in¬ 

cluded  Baldpate,  Canvasback,  Lesser  scaup,  White-winged 
Scoter,  Surf  Scoter  (in  Buffalo  Harbor)  Ruddy  Duck,  (in 
small  pond  in  Centenial  Park,  Buffalo),  1  Green  Heron  and 

1  Red  phalarope  at  Erie  Beach,  3  Duck  Hawk,  5  Red-backed 
Sandpiper,  24  sanderling,  1  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  13  Black- 
bellied  Plover,  1  semipalmated  plover,  purple  Finch,  Fox 
Sparrow,  Towhee,  Cardinal,  Scarlet  Tanager,  1  Red-eyed  and 

2  Blue-headed  Vireos,  11  species  of  Warblers ,  including 
Nashville,  Orange -crowned,  Cape  May,  Black-throated  Blue, 
Magnolia,  Myrtle,  Blackpoll,  8  V/estern  Palm,  1  Connecti¬ 
cut,  1  Northern  Yellow-throat,  and  1  Redstart,  2  pipit, 
several  Catbird,  3  House  Wren,  1  Winter  Wren,  1  Prairie 
Marsh  Wren,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Many  Kinglets  of  both 
kinds  and  1  Gray-cheeked  Thrush. 

2  Florida  Gallinule,  1  Connecticut  Y/arbler,  Oak  Orchard  swamp, 

(Verrill ) 

7  -  At  BraddockTs  Bay,  many  Ducks  including  50  Blue -winged  Teal, 

20  Wood  Duck  and  1  Ring-necked  Duck,  100  Coot,  4  Scmi- 
palmated  sandpiper,  6  semi -palliated  Plover,  1  Ruddy  Turn¬ 
stone,  2  Prairie  Marsh  Wren  (Beardslee) 

OCTOBER 

8- 1  Red  phalarope,  1  Double-crested  Cormorant,  Niagara  Falls, 

(Mitchell ) 

9- 1  .American  scoter,  Niagara  Falls,  (Beardslee) 
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OCTOBER 

10-2  Redhead,  Buffalo  Harbor,  (Mitchell) 

12-3  Common  Loon,  1  House  Wren,  2  Phoebe,  Lake  Erie  Shore ,( somer- 

side  ) 

12- 2  Cape  May  Warbler,  2  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Delaware  Park, 

(Mitchell ) 

13- 2  Wood  Duck,  13  Canada  Goose,  5  Greater  Yellowlegs,  2  Western 

Palm  Warblers,  many  pipits  and  1  Mockingbird,  (along  Tow- 
Path),  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  (Brown,  Mitchell) 

2  Towhee,  Chestnut  Ridge  Park,  (somerside) 

15-1  Brown  Thrasher( Forest  Lawn ,  (Mitchell) 


ADDITIONAL  NESTING  RECORD 

S 

Mourning  Dove 

Sept.  3, 

Y  left  N  rep. 

Aug. 

9  - 

Leroy, 

( Hazelton ) 

Sept.  13, 

Y  left  N  rep. 

AUg. 

18 

it 

t» 

Sept.  21, 

Y  left  N  rep. 

Aug. 

22 

n 

it 

Goldfinch 

Aug •  28 , 

Y  left  N  rep. 

AUg. 

25 

Leroy, 

( Hazelton ) 

Sept.  3, 

Y  left  N  rep. 

Aug. 

18 

tt 

tt 

Sept.  11, 

Y  left  N  rep. 

Aug. 

18 

it 

tt 

NOTES 

The  American  Ornithologists1  union  will  hold  its  fifty-third  stated 
meeting  at  the  Royal  Ontario  Museum  of  Zoology,  Toronto,  Canada,  Oct¬ 
ober  21  -  24.  Anyone  interested  in  ornithology  is  urged  to  attend. 

On  Friday,  October  25,  a  field  day  will  be  held  in  Hamilton,  which 
will  afford  an  opportunity  to  see  the  wild  fowl  on  Hamilton  Bay,  and 
the  bird  life  of  Dundas  Sanctuary. 

Mr.  T.  L.  Bourne  of  Hamburg  has  been  away  a  good  part  of  his  time 
during  the  year,  but  in  his  travels  has  made  many  interesting  obser¬ 
vations.  some  of  the  most  noteworthy  are:  Duck  Hawk  near  Olean  on 
March  6;  Belted  Kingfisher  at  Rushford  Lake,  March  4;  Four  Lapland 
Longspur  at  Hamburg  on  February  23,  one  a  male  in  full  plumage; 
Dowitchers  at  mouth  of  18  mile  Creek  on  May  25,  and  Osprey  at  same 
place  on  June  3;  a  Yellow -breasted  Chat  in  Town  of  Amherst  on  June 
20,  near  Transit  Road  and  Maple  Street. 

Turkey  Vultures  have  been  unusually  common  this  fall.  Mrs.  Pixley 
reported  50  at  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  on  September  29,  Mr.  R.M.Verrill  re¬ 
ported  40  there  on  Oct.  5  and  6,  and  several  observers  saw  over  40 
in  one  flock  there  on  Oct.  13.  Mr .  Hazelton  reports  a  few  at  Leroy 
at  various  dates.  Reports  from  other  sections  show  that  in  the  fall 
Vultures  may  be  seen  over  most  of  our  territory,  although  nowhere  as 
commonly  as  at  Oak  Orchard  Swamp. 

MV.  G.  P.  VanSseltine  of  Geneva  has  prepared  a  bird  record 
notebook,  a  modification  of  the  Chapman  record  in  which  all  records 
for  100  trips  may  be  kept  in  sequence.  Almost  all  species  are  list¬ 
ed  and  blank  lines  are  left  for  rare  birds  to  be  added.  If  he  can 
obtain  orders  for  a  500  lot,  cost  would  be  only  28  cents  each. 

Please  notify  the  editor  if  you  would  like  to  order  one  or  more 
copies • 

The  Buffalo  Ornithological  society  recently  contributed  §10.00  to 
the  support  of  the  Hawk  Mountain  Sanctuary  in  Pennsylvania,  yjhich 
is  sponsored  by  Mrs.  C*  E.  Edge. 
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MEETING  OF  SEPTEMBER  25 

The  Annual  Meeting  was  held  in  the  Roosevelt  Room  of  the  Museum, 
After  the  regular  business  meeting  at  which  several  amendments  to  the 
By-laws  were  voted  upon  favorably,  the  election  of  officers  was  held. 
Those  elected  were  Honorary  president,  Tames  Savage;  president,  Clark 
S.  Beardslee;  Vice-President,  Alfred  D.  Wander;  Secretary,  Miss  Alice 
E.  Sherman;  Treasurer,  Mrs,  Lloyd  Mansfield;  Statisticians,  Clark  A. 
Beardslee  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell, 

After  the  election,  Mr.  Beardslee  read  his  Presidents  report  giv¬ 
ing  a  splendid  resume  of  the  years  work  and  commending  the  work  of 
the  other  officers  and  those  who  served  on  Committees. 


FUTURE  EVENTS 


MEETINGS : 

October  23,  at  8:00  P.I1,  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science, 

Roosevelt  Room, 

"Photographs  and  How  to  Take  Them" 

Edward  C.  Avery. 

November  6,  History  of ‘the  Founding  of  the  A.  0.  U.  and 

report  of  Fifty-third  Meeting  of  the  A.  0*  U* 
in  Toronto.  James  savage  and  Harold  D. Mitchell. 

FIELD  TRIPS: 

October  20  -  Fall  Duck  Census  -  Leader:  E.  C.  Ulrich, 

Telephone  Mr.  Ulrich  at 
Lin.  2405  for  assignment  of  territory,  or  to 
join  others  taking  part  in  census. 

November  3  -  South  Wales  and  Emery  Park.  Leaders:  Miss 

Brown  and  Miss  James.  Meet  at  Delaware  Avenue 
opposite  Athletic  Club  8:30  A.M.  or  at  south 
Wales  (Signal  light)  at  10:00  A.M. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Hon.  president 

President 

V.  President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Statisticians 

Editory 


James  Savage  Buffalo  Athletic  Club, Buffalo , 
Clark  S.  Beardslee , 132  McKinley  Ave.  Kenmore ,  N.  Y* 
Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Ave.  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Miss  Alice  E. Sherman,  1144  Kenmore  Ave .Buffalo ,N.  Y* 
Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield,  44  Wingate  Ave .Buffalo ,N.  Y. 
Clark  S.  Beardslee  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell. 

Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  crescent  Ave .Buf f alo ,N.Y. 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society, 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

The  first  twelve  days  of  October  averaged  over  8.5°  below  normal, 
while  the  balance  of  the  month  was  warmer  than  usual,  so  that  the 
month  on  the  whole  showed  little  change  from  the  average.  There  was 
more  sunshine  than  usual,  and  precipitation  was  less  than  one  -  half 
the  normal  amount.  A  fairly  strong  Southwest  wind  on  the  26th  may 
have  had  some  effect  on  the  migration  of  Blue  Geese  and  Snow  Geese, 
whose  presence  on  the  Niagara  River  in  unusual  numbers  was  the  out¬ 
standing  feature  of  the  month. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

SEPTEMBER 

30  -  -Flock  Canada  Geese,  East  Elma  ( Simmons ) 

OCTOBER 

5-1  Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  Leroy  (Hazelton ) ( Seen  constantly 

since ) 

12-1  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird,  Batavia  (Mrs.  Pixley) 

14-2  Double-crested  Cormorant,  Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

19-1  Tufted  Titmouse,  Delaware  park  (McDonald) 

-  1  saw-whet  Owl,  1  snowflake,  Windmill  Pt . ,  Ont.  (Beardslee) 

-  1  WilsonTs  Warbler,  Delaware  park  (Mitchell) 

20  -  Fall  Duck  Census,  E.  C.  Ulrich,  Leader. 

Territory  covered  included  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  Canadian  Shore 
of  Lake  Erie  to  port  Colborne,  Letchworth  Park,  Silver  Lake,  Niagara 
River  to  the  Falls,  Buffalo  and  vicinity,  and  the  Lake  Ontario  shore 
around  BraddockTs  Bay.  Y/eather  mild,  clear  and  pleasant.  The  large 
flock§  of  diving  ducks  had  not  yet  arrived,  although  a  few  were  ob¬ 
served.  Coots  were  very  numerouse  in  the  swamps  along  with  large 
flocks  of  Blackbirds.  Those  taking  part  in  the  census  included  C.S. 
Beardslee,  Miss  Berner,  Miss  Brown,  Mr.  Clark,  Miss  Duttweiler,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Eckler,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kratzer,  H.  D.  Mitchell,  Miss  Moore, 

Miss  Robson,  Fames  Savage,  Miss  Schwenger,  Miss  Sherman,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Somerside,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Swift,  E.  C*  Ulrich,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Verrill, 

A.  D.  Y/ander,  R.  Wattles; 

4  HolboellTs  Grebe,  6  Horned  Grebe,  54  pied-billed  Grebe,  12  Great 
Blue  Heron,  6  Black-crowned  Night  Heron,  5  Amer.  Bittern,  3  Whistl¬ 
ing  swan,  26  C.  Canada  Goose,  93  C.  Mallard,  1128  C.  and  Red-leg. 
Black  Ducks, 6  paldpate,37  pintail, 5  Green-wing.  Teal,  15  Wood  Duck, 
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55  Redhead,  2  Ring-necked  Duck,  12  Canvas-back,  800  Lesser  Scaup  (in¬ 
cluding  Greater  Scaups  also),  5  Amer.  Golden-eye,  18  White -winged 
Scoter,  8  Surf  Scoter,  8  Ruddy  Luck,  1  Hooded  Merganser,  30  Red-br. 
Merganser,  12  Turkey  Vulture,  2  sharpshinned  Hawk,  2  Cooper's  Hawk, 

1  E. Red-tailed  Hawk,  1  N. Red-shouldered  Hawk,  12  Marsh  Hawk,  1  E. 
Pigeon  Hawk,  1  E. Sparrow  Hawk,  1  Ruffed  Grouse,  80  Ring-necked 
Pheasant,  3  Florida  Gallinule ,  1000  Amer.  Coot,  222  Killdeer,  48 
Black-bellied  Plover,  58  Wilson rs  Snipe,  32  Greater  Yellow-legs, 

8  Lesser  Yellow-legs,  24  pectoral  Sandpiper,  1  White -rump ed  Sandpiper 
14  Red-backed  Sandpiper,  35  Sanderling,  531  Herring  Gull,  429  Ring¬ 
billed  Gull,  81  Bonaparte's  Gull,  2  E.  Mourning  Dove,  1  Great  Horned 
Owl,  1  N.  Barred  Owl,  2  Belted  Kingfisher,  10  N.  Flicker,  1  Yellow- 
bellied  Sapsucker,  16  N.  Downy  Woodpecker,  48  Prairie  Horned  Lark, 

6  N.  Blue  Jay,  100  E.  Crow,  50  Black  C.  Chickadee,  26  White-breasted 
Nuthatch,  1  Red-br.  Nuthatch,  19  Brown  Creeper,  6  E.  Winter  Wren, 

160  E.  Robin,  16  E.  Hermit  Thrush,  23  E.  Bluebird,  90  E.  Golden-cr. 
Kinglet,  48  E.  Ruby-cr.  Kinglet,  50  Amer.  pipit,  3  Cedar  Waxwing, 

2000  Starling,  12  Myrtle  Warbler ,  80  English  Sparrow,  1  E.  Meadowlark 
7,000  E.  Red-Wing,  7,000  Rusty  Blackbird,  15  Bronzed  Grackle,  1000  E. 
Cowbird,  1  E.  Cardinal,  8  E.  purple  Finch,  90  E.  Goldfinch,  3  Red¬ 
eyed  Towhee,  3  E.  Savannah  Sparrow,  2  E.  Vesper  Sparrow,  190  Slate - 
col.  Junco,  33  E.  Tree  Sparro w,  1  E.  Chipping  Sparrow,  30  White - 
throated  Sparrow,  12  E.  Fox  Sparrow,  53  Swamp  Sparrow,  38  Miss.  Song 
Sparrow,  3  Snow  Bunting. 

(Total  -  94  species;  22,264  Individuals) 


21-1  Gadwall,  1  Black-backed  Gull  (Irma.),  1  Laughing  Gull, 

Niagara  Falls, (Roger  Peterson, L. Walsh, WarrenEaton,R.  Allen) 

-  1  Dowitcher,  (Sp?),  Fort  Erie,  Ont.  (Laurence  Hicks) 

23-3  Flocks  Canada  Goose,  Leroy  (Kazelton) 

26-1  Long-eared  Owl,  Forest  Lawn  (Brown,  Mitchell) 

Many  Geese  reported  flying  over  Buffalo  and  vicinity  during 
evening,  some  flocks  apparently  circling  about  as  if  undecid¬ 
ed  where  to  alight.  Las  beard  in  direction  of  Niagara  River 
or  Lake  Erie. 

27  -  About  10,000  Geese  on  Niagara  River  above  Falls,  (T.M. Kelly) 

Probably  these  flocks  comprised  approximately  9,000  Blue  Geese 
with  a  few  hundred  Snow  Geese  (  robably  Lesser  Snow  Geese)  and 
a  few  hundred  Canada  Geese. 

-  1  Turkey  Vulture,  1  E.  Goshawk,  1  Amer.  Rough  Leg.  Hawk,  lswamp 
Sparrow,  100  Pipit,  3  Hermit  Thrush,  Oak  Orchard  Sw.  ( R.M,.  Verrill 

28  -  About  1550  Blue  Geese,  55  Snow  Geese,  on  rocks  above  Goat  Is., 

Niagara  Falls  and  about  60  in  sight  in  Gorge  below  Falls, 

(Beardslee,  Sherman,  Mitchell) 

29  -  About  500  Geese,  1  Gt.  Yellow-legs ,  Niagara  Falls,  (Mitchell) 

30  -  150  Blue  Geese,  1  Snow  Goose,  Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

NOVEMBER 


1  -  Myrtle  Warbler  -  Tonawanda  (Beardslee) 

2- 4  Hooded  Merganser,  10  Bufflehead,  Niagara  River  (Mitchell) 

3- 1  Tufted  Titmouse  -  Lincoln  Park,  Tonawanda  (Somerside)  still 

there  Nov.  9. 

-  Trip  to  south  Wales  and  Emery  park  (Leaders,  Miss  Brown,  and 

Miss  James) 

Among  Birds  seen  were  1  Canada  Goose,  2  Ruffed  Grouse,  Cooper Ts 
Hawk,  3  pileated  Woodpecker. 
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NOVEMBER 

6- 1  Loon,  2  D.Cr.  Cormorant ,  Dunkirk,  2  Fox  Sparrow,  10  Red-br. 
Nuthatch,  Silver  Creek  (Beardslee) 

7- 1  Common  Tern,  1  Old  Squaw,  Niagara  Falls,  (Beardslee) 

-  Turkey  Vulture,  Large  flock  Redwings,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

15-1  Gad wall,  1  Green-w.  Teal,  1  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  9  Black-bel. 
Plover,  Niagara  Falls,  (Beardslee,  Mitchell) 


NOTES 

Our  Society  was  well  represented  at  the  A.  0*  U.  Meeting  at  Toronto 
in  October.  Mr.  James  Savage,  Mr.  Rufus  LeFevre  and  Mr.  Harold  D. 
Mitchell  attended  most  of  the  sessions.  Mrs.  H.E.Eckler  was  there  for 
two  days,  while  Mr.  Clark  s.  Beardslee  and  Dr.  C.E. Cummings  drove  up 
for  a  day.  In  the  midst  of  a  somewhat  "serious"  week,  comedy  was 
furnished  at  the  Banquet  at  the  Royal  York  Hotel,  both  by  some  comical 
presentations  to  certain  well  known  Ornithologists,  and  by  the  annual 
issue  of  t"The  Auklet".  One  article  from  this  "occasional  Journal", 
entitled  "A  Method  for  the  Control  of  the  Profanitory  Warbler",  hit  us 
right  between  the  eyes.  It  seemed  more  than  a  coincidence  that  a 
Barred  Owl  chose  a  perch  a  few  feet  from  a  window  of  the  Royal  Ontario 
Museum  to  spend  a  day  during  the  convention.  The  field  trip  to  Hamil¬ 
ton  and  the  Dundas  Marsh,  following  the  meeting,  was  most  enjoyable. 

One  of  the  outstanding  events  of  the  past  month  was  the  occurrence 
of  about  ten  thousand  Blue -Geese  and  Snow  Geese  on  the  Niagara  River. 
Not  only  were  bird  lovers  thrilled,  but  it  was  a  news  item  in  papers 
from  coast  to  coast  and  radio  stations  broadcasted  the  news  on  Sunday, 
October  27,  when  the  greatest  numbers  were  present.  Mr.  T.  M. Kelly 
had  the  good  fortune  to  see  the  Geese  on  Sunday  afternoon  before  the 
larger  part  of  the  flock  left  the  river.  It  was  estimated  that  about 
300  went  over  the  falls  Sunday  night,  and  many  were  observed  early 
Monday  morning  recuperating  on  the  shores  at  the  side  of  the  Gorge. 
However,  most  of  those  which  tried  to  reach  the  Canadian  shore  of  the 
Gorge  v^ere  shot,  and  according  to  the  newspapers,  about  250  were  given 
to  the  unemployed.  A  feTw  dead  birds  were  seen  floating  in  the  Gorge, 
but  apparently  the  majority  would  have  been  able  to  survive  the  ordeal 
had  they  been  left  unmolested,  some  Geese  remained  on  the  rocks  above 
Goat  Island  for  several  days.  One  specimen,  an  immature  Blue  Goose, 
was  brought  to  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

Mr.  Wm.  L.  G.  Edson,  official  observer  for  the  Burroughs  Audubon 
Nature  Club  of  Rochester,  includes  in  his  list  for  the  week  ending 
September  27,  Old  Squaw  Duck  and  piping  Plover.  For  the  week  preced¬ 
ing  October  11,  Dowitcher  and  a  Red  phalarope ,  reported  from  the  Lake 
Ontario  Shore  east  of  Summerville,  on  October  9.  For  the  week  ending 
October  18,  he  includes  Osprey,  sora  Rail,  Florida  Gallinule,  Catbird, 
Bobolink,  scarlet  Tanager  and  snow  Bunting,  a  flock  of  which  was  seen 
October  13th  near  Long  pond.  For  the  week  ending  October  25,  Double- 
Crested  Cormorant  and  Towhee  were  noteworthy  records  and  for  the 
following  week  Sora  Rail  is  a  late  record.  For  the  week  ending 
November  8th,  Blue-wing.  Teal,  Ruddy  Duck,  Hermit  Thrush,  Pipit, 

Myrtle  Warbler  and  Redpoll,  the  latter  seen  in  Rochester  October  31. 
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The  first  meeting  in  October  was  a  lively  debate.  "Re solved:  the 
Redwing,  Meadowlark,  Cowbird,  Bobolink  and  Bronzed  Grackle  are  more 
beneficial  than  harmful".  Each  side  defended  their  position  so  well 
that  the  judges  declared  it  a  tie.  Many  interesting  facts  concerning 
the  feeding  habits  of  birds  were  brought  out  at  this  debate.  Also  un¬ 
suspected  talents  of  some  of  our  members  were  brought  to  light. 

At  the  second  October  meeting,  Mr.  Edward  C.  Avery  of  the  Buffalo 
Audubon  Society  gave  a  talk  of  great  interest  on  "Photographs,  and  How 
to  Take  Them",  illustrating  his  talk  with  many  fine  examples  of  his 
own  work.  We  hope  that  more  of  our  members  will  follow  Mr.  Avery Ts 
example  and  take  up  this  valuable  adjunct  to  bird  study. 

The  November  6th  meeting  was  not  largely  attended,  but  proved  most 
interesting.  Mr.  Beardslee  gave  a  short  history  of  the  founding  of 
the  American  Ornithologists’  Union.  Mr.  Mitchell  followed  with  a  re¬ 
port  of  the  A.  0.  UTs  53rd  meeting  recently  held  in  Toronto,  Canada. 
Many  of  the  papers  he  heard  were  given  by  eminent  ornithologists, 
telling  of  certain  investigations  which  they  had  been  carrying  on. 

Mr.  Mitchell  felt  that  we  all  could,  if  we  would,  carry  on  similar 
projects  and  investigations  regarding  birds  in  our  territory,  which 
would  be  valuable  additions  to  Ornithological  knowledge. 

FUTURE  EVENTS 

MEETINGS:  8:00  P.M.  at  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

November  20  -  "Movies  and  Stills",  H.  E.  Eckler. 

December  11  -  Plans  for  Christmas  Census,  A*  D.  Wander. 

FIELD  TRIPS:  December  8  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp, R.M.Verr ill, Tel. De-5105 

December  22  -  Christmas  Census:  A. D .Wander,  Tel.De-1200 


EDITOR’S _ NOTE 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  the  appointment  of  Mrs.  George  C.  Kratzer 
to  the  Editorial  Board  of  The  Prothonotary  as  Business  Manager.  Wish¬ 
ing  to  make  this  publication  entirely  self-supporting,  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  society  recently  ruled  that 
the  subscription  price  of  The  prothonotary  to  all  classes  of  member¬ 
ship,  except  Honorary  Members,  should  be  50^  per  year,  retroactive  to 
the  date  when  members  received  their  first  copies. 

Kindly  send  in  your  subscriptions  to  Mr.  Kratzer.  If  your  subscrip¬ 
tion  is  not  received  by  Dec.  11,  you  will  not  receive  the  December  copy. 
Editor*.  -  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Business  Manager:  Mrs.  George  C.  Kratzer,  140  Wardman  Rd.,  Kenmore,N.Y. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Honorary  President  -  James  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  club 
president  -  Clark  S.  Beardslee,  132  McKinley  Ave . , 

V.  president  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Ave. 
Secretary  -  Miss  Alice  E.  Sherman, 1144  Kenmore  Ave., 
Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield,  44  Wingate  Ave., 
Statisticians-  Clark  S.  Beardslee  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell. 


,  Buffalo,N.Y. 
Kenmore ,N.Y. 
Buffalo,N.y . 
Buff alo ,N.Y. 
Buffalo ,N.Y. 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  society, 

Buffalo ,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


Despite  the  fact  that  there  were  only  three  clear  days  during  Novem¬ 
ber  and  that  for  eight  successive  days  the  sun  did  not  shine  in  Buffalo 
temperatures  for  the  month  averaged  1.8°  above  normal. 

Rainfall  was  about  half  the  average  for  the  month,  and  there  is  now 
over  eleven  inches  accumulated  deficiency  in  precipitation  for  the  year.. 
Some  of  the  winter  Ducks  and  Gulls  seemed  to  be  late  in  putting  in  an 
appearance . 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

NOVEMBER  - 

2-1  White  (Albino)  Crow  -  E.  Elma  (Simmons) 

4-1  Red-throated  Loon,  Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

5  -  Flock  Green-winged  Teal,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Madison) 

9  -  Flock  Eastern  Redwing,  Orchard  park  (Mrs.  Winship) 

11  -  Great  Horned  Owl,  Barred  Owl,  American  Bittern,  Oak  Orchard 

Swamp  (Verrill,  Wander ) 

17-2  Rough-legged  Hawk  -  Dark  phase  -  Oak  Orchard  swamp  (Kelly, 

Ulrich,  yerrill,  Wander) 

-  1  Great  Blue  Heron,  1  Greater  Yellowlegs,  7  Coot,  Grand  Island, 

(Somerside  ) 

-  5  Mourning  Dove,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

18  -  ±  Red-throated  Loon  -  Niagara  River,  Buffalo  (Mitchell) 

20  -  1  Surf  Scoter  -  Buffalo  Harbor  (Mitchell) 

21- 1  Holboell»s  Grebe,  1  White -winged  scoter,  1  Coot,  Niagara  Falls 

(Beardslee ) 

22- 1  Wilson* s  Snipe,  Niagara  Falls  (Mitchell) 

24  -  Monthly  Census:  List  included  1  Holboell*s  Grebe,  1  Horned  Grebe 

4  common  Loon,  2  Red-throated  Loon, 

2  Hooded  Merganser,  5  Bufflehead. 

25- 1  Mourning  Dove,  E.  Elma  (Simmons) 

26- 1  common  Tern,  Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

Also  observed  near  same  place  Nov, 29,  and  Dec, 3  (Mitchell) 
29-1  Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

Also  observed  almost  daily  up  to  December  11, 

29-4  Green-winged  Teal,  Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee,  Mitchell) 


•• 


! 


*  ■  • 


• 

9  (•*  —  1  .  -  -  ■*  • 

•"*  ‘ 

• 

„ 


• 

. 


. 

' 

' 

. 

' 

, 

. 

r  ■  '»  A 


DECEMBER 

1  -  1  Gt.  Black-backed  Gull,  25  Redhead,  2  Canvasback,  1  Bufflehead, 

Buffalo  Harbor  (Brockner,  Mitchell) 

3-5  Mourning  Doves,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

4  to  6th  also  9th  and  10th,  Robin,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

5-3  Great  Black-backed  Gull,  1  Kumlien’s  Gull,  Niagara  Falls, 

(Mitchell) 

Very  few  Ring-billed  Gulls  now  remain  on  Niagara  River. 

7-4  White-winged  scoter,  Buffalo,  2  Red-tailed  Hawk,  2  prairie 
Horned  Lark,  Grand  Island  (Brown,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Creighton, 

MX.  and  Mrs.  Winship,  Mitchell) 

8  -  Trip  to  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  seven  members  present,  R.  M.  Verrill 
leader,  List  included  3  Great  Horned  Owl,  several  Goldfinch 
and  1  Rusty  Blackbird. 

-  8  Mourning  Dove,  Leroy  (Mrs.  J*.  A.  Kenny) 

9-1  Ruddy  Duck,  Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee  ) 

10  -  Flock  16  Mourning  Dove  and  7  on  the  11th  feeding  in  buckwheat 
fields,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 


NOTES 

On  Wednesday,  December  18,  at  8:30  p.M*,  Dr.  George  Miksch  Sutton, 
Curator  of  Birds  at  Cornell  University,  will  give  an  illustrated 
lecture  on  "Bird-Hunting  with  the  Eskimos  of  Hudson  Bay".  This 
lecture  will  be  held  in  the  Auditorium  of  Norton  Hall  at  the  University 
of  Buffalo.  We  understand  that  our  members  are  invited  to  be  pre¬ 
sent  at  this  lecture,  which  should  be  of  great  interest  to  all  bird 
lovers . 

The  new  Bird  Record  Notebooks  previously  mentioned  in  these  columns 
have  been  received  from  Mr.  G.  P.  Van  Eseltine.  They  allow  for  records 
of  over  one  hundred  daysT  observations.  They  are  neat  in  appearance, 
4"x7"  in  size,  and  each  species  is  listed  in  ornithological  order  on 
the  left  margin,  your  copy  awaits  you,  and  will  be  sent  upon  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  thirty  cents,  which  represents  the  cost  price. 

If  members  have  not  received  their  copies  of  the  Constitution  and 
By-lav/s  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  society,  they  may  be  obtained  at 
the  next  meeting  or  by  addressing  the  editor.  Extra  copies  are  avail¬ 
able  if  you  desire  to  send  one  to  a  prospective  member. 

MEETING  OF  "NO VEIvSER  ~S0 

At  the  November  twentieth  meeting,  Mr.  Harlan  Eckler  showed  motion 

and  still  pictures  of  his  summer  trip  to  the  Gaspe'  peninsula.  Mrs. 
Eckler  very  ably  collaborated  with  Mr.  Eckler  in  describing  his  pictures 
and  explaining  the  pleasures  and  sidelights  of  their  journey. 

The  close-ups  of  the  Gannets  on  St.  Bonaventure  Island  and  several  of 
the  scenic  pictures  were  of  especial  interest.  He  also  showed  several 
fine  pictures  of  Coots,  Gallinules  and  Wood  Ducks  taken  at  Oak  Orchard 
Swamp . 
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MEETING  OF  DECEMBER  11 
Plans  for  Christmas  Bird  Census 


The  Society1 s  Christmas  Bird  Census  will  be  held  on  Sunday , ^ December 
22,  and  will  cover  the  same  territory  as  in  previous  years.  Mr.  Alfred 
D.  Wander,  the  leader,  gave  out  the  following  territorial  assignmen  s:^ 

1  James  Savage;  Buffalo  Harbor,  Erie  Beach,  Canadian  Shore  of  Niagara 

Paver  to  Niagara  Falls  and  Goat  Island. 

2  Harold  D.  Mitchell;  American  Shore  of  Niagara  River  to  Niagara  Falls 

and  West  River  shore  of  Grand  Island. 

Clark  S.Beardslee;  Willoughby  Marsh  and  vicinity 
jack  Schmahl;  Bear  swamp  and  vicinity 
Ed.  Ulrich;  N.  E.  Section  of  Grand  Island 

MT.  &  Mrs.  Eckler;  S*E.  Section  of  Grand  Island  .... 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kelly;  Ellicott  Creek,  Parker  Av. ,  and  vicinity 
Alice  Sherman;  Delaware  park  and  Forest  Lawn 
William  Vaughan;  North  Central  Section  of  Grand  Island 
Bertha  schwenger;  Buckhorn  Island 
Winston  Brockner;  N.  W.  Section  of  Grand  Island 

Mrs.  Mansfield;  S.W.  Section  of  Grand  Island.  _  T,Tiori_ 
Members  not  assigned  can  join  any  group  they  prefer  by  making  arrange. 

ments  with  the  group  leader.  _  ,, 

Mr.  Wander  desires  that  all  reports  be  in  his  hands  before  6; 00  P.M. 
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the  22,  and  suggests  that  actual  counts,  where  possible  s hould  b 


made  rather  than  estimates  of  numbers.  Total  numbers  of  species  should 
bemade  a  secondary  consideration,  accuracy  of  identification  being 
primary  importance. 


MEETINGS ; 


8;00  P.M. 
January  8 


FUTURE  EVENTS 

at  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 


"Birds  of  Northern  Asia",  Mr.  Rufus  Le  Fevre 


riELD  TRIPS:  December  22  -  Christmas  Bird  Census 


EDITOR'S  NOTE 

to  some  of  our  readers  this  may  be  the  last  issue  you  will  receive. 
We’ can  no  longer  continue  to  send  you  your  copy  unless  you  send,  us  your 
subscription  of  50  cents.  This  should  be  mailed  or  given  to  Mrs.  G  • 
C.  Kratzer,  Business  Manager,  140  Wardman  Road,  Kenmore,  New  York. 

Editor:  -  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  crescent  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


0EFI CERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  0Rini!I0L()GICAL_S0CIETY 
Honorary  President  -  James  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Buffalo, 


President 
V.  president  ~ 
Secretary 
Treasurer  - 
Statisticians- 


Clark  s.  Beardslee,  132  McKinley  Ave 
Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Ave. 

Miss  Alice  E.  Sherman, 1144  Kenmore  Ave., 
Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield,  44  Wingate  Aye., 
Clark  S.  Beardslee  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell. 


N.Y* 

N.Y. 

N.Yc 


Kenmore , 
Buffalo, 
Buffalo , 
Buffalo,  N.Y* 
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published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  society 

Buffalo ,  New  York 


THE  'MONTH 


December  was  a  severe  winter  month,  although  no  zero  weather  was  re¬ 
corded#  The  temperature  averaged  5.5°  below  normal  and  tor  10  days 
straight  the  thermometer  did  not  register  over  21° „  More  than  27  in. 
of  snow  fell  during  the  month,  compared  with  an  average  17  in.  snow- 
fall.  Among  the  winter  bird  visitors  have  been  rather  large  number  of 
Snow  Buntings  and  Lapland  Longspurs  and  a  few  Redpolls,  SomO  birds  re¬ 
maining  with  us  have  been  a  small  number  of  Mourning  Do^es,  Flickers, 
Meadowlarks,  cowbirds  and  Redwings.  One  Ruby-crowned ^ Kinglet  was 
ported.  Old  Squaws  have,  so  far,  not  appeared  in  their  usual  numbeis. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


NOVEMBER 
9 

10 


15 

17 

19 

22 


-  Largeflock  E.  Goldfinch  -  Batavia  (Mrs.  pixley ) 

-  short-eared  owl  -  Marilla  (Mrs.  Elsie  Hudson) 

The  Owl  was  brought  to  Marilla  School  tj-3,  with 
a  broken  leg.  The  leg  was  set  by  a  physician, 
but  the  bird  died  soon  afterwards. 

-  1  Gadwall,  1  Green-wing  Teal  -  Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee, Mitchell) 


LargeFlocks  Song  Sparrow.  -  Batavia  (Mrs.  pixley) 

1  Northern  Shrike  -  Dunnville  (Savage) 

1  Snowy  Owl  -  Gardenville  (H.  Earrand  per  Dean  Amadon) 


DECEMBER 


10 

12 

12 

14 

17 

18 
20 


21  - 


1  Robin  -  No.  Colvin  Ave.  Tonawanda  (Mrs.  J.  McCallum) 
1  Flicker  -  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

1  common  Loon  -  Niagara  River  (Mitchell) 

1  Robin  -  Hamburg  (Bourne) 

1  Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  1  Northern  Shrike-  Leroy 
Glaucous  Gull  -  Hamburgh -on-the -Lake  (Bourne) 

1  Horned  Grebe  -  Dunkirk  (Beardslee) 

25  Lapland  Longspur  -  Portland  (Beardslee) 

1  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  -  Silver  Creek  (Beardslee) 
Meadowlark,  Song  Sparrow  -  Franklinville  (Amadon) 


(Hazelton ) 
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DECEMBER 

22  -  ANNUAL  CHRISTMAS  BIRD  CENSUS: 

Centering  on  Grand  island,  2"  snow  on  ground  -  wind  light, 
temperature  average  15°  -  18° t clear  most  of  day.  The  list  comprised :- 

Horned  Grebe  1;  Whistling  Swan  13;  Mallard  51;  Red-legged  and  common 
Black  Duck  1,306;  pintail  15;  Redhead  125;  Canvas -baek  148;  Greater 
and  Lesser  Scaup  Duck  1,009;  Golden-eye  1,568;  Bufflehead  7;  Old  Squaw 
43;  Scoter  (species  ?)  6;  American  Merganser  511;  Red-breasted  Mergan¬ 
ser  29;  Goshawk  1;  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  2. 

Cooper »s  Hawk  3;  Red-tailed  Hawk  3;  Red-shouldered  Hawk  1;  Rough¬ 
legged  Hawk  7;  Marsh  Hawk  5;  Sparrow  Hawk  15;  Ruffed  Grouse  1;  Ring¬ 
necked  pheasant  567;  Glaucous  Gull  1;  Great  Black-backed  Gull  16; 
Hefring  Gull  2,807;  Ring-billed  Gull  7;  Bonaparte Ts  Gull  510;  Mourning 
Dove  12;  Snowy  Owl  1,  Barred  Owl  1;  Flicker  1;  Red-headed  Woodpecker  3; 

Hairy  Woodpecker  9;  Downy  Woodpecker  57:  prairie  Horned  Lark  17; 

Blue  jay  35;  Crow  625;  Black-capped  chickadee  167;  White-breasted  Nut¬ 
hatch  27;  Brown  Creeper  16;  Golden-crowned  Kinglet  2;  Northern  Shrike  1 
Starling  1,362;  English  Sparrow  543;  Meadowlark  10;  Red-winged  Black¬ 
bird  10;  cowbird  13;  Redpoll  3;  Goldfinch  8;  slate-colored  Junco  8; 

Tree  Sparrow  33;  Song  Sparrow  23;  Lapland  Longspur  705  and  Snow  Bunt¬ 
ing  614. 


Total  58  species.  13,475  individuals , next  to  the  largest  number  of 
species  ever  recorded  in  the  census  of  our  society.  Our  capable  lead¬ 
er  was  Alfred  D.  Wander,  who  was  assisted  by:  Messrs*  Clark  s. 
Beardslee,  Thomas  L.  Bourne,  Winston  Brockner,  Miss  Mary  Brown,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Alvin  R.  Beadle,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harlan  Eckler,  Herbert  Halle tt, 
Miss  Lucille  Jack,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  M.  Kelly,  Ward  Klepfer,  Harlan 
Klepfer,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Kratzer,  Dennis  Lee,  Harold  D.  Mitchell, 
Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield,  Robert  Mansfield,  Richard  Mansfield,  Miss  cornie 
Moore,  James  savage,  C.  A*  Somerside,  John  H.  Schmahl,  Edward  C. Ulrich 
William  C.  Vaughan,  and  Ruth  Weierheiser. 

22  -  1  pileated  Woodpecker  -  Emery  Park  (William  Wild) 

3  Red  Breasted  Nuthatch  "  M  "  n 

22-2  Great  Horned  Owl  -  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

24  -  Snowy  Owl  -  Starin  Avenue  (H.  Eckler) 

13  Whistling  Swan  -  Niagara  River  (Mitchell) 

24  -  Rock  Dove  -  nest  with  2  newly  hatched  young-Buf falo ( J. Putnam) 

25  -  prairie  Horned  Lark,  1  Rough-legged,  1  Red-tailed,  1  Sparrow 

Hawk  -  Grand  Island  (Ecklers) 

28-29,  35  Redpolls  -  Chestnut  Ridge  park  (Bourne) 

28  -  100  Snow  Bunting,  Emery  parx  (Miss  James) 

29  -  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  last  date  seen-Leroy  (Hazelton) 

Purple  Finch  -  Buffalo  (Klepfer) 

30-2  Gadwall  -  Goat  Island  (Mitchell) 

31  -  A  large  black  falcon,  described  as  very  bold,  with  long  tail, 
pointed  wings,  swift  flight,  very  likely  a  Black  Gyrfalcon- 

Grand  Island  Ferry  (Ward  Klepfer) 


JANUARY 

1  -  Many  members  were  out  to  start  their  New  year?s  bird  list. 

Among  the  birds  which  were  reported  wore: 

3  Redpoll,  Snow  Bunting,  2  Lapland  Songspur  -  Chestnut  Ridge 

park  (Savage,-  Bourne) 

Gadwall  -  Goat  island  (savage) 

12  Mourning  Dove,  20  prairie  Horned  Lark,  Song  Sparrow,  75  Snow 
Bunting,  1  Rough-legged  Hawk  -  Grand  Is.  ( somerside , Brockner ) 
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-  1  Red-tailed  Hawk,  1  Mar  ah  Ha..’!:,  Grand  Island  (Klepfer, 

I Tansf  iid ,  Mi t  c he  11 ) 

-  1  Great  Blue  Heron,  Great  Horned  Owl,  prairie  Horned  Lark, 

Red-tailed  Hawk,  Goldfinch,  Northern  Shrike,  Oak  Orchard 

Swamp  (Ecklers) 


JANUARY 

3-1  Ruby-Crowned  Kinglet  -  Goat  Island  (Beardslee),  also  seen 

Jan.  11. 


4- 1  Iceland  Gull  -  Fort  Erie  (Vaughan) 

5- 2  Pileated  Woodpecker  -  Emery  park  (Miss  James) 

7  -  Mourning  Dove,  Junco,  Goldfinch  have  been  seen  almost  daily  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  -  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

7  -  Great  Blue  Heron  -  Grand  Island  Ferry  (Mrs.  Mansfield) 

11-1  Canada  Goose  -  Niagara  River,  Opp.  LaSalle  (Mitchell) 


NOTES 

We  are  pleased  to  welcome  as  associate  members  of  our  society*  Mr. 
Edward  C.  Avery,  Mr.  Herbert  N.  Hallett,  Mr.  Harlan  Klepfer,  Mr.  Richard 
Mansfield  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Rosa. 


Measurements  taken  of  a  Snow  Goose  picked  up  below  Niagara  Falls  dur¬ 
ing  the  October  migration  of  Blue  and  Snow  Geese,  and  later  kept  at 
Mr.  Larkin’s  estate  near  Brock’s  Monument,  show  it  to  be  a  Lesser  snow 
Goose.  This  specimen  along  with  a  number  of  Blue  Geese,  is  now  in 
captivity  in  Queen  Victoria  Park,  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

From  Ithaca,  Clarence  M.  Beal  writes  that  pine  siskins  were  seen 
there  in  December  and  that  a  Carolina  Wren  is  re-wintering  at  Dr .Allen’s 
estate.  We  regret  that  Mr.  Beal  could  not  take  part  in  our  Christmas 
census,  as  he  had  planned. 

Among  Mr.  Edson’s  reports  of  birds  observed  in  Rochester  and  vicinity 
the  following  are  of  particular  interest: 

Nov.  22  -  Myrtle  Warbler,  Gadwall  (the  latter  in  Durand -Eastman  Park) 
Week  ending  Nov.  29  -  Coot,  Ruddy  Duck  (Nov.  24) 

TT  ”  Dec.  6  -  Ring -necked  Duck,  Baldpate 

”  ”  Dec.  13  -  Common  Loon,  Horned  Grebe,  Red-bellied  Woodpecker, 

ped-breasted  Nuthatch,  Winter  Wren,  Robin,  Meadowlark,  Redpoll,  Gold- 
finch7  Tufted  Titmouse  (the  latter  at  Highland  Park,  Rochester) 

Week  ending  Dec.  20  -  Mourning  Dove  (powder  Mill  area) 

A  letter  from  George  North  of  Hamilton,  Ont.,  contains  reports  of  many 
interesting  observations.  The  fine  Christmas  Census  taken  by  the 
Hamilton  Bird  Group  on  December  27th  totaled  54  species  and  included 
1  Green-winged  Teal,  1  King  Eider  (at  Bronte)  1  Bald  Eagle,  32  European 
Partridge,  7  Mourning  Dove,  1  Screech  Owl,  3  Gt .  Horned  Owl,  1  Snowy 
Owl,  1  Long-eared  Owl,  3  Flicker,  9  Horned  Lark,  1  Winter  Wren,  2  Robin, 
1  Northern  Shrike,  6  Cardinal,  103  Redpoll,  17  Pine  Siskin,  1  Chipping 
Sparrow,  1  White-throated  Sparrow,  1  Swamp  Sparrow  and  230  Snow  Bunting. 

Among  other  records,  Mr.  North  mentions  2  Tufted  Titmouse,  1  Hoary 
Redpoll,  Dec.  22,  and  a  Greater  Redpoll,  Jan.  1  and  4.  Between  Oct. 26 
and  Nov.  2,  he  estimates  that  at  least  30,000  Blue  and  Snov v  Geese  passed 
through,  many  resting  on  Lake  Ontario  and  some  on  Puslinch  Lake  near 
Guelf.  2  Whistling  Swans  were  seen  Nov.  6  and  7,  and  4  on  Nov,  16th. 

The  north-east  gale  on  Nov.  16  brought  several  rare  birds  to  HaF.il ton. 
including  a  Kittiwake,  a  Jaeger  (probably  a  pomarine } ,  8  Gadwall  and.  a 
King  Eider  (female).  5  Parasitic  Jaegers  were  observed  during  the  fall 
by  Mr.  North.  On  Dec.  8th,  he  saw  his  first  Purple  Sandpiper  at  Burling 

ton. 
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Mr.  North’s  personal  list  of  species  of  "birds  seen  in  1935  totaled 
245,  a  truly  remarkable  record  for  an  inland  point  in  this  part  of 
North  America,  and  practically  equals  the  total  list  of  species 
observed  by  all  members  of  our  society  for  1935. 

MEETING  OF "DECEMBER  II 

After  the  Planning  of  the  Christmas  census,  Mr.  Howard  Belknap,  a 
Government  Forester,  gave  an  interesting  talk  on  the  reforestation  of 
the  drought  area  in  the  Middle  West. 

MEETING  OF  JANUARY  11 

Mr.  Rufus  LeFevre  in  his  talk  on  "Birds  of  Shantung  Province,  China" 
dispelled  any  idea  we  may  have  had,  that  there  were  not  many  birds  in 
China.  There  are  not  only  some  1,040  species  but  many  individuals  of 
each  through  China.  Having  been  on  several  expeditions  in  the  Pro¬ 
vince  where  he  was  a  teacher,  he  had  collected,  identified  and  made 
skins  of  2,800  birds  of  over  200  species.  Many  of  these  bird  skins 
were  exhibited  by  Mr.  LeFevre.  He  told  interesting  things  concerning 
the  beliefs  and  superstitions  of  the  Chinese  concerning  birds,  and  how 
very  expert  they  were  in  training  them.  It  was  interesting  also  to 
learn  of  the  several  species  identical  to  those  in  New  York  and  the 
great  differences  in  other  species;  for  instance,  the  Flycatchers  of 
China  are  highly  colored  while  the  various  species  of  Warblers  are  al¬ 
most  indistinguishable  in  the  field  because  of  their  lack  of  color. 

His  whole  talk  was  full  of  interesting  details  concerning  color,  song 
and  habits  of  the  various  species. 

FUTURE"  EVENTS 

MEETING  -  January  22,-  8:00  P.M.  at  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 

"Birds  in  Current  Literature"  Miss  Edith  Robson. 

FIELD  TRIP  -  Jan.  19  -  Chestnut  Ridge  and  Emery  parks.  Meet  at  9:00  AM 

Main  &  Goodrich  St.  or  Chestnut  Ridge  Pavilion 
at  10:30  AM.  Leader  H.  D.  Mitchell,  Tel .Un -8532 , 

-  Jan.  26  -  Monthly  Census. 

EDI  TOR ’  S~ NOTE 

The  demand  for  the  Bird  Record  Notebooks  has  been  so  great  that  our 
original  supply  has  been  exhausted.  More  will  be  obtained  if  possible. 
Please  advise  the  editor  at  once  if  you  desire  one  or  more  copies. 

Records  of  observations  and  other  material  intended  for  publication 
should  be  placed  in  the  editor’s  hands  as  soon  after  the  first  of  the 
month  as  possible.  This  will  aid  greatly  in  the  early  publication  of 
THE  PR0THON0TARY  each  month. 

Business  Manager:  Mrs.  Geo • C .Kratzer ,  140  Wardman  Road,  Kenmore,  N.  Y. 
Editor:  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Ave ., Buffalo ,  N.  Y. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
Honorary  president  -  James  savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  club , Buffalo ,N.Y. 


President  -  Clark  S.  Beardslee,  132  McKinley  Ave., 

Y.  president  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Ave. 

Secretary  -  Miss  Alice  E. Sherman, 1144  Kenmore  Ave., 

Treasurer  -  Mrs .  Lloyd  Mansfield,  44  Wingate  Ave., 

Statisticians-  Clark  S.  Beardslee  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell. 


Kenmore ,N.Y. 
Buffalo ,N.Y. 
Buf falo ,N  Y. 
Buffalo,N.Y. 
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published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  society, 

Buffalo ,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

Each  of  the  first  fifteen  days  of  January  was  above  normal  in  temper¬ 
ature,  the  sixteenth  was  exactly  normal,  and  each  of  the  last  fifteen 
days  was  below  normal  in  temperature#  The  monthly  average  was  1.4 
below  normal.  While  the  temperature  went  below  zero  only  once,  it  did 
not  rise  above  17°  during  the  last  nine  days  of  the  month.  As  a  result 
of  this  continued  cold  there  remained  comparatively  little  open  water, 
much  of  the  Niagara  River  being  frozen  or  filled  with  pack  ice.  The 
American  Falls  at  Niagara  appeared  completely  frozen  by  the  end  of  the 
month.  The  Black  Ducks  and  Mallards  have  greatly  diminished  in  numbers 
as  their  feeding  places  became  ice  covered,  and  the  few  remaining  were 
concentrated  in  small  compact  groups  among  the  ice  floes. 

More  snow  Buntings  and  Redpolls  than  usual  have  been  reP^ted  from 
various  places  during  the  month;  also  a  large  flock  of  Goldfinches  at 

Oak  Orchard  swamp#  _ 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

NOVEMBER 

20-1  Wood  Duck,  2  Hooded  Merganser  -  Niagara  Falls  (Bourne) 

DECEMBER  ,  ^  .  x 

21  -  Flock  Snow  Bunting  -  E.  Elma  (Chas.  Simmons) 

JANUARY  , n  . 

4-2  Ring-billed  Gull  -  Niagara  Falls  (Sherman) 

-  2  Golden-crowned  Ringlet ,7  Goldfinch  -  Hampton  Brook  (Bourne) 

5  -  Marsh  Hawk  -  Grand  Island  (H.  &  R*  Eckler) 

9  -  Rock  Dove,  Nest.l  Egg  -  on  window  ledge,  Buffalo, (J.  Putnam) 

11  -  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  -  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

This  bird  is  a  female  and  has  been  observed  by  Mr.  Hazelton  m 
his  yard  almost  daily  from  January  11  up  to  the  Tate  of  his . letter 
(Feb.  6)#  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  individual  which  remai 
ed  there  during  November  and  December  was  a  male. 

12  -  Marsh  Hawk  -  Grand  Island  (Brown,  Robson) 

-  Bj  ack  Duck,  Ruffed  Grouse,  Rough-legged  and  sparrow  Hawks, 
Barred  owl,  10  Redpoll,  600  Goldfinch  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp, 

(Brockner,  H.  &  R.  Eckler,  Hallett.  verrill,  Wander) 

15-2  Gadwall,  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet,  1  Song  Sparrow,  Goat  island, 

9  (Beardslee,  Bourne) 

6  pintail  -  Goat  Island  (Bourne) 

17  -  30  Bonaparte’s  Gull  -  Niagara  River-last  date  seen- ( Sherman ) 
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TANUARY  . 

19  -  Trip  to  chestnut  Ridge  and  Emery  parks,  eight  members  present, 

H.  D.  Mitchell, Leader •  List  included  Glaucous  Gull,  Canvas- 
Dack,  Redhead;  over  800  Scaup  Ducks , Buff lehead , Red-tailed  Hawk, Prairie 
corned  Lark,  over  500  Snow  Bunting,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Brown 
Ureeper.  (Very  cold,  with  strong  N.E.wind) 

-  Gadwall,  Niagara  Falls  -  (H.  &.  R.  Eckler ) 

20  -  200  Common  Redpoll,  Hamburg  (Mrs.  Creighton) 

21-1  Iceland  Gull  -  Bird  Ave.  Buffalo  (Mitchell) 

23  -  15  Bob  White  -  South  Wales  (Roger  Pratt,  Miss  James) 

26  -  Many  c. Redpoll, 2  Greater  Redpoll, 1  Hoary  Re dpoll-Hamburg( Bourne ) 

-  25  Common  Redpoll,  Chestnut  Ridge  Park  (Wander) 

-  Duck  survey,  along  Niagara  River  from  Buffalo  to  Lake  Ontario, 
List  included:  1  Horned  Grebe,  70  Black  Duck,  170  Scaup  Ducks 

(probably  all  Greater  scaups),  1200  Golden  Eye,  300  American  Merganser, 
24  Red-breasted  Merganser,  5  Buff lehead,  35  Old  Squaw,  9  Great  Black- 
backed  Gull ,  1  Cooper Ts  Hawk,  1  Rough-legged  Hawk,  1  Red-tailed  Hawk, 

1  Sparrow  Hawk,  18  prairie  Horned  Lark,  500  Snow  Bunting,  50  Laplana 
Longs pur ,  6  slate-colored  junco,  (verrill,  Ulrich,  Mitchell) 

31-3  Redpoll  -  Leroy  ( Hazelton,..  .Regrdslee  ) 

TOTAL  -  58  Species  reported  in  January , 1936 .  Last  year  55  species. 


FEBRUARY 


1  — 
2  - 
4  - 


Duck  Hawk  -  Niagara  River,  Tonawanda  (Mitchell) 

12  Goldfinch  -  Emery  Park  (Miss  James) 

Snowy  Owl  -  Transit  Road  near  Genesee  street  (Bourne) 


NOTES 


Mark  your  calendars  for  the  week  end  of  March  14  and  15 r  when  biro, 
students  from  Western  Pennsylvania,  Northeastern  Ohio  and  western  ITew 
fork  are  invited  to  attend  a  gathering  at  Erie,  Pa.  Tentative  plans 
r,all  for  a  meeting  at  1:30  P.M*  at  Ahe. -Hotel  Lawrence,  when  seveia*. 
well  known  speakers  including  Warren  F.  £aton,  W.E» Clyde  Todd  Lawrence 
EoHicks  and  prof.  Maurice  Brooks  will  talk  on  subjects  of  ornithologi¬ 
cal  interest.  A  dinner  Saturday  evening  will  be  follower  by  a  display 
of  pictures  by  Mr .W.M.Guynes  of  Erie,  and  perhaps  by  one  or  two  othe  s, 
including  our  own  Mr.  James  Savage.  An  expedition  on  Sunday  to  pres  qu¬ 
isle  and  Erie  Bay  will  complete  the  program. 

in  order  to  make  definite  plans  for  this  meeting,  those  who  are  pian- 
ning  to  attend  the  Erie  meeting  are  requested  to  notify  ^ie  editor  bj 
February  16  if  possible,  so  that  we  may  let  tne  Erie  group  kn.w 
manv  may  be  expected  from  Western  New  fcrk«  .  .  . 

Mr.  Warren  F.  Eaton  of  the  National  A^qr...  =-  societies  . 

speak  at  the  Touraine  Hotel,  Buffalo  a„  noon  on  Jiaicn  1  >  ^  , 

eon  of  the  Isaac  Walton  League.  On  Monday .March  16.  we^expect  h  • 

Eaton  will  speak  before  members  of  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society , junior 
Audubon  members,  men  from  conservation  Societies,  and  our  own  member 
ship,  at  Hutchinson  High  school  Auditorium  at  8:00  P.M.  Further 

details  will  be  given  in  our  March  issue.  .  A 

Mr.  ma.LrG.Edson»s  reports  of  birds  observed  in  Rochester  and  vicin- 
ity  contain  many  interesting  observations,  seven  bird  students  1 
Christmas  census  observed  30  species  and  3,108  individuals.  Dug^ 
week  ending  December  27,  Horned  Grebe,  Hooded  Merganser  Red-breads . 
Nuthatch,  Redpoll,  Goldfinch  and  song  sparrows  were  among  the  birds 

,'bserved.  Other  records  of  particular  interest  were:  crossbill 

Week  ending  Jan.  3  -  Pine  siskin, swamp  sparrow >White-winged  Crossbi. ^  , 

the  latter  at  Highland  Park,  Rochester. 
n  n  Jan.  10  -  Winter  Wren,  Redpoll,  Meadowlark  (at  Oakfieldy 

t*  tt  jan.  17  -  Rough -legged  Hawk, Northern  Shrike,  pintail. 
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Now  is  the  tine  of  year  to  locate  crow  roosts.  We  know  of  one  a  few 
miles  west  of  Lockport,  another  near  Dunkirk,  and  have  seen  a  number 
of  crows  flying  to  a  roost  in  the  direction  of  Chili  Center.  Let  us 
know  of  any  others  you  can  locate. 

I  am  indebted  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Jones  for  the  following  article  from 
the  New  York  Times:  "On  the  65th  floor  of  Rockefeller  Center  a 
pigeon  alights  daily  along  the  windowsill  to  be  pampered 
by  the  personnel.  He  is  fed  by  the  maitre  d* hotel  of  the 
Rainbow  Room  aloft  of  Radio  City  with  corn  muffins,  rice 
and  split  peas  prepared  in  the  most  fastidious  kitchen  of 
the  City*  He  has  been  christened  "Oscar"  and  he  is  never 
late  for  a  meal". 

MEETING  OF  JANUARY  25 

Miss  Edith  Robson,  one  of  our  own  members,  gave  a  talk  on  "Birds  in 
Current  Literature",  in  which  she  told  of  many  interesting  new  books 
about  birds.  Miss  Robson  works  in  the  Public  Library,  and  has  access 
tomanv  books  that  the  average  reader  would  not  know  about,  she  also 
brought  many  books  with  her  so  that  we  might  examine  them.  Nearly 
every  phase  of  ornithology  was  touched  upon  in  the  books  she  reviewed* 

FUTURE  EVENTS 

MEETINGS  -  8:00  p.M.  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

Feb.  12  -  "Autobiography  of  a  Bird  Lover",  Clark  S.  Beardslee. 
Feb.  26  -  "The  Relation  of  Insects  and  Birds”,  William  Wild. 

FIELD  TRIPS: 

Feb.  16  -  Lyndonvillc  and  Oak  Orchard  Regions.  Meet  at 
8:00  A.M*  Corner  of  Main  St.  and  Hertcl  Ave. 

All  day  trip.  We  hope  to  find  Great  Horned 
Owl  nests  and  possibly  some  of  the  Northern 
Finches.  Leader:  Ruth  Eckler,  Tel.  Pa*  8582. 

EDITOR^lioIE 

We  have  received  a  new  supply  of  bird  record  note  books  and  those  who 
failed  to  get  their  co-pics  can  obtain  them  at  30c  a  copy  from  Mr, 
Beardslee  or  from  the  editor. 

This  issue  marks  the  beginning  of  the  second  year  of  the  PR0TH0NG TARY 
We  thank  our  subscribers  for  their  support  during  the  past  year. 
Subscriptions  for  1936  are  now  due  and  payments  of  50^  should  be  made 
to  Mr s . G-eo . C .Kratzer ,  140  Wardman  Rd •  ,Kenmore ,N.Y.  Business  Manager. 
Editor  -  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


OFFICERS 


OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Honorary  president  -  James  savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  club, 
president  -  Clark  S.  Beardslee,  132  McKinley  Ave., 

V.  president  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Ave., 

Secretary  -  Miss  Alice  E. Sherman, 1144  Kenmore  Ave., 
Treasurer  -  MTs, Lloyd  MansfjaLd,  44  Wingate  Ave., 
i  Statisticians-  Clark  S.  Beardslee  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell. 


Buffalo, N.Y. 
Kenmore  ,N.Y. 
Buffalo , N.Y. 
Buffalo, N.Y. 
Buffalo, N.Y. 
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published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  society, 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

February  was  a  severe  winter  month,  the  temperature  averaging  5.8° 

below  normal.  The  snowfall,  however,  was  slightly  below  normal.  A 
severe  gale  on  the  4th,  when  the  wind  reached  a  velocity  of  70  miles 
per  hour,  drifted  the  snow  over  many  highways  and  made  them  impass¬ 
ible.  Ropes  were  used  to  help  pedestrians  to  cross  some  Buffalo 
Streets.  Many  Mergansers  and  other  ducks  were  noted  this  day  and  the 
next  in  many  sheltered  locations,  such  as  the  old  Erie  Canal  near 
River  Road  and  also  in  Delaware  park  Lake  and  at  south  Wales.  Toward 
the  end  of  the  month,  the  ice  bridge  at  Niagara  Falls  started  to 
break  up  in  places,  and  the  American  Falls  were  no  longer  completely 
frozen  over.  The  presence  of  large  numbers  of  snow  Buntings,  Lapland 
Longspurs  and  Redpolls  was  the  feature  of  the  month. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


JANUARY 

1-1  Purple  Finch  -  Buffalo  (Harlan  Klepfer)  observed  almost 

daily  until  January  22. 

2  -  Ring-billed  Gull  -  Buffalo  (Bourne) 

-  Great  Blue  Heron  -  Niagara  River  (Larkin) 

14-1  Red-headed  Woodpecker  -  lllicott  Creek  Park  (T.M. Kelly) 

20  &  21  -  Iceland  Bull  -  Buffalo  (Bourne) 

21-1  White  Gyrfalcon,  Chili  Center,  Monroe  Co. (Ernest  H.  Short) 
The  importance  of  this  record,  which  adds  this  species  to 
our  local  check  list,  leads  us  to  quote  from  Mr.  Short's 
letter,  as  f ollows : 

"I  noted  a  splendid  male  white  Gyrfalcon  near  Chili  center, 
Monroe  Co.  Jan.  21.  12  in.  snow  on  ground.  Bird  harrying  the 

field  for  mice  and  moles  that  were  moving  from  one  unhusked  corn 
shock  to  another.  Was  practically  fearless  as  far  as  man  was 
concerned,  flew  close  to  me  repeatedly  as  well  as  around  a  man 
and  team  drawing  fodder  from  the  lot.  I  could  have  shot  it  with 
an  ordinary  shot  gun  several  times  had  I  cared  to  do  so.  This 
is  my  only  record  for  this  bird  in  my  50  years  of  observation. " 
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Screech  Cwl  -  Grey  phase 
Screech  Owl,  So,  Wales  1 

Gadwall,  1.1  C »  Redpoll,  Niagara  palls  (Beardslee ) 

The  Redpolls  have  been  seen  on  Goat  island  several  times  since 

and  Lyndonville,  10  members ;  the  list  of 
2  Red-tailed  Hawk,  2  Rough-legged  Hawk, 
nest  with  3  eggs,  10  prairie  Horned  Lark, 
Snow  Bunting  (1,500  of  which  were  in  one 
15  Lapland  Longspur.  The  Great  Horned  Owl 

_  _  Lyndonville  where  George  smith  says  they 

have  nested  regularly  for  many  years.  He  knows  of  many  similar 
locations  and  estimates  that  possibly  200  to  300  pairs  nest  in 
Orleans  county. 


-  Trip  to  Oak  Orchard 
18  species  included 
1  Great  Horned  owl,  also 
3c.  Redpoll,  over  2,000 
large  flock  at  Ridgeway) 
was  found  in  a  wood  near 


18  -  Redpoll,  Kenmore  (Beardslee) 

21-1  Great  Horned  Owl,  2  Pine  siskin,  1,000  Snow  Buntings, 

100  Lapland  Longspur,  1  Golden-crowned  Kinglet,  Wilson 

( peardslee ) 

22  -  100  snow  Bunting,  Buffalo , Riverside  park (Broekner corners ide ) 

-  Screech  Owl,  No.  Tonawanda  ( Ulrich ) 

23-2  Glaucous  Gull,  1  Iceland  Gull.  8  Gt Black- -backed  Gull, 

Buffalo  ( Mi t ehell ) 

-  200  C.  Redpoll,  6  Goldfinch,  1,000  sno^7  punting,  b  Lapland 
Longspur,  1  Brown  Creeper,  Wilson  (Mr  >&Mrs  ,  Kelly,  litrs  .Mansfield) 

-  1  Red-throated  Loon,  Bergen,  (Corp.  Richard  F.  LeMay).  We  are 

indebted  to  Mrs.  Ora  pixley  of  Batavia  for  the  information 
regarding  this  record.  An  article  in  the  BATAVIA  DAILY  NBWS  spoke 
of  a  Guillemot  which  Corp.  LeMay,  of  the  state  police,  picked  up  in 
a  field,  being  attracted  by  a  flock  of  crows  circling  about  the  bird. 
By  reference  to  the  encyclopedia,  the  bird  was  identified  as  a 
Guillemot,  and  this  identification  was  verified,  according  tc  the 
article  "by  men  of  wide  knowledge  of  water  fowl".  Fortunately,  our 
MX*  C.  S.  Beardslee  arrived  in  Batavia  shortly  thereafter,  and 
Mrs.  pixley  took  him  to  see  the  bird,  which  apparently  had  magically 
changed  to  a  Red-throated  Loon.  There  are  several  western  New  York 
records  in  years  past  of  birds  of  this  species  being  found  in  fields 
rather  far  removed  from  open  water.  These  occurrences  often  follow 
after  heavy  gales  which  apparently  have  blown  the  birds  inland, 

26-2  Cardinal,  E.  Aurora  (Mrs.  Wild).  Mr  .  Wm,  Wild  says  that 

this  makes  57  species  recorded  from  his  yard  in  East  Aurora. 


M4R0H 

1  -  1  Long-eared  Owl,  2  Red-tailed,  1  Rough -legged  and  1  sparrow 
Hawk,  100  Goldfinch,  Grand  island  (verrill) 

-  2  pileated  Woodpecker,  Emery  Park  (Miss  James) 

-  1  screech  owl  -  Hamburg  (Bourne) 

4-1  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  -  Leroy  (Hazelton)  seen  almost  daily 
at  the  feeding  station  in  Mr.  Hazelton »s  yard. 

5  -  Robin,  Buffalo  (Verrill),  also  on  6th. 

-  1  Ruffed  Grouse,  3  Tufted  Titmouse,  Barcelona; 

1  Song  Sparrow  (singing),  Westfield;  2  Great  Horned  Owl, 

Silver  creek;  5  Cedar  Waxwing,  2  Bluebird,  near  Dunkirk 

(Beardslee ) 

6- 1  Bald  Eagle,  imm. -Niagara  River  near  strawberry  Island (Mitchell 

7- 1  Bluebird,  1  Great  Horned  Owl  (the  latter  on  nest  about  55  ft. 
high  in  Bee-ch  hree )  <ch.es.tnut  Ridge  park  (Bourne) 
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lit  VIEW 


"OUR  BIRDS  IN  THEIR  HAUNTS ** 

By  Rev.  J.  Herbert  Langille  . 

It  may  possibly  occasion  some  surprise  that  I  should  choose  to  re¬ 
view  a  book  which  was  published  fifty-two  years  ago,  but  I  cannot 
help  feeling  that  here  is  a  book  which  merits  rediscovery,  and  which 
should  by  all  means  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  those  present-day 
bird  lovers  (of  western  New  York  particularly)  who  may  not  be  famil¬ 
iar  with  it. 

"OUR  BIRDS  IN  THEIR  HAUNTS"  is  a  book  of  618  pages,  dealing  with 
the  habits  of  the  birds  of  eastern  North  America.  It  would  be  of 
interest  to  us  from  the  mere  fact  of  its  having  been  written  by  a 
man  who  did  most  of  his  field  work  in  Orleans,  Niagara  and  Erie 
Counties,  and  who  often  mentions  many  of  our  own  favorite  stamping 
grounds,  such  as  Oak  Orchard  swamp,  Grand  Island,  the  Lake  Ontario 
shore,  Niagara  Falls,  and  Fort  Erie.  But  additional  to  the  feeling 
of  kinship  engendered  in  my  mind  by  such  allusions  is  an  even  strong¬ 
er  impression  that  here  was  a  man  who  really  knew  birds.  A  good 
many  bird  books  have  been  written  by  authors  who  drew  freely  from 
the  experience  of  other  observers.  How  often  have  we  read  such  des- 
scriptions  as  "a  harsh  T chuck*  (Smith)”,  or  "a  high-pitched  *wheedle- 
eedle  *  (Brown )”J  "OUR  BIRDS  IN  THEIR  HAUNTS"  was  written  before  this 
wave  of  bird  books  was  even  a  ripple,  and  its  author  had  almost 
nothing  to  draw  from  except  his  own  experience  in  the  field.  Yet  he 
offers  really  valuable  observations  on  almost  every  bird  he  discus¬ 
ses,  and  his  narrative  demonstrates  his  familiarity  with  every  family 
of  birds  we  find  here.  .He  is  as  much  at  home  while  discussing  the 
ducks  of  the  Niagara  River,  the  rails  of  Oak  Orchard,  and  the  shore 
birds  of  Fort  Erie  as  when  dealing  with  warblers,  vireos  and  fly¬ 
catchers. 

I  confess  that  as  I  read  the  book  recently  (having  found  an  excel¬ 
lent  copy  in  a  second  hand  book  store),  I  was  aware  of  a  growing 
conviction  that  many  of  Langille *s  notes  on  bird  songs  have  never 
been  equalled  since*  Let  me  cite  a  few: 


1. 

2. 

3. 


4. 

5, 

6  o 


The  seldom-mentioned  "conversation"  of  the  Chickadee, 
"Tse-de-yay .  tse-dG-yayr, " 

Goldfinch,  "l*ve  cheated  ye.*  I*ve  cheated  ye**. 

The  song  of  the  White -breasted  Nuthatch.  "Tway-Tway-Tway-Tway- 
Tway ^ "  This  song,  by  the  way has  been  mentioned  recently 
as  having  escaped  notice  in  ornithological  literature; 

One  of  the  Blue  Jay's  notes,  "pwilhilly,  pwilhilly". 

Red -t a i. led  Hawk. 

Cerulean  Warbler 


"K  she  j«of! * 
"Rheet  rheet 


rheet ,  rheet,  ridi,  idi-e-e-e- 


ee 


7.  Savannah  sparrow,  "Zip-zip-zip-  zwre-e-G-e-e,  zwree. 
These  descriptions  and  many  more „  are  Langille *s  own  work, 


and  their 


value  is  equalled  by  his  notes  on  uhe  habits 


ses . 


discus 
the  value 


If  Langille  proved  nothing  else 


of  the  birds 
he  certainly 


of  keeping  careful  notes,  for  no  book  as  good,  a 


which  he 
demonstrated 
;  this,  can 


be  written  entirely  fromnemory, 


Clark  S.  Beardslee. 
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We  are  pleased  to  welcome  Miss  Pauline  Johnson  as  an  associate 
member  of  our  society. 

With  deep  regret  we  learned  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Warren  F®  Eaton  of 
the  National  Association  of  Audubon  Societies.  The  meeting  scheduled 
for  March  16  at  Hutchinson  High  School ,  when  Mr*  Eaton  was  to  speak 
on  Hawks  and  Owls,  is  definitely  cancelled. 

At  least  twelve  of  our  members  plan  to  attend  the  Regional  meeting 
of  Bird  Students  and  Conservationists  in  Erie  on  March  14  and  15. 
Several  will  leave  early  Saturday  morning,  in  order  to  observe  birds 
enroute  to  Erie.  The  program  follows* 


Saturday 


1:30  p.M. 

Address  of  Welcome 

Mr  o 

Arthur  j.  Woodward 

at 

Hotel 

Chairman 

Mr  , 

Bayard  Ho  Cristy, 
Sewickiey,  pennac 

Lawrence 

Migration  on  Erie  Bay 

The  Bald  Eagle 

Mr  o 

W»  E  ,  Clyde  Todd, 
Carnegie  Muse urn ,Pgh. 

Birds  of  W.  Va.  county 

profc,  Maurice  Brooks, 
University  of  W.Va. 

Temperature  -  a  Factor 
in  Distribution 

Profc.  So  Charles  Kendeigh 
Western  Reserve 
University 

Winter  Birds  of  Lake  Erie 

Dr. 

Lawrence  E-  Hicks, 
Ohio  State  University 

6:30  P.M* 
at 

Dinner  -  Toastmaster 

Mr. 

Harold  D.  Mitchell 
Buffalo,  N.  Yr> 

the  church 
of  the 

Wild  Fowls  on  Erie  Bay 

Mr. 

Wm.  M.  Guynes. 

Erie  Audubon  society. 

Covenant 
Seventh  St. 

Whistling  swans 

Mr. 

James  Savage 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

near 

Myrtle  St. 
§1.00  per 
plate . 


The  schedule  of  formal  meeting  is  so  arranged  that  the 
visitors  may  visit  the  peninsula  at  their  convenience 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday  mornings. 


Sunday  A  party  will  leave  the  Hotel  Lawrence  at  8  of clock 

8:oo  A*M*  Sunday  morning, 

The  editor  will  be  glad  to  furnish  information  on  hotel  reservations 
and  rates,  and  on  transporat ion  to  Erie., 

Mr.  Hugh  Taylor  of  Buffalo  has  been  kind  enough  to  look  through  his 
diary  and  to  find  this  interesting  note:  ” April  1,  1923 ,  Easter  Sunday 
(temp.  7  A*M*  at  1779  Hertel  Avec,  12  above)  saw  flock  of  Bohemian 
Waxwings  in  afternoon  at  Shoshone  Ave*. ,5  This  is  one  of  the  few  local 
observations  of  this  species,  which  is  a  very  rare  winter  visitor  in 
our  territory. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  G«  ?-  Van  EsolbiiiG.  wo  have  received  a 
newspaper  clipping  of  January  notes  by  The  Eaton  Bird  Club  of 
Geneva.  N.  Y.  The  large  numbers  of  snow  Buntings.  Lapland  Longspurs 
and  Redpolls  have  been  a  feature  of  the  winter  bird  life,.  They  have 
also  found  many  summer  birds,  such  as  Robins,  Flickers „  swamp  and 
Song  sparrows,  cowbirds,  Red-wings,  and  Sapsuckers*  Other  interest¬ 
ing  records  for  January  were  Loon,  HolboellTs  Grebe,  Horned  Grebe, 
pied-billed  Grebe,  Ring-necked  Duck,  White-winged  scoter,  Ruddy 
Duck,  Hooded  Merganser,  Bald  Eagle,  200  coot,  Northern  Horned  Lark, 

6  Mourning  Dove,  2  Winter  Wren,  6  Meadowlark,  Purple  Finch, 20  Pine 
Siskin-  *  - 
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Letters  from  Dr,  W.  H.  Bergtold  at  Denver,  Col*  and  from  Dean  Amadon 
at  Ithaca  are  acknowledged  with  thanks. 

From  George  North  at  Hamilton,  Ont,  come  reports  of  "the  redpoilish- 
est  winter  ever  -  numerous  flocks  of  100-200  birds” •  On  Jan.  25  he 
had  a  fine  view  of  a  Hoary  Redpoll.  A  Pine  Grosbeak  was  reported 
Feb.  15.  He  writes:  "Yesterday  afternoon  (Feb.  26)  in  the  midst  of 
a  sleet  storm  a  Northern  shrike  was  singing  away  from  the  top  of  a 
tree  in  the  open  in  Westdale  Park.”  A  Green-winged  Teal  (Feb.  8), 
White-winged  scoter  (Jan,  15)  and  8  European  Partridge  (Feb.  21)  were 
among  other  records  he  mentions. 

Reports  from  Rochester  and  vicinity  by  Mr.  wm.  L.  G.  Edson  contain 
the  following  records  of  particular  interest: 

Jan.  27  -  Red-bellied  woodpecker,  Scottsville,  New  York. 

He  states  that  a  pair  of  these  birds  can  always  be  found  at  Golah 
(or  Genesee  Valley  junction),  south  of  industry. 

Week  ending  Feb.  14  -  White-winged  Crossbill,  also  Hermit  Thrush,  the 
latter  observed  Feb.  8th  in  Durand -Eastman  Park. 


FUTURE  EVENTS 


MEETINGS :  8:00  P.M.  At  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 

March  25  "Binoculars  and  Telescopes”  Mr,  Wm.  L.  Loucht 

of  Gibson  &  Dcty  Company: 
also  plans  for  Duck  Census,  r.  Mr  Verrill. 


April  8  "Moving  Pictures  of  Birds".  James  Savage. 

Because  of  the  Regional  meeting  at  Erie  Pa, 
on  March  14  and  15,  there  will  be  no  meeting 
of  the  Society  on  March  11. 


FIELD  TRIPS: 

March  29  Monthly  bird  Census. 

April  5  Spring  Duck  Census,  R.  M.  Verrill,  leader, 

Tel*  De-  5105. 

Commencing  April  4,  trips  will  be  held  in 
Delaware  park  on  every  Saturday  morning 
during  April  and  May.  Meet  at  6:00  A.M. 
at  Windsor  Road  entrance. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE 
- r- 


If  any  subscriber  has  failed  to  receive  all  copies  of  THE  PR0TH0N0T- 
ARY  since  their  subscription  started,  please  notify  the  editor. 

Subscriptions  for  1936  are  now  due,  and  payments  of  500  should  be 
made  to : 

Mrs. George  C .Kratzer, Business  Manager, 140  Wardman  Road,  Kenmore ,  N.  Yo 
Editor:  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 

■■ 1  ■'  . -  1  .  . . -  ■  '■  -  . . 

Honorary  president  -  James  savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club , Buffalo ,N.Yc 
President  -  Clark  S.  Beardslee,  132  McKinley  Ave.,  Kenmore, N.Y. 

V.  president  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Ave.  Buf f silo , N.Y. 

Secretary  -  Miss  Alice  E. Sherman, 1144  Kenmore  Ave.,  Buffalo, N.Y. 
Treasurer  -  Mrs. Lloyd  Mansfield,  44  Wingate  Ave.,  Buffalo, N.Y. 

Statisticians-  Clark  S.  Beardslee  and  Harold  D*  Mitchell. 
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published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society, 

Buffalo,  New  York  


THE  MONTH 


March  was  notable  for  a  record  snowfall  of  19"  on  the  17  th,  a  record 
monthly  snowfall  of  38-J",  and  a  record  precipitation  of  7.03  for  the 
month/  Following  the  heavy  snow  of  the  17th,  9 .7’  more  fell  on  the  21, 
when  there  was  24"  of  snow  on  the  level*  V/arm  weather  followed,  and 
within  a  week  the  snow  almost  completely  disappeared.  Floods  resui  - 
iiiP-  from  the  melting  snow  and  rains  which  followed  caused  considers 
damage,  and  some  low  areas  were  under  water  for  many  hays. 

Temperature  for  the  month  averaged  3.9°  above  normal,  and  many  m  - 
grants  arrived  as  early  as  usual  until  the  heavy  snowfall,  whi  h  - 
Reared  to  hold  back  migration  for  several  days.  The 
King  Eiders  on  the  Niagara  River  was  the  first  record  of  their  occur 

rence  here  in  many  years. 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


FEBRUARY 

22  -  1  Iceland  Gull,  scajaquada  creek 


(H  &  R  Eckler) 


MARCH 

2  - 
7  - 


1 

1 

3 


E.  phoebe , Medina  (Leland  B«  Seifert,  per  Paul  E.  Hering) 

E.  Goshawk,  chestnut  Ridge  Park  (Bourne) 

King  Eider,  2  probably  female^  1  an  immature  male,  Niagara 
River  (Mr.‘&  Mrs.  Creighton,  E.  A.  Eames ) 

8  -  Trip  to  Lerov  where  we  enjoyed  Mr.  Hazelton’s  hospitali  y, 

return"  to  Buffalo  via  Wyoming  County,  20  members  present. 
Among  the  19  species  noted  were  2  Red-tailed  Hawk,  1  Marsh 
Hawk,  1  Great  Horned  Owl,  1  Red-bellied  woodpecker,  1  Gold' 
finch,  50  snow  Bunting,  20  Lapland  Longspur,  2  Bluebird, 

1  Robin. 

E.  Redwing,  South  Yfales  (Miss  Tames)  v 

Old  Squaw, Niagara  River,  1  Tufted  Titmouse,  Lihcoln^P 

Bronzed  Graokle,  North  Tonawanda,  (Beardslee) 

Killdeer,  E.  Elma,  (Eugene  Simmons) 

HolboellTs  Grebe,  Niagara  River,  (R.A.Beadie) 
mine*  Eider.  1  Bald  Eagle,  Niagara  River  (Savage) 
pintail  Buffalo,  1  Red-shouldered  Hawk, Hamburg, ( Bourne ) 
Meadowlark,  Hamburg  (Creighton)  and  2  at  Lackawanna  (Bourne) 
Northern  Horned  Lark,  Lancaster  (swift) 


40 


9  - 

10  - 
11  - 

12  - 


1 

1 

1 

3 

4 
1 
1 


' 


' 
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MARCH 

14  -  1  E.  Goshawk,  Tonawanda,  (Somerside) 

Eing-neokod  Duck,  Niagara  River  (Ml  •  &  Mrs.  Creighton) 

En  ^oute  cc.  Erie,  ?do»so?era?  members  noted  32  species,  includ¬ 
ing  pin  i:r.. j  ?. :  Redhead  ,,  Canvas  Oack;  Scaups  .  Bufflehead,  Kill- 
deer;  1  sharp -shinned  Hawk .  1  Cooper !s  Hawk,  20  Red-tailed 
Hawk,  i  Broad -winger  Hark,  6  sparrow  Hawk,  1  N*  Flicker,  25  E# 
Redw: ng,  50  sor.g  Sparrow..  1  Eox  Sparrow.  3  Cardinal,  3  Tufted 
Titmouse,  50  E*  Robin .  At  Erie,  Great  Blue  Heron,  Whistling 
Swan,  Coot.  Glaucous  Gull,  Baldpate,  Cedar  Waxwings  and  other 
species  were  added  to  the  list « 

15-1  Duck  Hawk,  jewetville  (Mr.  &  Mis.  Creighton) 

2  Holboellfs  Grebe,  1  Hooded  Merganser,  Niagara  River,  and  1 
Tufted  Titmouse,  Lincoln  Park  (Kelly) 

12  Canada  Goose,  3  Bald  Eagle,  Grand  Island (Wattles , Richard 

Verrill ) 

At  Erie,  among  the  species  seen  at  presque  isle  were  Horned 
Grebe,  Whistling  swan,  Canada  Goose,  Green-winged  Teal,  Ring¬ 
necked  Duck,  Bald  Eagle,  3  Red-shouldered.  Hawk,  Tufted  Titmouse, 
Bob  White,  cardinal,  Fox  sparrow,  100  Redpoll,  savannah  Sparrow, 
1  snow  Bunting,  Myrtle  Warbler , 

6  Rusty  Blackbird,  Caneadea,  (Bourne) 

1  King  Eider,  Fort  Erie,  1  E* Goshawk,  Chippewa,  Ont . ( GeorgeNorth ) 

-  14  Canada  Goose,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

-  100  Snow  Bunting,  E.  Elma  ( chas  Simmons) 

14  Northern  Horned  Lark,  Gowanda  (Bourne) 

-  1  Pigeon  Hawk,  Hamburg  (Bourne) 

-  1  short-eared  owl,  1  Great  Blue  Heron,  Grand  Island , (Wattles , 

Richard  Verrill) 

3  Horned  Grebe  *  2  Hooded  Merganser,  1  Belted  Kingfisher,  Grand 

Island  (T.  &  M.  Kelly.) 

2  King  Eider,  Niagara  River  (Beardslee) 

4  Whistling  swan,  "  "  (Mitchell) 

27  -  Holboellfs  Grebe,  Cowbird,  Niagara  River  (Verrill) 

28-1  phoebe,  Forest  Lawn  (Holderbaum,  seeber) 

1  phoebe,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

European  partridge _  Emery  park  (Miss  James) 

Field  sparrow.  Fox  Sparrow  Como  Lake  park  1  Uc ,  &  Mrs.  Swift) 

29  -  Trip  along  Niagara  River.  9  members,  list  included  1  Hoibo^i.Vs 
Grebe,  3  Horned  GrlDe.  k  Glaucous  Gull.  5  Groat  Bla cm  backed 
Gull ,  10  Ring-bailed  Gull  ,  7c  Sonaparts  vs  Gull  .  1  EumLi.cn’ s 
Gull 9  4  Hooded  Merganser.  40  Baldpate,  120  pintail.  0  Ring- 
necked  Duck,  _5  Bufflehead,  1  Woodcock,  1  Long- -eared  Owl, 

1  Yellow-bellied  gaps  acker;, 

24Whistling  swan.  Migrant  shrike ?  CP’ and  Island  (T.  &  M.  Kelly) 

1  Vesper  sparrow,  Hamburg.  ' B  urne ) 

300  Canada  Goose.  15  Whistling  swan*  2  Turkey  Vulture,  1  Savannah 
Sparrow,  oak  Orchard  Swamp  (n*  ?v*  Eckler) 

1  Grid  wall.  Buffalo  Haroor  (Savage) 

APRIL 

1  Winter  Wren,  LinceJr  park. (Kelly) 


16  - 


17 

20 

22 

25 


1 

4 


-  1  Flack-crowned  Nig 


.KU 


4  - 


Heron,  pelav/are  park,  (Halle tt ,  Rosa, 

Mitchell ) 

1  Loon,  Niagara  River  (savage) 

Wood  Duck,  Oak  Orchard  swamp  (K.  &.  R.  Eckler) 

2  pied-billed  Grebe,  Clarence  Sinks(  Somerside) 


2 


. 


, 
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. 
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APRIL  * 

5  -  Spring  Duck  Census:  Leader,  R.  Verrill.  Territory  covered: 
Niagara  River  and  Lake  Ontario  Shore,  jos.  Savage;  Oak  Orchard 
Swamp,  H.  D.  Mitchell;  Grand  Island,  C .S.Beardslee 5  Canadian 
Shore  Lake  Erie,  E.  C.  Ulrich;  Dunkirk  and  Chautauqua  00  •  R.  m« 
Verrill;  Tonawanda,  Amherst  and  Clarence,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  T.  M* Kelly; 
Braddock’s  Bay,  Miss  Alice  Sherman;  Franklinville  and  Rushford 
Lake,  Ward  Klepfer.  They  were  assisted  byi  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harlan 
Eckler ,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Kratzer,  Herbert  Hallett,  Miss  Edith 
Robson,  Miss  Pauline  Johnson,  Winston  Brockner,  Harlan  Klepfer,  Ward 
Klepfer,  Miss  Bertha  schwenger,  Miss  Dorothea  Duttweiler,  Alfred 
Wander,  Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield,  Richard  Mansfield,  Raymond  Wattles,  C.A- 
Somerside,  Edward  c.  Avery,  William  Taylor,  B.W.Winship,  Dr.  Lawrence 
Johnson,  Miss  Elizabeth  Rosa,  Richard  verrill,  Oliver  swift* 

Species  and  Numbers 

A  •  „  * 

*  V 


Common  Loon,  2:  Holboell’s  Grebe,  5;  Horned  Grebe,  144;  pied-billed 
Grebe.  I?;  Great  Blue  Heron,  42;  Black-crowned  Night  Heron,  2;  Whist¬ 
ling  swan.  12;  Canada  Goose,  1000;  Mallard,  11;  Black  Duck,  366;  Bald- 
patw,  ?oc r  pintail,  969;  Green-winged  Teal,  8;  Blue-winged  Teal,  7; 
Redhead .  169;  Ring-necked  Duck,  239;  Canvasback,  565;  Greater  Scaup, 
183o,  Lesser  scaup,  10;  Golden-eye,  2578;  Buf fie -head,  58;  Old  Squaw, 
357;  Hooded  Merganser,  16;  Red-breasted  Merganser,  1506;  American 
Merganser ,493;  ’  .*•  Gadwell,  1;  Wood  Duck,  4; 

Cooper’s  Hawk,  1;  Red-tailed  Hawk,  11;  Red-shouldea?ed  Hawk,  5;  American 
Rough -legged  Hawk,  1. 

Bald  Eagle,  1;  Marsh  Hawk,  32;  Sparrow  Hawk,  36;  pheasant,  101; 

Coot,  9;  Killdeer,  71;  Wilson’s  Snipe,  2;  Greater  Yellow-legs,  6; 

Turkey  Vulture,  8;  Great  Black-backed  Gull,  2;  Herring  Gull, 1405; 
Ring-billed  Gull,  384;  Bonaparte’s  Gull,  139;  Mourning  Dove,  31;  Great 
Horned  Owl,  1;  Barred  Owl,  1;  Belted  Kingfisher,  11;  Northern  Flicker, 
9;  Red-headed  Woodpecker,  1;  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker,  1;  Hairy  Wood¬ 
pecker,  4;  Downy  Woodpecker,  23;  Phoebe,  41;  prairie  Horned  Lark,  53; 
Blue  Jay,  11;  American  Crow,  1119;  Black-capped  Chickadee,  62;  White¬ 
breasted  Nuthatch,  18;  Brown  Creeper,  3;  winter  Wren,  1;  Robin,  1044. 

Hermit  Thrush,  1;  Bluebird,  82;  Golden-crowned  Kinglet,  30;  Migrant 
Shrike,  5;  starling,  3323;  English  sparrow,  702;  Red-winged  Blackbird, 
863;  Rusty  Blackbird,  9;  Bronzed  Grackle,  434;  Cowbird,  219;  Goldfinch 
13;  Meadowlark,  42;  Vesper  sparrow,  106;  slate-colored  junco,  223;Tree 
Sparrow,  32;  Fox  sparrow,  2;  swamp  Sparrow,  1;  Song  sparrow,  738. 

6-1  Tree  swallow,  Oak  Orchard  (Beardslee) 

8-2  Green-winged  Teal  -  1  Migrant  shrike  -  Clarence  sinks,  (Ward 

Klepfer  and  William  Taylor ) 

10  -  Killdeer  Nest,  2  Eggs (4  Eggs  April  14),  so.  Wales  (Juliet  Pratt) 

Iceland  Gull,  Buffalo  Harbor  (Klepfer,  Taylor) 

11  -  Canada  Goose,  Whistling  Swan,  Amer.  Bittern,  Crow  Nest*  2  Eggs, 

2  Tree  swallow,  oak  orchard  swamp  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

12  -  2  C.  Loon,  Clarence  (Hallett,  Brockner,  Somerside) 

1  snow  Goose,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (W.  Klepfer,  Bob  Mansfield, 

W.  Taylor) 

15  -  Glaucous  Gull  -  Niagara  River  ( savage ) 

Saw  Whet  owl  -  Forest  Lawn  (verrill,  Wattles) 
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BUZZARDS 

Clay  banks  line  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Ontario  with  only  a 
narrow  strip  of  beach  between  the  edge  of  these  bluffs  and  the  water 
line.  During  the  yearq  creaks  have  cut  swaths  through  these  eleva¬ 
tions,  and  in  many  cases  the  waves  have  in  turn  again  built  up  bar¬ 
riers  of  gravel,  the  residue  of  past  torrents,  across  these  channels, 
with  the  result  that  numerous  blind  bays  were  formed,  some  of  them, 
quite  wide,  extend  inland  for  the  greater  part  of  a  mile,  and  form 
great  marshes  of  reeds  and  cattails. 

At  one  of  these  bays,  to  the  east  of  Sodus,  New  York,  the  creek  and 
the  Lake  form  an  exceptionally  high  promontory «  Here,  on  a  humid, 
cool  morning,  during  the  latter  part  of  July,  a  strong  north-west  wind 
from  across  the  squally  lake  chased  the  scud  shoreward  and  rived  the 
wind-torn  clouds  to  admit  occasional  sunshine 4 

On  the  air  currents  rising  as  the  wind  struck  the  headlands,  two 
turkey  buzzards  soared.  They  rose  on  the  wind  and  rode  it  out  over 
the  lake  and  back  again  to  land.  Never  varying  the  flying  radius, 
they  carried  upward  from  the  bluff  and  out  over  the  lake  obliquely  in¬ 
to  the  wind,  then  sliding  sideways  to  the  east  along  the  shore  with 
the  breeze,  flew  again  over  the  land  westward  to  the  cliff,  to  repeat 
the  process  over  and  over  again. 

After  a  time,  one  of  the  birds  dived  at  the  other  from  above.  In  a 
split  second  and  with  hardly  a  perceptible  wing  movement,  the  lower 
bird  turned  on  his  back  and  soared  for  some  seconds  with  his  talons 
and  beak  extended  upward  toward  his  adversary.  The  attacker  veered 
off;  whereupon  the  other  righted  himself  dexterously,  and  easily  re¬ 
sumed  his  effortless  glide  over  the  lake. 

The  unabating  wind  still  piled  the  waves  on  the  shore  and  packed 
more  tightly  the  scurrying  clouds,  a  typical  midsummer  squall  fortell- 
ing  the  coming  fall,  in  sheer  exuberance,  the  birds  matched  their 
strength  and  skill  against  the  wildness  of  the  day,  until  tiring  of 
their  sport  or  seeking  some  other  adventure  more  worthy  of  their 
merit,  one  disappeared  and  the  other  flew  on  measured  wing-beat  low 
over  the  lake  into  the  rain  away  from  shore. 

They  sought  no  food;  nor  was  their  flight  that  of  the  migratory 
hawks  which  soar  in  circles  with  ever  shifting  centers.  Their  move¬ 
ments  also  lacked  the  direct  attacking  flight  of  the  accipiters. 
Father,  their  action  had  in  it,  a  spirit  of  play;  a  shout  and  laughter 
in  the  very  joy  of  living. 

E.  C.  Ulrich. 


NOTES 

These  who  attended  the  Erie  meeting  in  March  were  well  repaid  for 
the  trip,  in  spite  of  the  threatening  weather,  over  100  attended, 
including  our  old  fried  John  Aldrich.  The  talks  were  all  interesting, 
and  the  slides  and  moving  pictures  shown  by  Mr.  Guynes  and  Air.  Savage 
were  a  fitting  and  pleasing  conclusion  to  the  meeting.  The  formation 
of  the  pymatuning  protective  Association  was  an  important  accomplish¬ 
ment. 

Our  members  and  guests  who  were  present  were  Clark  S.  Beardslee, 
Winston  Brockner,  Miss  Duttweiier,  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  George  North, 
Miss  Hobson,  Miss  Rosa,  James  savage,  Miss  Sherman,  Miss  schwenger, 
Edward  C*  Ulrich,  Ray  M.  Verrill,  Alfred  and  Howard  Wander. 
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The  field  trip  to  Presque  Isle  on  Sunday  was  most  enjoyable ,  and  we 
were  indebted  to  the  Erie  Audubon  Society  for  the  noonday  luncheon. 

It  is  planned  to  hold  the  next  meeting  at  Pymatuning  over  the  week 
end  of  May  16  and  17* 

The  Eaton  Bird  club»s  notes  may  be  found  in  the"Geneva  Daily  Times” 
on  the  first  and  third  Saturdays  of  each  month.  Mr.  Van  Eseltine  has 
kindly  sent  us  clippings  from  the  March  21  and  April  4  issues.  We 
have  not  space  to  record  all  observations ,  but  the  following  are  of 
particular  interest: 

Feb.  2  -  Evening  Grosbeak  -  and  during  February,  Hooded  Mergansers, 
pine  Grosbeaks,  chipping  sparrow,  Redwing  and  a  short-eared  Owl,  the 
latter  seen  on  the  ice  of  Kewka  Lake  by  yerdi  Burtch  and  Earl  Suther¬ 
land.  Among  the  early  March  records  are:  Loon,  Ruddy  Duck,  Red-breast¬ 
ed  Nuthatch,  Rusty  Blackbird,  Purple  Finch  and  Pipit. 

Verdi  Burtch  reported  a  flock  of  9  Brant  on  Kewka  Lake  on  March  29. 
Late  March  migrants  included  Pied-billed  Grebe,  Amer.  Bittern,  Gad- 
wall,  Green-winged  Teal,  wood  Duck,  Woodcock,  Barn  Owl,  Tree  swallow, 
Migrant  shrike,  Savannah,  Vesper,  Field  and  Fox  Sparrows. 

Our  Conservation  Committee  Chairman,  Miss  Bertha  Schwenger,  has  sent 
us  considerable  data,  showing  that  she  has  been  reading  much  of  the 
current  literature  on  conservation.  Interesting  excerpts: 

"At  the  present  time  the  hunting  field  is  flooded  with  hunters  who 
cannot  even  distinguish  deer;  every  season  there  are  records  of  calves 
colts,  even  men  being  shot.  Hunters  do  not  know  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  geese  and  swans,  and  swans  have  been  protected  since  1918.  Mr. 
Park  in  June  NATURE  MAGAZINE  suggests  fsince  diminution  of  the  Sports¬ 
man  and  equitable  method  of  causing  it  are  highly  desirable,  and  elim¬ 
ination  of  the  uninformed  gunner  is  a  necessity,  why  not  achieve  all 
of  these  objects  at  one  step  by  examination  of  candidates  for  hunting 
licenses? »»  (NATURE  MAGAZINE,  May) 

"A  South  Sea  island  has  recently  imported  hawks  and  owls  to  rid 
itself  of  a  mouse  infestation.  Are  they  not  as  valuable  to  us?  It  is 
worth  repeating  that  these  birds  are  underrated  as  mousers  while  cats 
are  over-rated.”  (NATURE  MAGAZINE ,  May) 

Miss  Mabel  H.  James,  instructor  at  the  Garden  Center  Institute, 
writes  that  she  would  be  glad  to  have  anyone  who  is  interested 
accompany  her  on  her  Tuesday  morning  field  trips  at  10  A.M*  at  Grover 
Cleveland  park.  She  is  also  available  as  a  guide  to  groups  of  8  or 
more  at  Emery  park  or  elsewhere  by  arrangement.  Tel.  univ.  1252. 

Among  the  interesting  observations  by  Mr.  Wm.  L*  G.  Edson,  official 
observer  for  the  Burroughs  Audubon  Nature  Club  of  Rochester,  are  Short- 
eared  Owl,  Buck  pond,  Feb.  23  (Chas.  Messershmitt ) ;  pigeon  Hawk,  week 
ending  March  6;  Canada  Goose,  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  Killdeer,  Iceland 
Gull  and  Robin  the  following  week;  Great  Blue  Heron,  Bluebird  and 
Migrant  shrike  for  week  of  March  20,  Gadwall,  Mourning  Dove,  Rusty 
Blackbird,  cowbird,  pine  siskin  and  Fox  Sparrow  for  the  week  of 
March  27. 

For  the  following  week,  Horned  Grebe,  Amer.  Bittern,  both  Teals, 
Shoveller,  Goshawk,  Bald  Eagle,  Flicker,  Phoebe,  Golden-crowned  King¬ 
let,  Meadowlark,  and  vesper  sparrow.  For  the  week  ending  April  10, 
Common  Loon,  pied-billed  Grebe,  Coot,  Winter  Wren,  Hermit  Thrush, 
Savannah,  Field  and  swamp  Sparrows  were  new  migrants  reported. 
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Hr.  George  North  writes  fr<.m  Hamilton,  reporting  first  Wood  Ducks 
March  25,  a  European  Widgeon  on  March  26,  a  European  Teal  on  March  28, 
also  Phoebe,  Bonaparte  *s  Gull  and  Shoveller.  On-” March  29,  8  Whistling 
Swan,  Migrant  shrike,  coot,  Iceland  and  Glaucous  Gulls.  Knechtel  re¬ 
ported  a  White -crowned  Sparrow  at  Burlington  the  same  day. 

MEETING  OF  FEBRUARY  12,  1936 

Mr.  Clark  S.  Beardslee  chose  the  subject,  nThe  Autobiography  of  a 
Bird  Lover",  for  his  talk  at  the  FEBRUARY  12  meeting.  This  was  a  re¬ 
view  of  the  life  of  Frank  M#  Chapman.  With  discrimination  and  with 

well-chosen  illustrative  passages,  Mr.  Beardslee  ably  presented  the 
salient  points  of  the  book  in  his  pleasing  and  inimitable  manner.  A.S. 

MEETING  OF  FEBRUARY  26 ,  1936 

At  the  meeting  on  February  26,  Hr*  Wm.  Wild  ably  presented  the 

ecological  relation  of  birds  and  insects.  By  many  concrete  illustra¬ 

tions,  Mr.  Wild  emphasized  the  point  that  Nature  will  maintain  its  own 
balance  if  man  will  curb  his  selfish  greed  and  keep  his  meddling 
fingers  out  of  nature’s  affairs.  A*  S* 

MEETING  OF  MARCH  25,1936 

At  the  meeting  of  March  25,  Mr.  Brandt  of  Bausch  and  Lomb  gave  a  very 
interesting  talk  on  binoculars  and  other  types  of  field  glasses.  He  ex 
plained  the  technical  construction  of  these  glasses^  and  dwelt  upon 
certain  factors  making  for  superior  quality  in  glasses.  Two  glasses 
exactly  alike  superficially  may  vary  tremendously  in  their  internal 
construction;  hence  the  great  range  in  price.  The  portion  of  the  talk 
dealing  with  the  kind  of  glass  best  adapted  to  bird  study  proved  es¬ 
pecially  interesting.  Here  the  conflicting  factors  of  power  plus  field 
were  thoroughly  expounded.  Henceforth  all  members  present  will  be 
better  able  to  judge  a  good  glass  for  ornithological  purposes.  R.M.V. 

plans  for  the  spring  Duck  Census  were  made  by  the  leader, 

Mr.  R.  M*  Verrill. 

MEETING  OF  APRIL  8,  1936 

We  had  all  looked  forward  with  much  anticipation  to  the  moving 
pictures  of  birds,  by  Hr.  James  savage,  and  we  were  not  disappointed. 
Not  only  did  he  show  some  excellent  bird  pictures,  but  his  new  colored 
pictures  of  flowers  as  well  as  birds  opened  up  a  new  field  of  accom¬ 
plishment  before  our  eyes. 

MEETINGS:  8:00  P.M.  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

April  22:  Panel  Discussion  on  Field  Identification. 

May  6:  plans  for  Spring  Bird  Census,  C.  S.  Beardslee, 

May  16  &  17:  Meeting  pyma tuning  Protective  Ass’n.  Details  to 

be  in  May  PR0TII0N0TARY • 

FIELD  TRIPS:  April  26  Dunkirk,  Bear  Lake-meet  8  A. M. Daylight  Saving  T 

Main  &  Goodrich  St . }E-C. Ulrich, Leader ,  Li-2405. 

May  10  -  Grand  island-meet  8:A*M*  Delaware  &  Hertel  Ave., 

Alice  Sherman,  Leader,  Tel.  De-4559. 

May  24  -  Annual  spring  Bird  Census,  C .S .Beardslee ,  Leader, 

Tel.  Ri-4818. 

Sat. morning  trips:  Meet  6  A*M. Windsor  Rd.  entrance  of  Delaware  Park. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Honorary  president  -  James  savage, 
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Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

Only  a  few  days  during  April  were  clear,  the  percentage  of  sunshine 
being  about  40%  below  normal,  and  the  temperature  3.6°  below  normal. 
The  accumulated  water  from  the  past  winter Ts  snow  formed  many  ponds 
in  the  low  spots  in  fields  and  although  the  ice  filled  the  lake  very 
few  large  flocks  of  ducks  concentrated  in  the  inland  sinks  where  they 
are  usually  observed.  Nearly  every  inland  pond  and  sink  had  one  or 
more  Horned  Grebes,  possibly  the  pesult  of  the  scarcity  of  open  water 
in  Lake  Erie,  until  the  very  end  of  the  month,  migrants  were  in 
general  behind  their  usual  schedule. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORD 


S 


MARCH 

31  - 

APRIL 

10  - 

13  - 

14  - 


16  - 

17  - 

18  - 


19  - 


21  - 
22  - 


23  - 
25  - 


1  purple  Martin,  Batavia  (Lambert,  rep.  Pixley ) 

2  Shoveller  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Verrill) 

Crow  Nest  &  Egg,  So.  Wales  (Miss  James) 

Barn  Swallow  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Robert  Mansfield) 

25  Whistling  swan,  Lake  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

(also  seen  on  15th  and  17th) 

Woodcock  4E,  N.  -  Batavia  (Mrs.  Ora  Pixley) 

25  Amer.  pipit,  T7h it e throated  sparrow,  pileated  WToodpecker, 
Emery  Park  (Robert,  Richard  and  Mrs.  Mansfield) 

Towhee,  south  Wales  (Roger  pratt,  rep.  Miss  James) 

1  European  Widgeon,  3  Gadwall  -  Burnt ship  Creek,  Grand  Island 

*  (Several  Members) 

Ruddy  Duck,  Niagara  River  (Mr.  &  Mrs.  Creighton) 
Double-crested  cormorant  -  Grand  Island  (Mrs.  Mansfield) 
Chipping  sparrow  -  so.-  Wales  (Miss  James) 

Great  Black-backed  Gull,  Niagara  R. ,  1  Florida  Gallinule, 
Grand  Is.  Ferry  (T.  &  M.  Kelly) 

Upland  plover,  Amherst  (Mansfield) 

Flock  Amer.  pipit,  Tonawanda  (H.  &  R.  Eckler ) 

Myrtle  Y/arbler,  Hamburg  (Mr.  &  Mrs.  Creighton) 

2  Osprey,  so.  Wales  (Roger  &  Eleanor  Pratt  Miss  James ) 

Rough -winged  swallow,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  ,  > 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  last  date  seen  at  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

Barn  Owl,  Forest  Lawn  (Brockner,  Wattles  i 
2  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet,  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 
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APRIL 

26  ~  Trip  to  Bear  Lake,  Dunkirk,  Caseadaga  Lake  &  Gowanda,  E.C.  Ulrich 

leader,  species  seen  included:  1  Osprey 
1  Tufted  Titmouse,  1  Cardinal,  1  Green  Heron,  3  Wood  Duck,  2  Myrtle 
Warbler,  Bank  swallow,  Brown  Thrasher;  common  Tern,  Ruddy  Duck,  Lesser 
Yellowle  gs  were  reported  by  several  observers.  5  White -winged 
Scoters  at  Niagara  Falls  (Rosa,  Mitchell);  1  HolboellTs  Grebe  and  1 
Amer.  Rough-legged  Hawk,  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  ( Verrill, Wattles ) 

27  -  Mourning  Dove  N,  3  Half  Grown  Young,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

RobinN4E  (Verrill)  and  N,  3  E  (Hazelton) 

Short-eared  Owl,  2  Mile  Creek  Rd  (Beardslee) 

House  Wren,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

28  -  Whip-poor-will,  Forest  Lawn  (schwenger) 

Black  &  White  Y/arbler  and  W.  Palm  Warbler,  Forest  Lawn  (Beardslee 
Brockner,  Schwenger,  Verrill) 

Yellow  Warbler,  Batavia  (Mrs.  Ebling,  rep.  pixley ) 

29-1  Carolina  Wren,  1  Lincoln Ts  Sparrow,  so.  Buffalo  (T.&  M. Kelly) 

1  Spotted  Sandpiper,  Leroy  (Beardslee) 

30  -  Broad-winged  Hawk,  Lincoln  park  (Beardslee,  Somerside) 

1  Grasshopper  Sparrow,  Tonawanda  (Beardslee) 

1  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird,  Buffalo  (Eolderbaum) 

1  White-crowned  Sparrow,  Buffalo  (Brockner) 

MAY 

1-1  Least  Flycatcher,  1  Redstart,  Forest  Lawn  (Beardslee , Mitchell ) 

1  Northern  Yellow-throat,  4  prairie  Marsh  Wren,  so.  Buffalo 

(Beardslee ) 

1  Olive-backed  Thrush,  Forest  Lawn  (Beardslee) 

1  -  Sora,  Bobolink,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp 

(Brockner,  Schwenger) 

-  Pine  Warbler,  Forest  Lawn  ( Holder baum,  Richard  Mansfield) 

-  Bl* -throated  Blue  and  Bl. -Throated  Green  Warbler,  Kingbird, 
Baltimore  oriole,  Grand  Island  (Kratzer) 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird,  Buffalo  (Hochmuth) 

2  -  Wood  Thrush,  Leroy  (Hazelton)  and  Evans  (Mitchell) 

Veery,  Batavia  (Mrs.  pixley)  and  Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

Catbird,  Forest  Lawn  (Brockner) 

Chimney  Swift,  Lo.  Buffalo  (Sherman,  Ulrich) 

Solitary  Sandpiper,  Kingbird,  Bobolink,  HenslowTs  Sparrow, 

Cliff  Swallow,  Oak  Orchard  swamp  (Verrill) 

Blue -headed  Vireo,  Lincoln  park,  Northern  Water  Thrush,  Oak 
Orchard  Swamp  (somerside) 

3  -  Virginia  Rail,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.  &  R.  Eckler,  Verrill) 

Nashville  Warbler,  Ovenbird,  Crested  Flycatcher,  Red-headed 
Woodpecker  by  several  observers. 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler,  Niagara  Glen,  Black  Tern,  Niagara  River, 

(Robson) 

Magnolia  Warbler,  Yellow-thr.  Vireo,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

Barn  Owl,  Hampton  Brook  (Miss  Thrope ) 

Bluebird,  Nest  &  Egg,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (K.  &  R.  Eckler) 

4  -  short-billed  Marsh  Wren  -  Grand  Island  (Savage) 

5-2  Gadwall,  Niagara  Falls  (Mitchell) 

6  -  Blue-gray  Greatcat cher ,  Lincoln  Park  (somerside) 

7  -  Blackburnian,  Cape  May  and  Canada  Warbler ,  Pomeroy  park,  Eggerts- 

ville  ( schwenger  ) 

2  Orange -crowned  Warblers,  Lincoln  Park  (Mitchell) 

9  -  Black-billed  Cuckoo,  Delaware  park  (Johnson,  Kratzer) 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak,  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

Indigo  Bunting  -  Forest  Lawn  (Rosa,  Hallett ) 
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NOTES  ON  BIRD  DISTRIBUTION 


A  brief  resume  of  paper  by  Dr.  s*  Charles  Kendeigh  of  Western  Re¬ 
serve  University  at  the  Erie  conference  March  14,  1956. 

Temperature  and  daylight  duration  have  a  profound  influence  on  the 
breeding  and  wintering  ranges  of  birds.  Sufficient  heat  during  the 
summer  is  required  to  enable  the  young  birds  to  build  energy  either 
for  migration  or  for  the  rigors  of  winter Ts  cold.  The  total  amount 
of  summer  heat  necessary  varies  greatly  with  different  species  and 
determines  the  north  and  south  limits  of  their  breeding  ranges.  If 
the  temperatures  are  too  high,  the  over-heated  parent  birds  are  un¬ 
able  to  supply  the  proper  amount  of  food  for  the  young,  while  if  the 
summer  is  too  cool,  the  food  of  both  adults  and  young  is  used  to 
maintain  body  heat,  and  the  storing  of  surplus  energy  is  impossible. 

A  certain  number  of  daylight  hours  are  necessary  that  the  parent 
birds  will  be  able  to  make  sufficient  number  of  trips  to  supply  the 
food  needed  for  body  warmth,  growth  and  stored  energy. 

In  the  case  of  birds  which  have  two  breeding  periods  yearly,  it  is 
found  that  some  skip  the  first,  some  the  second,  while  others  skip 
both.  Eighteen  percent  of  young  birds  do  not  breed  during  their 
first  adult  year.  It  is  suggested  that  possibly  these  individuals 
have  come  from  the  second  brood,  and  had  been  unable  to  store  up 
surplus  reproductive  energy  before  the  cool  weather  of  the  previous 
fall. 

Each  species  has  a  definite  survival  period,  i.e.,  number  of  hours 
which  it  can  live  without  food  at  a  given  low  temperature.  This 
period  varies  greatly  with  different  species.  For  example,  it  is 
found  to  be  10-13  hrs.  for  the  English  sparrow,  and  24  hrsi  in  the 
case  of  the  Winter  Wren.  Naturally  Warblers  and  Crossbills  would 
show  a  much  greater  contrast,  explaining  the  difference  in  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  their  winter  ranges. 

_  ALICE  E.  SHERMAN. 

NOTES 

On  a  trip  to  Conneaut  Lake  and  Pymatuming  Reservoir  on  April  26,  Mr. 
James  Savage  noted  about  500  Ruddy  Ducks,  a  greater  number  than  he  has 
observed  over  a  period  of  several'  years.  He  also  noted  6  Caspian  Terns 

at  Presque  isle  the  same  day. 

From  the  Eaton  Bird  Clubfs  notes  we  find  a  similarity  of  field  condi¬ 
tions  with  Those  m  our  locality.  Mr.  Van  Eseltine  writes,  for  the 

first  part  of  April,  that  Harsh  birds  frequented  the  flooded  fields, 
and  although  the  dales  of  arrival  have  not  been  retarded  the  numbers 
of  each  of  the  land  birds  noted  are  smaller.  Of  exceptional  interest 
are  the  recurring  records  of  red-thoated  Loons  from  Cayuga  Lake. 

From  the  field  trip  list  we  also  note  that  they  plan  to  be  at  Oak 
Orchard  swamp  on  our  May  24  census.  We  hope  that  some  of  our  members 
may  find  it  possible  to  take  part  in  the  Annual  potter  Swamp  Excursion 
on  May  17th. 

Miss  Pauline  Johnson  has  sent  in  some  interesting  observations  which 
she  made  in  the  vicinity  of  Bloomington  in  southern  Indiana  from  April 
11  to  15. Although  they  had  had  Snow  flurries  and  cold  weather  during 
the  previous  week,  phoebes  and  Blue  Jays  were  nest  building,  and  early 
May  migrants  such  as  Canada  and  Tennessee  Warblers,  WThite-crowned 
Sparrows  and  Veerys  were  observed.  Migration  there  is  apparently  3 
weeks  ahead  of  ours,  she  reported  many  woodland  flowers  in  full  bloom. 

On  April  25,  Mr.  C.  A.  Somers ide  made  some  observations  near  Akron, 
Ohio,  which  Indicate  that  migration  there  is  about  a  week  in  advance  of 
ours.  MUte  swans,  Ruddy  Ducks  and  several  Cardinals  were  among  the 
birds  he  listed. 
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MEETING  OF  APRIL  22,  1956 

The  society  enjoyed  an  interesting  Panel  Discussion  based  on  Ludlow 
Griscom's  article  in  Bird  Lore  on  Field  Identification,  The  various 
points  of  his  article,  which  was  read  by  Mrs.  Eckler,  were  ably  dis¬ 
cussed  by  MT.  Verrill,  Miss  Sherman,  and  Mr.  Ulrich;  after  which 
various  other  members  expressed  their  opinions,  some  agreeing,  and 
others  radically  disagreeing  with  many  of  Mr.  G-riscoxnJs  statements. 

MEETING  OF  May  6,1956 

As  has  been  our  custom  in  the  past,  the  first  May  meeting  was  given 
over  to  plans  for  the  Spring  Census  to  be  held  on  May  24.  See  below., 

COMING  EVENTS 

MEETINGS:  May  27  -  8:00  P.M.  at  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

Report  of  Spring  census  and  puymatuning  trips. 

June  10  -  Outdoor  meeting  at  sherkston,  Ont.  Meet  at  peace 
bridge  at  5:30  P.M.  Picnic  Supper.  Come  and 
bring  your  family. 

FIELD  TRIPS: 

May  16  &  17  Puymatunign  Trip.  Meeting  starts  at  1:30 

P«M*  Saturday  in  the  Alden  Hall  of  Biology, 

North  Main  and  George  Sts.,  Me ad vi lie ,Pa. ,  where  Dr;  Thomas  of  Alle¬ 
gheny  College,  Mr.  M.  Graham  Netting  of  the  Carnegie  Museum,  will  give 
short  talks  on  the  aquatic  life  about  the  Puymatuning  Area  and  Mr  .Paul 
Seipel  will  exhibit  specimens  of  the  Emperor  penguin.  At  3:30  field 
trips  will  start  and  continue  until  evening  and  on  Sunday  morning* 
Observers  will  be  divided  in  four  groups.  Headquarters  will  be  at 
Hotel  conneaut,  conneaut  Lake. 

Some  members  have  already  received  full  information  on  the  detailed 
plans  direct  from  the  puymatuning  Naturalists’  Federation.  Other  mem¬ 
bers  can  obtain  this  information  by  telephoning  or  writlngto  the  editor. 

L.  Mansfield  and  M.  Kelly  (Canadian  Shore,  Sherkston  and  beyond) 

Ulrich  (Canadian  Shore  to  Plalliday’s  Bay)  Verrill  (Goat  Island,  Wilson, 

and  Lake  Ontario  Shore),  somerside  (Grand  Island),  T.  Kelly  (Lincoln 
Park  &  other  territories  north  of  Buffalo);  Mitchell  (Lake  Shore  and 

Gowanda ) ;  Sherman  (Letchworth  park);  James  (South  Wales  and  Emery  park); 
Swift  (Delaware  park  and  Forest  Lawn);  Eckler  (Oak  Orchard). 

Other  members  and  corresponding  members  please  note:  It  is  hoped 

that  you  will  be  able  either  to  (1)  accompany  one  of  these  captains,  or 
(2)  go  to  Oak  Orchard  for  an  assignment  there,  or  (3)  spend  as  much  of 
the  day  as  possible  in  some  area  of  your  own  choosing.  In  the  latter 
event,  mail  your  list  immediately  to  Clark  S.  Beardslee,  132  McKinley 
Ave.,  Kenmore,  N.  Y. 

May  31  -  Canadian  Shore  -  Leader,  Tom  Kelly,  Tel.  RI-2160 
Meet  at  peace  Bridge  at  8  A.M.  Bring  Lunch. 

June  14  -  Gowanda,  Zoar  Valley,  Call  the  Leader,  Al  Wander, 

for  details  -  Tel.  DE-1200 


EDITOR TS  NOTE 

New  subscribers  are  needed.  Your  cooperation  will  be  appreciated. 
Subscription  is  50^  per  year,  payable  in  advance. 

Business  Manager,  Mrs.  Geo.C.Kratzer ,  140  Wardman  Road,  Kenmore,  N.  Y. 
Editor:  -  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Ave ., Buffalo ,  N.  Y. 
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THE  MONTH 


May  did  not  live  up  to  its  reputation,  in  1936,  so  far  a3  being  the 
month  when  warblers  and  other  passerine  birds  are  supposed  to  come  in 
pronounced  migratory  waves  and  in  such  numbers  as  almost  to  bewilder 
the  bird  lover.  The  weather  during  the  first  half  of  the  month  was 
much  warmer  than  normal,  with  almost  no  precipitation.  There  seemed 
to  be  a  complete  absence  of  any  meteorological  condition  which  might 
result  in  a  temporary  damming  up  of  the  migrants  and  a  subsequent  wave. 
The  warbler  migration  was  therefore  notably  poor,  with  some  usually 
common  species,  eg.,  the  Black-throated  Blue,  Black-throated  Green, 
and  Black  and  White,  much  scarcer  than  usual.  The  latter  half  of  the 
month,  though  of  more  normal  temperature,  was  also  dry,  and  also  de¬ 
void  of  any 'really  good  warbler  days.  Total  precipitation  for  the 
month  was  0.92  inch,  -  the  third  May,  in  66  years  with  less  than  an 
inch  of  rainfall.  In  contrast  to  the  poor  migration  of  the  small  land 
birds,  we  enjoyed  the  best  spring  shorebird  movement  in  many  years, 
both  in  number  of  species  and  individuals,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
records  given  below: 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

MY 

7  -  Scarlet  Tanager,  Oak  Orchard  (Hering,  Arnett) 

8  -  Acadian  Flycatcher,  Lincoln  Park  (Brockner) 

-  Tennessee  Warbler,  Black-billed  Cuckoo,  Lincoln  Park  (Verrill) 

-  Golden-winged  Warbler,  Oak  Orchard  (Pixley) 

9  -  Prothonotary  Warbler,  Oak  Orchard  (H.&R. Eckler,  Schwenger) 

10  -  Orchard  Oriole,  Oak  Orchard  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

-  Cerulean  Warbler,  Oak  Orchard  (H.  &  R.  Eckler,  Pixley) 

-  Least  Bittern,  Grand  Island  (Somerside,  Kratzer,  Swift) 

-  Red-eyed  Vireo,  Oak  Orchard  (Pixley) 

11  -  Parula  Warbler,  Forest  Lawn  (Verrill) 

12  -  Night hawk,  Buffalo  (Verrill,  Mitchell) 

13  -  Philadelphia  Vireo,  Delaware  Park  (Beardslee) 

-  Red-backed  Sandpiper,  Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

14  -  Blackpoll  Warbler,  Bay-breasted  Warbler,  Oak  Orchard  (Pixley) 
14  -  Hooded  Warbler,  Oak  Orchard  (Hering,  Arnett) 
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MAY 

16  -  Ruddy  Turnstone,  Barcelona  (Ulrich) 

-  3  Bald  Eagles,  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher,  Tufted  Titmouse, 

Barcelona  (Parfy-  en  route  to  Puymatuning) 

-  1  Bald  Eagle,  Troutberg  (Bering,  Pcler) 

18  -  Red-throated  Loon,  Grand  Island  (Sonerside) 

19  -  Wood  Pewee,  Batavia  (Pixley) 

21  -  19  Hudsonian  Curlew,  1  Least  Sandpiper,  Niagara  Falls  (Mitchell) 

-  Wilson* s  Warbler,  Forest  Lawn  (Pixley) 

22  -  Mourning  Warbler,  Oak  Orchard  (Pixley) 

23  -  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  Pine  Warbler,  Hampton  Brook  (Brockner) 

24  -  Spring  Census;  C.  S.  Beardslee,  Leader#  Taken  a  week  later  than 

usual,  we  found,  as  we  expected,  that  our  list  was  somewhat 
smaller  than  these  of  previous  years#  As  compared  with  our  193S  total 
of  177  species,  159  were  reported  this  year.  A  full  report  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Buffalo  Courier  Express  of  May  28#  Forty  of  our  members 
were  in  the  field,  and  a  party  of  guests  from  the  Eaton  Bird  Club  of 
Geneva  spent  the  day  at  Oak  Orchard#  More  of  our  territory  was  covered 
than  in  any  previous  year#  Outstanding  records:  Loon,  Double-crested 
Cormorant,  Shoveller,  White-winged  Scoter,  Knot,  Sanderling,  Ruddy 
Turnstone,  Duck  Hawk,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Olive-sided  Flycatcher, 
Orchard  Oriole,  Lincoln's  Sparrow,  Blue-winged  Warbler,  Connecticut 
Warbler,  Pipit,  Tuf  'ted  Titmouse. 

27  -  King  Rail,  Oak  Orchard  (H  &  R  Eckler) 

30  -  Loon,  Fort  Erie;  White-winged  Scoter,  Sherkston,  Knot,  Sanderling, 

Mohawk  Point;  Hudsonian  Curlew,  Rose’s  Point, 

(Mitchell  &  museum  class) 

31  -  Trip  to  Canadian  Shore  -  Leader  T.  Kelly.  Fine  list  of  shore- 

birds  (12  species)  including  Piping  Plover  Nest, 

4  Eggs  at  Sherkston,  also  Common  Loon,  Erie  Beach, 
also  Double-crested  Cormorant,  Mohawk  Point  and 
Orchard  Oriole,  Ft.  Erie#  Party  also  observed  an  Eagle’s 
Nest  and  Upland  Plover’s  Nest  about  3  miles  west  of 
Pt .  Maitland. 

31  -  Olive-sided  Flycatcher,  Pomeroy  Park  (Seeber) 

JUNE 

2  -  Connecticut  Warbler,  Carolina  Wren,  Forest  Lawn,  (Beardslee) 

3  -  Piping  Plover  and  N,  4  E#,  Crescent  Beach  (Brockner, Schwenger ) 

6  -  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  &  N.with  Young  about  2  days  old  near 

Cap’n.  Shepard’s  cottage  at  Pike  (Mr.  Creighton) 

6  -  The  last  Ruddy  Turnstone,  Silver  Bay,  Ont#  (Robson) 

9  -  King  Rail,  and  many  times  since.  Oak  Orchard  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

10  -  At  meeting,  Sherkston,  Ont.  all  had  chance  to  see  Piping  Plover’s 
nest.  Among  the  birds  seen  were:  1  Red-breasted  Merganser, 

6  Sanderling  and  1  Cerulean  Warbler. 

13  -  Whip-poor-will,  Baldpate,  Oak  Orchard  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

14  -  Trip  to  Gowanda  and  Zoar  Valley,  Leader,  A1  Wander.  Mr.  Hering 

and  several  members  of  his  bird  class  from  Medina  joined  our 
group  at  Gov/and  a.  Over  70  species  were  observed,  including 
1  Adult  and  2  Young  Barred  Owls,  10  Warblers,  and  nests  of  Red- 
shouldered  Hawk,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Crested  Flycatcher,  Wood  Pewee, 

Song  Sparrow,  Hooded  Warbler,  Robin  and  Bluebird.  Two  broods  of 
Ruffed  Grouse  were  also  seen.  The  young  Barred  Owls  were  found  by 
Tom  Kelly,  and  carefully  verified  by  A1  Wander. 

Cliff  Swallow,  2  N.  at  So. ’Wales  ( James, Sbhwenger ) 

18  -  Golden-eye,  7  Lesser  Scaup,  1  American  Merganser,  Niagara  Falls, 
also  1  Lesser  Scaup  still  in  Buffalo-South  Harbor  (Mitchell) 
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SHORT  BILLED  MARSH  WREN 

Last  summer  four  photographers  fared  forth  in  search  of  the  elusive 
Little  Short  Billed  Marsh  Wren*  We  found  a  field,  an  abandoned  farm 
leadow  not  far  from  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  that  seemed  to  be  fairly  alive 
/ith  them*  But  find  a  nest,  and  get  a  picture,  that  was  quite  another 
natter*  The  four  combed  the  field  carefully,  but  so  cleverly  hidden 
/ere  the  little  balls  of  grass  that  constitute  the  nest,  that  never  a 
me  did  we  find. 

Several  weeks  later,  July  9th  to  be  exact,  two  of  us  went  back  to 
nake  another  search*  After  diligently  going  over  the  field  we  finally 
loticed  one  singing  male  which  kept  constantly  going  to  a  certain  loca- 
bion*  so  v/e  kept  our  eyes  on  him  and  we  v/ere  finally  rewarded  by  seeing 
lis  mate  come,  and  go  to  the  nest  which  contained  seven  pure  white  eggs. 
Ve  set  up  the  camera  and  before  v/e  had  left  she  popped  back  into  the 
nest*  Each  time  we  v/ould  disturb  her,  she  would  come  back  immediately 
md  dart  into  the  nest  so  quickly,  v/e  despaired  of  ever  getting  a 
picture.  Finally  we  put  a  piece  of  black  cloth  in  the  nest  hole, 
loping  that  would  stop  her  long  enough  to  get  a  picture,  but  no  luck* 

She  grabbed  that  piece  of  cloth,  shook  it  vigorously  and  carried  it 
away  from  the  nest  shaking  it  hard  every  few  feet*  We  then  put  twigs 
across  the  nest  hole,  and  finally  succeeded  in  getting  a  picture.  The 
camera  was  an  Arvis  using  supersensitive  negative  E  8-1/25  sec.  at  a 
distance  of  3  ft. 

Harlan  E.  Eckler. 


A  TRIBUTE  TO  THE  AMERICAN  BITTERN 

I  had  the  good  fortune  to  v/itness  a  novel  sight  at  Stillson’s  Pond, 
Randolph  on  June  1st*  While  observing  a  pair  of  black  ducks  with  their 
brood  of  9,  my  attention  was  called  by  the  motion  of  the  ripples  in  the 
water  to  a  disturbance  to  the  left,  in  back  of  some  vegetation.  By 
moving  my  car  a  little,  I  was  able  to  train  my  telescope  on  a  Bittern 
which  was  in  the  act  of  killing  a  good  sized  water  snake*  It  shook  tho 
snake  repeatedly,  grasping  it  in  its  sharp  spear-shaped  bill.  The 
snake  had  wrapped  its  tail  about  some  object  under  water,  and  the 
Bittern  worked  several  minutes  before  breaking  tho  snake’s  hold.  By 
that  time  the  snake  appeared  to  be  limp,  and  the  Bittern  walked  off  in 
triumph.  Tcstruction  of  v/ater  snakes  is  to  be  commended,  as  they  des¬ 
troy  large  numbers  of  fish  and  young  waterfowl,  and  this  habit  of  the 
Bittern  is  another  argument  to  have  it  placed  definitely  on  the  P 
protected  list. 

Harold  D.  Mitchell. 


NOTES 

V/e  welcome  as  associate  member.  Miss  Minnie  M.  Truhn  of  Buffalo, 
it  the  meeting  of  May  27,  the  following 'Associate  members  were  elected 
bo  full  membership:  Mr.  Edward  A.  Eames,  Mr.  Thomas  M.  Kelly,  Mr.  Harry 
H.  Larkin,  Mr.  Rufus  LoFcvre,  Mr.  C.  A.  Somerside. 

Mary  Brov/n  and  Winston  Brockner  took  part  in  the  Eaton  Bird  Club’s 
Spring  Census  at  Potter  Swamp  on  May  17.  A  total  of  172  species  was 
recorded  in  this  census,  which  was  taken  at  about  the  height  of  the 
migration  wave.  Among  the  species  reported  v/ere:  White -winged  Scoter, 
middy  Turnstone,  White-rumped  Sandpiper,  Dov/Itcher,  Caspian  Tern, 
rellow~bellied  Sapsucker,  Acadian  Flycatcher,  Olive-sided  Flycatcher, 
Inter  Wren,  Pipit,  Orange-crowned  Warbler,  Yellow-breasted  Chat,  Rusty 
blackbirds.  Cardinal  and  Lincoln’s  Sparrow. 
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Among  the  early  May  records  of  the  Eaton  Bird  Club  were  Mockingbird, 
Double-crested  Cormorant  and  2  Whistling  Swans*  Other  May  migrants 
broughttheir  total  May  list  up  to  197  species* 

Howard  Fischer  reports  that  a  banded  Herring  Gull,  found  dead  in 
Tonawanda  in  January,  1936  was  banded  July  10,  1934  at  Sugar  Isle, 

Mich*  by  F.  E*  Ludwig. 

Among  the  birds  observed  by  Mr.  Wm.  L*  G.  Eds on  of  Rochester  during 
late  April  were  Ruddy  Duck,  Rough-legged  Hawk  and  Osprey*  For  the 
week  ending  May  2,  notable  records  were  Saw  Whet  Owl  and  Golden  Plover, 
the  latter  being  the  first  spring  record  for  Western  New  York  which  has 
been  brought  to  our  attention  in  recent  years.  During  the  week  ending 
May  8,  many  Warblers  were  reported,  also  Indigo  Bunting,  and  White- 
crowned  Sparrow.  A  week  later  Caspian  and  Black  Terns,  Black-billed 
Cuckoo,  Golden-winged, ’ Bay-breasted,  Tennessee,  Mourning  and  many  other 
Warblers  were  reported.  On  May  20  a  Prothonotary  Warbler  was  seen  in 
Rochester  by  Mrs.  Riijg.  A  Brewster’s  Warbler  was  observed  later  in 
the  month  and ' Green-winged  Teal  (a  possible  breeder?)  during  the  week 
ending  June  5. 

During  the  weekend  of  May  16  and  17,  Miss  Rosa,  Miss  Robson  Miss 
Sherman,  and  Messrs.  Holderbaum,  Savage,  Seeber,  Ulrich  and  Mitchell 
attended  the  outing  of  the  Puymatuning  Naturalist’s  Federation  in  the 
Puymatuning  Lake  area.  The  flooding  of  this  area  has  brought  about  a 
very  noticeable  change  in  the  flora  and  fauna.  Some  native ' plants  have 
disappeared,  and  already  other  types  are  taking  their  place i  Such 
ducks  as  Blue -winged  Teal,  Mallard,  Black  Duck,  Wood  Duck,  Shoveller, 
Gadwall,  Pintail  and  Ruddy  Duck  have  appropriated  part  of  the  area  as 
their  breeding  grounds.  Observers  were  divided  into  four  parties, 
two  starting  out  from  Hart st own  and  two  from  Linesville,  and  each  one 
had  a  chance  to  visit  the  Heronry,  the  Lake,  the  Warbler  and  Marsh 
bird  territories  in  turn.  Among  the  specios  observed  were  Black  Tern, 
Red-breasted  and  Hooded  Mergansers,  Baldpate,  Shoveller,  Pintail, 

Wood  Duck,  Bufflehead,  White-winged  Scoter,  53  Ruddy  Duck,  King  Rail, 
Virginia  and  Sera  Rails,  Least  and  Red-backed  Sandpipers,  Greater 
Yellowlegs,  Dowitchor,  Ruddy  Turnstone,  15  Turkey  Vulture,  Cardinal, 
all  6  Swallows,  Migrant  Shrike,  several  Blue -winged  Warbler,  Cerulean 
Warbler,  Grinncll’s  Water  Thrush,  and  Tufted  Titmouse.  It  was  pleasant 
to  meet  our  friends  from  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and  West  Virginia  under 
conditions  so  ideal  for  bird  lovers. 

For  the  benefit  of  teachers,  camp  counselors  and  nature  lovers  the 
Allegany  School  of  Natural  History  at  Allegany  State  Park  will  present 
a  popular  course  "Afield  with  Plants  and  Animals"  from  July  6  to 
August  15,  Each  week  is ’a  unit  in  itself,  and  one ‘may  attend  for  one 
week'only.'  Dr.  Albert  R.  Shadle  of  U.  B.  and  Prof,  Wm.  P.  Alexander 
of  B*  S.N.  S*  are  the  instructors. 

Mary  E.  Brown ’and  Winston  Brockner  joined  Gerald  Knechtel  at  Kitchener 
Ont •  on  June  14,  and  attended  the  Field  Day  of  the  Federation  of  Ontario 
Naturalists  at  Galt,  Among  the  birds  observed  were  Black  Tern,  Screech 
Owl,  Black  and  White,  Golden-winged,  Cerulean,  Pine  and  Canada  Warblers. 
The  next  day  they  met  George  North  at  Hamilton  and  observed  Common  Tern 
Caspian  Tern,  Double-crested  Cormorant,  Knot,  Red-backed  and  Semi-palmat- 
ed  Sandpiper.  Later  in  the  day  they  journeyed  to  London,  Ont. "and  saw 
and  heard  the  Western  Meadowlark  which  had  been  reported  there.  Their 
list  of  86  species  also  included  Cardinal,  Cliff  Swallow  and  Migrant 
Shrike  at  Galt  on  the  14th. 

Many  good  nesting  records  have  been  received,  especially  from  Mr.  & 
Mrs.Eckler  and  from  Miss  Schwenger.  These  will  be  featured  in  the  July 
issue* 

"As  we  go  to  press",  we  have  just  been  advised  by  Dr.  C.  E.  Cummings 
of  an  Eagle’s  nest  in  our  territory,  about  2  miles  east  of  Youngstown, 
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Forres ter^eaP  ^  Lak6  Ontario  shore  on  the  property  of  Mr.  Glen  C. 

co«SredSwithr226P?ntl93erm  ^  torrltory  for  1936  total  232 


MEET IMG  OP  MAY  27 


„  ^  ,0;f  bhC\  Spring  Bird  Census  by  Mr.  Beardslee  was  followed  by 

bY  an  regard  to  Mr.  Grisccm>s  recent  article  on 
WOT,^1^f,Ipa^lfl?atl-5)nn*  Mr.  Beardslee  brought  out  the  point  that  tho 
°S„  LPf' ofessional  Ornithologists  has  often  been  dependent  on  re- 

f?a.teufs  'fllcjh  were  however  strictly  censored,  and  he  believes 
^Stthn  1  agh  standard  of  our  organization  is  due  to  the  earnest  efforts 
?f  hc  Amateurs  to  report  only  records  which  they  are  sure  of,  and  of 

olhL??°Usmans]ppnn,5ase  any  of  thcir  records  arc  rejected  by  the 
.  ti^ticians .  He  further  stated  that  whereas  wo  may  know  tho  status 

status ^of 3 cert °f  blU  ln.?!fr  territory  today,  a  few  years  hcnco,  tho 

thc^White  ™d  vl?fClt  W1B  oban8°'  some  ^coming  less  common  as  has 
he  hito  e/cd  Virco,  otner  invading  our  territory,  or  otherwise  great¬ 
ly  increasing  in  numbers,  as  has  the  Henslow's  Sparrow.  g 


MEETING  OF  JUNE  10 


“°UUSQ^I,?h!ts  ®Uoyed  a  very  pleasant  outing  on  tho  Lake  Erie 


at  Sherkston.  All  were  interested  in  a  Piping  Plover's  nest 

°SSh  Uld  in  a  Slight  d®PrdsSion  in  the  fand°  and  within  4 
foot  of  a  spot  whore  some  picnickers  had  spread  a  blanket  on  tho  sand. 


What  courage  the  Plover  has  to  incubate  the 


such  a  location  l 


eggs, &raise  the  brood  in 


MEETING: 


COMING 


EVENTS 


FIELD  TRIPS: 

June  28: 
July  26: 


June  24,  Outdoor  meeting  at  Shcrkston,  Ont.  meet  at  PeaccBridge 

~  *  at^Busti  Avenue  entrance,  at  5:30  P.M.  Picnic  Supper. 

Come  and  bring  your  family  and  your  bathing  suits.  At  Shcrkston 

£.!?  ^oad  to  loft  of  Quarry  and  continue  on  road  through  Cat¬ 
tail  Swamp  to  beach. 

No  other  meeting  until  September. 


M  o  n t  hly  Bird  0  e  ns  us 

Shore  bird  trip  to  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie, 
Leader,  Raymond  ’./attics,  Jr. 

Meet  at  Ft.  Erie  Ferry  at  7:00  A.M.  Bring  Lunch. 


EDITOR'S  NOTE 


e,r^e.July  isau?  wdl1  be  dovoted  largely  to  Nesting  Records.  Please 
fd  d  ydur.data  by  July  4*  State, if  possible,  tho  number  of  eggs  or 

la^UWW3  “  n°U'  A  ful1  history  of  thc  nesting,  from  date  cgffarc 
laid  until  young  leave  nest,  is  highly  desirable. 

balance ^ our  doudg e 1 ”  Sti11  nC°d  a  f°W  morc  subs°ribcrs  in  order  to 

rtnutdVv notify  the  editor  if  you  wish  to  receive  thc"Prothonotary" 
during  the  summer  at  other  than  your  home  address. 

Editor^PHcr^Un^M't.^0-:-,0*  &at2er'  140  Wardman  Road,  Kcnmoro,N.  Y. 
'  -  ..YQld  D.  Mitchell, _  378  Crescent  Ave.  Buffalo, N.  Y. 
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TUB  MONTH 

The  extreme  dry  conditions  of  the  month  of  May  continued  on  into 
June*  On  only  nine  days  did  any  rain  fall  and  then  in  no  appreciable 
amounts,  with  only  a  total  of  1*14  inches  for  the  whole  month,  1.74  in. 
less  than  normal.  The  temperature  for  the  first  half  of  the  month 
rose  above  normal,  but  from  the  21st  on  all  the  days  but  one  were  below 
normal,  giving  a  mean  for  the  month  of  xl.O0,  For  some  unexplained 
reason  some  of  the  shore  bird  migrants  remained  later  than  usual. 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


May 

24  -  Bob  White-  near  Sheridan  Drive  &  Belmont,  Tona wanda  (Mr.  &  Mrs. 
June  John  McCallum*  ) 

18  &  19  -  Baldpate  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H*  &  R.  Eckler) 

24  -  At  the  Sherkston  meeting,  Piping  Plover  and  young.  Pied-billed 
Grebe,  Virginia  Rail,  and  Least  Bittern  were  observed. 

28  -  4  American  Egret,  East  Elma  (Chas.  Simmons)'  \ 

30-6  Pair  Lincoln*  s  Sparrow  -  ViTa  infleet  March,  Ont .  (Brockner, 

Brown) 

JULY 

7  -  Several  L.  Scaup  and  American  Mergansers  still  on  Niagara  River 
at  Falls,  also  1  Black  Tern,  Burnt ship  Creek  (Mitchell) 

14  -  Solitary  Sandpiper  -  Forest  Lawn  -  (M*  H.  James) 

Lease  Sandpiper,  Lesser  Yellowlegs  -  Sherkston  (Creighton, 

_  Mitchell) 

NESTING  RECORDS 


N-Nest,  E-Eggs,  Y-Young. 

Great  Blue  Heron:  April  26  -  Approx. 50  N  -  Grand  Island  (Mitchell) 

May  24  -  51  100  N  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Census) 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron:  April  26  -  several  N  -  Grand  Is » (Mitchell) 


American  Bittern: 
Least  Bittern: 
Mallard: 

C.  Black  Duck: 

Blue-winged  Teal; 


Oak 

ti 


June  13  -  n5Y 
June  13  -  N4E 
May  24  -  2  or  3 
May  26  -  N  &  E 
June  1  to  June  28 


Orchard  Swamp  (H*&  RuEckler) 

It  II  II  M 


days 


May  10  -  N  10E, 
June  13  &  23,  Y, 
July  4,  N  10E 


old  Y-Oak  Orchard  Sw„ (Beardslee 

-  Oak  Orchard  Sv/amp  (Eames ) 
Several  Broods  of  6  to  9  Y, 

-  Oak  Orchard  Swamp 
Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Johnson) 

(Eames,  Eckler) 

(H.  &  R. Eckler) 
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Wood  Duck: 


June  9,  12  &  13,  Y-Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.&R#Eckler ) 

June '22,  2  Broods  Y  "  M  "  (Eamos) 

E •Red-tailed  Hawk : Mar .29 j  N,  Bear  Swamp  (Beardslee) 

May  3,  N,  Leroy  (Hazelton,  Beardslee) 

Hawk:  June ‘14  N,2Y  Gowanda  (T.  M.  Kelly) 

June  16,  N,  Young st own, N.Y. (Glenn  Forrester) 

June  20,  same  N  seen  by  T.  M«  Kelly 

May  30,  N  ,  3  mi.  w«  of  Pt.  Maitland,  Ont « (T.M.Kelly ) 
May  1,  New  N  2E,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Eames) 

History  of  this  Nest:  May  17,  6  E;  June  6,  5Y,  IE; 

Y,  largest  12”  Igx  18"  wing  spread,  leaving  downy  stage; 


N .Red-shouldered 
Bald  Eagle : 


Marsh  Hawk: 


June 

July 


23., 

3, 


last  one  left'N  and  flew  l/4  mi,  4  other  Y  near  N. (Eames) 


E# Sparrow  Haw li; 
Ruffed  Grouse: 


Ring-necked  Pheasant: May  1,  N2E, 

May  22,  N7E, 
May  23  >  N  13E, 
May  24,  N  2  E, 
June  1,  N  19E, 
Florida  Gallinule :May  31,  2N,  8 

June  23,  N 


Amer.  Coot 
Killdeer: 


Piping  Plover: 


June  14,  N,  6Y,  E.Conoord  Bog  (Alexander) 

June  23,  2  Y  recently  out  of  N,  Kenmore  (Kelly) 
June  6,  Y  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Eames) 

June  13,  8  Y  "  "  "  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

June  14,  2  Broods,  Zoar  Valley  (several  members) 

Lincoln  Park  (Mitchell) 

Goat  Island  (Beardslee) 

East  Aurora  (Wild) 

Bear  Swamp  (Kelly) 

Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (  H.  &  R. 

&  5  E, Oak  " 

IE,  Pipped,"  " 

Y  out  of  N  "  " 

1  Y  just  hatched. Oak 


tt 


Eckler ) 
Eckler ) 


July 

May 


30, 


April  10,  N  2E,  April  14,  4E, 


(H.  &  R. 

"  (Eames) 

"  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

Orchard  Swamp  (Eames) 
hatched  May  9, 

.  Wales  (  Juliet  Pratt ) 


May  30,  N, 4E, Sherkston;  June  10  N  deserted 
May  31,  N, 4E, Sherkston, Ont .( 5  members);  IE 


(Mitchell) 
&  Y  out  of 


nest,  June 
June  3, ' N,4E, Crescent  Beach 
April  14,N,2E,  Batavia 


24  (■’Sherman) 
(Brockner,  Schwenger) 
(Pixley ) 


30,  N,4E, 


Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Eames,  Eckler) 
30,  N,&  E,  3  mi.w.  of  Pt .Maitland, Ont •  (Kelly) 
25,  N,4E, ;  May  30,  1  E .missing y June  8,  .Nest 
empty,  June  14  Y  seen,  S.  Wales' 

(M.H. James ) 

30,  N,4E,  Erie  Beach  (Ilolderbaum,  Seeber) 

7,  N,4E,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

8,  3  Y  just  hatched,  Buffalo  quarry  (Brockner) 


Woodcock: 

Wilson1 s  Snipe:  May 
Upland  Plover:  May 
jotted  Sandpiper :May 


May 
June 
June 

Mourning  Dove:  April  27, N,  3  Half  Grown  Y,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

May  3,  N,on  old  Robin1 s  N, built  in  door  frame  of 
barn.  Grand  Island  (Eames) 

May  30,  2N,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H*  &  R. Eckler) 

June  3,  N,  2E,  South  Wales  (James,  Schwenger) 

June  14,  N,2E,  June  21,  IE  only.  So •Wales ( Nancy  Pratt) 
June  14,  N,2E,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

June  28,  N,1E,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

June  29,  2N,  IE  &  2E,  Cedar  Bay  (Mitchell) 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo :June7, ' N,  3E,  Leroy  (Hazelton)' 

June  29,  N,  IE  3Y  Cedar  Bay  (Nancy  Beecher,  Mitchell) 

Black-billed  Cuckoo: June  20,  Adults  carrying  food, Oak  Orchard  Swamp 

(  H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

Screech  Owl:  June  28,  4Y,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 


2 


I 


V 


•• 


Great  Horned  Owl 


Barred  Owl; 


Long-eared  Owl 


;Peb.  16,  PT, 
April  28, N, 


5” 


2Y, 


Night  Hawk: 

Belted  Kingfisher: May  31,  N j. 
Northern  Flicker :May  13,  N# 

June  6,  N, 

June  7,  N  &  Y,  ' 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker :  May  31, 


>Y,  Lyndonville  (George  Smith) 

'S .Wales,  brought  home ‘ 8c  raised  to 
maturity  (Roger  Pratt ,M.H. James ) 
June  14,  nearly  full  grown,  but  still  downy  Y, 

Gowanda  (T.M.Lelly) 

May  6,  N  2E,  3Y;  Mayl5,  5  Y,  (Albion  (Eames) 

May  22,8c  24,  N  &  Y,  Lincoln  Park  ( Beards  Ice,  Kelly) 
May  28,  'Y  just  out  of  ‘N,  ,T 

July  17,  2 ‘week  old  Y,  Buffalo, (Boutelier, Mitchell) 


Hairy  Woodpecker;  May '31,  N, 
Red-headed  Woodpecker,  June  21, 


Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.  8c  R0  Eckler) 
S.  Wales  (Roger  Pratt) 

Emery  Park  (M.  PI*  James) 

Leroy  (Hazelton)  Y  left  June  27. 

N  &  E;  June  6  about  2  day  old  Y, 
Pike,  N.Y.  (Creighton) 

Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (PI*  8c  R. 


E.  Kingbird; 


N. 


E.  Phoebe 


30, 

6/ 

June 


Play 
June 

Crested  Flycatcher; 

June 
May  24,  N, 
May  26,  N, 
June  1,  N, 
June  13, 5Y 


2N, 

PIT 

.u‘; 


4E, 


Adult  carrying 

Swamp  (  PI  • 

Oak  Orchard 
sr  ti 


food  to  Y,  Oak 


R. 

Sw 


amp 

I! 


Eckler ) 

(PI.  8c 


R. 


Eckler ) 
Orchard 

Eckler ) 
u 


4,  N, 

14, N  8c 


6E, 

left 


H 


( Beards le o ) 

(T.  M.  Kelly)' 

Orchard  Swamp  (Hazelton, Pixley ) 
5r  (H.  &  R.  Eckler ) 

tf  ft  u 


Barcelona 
Y,  Gowanda 
Oak 

it  ft 


If 


June  27, 

Alder  Flycatcher ; June  12, 

June  25, 


T'T 
a  i 


2 


Wood  Pewee 


Prairie  Horned 


Tree  Swallow: 


N,  4E 


July  1, 

June  30, 

June  14,  building 
June  17,  M 
Lark ;  May ' 9 ,  N,  2Y 
June  30,  N,  3E 
8  N  found  May 


N,  from  vhLch  cowbirds  r  E  had  been 

removed,  Emery  Parle  ( James, Schwenger ) 
1Y  ready  to  leave,  Pt.  Abino  (Mitchell) 

IT,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H*  cc  R0  Eckler) 

N  4  E  ’  n  M  H  n  M 

same  N,  4Y"  ”  n  "  n 


Lyndonville  (W.  A.  Smith) 

Gowanda  (several  members) 

Goat  Island ( Beardslee ) 

Lincoln  Park  (Brockner) 

Sheridan  Pk.Tonawanda  (Beardslee) 

10  up  to  June  13,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp, 
(Eames,  H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

N  still  with  Y'July  4  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.8cR .Eckler ) 
May  16,  Many  N,  Brockton  (7  members) 

June  19,  N,  PtoColborne, Onto (Brown. Brockner) 

May  31,  2N,  Oak  Orcliard  Swamp  (Hv  &  R.  Eckler) 

June  27,  30N,  Y  starting  to  Leave,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 
Cliff  Swallow;  May  29,  2N,  1  with  Y|  June  14,  Y  ready  to  leave, 

S. Wales  (Roger  Prat,t;  M-Ji  ..James, Schwenger  ) 
April  11,N,2E  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H0  8c  R^  Eckler 
April  13, PI,  5E  S.  Wales  (Priscilla  Pratt) 

This  N‘ broken  up  April  23, probably  by  squirrels. 
May  24,  N,4Y  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Ho  8c  R»  Eckler) 
May  28,  N,4Y  '  "  "  "  n  ” 

Nuthatch:  June  20,  feeding  Y,  Youngstown  (ToM .Kelly) 


Bpnk 

Barn 


Swallow : 


Swallow: 


Eastern  Crow: 


;  Ini  t  e  -br  ea  s  t  ed 
Wren : 


E .House 


June 

June 

July 


2  & 
29, 


13,  N 


4N 

N. 


8c 

41 


9 


Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H«  8c  R.  Eckler) 
Cedar  Bay  (Mitchell) 


Rose  Hill 


(Mitchell ) 


3 


f  • 


4 


♦.  \ 


K 


i 


Prairie  Marsh  Wren:  June  13,  N, 

June  14,  3  out 


Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.  8c  R*  Eckler ) 
of  12  N  examined  had  eggs. 

Oak  Orchard  Swamp  ('  .Haze  It  on) 

June  23,  2  out  of  13  N  examined  had  Eggs, 

Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Eames) 

June  18,  building  N,  G#I.Ferry  Ldg.  (Beards lee ) 


Catbird: 


June '24, 


N,  5E, Oak’ Orchard  Swamp  (H.8c  R.Eckler) 


Brown  Thrasher 


E.  Robin: 


Wood  Thrush: 


Veery : 


Bluebird: 


Starling: 
Red-eyed  Vireo: 


June  14,  N,  Y  leaving,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

May  26, N«,  June  2  N,  2E,  June  5,  N,4E,  '  June  11,  N  3E, 

Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  (Hi  8c  R*  Eckler) 
May  24,  N,  4E,  3Y  still  in  N  June  14  S .Wales  (James, 

Schwenger ) 

April  24  to  June  29  cover  dates  on  17  nests*  Eggs  or 
young  from  several  of  these  were  reported 
taken  by  Crows*  One  nest,  found  by  E .Hopkins 
at  S .Wales  on  May  7,  with  3  E,  was  on  ground 
at  shoulder  of  the  Olean  Road.  Y  hatched 
May  20,  left  Host  June  3*S.Wales(-Erten  Hopkins) 
May  31,  IN  3E,  1N,3E;  1  Cowbird* s  E,  June  14,  1Y 

out  of  N.  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

June  28,  N,2E,  2Y  just  hatched,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

June  13,  N,4Y  a  few  days  old, Oak  Orchard  S. (Eames, 

Eckler ) 

April  20,  building  N,  May5f5,E. Hatched  May  17, 

left  N  June '5,  S.  Wales  (Eleanor  Pratt) 

May  11,  2  E,  May  13,  5E  hatched  May  31,  S.  Wales 

(Roger  Pratt) 

Other  Nests  up  to  June  14,  with  1  Y  still 
in  N*  at  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  on  July  6 

(  H.  8c  R.  Eckler) 

Many  nests  reported  between  March  28  and  June  9. 


June  14,  N,  IE;  2  Cowbirds  E,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 


Warbling  Vireo: 

Prothonotary  Warbler:  May  17, 

May  26,  3N, 


June  28,  N,  1  Cowbird* s  E. 
June  21,  Y  just  out  of  N,  S. 


Wales  (  M.  H.  James) 


N, 


June 

June 


v. 


Yellow  Warbler: 


N, 

8,  N, 

May  26,  N, 


IE,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Eames) 

"  "  "  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

M  It  It  II  II 
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June 

June 

June 

Cerulean  Warbler: June 
Ovenbird:  May 

Hooded  Warbler :  June 


7, 

2. 


7E, 

4Y  8c  N,3E,  1Y, 

5E  in  grape  vine  back  of  B.O.S *cottage. 
Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.  8c  R,  Eckler) 


16, 


24 


Canada  Warbler : 
Amer.  Redstart: 


June 

June 


22 


June 

June 


7, 


13 


N, 

4E, 

1 

N, 

3E, 

N,  ' 

4Y, 

3N, 

N,  ’ 

5E, 

S. 

IN, 

4E, 

IN, 

4Y, 

N, 

2Y, 

IE 

Y  s 

een. 

IN, 

4E, 

1 

IN, 

3E, 

1 

3E, 

1 

Cowbird’s  •  E,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 


Silver  Bay,  Ont*  (M*  H.  James) 


ti 


ii 


Wales 


Barre,  N*  Y.  (E.  H.  Hart) 

(Eleanor  Pratt) 
y  (Seeber) 

(T.M. Kelly) 

,  1Y  Cowbird;  Chdstnut  Ridge  Park 
(Brockner,  Somerside) 

S*  Wales (Roger  Pratt,  M.H.James) 


it 


it 


Cowbird *s  E, 


Cowbird* s  E, 


1Y  Cowbird, Leroy 
(Hazelton) 
Leroy  (Hazelton) 


Bobolink: 

E,  Meadowlark: 


June 

May 


Cowbird* s  E  (N  found  June  6) 

Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Eames) 

1,  N,5E  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H*  8c  R.  Eckler) 
29,  N,  2E  S.  Wales  (Roger  Pratt)  N .later 
stepped  on  and  destroyed  by  cows. 
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E.  Red-wing: 


Many  R  with  5  or  4  E  between  May  26  and  June  16. 

Many  Y  just  ot  of  R  June  14  to  18. 

Baltimore  Oriole:  Between  May  24  &  June  13  -  13  Rests  reported  with  eggs. 
Bronzed  Grackle:  May  12,  N  &  Y,  Goat  Island  (Mitchell) 

May  26,  B‘ &  Y  in  3  Ft .  stump  In  full  open,  surrounded 

by  water-Oak  Orchard  Sw.  (Eames) 

June  20,  R&Y  on  drain  pipe  on  Brick  Building,  Kenmore 

Ave.  Buffalo,  (Beardslee) 

Several  other  nests  reported  between  the  above  dates. 
Cowbird:  Rests  parasitized  reported  under  other  species. 

Scarlet  Tanager:  June  14, R,  2  E,  1  Cowbird1 s  E,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

Red-eyed  Towhee:  June  6,R, ‘4  E,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

E.  Vesper  Sparrow:  June  23,  R,  5E  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

Slate  colored  Junco:  June  8,  3Y  just  out  of  R,  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

(Adolf,  Brockner) 

E.  Chipping  Sparrow:  June  1,  R,  4E  Oak  Orchard  Swamp ' (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

7,  R,  4E  Emery  Park  (Brown,  Brockner) 

"'21,  Y  just  out  of  R,  So.  Wales  (M.  II.  James) 
Swamp  Sparrow:  May  26,  R  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

May  31,  R,  4E  "  "  "  "  " 

E .Song  Sparrow:  May  4,  R,  IE,  1  Cowbird* s  E  (removed)  May  13, 

3E,  hatched  May  28, S. Wales  (Raney  Pratt) 

May  17,  R,  5E,  Kenmore  (Beardslee)  Y  hatched  May  30, 

left  R  June  10 

Many  other  records  of  nests  w ith  eggs  up  to  June  14 
with  young  up  to  the  following  record: 

July  3,  R,  5Y  Buffalo  (II.  Eckler) 

ROTES 

The  July  copy  of  "THE  AUK"  brought  the  sad  news  of  tire  death  of  one 
of  our  Honorary  members.  Dr.  William  Harry  Bergtold  at  Denver ^  Col.  on 
March  19,  aged  seventy  years.  He  was  born  In  Buffalo.^  Nj  Y«  on 
October  28,  1865,  and  before  moving  to  Denver  was  active  in  ornithologi¬ 
cal  study  of  the  birds  of  this  region,  publishing  in  1889  a  check  list 
of  Birds  of  Buffalo  and  vicinity.  In  those  days  his  associates  in  bird 
study  were  Prof.  Charles  Linden,  Otto  Besser,  George  E.  Harris,  E.  M. 
Chamot,  E.  M.  Hus tod,  Eben  Dorr,  A,  H.  Alberger,  Miss  T.  M.  Schlegel, 

E,  P.  Van  Duzee,  and  our ' own ' James  Savage. 

After  moving  to  Denver,  Dr,  Bergtold  continued  his  bird  studies  and 
published  many  important  articles  and  books,  including  "The  Incubation 
Periods  of  Birds",  "Birds  of  Colorado",  and  "Birds  of  Denver". 

While  in  Denver  in  1933  and  1934,  the  writer  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  Dr.  Bergtold  and  taking  part  In  a  few  field  trips  with  him. 

His  intimate  knowledgeof  birds,  his  activity  and  keenness  of  obergerv- 
tion  impressed  me  greatly.  His  aid  In  furnishing  data  for  our  proposed 
new  check  list  of  local  birds  was  greatly  appreciated.  Many  specimens 
of  birds  which  he  collected  in  western  Row  York  are  now  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  University  of  Colorado,  at  Boulder,  Colorado. 

We  all  sincerely  regret  the  passing  of  Dr.  Bergtold  and  feel  it  a 
privilege  to  carry  on  the  study  of  our  local  bird  life  in  which  he 
played  so  large  a  part. 

II.  D.  Mitchell. 

Among  the  notes  furnished  by  Mr.  W.L.G.Edson  of  the  Burroughs- 
Audubon  Rature  Club  of  Rochester;  mention  is  made  of  a  nest  of  the 
northern  Water  Thrush  in  Mcndon  (the  first  record  for  Monroe  Co.),  and 
Whip-poor-wills  (formerly  a  fairly  common  breeding  bird)  which  arc 
still  nesting  in  some  of  the  hilly  woods  on  the  eastern  border  cf 
Monroe  Co. 
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NOTISS 


In  a  recent  letter  from  George  North,  he  cites  records  showing  how 
late  shore  birds  linger  in  the  spring*  Among  these  are  4  White-rumped 
Sandpipers,  June  23  and  one  Red-backed  Sandpiper  the  same  day.  Other 
late  dates  are  Greater  Yellowleg  s,  June  12  and  Semi-palmated  Sand¬ 
piper  June  22*  He  also  reports  a  Clay-colored  Sparrow  for  May  10th 
seen  about  8  miles  NiW*  of  Hamilton  at  Lake  Medad*  On  May  17th,  one 
Connecticut  Warbler  was  observed  at  Turkey  Pt*  At  the  same  place  on 
May  23  he  observed  one  Curlew,  The  second  nesting  record  of  the 
Louisiana  Water  Thrush  for  Ontario  was  obtained  on  May  30th  at  London, 

On  June  12th,  Mr*  North  reports  he  observed  a  Franklin’s  Gull  at 
Hamilton. 

The  week  end  of  June  27th,  28th,  29th,  found  Winston  Brockner,  Mary 
Brown,  Dorothea  Duttweller,  Gerald  Knechtel,  George  North,  Bertha 
Schwenger  and  Marie  Wendling  working  along  the  Canadian ' Shore •  On  the 
27th  they  went  as  far  as  St.  Williams’  Forestry  Station,  finding  the 
Carolina  Wren.  The  nest  day  they  ntinued  as  far  as  Rondeau  oberving 
The  Prairie  Warbler,  and  Short-bill  d  Marsh  Wren.  On  the  final  day,  a 
Least  Bittern  was  found  at  Rondeau  Park  as  well  as  2  eagles*  nests. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  George  North  reported  a  European  Ruff  at  Hamil¬ 
ton.  He  went  back  the  next  day  and  observed  it  once  more.  On  July  4th 
Ma.rjBrown  and  Winston  Brockner  went  up  to  see  the  bird,  but  it  was  gone* 
The  following  day  they  came  down  to  Wainfleet  Marsh  and  observed  over 
6  pairs  of  Lincoln  Sparrows  where  Ur*  North  found  them  last  year.  With¬ 
out  a  doubt  these  birds  are  nesting  here  within  our  territory. 

W.  B. 

Mr*  H.  H*  Larkin  reports  a  colony  of  Cliff  Swallows  on  the  farm  of 
Mr*  Emil  Gudekunst  near  Colden,  N.  .  • 

In  a  letter  to  Mr*  Mitchell,  Dr.  ■  .ordon  Meade  tells  of  the  terrain 
around  the  hospital  grounds  at  Mt.  Morris.  In  a  small  area  of  150 
acres  are  found  ponds,  woods,  grassy  meadows  and  marshland.  A  list  of 
52  breeding  species  from  this  area  speaks  well  for  the  territory  and 
the  observer.  Of  interest  also  are  the  records  of  a  colony  of  short¬ 
eared  Owls  near  the  village  of  Piffard,  Upland  Plover  apparently  nest¬ 
ing  near  Avon,  and  a  Caspian  Torn  on  a  sand  bar  in  the  Genesee  River 
near  Belmont  on  May  20. 

On  June  28,  on  his  estate  east  of  Protection,  N.  Yc  Mr,  Maxwell 
Wheeler  observed  a  bird  which  he  believes  to  be  a  Canada  Jay.  He  noted 
the  general  gray  coloration  of  the  bird  which  also  had  a  white  forehead, 
and  the  flight  of  a  Jay.  Mr.  Wheeler  has  seen  Canada  Jays  .a  number  ' 
of  times  in  Quebec* 

Mr.  W*  A.  Smith  writes  from  Lyndonvillc,  telling  of  2  Alder  Flycatch** 
ers’  nests  and  mentions  that  many  other  nests  were  observed  this  season* 
data  on  which  we  hope  will  be  available  for  the  August  number*  Mr, Smith 
has  an  interesting  trip  to  Florida  this  spring,  where  he  saw  a  variety 
of  nests  including  Florida  Crane,  Limpkin  and  Everglade  Kite,  He  got 
some  good  pictures  of  Caracaras.  He  spent  a  week  with  the  curator  of 
birds  at  the  University  of  Florida  and  found  Water  Turkeys  breeding  on 
the  University  grounds*  Just  after  he  left,  20  pairs  of  the  rare 
Glossy  Ibis  came  there  and  nested. 


MEETING  OF  JUNE  24 

On  June  24th,  we  garthered  at  Sherkston  for  our  last  meeting  of  the 
summer*  Had  Mr.  Wander  been  there  our  picnic  would  have  been  ideally 
complete  *  A  swim  by  some,  an  impromtu  ball  game  and  castles  in  the 
sand  proceeded  a  lake  shore  supper.  The  very  short  meeting  was  led  by 
Mr.  Bcardslee. 
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An  observation  of  the  piping  plover* s  nest  shewed  one  egg  left  in  the 
nest  and  a  downy  little  chick  s curry:* ng  about  in  the  grass  and  among 
the  stones  on  the  beach*  Most  miraculous  is  the  fruition  of  this 
family,  for  the  nest  lay  along  side  a  path  to  the  beach*  Footsteps 
were  all  around  it  and  ono  foot  print  actually  touched  the  edge  of  the 
nest  • 

E,C.  U. 

"coming  events 

MEETINGS:  - 


No  meetings  scheduled  until  Sept.  9.  A  letter  from  tho 

Museum  states  that  due  to  the  closing  of  tho 
building  every  evening  next  fall,  it  will  not  be 
possible  for  our  Society  to  meet  there*  The  Pres¬ 
ident  would  like  to  receive  suggestions  on  a  meet¬ 
ing  place* 

FIELD  TRIPS: 

July  26:  Shore  bird  trip  to  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie, 
Leader:  Raymond  Wattles,  Jr*  Moot  at  Ft*  Erie 
Ferry  at  7:00  A.M.  Daylight  Saving  time* 

Bring  lunch* 

August  9:  Shore  bird  trip,  Canadian  Lake  Shore  to  Dunnville. 

Loader:  Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield,  Tel*  Pa-4706.  Meet 
at  Bust!  Avc.  entrance  Peace  Bridge  at  7:00  A.M. 
Daylight  Saving  Time.  Bring  Lunch* 

August  23:  Hamilton,  Ont *  and  Dunda3  Marsh.  Leader: 

H.  D*  Mitchell,  Tel.  Un-8532.  Meet  at  Corner 
Hertol  and  Delaware  Ave.  7:00  A.M. Daylight  Saving 
Time.  Bring  Lunch. 


EDITOR »S  NOTE 

Please  send  in  notes  on  observations  and  additional  nesting  records 
by  August  10. 

Do  not  forget  that  we  still  need  a  few  more  subscribers  in  order  to 
balance  our  budget. 

Please  notify  the  editor  if  you  wish  to  receive  the  l!PR0TH0N0TARYn 
during  the  summer  at  other  than  your  home  address. 

Business  Manager,  Mrs.  Geo.  C.  ICratzor,  140  Wardman  Read,  Kenmore,  N.Y. 
Editory:  -  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Ave.  Kenmore,  N.Y. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Honorary  President  -  James  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic ' Club, 
President  -  Clark  S.  Beardslee,  132  McKinley  Ave., 

V,  President  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Avee, 
Secretary  -  Miss  Alice  E.  Sherman,  1144  Kenmore  Ave., 

Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield,  44  Wingate  Ave., 

Statisticians-  Clark  S.  Beardslee  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell. 


Buffalo,  N.Y. 
Kenmore,  N.Y. 
Buffalo,  N.Y. 
Buffalo,  N.Y. 
Buffalo,  N.Y. 
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THE  MONTH 


July  was  a  warm,  dry  month.  During  the  first  three  weeks  no  rain 
fell,  and  for  fourteen  consecutive  days  during  that  period  the  tempera¬ 
ture  was  above  normal,  reaching  a  climax  on  July  12,  when  a  maximum  of 
96°  was  reached,  setting  a  record  as  the  hottest  July  day  in  66  years. 
Mean  temperature  was  71*2,  or  1,4  above  normal.  Precipitation  was  1.08 
inches,  or  1.95  inches  below  normal.  Except  for  shorebirds,  July  is  a 
rather  inactive  month,  and  nothing  definitely  abnormal  was  noted  either 
in  the  migration  of  the  shorebirds,  the  nesting  of  summer  residents,  or 
the  roving  and  flocking  of  such  species  as  had  completed  their  nidifica- 

tion.  _ 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

JULY 

13  -  Blackburnian,  Hooded  &  Canada  Warblers,  Toad  Hollow  (Seeber) 

16  -  Louisiana  Water  Thrush  &  Young  -  Toad  Hollow  (Seeber) 

19  -  Winter  Wren  -  "  ”  ” 

22- 1  King  Rail  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

23- 1  American  Egret  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (J.  Madison) 

24- 1  Pintail,  Burnt ship  Creek,  Grand  Island  (Mitchell) 

26  -  Shore  bird  trip  to  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Raymond  Wattles,  Jr 
leader,  5  members  in  all.  Species  observed  included:  3  Black 
Tern,  1  Mallard,  2  Black  Duck,  1  Black-crowned  Night  Heron, 
several  Virginia  Rail,  3  E.  Dowitcher,  30  Pectoral  Sandpiper, 

50  Least  and  60  Semi-palmatod  Sandpipers,  2  Greater  and  20 
Lesser  Yollowlogs,  50  spotted  Sandpipers  with  several  downy 
young,  25  Killdeer  with  1  very  young  bird,  6  Semi-palmated 
Plover  and  2  Ruddy  Turnstone. 

28-1  Whip-poor-will  -  A  ngola  (Seeber) 

28-3  Stilt  Sandpiper,  1  an  adult  in  full  spring  plumage,  1  Hudsonian 
Curlew  -  Niagara  Palls  (Mitchell) 

AUGUST 

2,  also  4,  5  &  6  -  King  Rail  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.&R.  Eckler) 

5-1  American  Egrot  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (J.  Madison) 

5- 1  Double-crested  Cormorant,  2  American  Merganser,  2  Lesser  Scaup, 

2  Golden  Eye,  1  Black-bellied  Plover,  Niagara  Palls  (Mitchell) 

6- 2  American  Egret  -  Wainflcot,  Ont,  (Mrs ,T.L. Bourne, Jamos  Savage) 

(On  Canal  Feeder  west  of  Highway  #3) 
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AUGUST  '  ‘ 

9  -  Trip  along  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Eric,  Mrs.  Mansfield,  leader, 
ten  members  in  all.  Species  observed  included:  1  Laughing  Gull 
(Imm.)  at  Port  Erie  near  Peace  Bridge,  2  Red-breasted  Mer- 
*  ganser  (Pt.  Abino),  2  American  Egret  (Wainfleet),  1  Stilt 

Sandpiper  (Crystal  Beach),  75  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  7  Upland 
Plover,  20  Black-bellied  Plover,  1  Ruddy  Turnstone,  1  Black¬ 
billed  Cuckoo,  2  Black  and  White  Warbler  and  1  Chestnut-sided 
Warbler  (Pt.  Abino)  Mrs.  Mansfield  found  a  Mourning  Dove’s 
nest  with  2  eggs  at  Rock  House  Point. 

10- 1  Western  Sandpiper,  Niagara  Palls  (Mitchell) 

11- 1  Hudsonian  Curlew,  Niagara  Falls  (Bcardslee) 

11- 2  Wood  Duck  &  5  Young,  FindlcyLake  (Mitchell) 

1  Bald  Eagle,  Barcelona  " 

12- 1  Pigeon  Hawk  -  So.  Wales  -  (M.  H.  James) 

14  -  52  Nighthawks  in  migration,  Buffalo  (Seeber) 

17  -  Chestnut-sided  Warbler,  2  Ovenbird,  8  Redstart,  2  Olive-backed 
Thrush,  Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

18-1  Black  &  White  Warbler,  1  Chestnut-sided  ’Warbler,  6  Redstart, 

Goat  Island  (Bcardslee) 

20-1  American  Egret  -  Burntship  Creek  (Eamcs,  Mitchell) 

22  -  40  Nighthawk,  in  migration,  Buffalo  (Bcardslee) 

23  -  Trip  to  Hamilton,  Ont.  Leader  H.  D.  Mitchell,  16  members  and 
guests  took  part.  List  in  our  territory  included  5  Pied- 
billed  Grebe,  1  American  Egret,  9  species  of  shore  birds,  and 
at  Hamilton,  Green-winged  Teal,  8  Baldpatc,  2  Dowitchcr, 

4  Stilt  Sandpiper,  5  Baird’s  Sandpiper,  30  Sanderllng,  1  Ruddy 
Turnstone,  1  Sharp-shinned  and  1  Pigeon  Hawk*  We  arc  very 
grateful  to  Mr.  George  North  for  showing  our  party  the  best 
locations  to  visit  near  Hamilton. 


THE  MIGRATORY  BIRD  TREATY  WITH  MEXICO 


by  Winston  William  Brockncr 

In  Mexico  City,  on  the  7th  of  February  1936,  the  Migratory  Bird  Treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  was  signed.  On  the  same  date  the 
Wildlife  Conference  at  Washington,  D.C.  was  drawing  to  a  close.  It  was 
announced  here  by  the  envoy  from  Mexico  that  the  Treaty  had  been  signed. 

In  tho  latest  Emergency  Conservation  Committee  publication  the  details 
of  this  Treaty  arc  brought  out.  The  authoress,  Rosalie  Edge,  points  out 
that  between  the  7th  of  February  and  the  30th  of  April,  the  contents  of 
the  treaty  were  shrouded  in  secrecy.  On  this  date  the  Convention  for 
tho  Protection  of  Migratory  Birds  and  Game  Mammals  was  ratified  by  our 
Senate.  It  is  expected  that  the  treaty  will  be  promptly  ratified  also 
by  tho  Mexican  Senate  when  it  meets  in  September. 

The  ratification  was  apparently  voted  without  an  attempt  having  been 
made  to  examine  thouroughly  into  its  effect  upon  the  bird-life  of  the 
United  States#  The  Treaty  was  pushed  through  as  "being  more  restrict¬ 
ive'1  than  the  Canadian  pact.  It  can  scarcely  be  believed  that  the 
Treaty  was  well  understood  when  it  actually  sanctions  the  sale  of  birds 
in  Mexico. 

Tho  Mexican  treaty  does  not  seriously  reduce  the  killing  of  birds. 

No  protection  at  all  is  guaranteed  for  the  Snowy  Egret.  Once  more,  the 
Hawks  are  left  unprotected. 

We  gain  little  from  this  treaty.  Of  course, blackbirds,  horned  Larks, 
cowbirds,  grackles,  mockingbirds,  phainopcplas,  finches,  and  sparrows, 
will,  if  the  treaty  becomes  effective,  be  protected.  However,  there 
arc  other  ways  in  which  our  own  government  can  protect  these  birds. 
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Article  4  provides  that  if  the  Presidents  of  the  United  States  and 
Mexico  come  to  a  mutual  agreement,  other  r on-game  birds  can  be  added 
to  the  protected  list*  As  Mrs*  Edge  states,  ''Conservationists  should 
write  to  the  Presidont  and  urge  that  tho  treaty  with  Mexico  shall 
specify  (protection  for):  tho  migratory  game  birds  which  by  the  treaty 
with  Canada  arc  given  a  continuous  closed  season;  non-game  birds  which 
arc  included  in  tho  Canadian  treaty  and  not  included  in  the  Mexican 
treaty;  quails;  the  birds  of  prey  and  the  fish-eating  birds  4  An 
earnest  request  should  be  added  that  certain  birds  unsuitable  as  game 
birds,  namely  the  rails^  coots,  gallinules,  doves,  cranes,  and  the 
unprotected  shore  birds ^  be  transferred  to  the  list  of  non-game  birds. 

NOTES 

Mr.  H.  H.  Larkin  reports  that  the  Purple  Martins  arrived  at  the 
Martin  houses  on  his  estate  at  Derby,  N.Y.  on  April  27  and  left  on 
August  10, 

Mr.  French  reports  a  brood  of  Bob  White  seen  in  early  June  just 
south  of  Bedell  Road  near  the  West  River  on  Grand  Island.  This  is  very 
close  to  one  of  the  locations  where  we  liberated  Bob-White  in  the 
summer  of  1931.  At  that  time  twenty  young  birds  were  placed  in  each 
of  five  locations  on  Grand  Island. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Somerside  reports  an  Interesting  trip  to  Wingfoot  Lake, 
Portage  County,  Ohio,  on  August  9.  Between  8:30  and  10:00  A.M.  he 
observed,  among  many  other  species,  seven  of  the  heron-bittern-egret 
group,  including  American  Egret  and  Little  Blue  Heron. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Alfred  D.  Wander  for  calling  our  attention 
to  an  article  on  "The  Food  of  the  American  Crow  in  Central  New  York 
State",  by  Paul  E.  Ilerirgof  Medina.  This  article  is  of  interest  to 
all  bird  students  of  this  region.  The  most  conspicuous  point  brought 
out  was  tho  large  amount  of  buckwheat  present  in  the  stomachs,  the 
crow  apparently  preferring  It,  when  available,  to  corn. 

Observations  of  tho  Burroughs -Audubon  Nature  Club  of  Rochester 
continue  to  be  faithfully  reported  to  us  by  Wm.  L.  G.  Edson.  Most 
noteworthy  records: 

Week  ending  Julyl7‘-  Wood  Duck,  both  Cuckoos,  Pileated  Woodpecker, 
Mourning  Warbler,  four  species  of  shore  birds. 

Week  ending  July  24.  Woodcock,  Screech  Owl,  Alder  Flycatcher, 

Blue  Jay,  Brown  Thrasher,  Hooded  Warbler,  Canada  Warbler,  Towhee, 
six  species  of  shore  birds. 

Week  ending  July  30.  Wood  Duck,  Cooper *s  Hawk,  Crested  Flycatcher, 
Least  Flycatcher,  Golden-winged  Warbler,  Hooded  ’Warbler,  Towhee, 
eight  species  of  shore  birds  including  Somi-palmated  Plover  and 
sanderling. 

Week  ending  August  7.  American  Egret  (Irondequoit  Bay,  Aug.  1), 

Wood  Duck,  Great  Horned  Owl,  Crested  Flycatcher,  nine  species  of 
shore  birds.  _ 

SPECIAL  ~  NOTICE ■ 

We  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Clement,  Executive  Secretary  of 
the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  regretfully  informing  us  that 
due  to  decreased  revenues  it  will  be  impossible  to  open  tho  Museum 
during  tho  evenings  next  winter,  and  that  therefore  we  would  have  to 
make  other  arrangements  for  our  meeting  place.  It  Is  my  earnest  hope 
that  every  member  will  give  this  problem  his  closest  consideration  and 
come  to  tho  September  9th  meeting  at  Mr.  Mitchell* s  home  prepared  to 
offer  one  or  more  suggestions  which  will  help  us  In  its  solution. 

C.  S.  Bcardslco. 
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FUTURE  EVENTS 


MEETINGS:.  •  -  ■ 

Sept.  9  -  First  fall  mooting  -  H.  D.  Mitchcll»s ‘residence, 

378  Crescent  Ave*, 

Buffalo>  N*  Y.  -  at  8:00  P.M. 
"Me  morios  of  Prof.  E.  H,  Eaton  by  one  of  his 
former  students''  by  Oliver  Swift. 

Executive  Committee  meeting  directly  after  the 
regular  meeting;  Executive  Committee  includes: 

Mr,  H.  E.  Ecklcr,  chairman,  Mr.  E.  C.  Ulrich  and 
all  officers. 


Sept.25  -  Annual  Meeting  -  See  September ’ PROTHONOTARY  for 

meeting  place, 

FIELD  TRIPS: 

Aug.  30  -  Monthly  Census. 

Sept. 13  -  Fall  Warblers,  Buffalo  to  Niagara  Falls, 

Leader:  Mrs.  H.  E.  Eckler,  Tel*  Pa.  8582.  Meet  at 
Windsor  Road  entrance  to  Delaware  Park,  7:00  A.M. 
Daylight  Saving  Time.  Those  wishing  to  spend 
entire  day  in  field  bring  lunch. 


Sept .27  -  Monthly  Census. 

Commencing  Sept.  5,  and  each  Saturday  thereafter  in 
September  and 'October,  meet  at  6:30  A.M,  in 
Delaware  Park,  Windsor  Road  entrance  for  early 
morning  trips. 


EDITOR *S  NOTE 


We  would  like  some  more  articles  from  our  subscribers  for  appearance 
in  future  issues  of  the  PROTHONOTARY. 

Additional  subscriptions  would  be  appreciated. 

Subscrition  price  -  50^  per  year. 

Back  copies  are  now  available  for  all  issues. 


Business  Manager,  Mrs.  Geo.C,  Kratzer,  140  Wardman  Road,  Kenmore,  N.Y. 
Editor:  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Ave.  Buffalo,  N.Y. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 

Honorary  President  -  James  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club, Buffalo,  N.Y, 
President  -  Clark  S.  Beardslee,  132  McKinley  Ave.,  Kenmore,  N.Y, 
V.  President  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Ave.  Buffalo,  N.Y, 
Secretary  ~  Miss  Alice  E.  Sherman,  1144  Kenmore  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 
Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield,  44  Wingate  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 
Statisticians-  Clark  S.  Beardslee  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell. 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society, 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

August  was  warmer  than  usual,  averaging  1.1  degrees  above  normal, 
and  the  only  cold  weather  was  during  the  last  week  of  the  month.  Until 
the  19th,  there  was  practically  no  rain,  and  the  precipitation  for  the 
fifth  consecutive  month  was  below  normal. 

Few  migrating  Warblers  were  seen  until  after  the  25th,  while  most  of 
the  swallows  left  during  the  colder  weather  of  last  week. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


July 

25- 1  Ruddy  Turnstone,  Long  Beach,  (T.&M.  Kelly) 

26- 1  Dowitcher,  Northern  Water  Thrush,  Long  Beach  (T.&  M. Kelly) 

27- 1  Male  Cowbird,  observed  feeding  2  young  (T.  &  M*.  Kelly)  * 

August 

4-1  Adult  &  1  Young  Bald  Eagle,  Pt .  Maitland  (T.  &  M.  Kelly) 

6-1  Adult  &  2  Young  Orchard  Oriole,  Long  Beach  (T.&M.  Kelly) 

9-1  Horned  Grebe  -  Lake  Erie  Shore  near  Lowbanks  (Mrs,  Mansfield) 

19  -  80  or  more  'Black  Terns  seen  on  Niagara  River  near  Peace  Bridge 

from  this  date  until  September  15 c 
24  -  Crested  and  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher,  Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

26-2  Green-winged  Teal,  3  Baird* s  Sandpiper,  Niagara  Falls (Mitchell ) 

29  -  Adult  Bold  Eagle  -  Lyndonville  (  George  and  W*AC Smith) 

1  Bay-breasted  Warbler,  1  Connecticut  Warbler^  Forest  Lawn(Mitchell 
31-1  Black-thr.  Groen  and  1  Canada  Warbler,  Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 
September 

1-2  Hooded  Merganser,  also  on  Sept.  9,  Niagara  Falls,  (Mitchell) 

2  -  Adult  Bald  Eagle,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (E.A.  Eames  and  M.H. James) 

1  Northern  Yellow-throat,  Buffalo,  bandied  by  W.  Brockner. 

3-1  Broad-winged  Hawk,  1  N.  Parula,  1  Nashville  Warbler,  Forest 

Lawn  (Mitchell 

5  -  First  early  morning  trip  to  Delaware  Park  and  Forest  Lawn# 

Species  included:  2  Black-crowned  Night  Heron,  1  Woodcock, 

2  Sharp-shinned  and  1  Sparrow  Hawk,  Crested  and  Least 
Flycatchers,  Baltimore  Oriolcj  6  Cedar  Waxwing,  Nashville, 
Magnolia,  Black-throated  Blue,  Connecticut  and  Wilson* s 
Warblers,  Northern  Water  Thrush  and  Redstart. 

6  -  Laughing  Gull,  Fort  Erie  (Mitchell) 
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SEPTEMBER 

12  -  Pintail,  Solitary  Sandpiper,  £•  Kingbird,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp, 

(H.  &  R.  Eckler ) 

13  -  Trip  to  Grand  Island  and  Niagara  Falls,  Mrs*  Ecklor,  leader,  8 

members  present,  62  species  observed,  including  8  Pied- 
billed  Grebe,  Baldpatc,  4  V/ood  Duck,  Lesser  Scaup  Duck, 

E.  Leas%  Bittern,  3  Virginia  Rail,  1  Western  Sandpiper, 
Black-bclliod  and  Semi-palmated  Plover,  3  Sharp-shinned 
Hawk,  1  Wood  Pewee,  1  Least  Flycatcher,  2  Purple  Finch, 

1  Ros-e-broastod  Grosbeak,  1  Blue-headed  Vireo  and  8 
species  of  Warblers* 

-  1  Western  Willet,  Fort  Erie  (Vaughan,  Mitchell) 

15- 6  Baldpatc,  1  Pintail^  10  species  of  Warblers,  including  Black¬ 

burnian  and  Blackpoll,  Niagara  Falls,  5  Night hawk,  and 
5  Purple  Martin,  migrating  together, Buffalo, (Mitchell ) 

16- 1  Pintail,  4  Green  Heron,  1  Western  Sandpiper,  2 ‘ Rough-winged 

Swallow,  2  Rod-eyed  and  1  Warbling  Viroo,  Dunkirk, 

1  Osprey,  Hamburg -on-Lake  (Beardsloc) 

17- 1  Night hawk,  Buffalo,  (Wander) 

17- 1  Baird1 s  Sandpiper,  Niagara  Falls,  1  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher, 

4  Purple  Finch,  10  White-throated  Sparrow,  1  Pine  Warbler, 
3  Brown  Creeper,  2  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet,  2  Gray-cheeked 
Thrush,  Wilson  (Boards lee) 

18- 1  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird,  1  Tennessee  Warbler,  1  Brown  Thrasher 

Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 


NOTES 

Many  of  our  ^embers  have  journeyed-  far  during  the  summer,  and  we  know 
that ' some  of  them  have  made  a  number  of  interesting  observations  of  bird 
life.  How  about  submitting  and  article  recounting  some  of  your 
experiences  ? 

Wo  were  pleased  to  receive  a  letter  from  Raymond  Wattles,  Jr,  from 
the  Killarncy  Lako  region,  Ireland.  He  says  that  the  country  is  the 
''greenest  I  have  ever  socnl”  Ho  took  the  time  to  look  through  a  case 
of  mounted  ’’Birds  of  Kerry” j  and  lists  each  one,  with  remarks  as  to 
their  likenessos  to  certain  of  our  American  Birds*  Among  the  birds 
which  he  believes  are  identical  with  ours  arc:  Glaucous  Gull,  Pintail, 
Shoveller,  Golden-eye,  Merganser,  Common  Tern,  Knot,  Barn  Owl  and 
Herring  Gull*  I  would  like  to  copy  his  whole  list  of  54  birds  but  will 
at  least  give  his  description  of  a  few  species:  Gold  crest,  a  perfect 
Go 1 don- crowned  Kinglet;  Cole  Tit,  a  perfect  Chickadee;  Tufted  Duck,  male, 
like  female  Golden-eye;  Missel  Thrush,  like  a  fat,  largo  V/ood  Thrush; 
Pochard  Duck,  similar  to  Rodhcad;  Great  Crested  Grebe,  like  Horned 
Grebe  male,  rec  crest;  Rcdshark,  like  a  Ycllowlcgs,  with  red  legs; 

Hooded  Crown,  a ' crow  with  a  mouse-colored  body,  black  wings,  tail  and 
hood;  Blackbird,  liko  a  largo  Redwing,  but  all  black,  yellow  bill, 
black  eye.  In  closing,  Raymond  extends  his  regards  to  members  of  our 
socioty. 

Among  recent  additions  to  the  Museum  Litrary  are; 

"Birds  in  the  Wilderness",  by  George  MJksch  Sutton 
"Oceanic  Birds  of  South  America"  by  Robort  Cushman  Murphy. 

Wo  would  welcome  a  review  of  both  of  these  fine  books  by  some  one  of 
our  members  for  publication  in  a  future  issue* 
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BIC KNELL *  S  THRUSH 


On  September  3,  I  noted  a  small  thrush  in  Forest  Lav;n»  It  was  not 
an  Olive-backed  thrush,  as  neither  the  buffy  eye  ring  near  the  huffy 
coloration  on  sides  of  throat  or  checks  were  present,  when  studied 
under  good  light  conditions.  It  was  anallcr  than  tho  Olive-backed  or 
Gray-checked  Thrushes,  appearing  to  be  about  tho  size  of  a  Fox  Sparrow. 
The  back  was  uniformly  olive  in  color,  the  eye  ring  and  checks  gray. 

The  date  is  early  for  a ' Gray-cheeked  Thrush.  I  believe  I  was  looking 
at  a  Bickncll*s  Thrush,  although  it  is  considered  questionable 
whether  this  subspecies  can  be  recorded  on  the  basis  of  sight  observa¬ 
tion  only.  Mr.  Beardslee  feels  the  same  way  about  a  bird  which  he 
observed  in  May  of  this  year,  and  in  fact  he  is  sure  enough  of  his 
identification  to  place  it  on  his  own  personal  list  as  a  Bicknellfs 
Thrush;  but  nevertheless  he  felt  that  as  there  may  be  some  doubt  about 
It,  he  would  not  turn  It  in  as  a  definite  record.  We  know  that 
Bicknellls  occurs  here,  as  a  specimen  was  collected  by  Benny  Hochmuth 
a  few  years  ago.  It  would  seem  to  me  that  If  two  or  more  experienced 
observers  can  agree  on  the  Identification  of  this  thrush,  when  observ¬ 
ing  it  at  the  same  time,  we  can  then  consider  the  acceptance  of  a 
sight  record  on  that  basis. 

H.  D.  Mitchell. 


ROTES 


Mr.  Wm.  L.  G.  Edson  sends  us  reports  of  his  observations  in 
Rochester  and  vicinity.  Among  his  records  are: 

Week  ending  August  14  -  A  morican  Egret,  'also  seen  weekly  tip  to 
/  September  4,  9  species  of  shore  birds.  Short -billed  Marsh  Wren. 

7  Week  ending  August  21  -  Dowitcher,  Screech  Owl, 

Week  ending  August  28  -  Cooper fs  Hawk,  Virginian  and  Sora  Rail, 
Florida  Gallinulo,  Coot,  Ruddy  Turnstone,  Baird1 s  Sandpiper, 
Red-backed  Sandpiper,  Black  Tern,  Northern  and  Louisiana  Water 
Thrushes • 

Week  ending  September  4  -  Turkey  Vulture,  Whitc-rumpod  Sandpiper, 
Short-eared  Owl,  Cliff  Swallow,  11  species  of  Warblers,  Including 
Pine,  Western  Palm,  Wilson,  and  Canada  Warblers. 


MEETING  OF  SEPTEMBER  9 

At  the  first  fall  meeting  held  at  the  home  of  Mr.  Harold  D.  Mitchell, 
Mr.  Olivor  Swift  gave  a  very  interesting  talk  on  "Memories  of  Professor 
E.  H.  Eaton".  Both  Mr.  and  Mr 3 •  Swift  had  been  students  of  his,  and 
we  were  impressed  by  Mr.  Swift  is  comments  on  the  high  regard  in  which 
Prof.  Eaton  was  held  by  tho  members  of  his  classes.  The  wide  knowledge 
which  Prof.  Eaton  possessed  of  many  other  subjects  beside  Ornithology 
was  also  brought  out  by  Mr.  Swift. 

A  committe  was  appointed  to  arrange  for  a  meeting  place  for  the 
Society  for  the  coming  year,  now  that  the  Museum  is  to  be  closed  in  tho 
evening • 

Before  the  meeting  closed,  wo  heard  of  many  interesting  observations 
made  by  members  during  the  summer. 
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FUTURE  EVENTS 


MEETINGS: 


September  23  - 


Annual  Meeting:  Nichols  School  -  corner 
~  ~  Amherst  and  Colvin, 

North  Building, 

Albright  Hall,' 

Cottle  Room 

_ _ _ _  8:00  P,  Mo 

Annual  Reports,  Election  of  Officers, 

October  14  -Nichols  School,  Cottle  Room  -  8:00  P,M, 

Program  to  be  announced  at  the  Annual  Meeting, 


FIELD  TRIPS:  September  27 *  Monthly  Census 

October  4,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  and  Braddockts  Bay 

and  Lake  Ontario  Shore, 

Leave  Main  and  Hertcl  8:00  A,M,,  Leader, 
Mr,  Guelf;  we  expect  to  meet  Mr,  Guolf  in 
Brockport  by  11:00  A,M,  Bring  Lunch, 

For  early  morning  trips  each  Saturday  during 
September  and  October  meet  at  7:00  A,M,  Windsor  Road 
entrance  to  Delaware  Park, 


EDITOR *S  NOTE 


Please  notify  the  editor  of  any  address  changes. 

Send  in  any  additional  nesting  records  for  1936  by  October  10,  as 
we  wish  to  feature  these  in  our  October  issue# 


Prothonotary  Subscription  price:  -  50^  per  year. 

Business  Manager,  Mrs,  Goo,  C,  Kratzer,  140  Wardman  Road,  Kcnmorc,N.Y, 
Editor:  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  -  378  Crescent  Ave,  buff alo,N#Y, 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Honorary  President  -  James  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club, 
President  -  Clark  S.  Bcardslec,  132  McKinley  Avc0 
V.  President-  Alfred  D>>  Wander 0  175  Saranac  Avc„, 

Secretary  -  Miss  Alreo  E,  Sherman, 1144  Kenmoro  Ave,, 

Treasurer  -  Mrs,  Lloyd  Mansfield,  44  Wingage  Avc», 

Statisticians-Clark  S.  Bcardslee  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell, 


Buffalo,  N.Y. 
Kenmoro,  N#Y, 
Buffalo,  N.Y. 
Buffalo,  N.Y* 
Buffalo,  NcY« 
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LABORATORY  OF  ORNITHQLO 

CORNELL  UNIVERSITY 
ITHACA,  NEW  YORK 


Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society, 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

September  was  the  first  month  since  March  when  precipitation  was  of 
normal  amount*  Temperatures  averaged  1  degree  above  normal,  and  the 
first  half  of  the  month  was  particularly  warm,  and  there  was  no  pro¬ 
nounced  migratory  movement  observed  until  the  cooler  weather  toward 
the  end  of  the  month  brought  a  wave  of  both  water  and  land  birds. 
Red-breasted  nuthatches  so  often  seen  in  September  last  year,  were 
not  reported  from  our  territory  this  fall*  Purple  finches  were  rarer 
than  usual.  On  the  otherhaiid,  more  white-crowned  and  white-throated 
sparrows  have  been  reported  this  fall  than  last. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

September 

1-25  Pectoral  Sandpiper ,  2  Amer*  Egret,  ?  (Hazelton,  Pixley) 

13  -  Red-backed  Sandpiper,  ' Niagara  Falls  (H»E#Eckler,  Ulrich) 

15  -  Yellow-throated  Vireo,  Batavia  (Pixley) 

16- 1  Broad-winged  Hawk,  Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

5  Golden  Plover,  1  Ruddy  Turnstone,  4  Red-backed  Sandpiper 
1  Forster *s ‘Tern,  Niagara  Falls  (Bourne) 

17- 1  Night ha wk,  Buffalo,  (Wander ) 

20  -  Rough-winged  Swallow,  Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

21-1  Screech  Owl,  Sheridan  Park  (Beardslee) 

23- 1  Osprey,  Buffalo,  (Mitchell) 

24- 1  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird,  Buffalo  (Avery) 

25  -  Semi-palmated  Plover,  Niagara  Falls  (Mitchell) 

26-1  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher,  E.  Aurora  (Wild) 

1  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker,  Tennessee  and  Bay-breasted  Warblers, 

Forest  Lawn  (Beardslee) 

27  -  Lincoln* s  Sparrow,  Chestnut  Ridge  Park  (Bourne) 

28  -  Red-eyed  Vireo  and  Redstart,  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

29-3  Golden  Plover,  Hamburg-on-Lake  (Bourne) 

11  Rusty  Blackbird,  1  Golden-crowned  Kinglet,  Oak  Orchard  (Beards¬ 
lee  ) 

2  Knot,  1  We stern  Sandpiper,  Niagara  Falls  (Mitchell) 

1  No*  Yellowthroat,  Batavia  (Pixley) 

30  -  10  Red-backed  Sandpiper,  Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 
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'CTOBER 

1  *•  1  Red-headed  Woodpecker,  Sheridan  Park  (Boardslbo) 

2  ~  1  Double -crested  Cormorant,  Niagara  Falls  (Mitchell) 

also  seen  several  times  since  (Beards lee*  Fames,  Sherman) 

-  Baldpate,  Pintail  and  Scaup  Ducks  noted  in  some  numbers*  also 

1  White-winged  Scoter,  1  Hooded  Merganser*  2  Coot,  Niagara  Falls 

2  Black  &  White  &  2  Blackpoll  Warblers,  2  Hormit  Thrush*  2  Gray 
cheeked  Thrush,  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

4  -»  Trip  to  Oak  Orchard  and  Braddock!s  Bay,  Loader,  Mr*  Guclf 

Fifteen  members  present;  species  observed  included  Horned  Grebe, 

6  D*A. Cormorant,  6  White-winged  Scoter,  Florida  Gallinule, 

15  Turkey  Vulture,  1  Osprey,  2  White -crowned  Sparrow j  many 
Whit o-throat cd  Sparrow  and  Slate-colored  Junco*  Field  Sparrow, 
Goldcn-crownod  Kinglet*  American  Bittern,  Florida  Gallinule, 
Pectoral  Sandpiper,  Sandcrling,  Phoebe  and  a  large  flock  of  cowbir 
At  Holla  nd,  Mr.  Ray  Vcrrill  found  54  Crows  in  one  flock  whidh 

is  unusual  in  that  locality,  and  among  others 
10  Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  and  20  Towhcc, 

5-1  American  and  25  White-winged  Scoters,  Buffalo  (Mitchell) 

1  Pipit,  Kcnmorc  (Bcardslec) 

7  -  1  B  lack-throated  Blue  Warbler,  Orchard  Park  (Mrs*  Winship) 

2  Redhead,  1  Ring-necked  Duck,  both  Greater  and  Lesser  Scaups, 

18  Surf  Scoter,  Buffalo  (Mitchell) 

All  3  Scoters,  Buffalo^  Savage). 

8- 1  Canvasback,  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  2  White-crowned  and  1  Fox  Sparro. 
Scarlet  Tanagcr,  Blue-headed  Virco,  10  Nashville,  1  N.  Parula  and 

1  W,  Palm  Warbler,  1  Ovenbird,  Niagara  Falls  (Bcardslec, Mitchell) 

1  Scarlet  Tanagcr,  Orchard  Park  (Mrs.  Winship) 

9- 1  Amor.  Bittern,  Oak  Orchard, 

1  Nashville  Warbler,  Lockport;  2  Winter  Wren,  Medina  (Bcardslec) 

10-8  Wood  Duck,  1  White -rurnped  Sandpiper,  Tree  Sparrow,  Oak  Orchard, 

(H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

1  Winter  Wren,  2  Catbird,  2  N.  Parula  &  1  Bl.  Thr.  Green  Warbler, 

Buffalo  (Ulrich,  Mitchell) 

11  -  E.  Green  Heron,  2  Green-winged  Teal,  Turkey  Vulture,  1  Olive- 

backed  Thrush,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (II.&R.Ecklcr ) 

-  On  trip  around  the  Niagara  Loop  by  11  members  and  friends,  64 

species  were  observed,  including  2  Hooded  Merganser, 

6  Gadwall,  16  Blue-winged  Teal,  1  Wood  Duck,  35  White- 
winged  Scoter,  15  Surf  Scoter,  18  American  Scoter  (verified 
by  James  Savage),  1  Sora,  1  knot,  40  Rod-backed  Sandpiper, 

1  E.  Solitary  Sandpiper  (latest  ever),  1  Black-bellied 
Plover,  2  Phoebe,  1  Towhcc,  1  Pipit,  1  Catbird,  1  House 
Wre  n  and  2  Winter  Wren.  Mr.  Savage  reported  1  Golden  Eye, 

3  Ring-necked  Duck  and  1  Glaucous  Gull  at  Buffalo. 

12  -  12  Greater  Yellow-legs,  1  Wilson  Snipe,  Oak  Orchard  (Fames) 

13  -  Newspaper  reports  1000  Blue  Geese  and  Snow  Geese  at  Niagara  Falls. 

Foggy  weather,  several  went  over  falls  and  were  captured. 

14  -  Geese  began  leaving  as  soon  as  fog  lifted  today,  only  1  Imm.  Blue 

goose  seen  above  falls  in  late  P.M.  (Sherman,  Mitchell) 

3  Sander ling  (Sherman) 

10,000  Starlings  roosting  north  end  of  Goat  Island,  a  few 
Grackles  with  them* 

2  Olive-backed  Thrush,  2  Orange-crowned  Warblers,  Forest  Lawn 

(Mitchell) 

14-1  Red-throated  Loon,  W.  of  Navy  Island,  Niagara  River,  (Fames) 

15  -  Ruddy  Duck,  1  Grand  Island  (Mrs.  Mansfield) 
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AN  OBSERVATION  IN  EARLY  SPRING 


In  the  shallow  earth  over  the  limestone  at  the  edge  of  the  Onandaga 
escarpement  in  western  New  York  are  many  depressions.  Here  in  the 
spring  of  the  year,  the  water  collects,  forming  a  series  of  sinks  ex¬ 
tending  to  the  eastward  and  varying  in  size  from  small  ponds  to  exten¬ 
sive  areas  of  water. 

These  waters  given  haven  to  many  migrating  water-birds  in  late  March 
and  during  April,  Pintails,  Scaups,  ringnecks,  baldpates,  the  teals, 
canvas  backs,  red-hoads,  hooded  mergansers,  and  the  horned  and  pied¬ 
billed  grebes  all  feed  on  the  food  in  the  shallow  waters,  and  at  the 
edges,  the  yellow-legs,  Kildoers,  and  pectoral  sandpipers  glcan  the 
shoreline  for  tid-bits. 

One  of  these  ponds  comes  close  to  a  corner  formed  by  two  cross-roads. 
Here  on  a  cool,  rainy  day  in  April,  an  immaturo  bald  eagle  stood  in  the 
grass,  drinking  from  a  small  pool  along-side  a  fenco.  He  dipped  his 
bill  In  the  water  and  In  the  same  manner  of  his  far-distant  kin,  the 
barn-yard  fowl,  raised  his  bill  upward  to  swallow.  Not  only  once  but 
repeatedly  did  he  go  through  the  ritual,  as  it  indeed  appeared,  un¬ 
hurried,  dignified,  and  deliberate#  His  thirst  appeased,  he  hopped  to 
a  nearby  fence-post  and  preened  his  feathers. 

The  peering  eyes  of  telescope  and  binoculars  did  not  ruffle  his  mein, 
although  the  intrusion  came  from  both  roads,  not  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  distant.  During  all  of  this  time,  pintail  ducks, scaups 
and  pied-billed  grebes  for  a  total  of  about  thirty-five  went  about 
their  immediate  problems,  at  times  approaching  within  thirty  feet  of  the 
eagle,  each  apparently  oblivious  of  the  other,  not  as  the  hunter  and 
hunted,  but  as  nature !s  creatures,  each  content  In  his  o wn  environment,- 
In  this  case,  the  eagle  did  not  appear  the  much  dreaded  predator  that 
it  is  usually  presented;  nor  did  the  water-fowl  show  any  of  the  natural 
fear  as  from  a  heredi  tary  enemy,.  Reports  of  extended  observation  give 
evidence  of  very  little  wild-fowl  In  the  diet  of  this  buteo  and  in  the 
above  relationship  ho  surely  did  not  play  the  deadly  marauder. 

What  we  observed  on  this  cloudy,  cool  April  day  was  not  merely  an 
eagle  and  some  water-fowl,  but  a  picture  in  nature:  An  over-cast  sky; 
fields  black  and  wet  with  water  from  winter *s  snow,  trees  and  brush 
sill  gray  and  bare,  donrant  verdure  awaiting  the  touch  of  spring;  and 
in  the  foreground  the  first  comers  of  spring  migrants  the  ducks  and 
grebes  joined  in  close  company;  a  drab  day,  but  typical  of  early  spring 
in  the  transition  zone,  when  always  maybe  expected  the  unusual, 

Edward  C,- Ulrich, 

NOTES 


We 'welcome  as  associate  members,  Mrs,  Richard  D,  Madison  and  Miss  Alma 

Cohn,  ' 

Mrs ,, Ora  Pixley  sends  a  nesting  record  of  one  pair  of  House  Wrens,  as 
follows:  April  30,  arrival,  started  several  nests,  found  feeding  young 
June  17,  out  of  nest  July  4,  July  5  building  new  nest,  July  27,  feeding 
young,  out  of  nest  Aug,  13,.  She  also  reports  that  Purple  Martins  left 
their  house  at  Mr,  Lambert  * s  on  Aug,.  12  but  were  seen  around  Batavia 
until  Aug,  25. 

At  Long  Point  on  Oct,  1,  James  Savage  reports  many  kinds  of  ducks  in¬ 
cluding  'Ruddy  Duck,  Green-winged  and  Blue-wingod  Teal,  Hooded  Merganser 
Redhead,  Ring-necked  Duck,  Mallard  and  Black  Duck,-  Also  a  Carolina 
Wren,  Forster *s  Tern,  Sora  Rail,  Northern  Phalarope,  Short-cared  Owl, 
Short -billed  Marsh  Wren,  and  many  migrating  Flickers  and  Sharp-shinned 
Hawks , 
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Mr,  Wm.  Li  G,  Edson  reports  the  following  for  Rochester  and  vicinity. 

Week  ending  Sept.  11  -  Turnstone,  Humingbird,  Bank  and  3arn  Swallows, 
Baltimore  Oriole, 

Week  of  Scpts  18  -  Am.  Egret,  15  Species  of  shore  birds  (Knot,  Baird’s 
Sandpiper,  Dowitchcr),  Saw-whet  Owl,  Night hawk j  barn  swallow,  red¬ 
breasted  nuthatch. 

Week  of  Sept.  25  -  Am.  Egret,  Bald  Eagle,  Br oad -winged  Hawk,  Red 
phalaropc.  Knot,  Wh. -throated  sparrow,  Alder  Flycatcher,  Wood  Pcwcci 

Week  of  Oct.  2  -  Double-crested  Cormorant,  Am,  Egret,  13  spec, 
shore-birds  (turnstonc,  red-backed  sandpiper),  Philadelphia  vireo. 

11  species  Warblers,  Wh. -crowned  sparrow. 

Miss  Brown  reports  that  on  Saturday  Oct  10,  at  Hamilton  Ont,  both 
Laughing  Gull  and  Forster *s  Tern  were  observed.  In  the  party  were 
Bill  Gehring,  Miss  Jacobs,  Mr.  Williams,  George  North  and  Keith 
Reynolds • 

MEETING  OF  SEPTEMBER  25. 

At  our  annual  meeting,  we  met  for  the  first  time  at  Nichols  School, 
and  were  very  much  pleased  with  the  Cottle  Room  which  has  been  set  aside 
for  our  use  during  the  coming  winter. 

Mr.  Beardslee,  in  his  President !s  report,  called  attention  to  our  pro¬ 
gress  during  the  jetxry  thanked  all  committees  for  their  aid,  and  made 
several  pertinent  suggestions  as  to  our  future  course. 

Mrs.  Mansfield *s  report  as  Treasurer  showed  that  we  made  the  right 
selection  when  we  elected  her  Treasurer  for  the  coming  year  as  well  as 
for  the  past  year. 

Everyone  present  was  pleased  to  unanimously  elect  the  following 
officers  for  the  coming  year:  Honorary  President,  Mr.  James  Savage; 
President,  Mr.  Alfred  D.  Wander;  Vice  President,  Mr.  Edward  C.  Ulrich; 
Secretary,  Miss  Alice  Sherman;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Floyd  Mansfield; 
Statisticians,  Mr.  Clark  S.  Beardslee  and  Mr.  Harold  D.  Mitchell. 

MEETING  OF  OCTOBER"  14 

Mr.  Wander  opened  his  first  meeting  as  president  on  Oct,  14th  in  the 
Cottle  Room  at  Nichols  School,  After  the  reading  of  the  minutes,  he 
immediately  named  the  following  committees  for  the  coming  year: 

Publicity  Committee,  Mr,  Ray  Verrill,  Chairman,  Mr Harlan  Eckler, 

Mr.  Winston  Brockner;  Executive  Committee,  Mr,  Thomas  Kelly,  Mr.  Ray 
Verrill,  (Two  additional  members);  Membership  Committee.,  Mr.  Edward 
Ulrich,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Alvin  Beadle,  Mrs.  Harlan  Eckler;  Statist icial 
Committee,  Mr,  Clark  Beardslee,  Mr.  Harold  Mitchell,  Mr,  C .A .Somers ide; 
House  Committee,  Mr.  Thomas  Kelly,  Chairman;  Mr.  Winston'  Brockner, 

Miss  Mary  Brown,  Mr.  Herbert  Hallctt,  Mr.  Harold  Mitchell.  Program 
Committee,  Mrs.  Thomas  Kelly, ' Chair man,  Mr.  Edward  C,  Avery,  Mr.  Clark 
Beardslee,  Miss  Elizabeth  Rosa,  Miss  Alice ' Sherman;  Conservation 
Committee,  Mrs,  Oliver  Swift,  Chairman,  Mr.  James  A.  Creighton,  Miss 
Bertha  Schwenger,  Mrs .  George  Kratzer. 

The  game  of  ornithological  golf,  sponsored  by  Mr.  Beardslee,  proved 
interesting  and  unique  and  tried  us  all  in  our  knowledge  of  bird  dates. 
It  was  noted  that  while  there  were  many  par  holes,  very  few  achieved 
;'birdiesn.  In  the  opinion  of  many  of  those  present,  another  similar 
game  should  be  played  next  spring. 

The  Statisticial  Committee  reported  that  our  list  for  the  year  now 
totals  243  speeies. 
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FUTURE  EVENTS 


MEETINGS:  *  *  ' 

A.  0*  U*  Meeting  at  Carnegie  Museum,  Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

Oct*  19-22,  with’  field  trip  to  Puymatuning 
Area  on  the  23rd* 

October  28:  at  Nichols  School,  Cottle  Room  at  8:00  P*M* 

Impressions  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Meeting  of 
the  A*  0*  in  Pittsburgh.  James  Savage  and 
Harold  D*  Mitchell. 

November  11: 

Book  Review:  Miss  Sherman, 

FIELD  TRIPS: 

October  25  -  Fall  Duck  Census  -  Leader:  E.C. Ulrich, 

Telephone  Mr,  Ulrich  at  Li-2405  for  assignment 
of  territory  or  to  join  others  taking  part  in 
census.  Section  so  far  arranged  to  be  covered 

as  follows: 

1,  Niagara  Loop,  to  Niagara  falls  &  return.  Savage. 

2,  Fort  Eric  to  Port  Colborne,  Lake  Erie  Shore,  Somcrside. 

3,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  Area,  Verrill. 

4,  Niagara  River,  Falls  to  Lake  Ontario,  Mitchell. 

5,  Dunkirk  Harbor,  Chautauqua  Lake,  etc,.  Miss  Brown. 

6,  Silver,  Java  &  Rushford  Lake,  Beavor  Dam,  Beardslee. 

7,  Braddock*s  Bay  &  vicinity.  Miss  Sherman, 

Please  keep  at  least  an  approximate  record  of  numbers 
of  each  species  observed,  and  send  all  report  of  these  trips 
to  Mr,  Ulrich  as  soon  as  possible# 

November  8  -  to  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  for  Picnic  Lunch  at 

cottage.  Meet  Main  St.  and  City  Line  9:  A.M. 
For  further  details  call  Tom  ICelly,Ri-2160. 


EDITOR *S  NOTE 


If  one ‘ out  of  every  three  of  our  members  could  add  a  new  subscriber  to 
our  list,  we  could  balance  our  budget  for  the  year  * 

Prothonotary  subscription  price:  50p  per  year. 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  the  addition  of  Miss  Bertha  Schwenger  to 
our  staff  as  Ass*t,  Business  Manager, 

Business  Manager,  Mrs,  Geo,  C.  Kratzer ,  140  Wardman  Road,  Kenmore,N.Y, 
Editor:  Harold  D,  Mitchell,  -  378  Crescent  Ave.  B  uffalo,  N.Y. 

OFFICERS'  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Honorary  President  -  James  Savage,  Buffalo  A 'chi  otic  Club, 
President  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Ave?, 

V. President  -  Edward  C*  Ulrich,  '2^5  Mulberry  StCj' 

Secretary  -  Miss  Alice  E .Sherman, 1144  Kenmorc  Ave., 
Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield,  44  Wingate  Ave*, 
Statisticians-Clark  S.  Beardslee  and  Harold  D*  Mitchell. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Buffalo,  N.  Y, 
Buffalo,  N.  Y, 
Buffalo,  N.  Y» 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society, 

Buffalo,  New  York 

THE  MONTH 

October  was  a  normal  fall  month  in  nearly  every  respect.  Tempera¬ 
tures  were  average,  precipitation  only  .4  inch  below  normal  and  only 
traces  of  snow  fell  during  the  month.  The  first  killing  frost 
occurred  on  the  12th,  when  strong  west  winds  reached  a  velocity  of 
56  miles  per  hour.  Following  these  strong  winds  and  the  accompanying 
cold  weather,  about  a  thousand  blue  and  snow  geese  were  reported  from 
the  Niagara  River  on  the  13th.  Due  to  the  later  shooting  season  on 
water  birds  this  year,  many  more  ducks  were  reported  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  month  than  is  usually  the  case. 

High  winds:  12th  56  mi.  77;  29th  56  mi.  S.W. 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

The  records  listed  each,  month  under  this  heading  may  be  divided  as 
follows : 

(a)  The  occurrence  of  rare  birds. 

(b)  The  first  migration  dates  of  the  more  common  birds,  to  be 
indicated  hereafter  by  the  letter  "Ftf  following  the  name. 

(c)  The  last  migration  dates  of  the  more  common  birds,  to  be 
indicated  hereafter  by  the  letter  "Lu  following  the  name. 

(d)  The  occurrence  of  the  more  common  birds  in  unusual  numbers  or 
in  unusual  locations. 

(e)  Census  reports. 

All  records  are  subject  to  strict  censorship,  and  those  which 
are  published  are  believed  to  be  accurate  as  to  identifications. 

SEPTEMBER 

20  -  Black-billed  Cuckoo  L  -  Zoar  Valley  (Verrill) 

-  Wood  Pewee  L  -  Wilson  (Brockner,  Brown) 

OCTOBER 

3-2  White-crowned  Sparrow, F,  Oak  Orchard  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

11-2  Brown  Thrasher,  L,  Erie  Beach,  Savannah  Sparrow,  L  Grand  Is. 

(11  members) 

13  -  25  Canada  Goose  F,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

14  -  Black-cr.  Night  Heron  L  -  LaSalle  (Mitchell) 


1 


„v  . 


a 


■ 

•  I  * 


'  . 


; 

■L  .* 

♦ 

• 

.* 

. 

•  * . •  •  ••  •  .•  p 


'  *■  •  '».*»**  ry**r*.  -  .  . 


■  '  ■  ■  -■  •  -  "■ .  -  •  ■ 


.  :  ,  .*  '  V'.  .  t 

. 


’ 


*** 


• 

-.s 

. 


* 


"  ‘ 

....  . 

. 


OCTOBER 

17  -  Red-br#  Merganser  F  -  Ft#  l.rie  (Boards lee) 

•-  Migrant  Shrike  -  L  -  Grand  Island  ( Mr s i  Beadle,  Miss  Moore) 

18  -  Woodcock  L,  2  Northern  Horned  Lark  F,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Verrill 
21  -  Amer*  Rough-legged  Hawk  F,  Lesser  Yellow-legs  L,  Oak  Orchard 

Swamp  (Eames ) 

23- 1  Loon  F,  Bufflehead  F>  Largeflock  Meadowlark>  Canadan  Shore 

of  Lake  Erie,  (Mrs*  Kelly*  Mrs#  Mansfield) 

24- 1  Ameri  Bittern  L,  6  Purple  Finch  L,  20  Pine  Siskin  F,  Grand 

Island  (Mrs#  Reynolds*  Somerside) 

Shoveller  F,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H  &  R  Eckler ) 

Prairier  Marsh  Wren-L,  ”  ”  M  n  ,  Mitchell) 

25  -  Fall  Duck  Census,  E#  C#  Ulrich,  Leader#  A  more  complete 

coverage  of  our  territory  was  made  than  in 
any  previous  year  for  this  census,  the  groups  being  divided  as  follows: 
nA”,  Buffalo  Harbor,  (Jas#  Savage);  "Bn,  Findley,  Chautauqua,  Bear  and 
Cassadaga  Lakes,  Lilydale,  Dunkirk,  (Miss  Brown,  W*  Brockner,  Geo. North; 
"C",  Grand  Island  (C%  A.  Somerside,  Mr#  &  Mrs#  Geo #C*Kratzer,Mrs .Reynolc 
;,Dn,  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  (C #S .Beardslee  ) 

"E",  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  &  vie*  (R#M#  Verrill,  H.  &  R#  Eckler, H#Hallett , 

El  Seeber,  A#  D#  Wander);  MFM  Lake  Ontario  Shore  from  Rochester  to 
Point  Breeze  (Miss  Sherman)  "Gu  Interior  Lakes  near  Batavia  &  Leroy 
Mrs.  Ora  Pixley,  Mr#  Hazelton)  nH"  Niagara  River,  Buffalo  to  Ft .Niagara, 
Lake  Ontario  Shore  near  Ft*  Niagara,  Bond’s  Lake  (H#  D#  Mitchell,  Mrs# 
Beadle,  Miss  Duttweiler^  Miss  Moore,  Miss  Schwenger)*  The  complete 
list  follows,  the  letters  referring  to  the  groups  reporting  the  records: 


5  Common  Loon  MB"  &  "F" ;  2  Red-throated  Loon  "Fn ;  1  Holboell’s  Grebe, P 
Fn ;  211  Horned  Grebe;  149  Pied-billed  Grebe,  15  Great 


165  Mallard;  2726  Red-legged  & 


Blue  Heron;  9 
Common 


Mute  Swan  "B";  71  Canada  Goose 

Black  Duck;  1  Gadwall  "B";  4  European  Widgeon-FnF" ;  1564  Baldpate; 

114  Pintail;  61  Green-winged  Teal;  2  Blue-winged  Teal  nFn;  1  Shoveller 
!,B"’;  81  Wood  Duck;  209  Redhead;  123  Ring-necked  Duck;  612  Canvasback; 
2007  Greater  Scaup  Duck;  3810  Lesser  Scaup  Duck;  199  American  Golden¬ 
eye;  158  Bufflehead;  1  Old  Squaw-F  MBn ;  22  Amer#  Scoter  ”A,,,nD,f ;  107 
White-winged  Scoter;  15  Surf  Scoter  "D",  "F";  17  Ruddy  Duck  "B",  uF,r ; 

3  Hooded  Merganser  "B";  3  Amer#  Merganser  11 B",  "Hn ;  25  Red-breasted 
Merganser:  2  Turkey  Vulture-L  "B";  1  Cooper’s  Hawk  !,E",  2  Red-tailed 
r,u"  *  ™ - ^  -1  T---'*-  TT — ■ —  TT— '1--  1  Ruffed 


Hawk  E 


fi 


’H’ 


in 


llpl! 

,  a.  -  v.  xj.ca.vvxv  E  , 

,  6  Marsh  Hawk;  1  Duck  Hawk  ”D  ' ;  7  Sparrow  Hawk; 

47  Ring -necked  Pheasant;  1  Virginia  Rail-L 

"B"  &  nDi! ; 

Snipe;  36  Greater  Yellow-legs;  1  Amer*  Knot-1  HD:i ;  4  Pectoral  Sand¬ 
piper  L  "Du;  384  Red-backed  Sandpiper;  2  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  nD!', 

”D'!:  2  Great  Black-backed  Gull-F  "F" 


Grouse  E 

Coot;  41  Killdeer;  6  Black-bellied  Plover-L 


"H";  1535  Amer. 
16  Wilson’s 


4  Sanderling  "D" ;  2  Great  Black-backed  Gull-F  "P",  1927  Herring  Gull; 

1181  Ring-billed  Gull;  109  Bonaparte’s  Gull;  5  Common  Tern  ”Cn  &  uHn; 

6  Mourning  Dove;  1  Screech  Owl  HE" ;  3  Great  Horned  Owl  "E" ;  1  Barred 
Owl  nE",  4  Belted  Kingf isher-L,  "B"  &  uCn ;  3  Nor#  Flicker;  5  E.  Hairy 
Woodpecker;  15  N.  Downy  Woodpecker ;  IE*  Phoebe-L  nB,r;  19  Prairie 
Horned  Lark;  15  N.  Blue  Jay;  389  Eastern  Crow;  92  Black-capped  Chick¬ 
adee;  23  White-breasted  Nuthatch;  12  Brown  Creeper;  108. E.  Robin; 

4  E.  Hermit  Thrush;  9  E.  Bluebird;  33  Golden-crowned  Kinglet,  2  Ruby- 
crowned  Kinglet,  51  Amer.  Pipit,  5  Cedar  Waxwing-L  "Bn;  4168  Starling; 

6  Myrtle  Warbler-L  nB",  nHn;  343  English  Sparrow;  2589  E.  Red-wing; 

367  Rusty  Blackbird;  li  Bronzed  Grackle-L;  1  E.Cowbird  "Hn,  25  Pine 
Siskin  ,TE" ;  221  E.  Goldfinch;  1  Red-eyed  Towhee-L,  9  E. Vesper  Sparrow-L, 
■581  Slate-colored  Junco;  212  E.  Tnee  Sparrow,  1  Chipping  Sparrow-L  "Dn; 

I  E.  Field  Sparrow  ,!C|!;  4  White-crowned  Sparrow-L  "E4 5 6,1  uHn ;  61  White- 

Song  Sparrow; 


Ea . 


throated  Sparrow;  5  Fox  Sparrow-L;  8  Swamp  Sparrow;  39 
2  Ea#  Snow  Bunting-F  "D",  Total,  101  Species,  27,374  Individuals 


» 


»  » 


% 


t 


f 


» 


OCTOBER 

28  -  Semipalmated  Sandpipcr-L,  Sanderling-L,  Common  Tern-L, 

Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

-  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird -L,  Letchworth  Park (Dr. Bert  Hubbard 

and  party) 

-  Ea  Hermit  Thrush-L,  Amer •  Pipit-L,  Field  Sparrow-L,  Canadian 

shore  of  Lake  Erie  (Mrs.  Kelly  &  Mrs.  Mansfield) 

29- 3  Pied-billed  Grebe-L,  Lake  Leroy  (Beardslee,  Hazelton) 

30- 1  Ruddy  Duck-L,  Buffalo  Harbor  (Beardslee) 

-  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet-L,  Buffalo  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

31  -  Double-cr.  Cormorant-L  Whistling  Swan-F 

White-thr.  Sparrow-L,  Grand  Island  (Somerside) 

NOVEMBER 

1  -  Wood  Duck-L,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H  &  R  Eckler) 

5  -  2  Ea .  Cowbird-L,  Grand  Island  Ferry  (Beardslee) 

7  -  Swamp  Sparrow-L,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H  Sc  R  Eckler) 

8  -  Trip  to  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  T.M.  Kelly,  Leader.  9  Members 

observed  25  species  including  Greater  Yellowlegs-L,  Barred 
Owl  and  Am.  Rough-legged  Hawk.  Also  seen  at  Oak  Orchard  Red¬ 
headed  Woodpecker-L  Rusty  Black  bird-L,  Ea.  Bluebird-L, 

(PI  &  R  Eckler) 

9  -  Ea.  Redwing-L,  Grand  Island  Ferry  (Boardslee) 

-  Nor.  Flicker-L,  Buffalo  (Mrs.  Mansfield) 

12  -  Great  Blue  Heron-L,  4  Coot-L,  Burnt  Ship  Creek  (Beardslee) 

5  Whistling  Swan-L,  Niagara  River  opp.  LaSalle,  (Mrs.  Kelly, 

/Its.  Mansfield) 

15  -  Ea.  Cardinal,  Orchard  Park  (Mr.  &  Mrs.  Winship ) 

19-4  Gadwall,  1  Killdeer,  Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

23  -  Tufted  Titmouse, Orchard  Park  (Mrs,  Winship) 


NOTES 

We  welcome  as  associate  members,  Mrs.  MargueriteHoole  and  Miss 
Elizabeth  Proch now. 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  American  Ornithologist’s  Union  at 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.  Mr.  James  Savage  was  elected  a  member  of  the  council 
for  the  coming  year.  It  is  an  honor  to  be  a  member  of  the  council, 
which  decides  many  matters  of  importance  in  shaping  the  policies  of 
the  A.O.U.,  and  we  heartily  congratulate  Mr.  Savage  on  his  election. 

November  loth  marked  the  seventh  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

On  November  15th  a  man  told  James  Madison  that  he  saw  a  Snowy  Owl 
that  day  at  Oakfield,  N.Y. 

Dr.  Gordon  M.  Meade  of  Mt,  Morris  visited  Rock  Beach  on  the  Lake 
Ontario  Shore,  about  l/2  mile  East  of’  the  mouth  of  the  Genesee  River  on 
Nov.  8  and  observed  3  Purple  Sandpipers  there.  I  quote  from  his 
letter:  ''They  were  foraging  on  the  exposed  rocky  beach  along  with  3 
Red-backed  Sandpipers  and  a  lone  Sanderling.  They  were  very  unsuspiciou 
and  allowed  approach  to  within  10  feet.  The  orange  legs,  orange  base 
of  bill,  very  dark  plumage  and  light  belly  were  clearly  seen”.  He  also 
saw  1  Pipit  on  the  8th  and  a  Knot  on  the  1st  on  the  same  beach* 

Dr.  Meade  states  that  at  least  one  and  possibly  two  nairs  of  Rea-bellied 
Woodpeckers  have  appeared  on  the  grounds  of  the  Mt •  Morris  hospital 
within  the  last  month.  He  further  mentions  that  Scarlet  Tanagers  were 
common  on  the  hospital  grounds  and  sang  vociferously  until  about  the 
third  week  in  July  when  they  became  silent*  He  was  therefore  rather 
astonished  to  hear  one  in  what  seemed  almost  full  song  on  Sept.  21 
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Y/e  are  indebted  to  Mi*.  G.  P.  Van  Eseitine  for  some  notes  on  the 
activities  of  the  Eaton  Bird  Club  of  Geneva,  N.Y.  Dr.  A.  A.  Allen 
presented  his  new  sound  movies  of  birds  at  the  Geneva  High  School  on 
Oct#  8.  The  fall  bird  Census,  taken  Sept.  12  and  13,  included  a  total 
of  94  species.  Birds  reported  which  seem  unusual  at  that  season  were 
Loon,  Holboell’s  and  Horned  Grebes,  Redhead,  Lesser  Scaup,  Tree,  Bank, 
Barn,  and  Cliff  Swallows,  the  swallows  being  seen  in  numbers  on  the 
Montezuma  Marshes*  Swallows  were  not  very  common  near  Buffalo  this 
year  after  late  August. 

On  Sept.  19,  the  year*s  list  of  the  Eaton  Bird  Club  totaled  217  specie 

Among  the  birds  reported  from  Rochester  and  vicinity  by  Mr.  Wm.  L.G. 
Edson  are:  for  the  week  ending  Oct.  9,  D.  Cr.  Cormorant,  Amer.  Egret, 
Bald  Eagle,  White-rumped  Sandpiper  and  Red-breasted ' Nuthatch.  For  the 
week  ending  Oct.  16,  Sora  Rail,  Semipalmated  Plover,  Olive-backed  Thrusl 
and  Palm  Warbler*  For  the  following  week,  Gadwall,  European  Widgeon, 
Ruddy  Duck,  Florida  Gallinule,  Solitary  Sandpiper ,  Red-bellied  Wood¬ 
pecker,  and  Red-eyed  Virco, .  For  the  week  ending  Oct.  30,  Lesser  Yellow- 
legs,  Tree  Swallow,  Purple  Finch  and  Snow  Bunting a  The  Gadwall  and 
European  Widgeon  were  on  the  small  ponds  in  Durand  Eastman  Park. 

On  Oct.  19,  on  route  to  the  Pittsburgh  moeting  of  the  A.O.U.,  many 
water  birds  were  notdd  on  Erie 'Bay  by  James  Savage  and  Harold  D. Mitchell 
Mallard,  Black  Ducks >  Baldpate,  Pintail  and  Green  Winged  Teal  were 
feeding  along  the  bay  shores  and  '  .nany  Coot  and  diving  ducks  were  in 
the  bay.  Mr.  Savage  counted  31  D06r.,  Cormorants  perched  on  the  fish 
nets  and  poles  supporting  the  nets.  Two  Bald  Eagles  were  seen  at  Erio 
and  2  at  Puymatuning,  where  there  wore  many  Ruddy  Ducks,  and  about 
1500  Baldpatd  in  a  single  flock,  with  many  Coot  and  1  European  Widgeon 

On  Oct.  23«  Mr*  A.  J.  Woodward  of  Erie  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell  arrived 
at  Puymatuning  Lake  early  in  the  morning  and  observed  on  the  west  side 
of  the  lake  1  Rcd-Br.  Merganser,  7  Blue  Goose,  2  Pectoral  Sandpiper, 
and  2  Black-bellied  Plover.  They  joined  the  group  from  Pittsburgh 
later  in  the  morning  and  found  one  European  Widgeon  with  a  flock  of 
fully  1000  Baldpate  and  as  many  Coot,  8  Gadwall,  a  few  Green-winged  Teal 
Pintail,  Blue-winged  Teal,  Ruddy  Ducks,  Mallard  and  Black  Ducks,  1  Amer. 
Bittern  and  a  small  flock  of  Canada  Geese.  In  the  afternoon  at  Erie, 

22  D«.Crr  Cormorant,  1  Wood  Duck,  31  Blue  Goose,  15  Whistling  Swan,  1 
Phoebe,  many  Vesper  and  Chipping  Sparrows  were  seen. 


MEETING  OF  OCTOBER  _28 

The  second  October  meeting  was  originally  scheduled  for  a  report  by 
Harold  D.  Mitchell  of  his  impressions  of  the  fifty-fourth  meeting  of 
the  A.  C.  TJ.  held  at  Pittsburgh  during  the  week  of  October  19th, 

Owing  to  Mr >  Mitchollls  illness,  the  report  was  given  by  Mr.Beardslee 
from  copious  notes  made  by  Mr.  Mitchell,  Almost  ail  the  papers  read 
at  the  convention  were  briefed,  with  more  extended  discussion  of  somo 
of  the  subjects  of  greatest  interest.  The  high  light  of  the  convention 
to  us  was  the  election  of  our  own  James  Savage  to  the  Council,  as  re¬ 
ported  elsewhere  In  this  Issue. 

C.S.Bc 

MEETING  OF  NOVEMBER  11 

A  fire  in  the  open  fireplace  of  the  Cottle  Room  at  Nichols  School  we¬ 
an  added  attraction  at  our  November  11th  meeting.  Alice  Sherman  was 
the  evening* s  speaker,  and  gave  us  an  exceptionally  wcll-prcparod  re¬ 
view  of  Dr«  George  Miksch  Sutton*  s  latcstbook,  "Birds  in  the  Wilderness  ■ 
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Meet.?  oi  ,,vc  jc"  _1,  ,w.uinucd  from  pagc4 

Starting  with  a  description  of  the  youth  of  this  most  talented 
naturalist.  Miss  Sherman  interspersed  the  story  of  his  travels  and 
adventures  with  several  readings  from  the  book  itself,  such  as  the 
vulture  experience,  Fuertes*  influence,  the  Labrador  and  James  Bay 
trips,  the  finding  of  the  Ivory-billed  Woodpecker fs  nest,  and  the 
Churchill  expedition  climaxed  by  the  finding  of  the  nest  of  the  Harris’s 
Sparrow*  The  meeting  was  well  attended  and  was  enjoyed  by  all  present. 

C.S.B. 


FUTURE  EVENTS 

MEETINGS:  At  Nichols  School,  Cottle  Room,  8:00  P*M* 

Dee.  2  -  Quest ionairc;  Miss  Schwcnger 

Dee.  16-  Plans  for  Christmas  Census,  Tom  Kelly. 


FIELD  TRIPS: 

Dec*  6  -  Niagara  Loop  -  Leader:  C,  A.  Somers ido, 

Tel.  Un-1667,  Meet  9:  A.M. 
Busti  Av.  entrance  to  Peace 
Bridge.  Bring  Lunch. 

Dee.  27-r,  Christmas  Census:  T.M.  Kelly,  Leader. 

Tel.  Ri-2160. 


EDITOR  V~S  _  NOTE 

Prothonotary  subscription  price:  50^  per  year,  payable  to  the 
Ass 't.  Business  Manager. 

Please  send  in  your  notes  for  the  next  issue  before  Dee.  15. 

Editor:  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Avc.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y*> 
Business  Manager:  Mrs.  Geo.  C.  Kratzer,  140  Wardman  Rd.,  Kcnmorc,N.Y* 

Ass’t.  Bus. Manager:  Miss  Bertha  Schwcnger,  184  Delaware  Avc .Buff a lo, NY 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Iionorary  President  -  James  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club, 
President  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Avc., 

V .President  -  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  275  Mulberry  St. 

Secretary  -  Miss  Alice  E.  Sherman, 1144  Kenmore  Avc., 
Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield,  44  Wingate  Avc., 
Statisticians-  Clark  S.  Bcardslco  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  ■ 

Buffalo*  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

November  was  an  unusually  cold  month,  the  average  temperature  was 
4*4  degrees  below  normal*  and  did  not  rise  above  50  degrees  during  the 
last  nineteen  days*  While  the  snowfall  was  above  normal,  total 
precipitation  was  again  light*  the  deficiency  for  the  year  totaling 
over  6  and  one  half  inches  at  the  end  of  the  month.  Despite  the 
rather  severe  weather  a  few  Great  Blue  Herons  and  Kingfishes  and  a 
Robin  and  Killdeer  have  been  reported ' recently .  Rough-legged  Hawks 
appear  to  be  more  numerous  than  usual,  and  a  few  Snowy  Owls  have  been 
seen.  The  presence  of  a  few  King  Eiders  (possible  some  are  American 
Eiders)  in  Buffalo  Harbor  was  of  especial  interest. 

High  winds:  54  mi.  per  hr.  on  Nov.  17th. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

SEPTEMBER 

25  -  White-crowned  Sparrow  (f)  E.  Aurora  (M*  H*  James) 

OCTOBER 

17  -  Catbird  (L)  Como  Lake  Park  (M*  H.  James) 

23  -  Little  Green  Heron  -  Cayuga  Creek  (M*  H*  James) 

27  -  Cardinal  -  Idlewood  (M.  H.  James) 

30  -  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet,  Buffalo  (R.  Eckler) 

NOVEMBER 

2  -  Sanderling  (L)  Hamburg -on-Lake  (Bourne) 

8  -  Red-headed  Woodpecker  (L)  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

11-2  Pileated  Woodpecker*  So.  Wales  (M.  H.  James) 

1  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker*  Buffalo  (Seeber) 

13-1  Little  Green  Heron  (L),2  Purple  Finch-Wat erport  (Mrs.  Pixley) 
15  -  Cardinal  -  Orchard  Park  (Mr.  '&  Mrs.  Winship) 

19-1  Baldpate  (L)'4  Gadwall  (L)  1  Ring-necked  Duck(L)  Nia. Falls,/ 

21  -  Turkey  Vulture,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Madison)  (Beardsle 

22  -  Northern  Flicker (L)  Buffalo  (Mrs.  Mansfield,  Verrill) 

23  -  150  Snow  Bunting  -  first  large  f lock-Hamburg  (Bourne) 

27  -  1.  -Common  Loon,  Niagara  River  (Vaughan,  Verrill) 

29  -  5  to  10,000  Crow  -Roost  near  Sweet  Home  Rood,  south  of  Ellicott 

Creek,  Amherst  (Verrill) 

-  2  Killdeer  (L»)  Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 
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DECEMBER 

1-2  Belted  Kingfisher,  So.  "Wales  (Roger  &  Warren  Pratt) 

6  -  Trip  along  Niagara  River,  A.  A.  Somerside  Leader;  among  species 
observed  were  Holboell!s  Grebe,  Great  Blaok-baoked  Gull,  and 
White-winged  Scoter 

-  4  Eiders  (probably  King  Eiders )  Glaucous  Gull,  Buffalo  Harbor 

(James  Savage) 

(Eiders  have  been  seen  at  various  points  in  Buffalo  Harbor 
during  early 'December ) 

-  Hermit  Thrush,  Buffalo  (Wander) 

seen  as  late  as  the  13th, 

-  Great  Blue  Heron,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H.&  R.Eckler) 

-  Robin  (singing),  Hodge  Ave,  Buffalo  (Mrs,  Dale,  reported  by 

Mrs.  Kratzer) 

9  -  Snowy  Owl,  near  North  Starin  Ave.  Kenmore  (Mitchell) 

Also  seen  by  several  members  as  late  as  the  13th. 

-  Horned  Grebe,  Great  Blue  Heron,  Dunkirk  (Beardslee) 

13-9  Rough-legged  Hawk,  1  Bid  Eagle  (Adult ) -Akron (Verr ill.  Wander) 

-  1  Great  Blue  Heron  (L)  Grand  Island  (Somerside) 

Song  Sparrow  (L)  Grand  Island  (Brockner,  Hallett ) 

16-1  Purple  Pinch,  Forest  Lawn  (Beardslee) 

18-2  Gadwall,  Niagara  Palls  (Mitchell) 


SPARROW  SONGS 

Sparrows,  most  common  and  abundant  of  all  our  perching  birds, be cause 
of  their  shyness  and  plain  coloration  prove  enigmatic  to  the  uninnitiat 
ed,  but  often  give  the  key  to  their  identity  in  song.  There  the  common 
brown  n ground-bird1'  taking  high  place  in  the  ranks  of  singers,  pays 
homage  to  none. 

His  cousins,  the  finches,  are  gifted  with  the  addition  of  color  and 
greater  tonal  quality  of  song;  likewise  the  buntings  appeal  through 
color,  attractiveness,  and  voice;  but  the  sparrows,  dwellers  in  the 
grass  and  brush,  assume  a  drab  dress  and  for  attractiveness  rely 
chiefly  on  song. 

(1)  Liv  ing  on  winter  hillsides  and  fields,  the  snow  buntings 
cover  the  ground,  feeding,  twittering  and  in  constant 

motion.  Those 'in  the  rear  constantly  leap  frog  those  ahead  until  at 
a  given  signal,  the  flock  rises  into  the  air  phalanx  after  phalanx, 
a  musical  gust ' of  snow,  to  bank  and  turn,  possibly  to  alight  again  on 
the  same  field,  or  after  several  aerial  maneuvers,  to  fly  away  to 
seek  new  pastures  for  gleaning. 

(2)  The  indigo ^bunting,  more  deeply  pigmented  though  no  more 
endearing,  chooses  a  green  summer  woodland  in  which  to 

display  his  color  and  song.  His  "See  see-where  where-  here-here", 
revives  at  every  meeting  a  pleasant  memory:  deep  shadowed  woods, 
fields  covered  with  purple  columbine,  a  tranquil  summer  day. 

(3)  With  a  clear  song,  crystaline  and  tingling  as  the  bright 
day  he  graces,  the  tree-sparrow  cheers  the  winter  landscape.  Field, 
pasture,  fence-row,  woodlot,  all  give  haven  and  food  from  *  early 
fall  until  late  spring,  when  these  winter  chippies  change  their  song  to 
a  new  one,  limpid,  soft,  and  sweet.  Every  day,  dark  and  drear  or 
bright  and  sunny  is  made  pleasant  by  his  presence. 

(4)  As  is  the  tree  sparrow,  so 'also  the  slate-colored  junco  is 
found  afield  in  the  winter.  A  "Tsip"  and  a  slight  trill 

come  through  the  quiet  air  from  the  tree  top,  the  evergreen  bough,  or 
perchance  the  ground;  and  again  a  soft  Er-br  may  announce  his  presence. 
Later  he  bursts  into  full  song  as  in  flocks  he  and  companions  make  the 
woodlot  ring  in  a  cheery  welcome  of  soring,  a  trilling,  clear,  sweet 
melody. 


2 


r 


* 


. 
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(5)  With  the  spring  mlgrati  -n  come  the  white-throat  and  white- 

crowned  sparrows®  In  passing  through,  the  white-throat 
speaks  anticipatingly  of  his  summer  home  "Sweet  Canada-Canada-Canada" , 
in  a  voice  plaintive  and  as  sylvan  as  Its  swamps,  hogs,  woods,  and 
alder  thickets.  The  white-crowned  like  the  white-throat  has  for  song 
a  soft  whistle  reserved,  however,  mostly  for 


the  nesting  sites  in  the 
snatches  of  which  enhance  its  passage  both  in  spring  and  fall® 
way  through,  the  white-throat  intersperses  his  regular  song 
loud  chirp® 

Versatile,  cosmopolitan,  at  home  in  the  hush  of  the  city 
the  swamp,  the  field,  or  the  meadow,  Melospiza  melodia  sings 

bids  welcome  on  a  drenching  spring  morning,  gives 
day  from  dawn  to  dusk,  and  some  of  the  more  hardy 


north. 

On  his 
with  a 
(6 ) 

garden,  the  swamp, 
at  all  seasons®  He 
voice  to  the  summer 


lacks  the 
plaintive 


a 


of  his  members  make  glad  the  drear  w inter  days  with  a  welcome  chimp 
Although  sometimes  slightly  varying,  sometimes  omitting  parts,  never 
does  the  song  sparrow  stint  in  volume,  vigor  or  force* 

(7)  The  close  association  of  the  vesper  sparrow  with  the  song 
sparrow  together  with  a  certain  similarity  of  song  often 

confuses  these  two®  Though  the  vesper  does  not  stint,  he 
volume  of  the  song  sparrow,  but  no  other  sparrow  sings  so 
tune,  not  depressingly  sad,  but  rather  hymnal  in  quality. 

(8)  Big,  handsome,  and  reddish,  the  fox  sparrow  in  spring 
migration  has  a  song  that  becomes  his  mien,  full-toned  and  clear.  A 
great  scratcher,  he  betrays  his  presence  by  rustling  and  scattering  the 
leaves,  but  when  disturbed,  he  slips  through  the  underbrush,  retiring 
and  reticent  against  intrusion.  At  home  in  the  north  woods,  he  gives 
voice  with  fullest  expression.  Here  in  the  wilderness  with  utter 
abandon  he  in  the  wildness  of  his  nature  pours  forth  a  loud  clear- 
ringing,  flutelike  song.  He  again  returns  In  fall,  his  song  now 

lapsed  Into  a  quiet  call  note,  tzeep_  „  „  .  , 

9  Ulrich. (to  be  continued 


E.  C 


Nom 


-L  xin 


We  welcome  as  associate  member,  Mr.  George  C.  Kratzer. 

We  were  glad  to  receive  a  .  letter  from  Mable  H.  James,  listing  many 
records  and  telling  of  an  interesting  walk  she  took  in  the  woods  at 
South  Wales  on  Nov.  11th,  when  she  saw  a  pair  of  deer  and  two  Pileated 
Woodpeckers  at  very  close  range.  Miss  James  extends  an  invitation  to 
our  members  and  friends  to  join  her  in  Informal  trips  sponsored  by  the 
Garden  Center  Institute.  These  trips  will  probably  take  place  on 
Tuesdays,  Saturdays  and  Sundays,  and  It  is  expected  that  County  and 
State  Parks  as  well  as  other  woodlands  will  be  visited,  in  order  to 
become  better  acquainted  with  trees,  plant  life,  birds,  insects,  etc. 
Detailed  plans  will  be  announced  later,  and  information  may  be  obtained 
from  Miss  James  or  from  the  Garden  Center  Institute,  Grover  Cleveland 
Park,  Buffalo® 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Wm.  L.  G.  Edson  for  notes  of  birds  observed  in 
Rochester  and  vicinity  during  November®  Among  the  records  were: 

Week  ending  Nov®  6  -  White-winged  Scoter,  Ruddy  Duck,  Knot,  and  Pine 

Siskin. 

n  Nov®  13  -  Gadwall,  Purple  Sandpiper,  (the  first  in  Rochest-ei 

in  over  30  years).  Rusty  Blackbird,  Fox  Sparrow 
and  Hawk  Owl,  the  latter  seen  near  Pittsford. 

u  "  Nov.  20  -  European  Widgeon, ‘Blue-winged  Teal,  Redwing, 

n  Nov*  27  -  Common  Loon,  Coot,  Winter  Wren  and  White-crowned 

sparrow. 
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At  our  December  16  meeting-  our  conservation  committee  reported 
that  under  the  direction  of  "'Ding5'  Darling,  several  thousand  clubs 
and  organizations  in  the  U.  S.,  interested  in  conservation  of  wild 
life,  are  being  organized  into  local  units,  state  and  national  councils. 
Delegates  will  be  elected  to  form  the  State  and  National  Councils, and 
the  latter  will  appoint  an  executive  committee,  with  Mr.  Darling  as 
chairman.  The  idea  is  to  keep  the  membership  informed  of  crises  which 
may  develop  in  the  field  of  conservation,  so  that  the  whole  force  of 
the  associated  clubs  may  be  brought  to  bear.  Hitherto  the  average 
conservationist  has  not  known  how  to  direct  his  efforts  to  best 
advantage.  Our  society  is  taking  steps  to  learn  further  details  of 
this  new  organization. 

Mrs*  Kratzer  reports  that  a  Hermit  Thrush,  nearly  exhausted,  was 
picked  up  about  mid  November  and  brought  into  the  home  of  Mrs  j  William 
Callahan  of  Wardman  Rd.,  Kenmore.  It  was  fed  on  bird  seed  and  re¬ 
vived  sufficiently  to  warrant  its  release  the  next  day0  Mr s c  Kratzer 
also  tells  of  an  English  Sparrow  which  made  friends  with  Mr,  and  Mrs j 
Farrell  of  54  Humboldt  Parkway.  On  September  16  this  sparrow  alighted 
on  Mr.  Farrell^s  shoulder  as  he  was  looking  under  the  hood  of  his  car. 

It  remained  on  his  shoulder  as  he  entered  his  car  and  after  a  drive , 
went  into  his  house  and  made  itself  genuinely  at  home.  Nov/  it  comes 
daily  to  a  perch  in  the  kitchen,  eats  scraps  from  the  table,  and  goes 
in  and  out  of  the  window  as  it  pleases.  Once  it  brought  in  a  companion 
which,  hov/ever  stayed  but  three  days. 

We  have  a  letter  from  Mr.  Wi  L.  McAtce,  enclosing  a  circular  from  the 
Biological  Survey,  in  which  our  cooperation  is  requested  in  collecting 
local  names  of  birds.  Most  of  us  are  familiar  with  the  local  or  ver¬ 
nacular  names  of  our  native  birds,  (such  as  HIghhole  or  Golden-winged 
Woodpeckers  as  applied  to  the  Northern  Flicker)  which  are  available  in 
the  literature  of  ornithology!  Hov/cver  some  subscribers  may  kno w  of  a 
local  name  of  a  species  which  has  never  been  mentionod  in  the  litera¬ 
ture,  and  if  so,  report  of  this 'may  be  made  to  the  editor,  or  sent 
direct  to  the  Biological  Survoy,  U.  S.  Dept,  of  Agriculture,  Washington, 
D.C.  Attention  of  W*  L*  McAtee,  Technical  Advisor.  Accurate  identi¬ 
fication  of  the  species  to  which  the  name  Is  applied  is  of  primary 
importance,  and  the  locality  where  tho  name  is  used  should  be  stated. 

METING  OF  DECEMBER  2~ 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Wander,  Mr.  Edward  C.  Ulrich  presided.  The 
questionnaire  which  followed  the  business  meeting  brought  many  interest¬ 
ing  answers  and  opened  a  general  discussion.  In  a  program  of  this 
nature  all  participate  and  through  tho  stimulation  of  discussion  all 
benefit,  tho  person  preparing  the  questions  and  those  who  answer. 


EDITOR »S  NOTE 

Prothonotary  subscription  prico:  50$zC  per  year,  payable  to  the 
Ass*t.  Business  Manager. 

Please  send  in  your  notes  for  tho  next  issue  before  Jan.  6,  1957. 

Editor:  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Avc.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Business  Manager:  Mrs.  Geo.  Kratzer,  140  Wardman  Rd.,  Kenmore,  N.  Y. 

As  s 1 1 .  Bus.  Manager:Miss  Bertha  Schv/enger ,  184  Delaware  Avc  .Buffalo,  N.Y. 
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MELTING  OP  DECEMBER  16 


Plans  for  Christmas  Bird  Census 


Our  Christmas  Bird  Census  will  cover  the  same  territory  as  in 
previous  years  and  will  ho  held  on  Sunday  Dec*  27*  The  leader,  Mr. 
Thomas  M.  Kelly  gave  out  the  following  territorial  assignments: 


1  C.  A.  Somerside: 

2  R.  M.  Verrill : 

3  Mrs •  Mansfield: 

4  Mary  Brown: 

5-  William  Vaughan: 

6  E.  C.  Ulrich: 

7  James  Savage: 

8  H.  D.  Mitchell: 

9  J.  -H.  Schmahl : 

10  C*  S.  Beardslee: 

11  T.  M.  Kelly: 


Grand  Island,  north  of  Long  Road  and  W.  of  Stony 
Point  Road  and  including  Buckhorn  Island* 

Grand  Island,  Between  1  and  3 

Grand  Island,  Whitehaven  Rd.  to  Sweet  Road* 

Grand  Island  Betweon  3  and  5 

Grand  Island,  South  End,  South  of  Fix  Road. 

Grand  Island,  East  and  West  River  Roads. 

Tifft  St.,  Buffalo  Harbor,  Canadian  Side  of  Niagara 
River  to  Niagara  Falls  and  Goat  Island. 

Delaware  Park,  Forest  Lawn  and  American  Side  of 
Niagara  River  to  Niagara  Falls  (Portage  Rd.) 

Bear  Swarnp  and  vicinity 
Willoughby  Marsh  and  vicinity 
Lincoln  Park,  Tonawanda  and  vicinity. 


Members  not  assigned  should  join  one  of  the  above  groups  by 
arranging  with  the  group ‘ leader . 

Please  call  Mr.  Kelly,  Ri-2160  by  5  P.M.  if  possible,  giving 
complete  roport  of  observations.  Actual  counts,  rather  than  estimates 
should  be  made  whenever  possible.  Total  mnumbors  of  species  should  be 
made  a  secondary  consideration  and  accuracy  of  identification  of 
primary  importance. 


MEETINGS : 


FUTURE  EVENTS 

8:00  P.M.  at  Nichols  School,  Cottle  Room. 

Jan.  13  -  "New  Birds  and  Unusual  Records  of  the  past  year", 

Harold  De  Mitchell. 

Jan.  27  -  "The  Eye  of  a  Bird",  Clark  S.  Beardslee. 


FIELD  TRIPS: 

Dec*  27  -  Christmas  Bird  Census. 

Jan.  10  -  Chestnut  Ridge  Park:  Mary  Brown,  Leader, 
Meet  -  Main  &  Goodrich  St.  8:30  A.M. 


Jan.  24  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp:  R.M, Verrill,  Leader, Meet  at 
Main  &  Her tel  Ave.  8:00  A.M.  Tel.  Delaware  5105. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 

—  u— — — ■  ■■■-  .  '—'-t-  ■— «  ■.  . 


Honorary  President  -  James  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club, 
President  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Ave., 

V.  President-  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  275  Mulberry  St., 

Secretary  -  Miss  Alice  E*  Sherman, 1144  Kenmore  Ave., 
Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield,  44  Wingate  Ave., 
Statisticians  -  Clark  S.  Beardslee  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell 


Buffalo,  N. 
Buffalo,  N. 
Buffalo,  N. 
Buffalo,  N. 
Buffalo,  N. 
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THE  MONTH 

Following  on  the  heels  of  the  cold  weather  of  the  preceding  month* 
the  first  week  of  December  continued  to  be  cold  and  cloudy.  However* 
the  balance  of  the  month  was  warm,  with  several  clear  sunshiny  days. 
Temperatures  for  the  last  23  days  of  December  did  not  drop  below  17 
degrees,  and  on  several  days  were  over  20  degrees  above  normal.  For 
the  entire  month  the  average  was  4  degrees  above  normal,  Precepitation 
for  the  month  was  again  about  one  half ' the  average  amount,  and  for  the 
year  there  was  a  total  deficiency  pf  8.3  inches.  It  is  the  first  year 
in  the  records  of  the  weather  bureau 'when  no  snow  fell  in  the  period 
between  Christmas  and  New  Yearns  Day.  Bonaparte* s  Gulls  remain  in 
rather  large  numbers  and  several  King  Eiders  have  been  observed  re¬ 
peatedly  near  the  foot  of  Porter  A  ve.  Buffalo.  The  Christmas  Census 
on  December  27  showed  fewer  species  present  than  for  several  years  past. 
High  Winds:  50  mi.  per  hr.  on  December  21. 


NOVEMBER 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


7-1  Barn  Owl  (wing  injured,  fell  into  small  fish  pond  and  was 

captured)  Orchard  Park  (Johnson,  Winship) 


DECEMBER 

4  -  Great  Horned  Owl,  Screech  Owl,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

13  -  Hermit  Thrush  (1),  Buffalo  (Wander) 

23  -  Screech  Owl,  Buffalo  (Larkin) 

25-1  Red-throated  Loon,  Bufflehead,  Niagara  River  (Savage) 

1  White-throated  Sparrow,  Buffalo  (Wander) 

27  -  See  next  page  for  Christmas  Census. 

28-1  Baldpate,  Niagara  Falls  (Brown,  North) 

I 

A  Robin  was  reported  as  having  been  seen  in  Pomeroy  Park  during  the 
*  last  week  in  December. 

Our  Christmas  Census  results  over  the  past  8  years  are  shown  on  the 
following  pages.  Many  members  of  the  Society  have  shown  an  interest 
in  the  compilation  of  such  a  list,  which  shows  some  interesting 
comparisons  from  year  to  year. 

Those  /taking  part  in  our  1936  Christmas  Census  were: 

Clark  S.  Beardslee*  Thos.  L.  Bourne,  Winston  Brockner,  Miss  Mary  Brown, 
J.  A.  Creighton,  Miss  Dorothea  Duttweiler;  Tom  and  Mary  Kelly,  Ward 
I'lepfer,  Geo,  and  Gladys  Kratzer;  Mrs.  R.  D.  Madison,  Richard  Madison, 
Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield,  Robert  Mansfield,  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  Miss  Cornie 
Moore,'  George  North,  Mrs.  D.  M.  Reynolds,  Miss  Elizabeth  Rosa, 'James 
Savage,  Ed.  Seeber,  Miss  Bertha  Schwenger,  C,  A.  Somers ide,  Edw.  Co 
Ulrich,  William  C.  Vaughan,  Ray  M.  Verrill*  Richard  Verrill, 

Alfred  Wander-  Howard  Wander. 
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BUFFALO  0HNI1H  )  LOGICAL  SOCIETY 
Christmas  Census  List 

1929  to  1936 


1929 

*-* 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936  No  * 
Yrs 
Seen 

Loon.  . . . 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

~ 

2 

Red-Throated  Loon... 

- 

1 

— 

«. 

- 

- 

1 

Holboellis  Grebe..*. 

- 

- 

— 

1 

- 

mm 

- 

1 

Horned  Grebe........ 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

1 

- 

4 

Great  Blue  Heron... • 

- 

1 

- 

1 

I 

mm 

- 

- 

3 

Whistling  Swan. • • . . » 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

13 

mm 

1 

Canada  Goose........ 

- 

17 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Mallard . . 

20 

37 

37 

39 

49 

20 

51 

77 

8 

Red-Leg  Black  Luck.. 
Common  Black  Luck... 

)  205 
) 

331 

683 

716 

520 

808 

1306 

1569 

8 

Gadwall . . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

mm 

5 

1 

Baldpate . . . 

- 

- 

1 

mm 

mm 

- 

- 

1 

Pintail . . . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

15 

9 

5 

King  Eider  . . . . 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

5 

1 

Redhead . . . . 

12 

44 

- 

52 

40 

7 

125 

7 

7 

Ring-necked  Luck.... 

- 

- 

3 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Canvasback. . . 

28 

26 

1 

32 

212 

96 

*  148 

47 

8 

Greater  Scaup ....... 

Lesser  Scaup.. . . 

U360 >  - 

4 

734 

106 

575 

1009 

1192 

7 

Amer 0  Golden-eye • • , • 

627 

249 

507 

1507 

1423 

1614 

1568 

2236 

8 

Suf f le-head ......... 

4 

1 

15 

27 

26 

7 

mm 

r* 

b 

eld  Squaw . . . 

881 

181 

118 

21 

269 

21 

43 

19 

e> 

White-wing  Scoter.,* 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

6 

mm 

6 

2 

3 

Harlequin  Luckc  9. ... 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

3 

— 

— 

i 

Hooded  Merganser,... 

- 

mm 

1 

2 

2 

mm 

— 

'  mm 

3 

American  Merganser.. 

202 

37 

39 

322 

83 

86 

511 

864 

8 

Red-Br„  Merganser... 

33 

9 

5 

33 

22 

23 

29 

52 

8 

Goshawk .  •  .  i . 

— 

mm 

1 

mm 

3 

_ 

1 

— 

3 

Sharp -shin«  Hawk. . . . 

— 

- 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5- 

Cooper  f  s  Hawk . „ . 

1 

3 

1 

— 

3 

1 

3 

M 

6 

Red-tailed  Hawk-,... 

mm 

1 

— 

7 

6 

6 

3 

3 

6 

Red-Shoulder .Hawk. t „ 

1 

o 

C/ 

— 

2 

mm 

2 

1 

M 

5 

Rough-legged  Hawk  > . . 

- 

2 

1 

5 

6 

2 

7 

5 

7 

Bald  Eagle . .  , 

1 

- 

1 

n 

JL 

— 

— 

mm 

3 

Marsh  Hawk.  . . ,  .  „ 

- 

- 

2 

15 

5 

» 

5 

mm 

4 

Pigeon  Hawk. 

- 

mm 

1 

— 

mm 

1 

Sparrow  Hawk ,,  . . . 

1 

1 

4 

10 

16 

3 

15 

20 

8 

Ruffed  Grouse  .  t ^ . .  0 

- 

- 

mm 

mm 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Bob-White  ........  r  , 

— 

mm 

mm 

15 

mm 

mm 

mm 

1 

Pheasant  . . . 

90 

236 

378 

910 

817 

217 

567 

.175 

8 

Glaucous  Gull  * .  „ ,  ,  , 

— 

1 

mm 

2 

4 

1 

6 

5 

Iceland  Gull  ....... 

mm 

m. 

1 

mm 

mm 

1 

Great  Black-B.  Gull. 

- 

- 

- 

2 

«• 

11 

16 

19 

4 

i Herring  Gull ........ 

2000 

256 

412 

1411 

596 

5226 

2807 

2633 

8 

Ring-billed  Gull  .... 

397 

45 

231 

110 

105 

12 

7 

18 

8 

Bonaparte 's  Gull  * , * 

27 

246 

637 

9 

247 

1289 

510 

4500 

8 

Kumlien  *  s  Gull  ..... 

- 

mm 

mm 

*-• 

mm 

2 

1 

Mourning  Love  . 

- 

3 

67 

mm 

- 

12 

— 

3 

VrpfiT  Tr|C,  O  A  >7  'r  '  -r> 
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Christmas  Census  List  Continued: 


1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

Barn  Owl . 

5 

2 

Screech  Owl  ........ 

- 

2 

1 

1 

3 

- 

— 

1 

Gr.  Horned  Owl . . 

- 

— 

mm 

- 

mm 

2 

«M 

4 

Snowy  Owl  . . . 

1 

1 

mm 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Barred  Owl  ......... 

« 

mm 

mm 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Long-eared  Owl  ..... 

- 

mm 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Short-eared  Owl  .... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

- 

0m 

mrn 

- 

Belted  Kingfisher  . . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Northern  Flicker  . . . 

- 

- 

- 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

t. 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

3 

— 

Hairy  Woodpecker  ... 

1 

5 

4 

6 

2 

11 

9 

10 

Downy  Woodpecker  . . . 

3 

18 

27 

50 

36 

27 

57 

35 

Northern  Horned  Lark 

- 

- 

6 

mm 

- 

mm 

— 

Prairie  Horned  Lark. 

- 

7 

20 

226 

15 

50 

17 

7 

Blue  Jay  . . 

1 

3 

5 

9 

18 

5 

35 

21 

American  Crow  ...... 

218 

208 

5030 

2151 

791 

1538 

625 

1225 

Black-o  •  Chickadee. 

20 

16 

53 

62 

108 

117 

167 

178 

Wh.-br.  Nuthatch  ... 

4 

16 

28 

61 

46 

24 

27 

47 

Red-br,  Nuthatch  ... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Brown  Creeper  . 

3 

26 

3 

7 

12 

20 

16 

22 

Winter  Wren  ........ 

- 

3 

mm 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

Robin  . . 

mm 

1 

1 

1 

8 

- 

- 

Golden-C  •  Kinglet  • 

- 

4 

8 

16 

5 

44 

2 

5 

Northern  Shrike  .... 

2 

- 

mm 

2 

2 

-1 

- 

Starling  . 

120 

1518 

1169 

1094 

3194 

134  n 

1362 

1642 

English  Sparrow  .... 

43 

Yes 

117 

349 

412 

486 

543 

524 

Meadowlark  . 

mm 

- 

1 

5 

- 

mm 

10 

- 

Eastern  Redwing  .... 

mm 

- 

mm 

- 

4 

5 

10 

- 

Rusty  Blackbird  .... 

mm 

mm 

- 

12 

mm 

+m 

- 

Cowbird  . 

- 

- 

mm 

mm 

- 

- 

13 

- 

Cardinal  . . 

- 

mm 

mm 

3 

*-• 

— 

mm 

Purple  Finch . .  . 

- 

3 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

Cano  Pine  Grosbeak  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

mm 

- 

mm 

Redpoll  . . 

- 

- 

5 

14 

- 

8 

3 

- 

Goldfinch  . 

1 

1 

- 

2 

mm 

- 

8 

- 

J unc  o  . . 

- 

2 

27 

40 

25 

3 

8 

23 

Tree  Sparrow  . 

7 

210 

201 

270 

404 

420 

33 

142 

White-thr .Sparrow . . . 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Swamn  Sparrow  . 

- 

1 

1 

— 

2 

mm 

- 

- 

Song  Sparrow  . . . 

- 

3 

5 

mm 

8 

7 

23 

3 

Lapland  Longspur  . . • 

- 

- 

- 

25 

4 

183 

705 

no 

Snow  Bunting  . . 

mm 

25 

65 

17 

24 

614 

mm 

Total  Species  ..... 

34 

45 

45 

56 

60 

50 

58 

45 

Total  Individauls  . . 

5314 

3777 

9877 

10532 

9695 

14357 

13084 

17468 

Observers  . 

7 

14 

12 

20 

20 

21 

29 

31 

Number  Parties  ..... 

3 

7 

7 

7 

8 

8 

10 

10 

Yrs . 
Seen 


Total  Species  seen  1929-1936  - 


90 


*  V 


Under  Tom  Kelly’s  leadorsnfp,  tb territory  was  well  covered,  * 
visibility  was  good  during  most  of  the  day,  and  the  low  total  of 
species  is  therefore  very  significant.  Such  Species  as  Marsh  Hawk, 
Mourning  Dove,  Robin,  Meadowlark,  Redwing  and  Goldfinch  were  conspic¬ 
uous  by  their  absence.  The  cold  weather  of  the  late  fall  had  doubtless 
discouraged  many  species  which  ordinarily  winter  here  in  small  numbers. 
Furthermore  there  were  few  of  the  more  northern  winter  visitors  which  we 
might  have  expected,  had  the  early  cold  weather  continued* 

1937 

JANUARY 

1  -  Several  members  started  the  year  right  l  In  all,  36  species  were 
observed,  as  follows:  Mallard,  Red-legged  and  Common  Black  Duck, 
2  Gadwall,  8  Pintail,  Redhead,  Canvasback, *  Greater  Scaup,  Am,  Golden¬ 
eye,  2  Bufflehead,  Old  Squaw,  6  King  Eider,  American  and  Red-breasted 
Mergansers,  1  Goshawk,  1  Am,  Rough-legged  Hawk,  1  Marsh  Hawk, 

2  Sparrow  Hawk,  2  Ruffed  Grouse,  Ring-necked  Pheasant,  Glaucous, 

Gt *  Black-backed,  Herring,  2  Ring-billed  and  Bonaparte’s  Gull, 

Hairy  &  Downy  Woodpeckers,  Blue  Jay,  Crow*  ,  Black-cp,  Chickadee, ' 
White-br.  Nuthatch,  Golden-cr .Kinglet ,  Starling,  English  Sparrow, 
Slate-colored  Junco  and  100  Lapland  Longs pur.  Buffalo  Harbor, 
the  Niagara  River,  Chestnut  Ridge  Park,  Colden  and  Grand  Island 
were  among  the  localities  visited, 

3-1  Red-headed  Woodpecker  (F)  Ellicott  Creek  Park  (T.&M.  Kelly) 
Brown  Creeper  (F)  Delaware  Park  (Ulrich) 

6- 1  Marsh  Hawk  -  Campbell  Blvd,  So,  of  Lockport  (Beardslee) 

7- 1  Kumlien’s  Gull  (F)  Forest  &  Bird  Av,  Buffalo  (Beardslee) 

8- 2  Belted  Kingfisher  (F)  So*  Wales  (Roger  &  Eleanor  Pratt) 

9- 2  Bald  Eagle  (F )  Buckhorn  Island  (Reynolds,  Somerside) 

-  1  Iceland  Gull,  Imm,  (F)  1  Kumlien’s  Gull,  Ad,  Ft,  Bird  Ave, 

Buffalo,  (Mitchell) 

10  -  Trip  to  Chestnut  Ridge  and  Emery  Park,  Mary  Brown,  leader, 

4  members  took  part.  Species  seen  included:  5  Glaucous  Gull, 

6  King  Eider,  1  Ruffed  Grouse,  Great  Horned  Owl  (F)  30  Prairie 
Horned  Lark  (F)  4  Snow  Bunting  (F) 

1  -Canadian  Pine  Grosbeak  (F)  at  Southern  edge  of  Chestnut 

Ridge  Park,  also  flock  600  Snow  Bunting,  South  of  E,  Aurora 

(Reynolds,  Somerside) 

1  Robin  (F)  Vermont  Hill,  So.  Wales  (James) 

1  Red-shouldered  Hawk  (F)  Goldfinch,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H&RE elder  ) 
12  -.2  Purple  Finch  (F)  Forost  Lawn  (Beardslee) 

14-1  Song  Sparrow  (F)  Goat  Island,  N,  Falls  (Mitchell. 

NOTES 

The  number  of  '  specaesobserved  by  members  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological 
Society  In  1936,  and  accepted  as  definite  records,  totals  247  Species, 
the  largest  number  recorded  in  any  one  year. 

We  recall  the  pleasure  we  had  in  looking  over  the  bulletins  of  bird 
records  published  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts  a  few  years  ago,  and 
wero  more  than  pleased  to  see  a  copy  of  the  "Bulletin  of  New  England 
Bird  Life"  Vol,  1,  No.  2  covering  records  of  birds  seen  between  Nov- 
16  and  Dec.  15,  1936,  and  published  by  the  New  England  Museum  of 
Natural  History,  Boston,  Mass.  The  four  mimeographed  pages  cover 
records  of  birds  observed  under  several  groupings,  as  Ducks,  Hawks, 

Sea  Birds,  Land  Birds,  Finches. 
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A  paragraph  on  the  -/Gather  conditions  for  the  month  is  also  a 
feature  a  Barrow’s  Golden  Eye  was  reported  from  Fresh  Pend,  Cambridge 
and  from  Cape  Annc  A  Goshawk  flight  year  in  New  England  is  rcoorted 
while  Rough-3. eggea  Hawks  are  scarce;  the  reverse  seems  true  in  West¬ 
ern  New  York»  A  Duck  Hawk  spent  the  fall  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

Snowy  Owls  were  scarce-  also  F.ed-br.  Nuthatches,  while  Golden-crowned 
Kinglet s,  .are  more  common  this  winter  than  isual  in  New  England. 

A  Cardinal  at  Worcester  in  December  is  a  rare  visitor  to  N.  E. 

It  seemed  like  old  times  to  see  my  old  friend  Archie  Hagar’s  name 
on  many  of  the  reports 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  George  North  for  an  interesting  letter  in 
which  he  tells  of  many  interesting  observations*  Corresponding  with 
the  results  of  our  own  Christmas  Census,  only  39  suedes  were 
observed  at  Hamilton  on  their  Census  on  Dec.  26th.  Among  the  birds 
reported  were:  2  Great  Blue  Heron,  3  Glaucous  Gull,  10,000  Herring 
Gull,  200 'Great  Black-Backed  Gull,  3  Marsh  Hawk,  28  European  Partridge, 

1  Flicker,  6  Cardinal,  1  Swamp  Sparrow  16  Song  Sparrow,  40  Pine  Siskin, 
and ' 14  Snow  Bunting.  A  King  Eider  was  reuorted  at  Burlington  Beach 
Dec.  23  and  Jan.  3,  and  one  at  Toronto,  Jan-  1. 

George  had  a  field  day  at  Point  Pelee,  Ont„  on  Oct.  12,  when  birds 

literally  swarmed  there,  ex# :  200  Blue  Jay,  300  Meadowlarks,  1  Barn 

Owl,  1  Krider’s  Hawk,  Duck  Hawk,  11  Cormorants,  many  kinds  of  Warblers, 
over  200  Lincoln*  s  Sparrov/s,  1  Least  Flycatcher  and  3.  Harris*  Sparrow. 
The  same  day  2  Harris  Sparrows  were  seen  at  Strathroy  Onto  by  A»  A. 
Wood,  and  on  Oct.  14,  1934  one  was  seen  at  Toronto^Ont  0  by  Bailees. 

On  Oct.  12  Bailee  and  Ussher  saw  a  Bewick’s  Wren  on  Hamilton  Beach. 

2  Nelson’s  Sparrows  at  Sunnyside  Beach  Toronto,  Sept,  27~0cto  17  and  a 
Laughing  Gull  in  Toronto,  Sept.  15  -  Oct.  3.  George  Saw  one  at  Hamil¬ 
ton,  Oct.  24,  also  one  on  Aug.  14.  At  least  3  Forster’s  Terns  at 
Hamilton,  Sept.  15  -  Oct.  11,  a  Golden  Eagle  at  Van  Wagner’s  Beach 

on  Septo  28  and  2  Parasitic  Jaogers  there  Sept ^  29 „  Northern  Phala- 
rope  at  Peacock  Pt ,  Lake  Erie  on  Aug.  27  and  2  at  Dundas  Marsh,  Sept. 

26  -  Oct.  2.  A  Willet  was  seen  at  Peacock  Point  Aug.-  26-28,  also 
an  Amer .  Egret  there  until  Aug-,  30o  Adult  Goshawks,  at  Hamilton 
Nov,  8  and  11,  and  a  Saw  Whet  0w3.  on  the  11th,  What  a  man  1 

Records  from  Mr.  W.  L.  G©  Edson  of  birds  seen  in  Rochester  and 

vicinity  include,  for  the  week  ending  Dec.  11,  Horned  Grebe,  Coot, 

Pine  Siskin,  and  for  the  following  week.  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Robin 
Song  Sparrow, 'and  Rough-legged  Hawk.  For  the  week  ending  Dec.  25, 
Cooper’s  Hawk,  Prairie  Horned  Lark,  and  Pine  Grosbeak ‘were  observed, 
the  latter  in  the  evergreens  at  Durand  -  Eastman  Park. 


DID  YOU  KNOW? 

That  there  are  several  thousand  clubs  in  the  HI  S.  interested  in 
various  phases  of  conservation,  but  that  so  far  there  has  been  no 
one  central  organization  which  has  the  unified  support  of  ail  these 
clus.  What  a  force  for  conservation  such  an  organization  would  Del 

That  the  scarcity  of  game  which  is  blamed  on  predacious  animals, 
both  furred  and  feathered,  is  in  reality  due  almost  solely  to  human 
beings.  Hence,  if  an  increase  in  game  is  wanted^  it  can  be  obtained 
only  by  restricting  man’s  destructiveness. 

That  the  International  Committee  on  Bird  Preservation  is  working  to 
the  end  that  protection,  which  is  afforded  many  birds  in  the  U«S.  and 
Canada,  may  also  be  accorded  them  in  the  West  Indies,  and  in  Central 
and  South  America. 
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MEETING  OF  JANUARY  15 


Harold  D.  Mitchell  was  the  speaker  at  our  first  meeting  of  the 
New  Year*  He  discussed  the  salient  points  of  our  observations 
during  1936.  'A  total  of  247  species  were  seen  within  the  limits  of 
our  territory,  exceeding  by  one  the  record  of  the  previous  year. 

Field  marks  distinguishing  rare  species  seen  in  recent  years  were 
shown  with  the  help  of  specimens,  e.  g..  White  Gyrfalcon  (seen  by 
E*  H.  Short  in  1936  -  first  record  for  territory);  Ho&ray  and  Greater 
Redpolls  (1936);  Northern  Horned  Lark  (not  reported  in  1936,  which 
was  quite  unusual);  King  Eider  1936);  Roseate  Tern  (1935);  White- 
eyed  Vireo  (reported  1936,  placed  on  hypothetical  list);  and 
Bicknell!s  Thrush  (reported  1935  and  1936,  placed  on  hypothetical 
list)*  In  spite  of  the  unfavorable  weather,  there  was  an  exception¬ 
ally  fine  attendance. 

C*  S.  Beardslee. 


FUTURE  EVENTS 


Meetings:  8:00 

J  an. 
Feb. 
Feb. 


FIELD  TRIPS: 

Jan . 

Feb. 

Feb. 


P.  M.  at  NicholTs  School,  Cottle  Room, 

27  nThe  Eye  of  a  Bird11,  Clark  S.  '  Beardslee. 

10' -''Birds  of  Shakespcar#,  Edw.  C.  Avery. 

24,  "History  of  Anti-Raptorial  Legislation"  Mrs. 

Oliver  Swift, to  be  followed  by  discussion  of 
timely  conservation  issues.  Each  member  is 
asked  to  bring  up  a  topic  for  discussion. 

24  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp:  R.  M.  Verrill,  Leader,  Meet  at 
Main  St.  &  Hertcl  Av.  8:00  A.M.  Tel.  Del.  5105. 

7  -  Wilson  and  Lake  Ontario  Shore  to  Lydonville: 

C .S .Beardslee,  Leader,  Meet  at  Delaware  &  Hertrl 
Avc •  8:00  A.M.  Tel.  Ri-4818. 

28  -  Monthly  census. 

N.B*  In  case  weather  conditions  arc  too  severe, 
trip  will  be  postponed  one  week. 


EDITOR «S  NOTE 

Prothonotary  subscription  price:  50^  per  year,  payable  to  the 
Treasurer.  Subs cr it ions  for  1937  are  now  due. 

Please  send  in  your  notes  for  the  next  issue  before  Fob.  10 a 


Editor:  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Avc.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Business  Manager:  Mrs.  Geo.  Kratzor,  140  Wardman  Rd.,  Kenmore,  N.Y. 
Treasurer:  Miss  Bertha  Schwenger,  5cU?  Delaware  Ave .Buffalo, N.Y 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Honorary  President  -  James  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club, 
President  -  Alfred  D.  V/andter,  175  Saranac  Ave., 

V.  President-  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  275  Mulberry  St., 

Secretary  -  Miss  Alice  E.  Sherman,  1144  Kenmore, 

Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield,  44  Wingate  Avc., 

Statisticians-  Clark  Sc  Bcardslco  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell. 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo,  New  York  


THE  MONTH 


January  was  an  unusually  warm  month,  the  temperature  averaging  7*8 
degrees  above  normal  and  on  only  four  days  was  it  below  average  in  mean 
temperature*  While  the  snowfall  was  less  than  10n ,  there  was  consider¬ 
able  rainfall,  so  that  the  total  precipitation  was  over  1”  above  normal. 
At  the  end  of  the  month.  Lake  Erie  and  the  Niagara  River  were  free  of 
ice,  an  unusual  condition  at  this  season.  Water  birds  are  present  in 
their  usual  numbers,  and  include  several  hundred  Bonaparte *s  Gulls, 

hope  will  remain  here  throughout  the  winter*  About. a  hundred 
Swans  and  3  Mu  te  Swans  are  reported  wintering  at  Erie,  Pa. 
Most  land  birds,  such  as  Tree  Sparrows,  Snow  Buntings  and  Prairie  Horned 
Larks,  seem  much  leas  common  than  usual.  Reports  of  a  number  of  Mourn¬ 
ing  Doves  on  Grand  Island  is  an  exception.  A  flock  of  14  Evening  Gros¬ 
beaks  at  Hamburg  was  the  first  record  of  this  species  near  Buffalo  in 
several  years. 

High  Winds:  57  mi.  per  hr.  on  Jan.  3, 

54  n  "  "  51  Jan.  31. 


which  we 
Whistling 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

January 

1- 1  Killdeer,  Colvin  Av.,  Tonawanda  (McCallu* 1*1) 

Tree  Sparrow,  Hamburg  (Bourne) 

2- 1  Screech  Owl  (F),  Hamburg  (Bourne) 

4-1  Pigeon  Hawk  (F),  near  Canadian  Pool  Elevator,  Buffalo  (Bourne) 

10- 1  Great  Horned  Owl,  75  Snow  Bunting,  5  Pine  Grosbeak,  E.  Eden, 

( Bourne ) 

11- 1  Iceland  Gull,  Buffalo  Harbor  (Bourne) 

14- 1  Horned  Grebe  (F),  25  Bufflehead,  Dunkirk  (Bourne) 

15- 1  Kumlien!s  Gull,  Bird  Ave.,  Buffalo;  1  Long-eared  Owl,  Grand  Is. 

( Beardslee ) 

16  -  Mourning  Dove  (F),  Grand  Island  (Eames) 

-  500  Lapland  Longspur,  11  (Reynolds,  Somerside) 

17  -  18  Whistling  Swan  (F),  Niagara  River,  1  Goshawk,  3  Ruffed  Grouse, 

Pt.  Abino,  Ont.  (Ulrich,  Verrill,  Wander ) 

18- 1  Red-tailed  Hawk  (F),  Caledonia  (Beardslee) 

19- 1  Shore-eared  Owl  (F)  Sheridan  Park,  Tonawanda (Mrs .Kelly,  Mrs. 

Mansfield ) 

20- 4  Gadwall,  24  Pintail,  1  Snowy  Owl  (F),  Niagara  Falls  (Mitchell) 
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JANUARY 

23  -  25  Prairie  Horned  Lark,  1  Lapland  Longspur,  Cole  Rd.,  near  Chest¬ 
nut  Ridge  Park  (Mr.&Mrs.  Winship) 

Cardinal  (P),  Hamburg  (Creighton),  seen  daily  since  Dec,  16  at 
the  feeding  station  at  the  home  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Grove. 

Catbird  (P)  LeRoy  (Mrs.  J.  A.  Kenny,  reported  by  F.P .Hazelton) 
Trip  to  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  R.  M.  Verrill,  leader,  14  members 
present.  Very  rainy  day,  and  few  species  of  birds  were 
observed*  These  included  4  Red-tailed,  1  Rough-legged  and 
1  Sparrow  Hawk,  and  about  2000  Crows  near  Akron,  where  there 
is  a  roost. 

Robin,  Grand  Island  (Mrs.  J.  Fritz,  reported  by  C.A.Somerside ) 


24  - 


25  - 


27  - 


29  - 


30  - 


31  - 


1 

00 
2 


24 

20 

5 

58 


Whistling  Swan  at  Erie,  Pa.  (Bourne) 

Tuf  ted  Titmouse  (P),  Orchard  Park  (Winship). 

(seen  almost  daily  at  feeding  station.) 

Screech  Owl,  Buffalo  (Miss  Jack).  Seen  also  Feb. 1,5  &  9th  in 
Martin 'House  in  rear  of  341  W.  Utica  St. 

Mourning  Dove,  7  Purple  Finch,  Grand  Island  (Creighton) 

Grand  Island  (Mrs.  Beadle,  Miss  Moore) 


it 


tt 


1  Marsh  Hawk,  Grand  Is.  (Somerside) 

Bufflehead,  1  White -winged  Scoter '(F),  Point  Abino  (Beardslee, 

Verrill,  Mitchell,  Vaughan) 

Several  Prairie  Horned  Larks  at  Oak  Orchard  (H.&  R.  Eckler ) 

and  at  Sardinie  (Somerside) 

So  far  66  species  have  been  reported  for  January. 


FEBRUARY 

4- 2  Robin,  Tonawanda  (Norman  Franks) 

5- 1  Northern  Shrike  (F)  W.  Batavia  (Bourne) 

6- 1  Tufted  Titmouse,  E.  Aurora  (Wild) 

4  Robin,  Carlton  St.,  Buffalo  (Norman  Franks) 

7  -  Trip  to  Lake  Ontario  'Shore,  6  members  present.  Species 
observed  included:  7  Species  of  Ducks,  Rough-legged  and 
Sparrow  Hawks,  Prairie  Horned  Lark  and  Blue  Jay. 

-  14  Evening  Grosbeak,  Hamburg  (Bourne).  This  flock,  including 
3  or  4  brightly  colored  males,  has  been  seen  on  a  box 
elder  tree  on  the  property  of  Mr.  Joseph  Danheiser,  109  Main 
§t.,  Hamburg,  for  about  a  week. 

At  £ast  reports  the  King  Eiders  were  still  In  Buffalo  Harbor 
near  the  foot  of  Porter  Av. 


SPARROW  SONGS 

(Continued  from  December,  1936  number) 

(9)  The  chipping  and  swamp  sparrows  have  a  similar  song.  Loudly 
the  swamp  sparrow  proclaims  as  his  domain  the  cattail  marsh 

in  a  song  ringing,  loud  and  clear,  like  two  small  stones  rapped  to¬ 
gether  in  quick  succession,  wild,  strong  and  feral.  As  becomes  a  being 
less  robust  in  stature  and  nature,  the  chipping  sparrow  chooses  as  his 
home  the  door-yard,  and  park,  and  accordingly  modifies  his  song  to  one 
of  less  volume.  With  a  "Chip,  chp,  chp,  chp,  chp"  etc.  he  sings  from 
some  high  perch,  a  chimney  top,  tree  or  wire,  but  when  on  the  ground, 
he  stops  duping  his  feeding  and  utters  a  slight  "chip,  chip,  chip". 

(10)  "Per  chic  -  per  chic  -  per  chic"  -  comes  from  a  bird  tacking 
like  a  sailboat,  scarcely  stopping  and  hardly  spilling  the 

wind  from  its  sails,  as  he  makes  a  turn  and  goes  down  the  windward 
undulatingly  on  his  way  with  a  "per-chic-o-ree,  per-chic-o-ree" ,  a 
blithesome,  light,  dainty.  and  free  golden  sprite  best  known  by  all  as 
the  "wild  canary" *  Few  know  him  as  a  sparrow. 
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(11)  At  home  in  the  fields  and  meadows,  tho  Savannah  sparrow  calls 
from  some  porch,  "Why  don't  you  seo-o  me  l"  and  in  the  fall 

changing  habitat  as  well  as  plumage,  frequents  the  shore  with  a  mrro 
chip  for  a  song. 

(12)  Akin  to  tho  Savannah  in  environment,  the  grasshopper  Sparrow 
hardly^ lays  claim  to  a  song,  a  mere  "ptz-eee-p",  a  buzz, 

insectlike  and  sibilant,  compatible  with  a  summer  day* 

(13)  Tho  Henslow  chooses  for  singing  perch  a  dead  teasel  or  wild 
carrot  stem  and  proclaims  a  "fl~sic",  abrupt  and  jerky,  more 

like  a  call-note  than  a  song®  As  tho  plucking  of  violin  strings  are  a 
part  of  symphony,  so  too  do  these  songs  blend  into  tho  harmony  of  summer 

(14)  Prom  old  fields  or  pastures  overrun  with  thorn  trees,  indeed 
probably  from  the  top  of  one  of  these  trees,  the  Field  sparrow  sings  a 
song ^ which  leaves  nothing  to  bo  desired,  starting  slowly,  then  increas¬ 
ing  in  cadence  and  ending  with  a  trill  on  tho  descending  scale,  a  pleas¬ 
ingly  sweet,  piping  song,  trim  as  the  bird  itself,  ventriloqual  and  in¬ 
cessant  • 

These  unobtrusive  fellows,  with  few  exceptions  inconspicuous  and  in 
most  cases  retiring^  form  a  great  body  of  tho  passeriform  es.Thcy  lay 
no  claim  to  distinction  with  a  sr3ash  of  color;  those  which  have  pigment¬ 
ation  are  subdued  in  hue,  quiet  and  demure i  They  do,  however,  add  life 
and  color . to  all  soasons  through  song,  in  tho  winter  more  chips,  in¬ 
creasing  in  volume  with  spring*  The  winter  visitants  about  to  leave, 
the  migrants 'passing  through,  and  tho  arrivals  of  the  residents  all 
join  in  song. 

Later  the  "pt  zeep"  of  the  Grasshopper , " "Pie  zic"  of  tho  Hons low, 
friendly  song  of  the  Field,  ringing  call  of  Chippy  and  Swamp,  plaintive 
song  of  Vesper,  and  cheerful  singing  of  the  Song  Sparrow  give  feeling 
to  tho  summer  day. 

At  dusk  the  Vesper  sings  a  requiem  to  tho  ending  day,  and  the  Song 
sparro w  answers  in  muted  song  with  assurance  of  another  day  to  come. 

E*  C.  Ulrich. 


NOTES 


Wo  welcome  Miss  Mildred  E.  Baker  as  an  associato  member  of  our  society. 

Mr*  Alfred  D.  Wander  called  our  attention  to  an  article  appearing  in 
tho  Sept o , Oct *, Nov ,  and  Dec.  1936  number  of  The  Canadian  Field  Naturalist 
entitled  "A  Preliminary  List  of  the  Birds  of  Lincoln  and  Welland 
Counties  (Ontario)",  by  R,  W.  Sheppard,  W.  E.  Hurlburt  and  G.H. Dickson. 
238  Species  in  all  arc  listed,  including  Ivory  Gull,  Hudsonian  (or 
Acadian)  Chickadee  and  Golden  Eaglo,  definite  records  of  which  are  lack¬ 
ing  for  our  western  New  York  area.  In  the  listing,  our  Society  is 
mentioned  often,  as  many  of  our  members  cover  the 'nearby  part,  of  Welland 
County  at'alltimos  of  the  year.  It  Is  therefore,  of  particular  inter¬ 
est  to  us,  and  we  recommend  that  it  be  read  by  all  of  our  members. 

(to  be  reviewed  in  a  later  issue) 

In  tho  Buffalo  papers  of  January  23  appeared  an  article  to  the  effect 
that  a  hawk  had  boon ’ attacking  the  pigeons  which  congregate  in  Shelton 
Square,  Buffalo.  Mr.  Rudolph  Karhath  of  the  SoPcC.A*  was  reported  to 
bo  out  "shotgunning"  for  the  Hawk,  but  we  understand  that  he  was  per¬ 
suaded  to  desist  in  his  attempt  to  kill  the  bird,  probably  a  Duck  Hawk, 
which  is  protected  by  law  in  Now  York  State.  Richard  Pough  of  the 
National  Ass*n.  of  Audubon  Societies  saw  an  article  in  the  Associated 
Press  on  the  above  subject,  and  wrote  an  excellent  letter  to  Mrs  William 
Burns  of  the  local  S.P.C.A*  calling  attention  to  the  status  of  the  Duck 
Hawk  in  this  state,  and  to  tho  feelings  of  bird  lovers  toward  this 
beautiful  and  picturesque  species. 
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James  Savage  arid  Dr,  William 
area  on  Jan*  19,  before  the 


On  a  rocont  trip  to  Cincinnati,  C.  .io,  Mr 
C.  Herman  visited  the  edgos  of  the  flooded 

flood  had  reached  the  highest  stages •  They  observed  two  birds 
rare  in  that  locality,  the  Old  Squaw  duck  and  Rough-lcggod  Hawk#  Thoy 
also  noted  that  many  field  mice  had  boon  driven  up  into  trees  by  the 
flood,  and  that  flocks  of  Crows  wero  feeding  on  these  mice.  The  road 
from  which  the  observations  wore  made  was  later  covered  with  many  feet 
of  water# 

Mr#  W.  L.  G.  Edson  roports  a  total  of  29  species  of  birds  observed  at 
Rochester,  N.Y#  on  their  Christmas  Census  on  December '26,  1936#  Among 
the  most  interesting  records  wero  Whit 0-winged  Scoter,  Sharp-shinned 


and  Cooper  1  a  Hawks,  Rod+breasted 
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Siskin,  Field  sparrow 


Ontario 
(East  of 


shore  oast  of  Summerville ) ,  Robin, 

Highland  Park)  and  Snow  Bunting, 

Mr*  Edson  reports  a  Cowbird  and  a  White-throated  Sparrow  during  the 
first  week  of  January  and  a  Groat  Blue  Heron,  Baldpatc,  Coot,  Catbird 
and  Pine  Grosbeak  during  the  second  wook.  Mr.  Edson  mentions  that 
when  he  has  observed  Cowbirds  in  winter  thoy  have  boon  seen  with  flocks 
of  English ' Sparrows,  but  never  with  Starlings. 

Mr.  G.  P*  Van  Eseltinc  of  the  Eaton  Bird  Club  at  Geneva,  in  a  letter 
enclosing  bird  notes,  mentions  that ' pheasants  are  scarce  this  winter 
not  only  in  N*  Y.  but  in  Pa.,  Conn.,  Mass.,  Vt.,  and  N.H.  He  is  in¬ 
clined  to  account  for  this  to  some  extent  on  the  failure  of  weeds  to 
develop  seeds  to  the  usual  degree#  He  mentions  a  Mockingbird  winter¬ 
ing  at  Bellona,  a  few  miles  south  of  Geneva.  The  Eaton  Bird  Clubs !s 
Christmas  Census  oh  December  26  totaled  only  29  species,  the  smallest 
list  in  many  years*  Among  the  species  seen  were  Horned  Grebe,  White¬ 
winged  Scoter,  Hooded  Merganser  and  Coot.  Few  land  birds  were  seen# 
Birds  seen  in  the  Geneva  region  in  1936  totaled  225  species. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  A.  Beadle  for  an  article  from  the  Port 
Isabel  (Texas)  Pilot  reporting  that  in  the  Christmas  Census,  taken 
within  a  seven  and  one-half  mile  radius  of  Harlingen,  163  species  of 
birds  were  reported.  37,095  birds  were  noted,  with  13,063  Redwings  and 
12,590  Grackles  at  the  head  of  the  list.  A  flock  of  Starlings  were 
noted  for  the  first  time  in  that  locality.  The  Rio  Grande  Valley  may 
therefore  show  a  greater  number  of  species  on  the  census  than  Califor¬ 


nia,  which  has  usually  reported  the 


largest 


lists 


DID  YOU  KNOW  ? 


That  in  1749  bounties  upon  blackbirds  caused  the  slaughter  of  so  many 
as  to  produce  a  plague  of  corn-worms,  upon  which  the  birds  feed? 

That  a  point  can  be  reached  by  a  vanishing  species  beyond  which  it 
cannot  recover?  When  that  fatal  point  is  reached,  long  closed  seasons 
are  in  vain? 

That  this  year!s  shell  kills  next  yearfs  duck?  An  Audubon  Society 
pamphlet  states,  "At  the  present  time  there  are  not  enough  ducks  left 
to  utilize  the  remaining  breeding  grounds". 


MEETING  OF  JANUARY  27 

.Clark  S.Beardslee  spoke  on  "The  Eye  of  a  Bird",  bringing  up  many 
comparisons  of  the  human  eye  with  tho  eyes  of  various  types  of  birds. 

He  explained  tho  structure  of  the  eyes  of  raptorial  birds,  with  teles¬ 
copic  typo  of  sight,  and  structure  of  tho  eyos  of  owls,  which  allows 
these  birds  to  see  in  very  dim  light.  Other  species,  as  the  humming 
birds,  are  equipped  with  the  microscopical  typo  of  eye#  The  many 
questions  discussed  at  the  end  of  the  talk  testified  as  to  the  interest 
in  Mr#  BeardslooTs  subject. 
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At  tho. first  Fobruary  mooting,  our  Society  was  treated  to  some  fino 
moving  pictures  of  birds  by  Harlan  Ecklor.  Many  scones  wore  taken  at 
Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  with.  Treo  Swallows,  Bitterns,  Great  Blue  Herons,  and 
Prothonotary  Warblors  among  the  most  interesting  subjects.  Antics  of 
Mr.  E cklcr * s  tamo  Bluo  Jay  added  a  comic  touch,  while  his  views  of 
Boulder  Dam  and  other  Western  scene  staken  from  an  aeroplane  on  his  recent 
trip  to  California  made  us  fool  like  Eagles  flying  at  a  dizzy  height. 

During  the  business  part  of  tho  meeting,  our  House  Committee  Chairman, 
Tom  Kelly,  stated  that  our  field  headquarters  at  Ock  Orchard  Swamp  had 
been  painted,  and  that  about  $18 .oo  was  needed  to  cover  the  labor  and  a 
few  other  expenses.  A  collection  was  started  to  meet  this  obligation, 
and  any  others  desiring  to  contribute  are  asked  to  get  in  touch  with 
Tom  Kelly  before  or  at  the  next  meeting. 


FUTURE  EVENTS 

MEETINGS:  8:00  P.'M.  at  Nichol!s  School,  Cottle  Room. 

Feb.  24,  "History  of  Anti-Raptorial  Legislation",  Mrs. 

Oliver  Swift,  to  be  followed  by  discussion  of 
timely  conservation  issues.  Each  member  is  asked  to  bring 
up  a  topic  for  discussion. 

LECTURES:  M*  at  Grosvenor  Library,  "Where  can  a  duck  get  a 

drink".  Wm.  C.  Vogt.  Sponsored  by  the 
Audubon  Society  of  Buffalo. 

Feb.  26, ' 

8:00  P.M.  At  Burgard  Vocational  High  School,  400  Kensington 
A  ve .  Dr.  A.  A.  Allen  of  Cornell  University  will 
show  some  of  his  sound  movies.  Sponsored  by  the 
Garden  Center  Institute. 

FIELD  TRIPS: 

Feb.  28  -  Monthly  Census 

Mar.  7  -  Niagara  Loop  &  Grand  Island:  H.  D.  Mitchell, 
leader.  Meet  at  entrance  Peach  Bridge, 
at  Busti  Ave.  8:00  A.M.  Bring  lunch. 

Mar.  20  -  Transit  Rd.  &  Clarence  "sinks",  Mrs .Geo.C.Kratzer, 
leader.  Meet  at  Main  St.  &  City  Line,  1:00  P.M. 

KDTtOR*  S . NOTE 

Prothonotary  subscription  price:  50^  per  year,  payable  to  Treasurer. 

Please  send  in  your  notes  for  the  next  issue  before  March  3,  1937. 

Editor:  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Business  Manager:  Mrs.  Geo.  Kratzer,  140  Wardman  Rd.,  Kenmore,  N.  Y. 

Treasurer:  Miss  Bertha  Schwenger,  526  Delaware  Ave.Buf f alo,N.Y. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Honorary  President  -  James  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic ' Club, 
President  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Ave., 

V. President  -  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  275  Mulberry  St., 

Secretary  -  Miss  Alice  E. Sherman, 1144  Kenmore  Ave., 

Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield,  44  Wingate  Ave., 

Statisticians-Clark  S.  Beardslee  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell. 


Buffalo,  N.Y. 
Buffalo,  N.Y. 
Buffalo,  N.Y. 
Buffalo,  N.Y. 
Buffalo,  N.Y. 


P.S. 

MEETING:  March  10  -  "Bees",  by  Emil  Gutokundst. 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

For  the  third  successive  month,  February  was  much  warmer  than  usual, 
the  temperature  averaging  over  4  degrees  above  normal  and  11  degrees 
above  February,  a  year  ago*  Precipitation  and  snowfall  were  both 
light,  and  there  was  not  over  5n  of  snow  on  the  ground  at  any  time 
during  the  month*  While  the  month  was  more  windy  than  usual,  there 
were  no  high  winds  of  over  50  miles  an  hour  velocity*  Although  birds 
have  been  scarce  this  winter,  reports  of  several  flocks  of  Snow  Bunt¬ 
ings,  Redpolls,  Lapland  Lonspurs,  Prairie  Horned  Larks  and  an  occasion¬ 
al  Robin,  as  well  as  Pine  Siskins  and  Cedar  Waxwings,  showed  a  dis¬ 
tinct  migratory  movement  toward  the  end  of  the  month*  In  spite  of  the 
warm  weather,  the  Bonaparte1 * * * 5 * * s  Gulls  disappeared  after  the  first  week 
of  February. 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Jan,  8  ' 

30‘-  Purple  Finch,  Thorn  Thicket,  Grand  Island (Creighton) 

Feb, 

5  -  Tufted  Titmouse  -  E.  A  urora  (W„  Wild) 

-  Belted  Kingfisher  -  S*  'Wales  (Roger  Pratt)  alsocn  the  12th 

(John  Pratt ) 

6,  also  7,  8  &  9;  K  amlien1 s  Gull,  Buffalo  (Beardslee) 

13  -  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Chestnut  Ridge  (Mrs*  Beadle,  Miss  Moore) 

-  Robin,  -  So*  Wales  (Juliet  Pratt) 

14  -  Ruffed  Grouse,  40  Snow  Bunting,  South  Wales  (M*  H*  James) 

15  -  Cardinal  -  E*  Aurora  (W.  Wild) 

16-1  Belted  Kingfisher,  Niagara  Falls  (Mitchell) 

17  -  Song  Sparrow,  Grand  Island  (  T*&M.  Kelly) 

17  -  10  Common  Redpoll,  (F),  1  Hoary  Redpoll  (f)  Grand  Island  (Eames) 

20  -  Pine  Siskin,  Killdeer,  Crescent  Beach  (Brockner,  Harris) 

20  -  Evening  Grosbeaks,  E*  Aurora,  (Schneckenberger ) 

-  1  Baldpate,  (F)  Grand  Is.,  1  E*  G  oshawk,  Lincoln  Park  (Somerside 

-  Lesser  Scaup  Duck  (F)  Grand  Island  (Mitchell) 

21-2  White-winged  Scoter,  Grand  Island  (Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kratzer) 

-1  Northern  Shrike,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H*  &  R*  Eckler ) 

-  Kumlienis  Gull,  Buffalo  (T*  &  M.  Kelly) 

-  20  Mourning  Dove,  Grand  Island  (Creighton) 

-  1  Song  Sparrow,  Lackawanna  (Winship) 

22  -  Screech  Owl  -  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

23  -  Pine  Siskin  -  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

-  C.  Redpoll,  Snow  Bunting,  Glenwood  (Mrs.  Winship) 
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24  -  12  Species  of  Ducks  includin'1:  1  Bald/oate,  Niagara  River  and 

Evening  Grosbeaks,  Hamburg  (Ed.  Ulrich,  Wm.  Vogt,  Mitchell) 

27- 5  Redhead,  2  Rough-legged  Hawk,  Grand  Island  (Somerside) 

28- 5  Cedar  Waxwing  (F)  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

-  14  European  Partridge,  (F),  3  miles  east  of  Arcade,  Wyoming  Co. 

(Eames ) 

-  12  Redpoll,  4  Gold  finch,  100  Snow  Bunting  (near  Orchard  Park) 

T.  M.  Kelly,  D®  Reynolds,  Somerside) 

-  1  Cooper *s  Hawk,  1  Northern  Shrike,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp (H&R  Eckler ) 

-  1  Red-tailed, ‘ 1  Rougn-legged  Hawk,  3  Sparrow  Hawk,  3  Short-eared 

Owl,  Tonawanda  (Kelly) 

-  1  Evening  Grosbeak  (L)  Hamburg  (Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kratzer).  as  many  as 

20  Evening  Grosbeaks  have  been  seen  by  some  members  in 

the  period  from  Feb.  7  to  28,  always  in  or  near  box 

elder  trees  in  Hamburg* 

-  1  N0rthern  Horned  Lark  (F)  (Glenwood,  Sherman,  Ulrich) 

MARCH 

3-1  Great  Horned  Owl,  Grand  Island,  4  Short-eared  Owl,  Tonawanda, 

(Kelly) 

-  1  Ruddy  Duck  (F)  Grand  Island  (Beardslee) 

•'  20  Pine  Siskin,  Wilson  (Beardslee) 

5  «*  2  Rusty  Blackbird  (F)  Grand  Island  Ferry  (Mrs.  WInship) 

6-2  Eastern  Redwing  (F )  Grand  Island  Ferry  (Mr*  &  Mrs.  Kratzer) 

7  -  Trip  along  Niagara  River ' to  Falls  and  return  via  Grand  Island* 

H*  D.  Mitchell,  leader,  14  members  present.  36  species 
observed,  including  12  species  of  Ducks  (1  Ruddy  Duck  was 
seen)  12  Mourning  Dove,  1  Sharp-shinned  (F)  2  Red-tailed  and 
3  Sparrow  Hawk,  1  Great  Horned  Owl,  5 ' Short-eared  Owl  (Grand 
Island  and  Tonawanda),  2  Purple  Finch,  1  Pine  Siskin  (Dufferin 
Islands )  1  Goldfinch,  and  1  Song  Sparrow. 

-  98  Whistling  Swan  still  at  Erie,  Pa.  (Eames) 

-  3  Baldpate,  Buffalo  Harbor  (Winship)' 

8-1  Robin  -  Buffalo  (Mrs*  Manning,  rep.  by  Mrs.  Kratzer) 

-  1  Pigeon  Hawk,FBuf falo  (Somerside) 

10-1  Saw-whot  Owl  (G),  1  Cowbird  (F)  Grand  Island  (T.  &  M.  Kelly) 

11  -  Large  flock  Snow  Bunting,  Colo  Rd«,  (Mrs.  V/ inship) 

-  1  Holboell » s ' Grebe  (F)  Niagara  River  (Mitchell) 

-  IE.  Redwing,  Grand  Island  Ferry  (Kelly,  Sherman) 

The  King  Eiders  were  still  in  Buffalo  Harbor  on  March  5. 

'HAWK  AND  OWL  BANDING 

Mr®  Richard  H.  Pough  of  the  National  Association  of  Audubon  Societies 
has  a  plan  which  requires  our  cooperation  in  a  project  designed  to  in¬ 
crease  our  knowledge  of  Hawks  and  Owls  through  banding©  He  writes: 

!,The  ordinary  bird  bander  practically  never  has  an  opportunity  to 
band  Hawks,  and  the  operation  of  a  regular  hawk  trapping  station 
has  as  yet  been  triod  by  only  a  few  men. 

If  Hawks  and  Owls  are  to  be  banded  in  significant  numbers.  It  must 
be  done  by  hundreds  of  field  observers,  each  of  whom  knows  the 
'.location  of  a  few  nests  and  get  someone  with  treo  climbers  to 
go  up  and  band  the  nestlings. 
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Handicapped  as  it  is  by  lac1'  r?  inn  .n,  tie  bird-banding  division 
of  the  Biological  Survey  carrot  1  ossibly  issuo  regular  banding 
permits  to  the  number  of  people  who  might  bo  in  a  position  to 
assist  with  this  valuable  work®  To  overcome  this  difficulty,  I 
have  boon  issued  a  pormit  and  bands  for  all  sizes  of  Hawks. 

Won’t  you  urge  your  roadors  to  send  to  me  for  any  quantity  from 
one  up,  that  thoy  can  place 'on  birds  this  spring,  specifying  species 
so  I  can  send  correct  sizes.  A  card  will  go  with  each  band  and 
will  be  returned  to  me  when  the  band  is  placed  on  a  bird,  and  I 
will  clear  all  records,  both  with  the  Survey  and  the  bander,  when 
a  return  is  recorded. 

Breeding  grounds,  wintering  grounds,  spring  and  fall  migration 
routes,  length  of  life,  average  yearly  mortality  —  all  these 
questions  are  awaiting  more  Hawk  banding  to  furnish  the  answers. 

I  suspect  much  of  great  interest  awaits  discovery  concerning 
this  fascinating  group  of  birds  we  know  so  little  about  today. 

Every  active  field  observer  who  has  a  territory  that  he  covers 
regularly  must  know  of  Hawk  and  Owl  nests.  Now  he  can  find  out 
where  the  young  go,  what  becomes  of  them,  do  they  return  to 
breed  nearby,  etc.  This  will  be  a  good  test  of  the  willingness 
of  the  amateur  bird  man  to  make  the  effort  necessary  to  help 
advance  a  branch  of  ornithological  Vr^'fl^dge  through  cooperative 
effort." 

Richard  H.  Pough. 

Please  write  either  to  Mr.  Pough  at  1775  Broadway,  New  York  City  or 
to  the  editor.  We  will  try  to  keep  a  small  suuply  of  bands  on  hand  in 
Buffalo  which  may  be  obtained  on  short  notice,  so  if  you  should  find  a 
nest  with  young  fai&y  well  grown  it  may  not  be  too  late  to  band  them® 
Bo  sure  to  specify  the  species  for  which  the  bands  are  intended. 


NOTES 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Creighton ' played  host  to  a  Screech  Owl  on  February  14 
at  their  home  in  Hamburg®  Emulating  Santa  fl]/vns  it  came  down  the 
Chimney,  but  having  no  presents  to  distribute  was  caught  in  a  net  by 
his  hosts,  and  turned  out. 

To  date  67  species  havo  boen  reported  for  February,  13  of  which  are 
new  for  the  year. 

Mr.  James  Savage  recently  returned  from  a  trip  of  over  8,000  miles, 
during  which  he  journeyed  through  18  states  and  part  of  Moxico.  We 
are  looking  forward  to  seeing  his  motion  pictures  takon  on  the  trip. 

One  of  the  high  lights  was  tho  sight  of  a  California  Candor  in  the 
mountains  of  that  state. 

Mr.  George  North,  in  a  recent  letter,  mentions  a  record  of  an  American 
Eider  which  was  shot  on  tho  Niagara  River,  near  Navy  Island  on  the 
Canadian  side,  on  Nov.  21,  1936*  Tho  specimen  was  sent  to  the  National 
Museum  of  Canada,  and  was  identified  by  P.  A.  Taverner,  to  constitute 
tho  initial  record  for  Ontario.  King  Eiders  appeared  in  November  at 
various  points  in  Ontario,  and  a  Fulmar  was  hooked  by  fishermen  in  S* 
Georgian  Bay  on  November  20,  1936.  Moro  Cardinals  than  usual  are  re¬ 
ported  at  Toronto  and  Hamilton,  and  at  London,  Ont.  it  is  estimated 
that  there  arc  at  least  148  of  this  spocios  in  flocks  about  the  city. 
Georgo  North’s  personal  list  for  1936  for  Southern  Ontario  was  250 
species • 

We  hasten  to  corroct  a  typographical  error  in  tho  January  Prothonotary 
20  Lincoln’s  Sparrows,  not  200,  were  seen  by  Mr.  North  at  Point  Pelee 
on  Oct.  12.  *  3 
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Oil  February  20,  Mr*  Al  bert  B  vaM  ai  d  Harold  Axtell  of  Cornell 
University  arrived  in  Florida  to  'b.Jjrate"  northward  with  the  songbirds, 
making  a  sound  record  of  spring  s on  ;s  of  birds  never  before  taken  in 
this  manner*  Heretofore  in  taking  a  series  of  sound  records,  expedi¬ 
tions  have  gone  South  in  the  spring,  crossing  the  bird  zones  as  the 
songsters  moved  north  and  thereby  about  three  months  of  recording 
was  obtained* ’  By  "migrating”  with  the  birds  several  additional  months 
will  be  added 4 

Mr.  W.  L*  G*  Edson  again  contributes  notes  of  observations  by  the 
Burroughs -Audubon  Nature  Club  of  Rochester*  Noteworthy  records  in¬ 
clude  : 


Week  of  Jan*  24,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Pine  Grosbeack,  Purple 

:  finch; 

Week  of  Jan*  31,  Cowbird,  Pine ' Grosbeak; 

Week  of  Feb*  7,  Pintail,  Coot,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Robin, 

Cedar  Waxwing,  Pine  Grosbeak^  Pine  Siskin,  Song 
f  sparrow; 

Week  of  Feb,  14,  Hooded  Merganser,  Coot,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch, 

Robin,  Cedar  Waxwing,  Pine  Grosbeak,  Pine  Siskin, 
Swamp  Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow. 

Two  very  interesting  letters  from  William  C*  Vaughan  tell  of  his  re¬ 
cent  observations  near  Hanover,  N*  H*  Included  in  the  list  are: 

Evening  Grosbeak  (many).  Pine  Grosbeak  (very  infrequent).  Goldfinch, 
(one).  Prairie  Horned  Lark  (once),  Snow  Bunting  (once).  Brown  Creeper 
(very  common).  Tree  Sparrow  (unusually  rare).  Crow  (very  rare  until 
late  February),  Pileated  Woodpecker  (two  near  dormitory),  Robin  (one 
present  until  late  January),  Hermit  thrush  (one  through  December). 

Reports  from  New  England  include  a  Western  Grebe  seen  December  16, 

1936 0  Many  Groat  Blue  Heron  winter  records,  several  King  Eider  re¬ 
cords;  Hawks  are  reported  scarce.  Grouse  few  in  numbers,  a  Lesser 
Yellowlegs,  collected  Jan,  12  at  Nauset,  Mass,  (Hagar),  the  first 
winter  record  north  of  the  Gulf  States.  Ring  billed  Gulls  on  Cape 
Cod  in  unusually  large  numbers,  European  BlaCk-headed  Gull  at'New- 
berryport,  Dovekics  and  Black  Guillemots  numerous  off  the  coast,  Flickors 
and  Robins  scarce,  many  Bluebirds  on  outer  Cape  Cod, 'Northern  Shrike 
scarce,  an  Orange -crowned  Warbler  at  Belmont,  Jan.  3,  Pine  Warblers  in 
unprecedented 'numbers  on  outer  Cape  Cod  ,  a  Rose  breasted  Grosbeak  at 
Amherst*  Mas s u  as  late  as  Dec*  30,  Crossbills  and  northern  finches 
scarce  almost  everywhere. 

A  inter  bulletin  mentions  2 'White-fronted  Goose  at  Monomoy,  18  Petrels 
(probably  Leach1 s)  at  Chatham,  after  northeast  winds  on  Jan,  27,  a 
Turkey  lultiu?o  at  Simsbury,  Conn*  Jan.  9,  2  wintering  Phocbes,  one  on 
the  Cape  and  one  at  ' Fairfield,  Conn.  (Saunders),  a  western  Pa5_m  Warbler 
at  East ham,  Jan.  17,  a  Yellow-breasted  Chat  found  dead  on  lawn  in 
Worcester,  Jan.  25,  Baltimore  Oriole  at  feeding  station  at  Rockport 
throughout  January;  A  rosy  Finch  (HcpburnTs?)  at  feeding  station  at 
Gorham,  Me.  for  past  2  months. 


WANDER-ING  with  tho  BIRDS  through  FEBRUARY 


1937 

Fob,  7  -  Tho  first  of  tho  migrant  Prairie  Horned  Larks  observed  in 
Lincoln ' Park.  Othor  datos.  Fob*  6,  1936;  Feb.  3,  1935; 

Jan.  24,  1934t  A  Redheaded  Woodpecker  keeping  open  houso  in 
Ellicott  Creek  Park, 
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1957 

Fob®  17  -  Around  Grand  Island*  T’  o  Frown  Crcopor3  in  Buokhom  Park 
making  070s •  Two  pair  of  Sparrow  Hawks  holding  hands*  A 
lono  Sparrow  Hawk  on  a  branch  overhead  partakes  of  a 
field  mouse* 

Feb*  24  •*  Around  Grand  Island*  Skeletons  of  two  Barn  Owls  in  the 
orchard  adjoining  the  old  schoolhouse*  The  birds  wore 
found  tied  together  with  binder  rope  and  hanging  from  a 
branch*  Plucked  a  few  feathers  for  identification  - 
otherwise  a  certain  party  might  claim  "fungus" • 

A  flock  of  fourteen  Mourning  Doves  and  three  Pintails  in 
a  field* 

Off  Buckhorn  an  American  Merganser  came  to  the  surface  with 
a  fishjsix  or  eight  inches  long,  clasped  in  its  bill*  A  great 
Blackbacked  Gull  observing '  the  fisherman  and  v/ishing  to  share  in  the 
feast,  took  after  the  duck*  The  duck  swam  down  stream  but  tho  gull, 
flying*  overtook  it  and  the  duck  dove  just  as  the  Gull  alighted. 

About  a  hundred  feet  down  stream  the  duck  reappeared  on  the  surface 
still  holding  fast  to  the  fish.  The  duck  swam  as  fast  as  possible 
but  tho  waiting  Gull  took  wing  and  soon  over  took  him*  Again  the  duck 
disappeared  under  the  surface  and ' reappeared  at  some  distance  down 
stream  but  again  tho  Gull  pursued!  Eight  or  nine  timos  tho  duck 
appeared  on  tho  surfaco  and  tho  Gull  took  after  it.  All  this  action 
took  place  but  a  short  distanco  offshore,  and,  interested  in  tho 
final  outcome,  wo  followed  the  action  by  backing  our  car  along  tho 
road.  Finally  thore  came  a  time  when  the  duck  could  carry  on  no 
longer  and  he  appeared  on  the  surface  without  the  fish.  The  Gull, 
observing,  this 'time  did  not  take  wing,  but  floated  downstream  and 
joined  the  duck,  both  circling  the  spot,  each  evidently  waiting  for 
the 'fish  to  appear  -  but  no  fish* 

Feb*  28  **  Out  at  dawn  to  hunt  for  Evening  Grosbeaks  -  perhaps  better 

luck  had  it  been  evening.  A  small  flock  of  Common  Redpolls 
on  Mile  Strip  Road  outside  of  Orchard  Park*  A  long  day  but 
few  birds*  And  so  to  the  end  and  a  rendezvous  -  three  Short¬ 
eared  Owls  combing  the  fields  along  Brighton  Road. 

"Tom"  Kelly. 


DID  YOU  KNOW  - 

That  ducks  are  completely  dependent  on  food,  drink  and  other  elements 
that  go  to  make  up  a  favorable  habitat? 

That  the  thought  of  burying  a  dead  horse  or  cow  never  occurs  to  the 
southern  planter?  He  leaves  them  for  the  buzzards  to  dispose  of. 

That  insects  cause  an  annual  loss  to  our  forestry  and  timber  Interests 
of  $100,000,000  and  to  our  agricultural  interests  of  $795,000,000? 

Birds  are  in  the  front  rank  of  insect  enemies. 

MEETING  OF  FEBRUARY  ~ 24th 

Mrs.  Oliver  Swift  presented  a  paper  on  Anti-raptorial  legislation* 
Starting  with  the  first  move  by  the  A*  0.  U,  who  drafted 'a 

model  law  In  1886  ,  she  built  her  program 'up  to  the  present  time. 

Now,  by  the  aid  of  scientific  information,  and  with  the  help  of  the 
U*  S.  Biological  Survey,  more  intelligent  and  concerted  effort  can  be 
brought  to  bear  on  the  proper  legislative  bodies  with  more  hopeful 
results  than  in  the  past*  The  talk  opened  the  way  for  a  general 
discussion  on  one  of  the  most  vital  of  conservation  measures* 

The  suggestion  of  having  open  discussion  on  various  questions  proved 
so  acceptable  that  the  members  voted  to  devote  the  last  30  minutes  of 
every  meeting  to  an  open  forum  on  any  questions  which  the  members 
wish  to  discuss. 


Sherman. 
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MEETING  0, 


M,  ii 


vi I  XO , 


Mr.  Emil  Gutekundgt  gavo  an  informal  talk  on  ’’Bee  Culture"  which 
won  as  much  interested  attention  from  the  members  as  any  previous 
program  on  birds*  He  laid  particular  emphasis  on  the  question  of 
Queen  bee  development  for  establishing  new  colonies*  With  ready 
response  he  answered  our  many  questions  in  an  enlightening  and 
educational  way. 

A.  E.  Sherman. 


FUTURE  EVENTS 


MEETINGS; 

March  24  -  8:00  P.  M.NlahJls  School,  Cottle  Room, 

History  of  theories  of  migration 
Mr.  R.  M.  Verrill. 

April  14  -  8:00  P.  M.  Bird  Pictures, 

Mr.  James  Savage. 


FIELD  TRIPS; 

March  20  -  Transit  Rd.  &  Clarence  "sinks",  Mr .Geo .C .Kratzer , 
leader.  Moot  at  Main  St.  &  City  Line,  1:00  P.M. 

March  28  -  Monthly  Census. 

April  4  -  Spring  Duck  Census. 

Loader  -  Clark  S.  Beardsleo, 

Territory  designation  will  be  made  at  the  March 
24  meeting*  Will  out  of  town  members  please 
cover  their  local  areas  and  report  their  observa¬ 
tions  to  Mr.  Beardslee  as  soon  as  possible. 

Our  Saturday  morning  walks  in  Delaware  Park  will  begin  on 
March  27.  Moot  at  daybreak  at  Windsor  Rd.  entranco^ 


EDITOR IS  NOTE 

Prothonotary  subscription  prico:  50^  per  year,  payable. to  Treasurer. 
Please  send  In  your  notes  for  the  next  issue  before  April  7,  1937* 

Editor-  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Ave.,  Buffalo, _N*  Y.  _ 

Business  Manager:  Mrs.  Geo.  Kratzor,  140  Wardman  Rd.,  Kenmore,  _*•  • 
Treasurer:  Miss  Bertha  Schwcngor,  526  Delaware  Ave  .Buffalo,  N.Y* 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY — 

■  . — ■  i  i  »  ■  ■  '  '  ■  ■  11  1  *  . .  *  *  ' 

Honorary  President  -  James  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Buffalo, 
President  -  Alfred  D*  Wander,  175  Saranac  Ave.,  Buffalo,  .  . 

V-,  President-  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  275  Mulberry  St.,  Buffalo,  1  .Y. 

Secretary  -  Miss  Alice  E.  Sherman,  1144  Kenmore  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N. 

Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield,  44  Buf*  al°"  1  * 

Statisticians-  Clark  S.  Beardsleo  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell. 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 
 Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


Reversing  the  trend  of  the  previous  three  months,  March  temperatures 
averaged  over  3  degrees  below  normal  and  on  none  of  the  last  23  days  of 
the  month  was  the  temperature  over  1  degree  above  normal.  Snowfall  ex- 
oseded  the  average  for  the  month,  but  total  precipitation  was  .76”  be¬ 
low  normal.  While  there  were  no  winds  of  over  45  miles  per  hour  velo¬ 
city,  the  month  was  more  windy  than  usual.  Weather  conditions  tended 
to  retard  migration  considerably;  for  example,  Robins  are  usually 
common  in  Buffalo  by  the  25th  but  this  year  they  were  a  week  late# 
Bluebirds  were  similarly  at  least  a  week  lato  in  arriving.  The 
Clarence  !rSinksn  were  frozen  during  most  of  the  month  and  very  few 
ducks  were  seen  there. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


FEBRUARY 

24-1  Great  Blue  Heron  (F)  Grand  Island  (Fame's-) 
MARCH 


4  -»  8  Short -eared  Owl,  seen  at  one  time,  near  Brighton  Road,  Tonawanda 

( Somers ide ) 

10  -  15  Canada  Goose  (F),  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (J .  Madison) 

13  -  At  Erie,  Pa.  13  Ring-necked  Duck,  Presque  Isle  (Bourne) 

14- 1  Ring-necked  Duck  (F)  Grand  Island  (Beardslee,  Somerside) 

-  4  White-winged  S0dter,  1  Hooded  Merganser  (F)  1  Marsh  Hawk, 

1  Bronzed  Grackle,  Niagara  River  (Duttweiler,  Schwenger) 

1  Marsh -Hawk,  Grand  Island  (Somerside) 

15- 1  Short -eared  Owl,  6  mi.  so.  of  Lockport  (Bourne) 

17  -  18  Canada  Goose,  Grand  Island  (J.  Fritz-rep.  by  Somerside) 

18  -  30  Robin,  'E*  Elma  (Burman,  Rep.,  by  Simmons) 

3  Gadwallt,  Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

19-1  Goshawk,  Hamburg  (Bourne) 

20  -  18  Redwing,  50  Snow  Bunting,  Grand  Island  (Somerside) 

1  Killdeer,  South  Wales  (James) 

21-8  Killdeer,  Sandusky  (Creighton) 

1  Killdeer,  1  Great  Blue  Heron,  Grand  Island  (Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kratzer, 

Reynolds,  Somorside) 

<1  Killdeer,  20  Pine  Siskins,  Chestnut  Ridge  (Bourne) 

22  -1  Flicker  (F)  Hamburg  (Creighton) 

2  Canada  Goose,  Millville,  1  Kumlien’s  Gull,  Buffalo,  1  Cooper’s 

Hawk,  Oak  Orchard  (Beardslee) 

23-1  Bluebird' (F)  Orchard  Park  (John  Pratt,  rep.  James) 

25  Redwing,  Little  Valley  (H.  C.  Vaughan) 

1  Bluebird  (F)  1  Song  Sparrow,  1  Goldfinch,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 
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28  - 


29  - 
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31  - 


APRIL 

1  - 


2  - 


3  - 


4  - 
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200  Canada  Goose,  many  Robins  and  Redwings ,  Oak  Orchard 

(H  &  R  Eckler,  J .  Madison) 

2  Whistling  Swan,  1  Migrant  Shrike  (F),  3  Cowbird  (F), 

6  Robin,  Grand  Island  (T.&  M.  Kelly) 

4  Grit  Blue  Heron,  600  Lapland  Longspur,  Grand  Is.  (Mrs .Madison ) 

3  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  Evans,  1  Cardinal,  Silver  Creek  (Beardslee 
6  Lapland  Longspur,  4  Snow  Bunting,  Oak  Orchard  (H.&R.Eckler ) 

Song  Sparrows  Common 

2  Blue-winged  Teal  (F),  1  Swamp  Sparrow  (P),  175  Lapland  Longspur 

Grand  Island  (Verrill) 

1  Pileated  Woodpecker  (F)  South  Wales  (James) 

1  Bonaparte *s  Gull,  Ft.  Erie,  Ont .  Meadowlark  (F)  Port  Colborne, 
100  Robin,  Point  Abino,  Ontario,  5  Bluebird,  Shirkston, Ont . 

(Brockner ) 

1  Great  Horned  Owl,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

1  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  Grand  Island  (Duttweiler,  Schwenger) 

1  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  Pembroke,  1  Belted  Kingfisher,  Batavia 

(Beardslee ) 

6  Redpoll,  Grand  Island  (Verrill) 

1  Goshawk,  Amherst,  1  Flicker,  E.  Aurora  (James) 

1  Phoebe  (F)  Franklinvllle  (Wm.  Vaughan) 

1  Phoebe  (Fj 'Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo  (Holderbaun) 

1.  Meadowlark,.  Evans  (McDonald,  Schwepger) 

50  Snow  Bunting,  Lancaster  (Swift ) 

1  Belted  Kingfisher,  1  Meadowlark,  Franklinvllle  (Wm .Vaughan ) 

1  Snowy  Owl  (L)  3  Meadowlark,  25  Cowbird,  1  Phoebe,  Grandllsland 
1  Migrant  Shrike,  Tonawanda  (Verrill) 

1  Red-headed  Woodpecker,  So.  Wales  (Roger  Pratt) 

1  Migrant  Shrike,  Gt •  Horned  Owl,  Boston  (Baker, Madison, Rosa ) 

1  Goshawk,  Arcade  (Wm.  Vaughan) 

1  Long-eared  Owl,  Lincoln  Park  (Mitchell) 

1  H0rned  Grebe  (F),  11 'Hooded  Merganser,  BraddockTs  Bay, 

2  European  Widgeon  (F),  1  Coot  (F),  1  Migrant  Shrike,  Long  Pond 

(Sherman) 

1  Pied-billed  Greoe  (P),  LaSalle,  18  Great  Blue  Heron,  2  Gadwall 
1  Hocdod  Merganser,  Grand  Island  (Mitchell,  Verrill) 

1  European  Partridge,  picked  up  dead,  So. Wales  (James) 

2  European  Widgeon,  Buffalo  Harbor  (Winship) 

3  Horned  Grebe,  Niagara  River,  1  American  Bittern(F),  4  Hooded 
Merganser,  3  Blue-winged  Teal,  1  Towhee  (F)  Grand  Island, 

(Brockner,  Somersido) 

1  Black-crowned  Night  Heron  (F)  Delaware  Park  (Holderbaum) 

2  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Delaware  Park,  1  Golden-cr.  Kinglet,  Forest 

Lawn  (Brockner,  Mitchell) 

SPRING  DUCK  CENSUS,  C.  S.  Beardslee,  Loader,  Territory  covered 

as  follows : 

-  Buffalo  Harbor  and  Niagara  River,  James  Savage, 

-  Canadian  Shore  to  Port  Colborne,  Ed.  Ulrich  and  Al.  Wander, 

-  u  "  Port  Colborne  to  Port  Maitland,  Mrs.  Reynolds 

and  C.  A.  Somerside, 

-  Grand  Island,  C.S.  Beardslee,  Fred  Pralatowski,  B.  Schwenger, 

Ray  Verril,  Wm.  Vaughan, 

-  Braddock’s  Bay  and  Lake  Ontario  Shore,  A.  Sherman 

-  Lake  Erie  Shore  to  Barcelona,  W.  Brockner,  and  H.  Hallett. 


2 


*  *  * 


H  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  M.  Baker,  Mr 


Eckler.  Miss  Kni 


^•1-  4- 
.  .LU-, 


,  j.ix  •  CC  li 


Mrs 


Eamo  s 


Mr 


Mr  8 

Madison,  II c  D.  Mitchell, 


J 

K 

L 

M 

N 


Tom  Kelly, 


Creighton, 


E.  Rosa,  35 d.  Seeker • 

Clarence  Sinks  and  Tonawanda,  R#  Cobb 
Rushford  Lake  Region,  Mr.  and 
South  Wales  to  Sardinia,  Mabel  II.  James 
Leroy,  Fred  Hazclton. 

Batavia,  Mrs.  Ora  Pixley. 

List  follows,  letters  refer  to  above  groups: 


&  Mr  s  • 

E  .Prochnow, 


Horned  G-rebe  8  (D)  Pied-billed  G-rcbe  18  Great  Blue  Pleron  65,  Black- 
Crowned  Right  Heron  4  (D),  Common  Mallard  61,  Common  and  Red-legged 
Black  Duck  594,  Baldpate  176,  Pintail  373,  Green-winged  Teal  4  (D,H) 
Blue-winged  Teal  86, Shoveller  3  (D), Redhead  182,  Canvasback  488, 

Greater  and  Lesser  Scaup  Duck  1581  (mostly  the  former).  Ring-necked 
Duck  287,  Golden-eye  1517,  Bufflehead  74,  Old  Squaw  140,  Ruddy  Duck 
6  (D),  Hooded  Merganser  26,  American  Merganser  627,  Red-breasted 
Merganser  208,  Canada  Goose  1284,  Whistling  Swan  3  (C,  D),  Turkey 
Vulture  3  (H),  Marsh  Hawk  29,  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  10  (E,  F),  Red-tailed 
Hawk  27,  Red-shouldered  Hawk  10,  Rough-legged  Hawk  8  (D,F,J),  Duck  Hawk 
1  (K),  Pigeon  Hawk  8  (E,F)  Sparrow  Hawk  50,  Osprey  2  (E),  Ring-necked 
Pheasant  229 P  Mourning  Dove  56,  Killdeer  235  Woodcock  7  (D,K,L), 
Glaucous  Gull  1, Iceland  Gull  1  ( 3 ),  Kumlien1  s  Gull  1  (3),  Great  Black- 
backed  Gull  3  (A.  E),  Herring  Gull  1953,  Ring-billed  Gull  349, 'Bona¬ 
parte  ! s  Gull  44,  Great  Horned  Owl  1  (D),  Belted  Kingfisher  14,  Northern 
Flicker  1  (F),  Hairy  Woodpecker  7,  Downy  Woodpecker  19,  Phoebe  25, 
Prairie  Horned  Lark  156, Tree  Swallows  (II),  Blue  Jay  13  (D,  E,  J),  Crow 
jl833,  Elack-capned  Chickadee  56,  Tufted  Titmouse  4  (F)? White  Breasted 
Nuthatch  29,  Brown  Creeper  1  (F),  Winter  Wren  1  (D)?  Robin  932,  Bluebird 
256,  Golden- crowned  Kinglet  16 j Cedar  Waxwing  7  (D), Migrant  Shrike  7(E) 
Starling  3703,  English  Sparrow  858,  Meadowlark  252,  E.  Redwing  1254, 
Rusty  Blackbird  23  (D,  E,  H),  Bronzed  Grackle  363,  Cowbird  184, 

Purple  Finch  6  (D ),  Goldfinch  3  (B,  E),  Vesper  Sparrow  2  (K),Tree  Sparrow 
72,  Slate-cr lored  Junco  44,  Swamp  Sparrow  1  (H)^Song  Sparrow  881, 
Lapland  Lonspur  200  (E  )f  Snow- Bunting  2  (B) 

Total  83  Species,  19,321  Individuals 
1936  Total  80  Species , over22, 000  Individuals 


APRIL 

5  -  American  Bittern,  Grand  Island  Ferry,  2  Kumlien1 s  Gull,  Bird  Ave. 

( Beardslee ) 

1  Greater  Yellowlegs  (F)  Burnt  Ship  Creek,  1  Glaucous  Gull, 

Grand  Island  (Klepfer) 

1  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  (F)  Buffalo  (Somerside) 

6- 1  King  Eider  -  Buffalo  Harbor  (Mitchell) 

7- 2  Field  Sparrow  (F),  1  Hermit  Thrush  (F)  Lincoln  Park  (Somerside) 

2  Fox  Sparrow  (F),  6‘  Hermit  Thrush  (F)  Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

1  Savannah  Sparrow  (F)  Buffalo  (Brockner) 

8- 4  Fox  Sparrow,  1  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker,  Forest  Lawn  (Kelly, 

Mansfield) 

Vesper  Sparrow,  Field  Sparrow,  Buffalo  (Brockner) 

2  Pectoral  Sandpiper  (F)  Oak  Orchard  (Beardslee) 

NOTES' 

We  welcome  Mrs.  D.  M.  Reynolds  and  Mr.  Roger  Cobb  as  associate  members 
of  our  society. 

Records  for  March  total  84  soecies,  19  of  these  being  new  species  for 
the  year,  as  compared  with  94  total  and  38  new  species  in  March  1936, 
when  the  weather  was  much  milder. 


' 


/ 


. 


-  • 


conducting  a  class  on  Botany  and  Bind  Study 


^  -O 

Oi 


Henning 


Ho  o 


Miss  Mabel  H.  James  is 

3ach  Tuesday  during  the  spring  undor  the  auspices 
Institute  of  Buffalo,-, 

In  early  October  1936 
;ho  shore  of  Lake  Erie  < 

Logical  Survey  reported  to 
57  1936  at  Scarecrow  Isle^ 

Mr.  C.  A  .  Somers ide ,  on  a  recent  trip  to  Akron,  Ohio, 


The  Garden  Center 


me 
>  Mr 


Gull  Band 

grounds  of  Bethlehem 
17 a  ns hir ' t ha t  this  Gull 


34-660155  was 
ol  Co. 


e  -!-p 

KJ  V_/ 


Lake  Huron,  Mich,  by  F *  E. 


found  on 
The  Bio- 
as  banded  June 
Ludwig • 


few  observations „  On  March  £6  he  noted 


among 


others  7 


found  time 
species  of 


for 


Ducks  and  1  Picd-billed  C-rcbe  mostly  on  Wingfoct  Lake,  1  Whistling  Swan 
and  3  Mute  Swan  on  Silver  Lake  and  7  Coot.  On  the  27th  12  Phoebe  were 
observed,  and  on  the  23tli  2  Bonaparte’s  Gull  at  Milton  Lake,  Ohio,  12 
species  of  ducks  mostly  at  Presque  Isle,  Erie  Pa.  and  including  1 
European  Widgeon  at  Conneaut  Lake,  Pa. 

On  April  4.  the  day  of  our  duck  census,  Mr.  George  North  observed, 
at  Hamilton/ Ont.,  the  following  birds:  Mallard  20,  Red-1. &  c.  Black 
Buck  300.  Gad wall  2  Galdpatc  50,  Pintail  20,  European  Teal  2,^Groen- 

m " 


winged  Tea 


IQ.  Blue-winged  Teal  3,  Wood  Buck  2,  Redheaded  150,  Ring- 
necked  Buck  150 ,  Canvasback  300,  Gt.  Scaup  2000  Lesser  Scaup  50,  Gold- 
cn-eyo  100.  Bufflehcad  29  Old  Squaw  1,  Ruddy  Buck  2,  Hooded  Merg.  6, 
line r o  Merge  20*  Rcd-br©  Merg.  120,  Among  others,  1  Loon,  12  Holboell’s 
Grebe v  2  Horned  Grebe,  22  Rcd-tailcd,  1  Red— shouldered,  1  Cooper’s; 

1  Marsh  and  1  Sparrow  Hawk,  3  Coot,  20  Gt •  Black-backed  Gull,  1  Phoebe, 


Northern  and  1  Migran 


j  I  In 


kc,  2  Cardinal,  4  Evening  Grosbeak,  3  Red¬ 


poll  and  1  Lapland  Longspur  were  on  Mr.  North’s  list.  He  reports  that 
Bon  Hassell  on  March  26  saw  150  Snow  Bunting,  50  Lapland  Longspur,  250^ 
Northern  Horned  Lark  and  2  European  Partridge  in  a  field  on  the  mountain 

above  Hamilton.  r 

On  February  20,  Mr.  North  in  company  with  Mr.&Mrs.  Ed.  He none  01 
London, 'observed  at  Toronto  several  interesting  birds,  including  1 
Flicker,  l  White -throated  Sparrow,  1  Purple  Finch,  10  Redpoll,  2  Pmc 
Siskin.  1  Arctic  Horned  Owl,  1  Carolina  Wren,  4  Rusty ^ Blackbird,  and 
1  Mockingbird,  which  has  been  scon  near  2  Moore  Av.  since  October  1936, 
and  which  is  said  to  be  singing  at  present.  A  few  Evening  Grosbeaks 
have  been  attending  a  feeding  station  at  the  head  of  Hess  St.  Hamilton 
since  January©  Mr.  North  saw  Hoary  Redpolls  March  6  &  29,  a  Duck 
Hawk,  March  28  &  29,  Bluebird  Fob.  27,  Iiolbocll’s  Grebe  March  6,  Loon, 
Gadwall  and  European  Teal  first  seen  March  28.  1  Red-throated  Loon 
Apr*  3o  On  March  26  he 
seeds  from  the  clot-bur 


found  - 
that  he  was 


siskin  so  intent  on  getting  the  tiny 


able  to  capture  it  in  his  cap l 


BOOK  REVIEW 


A  recent  New  York  State  Museum  Handbook  entitled,  "Ecology  of  the 
Birds  cf  Quaker  Run  Valley,  Allegany  State  Park,  New  York  by  Arc t as 
A„  Saunders,  should  bo  in  the  hands  of  all  of  our  memoers.  As  Mr » 
Saunders  states,  "Ecology  is  tho  relation  of  living  things  to  their 
environments  —  -  tho  ecologist,  even  though  ho  is  specializing  on  a 
singlo  group  of  plants  or  animals,  must  become  more  or  less  of  an  all¬ 
round  naturalist,  and  somewhat  of  a  geologist,  17  nc  is  to  c  a  c  o 
interpret  completely  the  ecology  of  the  group  on  which  he  opccia  izcs, 

- The  old-fashioned  naturalist,  who  for  a  time  gave  place  to  tho 

specialist,  is  coming  back  again  as  an  ecologist.1  Mr.  Saunders  first 
covers  the  subject  of  Ecology  of  birds  in  a  general  way,  an  -  e 
follows  with  the  ecology  of  a  bird  community,  as  illustrated  by  the 
breeding  birds  of  Quaker  Run  Valley,  and  finally  the  ecology  o  c 
single  species,  illustrated  by  the  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird.  ihe  book 
is  a  notable  contribution  to  the  natural  history  of/^stern  New  Yor.j, 
and  should  be  an  incentive  to  others  to  treat  a  variety  o-  localitic 
in  our  territory  in  a  similar  way • 
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H.  B.  Mitchell 
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. 


meet: 


*rn 
-1.  AT 


OP  March  24 


Mr 9  R «  Mr.  Vorril  presented 


corjp.'c.i  .sere  end  very  interesting  paper 
on  the  history  of  the  theories  of  migration*.  He  likened  this  biannual 
pilgrimage .  to  a  spactacular  rytlim  of  nature  -  dramatic  and  awe  inspir¬ 
ing.  The  intelligence  displayed  by  animals  and  birds  in  migration  is 
a  matter  of  wonder  to  most  of  us . 

Mr.  Verr ill  discussed  migration  .from  many  angles,  from  the  supersti¬ 
tions  attached  to  it  by  ancient  peoples  to  the  most  modern  theories. 
Conditions  affecting  food,  climate,  reproductive  cycle,  habits  (some 
possibly  carried  over  from  the  glacial  period)  and  length  of  daylight 
were  all  discussed  at  length*  Very  likely  a  combination  of  several  of 
the  above  conditions  determine  bird  migrations  and  it  appears  that  much 
work  can  still  be  done  in  this  interesting  field. 

Plans  for  the  annual  spring  duck  census  were  presented  by  the  leader, 
Mr.  C.  S.  Beardslee. 


MEETINGS: 

April  14 
April  28 
May  12 

HELD  TRIPS: 


FUTURE  EVENTS 

at  Nichols  School,  Cottle  Room,  8:00  P. 
Bird  Pictures,  James  Savage, 

Warbler  Songs,  C,  S.  Beardslee, 

Plans  for  spring  census,  A.  D.  Wander. 


M. 


April  18:  Monthly ' Census . 

April  25:  Dunkirk, Bear  Lake  and  Gowanda 

Leader,  Miss  Sherman,  Tel.  DE-4559 
Meet  7:00  A«M.  at  Niagara  Square,  opposite 
Athletic  Club  on  Delaware  Ave .  Bring  Luch. 
May  8  &  9:  Linesville,  Pa.  and  Puymatuning  Lake.  Detailed 

plans  to  be  made  at  April  28  meeting. 

May  16:  Spring  Census. 

Saturday  morning  walks :  Meet  Windsor  Road 
entrance  Delaware  Park  about  6:00  A.M. 


EDITOR  * S  NOTE 

Prothonotary  subscription  price:  50^  per  year,  payable  to  Treasurer, 
Please  send  in  your  notes  for  the  next  issue  before  May  5,  1937. 

If  you  have  failed  to  receive  your  issue  of  the  Prothonotary  for  any 
pact  month,  please  notify  the  editor. 


Editor:  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Business  Manager:  Mrs.  Geo.  Kratzer,  140  Wardman  Rd.,  Kenmore,  N.  Y. 
Treasurer:  Miss  Bertha  Schwenger,  526  Delaware  Ave .Buffalo, N.Y. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY' 

Honorary  President  -  James  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 
President  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Vfl  President-  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  275  Mulberry  St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Secretary  -  Miss  Alice  E.  Sherman,  1144  Kenmore  Ave. Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield  44  Wingate  Ave. Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Statisticians  -  Clark  S.  Beardslee  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell. 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buf f a 1 o ,  New  York 

THE  MONTH 


April  was  a  normal  month  as  far  as  temperatures  are  concerned,  but 
rainfall  was  heavy,  as  over  2"  more  rain  than  usual  fell  during  the 
month*  The  flooded  condition  of  the  fields  may  have  helped  to  account 
for  an  unusual  number  of  such  water  birds  as  Horned  Grebes,  Old  Squaw, 
Buffleheads  and  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  which  were  found  on  many  small  ponds 
far  removed  from  large  bodies  of  water,  on  or  about  the  weekend  of  the 
17th  and  18th*  The  dabbling  ducks,  however,  have  been  less  common  than 
usual*  •  • 

The  early  sparrows  were  slow  in  arriving,  but  toward  the  end.  of  the 
month  migration  was  not  far  from  normal. 

•  High  winds:  54  mi.  per  hr.  on  April  6th* 


13 

14 


16  - 


17  - 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


APRIL 

6  - 
8  — 

10  - 

mm 

11  - 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 


( Creighton ) 

Buffalo  (Mitchell) 


Hermit  Thrush  (P)  Bay  View 
Kumlien!s  Gull  (L)  Bird  Av 
Common  Loon  (P) 

Glaucous  Gull  (L)  Buffalo  (Sherman) 

Wood  Duck  (P)  1  Wilson  Snipe  (P)  Oak  Orchard  (H 
Wood  Duck  (P)  Hidden  Lake,  Indian  Palls  (Brockner 


5c 


R  Eckler ) 
Hallett ) 


L •  Snow 
Ruffed 


Goose '(F)  Oak  Orchard 


(  II  5:  R  Eckler,  G  5c  G  Kratzer 
Grouse,  Oak  Orchard  (Mrs.  Pixley)  /Brockner,  Hallett) 

Purple  Martin  ( P )  Ba  t  a  v  I  a  ( I  !r  s  •  P  i  x  1  e  y ) 

2  European  Widgeon  (F)  5  Ruddy  Duck,  Grand  Island 

1  Holboell’s  Grebe  (Mrs*  Mansfield,  Robert  Mansfield) 

2  Myrtle  Warbler  (P)  Sinking  Ponds,  E*  Aurora  (James) 

Ruddy  Duck,  Lake  Loroy  (Hazelton,  Pixley) 

5  Barn  Swallow '(F)  Akron  (G  &  G  Kratzer) 

2  Wilson  Snipe,  1  Pox  Sparrow,  Oak  Orchard  (Lames) 

At  least  50  bach  of  Great  Blue  and  Black-crowned  Night  Herons  at 


-  1  Ruby-cr 
18  -  15'  Coot 


4 

5 


Coot 

Coot 


nests.  Grand  Island  (G  5c  G  Kratzor,  Reynolds,  Somcrside, 

Brockner,  Mitchell) 

Kinglet  (P)  1  White -throated  Sparrow (F)  Forest  Lawn 

(Mitchell ) 

(P)  2  Mute  Swan  (P)  13  Purplo  Martin  Chautauqua  Lake 

(G  £c  G  Kratzer) 

(F)  50  Lapland  Longspur,  Grand  Island  (Vorrill) 


(P)  1 


Rough-w 


Swallow  (F)  Buck!s  Pond  (Schwenger,Duttweilc 


% 


* 


APRIL 
18  - 


19  - 

20  - 
22  - 


25  - 
24  - 


888  Horned  Grebes,  from  many  locations  (8  parties) 

2337  Bonaparte *s  Gulls  "  "  "  ,  including  me.ny  small 

lakes  and  streams  (7  parties ) 

2680  Old  Squaw  from  many  locations.  Including  many  small  lakes 

and  quarry  holes  (8  parties) 

3  European  Partridge,  1  Upland  Plover  (P)  Holland  (James) 

100  Canada  Goose,  Leroy  (Eazelton) 

1  Osprey,  Oak  Orchard  (Reynolds,  Somerside) 

1  Rough-w,  SwallowF70  Tree  Swallow,  Oak  Orchard (Moore, Mitchell ) 
249  Bufflehead  from  many  locations  (7  parties) 

1  Cooper  fs  Hawk,  Leroy  (Iiazelton) 

1  Chipping  Sparrow  (P)  Hamburg  (Creighton) 

1  Surf  Scoter  (F)  Adult  Male,  Buffalo  Harbor  (Mitchell) 

1  Spotted  Sandpiper  (F)  Horse  Shoe  Lake,  Batavia  (Mrs.  Pixley) 

6  Common  Tern  (F)  Niagara  River  -  at  Peace  Bridge,  also  Ont . 

Record  (Mitchell) 

Broad-winged  Ilawk'(F)  Springville  (Fischer) 

"  ,  Bald  Eagle,  Oak  Orchard  (Brown,  Sherman, 

H  &  R  Eckler) 


-  2  Cardinal,  Pt .  Abino,  Ont.  (James) 

-  Grasshopper  Sparrow  (F)  Oak  Orchard  (  H  &  R  Eckler) 

25  -  Florida  Gallinule  (F)  Tifft  St.  Buffalo  (Kelly,  Ulrich) 

Cardinal,  Horse  Shoe  Lake  (Mrs.  Pixley) 

-  Bear  Lake  trip,  15  present,  A  lice  Sherman,  Leader, 

75  species  observed.  Including  2  Green  Heron  (F)  (Derby),  1  Sora 
(F)  Tifft  St.,  4  Ruddy  Duck  (Dunkirk)  5  Marsh  Hawk,  73  Sharp- 
shinned  Hawk,  (between  Woodlawn  and  Dunkirk),  1  Cooper fs  Hawk, 

1  Red-tailed  Hawk,  1  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  1  Osprey  (Stockton) 

2  Sparrow  Hawk,  1  Whip-poor-will  (F)  (Derby),  1  Henslow!s 
Sparrow  (F)  (Sturgeon  Point),  40  Barn,  20  Tree,  40  Rough-winged 
and  1  Bank  Swallow  (F)  (Gowanda),  1  Migrant  Shrike,  2  Myrtle 
’Warbler,  2  W.  Palm  Warbler  (F)  Derby,  2  Yellow  Palm  Warbler,  # 
(See  note)  (Silver  Creek),  2  Brown  Thrasher  (F),  Silver  Creek, 

2  Golden  and  8  Ruby-crowned  Kinglets,  28  Hermit  Thrush. ' 

*  This  record  should  be  given  "hypothetical1'  status  only,  as  no 
specimen  of  " hypo chry sea"  has  been  taken  in  otir  territory.  These  are 
the  first  Palm  Warblers  out  of  a  great  many  which  I  have  seen  in  West¬ 
ern  N.  Y.  which  showed  complete  yellow  undorparts,  and  in  which  the 
yellow  was  apparently  fully  as  bright  as  tho  average  Yellow  Palm 
Warbler  which  I  have  observed  in  spring  migration  in  Eastern  Mass. 

The  variation 'in  the  brightness  of  the  yellow  of  different  specimens 
of  "palmarum",  however,  makes  identification  of  "hypo  chry  sea1’  in  the 
field,  in  this  territory,  difficult,  especially  in  view  of  the  lack 
of  actual  specimens  taken  here. 

H.  D.  Mitchell 


26- 1  Kingbird  (F)  Hamburg  (Creighton) 

27- 1  Veory  (F)  ”  " 

-  15  Sharp-shinned  and  25  Broad-winged  Hawks,  between  Buffalo  and 
Silver  Creek  (James,  Madison) 

28- 1  Lesser  Yellowlegs  (F)  Oak  Orchard  (Beardslce) 

29  -  Northern  Water  Thrush  (F)  50  Goldfinch,  Oak  Orchard  (Mrs.  Pixley) 
30-1  Caspian  Tern,  Goat  Is.,  Niagara  River  (Mitchell) 

1  Cardinal,  Port  Colborne,  Ont.  (James) 
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MAY 

1- 2  House  Wren  (?)  1  Veer/,  Ebenezer  (Brookner ) 

1  "  (?)  Grand  Island  (Somerside) 

1  "  "  (F)  Batavia,  1  Black  &  Y/hitc  './artier  (?) 

1  Bl.-throatcd  Green  Warbler  (?)  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Mrs. Pixley) 

3  Chimney  Swift  (?)  Buffalo  (Brockncr) 

Trip  to  Delaware  Park  &  Porcst  Lawn,  Brockncr,  Secbcr, 
Holderbaum:  List  included: 

1  Magnolia  Warbler  (?),  1  Black-throated  Green  Warbler  (?) 

1  Crested  Plycatchcr  (?),  1  Catbird  (?)  1  Black-throated  Green 
Warbler  (?)  1  Kingbird,  -  Holland  (Vorrill) 

1  House  Wren  (?),  1  Magnolia  Warbler  (P),  So.  Wales  (James) 

2  Virginia  Rail  (?)  1  Prairie  Marsh  Wren  (?)  Grand  Island  Perry 

(T  &  M  Kelly] 

12  Greater  Ycllowlegs,  2  Upland  Plover,  Wchrlc  Drive  ,  Amherst 

(Avery,  Mitchell) 

2- 2  Least  Plycatchcr  (?)  N.  Water  Thrush,  B  &  White  Warbler, 

Lincoln  Park  (Kelly) 

1  Least  Flycatcher,  Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

6  Bl.  &  White  Warbler,  Como  Park  (Verrill) 

1  Blue-headed  Vireo  (F )  Delaware  Park  (Ulrich) 

1  Blue-headed  Vireo  (F)  So.  Wales  (James) 

1  Blue -headed  Vireo  (?)  Gowanda  (Somerside) 

1  Yellow 'Warbler  (?)  N.  Water  Thrush,  Oak  Orchard  (H  &  R  Eckler ) 

3  -  Redstart,  South  Wales  (James) 

Magnolia  Warbler,  Kenmore  (Beardslee) 

1  Bobolink  (F)  1  WoodThrush  (?)  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

4  -  Ovenbird(F)  Redstart,  Oak  Orchard  (Mrs.  Pixley) 

Bobolink,  Oak  Orchard  (H  h  R  Eckler) 

Solitary  Sandpiper  -  Sinking  Ponds,  E.  Aurora  (James) 

5-1  Cape-May  Warbler  (?),  1  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  (?) 

1  Veery,  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.  (Beardslee) 

1  White-crowned  Sparrow,  2  Nashville  Warbler,  Delaware  Park, 

(Mitchell) 

7-1  Chestnut-sided  Warbler  (F)  Lincoln  Park  (Verrill) 

Baltimore  Oriole  (?)  Oak  Orchard  (Mrs.  Pixley) 

1  Red-headed  Woodpecker,  2  Baltimore  Oriole  (P)  Dunkirk 
1  Lincoln* s  Sparrow  (F)  Barcelona,  1  Cooper *s  Hawk  &  nest, 

Barcelona,  IN.  Yollowthroat ,  1  Golden-cr.  Kinglet  (L)  Dunkirk 

(Beardslee ) 

1  Cliff  Swallow  (F)  Delaware  Park  Lake  (Mitchell) 

1  Rough  Legged  Hawk  (L),  Tonawanda,  (Somerside) 

8  -  Piping  Plover  (F)  Shirkston,  Ont  (M.  ’Kelly) 

Prothonotary  Warbler  (?)  Wood  Thrush, Oak  Orchard  (H  &  R  Eckler) 

Enroute  to  Puymatuning  Lake,  Pa.  several  parties  observed  in 
our  territory:  2  Bald  Eagle,  Ripley  Kingbird,  1  Wood  Pewee(P) 

1  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  (?)  Gowanda  (Somerside)  2  Tufted  Tit¬ 
mouse,  Cardinal,  2  Lincoln* s  Sparrow;  Barcelona;  20  House  Wren 
1  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  (?)  Derby  (North)  2  Veery,  1  Blue¬ 
headed  Vireo,  1  Warbling  Vireo  .(F  )Woodlawn  (North),  14  Warblers 
including  N.  Parula,  Tifft  St.,  Hooded  Warbler  (F),  Derby; 
Bay-breasted  Warbler  (F)  Chestnut -sided  Warbler  (F)  Silver 
Creek;  Baltimore  Oriole,  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  (?)  Catbird, 
Derby. 

Many  species  were  added  In  Pennsylvania,  making  a  total  of 
118  for  the  day  for  the  Buffalo  group  on  the  trip. 
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2  Blackburnian  Warbler  (P)  Lincoln  Park  (Vorrill) 

Black  Tern  (P)  Solitary  Sandpiper,  Yellow-throated  Vireo  (P) 
Mourning ‘Warbler  (P)  Oak  Orchard  (H  &  R  Eckler ) 

Cardinal,  Shirks ton,  Ont •  T  &  M‘ Kelly) 

Solitary  Sandpiper,  7  Mute  Swan,  Findlay  Lake  (G  &  G  Kratzer, 

Sherman,  Ulrich) 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird,  Delaware  Park  (Holderbaum) 

Indigo  Bunting  (P)  Olive-backed  Thrush  (F),  Delaware  Park 

(M.  Kelly,  Mansfield) 

Least  Bittern  (F)  Black  Tern,  Grand  Island  Ferry,  5  Pine  Siskin (L) 
1  Cape  May  Warbler,  Goat  Island  (Beardslee) 

1  Ruddy  Turnstone  (F)  Crescent  Beach,  Ont.  1  Turkey  Vulture,  Ft. 

Erie,  Ont.  (T  &  M  Kelly) 

1  Philadelphia  Vireo  (F)  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

1  Blue-winged  Warbler  (P)  1  Canada  Warbler. (F)  Forest  Lawn  (Eames ) 


Many  nesting  records  have  been  received,  and  these  will  be 
featured  in  the  July  issue.  The  more  data  you  can  supply  as  to  the  date 
of  the  first  egg  and  the  history  of  the  nest  thereafter,  the  more 
important  will  be  your  record. 

*-  '  REVIEW 

It  might  seem  to  the  outsider  that  our  socioty  is  going  rather  far 
afield  to  include  a  portion  of  Canada  in  its  official  "territory",  yet 
the  fact  is  that  if  wo  were  to  confine  ourselves  to  a  five  mile  limit 
from  Buffalo *s  City  Hall  wo  should  be  invading  the  lower  Ontario  pen¬ 
insula.  It  is  only  natural  therefore  that  we  have  done  a  considerable 
amount  of  field  work  in  the  two  counties  of  Ontario  contiguous  to  the 
Niagara  River,  -  both  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  it  is  so  near  at  hand; 
and  because  it  is  so  exceptionally  rich  in  bird  life. 

For  this  reason  we  are  particularly  interested  in  tho  ''Preliminary 
List  of  the  Birds  of  Lincoln  and  Welland  Counties,  Ontario",  by 
R.  W,  Sheppart,  W,  E.  Hurlburt,  and  G.  H.  Dickson,  which  appeared  in 
the  September,  October,  November,  and  December  issues  of  "The  Canadian 
Field-Naturalist".  Prefaced  by  a  short  description  of  the  territory 
under  discussion,  the  list  enumerates  243  species  and  subspecies  of 
birds,  of  which  nine  seem  to  be  given  only  a  hypothetical  status  by  the 
authors.  Of  particular  interest  to  us  are  the  records  of  Golden  Eagle, 
Ivory  Gull,  and  Hudsonian  (?)  Chickadee.  On  the  other  hand  we  look  In 
vain  for  the  listing  of  some  species  known  to  have  occurred  in  the  ter¬ 
ritory,  and  we  could  wish  that  the  authors  had  made  a  more  complete  ex¬ 
amination  of  earlier  literature,  and  had  availed  themselves  of  the  re¬ 
cords  of  our  own  society  made  prior  to  the  publishing  of  "THE  PR0TH0N0- 
TARY" •  However,  such  errors  of  omission  may  well  be  over-looked  in  a 
list  which  from  its  very  title  makes  no  pretension  of  finality;  and  the 
impression  which  lasts  is  one  of  gratification  that  our  Canadian  neigh¬ 
bors  are  working  toward  a  goal  similar  to  our  own. 

-C.  S.  Beardsloo# 

WINTER 'OBSERVATIONS  0I^^ATb^E~G^_LS 

In  tho  Groat  Lakes  Region,  warm  days  and  thaws  occur  during  tho  winter 
season.  Mild  winds  moderate  the  temperature  to  above  the  freezing  p$int 
for  indeterminate  lengths  of  time,  varying  from  a  day  to  sometimes  a 
Week  or  more  in  length.  High  southwest  winds  with  squalls  of  rain  and 
wet  snow  herald  the  end  of  these  periods  and  the  approach  of  colder 
weather,  and  pile  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie  on  the  southern  shore  of  Ontai* 
io  and  the  western  shore  of  New  York  State. 
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Cn  one  of  these  wet,  raw  days  in  the  middle  of  January,  the  rough 
weather  drove  the  water -fowl  into  the  more  sheltered  places  behind  the 
land  points  jutting  into  the  lahe  and  the  more  quiet  stretches  of  the 
Niagara  River*  The  river,  itself,  in  its  more ‘open  and  wider  parts 
showed  the  spirit  of  the  storm  in  choppy  waves,  angry  and  gray*  Only  in 
the  lee  of  the  shore  was  there  any  quiet  water. 

In  midstream  numerous  flocks  of  Bonaparte  Gulls  floated  on  the  water* 
They  were  in  constant  agitation,  individuals  continually  rising  in  the 
air,  the  whole  group  restive  and  more  querulous,  even,  than  is  usual 
for  the  Char ar dr if ormes • 

A  projecting  coal  pier  gave  shelter  and  formed  a  small  cove  of  calm, 
unruffled  water.  Hero  a  flock  of  about  50  of  those  small  gulls  fed  on 
a  school  of  minnows*  Tho  birds  hovored  over  the  water  for  about  40  ft* 
along  the  shore  and  20  ft.  out  over  the  water.  Milling  about,  they 
fished  upstream  against  the  wind  and  current,  from  about  10  ft.  over 
the  surface.  When  they  had  passed  beyond  their  quarry,  they  would  drift 
quickly  windward  to  the  tail  of  the  flock,  there  to  form  with  their  com¬ 
rades  an  endless  movement. 

Prom  5  feet  above,  a  half  dozen  or  more,  regularly,  dived  head-first 
into  the  water,  on  three-quarter  closed  wings,  sometimes  completely 
immersing  for  4  or  5  seconds.  With  a  splash  and  dripping  wings  the  un¬ 
successful  fishers  immediately  joined  the  flock  over-head,  while  the 
more  fortunate  ones  floated  on  the  water  downstream,  until  having  swal¬ 
lowed  their  prey,  they  again  joined  their  comrades  in  the  forage  from 
above.  .At  all  times  the  whole  flock  gave  their  call-notes  -  Brrpp- 
Brrpp  -  Brrpp. 

Rarely  do  tho  Bonapartes  remain  all  winter  even  though  the  weather  bo 
mild  and  the  water  remain  open.  They  depart  from  the  first  to  the 
latter  part  of  January.  Unlike  his  larger  cousin,  he  docs  not  glean 
over  dumps  for  refuse.  On  this  day  at  different  places,  schools  of 
minnows  bunched  in  the  quiet  waters  where  they  were  fed  upon  by  water- 
fowl. 

Alexander  Meek,  in  "The  Migration  of  Pish"  states  for  many  species 
that  they  migrate  in  the  winter  from  the  shallow  water  along  shore  to 
the  deeper  waters  of  the  lakes  and  rivers.  The  Perches,  pikes,  carp, 
mullets,  all  follow  this  habit. 

Does  the  absence  of  this  fresh  food  Influence  their  departure  or  do 
they  respond  to  some  age-old  urge  of  their  proto-plasmic  memory  and 
follow  the  migratory  journies  of  their  fore-bears? 

_  -  E.  C.  Ulrich. 


NOTES 


We  welcome  Miss  Marie  Wendling  and  Mr.  Herrick  Smith  as  associate 
members  of  our  society. 

Records  for  April  received  to  date  total  136  species,  52  of  these 
being  now  species  for  tho  year.  This  compares  with  a  total  of  135  in 
1936,  with  52  species  new  for  that  year. 

In  the  Buffalo  Courier  Express  of  May  13,  appeared  an  article  (p.13) 
covering  tho  spring  and  summer  schedule  of  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society 
outings,  and  in  this  article  the  weekend  excursion  to  tho  Puymatuning 
Reservoir  on  May  8  and  9  was  covered  in  somo  detail.  Sixteon  of  our 
members,  and  George  North  from  Hamilton,  Ont . ,  took  part  in  tho  trip, 
which  was  a  most  enjoyable  outing  for  all  concerned. 

Notes  from  Mr.  G*  P.  Van  Eseltine  at  Geneva  report  huge  flocks  of 
Bonaparte *s  Gulls  the  middle °April  on  Cayuga  and  Seneca  Lakes,  also 
Toldon  Eagle  seen  twico  near  Savannahs  While  most  migrants  were  late, 
a  White-crowned  Sparrow  record  by  the  middle  of  April  seems  rather 
early.  Tho  annual  Potter  Swamp  Bird  Census  will  be  held  on  Sunday, 

May  16. 
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Reports  from  Mr u  Xu  L,  G.  Edson  at  Rochester  include  Pine  Grosbeak 
and  Pine  Siskin  up  to  the  we ok  of  March  26,  Redpoll  as  late  as  the  week 
ending  April  16,  2  Bohemian  7/axw”  ngs  observed  by  Verdi  Burtch  in  the 
crab  apple  collection  south  of  the  zoo  in  Durand  -  Eastman  Park  during 
the  week  ending  March  19,  Canada  Goose  on  Mar.  24,  and  Holboell*s  Grebe, 
Cooper* s  and  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Phoebe  and  Meadow^  . 
lark  for  the  week  ending  April  2.  For  the  following  week  Red-throated 
Loon,  Wood  Duck,  both  Kinglets,  migrant  Shrike,  White-throated  and 
Swamp  Sparrows  were  among  the  new  migrants.  For  the  week  ending  April 
16,  migrants  included  Gadwall,  Hooded  Merganser,  Sharp-shinned  and 
Broad-winged  Hawk,  Purple  Martin,  Winter  Wren,  Savannah,  Field  and  Fox 
Sparrows* 

Will  western  New  York  subscribers  please  notify  the  editor  of  any 
Cliff  Swallow  colonies,  their  size  and  location,  the  earliest  date 
seen,  and  the  comparison  in  numbers  with  former  years* 

We  would  welcome  information  from  any  of  our  readers  on  observations 
they  may  have  made  on  effects  of  oil  pollution  on  the  Great  Lakes, 
particularly  regarding  wild  life. 

The  Bulletin  of  New  England  Bird  Life  discloses  a  late  migration  in 
March  and  early  April,  similar  to  that  in  Western  New  York.  Notable 
records  include  2  Western  Grebes  seen  off  Plum  Island  from  Forrest  Lake, 
Winchester,  N.  H.  on  April  15,  a  pair  of  Eastern  Lark  Sparrows  at 
Williamsburg  Apr*  7  and  15  (for  the  third  successive  year  in  that 
vicinity  in  early  April). 

DID  YOU  KNOW  - 

That  the  canvasback  is  limited  in  its  breeding  range  to  the  area  that 
is  most  habitually  drought -stricken? 

That  the  drought  cycle,  which  began  in  1922,  reached  what  it  is  merely 
hoped  is  a  peak  last  year?  That,  partly  because  of  this  drought,  the 
waterfowl  population  is  in  more  dire  straits  than  it  has  ever  been? 

That  originally  the  mid-continent  waterfowl  breeding  ground  stretched 
from  Kansas  almost  to  the  mouth  of'  the  Mackenzie  but  that  now  only  a 
small  part  of  this  aroa  still  remains  ? 

MEETING  otTaPRIL  14 

Through  the  medium  of  colored  photography,  Mr.  James  Savage  brought 
back  to  us  some  of  tho  grandeur  of  scenery  and  tho  multiplicity  of  bird 
life  of  tho  South  West*  There  were  pictures  of  California  Condors  in 
the  mountains.  Marbled  Godwits  and  Long-billod  Curlows  were  common  in 
spots  along  tho  shoro.  On  tho  way  ho  had  tho  good  fortune  to  obtain 
pictures  of  a  herd  of  Antelope.  Hawks  wore  more  abundant  both  in 
spocies  and  numbers  than  in  our  territory.  In  all  he  observed  223 
spocies  and  covorod  over  8,000  miles  during  his  fivo  weeks  trip. 

MEETING  OF  APRIL  27 

Clark  S.  Beardslee  gave  a  very  clear  presentation  of  Warbler  songs, 
the  result  of  observations  over  his  birding  years.  Mr.  Beardslee  has 
made  a  very  thorough  study  of  this  subject  and  generously  shared  his 
secrets  of  warbler  identifications  with  the  members  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion.  Mentioning  that  the  Myrtle  Warbler *s  song  is  one  of  the  most 
difficult  to  describe,  he  read  a  little  verse  which  follows; 
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SONG  OF  TIES  MYRTLE  WAKBL33R 
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It *s  absolutely  lacking  in  any 'certain  clue. 

But  it  * s  all  the  song  he  knows,  and  it’s  the  best 
that  he  can  do. 

-  Clark  S,  Beardslee. 


MEETINGS ; 

May  26: 


June  9: 


FIELD  TRIPS: 

May  16 
June  6 


FUTURE 'EVENTS 

Chosnut  Ridge  Park  -  Meet  6:00  P,M,  at  Administra¬ 
tion  Building,  Bring  your 
family  and  your  lunch. 

Empire  Beach,  Shortest on,  Ont.  Meet  6:00  PM  on  Beach 

(Drive  to  left  at  Sherkston  and  con¬ 
tinue  to  Beach)  Bring  a  picnic  lunch, 

-  Spring  Bird  Census:  A,  D,  Wander,  Leader. 

-  Bergen  Swamp:  Mrs,  Ora  Pixloy,  Leader, 

Meet  Main  St,  and  City  Lino,  8:00  A.M, 


EDITOR* S'  NOTE 

Prothonotary  subscription  price:  50^  per  year,  payable  to  Treasurer. 
Please  send  In  your  notes  for  the  next  issue  by  Juno  9. 


Editor:  Harold  D,  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  A ve»,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
Business  Manager:  Mrs,  Geo.  Kratzer,  140  Wardman  Rd.,  Kenmorc,  N.Y. 
Treasurer:  Miss  Bertha  Schwcngcr,  526  Delaware  Avc ., Buffalo, N.Y. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  S0ClETYr 

Honorary  President  -  James  Savago,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Buffalo, N.Y. 
President  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

V,  President-  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  275  Mulberry  St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Secretary  -  Miss  A  lice  E.  Sherman,  1144  Kenmore  Ave. Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield  44  Wingate  Ave. Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Statisticians  -  Clark  S.  Beardslee  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell. 
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Published  monthly  by  the 'Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 
_ Buffalo ,  New  York _ 


THE"  MONTH 


Insofar  as  weather  conditions  were  concerned.  May  was  very  nearly 
average  in  every  respect «  There  were  no  extreme  departures  from 
normal  in  temperature,  precipitation,  or  wind  velocity,  -  conditions 
which  are  responsible  for  migration  waves «  For  this  reason  there  was 
an  unusually  even ’ movement  of  the  smaller  birds  through  western  N.  Y. 

In  view  of  this,  it  has  been  interesting  to  observe  that  even  in  a 
normal  month,  variations  in  abundance  and  dates  of  arrival  still 
occur,  indicating  that  other  less  obvious  considerations  affect  bird 
migration.  The  records  of  shore  birds  were  both  late  and  meager 5  some 
of  the  ducks " remained  unusually  late;  several  warolors,  particularly 
the  Magnolia,  were  early;  Pine  Siskins  were  exceptionally  numerous 
while  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  were  almost  unreported;  those  to  mention 

a  few  random  examples.  ,  .  . 

The  report  of  Titmice  breeding  at  Orchard  Park; was  the  first  dolimto 
record  from  our  territory,  although  the  species  has  several  times  been 
reported  from  Chautauqua  County  during  the  nesting  season.  He  largo 
mi  matins  flock  of  Bluo  Jays  at  Shadigee  bears  out  the  records  01 
George  Guo  If  of  Brockport  who  has  several  times  observed  this 
non  along  the  southern  Lake  Ontario  shore  during  tuc  past  f if  1,3  year^. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

APRIL 

23  -  Broad-winged  Hawk  (F),  Forest  Lawn  (Seober) 

27  -  Henslow!s  Sparrow,  Silver  Crook  (  James,  Madison) 

MAY 

4  -  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  (F)  Forest  Lawn  (Soobcr) 

5  -  Baltimore  Oriole  (F)  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H  &  R  Ecklor ) 

-  White -crowned  Sparrow  (F)  So .Wales  (Eleanor  Pratt,  James) 

9  —  Yellow-throated  Vireo  (F)  Horseshoe  Lako(Mrs.  Pixlcy) 

12  -  Scarlet  Tanager  (F)  Beaver  Dam  (Mrs.  Holdridgo,  James) 

14  -  Cerulean  Warbler  (F)  Pino  Warbler  (F)  Canada  Warbler,  Oak  Orchard 

^  •  .....  Swamp  (H  &  R  Ecklcr) 

15  -Black-billed  Cuckoo  (F)  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H  &  R  Ecklcr) 

Plicated  Woodpecker,  Beaver  Dam  (Brown,  Sherman)  . 


MAY  16,  1937 


SPRING  BIRD  CENSUS, 

Captain  of  Census;  Alfred  D.  Wander 
Lieut.;  Tom  Kelly,  in  charge  at  Oak  Orchard  swamp# 

Beside  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  territories  covered  and  leaders 

follow : 

(A)  Niagara  River  (Canadian  Shore)  James  Swavage 

(B)  Lake  Erie  Shore  to  Sherkston,  Ont#  Edward  Ulrich 

(C)  IT  !!  "  fr  Cedar  Bay  to  Grand  River,  Ont.  Harold  Mitchell 

(D)  Delaware  Park,  Forest  Lawn,  Clarence  sinks,  Elizabeth  Rosa 

(E)  Lewiston,  Niagara  Glen,  Wilson,  Olcott  -  Ray  Verrill 
(G)  Grand  Island  -  Mrs  Lloyd  Mansfield 

(II.)  Silver  &  Java  Lakes,  Letchworth  Park  -  S  Alice  Sherman 

(J)  Orchard ’ Park,  Chestnut  Ridge,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Benj •  W inship 

(K)  Hamburg,  Eden,  So.  Shore  to  Irving,  Mr*  6c  Mrs.  J.  A.  Creighton 

(M)  Derby,  Sturgeon  Point,  Harry  H.  Larkin 

(N)  Gowanda,  Chautauqua  Lake,  Barcelona,  Claire  Somerside 

(O)  Lime  and  Crystal  Lakes,  Franklinville  -  Mr.  6c  Mrs.  Geo.  Kratzer 

(P)  Emery  Park  6c  So.  Wales  -  MabeL  H.  James 

(Q)  Lincoln  Park,  Tonawanda,  Bertha  Schwenger 

Other  members  asslsbing  the  leaders:  Clark  S.  Boardslee,  Mary  Brown, 
Mildred  Baker,  Edward  A.'Eames,  Mr.ocMrs.  Harlan  Eckler,  Mrs.  Doll 
Reynolds,  Marie  Wend ling,  Mrs.  Clara  S.  Madison,  Edward  Socber,  Winston 
Brockncr,  Mrs.  T.  M.  Kelly,  Edith  Robson. 

Mrs.  Ora  Pixloy,  Fred  Hazelton,  Miss  Comic  Moore,  James  Holderbaum, 
Richard  Mansfield. 

Guest  Observers:  Herbert  Pintlcr,  Gladys  Beach  and  Ross  Arnett  of 
Medina,  Now  York;  Richard  Madison,  Francis  Tilly  and  Kate  Wondling  of 
Buffalo,  New  York;  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hintardner,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frankie  and 
Mr.  constable  of  Niagara  Falls 

In  the  following  list,  an  asterisk (*)  after  the  name  of  the  birds 
moans  that  it  was  observed  in  the  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  area.  Letters  refer 
to  the  territories  above  designated;  except  (F)  =  First  record  and 

(L)  =  last  migration  date.: 


Common  Loon  5?  Horned 


Grebe 


2(C),  Pied-billed  Grebe  5*  Great  Blue 
Heron  15*-  Black-crowned  Night  Heron  8* 
Bittern  5,  Mute  Swan  1  (N),  Mallard  3* 


Heron  76*-  (Nesting)  E.  Green 
Amer.  Bittern  21*-  ,  E.  Least  x^uu^xxx  ^ , 

Common  and  Red-legged  Black  Duck  37*-,  Baldpate9  ,  Amer.  Pintail  3  E 
Blue-winged  Teal  20*-,  Wood  Duck  4*,  Shoveller  1*-  (E),  Canvasback  7, 
Greater  Scaup  1(E)  (L),  Los 
head  6  (C)  (L),  Old  Squaw 
Merganser  6 (A,  B),  Red-br 
Sharp -shinned  Hawk  28,  Cooper  *  s  Hawk  7, 

Red-shouldored  Hawk  14*-,  Broad-winged  H 
Duck  Hav/k  1  (H),  E.  Sparrow  Hawk  21*-, 

Bob -white  2  (H)  (F),‘Ring-n.  Phoasant 


Wood  Duck  4*-,  Shoveller  1* 

Scaup  131,  Amer.  Golden-eye20,  Buffle- 
124,  White-winged  Scoter  1(A)  (L),  Amer. 
Merganser  271,  Turkey  Vulture  10*-, 


Red- tailed  Hawk  9*-, 
wk  ’4.  (E)  Marsh  Hawkl5*-  &  Nest 

Osprey  1  (E),  E.  Ruffed  Grouse  3 
146,  Virginia  Rail  4*-,  Sora  5*-, 

Florida  Gallinule  7*-,  Amer.  Coot  2  (N),  Semipalmated  Plover  4  (F'D,B,C) 
Killdeer  157*-,  Piping  Plover  1  (B),  Black-bellied  Plover  2  (A)  (F), 
Ruddy  Turnstone  1  (C),  Am.  Woodcock  1  (N),  Wilson  Snipe  12-^-, 

Upland  Plover  13,  Spotted  Sandpiper  225*-,  E.  'Solitary  Sandpiper  13* 
Greater  Yellowlegs  13,  Lesser  Yellow-legs  4*-,  Pectoral  Sandpiper  5,  (D) 
Least  Sandpiper  8  (F)  (B,  C),  Scmip.  Sandpiper  1(F)  (A),  HcrringGull5 
Ring -billed  Gull  60,  Bonaparte* s  Gull  920,  Caspian  Tern^l  (G) 

Forster *s  Tern  1  (A)  (F),  Common  Tern  1288,  Black  Tern  23--'-, 

E.  Mourning  Dove  229*  &  3  Nests,  Yellow-b.  Cuckoo  14,  Black-b. 

Cuckoo  3  (E,  K,  0  ), Long-eared  Owl  1  (Q),  N.  Barred  Owl  1*  (Eckler) 
Whip-poor-will  2  (M,  Q),  E.  Nighthawk  1  (F)  (N),  Chimney  Swift  194*, 


r'7 
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Ruby-thr0  Humming  Bird  11,  E.,  Belted  Kingfisher  41*  &  Nest, 

N.  Flicker  228*,  Ye  llow-b.  '  Sap  sucker  4(1.1,  H,  C)  Red-headed  Woodpecker28, 
E.  Hairy  Woodpecker  22*,  N.  Downy  Woodpecker  43*  cc  Nest,  E. Kingbird  132* 
N.  Crested  Flycatcher  41*,  E.  Phoebe  87*,  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  1 
(F)  (C),  Acadian  Flycatcher  2  (F)  (E),  Alder  Flycatcher  4*  (F) (Kelly) 
Least  Flycatcher  35*,  Ei  Wood  Pewee  27,  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  (F)  3, 
Prairie  Horned  Lark  80*,  Tree  Swallow  83*,  Bank  Swallow  472*, 

Rough-w.  Swallow  173*,  Barn  Swallow ' 560*,  N*  Cliff ' Swallow  2(A,0), 

Purple  Martin  209*,  N#  Blue  Jay  84*,  E.  Crown 


442* 


,  Black-c. 
Titmouse  3(J,  N), 

E.  Winter  Wren  2, 

(F ) ( A ) ,CAT  Bird  127*, 


Chickadee  81*,  White-br.  Nuthatch  26*,  Tufted 
Brown  Creeper  1*  (Kelly),  E«  House  Wren  191*, 

Prairie  Marsh  Wren  19*,  Short-b.  Marsh  Wren  1 
Brown  Thrasher  21*,  E.  Robin  1289*  &  Nests,  Wood  Thrush  71*, 

E.  Hermit  Thrush  1* (Kelly),  Olive-backed  Thrush  11*,  Gray-cheeked 
Thrush  1(F)  (H),  Veery  51*,  E.  Bluebird  114*,  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  1 
(H)  (F),  Letchworth  Pk.,  Golden-cr.  Kinglet  l'(J)  (L)  Ruby-cr .  King¬ 
let  15,  Cedar  Waxwing  14,  Migrant  Shrike  2  (N,  0),  Starling  1546, 
Yellow-thr.  Vireo  14*,  Blue-headed  Vireo  7,  Red-eye  Vireo  8*, 
Philadelphia  Vireo  1*  (Pintler),  E*  Warbling  Vireo  14,  Black  &  White 
Warbler  17*,  Prothonotary  Warbler  3*,  Golden-w*  Warbler  10* (F)  (D) 
Tennessee  Warbler  4,  Orange-cr#  Warblerl(F)  (A),  Nashville  Warbler  31, 
N«  Parula  Warbler  4,  E.  Yellow  Warbler  612*,  building  nest.  Magnolia 
Warbler  88*,  Cape  May  Warbler  21,  Black-thr.  Blue  Warbler  42, 

Myrtle  Warbler  121*,  Black-thr.  Green  Warbler  100*,  Cerulean  Warbler  86 
Chostnut-sidod  Warbler  63,  Bay-breasted  Warbler  9,  Blackpoll  Warbler  2 
(F)  (A,  P),  W.  Palm  Warbler  21*,  Ovenbird  75*,  N.  Water  Thrush  10*, 

La*  Viator  Thrush  4  (F)  (P,H),  Conn.  Warblor  2  (H,  J ),  Mourning 


Warbler  3*. ' 
3(F)  (C,  N), 


N*  Yollowthroat 
Canada  Warbler 


75*,  Hooded  Warbler  3*, 
7*,  Amer*  Redstart  141* 


W  i  1  s  on f  s  Warbler 
English  Sparrow 
Nes' 


908*,  Bobolink  147*,  E.  Meadowlark  279*,  E.  Redwing  684*  &  Nest, 
Orchard  Oriole  4  (F)  (B,  C,  II),  Baltimore  Oriole  331*,  Rusty  Black¬ 

bird  3  (L)'(0,P)  Bronzed  Gracklc  284-"-,  E.  Cowbird  462*--,  Scarlet 
Tanagcr  18,  E.  Cardinal  7,  Rose-br.  Grosbeak  32,  Indigo  Bunting  28, 
E.  Purple  Finch  26,  E.  Goldfinch  573*,  Pino  Siskin  200  (K),  Red-eyed 


Towheo  74*,  E.  Savannah  Sparrow  93,  E.  Grasshopper  Sparrow  35* 


Vcsper  Sparrow  128*,  Slate-col.  Junco  36, 

Whit e-cr owned  Sparrow 
3  (C,  A),  Swamp 


E.  Henslow’s  Sparrow  12*,  E, 

E.  Chipping  Sparrow  295*,  E,  Field  Sparrov/  87*, 

74*,  White-thr.  Sparrow  113*,  Lincoln1 s  Sparrow 
Sparrov/  30*,  Song  Sparrow  644. 

Total  184  Species,  17,839  Individuals 
167  Species  were  observed  last  year. 

The  total  of  29  warblers  was  a  very  good  record,  and  much  credit 
is  due  Alfred  Wander  and  all  those  taking  part  in  the  census  for  the 
very  efficient  way  in  which  the  territory  was  covered. 


MAY 

18  -  Hermit  Thrush  (L)  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

20  -  Tufted  Titmouse  feeding  young  -  Orchard  Park  (Mrs.  Harbach,  rep. 

by  Winship ) 

-  1  Double  Crested  Cormorant,  middle  of  river  at  Niagara  Falls 

(Mitchell) 

21  -  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  (L),  Forest  Lawn  (Seeber) 

22  -  Horned  Grebe  (L),  Ring -necked  Duck  (L),  Mud  Lake  (Avery,  Moore, 

Mitchell) 

23  thru  28,  Whip-poor-will  heard  Sour  Springs  Road,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp 

(II  &  R  Eckler,Mrs.  Pixley) 

23-1  Golden-winged  Warbler,  Grand  Island,  1  W*  Palm  Warbler  (L), 

3  Blue-headed  Vireo  (L)  Lincoln  Park  ( Somers ide  ) 

-  White-thr#  Sparrow  (L),  Forest  Lawn  (Seeber) 


24 
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26-1  White- or.  Sparrow  (L ),  LaSalle  (Somorside) 

27  -  Flock  50  Blue  Jay,  75  Fine  Siskin  (L)  Shadigee  (Mrs.  Pixley) 
29-1  Nor.  Water  Thrush  (L)  Forest  Lawn  (Brockner,  Brown) 

30  -  22  L.  Scaup,  Port  Colhorne,  25  Rod-br.  Merganser,  Rose*s  Point, 

1  Knot  (F),  1  Hudsonian  Curlew  (L),  Point  Abino,  2  Orchard  Oriole, 
Ft.  Erie  and  1  at  Frenchman* s  Creek,  Nashville  Warbler  (L), 
Sherkston,  all  Ont.  records  (Mr.  &  Mrs.  Creighton,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Kelly,  Mr.&Mrs.  Winship,  Mitchell)  Piping  Plover*s  Nest  at 
Sherkston  destroyed  by  men  playing  ball  on  the  beach. 

30  -  31,  Bob-white  heard  at  Derby  (Larkin) 

31-1  Greater 'Yellowlegs ' (L) ,  2  Least  Sandpiper,  10  Semipalmated 
Sandpiper,  Sherkston,  Ont.  (Robson,  Rosa) 

JUNE 

6-2  Hooded  Merganser  (L),  4  Semipalmated  Plover,  19  Ruddy  Turnstone 

Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  (Somerside) 

9  -  Osprey,  Erie  Beach,  Ont.  (Sherman,  Ulrich) 

13-1  Hermit  Thrush,  Holland  (Verrill) 

17-1  Canada  Goose  -  Niagara  Falls  (H  &  R  Eckler ) 

19  -  11  Amer.  Merganser  stj.ll  at  Niagara  Falls,  opp.  Shredded  Wheat 

Plant  (Mitchell) 

ArORNITHOLOG'iCAL  THRILL 

Always  in  quest  of  nests  and  thrilled  when  we  find  a  new  one.  But 
there  are  some  nests  that  are  not  easily  found  and  when  one  searches 
for  years,  and  then  almost  accidently  finds  it,  it  is  indeed  a  thrill. 

And  such  was  our  feeling  when  we  found  the  Wood  Duck*s  nest. 

We  were  walking  along (May  8thJ  a  beautiful  path  in  what  many  of  you 
know  as  the  Cerulean  Woods,  when  the  photographer  said,  ”1  wonder 

if  that*s  a  feather,  or  fuzz  up  on  that  stump.” 

It  was  a  broken  off  stub  about  20  feet  high,  and  6  feet  in  circum¬ 
ference,  and  din*t  look  as  tho  it  was  hollow.  But  overlooking  no  bets, 
the  photographer  started  to  climb  the  tree,  his  assistant  all  ready  to 
take  a  picture,  but  in  her  excitement  of  seeing  a  v^ood  duck  fly  out 
she  got  no  picutre. 

There  were  sixteen  eggs  about  three  feet  down  in  the  stump.  We  went 
next  day,  and^as  the  assis  tant  tapped  the  stump,  the  photographer  was 
able  to  get  several  pictures  of  the  Duck  ,  as  she  stopped  at  the  edge 
of  the  nest  and  looked  about  before  she  flow.  The  next  thing  was  to 
get  a  picture  of  nest  and  eggs,  which  was  done  with  a  flash  light. 

May  16th,  we  returned  to  find  the  duck  still  on  the  nest,  but  did 
not  did^urb  her.  May  22nd  we  went  to  the  nest  about  9  A.M.  to  find  about 
9  eggs  hatched,  and  others  coming  out  as  we  watched.  We  secreted  our¬ 
selves  and  watched  to  see  if  the  mother  would  return.  She  flow  by  onco 
after  an  hours  wait.  After  another  hour  and  a  half  sho  landed  on  tho 
stump  and  satisfied  herself  everything  was  all  right  and  ffcw  away. 
Waiting  another  hour  and  a  half  wo  had  tho  satisfaction  of  seeing  her 
return  to  the  nost  and  go  in.  Then  wo  went  homo  for  lunch. 

Returning  at  3  P.M.  we  found  all  tho  eggs  hatched,  and  the  young 
quite  lively.  We  saw  the  Duck  carrying  shells  away  from  the  nest. 

Our  next  anxiety  was  when,  and  ho w  would  the  young  leave  the  nest. 

So  at  8  A.M.  May  23rd  we  were  at  the  nest,  not  knowing  what  would 
take  place.  Would  the  young  leave  by  themselves,  or  would  the  parent 
bird  take  them  from  the  nest? 

Picturing  birds  takes  patience  if  nothing  else,  but  by  patience  our 
conjectures  were  answered.  After  two  hours  wait,  we  heard  the  young 
begin  to  peep  in  answer  apparently  to  the  mother  bird  who  had  been 
flying  thro  the  wood  all  morning  calling  constantly. 


u 
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She  was  evidently  trying  tro  4--hr>vr,  fv,rtw  4-1 

appeared  at  the  tor  of  *  the  stumn^ard  -in  ~o--*  -  "a,°  nes'^  fort  suddenly  they 
ground,  striking  it  with  a  thud"  "()-(>  iiHy V?°CCSS10n  jumped  to  the 
the  way  down  and  whirled  about  like  “a  JittL 

had  recovered  themselves  they  all  gathered  at  the  foot  of  the  stumn  7 
parent ^wa^oaiiing'^to’thol caU4:rl&  started  toward  the  river^H^ 
They  arrived  safely  and  swam  away  to  join  the  parent  bird. 

Ruth  Eckler . 

ROTES 


associate  member  of  our  society  Mr.  Herbert  E.Pintler 


We  welcome  as  an 
of  Medina,  N.  Y. 

On  May  16  Mr#  Rufus  Lo  Fevre  joined  Dr# 

SwamnSGIT^-f  Sprlns  °™sus  trip  ±±-UBL  xvnaoa  vo 

LnaL*  ai°Lt5U3p°cios  were  observed.  Among -the 


A#  A.  Allen's  party  of  about 
from  Ithaca  to  the  Montezuma 


jr  -  ^  cjpt.uj.ua  wore  ooserved#  Ainon^'the  nom-rriq  w n-nn 

Canada  Goose,  Shoveller  Oqrrr»o^  VT  y.  _  Xi°  i  ecoras  were 

iiTnfVin ■i-nio  n  -i  ^  °P  ® *  f  t  Heated  ■  >  oo  dp  e  c  ken ,  Rod *—br  oa s t c d 

Nuthatch,  Cardinal  and  Lincoln's  Sparrow#  uroastca 

SerLfccnsnfnfA0  r L  G*  ?*  Van  Esoltine  of  Geneva  for  a  copy  of 

the  s§rroundin°  oountrv  °LRir,d  °Pb  held  °n  May  16  at  PottOT  Swampand 
187  ^AAAs  lnA??  *  7*  128  fpocios  vrere  soon  in  Potter  Swamp  and 

either  Centra?  1 If °?°  roporJod»  the  largest  number  for  one  day  in 
either  central  or  western  N.  Y.  unless  we  are  badly  mistaken.  Amone 

GenevaSand0^eonrppn  1'f'?rds  "f8.4  ,Sared  Grebes  (Ion  Seneca  Lake  nfar 
record  *  nf\h%CaMn?aiSUa  uake  )  which  is  believed  to  be  the  first 
,  ?  "  this  species  east  of  Indiana,  Prairie  Warbler  (the  Srd  r»R- 
cord  m  30  years)  and  Carolina  Wren(the  5th  record  in  30  years)  Other 

fre Si88{»1SS1Ud??  1A  the  list  were  3  ^d-throated  Loon,  5  HeSoiil.s 
leeeed  Ha*  i  White-winged  Scoter,  1  Hooded  Merganser,  1  Rough- 

Scffech  Baried  SandpiPQr»  2  Caspian  Tern,  1  Barn  Owl,  also 

pecker'  1  Pinit  °o?  b  HlWned  and  Short-eared  Owls,  Red-bellied  Wood- 
and  2  Tineoln?  %  7  SpSOlea  of  Warblers,  16  Pine  Siskin,  2  Pox  Sparrow 
AL:  Hi?  F  ?  Sparrow.  Among  the  birds  seen  in  late  April  were  Arctic 

for  anrihand °?p®ckor'.Bob°liry  and  Baltimore  Oriole  making  128  species 
L  1?  A  x  I4?.3500163  for  thc  y°ar  up  to  April  30. 

“•■*  n*  Larkin  reports  that  the  Martins  returned  to  his  estate 


Dpr>h-ir  ™  -  r-t—  ulAiao  Uii°  ivicij.-bi.ns  rownea  uo  ms  estate  at 

Albert?  ?PHA:  A®°Sf  the  oirds  aeon  by  Mr.  Larkin  at  Lake  Louise, 
i,  ?:  '  5"3,  and  24>  1936,  were  Magpie,  Rufous  Hummingbird, 

CMokadee  anfmJpeA  WaSOnd'S  Solltalr°'  Golden  Mountain 

Sortt  oP_Hamilton,  Ont.  reports  2  Arkansas  Kingbirds 


Van  Wagner ' s  Beach.  ' One 


3.  *t 

was  soon  June  11,  2  on  the  12th  and  they  are 


as 

13, 


possibiy  still  there.  Mr.  North  also  reports  a  Bluc-hoadod  Vireo 
p  T?HJun?  A  Glaucous  Gull  on  the  10th,  2  Roseate  Toms  on  the  l; 
TrlfSyn§  Ul3  on  thc  14*  Several  Black-backed  Gulls  and  Caspian 
AH >  3  ;‘Uddy  Ducks,  both  Scaups,  Redhead  and  Canvasbaek  wore  scon 
Plnvl  '  A0ra°  shonebirds,  as  Least  Sandpiper,  Somipalmatcd 

he  -1?  n?d  Tynst°np  WGI,Q  scon  as  late  as  Juno  16.  On  May  13  and  14 
-  ^aw  Blue -winged  Warblers  and  a  Leconte's  Sparro w  on  the  14. 

Hamilton  Fleldt?7  Brovln  and  Winston  Brocknor  joinod  Mr.  North  at  the 
IfeL  lld  Da?  and  on  the  30th  saw  Yellow-breasted  Chat  at  Lake 
and  nit,!?  3a»e  day  Prairie  Warbler,  several  Prothonotary  Warblers 

near°Turkey  Point^'ont?°llna  &nd  Lal>k  Sparrow  WQre  observed  on  or 

OspmhhJT?"1  h*  '?4*G,*EdSOn  of  Rochester  for  late  April  include 
J*  Broad-winged  Hawk- and  5  species  of  Swallows.  For  the  first 

Pine  ?biMay  10ru fpeoie3  °f  warblers  vrere  reported.  Yellow-throated  Vireo. 
Phfla<i«i  A  '.Ihip-poor-will  and  many  others.  For  the  week  ending  May  14 
yBfdelpya  Vireo,  Goldenwinged  Warblers,  Pine  and  20  other  Warblers 

Buck'Fpmdl3  Sparrow  war.9  reported,  and  the  Black  Terns  returned  to  ’ 


i 
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* 
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Orange-cr.  Warbler  was  reported  the  following  week  and  for  the  last 
week  in  May  Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  Acadian  Flycatcher,  and  23  species 
of  Warblers  were  reported* 

Mr#  Edw#  A.  Fames  reports  Piping  Plover  nest  and  4  Eggs  at  Presque 
Isle,  Erie,  Pa#  on  May  21.  He  also  noted  many  Warbling  Vireos  between 
May  21  and  27,  and  believes  these  were  more  common  than  usual  this 

sping. 

In  New  England  reports  showed  a  peak  of  migration  about  May  13  and 
14,  corresponding  with  our  experience  in  Buffalo#  A  Pacific  Loon  at 
Holyoke,  Western  Grebe  at  Huntington,  adult  little  Blue  Heron  at 
Longmeadow  and  unusual  ^numbers  of  Turkey  Vultures  were  among  the 
many  interesting  notes  from  tho  Bulleton# 


MEETING  OF  MAY  12 

Plans  for  the  Spring  Bird  Census  wore  discussed  by  the  leader,  Mr# 

A#  D#  Wander,  and  territories  assigned  to  different  members#  Weather 
conditions  had  been  such  that  the  census  on  May  16  was  expected  to 
coincide  with  the  height  of  tho  migration  season  this  year. 

It  was  voted 'to  change  tho  By-laws  to  read: 

Article  VIII,  Section  1  Dues: 

’’Commencing  with  the  fiscal  year,  September  1937, ‘dues  shall  be 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  year  payable  in  advance,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  that  when  there  arc  two  or  more  members  to  a  family,  the  dues 
shall  be  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  year  for  one  member  only,  and 
one  dollar  per  year  for  each  additional  member  of  the  family.” 

Meting  of  may~2  g 

In  spite  of  the  inclement  weather,  ten  members  and  their  families 
enjoyed  the  first  out-door  meQting  of  our  group ^ at  Chestnut  Ridge  Park. 
Because  of  the  rain,  the  picnic  supoer  and  meeting  were  held  unoer 
shelter  in  one  of  the  cabins#  Just  before  leaving,  the  weather  cleared 
and  made  it  possible  to  take  a  few  short  trips  after  birds  in  the  park# 

At  this  meeting,  Mr.  Herbert  Pintler  of  Medina  was  elected  to 
associate  membership# 


MEETING  OF  JUNE  8 


For  the  148th  meeting,  our  group  met  for  a  shore  picnic  lunch  and 
meeting  at  Sherkston«  Ont *  Those  who  attended  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  3  piping  plover  feeding  along  the  water* s  edge#  A  nest  found 
earlier  in  the  season  was  later  destroyed#  No  new  nest  was  found 
but  the  presence  of  these  birds  gives  hope  that  they  will  nest 
again  on  this  shore. 


Alice  Sherman 
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A 


THE  STRANGER 

In  cities  vast  or  hamlets  small 
I  found  no  friendly  smile. 

I  was  a  stranger,  so  they  passed 
To  leave  me  in  exile. 

I  found  my  friends  among  the  wilds 
And  pools  of  stream  and  wood. 

I  watched  the  otter  as  he  drank, 

I  saw  where  shy  deer  stood. 

A  wood  thrush  flung  from  throbbing  throat 
His  song  to  very  sky  - 
A  soft  brown  wren  came  to  my  hand. 

Alert,  with  quick  bright  eye. 

Ah  pray,  you  folks  who  come  with  guns 
To  shoot  my  brothers  wild. 

Let  them  live,  lest  none  befriend 
The  lonely  and  exiled  l 

--  A.  Fellow  Member. 


MEETINGS: 

June  23 


FUTURE  EVENTS 


Beaver  Park,  Grand  Island  at  6:00  P.M#  Bring  a 

picnic  lunch. 

No  meetings  in  July  or  August. 


FIELD  TRIPS 


June  27 
July  14 
July  25 


Monthly  Census 
Monthly  Census 

Shore  Bird  Trip  (See  July  issue) 


EDITOR'S  NOTE 


Porthonotary  subscription  price:  50^  per  year,  payable  to  Treasurer. 
The  July  issue  will  feature  Nesting  Records. 

Please  send  in  your  notes  by  July  7. 

Editors  Harold  D«  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N ew  York. 
Business  Manager:  Mrs.  Geo.  Kratzer,  140  Wardman  Rd«,  Kenmoro,  N.  Y. 
Treasurer:  Miss  Bertha  Schwenger,  526  Delaware  Ave „ , Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Honorary  President  -  James  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Buffalo,  N.  Yc 
President  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Vo  President  -  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  275  Mulberry  St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Secretary  -  Miss  Alice  E.  Sherman, 1144  Kenmore  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield,  44  Wingate  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y* 
Statisticians-  Clark  S.  Beardslee  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell. 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 


spite  of  an  un¬ 
caused  floods  in 
2"  of  rain  fell-® 
v/ere  recorded 


THE  MOUTH 

June  temperatures  averaged  slightly  above  normal, . in 
usually  heavy  rainfall  of  near  6"  for  the  month,  winch 
many  parts  of  Western  New  York  on  the  21st  when  nearly 

However  in  1892  and  again  in  1928  over  9s  of  rainfall  ,  h 

for  June.  The  high  water  must  have  destroyed  many  nests  of  birds  h 
breed  on  the  ground  and  in  swampy  areas.  The  lakes  aro  high  an 
mud  flats  are  exposed,  so  we  will  have  to  seek  new  locations  to  ooservo 

shorebirds  diiring  their  southward  migration® 

No  high  winds  were  recorded  during  the  month. 


NOTEWORTY  RECORDS 

M1Y-  N.  Yellowthroat  (F)  Sandusky,  Cliff  Sv/all  (F)  Boston  (Creighton) 
8  -  Osprey.  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Pike  (Creighton) 

25  -  Amer*  Pipit,  (F)  Clarence  (Mrs®  Kratzer,  A®  Sherman) 


JUNE 

29  -  Roseate 


Tern  —  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y®  (Mitchell) 


JULY 

4-64  Species  including 

Hamburg,  N 
4  -  Orchard  Oriole,  Irani. 

10-2  Upland  Plover  -  So® 


8  Y/ar biers  and  3  Vireos  reported  from 
.  Y.  (Bourne) 

Male,  Lincoln1 s  Sparrow  in  song, 
Wainfloet  Marsh,  0nt®(Eames,  Mitchell) 

Dayton,  N.Y®  (Mitchell) 


-x  Y-  Young, 


NESTING  RECORDS 

N  -  Nest,  E  -  Eggs,  00  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp 


Groat  Blue  Heron*.  May  1 -Approx  50  N  -  Grand  Is®  (Mitchell) 

May  16-  Approx  100  N  -  00  (Kelly) 

Black-cr®  Night  Heron:  May  1  -  Approx  40  N  -  Grand  Island  (Mitchell) 

Amer®  Bittern:  May  25  -N4  E  00  (Madison,  Eckler)  v 

Mallard:  May  2  -  N  3E,  destroyed  May  8,  00  (H  8c  Eckler) 

C.  Black  Duck:  May  2  -  N  10  E  destroyed  May  8  00  (H  &  R  Eckler) 

May  8  -  N  10  E,  Pike,  N  Y  (Creighton) 

July  10-2  Broods  Y,  00  (H  8c  R  Eckler) 


••• 


.  «'l 


.  .  •• 

A 


Blue-W.Teal 


May 

May 

May 

May 


8 

16 

25 

18 


N 

N 

N 

N 


9  E,  destroyed  May  14  00  (H  &  R  Eckler) 


12  E 


10  E, 

9  E, 


Y  hatching  on  June  13,  N  empty 
June  19,  00  (  H  &  R  Eckler) 

00  (Madison  Eckleus ) 


deserted  May  22,  E  put  under  hen 

00  (H  &  R  Eckler) 
May  29  -  N  10  E  -  still  hatching  June  21,  00 

(H  &  R  Eckler) 


Wood  Duck: 


Cooper* s  Hawk: 
E.  Red-tailed 


N •Red-shouldered 
Marsh  Hawk: 


July 

May 


10 

8 


—  3 


Broods 
N  16  E 


10 

7 


July 

May 

Hawk:  May  1- 
May  2  - 
Hawk :  May 
May 


-  3  Broods 


Y,  00 
-  May 
May 
'  May 
Y,  00 


(H 

22 

22 


&  R  Eckler) 
A.M.  5  E,  11 
P.M#  16  Y 
Y  left  N,  00 
5c  R  Eckler) 

( Beardslee ) 


Y 


(H&REckler ) 


23 

(H 

N,  Barcelona,  N  Y 
N,  Grand  Island  (Eames) 

N  3  E,  destroyed  at  00  (H  5c  R 
8,  N,  May  13  &  23  3  E,  00  (H 
23,  N  4E,  Springville  Bog  (Brockner,  Alexander) 
Prof*  Alexander  says  that  for  17  con¬ 
secutive  years  the  Marsh  Hawks  have  nested  in  the 
identical  snot  in  this  bog* 

4E 


Eckler) 

&  R  Eckler ) 


E.  Sparrow  Hawk: 
Ruffed  Grouse: 


July 

June 

June 


N 

Y 


WainrfLeet 
learning 


Ring-necked 


Pheasant : 
May 
June 


4  — 

24  - 

13  -  Brood  Y  just 
May  4  -  N  8  E  So. 


Mar ; 


9  - 

23  - 


HE,  Grand 


12 


V 


0 


Florida  Gallinule : July  9-1  Brood 


inner.  Coot 
Killdeer : 


0  (H 
Y,  0 


h,  Ont .  (Eames,  Mitchell) 
to  fly,  Buffalo  (Brockner) 

loft  N,  Holland,  N  Y  (Verrill) 
Wales  (James) 

Island,  (Verrill) 

5c  R  Eckler ) 

0  (  II  &  R  Eckler) 


July  9,  10-3  Broods 
May  30,  N  3  E  -  Roses 


Y  0  0  (H 
Pt.,  Ont, 


Piping 


Plover: 


May  30,  N  4E  -  Sherkston,  Ont. 

destroyed  later  in  day 


.ilson*s  Snipe:  July  11, 
Spotted  Sandpiper :May  24, 

June  13, 


&  R  Eckler ) 

,  (Creightons,  Winships, 
Mitchell ) 

(T  5c  M  Kelly) 
by  men  playing  ball  on 
beach. 

R  Eckler 


Mourning  Dove 


June 

May 

May 

May 

May 


13, 

n 

9, 

1  A 

JL'jc  , 


4  Y,  just  flying,  00  (H  5c 
N  4  E,  June  5,  still  4  E 
Y  had  left,  00  (H  5c  R  Eckler) 

N  4S,  June  20,  4Y,  So.  Wales  (James) 
N  5c  E,  Leroy  (Haze  It  on) 

N  IE,  Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  (T  5c  M  Kelly) 

N  IE,  00  (H  5c T(  Eckler) 


16,  3N,  E  5c 


’t.  Colborn  5c  Mohawk  Pt 


Ontario 


( Census ) 


May 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo: 
Screech  Owl:  July 

Belted  Kingfisher: May 
Northern  Flicker:  May 

May 

June 

June 

Downy  Woodpecker:  May 
E.  Kingbird:  May 

June 

June 

June 


22,  N  2E,  Mud lake  (Avery,  Moore,  Mitchell) 

July  4  N  3E,  2Y  -  Hamburg  (Bourne) 

7,  4Y,  Grand  Island  (Somers ids) 

16,  00  (T  5c  M  Kelly) 

17,  N  5c  E,  00  (H  5c  R  Eckler) 

26,  N,  6Y,  00  (H  5c  R  Eckler) 

11,  N  IE,  July  10  Y  still  in  N,  00  (H  5c  R  Eckler) 
28,  N  5c  Y  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

16,  N,  00  (T  5c  M  Kelly) 

25,  N  IE,  May  30  4E,  June  13  4Y,  June  19  N  empty 

00  (H  5c  R  Eckler 

20,  N  4Y,  00  (H  5c  R  Eckler) 

26,  N  2E,  00  (H  &  R  Eckler) 

26,  N  5c  Y  ready  to  leave.  Grand  Island  (Mitchell) 


2 


«'V 


l 


V 


t 


N#  Crested  Flycatcher:  June  6,  N  4E, 


E#  Phoebe s 


Least 


May 
May 
May 
June 
June 
June 
July 

Flycatcher:  May 


June  26, 
April  24, 

1# 
5, 
5, 

13, 

Hf 

13, 

3, 

16, 


Prairie  Horned 


Tree  Swallow: 


Barn  Swallow 


May  22, 

Lark:  June 
June  25 


Cliff  Swallow: 


E •  Crow : 


May 

June 

May 

June 

July 

June 

July 


30, 

20, 

25, 

3, 

10, 

20, 

10, 


June  19  &  26  4Y  00  .snake  skin  in 
nest  (H  &  R  Eckler) 

N  4Y  00  (H  &  R  Eckler) 

N  00  (H  &  R  Eckler) 

N  -  Boston  Valley  (Verrill) 

N  &  E,  Le  Roy  (Hazelton) 

N  IE,  May  10  -  19,  5E,  May  23  June  5,  5Y, 

N  empty,  00  (H  &  R  Eckler) 

N  &  Y  LeRoy  (Hazelton) 

N  4Y,  Holland  (Verrill) 

N‘ IE  3Y,  Le  Roy  (Hazelton) 

N,  00  (T  &  M  Kelly) 

N,  June  22,  4Y,  July  6  N  empty,  Batavia 

(Pixley) 

6  - ' N  5E,  Lancaster  (Beardslee) 

N  2E,  still  had  1Y  in  N  July  8  Grover  Cleveland 

Park  (Beardslee) 

9N  4  to  6  E,  00  (H  &  R  Eckler) 

Y  left  IN,  00  (H  &  R  Eckler) 

4  N  8c  E,  Y'left  2N  June  20  00  (H  &  R  Eckler) 


Valley 


Lor  oy (Haze It  on ) 
(Mitchell) 


25  N,  17  E,  96  Y  in  1  Barn, 

11,  Many  N  &  Y  Conewango 
7  N  So.  Wales  (James) 

3  Colonies  1  with  14  N,  Conewango  Valley 
near  So#  Dayton  (Avery,  Mitchell) 

3  N  &  E,  00  (H  &  R  Eckler 
2  N  00  (H  &  R  Eckler) 

May  30,  N  at  00  (H  &  R  Eckler) 

Feeding  Y  Orchard  Park,  N#Y# (Mrs #Har bach, 

Winship ) 

White-br.  Nuthatch:  May  22,  N,  Mud  Lake (Avery,  Moore, Mitchell ) 

June  19,  N,  00  (H  &  R  Eckler) 

&  Y,  Angola  (Seeber) 

5E,  Rose  Hill,  Ont#  (Mitchell) 

IE,  June  6,  4E,  June  19,  4Y,  00 (H&R  Eckler) 
]  Leroy  (Hazelton) 


April  24, 
May  8, 

Black-capped  Chickadee: 
Tufted  Titmouse:  May 


20, 


House  Wren: 


Catbird : 


26, 

4, 

30, 


N 

N 

N 


E.  Robin: 


Wood  Thrush: 


June 
July 
May 

June  1#  N3' 
Juno 
June 
July 

April  16, 
April  25, 


13,  N  3E 
13, N June 


Lor oy ‘ ( Ha  z  o 1 1  on ) 

16  3E, 'June  22  4E, 


E.  Bluebird: 


June 

Juno 

Juno 

Juno 

May 


V, 

11, 

13, 

25, 

4, 


N  abandoned,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 
Building  N,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

N  3E,  Horseshoe  Lake  (Pixley) 
up  to  July  12  Y  still  in  N  at 


June  27  2E, 


and  33  other  N 
00  (H&R  Eckler) 


N 

N 

N 

N 

N 


nr 


Loroy  (Hazelton) 

ii  it 


ti 


3Y 

4E  1Y 
1  Cowbird 
IE  later 


tt 


E  &  N  4E,  Loroy  (Hazelton) 
4E,  So.WAles  (James) 


Regarding  this  N,  the 


N  was  very  cold  and  3 
The  samo  pair  started 


Starling: 
Red-eyed  Vireo: 


6  E 
May 
May 
Juno 
June 
April  27, 

June  12, 


of  the  4 
again  to 


first  night 
Y  died  from 
nest  and  on 


(James ) 

2,  N,  3E,  00  (H&R  Eckler) 

7,  N  5E,  Batavia  &  May  14,  N  5Y 
5,  N,  Juno  11  &  18  2N,  5E,  00  (H 
13  N  3Y  Holland  (Verrill) 

N,  Buffalo  (Beardslee) 

N  IE,  2  Cowbirdb  E,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 


out  of  the 
exposure  • 
Juno  21  had 


(Pixloy ) 

&  R  Eckler ) 


June  12,  N  2E 


it 


3 


nl  rL.al 


'  '  •'  ’  *  'r\ 


r 

0>U?J.IK'  00  'll  0  0  £  01  onc;t  *31  ft' 

*a 

v).n.r  •  *G  : 

J  -O.v 

('^oX./fo3.  n  £  U)  it?.or: 

( *io SiloS  H  1,  H)  00 

71 

A  *02 

o/urT» 

{ ‘Xo.DIoS  H  £  H) 

.00 

7,,’  N  O 

ll'iqA 

:  odeoivi  *  >i 


t 


•rA.eue  00  "£h  OS  ft  or  erx- ;T> 
\noUo2.  H  c  H)  3  3  on 


. 


- "  ft  *8  aiflPt  :*0tfotf£3TX*S  6$: 


H)  00  71  ft  ,0S  Ofi/.rT, 


(*ip1?1o£;  H  £  H)  00  ft 


h  ''.’  f  ?  «•  in  • 

y  ~  *  ~  w»»  JL  A  J»  4 


:  *  li.-c-x. '  *1 


Rothonotary  Warbler:  May 

June  19 
Oak 


Yellow  Warbler: 


May 

May 

May 

May 

May 

May 

June 

May 

June 


30,  N  42,  June  6  52,  June  13,5  Y 
N  empty  (This  and  following  records  all  from 
Orchard  Swamp  by  Mr.&Mrs.H.  E,  Eckler ) 


30,  N  4E,  June  6 
25,  N  IE,  May  30 
29  N  5E,  June 


25  N  5E,  June 
16,  N,  May  25 
16,  N,  May  25 

13 
30 


IE  3Y,  June  19  1  addled  E,Y  gone 
6E,  June  6,6E,  June  13  &  19  6Y, 
11  3Y,  2E,  June  13&19,5Y  June  25 

Y  gone. 

6,4E,1Y,  June  13  5Y,  June  19,Ygone. 
3E,  May  29  4E,  00 (  H  &  R  Eckler) 

2E,  May  29  3E,  June  6  4E, 


4Y,  June  19  N  empty  00  ( 
N  2E,  June  19  empty  00 


H  &  R  Eckler ) 
(H  &  R  Eckler) 


Louisiana  Water  Thrush:  June  26,  N  &  Y 


20,N4Y  City  Hospital,  Buffalo  (Brockner) 


Amer,  Redstart 


Redwing : 


E.  MeadowLark: 
Baltimore  Oriole: June 


June 

June 

May 

May 

June 

June 


Hampton  Brook,  Hamburg, N. 
(Bourne,  Savage) 
7,N4E  Leroy  (Hazelton) 


Y. 


15, 

16, 
16, 

V 

21, 


4Y 
&  E. 


it 


it 


00  (H  &  R  Eckler) 


Bronzed 

Cowbird 


N 
N 

N  4E,  Dunkirk  (Brockner) 

N,  Sherkston  (Beardslee) 

N  4Y,  Snyder  (Beardslee) 

N  5Y  2/3  grown  N  blown  out  of  tree,  was 

replaced  and  parents  came  to  feed  at 
once.  However,  on  June  24  all  Y  were 
'found  dead  in  nest. 

Grackle :  May  30,  N  &  Y,  00  (H  &  R  Eckler) 

Nests  parasitized  reported  under  other 
species 

1  Y  being  fed  by  Yellow  Warbler  July  10, 

Buffalo (Mr .&Mrs .Lewis ) 
1  Y  being  fed  by  Yollow  Warbler  July  11, 

Buffalo  (A,  D.  Wander) 


Savannah  Sparrow: July 
Chipping  Sparrow:  May 

May 
June 
July 
May 
May 
May 
May 


Song  Sparrow: 


4, 

N 

4E 

Wainfleet  ] 

29, 

N 

4E, 

June  5'4Y 

31, 

N 

4E, 

June  8,  N 

15, 

N 

IE, 

3  Y  Leroy 

11, 

N 

IE, 

July  12  2] 

8  , 

N 

6E 

00  (H  Sc  R-] 

9,  ' 

N 

63, 

Ft.  Erie, 

26, 

2N,  5E  each,  00 

29, 

7 

N, 

6  had  4-5  ] 

Other 

N  Sc  E  up 

June  15  empty  00 
destroyed  00 


(H&REckler ) 

it 


,  00  (H 
ckler ) 
Ont.  (T 
(  II  &  R 
,  1  had 
May  31 


& 


R  Eckler ) 


;o 


Please  send  in  additional  nesting  records 


for 


the 


&  M  Kelly) 
Eckler ) 

4  Y,  00  (H  Sc  R 
N  with  Y  up 
June  19 • 
issue , 


c", 


Eckler 

to 


August 


NOTES 

For  the  month  of  May,  200  species  wore  recorded  with  75  now  for  the 
year . 

In  Juno  only  117  species  have  been  reported  with  1  new  for  the  year. 

In  a  recent  pamphlet,  ’’Ducks  for  Tomorrow1’  published  by  the  N.  A.  of 
Audobon  Societies,  three  sportsmen  reported  their  observations  made 
during  the  last  hunting  season  from  the  Atlantic  Coast,  the  Mississippi 
Valley  and  the  Pacific  Coast  rogions.  We  hope  that  all  good  sportsmen 
and  conservationists  will  read  this  pamphlet  and  hear  from  unbiased 
observers  about  the  actual  conditions  during  tho  duck  hunting  season- 
just  past. 
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On  the  weekend  of  July  10-13.,  ten  members  of  the  Buffalo  Audubon 
Society  wont  to  Cook  Forest  near  Cocks bury.  Pa.,  about  150  miles  from 
Buffalo,  and  onjoyed  seeing  many  birds  as  well  as  Rhododendrons  in  full 
bloom#  There  are  many  acres  of  virgin  forests  including  a  stand  of 
White  Pines  about  200  ft#  in  height,  said  to  be  over  300  years  old# 

The  most  common  Warbler  was  the  Black-throated  Blue  with  some  Magnolias, 
Blackburnians ,  Black  and  White  and  Canada  to  mention  a  few#  2  Upland 
Plover  and  1  Wilson* 3  Snipe  were  observed  near  South  Dayton,  N.  Y#,  and 
3  colonies  of  Cliff  Swallows  were  noted  in  the  Concwango  Valley  one  of 
which  had  14  nests  with  young. 

George  North  reports  that  the  Arkansas  Kingbird  has  not  been  seen  at 
Hamilton,  Ont.  since  June  27#  On  that  day  James  Savage  and  Harold 
Mitchell  arrived  an  hour  too  late  to  see  it,  but  they  did  see  the  nest 
of  an  Orchard  Oriole  in  a  spruce  tree,  about  20  ft#  high.  George 
reports  that  the  young  left  the  nest  on  the  28th,  and  on  the  same  day 
he  noted  2  Yellow-legs,  7  Least  and  1  Semi-palmated  Sandpipers,  also  a 
Ruddy  Turnstone  on  June  30#  A  Hudsonian  Curlew  was  seen  near  Hamilton 
on  July  4  and  a  Hudsonian  Godwit  at  Depew  St.,  Hamilton  on  July  7. 

On  June  30,  George  reports  a  Brunhich’s  Murre  off  shore  on  Lake 
Ontario,  and  on  July  5;  1  Scaup  Duck,  1  Bufflehead  and  1  Hooded  Merganser 
close  inshore  and  5  Loons  further  out  in  the  lake.  He  understands  that 
Otto  Davitt  of  Toronto  saw  4  Arkansas  Kingbirds  at  Point  Pelee,  Ont.  on 
June  1.  At  last  reports  6  Leconte *s  Sparrow  were  still  in  a  field  at 
Armour  Heights,  North  Toronto 

Birds  observed  in  Rochester  and  vicinity  for  the  week  ending  June  4, 
as  reported  by  Mr*  W#  L#  G#  Edson,  include  Whip-poor-will,  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker  and  Acadian  Flycatcher*  For  the  following  week.  Short -billed 
Marsh  Wren  and  Black  and  White  Warbler  are  noteworthy  and  Mr.  Edson 
remarks  that  he  has  found  more  Warblers  nesting  near  Rochester  this  year 
than  is  usually  the  case#  The  Acadian  Flycatcher  observed  late  in  Juno 
was  probably  a  breeding  bird# 

The  Bulletin  of  New  England  Bird  Life  for  late  May  and  early  June 
mentions  a  rather  poor  migration  of  small  birds  and  also  of  shore  birds. 
Noteworthy  records  include  Pacific 'Loon  at  Ashley  Pond,  Holyoke,  May  23, 
Sooty  Shearwater  off  Middletown,  R#I.,  May  29  and  off  Plum  Is.  Mass. 
May  30#  Amer.  Egret  at  Orleans  May  22  and 'Little  Blue  Heron  adult  in 
night  Heron  rookery  at  Marshfield 'May  23,  Yellow-cr.  Night  Herons  at 
Cohasset  June  7  and  Falmouth  May '27#  King  Eider  off  Monomoy  May  30, 
Golaen  Plover  at  Plum  la.  May  25,  Purple  Sandpiper  as  late  as  May  22 
at  Hampton  Beach,  N.  H.  Baird* s  Sandpiper  at  Lynn  Beach  June  8, 

Red  Phalaropc  at  Monomoy,  May  30,  Amer.  Three-toed  Woodpecker 

in  Northern  N.  H.  May  31,  Another  Sycamore  Warbler,  Mt.  Auburn  Cometary 
Cambridge,  May  16. 


MEMORY  OF  JOHN  JAMES  AUDUBON  HONORED  BY“WPA 


Honoring  the  memory  of  John  James  Audubon,  famous  American  artist  and 
ornithologist,  a  museum  is  being  erected  by  Works  Progress  Administratior 
workmen  in  the  Audubon  Memorial  Park,  a  mile  north  of  Henderson,  Kentucky 
High  on  a  hill  overlooking  a  majestic  stretch  of  the  Ohio  River,  the  graj 
8 tone  two -story  building  is  surrounded  by  the  400-acre  park  with  its 
rolling  land  and  thick  woods# 

The  Federal  Government,  the  State  of  Kentucky,  the  city  of  Henderson, 
the  Henderson  Historical  Society  and  the  Transylvania  Society  are 
sponsoring  the  undertaking*  In  addition,  Audubon  enthusiasts  from  all 
over  the  nation  have  agreed  to  send  in  valuable  prints,  papers,  portraits 
and  other  mementoes  of  the  great  naturalist,  it  Is  announced. 
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complete  collection  of  Audubon  prints  will  be  exhibited,  in  a  double 
frieze  in  the  main  gallery  on  the  first  floor  of  the  museum.  The  second 
floor  will  have  space  for  stuffed  birds ,  books,  which  will  contain  the 
relics  of  Daniel  Boone, 'who  was  a  close  friend  of  Audubon,  and  mementoes 
of  other  contemporaries.  A  Transylvania  room  will  honor  the  notables  of 
this  society  of  early  settlers* 

The  Norman  style  of  architecture  has  been  employed  in  the  museum 
structure  because  of  Audubon* s  ancestry*  This  allowed  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  round  tower  in  the  museum  with  pieon  holes  so  the  birds  can 


nest  in  the  masonry#  A  formal  garden  will  be  laid  out  in  front  of  the 
building  with  the  wheel  from  the  stream  grist-and  lumber  mill  that 
Audubon  built  at  Henderson,  and  which  ended  so  disastrously  for  him. 


m 


Near  the  museum  will  he  a  French  gatehouse 


the  center. 

The  decade  that  Audubon  spent  in  Henderson  included  the  happiest  and 
the  saddest  years  of  his  life.  Kentucky  was  practically  a  wilderness 
when  Audubon,  unsuccessful  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
arrived  at  Henderson  on  a  flatboat  in  1810  at  tho  ago  of 
was  Lucy ' Bakowell  Audubon,  whom  ho  had  married  two  years 
daughter,  Lucy,  died  and  was  buried  there  while  still  a  chi.ld 


Louisville, 

25*  With  him 
before.  Their 


MEETING  OF  JUNE  25 

Our  last  spring  meeting  was  hold  at  Beaver  Island  Park  on  Grand  Island 
with  an  attendance  of  twenty  members  and  guests*  William  Vaughan  gave 
us  a  fine  outline  of  his  work  on  the  chock  list  of  birds  of  Hanover ,N .H». 
and  vicinity,  and  brought  out  some  of  the  differences  in  tho  bird  life 
of  that  region  as  compared  with  Western  Now  York.  Ho  found  his  work 
difficult  because  of  the  meagre  records  which  ho  found  available  from 
past  observations. 

The  subject  of  dues  pertaining  to  new  members  who  join  during  the 
second  half  ’  of  the  year  was  discussed  and  as  there  was  a  former 
motion  passed  to  make  tho  dues  for  such  now  members  joining  after 
April  1,  one  half  the  regular  yearly  dues,  it  was  voted  to  change  the 
ore sent  bylaws  to  conform  with  this  motion. 


COMING  '  'EVENTS 

FIELD  TRIPS: 

July  25:  Shore  bird  trip  to  Canadian  Shoro  of  Lako  Erie, 
Leaders:  Ward  Klopfcr  and  Robert  Mansfield. 

Meet  at  Peace  Bridge  Bust!  Av.  entrance  8  A.M. 
Bring  lunch  and  bathing  suit. 

August  15:  Shoro  bird  trip  to  Canadian  Shore, 

Moot  Poaco  Bridge  8  A.M.  (Bust!  Av.  entrance) 
Bring  lunch  and  bathing  suits. 


EDITOR *S  NOTE 

Please  send  in  notes  on  observations  and  additional  nesting  records 
by  August  10,  1937 . 

Subscription  50^  per  year,  payable  to  treasurer. 


Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Ave.,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
Manager:  Mrs.  Geo.  Kratzer,  140  Wardman  Rd.,  Kenmore,  N.  Y 

~  "  Buffalo,  N.  Y 


Editor  : 

Business 

Treasurer:  Miss  Bertha  Schwenger,  526  Delaware  Ave 
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Honorary  President  -  James  Savage,  Buffalo”  Athletic  Club,  Buffalo, 


President 

V.  President  - 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Statisticians- 


Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Ave  ^ 
Edward  C.  Ulrich*,  275  Mulberry  St., 

Miss  Alice  E. Sherman, 1144  Kenmore  Ave., 
Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield,  44  Wingate  Ave., 
Clark  S.  Beardslee  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell. 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo,  New  York  _ 


THE  MONTH 


It  would  be  difficult  to  find  any  previous  month  so  nearly  normal  as 
the  one  lust  past.  Both  temperature  and  precipitation  were  almost 
identical  with  the  average  mean  for  July,  and  there  were  no  storms  or 
particularly  high  winds  to  punctuate  its  regularity.  It  followed  that 
birdwise  also  the  month  was  rather  uneventful.  Apparently  the  heavy 
rainfall  of  June  did  not  result  in  a3  great  damage  to  the  swamp  and 
ground  nesting  species  as  was  first  feared.  Perhaps  the  floods  occurred 
early  enough  so  that  substitute  ne3ts  were  built,  for  successful  brooas 
were  reported  in  usual  numbers.  The  start  of  the  shorebird  migration 
seemed  to  be  rather  late,  particularly  in  the  case  of  the  Least  band- 
pipers,  which  usually  are  the  first  to  arrive.  This  lateness  was 
interesting  because  of  the  fact  that  the  spring  migration  ^ 

birds  was  equally  late.  As  we  go  to  Press>  that  SeE?eof' 

aro  becoming  so  frequent  from  all  parts  o_  tho  territ  y  r 

safe  in  predicting  an  exceptional  yoar  for  these  beautiful  summer 

visitors. 

High  winds  50  mi.  per  hour  July  ‘36. 


APRIL 
16  - 

17  - 
MAY 

12  - 
13  - 
20  - 
JULY 

9  - 

10  - 

18  - 

21  - 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Florida^Gallinulc  (F)  Oak  Orchard  East  Marsh  (Pixlcy) 


1  Carolina  Wren  (F)  Derby  (Mrs.  H *  u.  Larkin) 

1  Cerulean  Warbler  (F)  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Pixley) 

1000  Chimney  Swift,  entering  chimney  to  roost,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

1  American  Egret  (F)  Portvillo  (Wild)  _  . 

30  Least  (F)  and  few  Semipalmated  (F)  and  Pectoral  (?)  oandpiper. 
Greater  (F)  &  Lesser  (F)  Yellow-legs,  Sherkston,  Ont.(Seeber) 

1  Pr.  Cedar  Waxwing,  1  Pr.  Yellow  ’Warbler,  3  Pr .  Indigo  Bunting, 

All  feeding  Y.,  Lewiston  (Avery)  %  T  i  p-  ^ 

2  American  Egret,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Madison)  Up  ^o  5  Egrets 

have  been  seen  there  continuously  since  (H  &  R  nobler , Mitchell 
•  Somerside) 

3  Semi-palmated  Plover  (F),  1  Black-billed  Plover  (F),  5  Piping 

plover,  Sherkston,  Ont.  (Kelly) 
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Rober t  A Ac. ns  f  1  c  :,c  , 

300  Black  Tern.*  Me  iav;k 

3  Pc o tonal  4  Least,  300  S c mips. Ima ted  Sandpiper^  8  Sardorling(F) 

1  at  Thunder  Bay  7  at  Mohawk  Pt.,  i  Greater  and  30  Lessor  Yellow- 
legs,  1  Black-bclIIed  Plover,  3  Ruddy  Turnstone  (?)  Mohawk  Pt., 
all  Ontario  records* 

28-5  Ruddy  Turnstone,  Port  Erie,  Ont •  (Eamos ) 

29  -  (Also  August  8)  Turkey  Buzzard,  Loroy  (Hazelton) 

AUGUST 

2- 4  Red-breasted  Merganser,  4  Sandcrling,  Long  Beach,  Ont. (Bourne) 

3- 1  Bob  White,  Lyndonvillo,  seen  or  heard  almost  daily  (W. A. Smith) 

-  1  Stilt  Sandpiper  (?),  Long  Beach,  Ont.  (Bourne) 

4- 1  Pintail,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H  &  R  Ecklcr) 

-  1  Red-backed  Sandpiper  (?),  1  Black-bellied  Plover,  Long  Beach, 

Ont .  ( Bourne )  /(f) 

5  -  1  E.  Do 'Witcher  (?)  2  Baird*  s  Sandpiper  (?)  1  Rod-backed  Sandpiper 
1  Western  Sandpiper  (?),  3.6  Species  of  shorebirds  in  all.  Long 

Beach,  Ont*  (Bourne) 

6- 1  Common  Loon,  Sharks ton,  Ont.  (Kelly) 

7- 1  Western  Sandpiper  (?)  Long  Beach,  Onto  (Somersidc) 

1  American  Egret,  E.  Aurora,  Cazenovia  Creek  (Wild) 

1  Stilt  Sandpiper  still  showing  spring  plumage  (Mitchell)  00  Swam" 

8- 1  Duck  Hawk,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Somersido) 

1  Great  Black-backed  Gull,  Adult,  1  Sti It  Sandpiper, 

Sandniper,  Long  Beach,  Ont.  (  -  '  Bourne,  Savage ) 

11  -  25  Nighthawk,  flock,  Buffalo  (Bcardslcc) 

12-1  American  Egret  -  1  Mile  E.  of  Chur chvi lie. 

Sandpiper  -  York  (Mitchell) 

13  -  750  Purple  Martin,  P'orcst  Lawn  (Seobor) 


1  Western 


N.Y. 
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ADDITIONAL  PIESTING  RECORDS 
Y  -  Young,  N  -  Nesij  S  -  Eggs. 


00  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp 


Upland  Plover  N  4  E  near  E 
Ring-ncPheasant  July  28,  N  11  E 


Aurora,  date  not  available  (Wild) 


Screech  Owl 
Barn  Swallow 


House  Wren 

Catbird 
Wood Thrush 

Goldfinch 

Field  Sparrow 
Seng  Sparrow 


July 

August 


July 

August 

July 

July 

Aug . 
Aug , 


29 
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1, 


Female  still  on  N  Aug  3,  Lyndonvill 

(W  A  Smith) 
and  since  2  Y  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

25  Barn  Swallow  IT  with  2nd  brood  of  70  Y  in 
same  barn  as  reported  June  3  (Should  have 
been  June  13)  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

11  in  N,  Rose  Hill,  Cut . (Mitchell ) 
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Y  still  in  N'  Lyndonvill e  (WA  &  Geo. Smith) 
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7.T 


3Y  Leroy  (Hazelton 

If,  1  Cowbirds  E  .  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

3Y  lust  hatched  Leroy  ( Haze It on) 
l'N  3E,'N5E,  N  632,  also  NIL ,  Aug.  3, 

3E  Aug.  3,  4E,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

1,N  3E  also  Y  just  out  of  N,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 
10, N  4E  (1  Y  hatched  July  11)  Leroy  (Hazelton) 
Further  nesting  records  will  be  found  in  the  September  Is  ■ 


Aug. 

July 


2 


% 


- 


. 


3  ■  . 


- 


r.  3i  o  i-  n  :> 


j 


. 


. 


» 


NOTES 

So  far  109  species  have  boon  reported  for  July,  2  being  new  for  the 

year  • 

Miss  Mabel  a •  James  loads  nature  hikes  from  tho  Pratt  farm  at  South 
Wales  each  Sunday  at  10:30  and  2  O’clock, 

W©  indebted  to  Mr#  Wiru  L#  G.  Edson  for  July  notes  from  the 

vicinity  of  Rochester  on  observations  of  the  Burroughs -Audubon  Nature 
Club*  Outstanding  records:  Week  ending  July  2,  a  pair  of  Winter  Wrens 
feoding  young  in  a  swampy  wood  on  Reed  Road*  Breeding  records  of  this 
species  in  western  New  York  arc  extremely  few,  and  this  is  thought  to 
be  the  first  for  Monroe  County,  Week  ending  July  9,  Whip-poor-will  and 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch.  Q  We  recall  only  one  nesting  record  of  tho 
latter  species  from  our  territory,  reported  many  years  ago  by  James 
Savage  from  West  Palls,  and  this  recent  record  from  the  Rochester 
region  leads  us  to  wonder  if  Rod -breasted  Nuthatches  are  regularly  re¬ 
ported  there  during  tho  summer#  Week  ending  July  16,  Barred  Owl,  re¬ 
ported  hooting  in  the  yard  of  Mrs#  Horace  G.  Pierce  on  Albemarle  St# 
Week  ending  July  23,  records  of  the  vanguard  of  the  shorebird  migration, 
with  continued  records  of  the  rarer  resident  warblers,  such  as  Golden¬ 
winged,  Cerulean,  and  Mourning. 

Among  the  many  interesting  reports  from  Mr.  George  North  at  Hamilton, 
Ont .  are  2  Red-throated  Loons  in  full  summer  plumage,  on  July  27  so 
close  inshore  that  a  dog  swam  out  to  try  to  catch  them#  Aug#  5  a 
Horned  Grebe*  In  the  Night  Heron  colony  there  were  still  some  eggs  on 
July  14,  and  half  grown  young  on  Aug.  7  which  seems  very  late#  On 
July  19  a  White  Pelican  was  seen  by  Harvey  Williams  and  George  North  in 
the  Dundas  Marsh.  His  arrival  dates  of  shore  birds  include  Solitary 
Sandpiper  July  9,  Greater  Yellowlegs  and  Pectoral  Sandpiper  July  11, 
Dowitcher  July  10,  Sanderling  July  11,  Hudsonian  Curlew  July  12,  Stilt 
Sandpiper  July  18#  On  Aug#  8  a  notable  record  was  a  Franklin’s  Gull 
in  changing  plumage  and  a  Laughing  Gull  on  Aug.  10.  On  Aug.  9  an 
Olive -sided  Flycatcher  was  seen  along  the  Grand  River.  George  reported 
several  species  of  ducks  already  arrived.  Including  a  pair  of  Old  Squaws 
on  Aug  8. 

Mr®  Larry  Thorpe,  Scout  Ranger  at  Toad  Hollow,  told  Edward  Seeber  and 
James  Holderbaum  that  during  the  early  part  of  the  summer  he  had  seen 
on  several  occasions  a  Summer  Tanagor,  which  ho  described  as  a  more 
pinkish  colored  bird  than  the  Scarlet  Tanrger ,  with  which  he  is 

very  familiar,  and  he  noted  especially  the  lack  of  tho  black  wings  on 
the  Summer  Tanagcr# 

The  Bulletin  of  New  England  Bird-Life  -  June  16  to  July  15  -  lists, 
as  usual,  a  number  of  remarkable  records  from  that  rich  jfcerr itory • 
Examples  are:  Brown  Pelican,  Buzzard’s  Bay,  July  9;  Yellow-crowned 

Night  Heron,  2  records;  Hudsonian  Curlew,  Plum  Is.,  July  6;  Hudsonian 
Godwit,  Monomoy,  July  11;  Glaucous  and  Iceland  Gulls;  Mockingbird, 
Catham;  Brewster’s  Warbler,  Springfield,  July  2;  Prairie  Warbler, 
Manchester,  N.  H.,  June  16;  as  well  as  several  of  the  rare  maritime 
species  which  are  found  on  the  north  Atlantic  coast  during  the  summer. 

EDITOR’S  NOTE 

Pleaso  sond  in  notes  on  observations  and  additional  nesting  records 
by  September  8,  1937. 

Subscription:  50^  per  yoar,  payable  to  treasurer. 

Editor:  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Avc.,  Buffalo,  New  Yorv: 
Business  Manager:  Mrs.  Geo.  Kratzer,  140  Wardman  Road,Kcnmorc,  New  York 
Treasurer:  Miss  Bertha  Schwenger,  526  Delaware  Ave. Buffalo,  New  York 
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REMONSTRANCE  OP  NEW  NETHERLAND 
and  tlio  occurrences  there. 

addressed 

To  the  High  and  mighty  Lords  States 

General  of  the  United  Netherlands 

by 

The  People  of  Nov/  Nether  land 
on  the  28th  July,  1649. 

Representation  of  New  Nethcrland  as  regards  its  location,  productive¬ 
ness  and  poor  condition®  ----------------------- 

n0f  the  Land  Birds:  The  country  is  in  no  wise  deprived  of  its  share  of 
birds,  for  there  are  found  great  numbers  of  birds  of  prey,  such  as: 
two  varieties  of  Eagles,  some  they  name  white-heads,  which  have  a  white 
head,  white  tail  and  white  striking  feathers:  the  others  are  the  common. 
Also,  Hawks,  Sakcrs,  Sparrowhawks,  Buck -hawks ,  (Stccncryters )  Chicken- 
hawks  and  various  other  sorts,  all  birds  of  prey,  and  capable  of  being 
trained  and  used  for  falconry,  though  some  of  thorn  differ  somewhat  in 
shape  from  those  in  Nethcrland®  Hers  is,  also,  a  bird  of  a  white  color 
with  a  head  like  a  cat’s,  and  a  body  like  a  big  owl®  We  know  no  name 
for  it  in  Butch®  In  Prance  they  call  it  Grand  dux,  and  it  Is  held  in 
high  estimation®  The  other  land  birds  consist  mostly  of  Turkeys,  the 
same  as  in  Netherland,  but  wild,  and  best  and  plenties t  in  winter* 
also  various  sorts  of  Partridges,  some  smaller,  some  larger,  than  in 
Netherland*  Plover,  wood  and  water  Snipe,  Pheasants,  Heath-hons,  also 
Cranes,  Herons,  Bitterns,  multitudes  of  Pigeons  closely  resembling 
wood  pigeons,  but  a  little  smaller ;  likewise  quails.  Merlins,  Thrushes 
Sand-pipers,  but  differing  In  some  respects  from  the  Dutch  species. 

There  are  also  other  small  birds,  some  of  which  sing,  but  the  mines  of 
most  of  them  are  unknown  to  us,  and  would  also  take  too  long  to 
enumerate • " 

"Of  the  water  fowl:  BIfforent  sorts  of  water  fowl  likewise  are  found 
there,  which  are  all  very  good  and  fit  to  eat;  such  as  swans,  similar 
to  those  in  Netherland,  and  fully  as  large;  three  specie  of  Geese,  to 
wit,  grey  geese,  which  are  the  largest  and  best;  Brant  geese,  and  White 
heads;  Ducks  of  various  sorts;  Widgeons,  Divers,  Coots,  Spoonbill  and 
several  other  kinds,  but  not  so  numerous  as  the  foregoing. 

Anon. 


FUTURE  EVENTS 

MEETINGS;  Sept.  8  First  Pall  meeting  -  Outdoors  at  Beaver  Park,  Grand 

Island,  6  PM  near  Sidway  house®  Bring  Picnic  Supper. 
"Impressions  of  a  visit  to  a  Tern  Colony"  by  Harold  B.Mitchel 
FIELD  TRIPS: 

Aug®  15:  Shore  Bird  trip  to  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Eric: 

Meet  Peace  Bridge  8:00  A.M.  Bust!  Av® entrance. 

H.D. Mitchell, Tel.  UN-8532 .Bring  Lunch  &  Bathing 
Aug.  29:  Monthly  Census.  suit. 

Sept. 12:  Fall  Warbler  Trip:  C .S .Bcardslee,  leader, 

Tol.  RI-4818,  meet  Delaware  Park,  Windsor  Road 
entrance  7:30  A®M.  Bring  lunch. 

Sept. 19:  Oak  Orchard  Swamp:  Tom.  Kelly,  leader  Tel. RI -2160 
moot  8  A.M.  Main  St.  &  City  Line.  Bring  lunch. 
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August  was  a  particularly  warm  month,  with  temperature  averaging 
nearly  5  degrees  above  normal*  Precipitation  was  an  inch  below  normal* 
There  were  no  particularly  severe  storms  or  high  winds  during  the  month, 
Shorebirds  were  few  in  numbers,  and  migration  of  land  birds  was  later 
than  usual.  As  predicted  in  the  last  issue,  there  have  been  many  re¬ 
cords  of  the  American  Egret  from  all  parts  of  the  territory ^  but  we 
have  searched  in  vain  for  Little  Blue  Plerons,  which  might  aiso  be  expect 
ed  to  accompany  an  extensive  migratory  movement  of  their  larger  cousins* 


JULY 
1 

4 

5 

6 


Abbreviations:  ASP  -  Allegany  State  Park;  00  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp. 


-  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckcr,  Franklin,  also  several  summer  records 

from  ASP  (Vaughan) 

-  and  almost  daily  later.  Slate-colored  Junoo,  Blue-headed  Vireo  ASP 

(Vaughan ) 

-  Whip-poor-will,  Mourning  Warbler,  Hermit  Thrush,  the  2  latter 

many  times  later,  ASP  (Vaughan) 

-  and  later,  Black- throated  Blue  Warbler,  ASP  (Vaughan) 

7  -  and  later,  Olive -backed  Thrush  ASP  (Vaughan) 

12-1  Black  and  White  Warbler,  ASP  (Vaughan)  n  n 

16-2  Black  Tern,  1  Wilson’s  Snipe,  Stilson’s  Pond,  E.  Randolph (Vaughan 

26-8  Ruffed  Grouse,  ASP  (Vaughan) 

AUGUST 

5-1  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  (F)  Springvillc  (Creighton) 

1  Goldon-wingcd  Warbler,  ASP  (Vaughan) 

1  Mallard,  1  Wood  Duck,  51  Wilson’s  Snipe,  So*  Dayton  Marsh  (Vaughc 

1  Woodcock,  Leroy  (Hazclton) 

2  Solitary  Sandpiper,  Forest  Lawn  (Sceber) 

Black-bellied' Plover,  in  flooded  field.  Bason  (Eamos  ) 

_  Green-winged  Teal,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (II  &  R  Ecklcr) 

Trip  to  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Eric,  11  D  Mitchell,  Leader;  species^ 
including  5  Amer*  Merganser,  Pt.  Abino,  1  Pintail,  Rose’s  Point 
10  species  of  shore  birds 

6  Green-winged  Teal,  6  Amer.  Egret  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Savage) 
also  Sept  6-1  Amer*  Egret  -  Stilson’s  Pond,  S.  Randolph  (Vaughan) 

80  Black  Terns,  increasing  in  numbers  to  500  by  Aug*  25,  Niagara 
River  near  Peace  Bridge  (Mitchell) 

18-2  Woodcock,  A*S.P*  (Vaughan) 


5 

9 

12 

15 

14 

15 


-  1 


13 

3.7 


■ 


V. 


' 


. 


, 


' 


; 

* 


* 


f 


. 


‘ 

\ 


* 

' 


AVGUST 

19-1  Turkey  Buzzard,  Leroy  (Hazclton) 

20  -  1  N.  Water  Thrush  (F),  1  Canada  Wufolor  (F)  2  Olive-backed  Thrush(p) 

Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

22  -  12  Wood  Duck,  Wiscoy  Creek,  Pike  (Heard.) 

-  2  Osprey,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Eames) 

-  1  Amer.  Egret,  2  Caspian  Tern,  Cuba  Lake  (Vaughan) 

-  1  Black  &  White  Warbler  (P),  2  Magnolia  Warbler  (F),  Delaware  Park 

(Mitchell) 

25-6  White -rump ed  Sandpiper  (P),  Low  Banks,  Ont •  (Eames) 

26  -  Last  Barn  Swallows  left  their  nesting  quarters  in '’earn  at  Leroy 

(Hazelton ) 

27  -  75  Nighthawk,  200  Purple  Martin,  Eggertsvillo  (Somersido) 

28  -  1000  Black  Tern,  2  Western  Sandpiper,  Ft#  Erie,  Ont . ( Brocknor, 

Somers id e ) 

-  1  Acadian  Flycatcher  (P)  Chestnut-sided  Warbler  (P)  Lincoln 

Park  ( Somers idc) 

29  -  800  Bonaparte !s  Gull,  Niagara  Liver,  1  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher, 

(F)  2  Ovcnbird  (P)  Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 
31-1  Amer.  Egret,  near  Ellicott  Crook,  Tonawanda  (Fischer) 

SEPTEMBER 

1  -■  2  Baldpate  ,  1  Golden-winged  Warbler  (L),  3  Bay-breasted 

Warbler  (F) (Mitchell) 

2  Roost  of  1500  Purple  Martin,  200  Starling,  100  Bronzed  Gracklc, 

100  Robin  on  Dopew  nr  Starin  Avc.  Buffalo.  Driven  away  with 

Roman  Candles  (Wander,  Mitchell) 

4-14  Pintail,  4  Ruddy  Turnstone,  1  White-rumpcd  and  1  Baird’s  Sand¬ 
piper,  1  Blackpoll  Warbler  (F)  Rockhousc  Point,  Ont. 

1  Forster’s  Tern,  Mohawk  Pt.  Ont.  (Savage,  Mitchell) 

4  -  10  Osprey,  Long  Beach,  2  Caspian  Tern,  Morgan’s  Point  (Brockncr, 

Somers idc ) 


5- 13  Species  of  Warblers  at  Hamburg,  including  3  Black- throated  Blue 

(P)  Nashville  (F),  Blackburnian  (F),  1  Pine  (F),  1  Hooded  and 
Canada  (Bourne) 

-  18  Shoveller,  8  Amer •  Egret,  5  Green-winged  Teal,  Oak  Orchard 

Swamp;  1  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher,  1  Philadelphia  Vireo(F), 

1  Tennessee  Warbler  (F),  2  Nashville  Warbler  (F),  8  Black- 
throated  Green  Warbler (F),  Indian  Falls  (Seeber,  Mitchell) 

-  1  Whip-poor-will  (F),  1  Philadelphia  Vireo  (F)  12  Black-throated 
Blue  Warbler  (P),  4  Black-throated  Green  Warbler  (F), 

1  Western  Palm  Warbler  (F),  1  Connecticut  Warbler  (F', 

1  Wilson’s  Warbler  (P  ,  1  Yellow  Warbler  (L),  1  Veery, 

2  Scarlet ' Tanager,  Lincoln  Park  ( Somers ide  ) 

6- 1  Amer.  Egret,  Cuba  Lake  (Vaughan) 

-  1  Acadian  Flycatcher,  4  Western  Palm  Warbler,  and  11  other  species 

Warblers,  Lincoln  Park  (Somersido) 

-  1  Yellow-throated  Vireo,  1  Warbling  Viroo,  IN.  Parula  Warbler  (F) 

Lincoln  Park  (Mitchell) 

7  -  Connecticut  Warbler,  Wilson’s  Warbler,  Hamburg  (Bourne) 

8-6  Baldpate,  3  Ruddy  Turnstone,  Niagara  Falls,  (Mitchell) 


2 


ADDITIONAL  NESTING  RECORDS 


Y  -  Young,  N  -  Nest,  1 

Blue-winged  Teal  July 

Aug. 

Wood  Duck 


Egg 


s. 


00 


-  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  ASP  Allegany 

State  Park 


N 


with  E,  00  (Madison,  rep.  Eckler ) 


Ruffed  Grouse  July 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 


it 

tt 

St 


2 

14  Half  Grown  Y  00  (H  &  R  Eckler) 

Reported  as  nesting  earlier  this  summer 
Wi3Coy  Creek  near  Pike  (Cap.  Shepard) 
Brood  10  Y  So.  Wales  (James) 


on 


25 

12 

21 

28 

11 

11 


Wilson?s  Snipe  July 

Spotted  Sandpiper  June 
Mourning  Dove  Sept.  5 

Ruby- t hr .Hummingbird Aug • 16 


N.  Flicker 
Yellow-bellied 
Least  Flycatcher 
Blue  Jay 
House  Wren 


July 
apsuckei 
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CO  * 


8, 


16 
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July 
J  une 
J  uly 
Aug  a 
Aug  • 

Sept 
July 
July  51, 
July  12, 
June  12, 

y  8, 

iept •„ 


N  with  E,  00  (Madison,  rep.  Eckler) 

2  Partial  Albino,  00  (Eaines  ) 

11  E,  Hatched  Aug.  16,  Lynd onv i lie (WA Smith 
Y  just  starting  to  fly,  00  (E  &  R  Eckler) 
4E  Yorkshire  (Fischer) 

2Y  about  5  days  old,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

2E  -  Broken  when  tree  was  sprayed, 
Lvndonville  (  W.  Aa  Smith) 
still 'in  N,  00  (H  &  R  Eckler) 

Juno  23,  N 
-  3  Y  just 
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,  Franklinville  (Vaughan) 
ing  ASP  (Vaughan) 
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E,  Robin 

Wood  Thrush 
Cedar  Waxwing 

Red-eyed  Vireo; 

Chestnut -sided  Wfarblcr,  July  9, 

N  3 
3Y, 

N  1 
Aug 
N  6 

N  4 


E, 
Y, 
v  • 
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Ovenbird, 

E. Goldfinch 


July 
July 
Aug 

Aug 
Aug 


8, 

20, 

1, 


July 

tt 


Red-eyed  Towhce 
Slate-colored  Junco 
Chipping  Sparrow  July 

uly 


T 
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Field  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 


Aug . 
Aug . 
Aug . 


8  y 

Up 
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°  y 

25, 

1  *1 

•La-  y 

26, 


Q  ' 
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o 
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Java  Center  (Eamos ) 

Y  v  A • 3 , P  o  (V aughan ) 

Y  destroyed,  00  (H  &  R  Eckler) 

OC  " (H  &  R  Eckler) 

nearly  grown,  Eo  Aurora  (Wild) 

A  •  S  ,  P  v  ( Vaughan ) 

00  (II  &  R  Eckler) 

00  ,f  i! 

E  Abandoned  June  23,  Java  Center (Eames ) 
Y,  A .S . P •  (Vaughan ) 

Cowbird ' s  E,  deserted,  Leroy (Hazelton ) 

N  4E,  ASP  (Vaughan) 

E ,  ASP  ( V aughan ) 

Rand o Iph  ( V aughan ) 

4  E  .Aug.  4,  2  Y  Aug 
LeRoy  (Hazelton) 
rep*  N  6  E.  Augw  1, 

Le  Roy,  (Haze lb on) 
o  (Vaughan) 

So.  Wa 1 e  s  (James) 

1  E,  July  12  2H ,  July  19,  2E 
Y  1  Addled  E,  2  Y  loft  N  Aug.l, 

(H  &  R  Eckler) 

3Y,  Lc  Roy  (I:a  zo  It  on) 

Y,  00  (II  &  R  Eckler) 

Y  Cowbird,  00  (H  h  R  Eckler) 


Hi  j 


J  9 

30, 
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,  16,  Y  left  N 
Le  Roy (Hazelton ) 


-\r 

5 


A .  S  *  P 


v 


9 

00 


8: 


SUMMER  BIRDS  OP  ALLEGANY  STATE  PARK 


Up  to  the  present  time,  141  species  of  birds  have  been  found  in 
Allegany  State  Park  and  its  vicinity  during  the  months  of  July  and 
August.  Of  this  number,  27  occur  as  summer  visitants  and  early  fall 
migrants;  of  the  remaining  114,  101  have  been  known  to  brood  in  tho 
Park  proper  at  least  once,  and  the  13  others  in  tho  close  vicinity. 
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it  is  natural  uhat  variations  in  ecological  factors  in  different 
part-3  of  Western  New  York  should  cause  the  absolute  and  relative 
abundances  of  species  to  vary  correspondingly.  Particularly  important 
factors  in  southern  Cattaraugus  County,  which  includes  the  State  Park, 
seem  to  be  (1)  the  relatively  high  altitude  which  reduces  the  moan 
temperature  during  tho  summer,  and  (2)  the  VGry  high  percentage  of 
wooded  country.  The  first  factor  increases  the  number  of  species  which 
ordinarily  breed  farther  north  than  this  region,  while  the  second  re¬ 
duces  the  relative  abundance  of  birds  of  tho  open  fields  and  of  the 
semi-open  country « 

The  following  species  which  ordinarily  are  not  found  in  any  other  part 
of  Western  New  York  during  the  summer  breed  in ' the  Park  region:  Hermit 
Thrush,  Olive-backed  Thrush,  Blue-headed  Vireo,  Black  and  WhiteWarbler . 
Other  species  which  breed  in  the  Park  region,  and  which  are  probably 
not  found  breeding  as  commonly  elsewhere  in  Western  New  York  are: 

Magnolia  Warbler,  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler,  Blackburnian  Warbler, 
Canada  Warbler,  and  Slate-colored  Junco.  I  saw  every  one  of  these 
species  regularly  during  July  and  early  August  of  this  year.  Among 
uho  less  regular  birds  that  belong  in  this  category  are:  Winter  Wren, 
Brown  Creeper,  Nashville  Warbler,  Northern  Parula  Warbler,  and  Yellow- 
Chat*  The  normal  breeding  range  of  ail  fourteen  of  these 
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But  besides  tries o  species  which  usually  breed  more 


southern  Cattaraugus  County 
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than  elsewhere  in  western  Nov/  York,  there 
bund an i o  is  markedly  different  than  in  the 
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are  many  species  whose 
rest  of  our  territory, 
examples ; 

TJnti.i  I  v/ent  to  the  Park  this 
ed  Hawk,  during  tho  breeding  season  in  Cattaraugus  or  Allegany  County- 
Bed-tailed  Hawks,  however,  are  common  summer  residents  *  Are!  as 
Box  >j  dor  a  be  11  eve 
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some  of  the  most  noteworthy 


I  had  never  seen  a.  Rec-shoulde. 


the  Red-shouldered  Hawk  is  more  common  within  the 


Park  tlnan  the 


rrning  Doves  are  rare  birds 


d  Cuckoos  are  common 

a  bun  dan' 


and 


Barn  Swallow  in  the  most  s  rut horn  part  of 


Bed-tailed  r, 

Yellow -billed  ana  Black-bi.llo 
equal  numbers  <,  Cliff  Swallows  are  tho  mo  a 
outnumbering  even  the 
county.,  Wood  Thrushes  and  Worries  are  restricted  to  the 
while 
lands a 

Yellow  Warblers  are  rare 5  ton  other  suedes  0 
abundant  within  tho  Park.,  Northern  Yellcw~tb> 
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^0U 


-1  - . 

x  a  'J 


i.owor  valleys  i 
in  higher 


.he  Hermit  and  Olivo -backed  thrushes  occur 
The  Hermit  apparently  outnumbers  any  of  tho  other  four  species 


f  Warblers  arc  more 
u-oat.  Indigo  Bunting, 


abundant  in  tho 


Paik  and  its  vicinity  than  any  other  part 


of  Western  Now  York  with 


which  I  am  familiar,  the 


first 


two  species  being  particularly  numerous 


During  this  summer  I  did  not  once  sec  any  of  tho  following  species 
which  one  would  ordinarily  expect  to  find  breeding  in  the  area:  Crested 
and  Alder  Flycatchers.,  Brown  Thrasher,  Yellow-throated  Vireo,  Cowbird, 
Migrant  Shrike,  and  White-throated  Sparrow.  While  at  first  glance  it 
docs  not  seem  as  if  this  last  species  should  bo  expected,  the  presence 
of  the  several  northern  Warblers,  Blue-headed  Vireo,  and  Hermit  and 
Olive-backed  Thrushes  causes  the  White-throats  to  be  conspicuous  by 
their  absence. 

This  brief  summary  shows  the  major  differences  between  the  abundance 
of  birds  in  southwestern  New  York  and  that  part  of  Western  New  York 
with  which  most  members  of  tho  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  arc 
familiar.  T  find  that  there  is  a  greater  similarity  between  birds  of 
central  Vermont,  the  Adirondacks,  and  Cattaraugus  County  than  between 
tho  birds  in  the  vicinity  of  Buffalo  and  those  in  Cattaraugus  County. 

-  William  C.  Vaughan 
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Wc  have  just  received  a  copy 
Slope  jl*  the  Azucro  Pon insult 
ALud  r  icli  and  Ben  j  anir.  Pat  t  one  on 


of  ,f Tho 

(Republic 


Birds  andMr-S?mala  of  tho  Wo  stern 
of  Panama)1’,  by  John  Warren 
*  Mr*  Aldrich  was  one  of  the 


original  charter  members 


of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  and  is 


nov,  aii  honorary  member*  He  is  now  associated  with  the  Cleveland  Museum 
of  Natural  Science  at  Cleveland,  Ohio*  The  Azuero  Peninsula  projects 
southward  into  the  Pacific  Ocean,  is  45  miles  wide  at  its  base  and  75 
miles  wide  across  its  end  and  65  miles  deep*  Some  of  the  mountains 
rise  to  7,000  ft,  elevation  and  there  is  a  considerable  variety  to  the 
bird  life  of  various  parts  of  the  peninsula*  The  expedition  covered 
the  period  from  February  2  to  April  4,  1932,  during  which  period  164 
suscies  of  Dirds  were  recorded,  several  being  new  subspecies.  It  was 
interesting  to  note  the  presence  of  certain  migratory  birds  such  as 
Broad -winged  Eawlfc*  Semi -pa Ima ted  Plover,  B  lack-bellied  Plover, ' 
Hudscnian  Curlew,  Spotted  Sandpiper,  Willot,  Solitary  Sandpiper, 

Greater  Yellowlegs ,  Dowitchcr,  Somi-palmatcd  Sandpiper,  Chuck-Will ’  s- 
Widow,  Crested  Flycatcher,  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher,  Catbird,  Phila¬ 
delphia  Vircor  Black  and  White,  Prothonotary,  Tennessee,  Chestnut-sided 
and  Kentucky  Warbler,  Redstart,  Baltimore  Oriole,  and  Scarlet  Tanagcr, 
The  editor  will  bo  glad  to  loan  his  copy  of  this  interesting  publica¬ 
tion  to  any  member  who  would  liko  to  read  it  and  wc  compliment  Mr  * 
4±driih  on  the  publication. 


To  date,  144  species  havo  boon  reported  for  tho  month  of  August, 
five  being  now  for  tho  year0  Wo  now  have  131  species  reported  for  the 
month  of  July,  two  of  those  being  now  for  tho  year* 


Readers  of  the  Prothonotary  will  be  very  pleased  to  learn  of  the 
marriage,  on  August  29th,  of  Edward  C,  Ulrich  and  Alice  E,  Sherman,. 
Both  Ed  and  Alice  have  been  members  of  our  society  since  its  ear  fy 
days,  and  have  taken  major  parts  in  all  of  our  activities*  Nothing 
which  has  transpired  since  that  epochal  day  In  November.  1929  when 
the  society  was  formed  has  given  us  as  great  pleasure  as  we  take  in 
reporting  their  marriage. 

Mr 9  E*  A.  Eames  reports  2  Dowitohers,  2  Baird’s  Sandpipers,  2  Piping 
Plovers,  and  hundreds  of  Sander lings  at  Erie,  Penna.  on  August  29c 
Ho  saw  no  Terns  of  any  kind  at  Erie  that  day,  which  seems  unusual  at 
this  season. 


Ir  a  letter  from  Wading  River, 


,ong 


Island,  N.  Y.,  Miss  Cormie  Mooro 


Shore-billed  Marsh  Wren 


mentions  many  interesting  observations  of  birds  during  July  and  August. 
Among  them  wore  several  Amort  Egrets,  15  Wood  Duck.  2  Duck  Hawk,  50 

3  White -eyed  Vireo  and  1  Yellow-breasted  Chat, 
these  at  Troy  Meadows  Swamp*  Also  3  Little  Blue  Herons  au 
s  Bay  and  Hummingbird  on  nest  at  ’Wading  River  July  20® 

'Q  enclosed  2  newspaper  items  telling  of  tho  capture  of  2  Great 
ms  which  alighted  in  tho  streets  of  Newark  and  Vv *  Orange,  N*J* 
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Miss- 
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indebted  to  Mr.  W*  L*  G«,  Ed  son  for  note; 
e  and  vicinity,,  An  American  Egret  visit* 
Barand -Eas cman  Park  on  July  26*  An  early  record 
Flycatcher  was  August  13,  at  Menaon  Pond’s  Park. 


on  birds  observed  in 
:  the  small  ponds  in 
or  cho  Ycllow-bollicd 
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On  Mender  -  October 
’ 1 W c. ter-  Mi r d s 1 '  w  i  1  1 
Science,  The  instruc 
will  occupy  ten  weeks 
evening,  and  field  tr 
museum  course  res trie 
the  course  will  go  do 
many  of  our  own  socic 
opportunity. 


11  tii ,  at  8; 00  PU.H,  a  new  course  on  the  subject 
hold  its  first  session  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of 
tor  will  be  Mr#  Harold  D«  Mitchell*  The  course 
,  with  meetings  at  the  Museum  each  Monday 
ips  each  weekend.  This  is  the  first  time  a 
ted  to  water  birds  has  boon  offered  and  since 
cply  into  the  subject  of  identification,  a  good 
ty  members  may  v/ish  to  avail  themselves  of  this 

C.  S.  Beardslee. 


FUTURE  EVENTS 

MEETINGS:  Sept.  22  -  Annual  Meeting,  Reports  and  Election  of 

Officers.  8:00  P#M#  at  Nichols  School 
Cottle  Room. 

Oct.  13  -  8:00  P#  M#  at  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science, 

Roosevelt  Field  Club  Rooms.  Program  to 
be  announced  later. 


FIELD  TRIPS: 

Sept.  12  -  Fall  Warbler  Trip:  C .S .Beardslee ,  Leader, 

Tel.  RI-4818,  meet  Delaware  Park, 

Windsor  Road  entrance,  7:30  A.  M. 

Bring  Lunch. 


Sept.  19  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp:  Tom  Kelly,  Leader, 

Tel.  RI-2160  mee  8:00  A.M.  Main  Street  & 
City  Line.  Bring  Lunch. 


Sept.  26  -  Monthly  Census. 

Oct-,  3  -  Lake  Ontario  Shore:  R#  M.  Verrill,  Leader. 

Te3 .  DE-5105,  meet  8:00  A.M.  Main  St.  & 
City  Line,  Bring  Lunch*  We  expect  to 
meet  Mr.  Guelf  at  Brockport  later  In  the 
morning • 


EDITOR  ~  NOTE" 


Flea-re  send  in  notes  on  observations  and  additional  nesting  records 
by  Go toner  6,  1957 1 

Subscription:  50£  per  year*  payable  to  treasurer. 


Editor c  Harold  Dr  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Ave.,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
Business  Manager:  Mrs,  Geo.-  Kratzer.  140  Wardman  Rd . ,Kenmore,  N.  Y. 
Treasurer:  Miss  Borbha  Schwenger.,  523  Delaware  Avc .  Buffalo,  N.Y. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE 


BUFi 


‘ALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Honorary  President  -  James  Savage, 
President  -  Alfred  D<  Wander, 

W  President  -  Edward  C0  Ulrich, 
Secretary  -  Mrs «  E.C.  Ulrich, 


Buffalo  Athletic  Club, 
175  Saranac  Avc . , 

193  LaSalle  Ave., 

193  LaSalle  Avc., 


Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield,  44  Wingato  Avc., 
Statistician  -  Clark  S.  Beardslee  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell. 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 


Buffalo,  hew  York 
THE'  MONTH 

Although  the  month  of  September  commenced  with  several  unusually 
warm  days,  cooler  weather  followed  and  the  entire  month  averaged 
1  degree  below  normal*  Precipitation  was  nearly  2  inches  below  the 
average*  There  were  no  winds  of  over  45  mi*  per  hr*  velocity.  A 
number  of  American  Egrets  remained  throughout  the  month  and  after  the 
weather  became  cooler,  several  waves  of  warblers  and  shore  birds 
appeared  in  their  normal  numbers*  Water  levels  were  slightly  lower, 
but  still  are  quite  high,  and  many  mud  flats  were  still  covered* 

Noteworthy  Records 

JULY 

17  -  200  Least  and  Semipalmated  Sandpipers,  2  Baird’s  Sandpiper  (F) 

Long  Beach,  Ont*  (Bourne) 

AUGUST 

26  -  Purple  Martins  left  their  bird  houses  at  Mr.  H.  H.  Larkin’s 

estate  at  Derbv,  much  later  than  usual. 

SEPTEMBER 

2-1  Cooper’s  Hawk,  1  Marsh  Hawk,  100  Night hawk*  1  Olive-sided 

Flycatcher,  Forest  Lawn  (Sceber) 

5- 1  American  Egret  5  miles  E.  of  Morton,  N.Y*  also  seen  there  on 

the  7  and  12  (Geo.  Smith) 

6- 2  Horned  Grebe,  Morgan’s  Point,  Ont.  (Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kratzer) 

8-1  Amer.  Egret  -  Grand  Island  W.  River  (Hoctor,  rep.  Somers ido) 

11- 1  Gray-cheeked  Thrush  (P)  Lincoln  Park  (Mitchell) 

-  1  Amer.  Egret,  Lyndonville  (George  Smith) 

12  -  Fall  Warbler  Trip,  Buffalo  to  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie 

C*  S.  Beards  lee.  Leader,  accompanied  by  W.  Brockner. 
Mr*  Verdi  Burtch,  Miss  Ellis  and  Miss  Baker,  Mr.  &  Mrs*  Ulrich 
Mr.  H.  D*  Mitchell  joined  the  party  later.  Observations  includ- 
3  Red  Br.  Merganser,  Mohawk  Point,  Ont.,  11  Species  of  Shore- 
birds,  300  Black  Tern,  both  Cuckoos,  Crested,  Yellow-bellied  an 
Least  Flycatcher,  Wood  Pewee,  Olive-backed  Thrush,  1  Blue-hoade 
1  Philadelphia  and  1  Warbling  Vireo,  15  species  of  Warblers  in¬ 
cluding  10  Cape  'May,  2  Black-thr*  Blue,  1  Blackburnian,  2  W.Pa? 

3  N.  Water-thrush,'  1  Mourning  Warbler,  Scarlet  Tanager  &  3  Eos 
br.  Grosbeak.  Also  1  Broad  W.  Hawk,  Ridgeway  (Mitchell) 

12- 1  Pigeon  Hawk  (ate  up  Robin  in  Mr.  Schutrum’s  yard  in  Buffalo) 

12  -  POsprey  shot  in  Buffalo  (reported  in  paper  erroneously  as 

Hen  Hawk) 

13  -  Whip-poor-will  (L)  Lincoln  Park  (Mitchell) 

15-1  Gray-cheeked  Thrush  (F)  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 


V 


1 


. 


« 


ft 


> 


SEPTEMBER 

17-2  Hermit  Thrush  (F) 

1  Turkey  Vulture,  also  seen  23rd  &  30th  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

2  White-thr.  Sparrow  (F)  Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

19  -  Trip  to  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  Tom  Kelly  Loader,  9  Members  present. 

List  included  5  Amer.  Egret, 

4  Black  Tcrn^.  1  Barred  Owl  (R.  Ecklcr),  6  Tree  and  1  Barn 
Swallow.  The  day  was  cold  and  windy. 

19-6  Rough-winged  Swallow  (L)  Dcpew,  N.Y.  (Mitchell) 

19- 5  Chimney  Swift  (L),  1  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  (F)  Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

(Somerside ) 

2  Red-br.  Nuthatch  (F)  Hamburg  (Bourne) 

25  W.  Palm  Warbler,  Lowbanks,  Ont.  (Somerside) 

20- 2  Rusty  Blackbird  (F)  Delaware  Pk  (Holderbaum,  Mitchell) 

1  Ycllow-thr.  Vireo  (L)  M  n  (Holderbaum) 

8  Slate-colored  Junco,  (F)  Delaware  Park,  1  Goldcn-cr.  Kinglet (F) 

Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

21  -  Pine  Warbler  (F),  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

12  Canada  Goose,  Lyndonvillc  (Mrs.  W.  A.  Smith) 

22  -  27  Nighthawk,  1  Fox  Sparrow  (F) 

1  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckcr  (F)  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

23  -  Cooper’s  Hawk,  Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

24-1  Osprey,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Pixlcy) 

2  Purple  Martin  (L)  Buff alo ( Somers ide ) 

1  Hudsonian  Cur  lev/,  Roses  Point,  Ont.  1  Whitc-rumped  Sandpiper 

Ft.  Eric,  Ont.  (Savage) 

20  Nighthawk  (L)  Kcnmore  (Beards lee) 

1  Nighthawk  (L)  Buffalo  (Somerside) 

2  Golden  Plover  (F)  Pt  •  Abino,  Ont.  1  Laughing  Gull  (F) 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

1  Brown  Creeper  (F)  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

26- 7  Canada  Goose,  Lake  Leroy  (Hazelton,  Pixley) 

2  Rough-  winged  Swallow,  Grand  Island  (Brockner,  Somerside) 

5  Amer.  Egret,  Last  day  seen  at  0.0.,  1  Northern  Phalarope  (F) 

1  Long-billed  Dowitcher,  (F)  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H  &  R  Eckler, 

J.  Savage,  Verrill,  Wander) 

27- 1  Scarlet  Tanager,  Delaware  Park  (McDonald 

3  White-W.  Scoter  (F)  Buffalo  Harbor  (Mitchell) 

28- 1  Pigeon  Hawk,  Forest  Lawn,  also  1  Palm  Warbler,  v/ith  complete 

Yellow  underparts,  probably  a  Yellow  Palm.  As  no  speciman 
has  ever  been  taken  here  should,  not  be  taken  as  definite  re¬ 
cord  (Mitchell) 

29- 2  White-crowned  Sparrow  (F)  Forest  Lawn  (Boardslee) 

1  Wilson’s  Warbler  (L)  Poorest  Lawn  (Boardslee) 

OCTOBER 

1  -  400  Rusty  Blackbird,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  3  Purple  Finch,  Lockport 

( Beardslee ) 

2-13  Red-backed  Sandpiper  -  Grand  Island  25  Bronzed  Grackle,  (1  eat¬ 
ing  Garter  Snake), 175  Rusty  Blackbird,  Lincoln  Park 

(Brockner,  Somerside) 

1  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  (L)  Batavia  (Pixley) 

1  Cooper’s  Hawk,  1  Western  Sandpiper  (L),  Oak  Orchard  Swamp 

(  H  &  R  Ecklcr) 
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OCTOBER  3  -  FALL  DTjCK  CENSUS*  Due  to  the  unusually  early  opening  of 

the  duck-shooting  season  in  Western 
New  York  on  October  9,  it  was  decided  to  take  our  annual  fall  duck 
census  on  the  3rd,  It  actually  proved  to  be  about  as  much  of  a  shore- 
bird  census  as  a  duck  census,  and  there  were  so  many  interesting  and 
valuable  migration  data  records  that  the  complete  list  will  bo  given. 

The  census  was  capably  conducted  by  Mr,  C~..  A,  Somerside  who 
appointed  territories  with  leaders  as  follows: 


TERRITORY 

A  -  Buffalo  Harbor  -  Niagara  Rivc-r 
B  -  CanadB.nSh.oro  Lake  Erie 

C  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  Region 
D  -  Niagara  Palls,  N  Y 
E  -  Chautauqua  County 
F  -  Java,  Rushford,  Silver  Lakes 

G  -  Braddocks  Bay  &  Vicinity 

H  -  Lincoln  Park  &  Grand  Island 


LEADER  and  ASSISTANTS 


Savage 


James 

H  D  Mitchell,  Roger  Cobb,  Mr.& 
Mrs, TOM  Kelly, MissCornie  Moore 
R  M  Verrill,  Alfred  Wander 
C  S  Boardslee 

Miss  Mary  E  Brown, W  Brockner 
Mr .&Mrs • J .  A.  Creighton 
Mr.&Mrs.  Ben,  Winship 
Mr • &Mr s • Edw .  Ulrich 
Mr « &Mr s,  Gco.Kratzcr 
C  A  Somerside , Miss  Jeannette 
Gus  taf  s  on , Mrs • L .Mansf ic Id , 

Mrs.  D.  M*  Reynolds. 

Miss  E.Rosa,  Miss  Edith  Robson 
Mrs.  R.  Madison  &  son, Richard 
Mrs.  Ora  Pixlcy,Fred  Hazelton 
Miss  Mabel  H  James 
letters  refer  to  the  above  groups 
are  due  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.C. Ulrich 


1  -  Dc lav/are  Park  &  Forest  Lawn 

J  -  Batavia,  Leroy  &  vicinity 
K  -  South  Wales  &  vicinity 

In  the  list  which  vollows ,  the 
responsible  for  the  record.  Thanks 
for  preparing  the  data  from  the  combined  lists  for  publication,  and  to 
Mr.  R.  M.  Verrill  for  furnishing  the  Buffalo  Courier-Express  with  the 
information  set  forth  in  their  October  4  morning  edition.  Total  of 
all  observations  follows: 

Horned  Grebe  101,  Pied-billed  Grebe  51,  Double-crested  Cormorant2 
(A,3),  Great  Blue  Heron  49,  Amer.  Egret  1  (ft),  Green  Heron  1  (H), 

Black-  crowned  Night  Heron  3  (D),  Amer.  Bittern  11,  Least  Bittern  1  (E) 
Mute  Swan  11  (E),  Canada  Goose  48  (A,B,C,J,  Hutchin’s  Goose  1  ( B ) 

Common  Mallard  146,  Red-legged  Black  Duck  V  (G),  Common  Black  Duck  1932, 
Baldpate  280,  Pintail  17,  Green-w.Teal  80,  Blue-w.  Teal  236,  Shoveller 

2  (C),  Wood  Duck  172  (160  by  C),  Redhead  2  (S,  G),  Lesser  Scaup  40 
(E,F,G),  Amer .Golden-eye  1  (A),  Bufflehead  5(J),  White-winged  Scoter283, 
Surf  Scoter  6  (A),  Amer.  Scoter  3  (3),  Hooded  Merganser  2(E),  Amer. 
Merganser  2  (B),  Red-breasted  Merganser  8  (B,  E,  H)  Turkey  Vulture  5 
(E,G),  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  1  (E),  Red-tailed  Hawk  3  (C,F),  Marsh  Hawk  16. 
Osprey  2 (B,  E),  Duck  Hawk  1  (B),  Pigeon  Hawk  2  (C,  F),  Sparrow  Hawk  15, 
Ruffed  Grouse  1  (K),  Ring-n.  Pheasant  81,  Virginia  Rail  4  (E,  F),  Sora 

1  (C),  Florida  Gallinule  85,  Coot  63,  Semi-palm.  Plover  18,  Killdeer35€ 
Black-bellied  Plover  57,  Ruddy  Turnstone  1  (B),  Woodcock  2  (H),  Wilson T 
Snipe  30,  Spotted  Sandpiper  1  (3),  Solitary  Sandpiper  5  (C,H,I),  Great> 
Yellow-legs  72,  Lesser  Yellow-legs  14,  Knot  2  (B),  Pectoral  Sandpiper  3- 
White-rumped  Sandpiper  4  (A,B),  Least  Sandpiper  11  (B,F),  Red-Backed 
Sandpiper  36  (B,H),  Semi-palm.  Sandpiper  376,  Sanderling  48,  Great 
Black-backed  Gull  1(A),  Herring  Gull  161,  Ring-billed  Gull  962,  Laugh¬ 
ing  Gull  2  (A,B),  Sabine  ls  Gull  1  ( B )-«-,  Bonaparte  fs  Gull  836,  Common 
Tern  62,  Black  Tern  2  (A,B),  Mourning  Dove  35,  Screech  Owl  (F),  Belted 
Kingfisher  23,  Flicker  148,  Pileated  Woodpecker  1  (K),  Red-headed  Wood¬ 
pecker  2  (G,J),  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  39,  Hairy  Woodpecker  5, 

Downy  'Woodpecker  17,  Phoebe  21,  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  1  (A), 
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Prairie  Horned  Lark  27,  Barn  Swallow  1  (Silver  Lake,  P),  Blue  Jay  14, 
Crow  466,  Black-c •Chickadee  84,  Tufted  Titmouse  5  (E),  White-br.  Nut¬ 
hatch  19,  Red-br.  Nuthatch  4  (B),  Brown  Creeper  73,  House  Wren  6, 

Winter  Wren  12,  Prairie  Marsh 'Wren  9  (E,H),  Short-b.  Marsh  Wren  3(E) 
Catbird  18,  Brown  Thrasher  12,  Robin  1239,  Wood  Thrush  3  (A,D,H), 

Hermit  Thrush  61,  Olive-backed  Thrush  14,  Gray-cheeked  Thrush  1  (H), 
Bluebird  389,  Golden-cr .Kinglet  94,  Ruby-cr. Kinglet  412,  Pipit  59, 
Cedar  Waxwing  92,  Migrant  Shrike  1(G),  Starling  18,674  (conservative 
estimate).  Blue-headed  Vireo  8,  Red-eyed ' Vireo  4  (B,E),  Philadelphia 
Vireo  3  (A), Black  &  White  Warbler  4  (A,B, I),  Tennessee  Warbler  1  (H), 
Nashville  Warbler  20,  N.  Parula  Warbler  2  (D,H),  Magnolia  Warbler  9, 
Black-thr .Blue  Warbler  5  (A,F, I ) , Myrtle  Warbler  603,  Black-thr .Green 
Warbler  68,  Bay-br.  Warbler  2  (A, 3),  Black  Poll  War biers  15,  Pino 
Warbler  2  (E),  W.Palm  Warbler  1  (A),  Ovenbird  21,  N.  Water-thrush  1(B), 
Redstart  4  (D,H,I),  English  Sparro w  1014,  Meadowlark  78,  Redwing  2085, 
Rusty  Blackbird  1154,  Bronzed  Graclde  317,  Cowbird  1250,  Cardinal  2  (E), 
Rose-br.  Grosbeak  3  (C,H),  Goldfinch  147,  Red-eyed  Towhee  24,  Savannah 
Sparrow  11,  Vesper  Sparrow  61,  Slate-col.  Junco  646,  Chipping  Sparrow 
17,  Field  Sparrow  26,  White-crowned  Sparrow  71,  Whit e-thr .Sparrow  792, 
Fox  Sparrow  3  (B,H),  Lincoln’s  Sparrow  1  (A),  Swamp  Sparrow  64,  Song 
Sparrow  334. 

Total  -  147  Species. 

In  a  flock  of  15  Geese  at  Rock  House  Point,  Ont.  14  were  typical 
Canada  Geese  and  one  was  about  2/3  the  size  of  the  others.  Miss  Moore 
and  I  saw  them  close  by  on  the  shore  before  they  saw  us,  and  we  both 
noted  at  once  the  difference  in  size  of  the  one  Goose,  as  it  was  very 

apparent  both  on  land  and  in  the  water 0  As  soon  as  they  saw  us  they 

slowly  and  majestically  walked  into  the  water  and  swam  away,  none  mak¬ 
ing  any  attempt  to  fly.  Hut chin* s  Goose  has  been  taken  in  our  terri¬ 
tory,  and  there  seems  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  Small or  Goose  was  of 
this  subspecies. 

H.  D.  Mitchell 

*»-  While  we  were  looking  over  the  Gulls  and  Terns  near  the  Peace 
Bridge,  in  an  endeavor  to  locate  a  Laughing  Gull  seen  there  shortly 
before,  Mrs.  Kelly  called  my  attention  to  a  small  Gull  with  a  peculiar 
wing  pattern,  flying  near  the  middle  of  the  Niagara  River.  While  many 
Gulls  are  difficult  to  identify  at  a  distance,  this  one  was  not,  as  the 
distinct  large  white  triangle  in  the  otherwise  dark  wing,  together  with 
the  slightly  forked  tail,  identified  it  without  question  as  a  Sabine’s 
Gull.  Soon  the  Gull  alighted  on  a  rock  not  far  away,  and  we  could 

observe  its  white  forehead,  dark  back  and  sides  of  the  head,  the  dark 

area  extending  down  nearly  to  a  point  in  front  of  the  bend  of  the  wing. 
Most  of  the  wing  appeared  quite  dark  when  folded,  w ith  some  white  spots 
near  end  of  some  of  the  pumaries.  Mr.  George  Guelf  once  sa w  a  Sabine’s 
Gull  on  the  Genesee  River  near  Rochester,  New  York,  but  we  know  of  no 
other  record  from  Western  New  York,  or  at  least  from  the  vicinity  of 
Buffalo.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kelly,  Miss  Moore,  Roger  Cobb  and  I  all  had  a  fine 
opportunity  to  study  the  bird  closely  with  telescope  and  binoculars, 
and  we  wish  all  rarities  would  be  as  accomodating. 

OCTOBER  H.  D.  Mitchell 

4- 1  Golden  Plover,  Grand  Island,  2  N,  Parula  Warbler,  (L)  1  Wood 

Thrush  (L),  Goat  Island  (3eardslee) 

5- 1  Laughing  Gull,  1  Duck  Hawk,  Buffalo  Harbor  ( Beardslee, Mitchell ) 
1  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler,  South  Wales  (James) 

6- 1  Duck  Hawk,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H  &  R  Eckler ) 

7- 11  Ring-necked  Duck  (F),  Grand  Island  (Mitchell) 
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European  Partridge 


ADDITIONAL  NEST IN  1  RECORDS 


About  July  10  -  Brood  of  about  8  young  observed 

at  E.  Lima,  N .  Y  •  (Lloyd  Burman ) 
Another  nesting  reported  near  Jamieson  Road, 

E*  Elma  (Chas.  Simmons) 


Mourning  Dove 

October  3 

-  N,  2  Y  nearly  ready  to  leave 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont.(T  &  M  Kelly, 
Roger  Cobb) 

House  Wren 

Sept.  11 

-  Y  still  in  N,  E*  Aurora  (Wild) 

E*  Goldfinch 

Sept.  19 

-  N  4  Y,W. Seneca  (Bruce  Lee) 

24 

still  4  Y  in  N  (Simmons) 

Oct ,  2 

Y  had  left  N 

NOTES 

Records  received  to  date  for  the  month  of  September  total  167 

species,  4  being  new  for  the  year*  Our  list  for  1937  up  to  October  5 
totals  243  species* 

Mr*  E*  A.  Eames  visited  Point  Pelee,  on  Lake  Erie  south  of 
Leamington,  Ont*  on  Sept,  22  and  had  the  good  fortune  of  seeing  a 
Scarlet  Ibis,  a  tropical  bird  rare  even  in  Florida,  At  a  place  on  the 
east  side  of  the  point  about  5  miles  from  the  tip  there  is  a  cattail 
marsh, and  it  was  in  this  marsh  that  the  Ibis  was  observed,  along  with 
a  few  American  Egrets*  Mr.  W,  A.  Saunders  had  told  Mr.  Eames  that  the 
Ibis  usually  came  out  from  the  cover  of  the  cattails  about  5  P.M*  and 
sure  enough  that  was  the  case  on  the  22nd.  Near  the  tip  of  the  point 
many  birds  were  congregated,  including  many  Goldfinches,  a  Hummingbird, 
Loon,  Stilt  Sandpiper,  Duck  Hawk,  Cooper’s  Hawk,  at  least  50  Sharp- 
shinned  Hawk*  Mr*  Eames  noted  a  Red-headed  Woodpecker  which  took  an 
hour  and  a  half  to  make  up  its  mind  to  take  the  journey  across  the  lake* 
He  also  noted  many  black  squirrels  and  a  few  ■  gray  ones. 

Mr.  George  North  reports  several  interesting  records  from  Hamilton, 
Ont.,  the  most  notable  being  a  Brown  Pelican  on  Lake  Ontario  on  Aug.  28. 
He  writes,  "It  dived  with  a  great  splash  perhaps  a  score  of  times  and 
usually  had  something  in  its  pouch  to  gulp  down  as  it  floated  to  the 
surface  afterwards.  It  would  then  fly  up  right  away  toward  Toronto 
at  dark."  He  also  records  a  Parasitic  Jaeger  the  same  day,  and  at 
least  4  juvenile  Jaegers  on  Sept.  4,  2  of  these  being  large  birds,  a 
little  bigger  than  Ring-billed  Gulls,  and  obviously  Pomarine  Jaegers* 
Several  American  Egrets  at  Allanburg  near  the  Welland  Canal  and  others 
on  the  Grand  River  near  Cayuga,  during  the  late  summer.  An  adult  and 
juvenile  Great  Black-backed  Gull  on  Sept.  6  and  a  Forster’s  Tern  on  the 
10th  are  interesting  records.  George  visited  the  location  of  the 
Leconte’s  Sparrows  at  North  Toronto  on  August  14  and  described  their 
song  as  a  fine  insect-like,  high  pitched,  buzzing,  " z-z-zzzzzzzzz-zick" , 
not  unlike  a  grasshopper,  but  a  little  more  lively. 

According  to  the  Gull  Survey  of  the  American  Museum  of  Natural 
History,  77th  Street  and  Central  Park  West,  New  York  City,  about  5,000 
young  Herring  Gulls  on  the  Atlantic  Coast  were  banded  this  summer  with 
combinations  of  aluminum  and  celluloid  colored  bands*  We  are  asked  to 
watch  out  for  immature  Herring  Gulls  bearing  these  bands  and  report  to 
the  Gull  Survey*  It  is  important  to  note  the  relative  position  of  the 
metal  bands  (above  or  below  the  others)  and  also  the  relative  position 
of  each  colored  band* 
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Mr.  Edward  Seeber,  now  attending  Marshall  College  in  Huntington, 

w.  Va .  writes  aoout  some  of  his  observations  there.  On  Sept.  16 

800  him  ney  Swift,  12  Carolina  Chickadees,  Kentucky  Warbler  and  a 
number  of  ^ardinals  were  seen.  On  later  trips  Carolina  Wrens,  several 
migrating  Warblers ,  an  Egret  on  the  23rd,  Red-bellied  Woodpecker, 
Mockingbird  and  Summer  Tanager  were  observed.  He  estimated  10,000 

Chimney  Swifts  massed  in  large  flocks  moving  down  the  Ohio  River  during 
the  week  of  Sept.  13-19. 

.  Birds  observed  in  and  from  the  yard  of  Mr.  Wander  at  175  Saranac 

Aye.  Buffalo  an  an  hour  on  Oct.  3  totalled  22  species,  as  follows : 

Killdeer ,  i  licxer,  Sapsucker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Rock  Dove,  Catbird, 
Brown  Ihrasher,  Robin;  Hermit  and  Olive-backed  Thrush,  Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet,  Starling,  Blue-headed  Vireo,  Myrtle  Warbler,  English  Sparrow, 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak,  Purple  Pinch,  Goldfinch,  Tpwhee,  Song  and 
'White -throated  Sparrow. 


COMMITTEE  APPOINTMENTS  for  1957  -  1958. 

MEMBERSHIP  COMMITTEE:  Harlan  Eckler,  Chairman 

Harold  D.  Mitchell,  Mrs.  Ruth  Eckler 
Mrs.  Richard  Madison 


HOUSE  COMMITTEE: 

PUBLICITY  COMMITTEE: 
CONSERVATION  COMMITTEE: 

PROGRAM  COMMITTEE: 

STATISTICIANS: 


George  ICratzer,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Ora  Pixley,  Miss  Bertha  Schwenger, 

Tom  Kelly,  Winston  Brockner 

Ray  Verrill,  Chairman 

Miss  Cornie  Moore^  Winston  Brockner 

Mrs.  Oliver  Swift,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Tom  Kelly,  Mrs.  Alvin  Beadle 
Mr.  James  A.  Creighton, 

Miss  Elizabeth  Rosa 

Clark  Beards lee.  Chairman 
Miss  Mary  Brown 
Mrs,  Alice  Ulrich, 

Edward  C.  Avery 

Harold  D,  Mitchell 
Clark  Beards lee 


Two  additional  members 

to  Executive  Committee:  Clair  Somerslde 

Benjamin  kinship 


MEETING  OP  SEPTEMBER  8 

Our  organization  took  advantage  of  the  pleasant  fall  weather  and 
the  long  evenings  to  meet  at  Beaver  Island  Park  on  September  8  for  the 
first  meeting  after  the  summer.  Egrets  were  reported  more  numerous  than 
other  years.  Higher  -water  than  usual  has  covered  the  customary  mud 
flats,  resulting  in  fewer  records  of  shore-birds. 

During  the  summer  visit  to  the  Massachusetts  Shore,  Harold  D. 
Mitchell  met  "Archie”  Hager,  with  whom  ho,  in  his  youth,  went  on  many 
bird  trips.  Mr.  Hager  now  is  state  ornithologist  and  In  this  capacity 
covers  many  of  the  breeding  bird  colonies,  Harold  gave  an  account  of 
his  trip  east  and  told  of  the  different  birds  he  saw.  His  treatise  on 
Terns  clarified  the  differences  in  these  "hard  to  identify"  birds. 

A.  E.  U. 


MEETING  OP  SEPTEMBER  22 


For  the  Annual  meeting,  18  members  and  1  guest  met  at  Cottle 
Hall,  Nichols  School  on  September  22. 
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Plans  for  the  annual  fall  duck-census  were  formulated.  Mr. 

Somers ide  accepted  the  leadership  and  eleven  territories  were  alloted 
to  as  many  individual  leaders,  leaving  the  remaining  members  to  join 
any  group  they  desired. 

Mr.  Beardslee  read  the  slate  proposed  by  the  executive  committee 
for  officers  of  the  coming  year.  The  Society  accepted  the  proposal  and 
elected  these  officers:  Honorary  President,  James  Savage;  President, 

A.  D.  Wander;  V.  President,  E.  C.  Ulrich;  Secretary,  Mrs.  Alice  Ulrich; 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield;  Statisticians:  Messrs.  H.  D.  Mitchell 
and  Clark  S.  Beardslee. 

Mrs.  Mansfield’s  good  report  as  treasurer  met  approval  by  a 
unanimous  acceptance  of  the  society. 

In  his  annual  report  for  the  past  year,  Mr.  Wander  as  president, 
expressed  his  gratification  and  thanks  and  also  his  hopes  and  desires. 

Ho  told  of  the  progress  of  the  organization  during  the  past  year,  and 
also  expressed  the  hope  that  members  would  concentrate  on  projects 
tending  to  increase  our  knowledge  and  understanding  of  our  local  bird 

life.  _ 

FUTURE  EVENTS 


MEETINGS:  Oct.  13  -  8:00  P.M.  at  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Roosevelt 

Field  Club  Room;  Speaker:  E.  C.  Avery, 

Subject:  ’’Cook  Forest'1. 


Oct. 27  -  8:00  P.M.  at  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Roosevelt 
Field  Club  Room.  Speaker:  Clark  S.  Boardsleo 
Subject:  nA  Forward  Look.’r 

Nov.  10  -  8:00  P.M.  at  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Roosevelt 
Field  Club  Room.PRogram  to  be  announced  later* 


FI^LD  TRIPS  :oct.  24  -  Canadian  Shore:  Winston  W.  Brockner,  Leader, 

Tel,  Fil-1177,  meet  Peaco  Bridge,  8:00  A.M. 

Bring  Lunch. 

Nov.  7  -  Zoar  Valley  -  guests  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Creighton. 

Meet  at  City  Hall  at  8:00  A.M.  or  at  297  High¬ 
land  Avc.,  Hamburg  at  8:30  A.M.  Bring  Lunch. 
Coffee  will  be  furnished. 

Oct.  16  &  17 -Members  desiring  further  information  concerning 

the  gathering  at  Hawk  Mt .  Sanctuary  are  requested 
to  contact  Mr.  Alfred  Wander,  DE-1200. 


EDITOR’S  N0TE_ 

Please  send  in  notes  on  observations  and  additional  nesting 
recordsby  November  10,  1937. 

Subscription:  50p  per  year,  payable  to  treasurer. 


Editor:  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Ave.,  Buffalo,  New  York 
Business  Manager:  Mrs.  George  Kratzer,  140  Wardman  Rd.,Kenmorc,  N.  Y. 
Treasurer:  Miss  Bertha  Schwongcr,  526  Delaware  Ave.,  Buffalo,N.Y. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Honorary  President  - 
President 
V,  President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Statisticians  - 


James  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club, 
Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Avc., 

Edward  C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Ave., 

Mrs.  E.C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Avc., 

Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield  44  Wingate  Avc., 

Clark  S.  Beardslee  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell. 


Buffalo, N.Y. 
Buffalo ,N .Y. 
Buffalo, N.Y. 
Buffalo,  N.Y. 
Buffalo, N.Y. 
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Volume  3 
Number  11 


Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


Despite  the  fact  that  the  prevailing  wind  during  October  was  from  the 
south,  temperatures  averaged  3*-8  degrees  below  normal,  and  the  first 
killing  frost  (on  the  14th)  was  a  week  earlier  than  usual*  The  month 
was  unusually  cloudy,  but  rainfall  was  only  slightly  above  normal* 

There  were  many  windy  days,  five  of  40  miles  per  hr*  velocity  and  over, 
the  highest  velocity  being  52  miles  per  hr*  on  the  20th*  There  were  a 
numer  of  unusual  records  including  Hutchins  f  Goose,.  Franklin  *s  and 
Sabine *s  Gulls,  and  Northern  Phalarope,  none  of  which  have  been  record¬ 
ed  here  in  recent  years.  Unusually  late  migrants  included:  Barn  Swal¬ 
low,  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher,  Bay-breasted  Warbler,.  Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak,  and  Short-billed  Marsh  Wren  on  the  3rd;  Black  Tern  on  the  17th 
Tree  Swallow  on  the  23rd;  and  Prairie  Marsh  Wren  on  the  26th. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


OCTOBER 

10-1  Common  Loon  (F)  Evans  (Berner) 

10  -  Cape  May  Warbler  (L)  0.0*  Swamp  (H *&R*Eckler ) 

10-1  Northern  Phalarope,  1  Catbird  (L)  Savannah  Sparrow  (L) 

00  Swamp  (Verrill) 

11  -  Osprey  (L)  Batavia  (Hechmutft  ) 

12  -  Gadwall  (F)  Point  Abino,  Ont*  (Eames ) 

16  -  Brown  Thrash  er  (L)  Kenmore  (Eeardslee) 

-  3  Turkey  Vulture,  also  6  on  17th,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

16- 3  Flocks  Canada  Goose,  20  Tree  Sparrow  (F)  00  Swamp  (Eckler) 

-  Hundreds  of  Rusty  Blackbird,  E*  Aurora  (Wright) 

17  -  5-  Pine  Siskin  (F)  E.  Concord  (Eames) 

17  -  26  Canada  Goose,  2  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  (L)  LeRoy  (Hazelton, 

Pixiey ) 

17- 1  Vesper  Sparrow  (L)  00  (H*&R  .Eckler ) 

17-2  Semi-palmated  Plover  (L),  1  Franklin's  Gull  (F),  2  Black  Tern 
(L),  1  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  (L)  1  Black-throated  Blue 
Warbler  (L),  Fort  Erie,  Ont.  (Mitchell  and  Museum  $lass) 
17-1  Northern  Phalarope  (L)  1  Fox  Sparrow  (L)  00  Swamp (Verrill, 

Wander ) 

19-2  Canvasback  (F),  Niagara  Falls  (Mitchell) 

22  -  25  Tree  Swallow,  Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 
also  on  23rd  (L)  (Lewis,  Mohr,  Mitchell) 

22-2  Short-eared  Owl  (F)  North  Parker  Ave*  (Mitchell) 
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OCTOBER 

23-1  Whit e~crowned  Sparrow  (L)  00  Swamp  (Eckler) 

23- 1  White-rumped  Sandpiper  (L)  12  Snow  Bunting  (P)  Nia .Palls , 

( Lewis ,  Mohr ,  Mitchell ) 

24- 1  Loon,  6  Pectoral  Sandpiper  (L),  6  Common  Tern  (  L)  1  Belted 

Kingfisher  (L),  Niagara  River  (Cobb,  T.&  M.  Kelly) 

-  10  Amer •  Pipit  (L)  W*  Shelby  (Eames) 

-  2  L.  Yellowlegs  (L),  00  Swamp  (H.&  R. Eckler) 

-  Trip  along  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie  to  Point  Abino,  Ont., 

W.  Brockner,  leader.  Species  observed  included  Surf  and  White¬ 
winged  Scoters,  Gt.  Yellowlegs,  Pector  al  (L)  Sanderling, 

Common  Tern  (L),  Belted  Kingfisher  (L),  Phoebe  (L),  Red-breast¬ 
ed  Nuthatch,  Winter  Wren,  Cardinal  and  Towhee  (L). 

26-1  Prairie  Marsh  Wren  (L)  Buffalo  (Cobb,  Kelly,  Mitchell) 

-  Song  Scoter  (L)  Amer .Scoter  (L)  Buffalo  Harbor  (Mitchell) 

28- 6  Black-bellied  Plover  (L)  Niagara  Palls  (Mitchell) 

29- 1  Myrtle  Warbler  (L)  Batavia  ( Beard slee) 

30- 3  Hermit  Thrush  (L)  Springville  (Somerside,  Reynolds,  Brockner) 

-  1  Hermit  Thrush  (L)  Leroy  (Hazelton,  Pixley) 

-  Virginia  Rail  (L)  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H. &R. Eckler ) 

-  1  Red-backed  Sandpiper,  Buffalo  (Mitchell) 

31  -  Turkey  Vulture  (L)  Bronzed  Grackle  (L)  0.0*  Swamp  (Eckler) 

-  1  Florida  Gallinule  (L)  Burnt ship  Creek,  Grand  Island  (Beadle, 

Moore,  Verrill) 

NOVEMBER 

2  -  Pied-billed  Grebe  (L), Blue -winged  Teal  (L)  Grand  Island  (Brockner, 

Hallett ) 

-  3  ’(/Waist ling  Swan  -  Grand  Island  (T.  &  M,  Kelly) 

5- 3  Ruddy  Duck,  30  Snow  Bunting,  Dunkirk,  3  Sanderling  (L)  Silver 

Creek  (Beardslee) 

-  1  Rough-legged  Hawk  (P)  Yorkshire  (Fischer) 

6- 1  Green-winged  Teal,  2  Short-eared  Owl,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch, 

Rusty  Blackbird,  00  Swamp  (Verrill) 

7  -  Trip  to  Zoar  Valley,  J.  A,  Creighton,  leader; ' Birds  observed  in¬ 
cluded  4  Ruffed  Grouse,  Pileatcd  Woodpecker,  Northern  Shrike, 
(P),  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Meadowlark. 

7  -  American  Bittern  (L)  0.0.  Swamp  (Eckler) 

-  22  European  Partridge,  Springville  (L.J. Lewis) 

-  1  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  (F)  Loroy,  (Hazelton) 

-  4  Killdoer,  1  Bluobird  (L),  2  Cowbird,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Verrill) 

8  -  Tufted  Titmouse,  Orchard  Park  (Mrs.  Winahip ) 

9  -  Holboell!s  Grebe  (P),  3  Gt,  Yellowlegs  (L)  Ft .Erie,  Ont. (Thorp) 

10  -  10  Purple  Pinch,  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

11  -.  5  Killdeer,  1  Gt .  Black-backed  Gull,  1  Northern  Shrike,  Crescent 

Beach,  Ont.  (Verrill,  Wander) 


DID  YOU  KNOW  -  -  - 

That  ducks  arc  completely  dopendent  on  food,  drink,  and  other 
elements  that  go  to  make  up  a  favorable  Habitat? 

That  the  thought  of  burying  a  dead  horse  or  cow  never  occurs  to  the 
southern  planter?  He  leaves  thorn  for  tho  buzzards  to  dispose  of. 

That  insects  cause  an  annual  loss  to  our  forestry  and  timber 
interests  of  $100,000,000.  and  to  our  agricultural  interests  of 
$795,000,0002  Birds  arc  in  the  front  rank  of  Insect  enemies. 
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RICHMOND,  MAINE 


A  healthy,  fully  adult  Chipping  Sparrow  not  in  vicinity  of  its  nest 
pursued  a  remarkable  line  of  conduct.  I  had  been  working  slowly  and 
quietly  for  hours  among  my  younger  raspberry  plants,  when  suddenly  I 
just  missed  stepping  on  a  Chipping  Sparrow.  To  my  surprise,  the^bird 
simply  hopped  not  over  two  feet  and  then  stopped.  I  reached  out  to 
seize  him,  but  only  touched  him  as  he  hopped  the  same  distance  again. 
Quickly  I  repeated  this  act  again  and  again,  each  time  missing  my  catch 
by  inches  or  less*  After  going  the  length  of  the  row  or  about  ten  rods, 
the  Sparrow  tired  of  the  game  and  flew  quickly  away.  I  have  had  Ruffed 
Grouse  and  other  incubating  birds  play  their  tricks,  but  never  before 
under  the  above  described  circumstances  by  a  bird  obviously  not  intent 
on  leading  me  from  its  nest. 

Maryland  Yellowthr oa ts  are  among  our  most  curious  birds*  They  in¬ 
vestigate  everything,  even  a  government  Sparrow  trap.  I  have  caught 
them  simply  because  they  have  entered  the  trap  to  find  why  the  sparrows 
already  in  the  trap  were  fluttering  so  busily.  One  Yellow-throat  has 
returned  to  the  trap  now  for  five  consecutive  years. 

Of  the  two  young  Crows  we  tried  to  tame  this  summer,  one  responded 
with  confidence*  the  other  remained  feral  and  suspicious.  Therefore, 
if  you  wish  a  crow  for  a  pet,  do  not  wait  too  long  before  taking  from 
the  nest.  On  the  other  hand,  do  not  take  them  too  soon,  for  we  have 
found  mortality  rate  high  inthe  case  of  the  younger  ones.  Four  or  five 
days  before  they  leave  the  nest  seems  ideal.  They  flourished  on  bi’ead 
soaked  in  milk  and  a  daily  feeding  of  earth  worms,  but  will  readily  eat 
many  kinds  of  bugs,  crickets,  grasshopper s,  etc. 

Purple  finches  as  usual  were  numerous  and  tame.  They  feed  on  the 
ripe  buckwheat  growing  between  the  raspberries,  and  will  not  fly  until 
approached  within  four  or  five  feet.  A  flock  of  fifteen  lived  here  all 
latter  part  of  summer. 

The  alder  flycatcher’s  note  with  occasional  Savannah's  and  red-eyed 
Vireo's  continued  long  after  the  main  body  of  bird  song  had  become  quid.. 

I  was  disappointed  in  seeing  no  Pileated  Woodpeckers  for  the  first 
time  in  years,  but  added  for  the  first  time  to  the  farm  list,  such  birds 
as  Bronzed  Grackle,  Rusty  Blackbirds,  Meadow  Lark,  Little  Green  Heron, 
Towhee,  and  Junco,  making  79  for  farm  for  the  summer  ,  the  best  yet. 

Two  months  without  rain  in  July  and  August  made  our  sink  spout  a  favorite 
place  for  birds  to  gather.  Here  I  was  delighted  one  morning  to  see  my 
first  juvenile  Towhee,  feeding  and  drinking  practically  under  the 
kitchen  window. 

I  observed  2  Solitary  Sandpipers  on  the  little  Sunday  River,  a  branch 
of  the  Androscoggin,  on  August  22.  This  is  in  northern  Oxford  Co. 

As  usual,  we  sighted  a  bald  eagle  and  later  an  Osprey  winging  over 
the  farm  on  their  way  to  the  lake  four  miles  away. 

Although  our  brook  was  practically  dry  for  the  summer,  a  flock  of 
black  ducks  and  several  Great  Blue  Herons  lived  in  the  stagnant  pools 
most  of  the  summer.  Likewise  Black-crowned  Night  Herons  visited  them 

frequently. 

In  one  of  my  blue  bird  boxes,  I  found  the  inner  lining  of  the  nest 
disturbed,  and  the  nest  abandoned.  Under  the  disturbed  lining,  I 
picked  out  8  blue  bird  eggs.  Vihat  had  happened? 

We  see  the  broad -winged  and  red-shouldered  hawks  almost  daily  but 
never  the  red -tailed  on  the  farm.  I  have  seen  him  farther  north 
among  the  mountains. 
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was  an  unusual  summer  for  Sj^ai  rov/s ,»  I  "band ©6.  o  <thi  a  Hundred  of 
thorn  caught  In  on©  trap,  the  most  "being  of  the  song  sparrow  and 
Chipping  Sparrow  species,  with  a  few  Savannahs,  and  Field,  but  no 
Vesper  or  mite  Throats,  although  both  were  present  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  the  trap.  If  you  want  fun,  try  distinquishing  the  juveniles 
of  the  Chipping,  Field,  and  Savannah  apart.  It  can  be  done,  however. 
It  was  interesting  to  me  to  note  the  increasing  plumpness  and  weight 
as  well  as  brighter  appearance  of  Song  Sparrows  after  the  incubating 
and  later  molting  seasons.  Some  Song  Sparrows  are  noticeably  light  in 
the  hand  especially  during  the  nesting  season.  There  were  six  Chip- 
Sparrow  nests  at  one  time  either  in  vines  on  the  house  or  with- 
stone’s  throw  of  it. 

Pemaquid  Pt •  where  the  granite  rocks  drop  a  hundred  feet  to  meet 


ocean,  I  saw  six  double-crested  Cormorants, 


a 
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ping 
In  a 

At 

;ithe  wild  and  wasteful'1 

ruddy  turnstone  and  one  adult  and  two  immature  black-backed  gulls, 
believe  they  nested  here.  A  few  miles  inland  from  here  at  Bristol,  a 
nest  of  ravens  was  discovered  this  summer. 

On  the  highest  point  in  the  state  of  Maine  in  the  very  center  of  the 
vast  stretch  of  Maine  wilderness,  my  son  and  I  rested  on  Sept.  6,^ this 
fall*  We  were  sitting  on  Baxter  Peak,  the  highest  point  of  Katahdin  Mt . 
5,260  Ft.  and  gazing  awestruck  across  the  "Chimney  at  Pamola  Peak  with 
Chimney  Pond  over  2,000  ft.  straight  down  at  our  feet  when  suddenly 
familiar  Lark-like  notes  struck  our  ears  and  in  a  moment  about  a  dozen 
pipits  settled  to  rest  on  the  giant  granite  boulders  piled  high  around 
us  and  stretching  across  the  "Knife  Edge1'  .  We  shall  henceforth 
antly  associate  pipits  with  altitude  and  the  unspoiled  grandeur 
aloofness  of  Mt.  Katahdin. 

On  an  earlier  trip  into  rugged  and  picturesque  Oxford  County, 
and  I  encountered  the  surpirse  of  our  summer.  In  the  quiet  little 
town  of  Rumford  Center  on  the  Androscoggin  River  just  as  the  sun  was 
setting,  we  saw  the  Egret  perched  in  the  top  of  an  elm  tree©  overlook¬ 
ing  a  lagoon  containing  Great  Blue  Herons,  Black-crowned  Night  Herons 
and  a  flock  of  Wood  Duck.  I  shall  never  forget  the  pure  v/hiteness  of 
this  bird  matching  in  distinctness  the  clean  white  spire  of  the  nearby 
village  church.  Is  there  any  record  of  this  bird  ever  having  been  seen 
farther  north  in  Maine? 

appropriately  enough  on  the  night  before 
"supper  table",  we  saw  the  flash  of  a 
Going  out  we  found  a  dead  Black-billed 
bill  where  he  had  hit  the  glass  handle 


pleas- 

and 

my  son 


All  life  ends  tragically,  and 
we  left  Maine,  as  we  sat  at  the 
larger  bird  go  past  the  window. 
Cuckoo  on  the  steps  with  twisted 


on  the  door  with  such 
suing  sharphinncd"  . 


-forco  in  his  frantic  attempt  to  escape  tho  pur- 

R.  M.  Verrill 


NOTES 


We  welcome,  as  associate  members,  Mr.  A.  C.  Brcttlc,  Dr.  Lee  Herndon 
and  Mr.  Charles  E.  Mohr. 

Our  records  for  October  total  165  Species,  four  of  which  were  now  for 
the  year.  For  the  year  1937  tho  list  to  date  totals  248  species,  more 
than  wo  have  ever  recorded  in  an  entire  year  previously. 

Ray  Verrill  observed  an  adult  Bald  Eagle  on  Oct.  24  at  E.Conncaut, Ohio 

Reports  from  Mr.  W,  L.  G.  Edson  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.  include  Caspian 
Tern  on  Aug.  24,  also  Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  Olive-sided  Flycatcher, 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch  and  12  species  Warblers  In  the  week  ending  Aug. 24. 
White-throated  Sparrows  were  noted  as  early  as  Sept.  10,  Golden  Plover 
a  week  later,  Lesser  Scaups  by  Sept.  24,  and  Old  Squaw,  Short-eared  Owl 
and  White-crowned  Sparrow  the  last  week  in  Sept.  Yellow-throated  Vireo 
and  Bay-breasted  Warbler  were  late  migrants  reported  during  the  week 
ending  Oct.  15. 
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orthern  Phalarope,  Gulden 


0..  ,,n.i  c: 
winged  Hawks,  250  in 
one  as  late  as  Ooto  31 o  On 
Plover  and  4  Western  Sandpiper  were  noted,  and  an  immature  Franklin’s 
Gu]  1  on  the  24th  and  25th,  An  early  date  for  a  Lapland  Longspur  was 
Sept.  24.  Blue  Geese  were  reported  Oct.  14,  28  and  31  at  Hamilton. 

On  Sept.  27,  George  saw 'a  Palm  Warbler  with  very  yellow  underparts  and 
a  yellowish  eyebrow  line,  which  he  took  to  be ' "hypochrysea" .  At  Point 
Pelee  Oet.  2  George  reports  2  Stilt  Sandpiper,  1  Dowitcher,  7  Amer. 
Egrets,  6  Duck  Hawks  and  Pigeon  Hawk*  The  Scarlet  Ibis  had  departed  a 
few  days  previous.  He  had  seen  It  there  Sept.  14  and  writes  that  one 
wing  flopped  heavily  as  it  flew  directly  overhead  and  it  lacked  the 
black  primary  on  this  side.  He  believes  it  is  an  escaped  bird,  but 
admits  it  was  strango  to  seo  it  in  with  the  Egrets. 

The  recent  issue  of  "The  Chat”  contains  an  Interesting  article  on 
"Shorebirds  at  Toronto”  by  F.  H.  Emery.  There  are  also  reports  of  65 
nesting  species  and  many  noteworthy  records, 

CORRECTION:  On  pago  4  of  the  last  issue  (October,  1937)  it  was 

stated  that  Mr.  George  Guolf  once  saw  a  Sabino 1 s  Gull  on  the  Genesee 
River  near  Rochester.  This  record  should  have  been  credited  to  Mr. 
Ernest  H.  Short  of  Chili. 


IS  THE  CROW  A  VILLAIN  ? 


Recently  there  has  been  much  propaganda  against  the  crow.  His 
enemies  have  even  tried  to  convince  people  that  ho  is  edible.  Indeed, 
the  canning  of  crow  moat  is  now  being  considered  by  a  resourceful 
western  concern. 

The  Biological  Survey  has  received  rather  sharp  criticism  from  the 
sporting  fraternity  for  not  giving  financial  and  moral  aid  to  crow 
hunts.  But  while  the  Survey’s  reports  indicate  that  damage  is  done  by 
crows,  tho  government  field  men  have  not  found  such  excessive  damage 
as  would  warrant  nationwide  wholesale  slaughter  of  the  birds.  Insects, 
especially  grasshoppers,  appeared  to  bo  the  chief  food  of  the  crows. 

For  every  crow  he  gibbets  in  seedtime  the  farmer  may  pay  dearly  through 
the  year  in  crops  damaged  by  insects  that  living  crows  would  devour  in 
quantity. 

(Condensed  from  a  report  by  Mrs,  Edge  of  tho  Emergency  Conservation 
Committee ) 


MEETING  OF  OCTOBER  13 

After  a  year’s  lapse,  wo  met  at  tho  B  uffalo  Museum  of  Science  in  the 
Roosevelt  Field  Club  Room.  Mr.  Edward  C.  Avery  showed  his  slides  of 
Cook  Forest,  in  the  Pennsylvania  Mountains,  and  made  us  all  wish  we 
could  spend  a  vacation  there.  He  also  made  us  wish  we  were  as  expert 
at  photography  as  he  is. 

MEETING  OF  0CTq1eR~27  ’ 

Clark  S.  Beardslee’s  subject  "A  Forward  Look"  covered  many  pro¬ 

jects  which  members  of  the  society  might  undertake  in  order  to  not  only 
improve  their  knowledge  of  bird  life,  but  also  to  add  to  the  scientific 
data  on  the  ornithology  of  this  region.  All  members  were  urged  to  pick 
out  some  subject  of  research  which  interests  them  and  to  prepare  to  be¬ 
come  an  authority  on  that  particular  phase  of  local  ornithology. 

Several  members  have  already  picked  out  such  subjects  and  others  are 
asked  to  signify  their  intentions  to  Mr.  Boardslce  so  that  the  subject 
they  select  may  be  checked  off  his  list. 

It  was  voted  to  send  $5*00  to  the  Emergency  Conservation  Committee 
toward  the  upkeep  of  Haw];  Mountain  Sanctuary. 
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MEETING  OF  NOVEMBER  10 


Charles  E„  Mohr  showed  slides  of  Hawk  Mountain  and  vicinity  and  gave 
a  very  interesting  account  of  observations  ho  has  made  there.  .  His 
homo  is  only  about  twenty  miles  from  the  mountain  and  ho  has  spent  many 
days  there  in  the  past  few  years ,  both  before  and  after  it  became  a 
sanctuary  in  1934.  Over  3,000  hawks  are  scon  on  some  days  and  often 
100  or  more  aro  scon.  The  host  days  usually  follow  2  days  after  a 
stormy  low  pressure  area  has  passed  through  the  St.  Lawroncc  Valley  or 
Northern  New  England,  and  the  local  weather  has  little  effect  on  the 
hawk  migration.  _ _ 


STINGS 


8:00  P.M. 
Dec.  1  - 

Dec.  15  - 


FUTURE  EVENTS 

at  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Roosevelt  Field 
Club  Room. 

Speaker:  Irving  Reimann,  Curator  of  Geology, 

"Geology  of  Western  New  York  and  notes 
on  Fossil  Birds”. 

Harold  D.  Mitchell 
"Plans  for  Christmas  Census" . 


Sub j ect : 


Speaker : 
Subject : 


IELP  TRIPS : 

'Nov.  28  -  Monthly  Census 

Dec.  5  -  Canadian  Shore:  R,  M.  Verrill,  leader,  Tel.De-5105 
Meet  at  Busti  Av.  Entrance,  Peace  Bridge,  8  A.M. 
Bring  Lunch. 

Dec.  26  -  Christmas  Census  (Details  in  next  issue) 


EDITOR *S  NOTE 

Please  send  In  notes  on  observations  for  use  in  December  issue  by 
December  15,  1937. 

Subscription:  50^  per  year,  payable  to  treasurer. 

A  few  back  copies  of  the  Prothonotary  are  still 

available . 

Editor:  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Avo.,  Buffalo,  New  York 
Business  Manager:  Mrs.  George  Hr atzer,  140  Wordman  Rd.,  Kenmore,  N.  Y. 
Treasurer:  Miss  Bertha  Schwenger,  526  Delaware  Ave.  Buffalo,N.  Y. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

In  nearly  all  respects  November  was  a  normal  month,  as  far  as 
weather  conditions  were  concerned.  There  were,  however,  several  very 
windy  days  when  the  maximum  velocity  reached  at  least  50  miles  per 
hour.  There  was  little  of  unusual  character  noted  in  the  bird  migra¬ 
tion  during  the  month.  Several  Snowy  Owls  were  reported  from  Western 
New  York,  and  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  were  present  in  greater  numbers  than 
usual.  High  winds;  Nov,  2-52  mi,  per  hr.,  Nov,  9-57  mi,  per  hr,, 
Nov,  28  -  61  mi.  per  hr.,  Nov.  29  -  50  mi.  per  hr. 


00T. 

6  - 

11  - 
17  - 

30  - 

31  - 

NOV. 
12  - 
14  - 


15  - 

16  - 


18  - 

19  - 

20  - 


22  - 
23  - 


NOTE  .V  OR  THY  RECORDS 

3  Nelson’s  Sparrow  (F)  Dunkirk  (Bourne) 

1  Green  Heron,  Lyndonville  (W,  A,  Smith) 

1  "  ”  (L)  Morton  (Geo,  Smith) 

Cedar  Waxwing  (L)  Springville  (Somerside,  Reynolds,  Brockner) 
Field  Sparrow  (L)  Harris  Hill  (Brockner) 


i  Purple  Finch,  30  Pine  Siskin,  Waterport  (Pixley) 

50  Ring-necked  Duck,  1  Greater  Yellowlegs  (L)  1  Belted  Kingfisher, 

Akron  Lake  (Pixley) 

/Vood  Duck,  Wilson’s  Snipe  (L)  Screech  Owl,  Barred  Owl,  Swamp 

Sparrow  (L)  0,0,  Swamp  (R  &  R  Ecxler ) 

1  Pied-billed  Grebe  ( L )  Cassadaga  Lake,  3  Amer.  Scoter  (L) 

1  Rusty  Blackbird  (L),  6  Sanderling,  Hamburg  on  Lake,  2  Glaucous 
lull,  Buffalo  Harbor  &  Dunkirk  (Mitchell  &  Museum  Class) 

1  Black-crowned  Night  Heron,  So,  Wales  i, Brocxner ) 

1  Snowy  Owl  (F),  Niagara  Falls,  N*  Y,  (Mitchell) 

1  Horned  Grebe  (L)  Dunkirk  (Miccnoll)  ,  ,  T  ^ 

4  Gadwall  (F)  10  Coot,  1  Rough-legged  Hawk,  8  Cowbird  (L), 

2  Redwing  (L)  Grand  Island  (Beardslce) 

Purple  Finch  (L),  Leroy  (Hazelton)  ,  PT,  .,p) 

1  Snowy  Owl,  Bennett  Quarry,  Buffalo  (Mitchell,  Somerside) 

also  seen  Dec.  10  at  same  place.  Iliasara 

1  Red-throated  Loon  (F)  also  seen  Nov.  23  same  place,  il  aga^ 

Uorge,  1  Loon,  5  Rough-legged  Hawk,  5  Mourning  Dove,  irand  Is. 
e  9  (Mitchell  and  Museum  C^ass ) 

1  Snowy  Owl,  on  roof  of  General  Cable  Co.  Buffalo  (Brockner) 

Winter  ’Wren,  Leroy  (Hazelton)  ^  o  _ 

3  Gadwall,  Niagara  Falls  (also  Nov.  24  &  Dec.  a)  (Mit^el!) 


NOVEMBER 

25- 1  Double-crested  Cormorant,  1  Black  Tern  (L)  Niagara  River,  the 
latter  seen  just  below  Ft*  Erie  Ont •  by  far  the  latest  record 

( Savage ) 

-  1  Great  Horned  Owl,  1  Long-eared  Owl,  1  Mourning  Dove  (L) 

Grand  Island  (Eames,  Mitchell) 

-IN.  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Springville,  1  Belted  Kingfisher, 

Boston  (Brockner,  Somerside) 

-  1  Screech  Owl,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

26- 7  Canada  Goose,  Niagara  River,  W*  of  Grand  Island  (Edw.  Hunt 

rep.  Somerside) 

27- 1  Amer#  Coot  (L),  Robin,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H  &'R  Eckler ) 

-  1  Virginia  Rail,  in  barn  with  chickens  at  Leroy,  could  not  fly, 

otherwise  uninjured  (Hazelton) 

-  4  Killdeer,  Basom,  N.  Y.  (W.  Dugan,  Jr.,  R.  Wattles,  Jr.) 

28- 1  Great  Blue  Heron,  1  Killdeer  (L)  Grand  Island  (G  &  G  Kratzer, 

Reynolds,  Somerside) 

-  1  White-w.  Scoter  (L)  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.  3  Hooded  Merganser  (L) 

Buffalo  Harbor  (Mitchell  &  Museum  Class) 

-  1  Great  Blue  Heron, IBarred  Owl>  0.0.  Swamp  (H  &  R  Eckler) 

Snowy  Owls  seen  late  Nov.  at  Lyndonville  and  at  Java  Lake. 

DECEMBER 

2- 1  Double-cr.  Cormorant  (L)  Niagara  Falls  (Mitchell) 

1  Screech  Owl,  North  Parker  Av . (Mitchell )  also  Dec.  3(A&E  Ulrich) 

3- 1  Meadowlark  (L)  Leicester,  N.  Y.  (Mitchell) 

4- 1  Great  Blue  Heron  (L),  Lyndonville  (W.  A.  &  Geo*  Smith) 

-  Pino  Siskin,  Goldfinch,  Chestnut  Ridge  (Bourne) 

5  -  Trip  to  Canadian  Shore,  Niagara  River  R.  M.  Verrill,  Leader, 

10  members  present.  Species  seen  included  Pintail,  Shoveller 
and  Ring-nocked  Duck  on  Niagara  River,  Green-winged  Teal, 

Wood  Duck  and  Song  Sparrow  at  Dufferin  Islands,  Niagara  Falls, 
Ont.,  a  total  of  about  15,000  Bonaparte’s  Gull,  and  Goldfinch 
and  Juncoes  in  Niagara  Glen. 

-  1  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Chestnut  Ridge  (Bourne) 

8  -  Also  on  12,  Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

10-1  Northern  Shrike,  Lyndonville  (W.  A.  Smith) 

11  -  Black-crowned  Night  Heron,  Imm.  -  Huntington  Av,  at  Sagamore 

Ter.,  Buffalo  Miss  Hall,  Mr.  Mcllheny) 

-  Bolted  Kingfisher,  South  Wales  (Esther  Pratt,  rep.  James) 

-  Gt.  Horned  Owl,  3  Red-eyed  Towheo,  1  Red-br.  Nuthatch,  So .Wales 

( J  amo  s ) 

12- 1  Ruddy  Duck  off  Cayuga  Is.,  Niagara  River,,  1  Bald  Eagle,  Ad. 
Niagara  River  off  Navy  Is.,  7  Great  Black-bakced  Gull  (Mitchell 

and  Museum  Class) 

-  1  Flicker,  20  Snow  *  Bunting,  E.  Aurora  (Wild) 

-  1  Great ‘Horned  Owl,  2  Winter  Wren,  Hampton  Brook  (Bourne) 

-  1  Robin,  Sheridan  Drive,  Tonawanda  (Brockner) 

-  3  Prairie  Horned  Lark,  Lyndonville  (W,  A.  Smith) 

13- 1  Robin,  Buffalo  (Gen.  Cable  Co.  grounds)  (Brockner) 

-  1  Carolina  Wren,  Gow  School,  So.  Wales  (E  H  Eaton,  Jr.  rep. 

Bourne ) 


DID  YOU  KNOW  - 

That  the  American  Oyster-catcher  inserts  its  bill  between  partly 
opened  shells  and  cuts  the  adductor  muscles,  so  that  they  cannot  close. 
Then  he  feeds  on  the  oyster  at  leisure. 

That  the  bills  of  the  snipe  and  woodcock  are  covered  with  soft  skin 

rather  than  bone.  Underneath  are  small  pits  in  the  bone,  where  lie 
tiny  sense  organs,  which  enable  the  birds  to  locate  v/orms  in  the  soil. 
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OUR  SWAMPS 


A  swamp,  a  place  abhorred  by  most  people  as  a  wilderness  of  muck, 
bog,  mud,  and  water,  offers  much  to  the  persons  who  care  to  venture 
within  its  bounds.  The  catch  basin  of  the  water-shed  for  many  years, 
the  recipient  of  the  detritus  of  the  surrounding  terrain  result  in  a 
soil,  deep  and  rich  in  fertility,  which  supports  an  abundance  and 
diversity  of  flora  and  the  accompanying  fauna. 

What  if  the  rank  odor  of  marsh  gas  does  assail  the  nostrils?  There 
ahead  a  Least  Bittern  has  just  left  its  nest  in  the  cattails  and  among 
the  reeds  the  Prairie  Marsh  Wren  gives  forth  its  bubbling  song,  close 
by  its  group  of  tightly-woven  globular  nests.  In  the  open  water  swim 
Coots  and  Gallinules.  Over-head  the  Black  Tern  defends  his  nest 
against  intrusion,  w ith  quick  darts  from  on  hovering  wings. 

In  lazy  languor,  the  Turkey  Vulture  soars  over-head  on  the  warm  air 
currents,  and  with  coarse  croaks  the  Great  Blue  Herons  lumber  along, 
slowly  flapping  their  wings.  Black  Ducks,  Blue-winged  Teal,  and 
Mallards  fly  quickly  over.  Hush:  Ahead:  Wood  Ducks  and  Shovellers 
are  just  around  the  point.  Redstarts,  and  related  Warblers,  Wood 
Thrushes,  and  birds  innumerable  make  the  air  pleasant  with  their  calls, 
and  Kiyr,  Kiyr,  Kiyr  calls  the  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  a  mere  speck  in 
the  deep  blue  sky. 

Big  elms  and  maples  stand  knee-deep  in  the  water,  drinking  deeply 
through  their  large  root  systems,  the  better  able  to  support  huge 
spreads  of  limbs.  In  the  grassy  glades,  patches  of  jewel-weed  play 
host  to  the  bees,  and  at  times  the  Ruby-throat  sips  nectar  from  their 
golden  chalices.  Elders,  willows,  and  osiers  grow  in  great  clumps  in 
the  marshy  clearings.  Around  the  edges,  the  poplars  meet  the  tamaracks 
bright  green  in  contrast  with  the  darker  back  ground  of  pines  and  hem¬ 
locks.  In  the  deep  woods,  rhododendrons  grow  in  confusion. 

Our  swamps  surely  have  a  value.  In  the  spring  and  fall,  the  migra¬ 
ting  water-fowl  find  a  haven,  and  here  in  the  summer  our  rarer  birds 
and  plants  propagate  their  kinds. 

Ditch  them:  drain  them  (but  with  public  money);  we  need  more  till¬ 
able  soil  to  grow  more  food,  so  say  the  utilitarians.  Instead  of  deep 
grassy  glades  and  cattail  marshes  give  us  fields  of  onions  and  celery; 
(also  dust  to  fill  our  eyes  and  nostrils  when  the  slightest  summer 
breezes  blow). 

In  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  country  surely  enough  land  remains 
to  support  our  population,  without  diturbing  the  small  area  which  our 
remaining  swamps  now  cover.  Aside  from  harboring  our  rarer  plants, 
birds,  and  animals,  our  swamps  form  a  natural  system  of  reservoirs, 
which  holds  the  water  of  early  spring  and  lets  it  out  slowly.  May  not 
the  annual  floods  of  our  huge  river  systems,  which  harass  the  people 
along  their  banks  and  cause  millions  of  dollars  of  damage,  have  had 
their  beginning  when  man  disturbed  the  balance  of  draining  and  ditch¬ 
ing  the  swamps? 

Agreed  that  muck  farms  play  an  important  part  in  our  economic  life, 
but  here  in  New  York  State  so  few  swamps  remain,  and  so  many  have 
been  drained,  that  surely  a  rare  orchid,  or  the  sight  of  a  thousand 
wild  fowl  in  flight  at  one  time  have  a  value  far  In  excess  of  a  field, 
reeking  with  the  odor  of  decaying  onions,  celery,  or  cabbage  left  to 
rot  as  being  unprofitable  to  market  because  of  a  surplus. 

Edward  C.  Ulrich 
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Our  records  for  November  total  9 3  species,  ono  being  new  for  the  year* 
This,  together  with  another  October  record,  Nelson’s  Sparrow,  not 
previously  recorded  for  the  year,  brings  up  our  1937  total  to  250  specie, 

Mrs.  B.  W.  Winship  reports  Tufted  Titmouse  daily  at  her  bird  feeding 
station  in  Orchard  Park,  along  with  numbers  of  Chickadees,  White-br. 
Nuthatches  and  Downy  Woodpeckers. 

An  unusual  occupant  of  a  coal  car  recently  arriving  at  the  Bethlehem 
Steel  plant  at  Lackawanna  (Dec.  14)  was  a  European  Partridge,  frozen 
stiff.  According  to  Mr.  B.  W.  Winship  who  reported  the  incident,  the 
car  came  in  via  the  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  from  the  Alleghany  River  valley 
region  of  western  Pa.  The  bird  was  turned  over  to  the  Buffalo  Museum 
of  Science  as  a  specimen  for  exhibit  purposes. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  W,  L.  G.  Edson  for  many  interesting  notes  on 
birds  observed  in  Rochester  and  vicinity.  For  the  week  ending  Oct. 22, 
Wood  Thrush,  Black  and  White  Warbler  and  Ovenbird  all  late  migrants, 
similarly  Florida  Gallinule  tho  following  week.  During  the  first  week 
in  November,  Ruddy  Duck,  Red-eyed  Virco,  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler, 
Pino  Siskin,  and  a  Pine  Grosbeak  at  Highland  Park  arc  especially 
noteworthy.  An  unusually  late  Laughing  Gull  was  reported  during  the 
week  ending  Nov.  19.  Records  of  the  following  wee k  include  a  late 
Great  Blue  Heron,  Pipit,  and  a  Red  Crossbill  in  the  Pinetum  at  High¬ 
land  Park.  During  tho  week  ending  Dec.  3>  Snowy  Owl..  Winter  Wren, 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  and  Redpoll  were  reported,  and  on  the  succeeding 
week  a  Robin,  several  Red-wing,  a  Bronzed  Crackle  and  Swamp  Sparrow. 

A  large  influx  of  Snowy  Owls  was  reported  in  New  England  in  November. 
Our  own  records  show  that  this  Influx  extended  at  least  as  far  west  as 
Lake  Erie.  The  third  American  record  of  the  European  Black-headed 
Gull  at  Newburyport  Harbor  on  Nov.  7  and  later  is  especially  note¬ 
worthy.  There  were  a  great  many  unusually  late  migration  records  for 
New  England  in  late  October  and  November. 

Mr.  Lawrence  Hi^ks  reported  a  Red  Phalarope  in  breeding  plumage  at 
Puymatuning  Reservoir  in  July.  Gadwall  and  Green-winged  Teal  are  addi¬ 
tions  to  the  species  of  ducks  breeding  there.  He  also  mentioned  a 
record  of  LeConte’s  Sparrow  at  Sandusky,  Ohio. 

A  newspaper  clipping  from  Idaho  Falls,  Ida,  tells  of  a  hitch-hiking 
night  owl  which  rode  five  miles  on  the  headlight  of  Lorin  Robert’s  car, 
eating  bugs  attracted  to  the  light,  nBet  he’ll  be  out  there  thumbing 
ridges  again  tonight,'1  Mr.  Roberts  opined. 


FEDERAL  AID  TO  WILD 


LI  I" 


BILL 


...  In  1932  a  ten  per  cent  tax  was  imposed  on  firearms  and  ammunition. 

I  is  money  formerly  went  into  the  general  fund  of  tho  treasury.  Now 
Congress  has  passed  a  bill  providing  that  all  money  collected  from  the 
'•ax  on  firearms  shall  be  used  to  give  Federal  aid  to  the  States  in 
setting  up  wild-life  restoration  projects.  Tho  approximate  sum  of 
A3, 500, 000  is  collected  each  year.  It  may  be  used  for  rehabilitation 
and  improvement  of  resting,  feeding,  or  breeding  places,  and  also  for 
research  into  problems  of  wildlife  management.  The  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  supervises  tho  fund  and  tho  State  must  contribute  at  least 
25 %  of  the  total  cost. 
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1937 


As  usual,  our  Christmas  Census  will  gov  or  Grand  Island  and  .various 
places  within  a.  16  mile  diameter*  If  you.  desire  to  participate,  please 
communicate  With  the  leader  regarding  unassigned  territory  to  cover, 
or  else  directly  with  those  already  assigned  to  territories  on  the 
following  list.  Please  use  the  society* s  check  list  when  reporting. 
Try  to  start  by  8  A.M.  and  spend  at  least  6  hours  in  the  field. 

Keep  a  careful  check  of  numbers  of  each  species  In  your  territory, 
and  be  especially  careful  of  identification  of  any  unusual  species 
you  may  observe.  Make  ’’accuracy"  your  watchword.  To  aid  the  publicity 
committee^  please  leave  your  reports  by  6  P.M.  if  possible  at  378 
Crescbnt  Avenue,  Buffalo  (residence^  H.  D.  Mitchell)  or  telephone 
University  8532  anytime  after  5  F.M*  And  before  7  P.M.  Due  to  the 
courtesy  of  Mr.  Ault  and  John  Messmer, Jr . , the  Town  Hall  in  the  center 
of  Grand  Island  will  be  open  at  noon  for  the  use  of  members  and  guests. 


T 


erritorial  Assignments : 


1  -  Tifft  St.,  Buffalo  Harbor,  Canadian  Shore, 

Niagara  River  and  Goat  Island  .... 

2  -  Erie  Beach  to  Willoughby  Marsh  (except 

River  Shore)  ••••••••.» 

3  -  Willoghby  Marsh  and  vicinity  .... 

4  -  Grand  Island,  north  of  Long  Road  and 

W.  of  Base  Line  Road  and  including 
Bttckhopn  Island  • 

5  -  Grand  js *  E.  of  Base 

Ransom  Road  .••••.. 

6  -  Grand  Is.,  E*  of  Base  Line  Rd .  S 

Ransom  Rd.,  N.  of  Whitehaven  Rd. 


Line  Road  and  N. 

of 


of 


Leaders : 

James  Savage 

Edw.  A.  Eames 
Open 

C.  A,  Somerside 
Mr.  Vaughan 
E.  C.  Ulrich 
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8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 


Grand 

Is  • , 

E* 

of 

Base 

Line 

Rd.  S. 

of.  White- 

haven 

Rd,, 

N. 

of 

Lov  c 

Road 

■* 

.  4  . 

Open 

Grand 

Is . , 

W. 

of 

Base 

Line 

Rd.  S. 

of  Long 

Rd.  N. 

of 

Whitehaven  ' 

Rd .  • 

•  •  • 

Dr.  1 

Grand 

Is  • , 

W. 

of 

Base 

Line 

Rd.  S, 

of  White- 

haven 

Rd . , 

N. 

of 

Love 

Road 

• 

•  •  • 

T.  M< 

Grand 

Is  . , 

W. 

of 

Base 

Line 

Rd.  S. 

Of  Le»vC 

Rd.,  N 

.  of 

Fix  Rd., 

•  • 

«  . 

.  *  • 

Mr  a  * 

Grand 

Is , , 

s. 

of 

Base 

Line 

Rd.,  S 

.  of  jV'VC 

Rd.,  including  Swamp  south  of  old  Ferry 
landing  .......... 

Grand  Island  South  End,  South  of  Fix  Rd. 
Ferry  St.,  American  Shore,  Niagara  River 
to  Portage  Road  ........ 

Delaware  Park,  Forest  Lawn,  Bennett 

Quarries  .....  . 

Lincoln  Park  and  Tonawanda  north  of 

Sheridan  Drive  •  •  . 

Bear  Swamp  and  vicinity  .... 


George  Kratzer 
H.  E.  Eckler 

H.  D-.  Mitchell 

Miss  Weierheiser 

Alfred  Wander 
J .  H .  S  chrnahl 


r'"0TE  I  Be  sure  and  list  names  and  addresses  of  all  members  of  your 
party  and  notify  me#  These  are  neecTecT  m  reporting  to  Bird  Lore.. 

Harold  D.  Mitchell 


5 


1TEEIING  OF  De c  ember  1,  1957 

At  the  December  I,  meeting,  the  society  voted  Mrs.  Arthur  C.  Brettle 
and  Mr.  Ralph  H.  Lewis  into  associate  membership. 

The  conservation  committee  had  reports  from  three  sources  on  the 
duck  question.  The  Emergency  Conservation  Committee  advocated  a 
completely  closed  season.  The  Biological  Surveysooke  of  a  slight  in¬ 
crease  in  ducks  and  held  for  a  continuance  of  the  present  short  open 
season.  A  third  source,  from  a  local  newspaper,  maintained  that  the 
number  of  ducks  warrants  a  longer  open  season. 

Mr.  Irving  Reiman,  Curator  of  Geology  at  the  Museum,  gave  a  most 
interesting  lecture  on  the  Geology  of  Western  New  York,  illustrating  by 
means  of  maps  the  formation  of  the  terrain  as  it  exists  today.  Mr. 
Reiman  concluded  with  a  short  talk  on  fossil  birds. 


MEETING  OF  December  15.  1937. 

The  society  elected  Mrs,  Herbert  Hickman  to  associate  membership. 
Mr.  Mitchell  outlined  the  plans  for  our  annual  Bird  Lore  Christmas 
Census,  the  details  of  which  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 

FUTURE  EVENTS 

Meetings : 

Jan.  12  -  8:00  P.M.  Sharp  at  Roosevelt  Field  Club  Room, 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  nAn  Analysis  of 
Western  N.  Y.  Christmas  Censuses”  Alice  Ulrich. 
Jan.  26  -  ''Reports ’  and  Discussion  on  The  Prothonotary." 


Field  Trips : 

Dec.  26 

J  an ,  16 
J  an •  30 


Christmas  Census:  H.  D.  Mitchell,  Leader 

Telephone  -  Un-8532 . 

Oak  Orchard  Swamp:  George  Kratzer.,  Tel.  RI-8506. 
Monthly  Census . 


EDITOR'S  NOTE 

Please  send  in  notes  on  observations  for  us  in  January  issue  by 
January  12,  1938% 

Subscription:  50^  per  year,  now  payable  for  1938,  to  treasurer. 
Notify  editor  if  you  have  failed  to  recoivo  any  back  copies. 


Editor:  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Ave.,  Buffalo,  New  York 
Business  Manager:  Mrs.  George  Kratzer,  140  Wardman  Rd.,  Kenmore,  N.Y. 
Treasurer:  Miss  Bertha  Schwenger,  526  Delaware  Ave .Buffalo,  N.Y. 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo,  New  York 

THE  MONTH 

December  1937  will  always  be  remembered  for  the  severe  although  very 
local  blizzard  which  enveloped  Buffalo  and  more  particularly  the  north 
end  of  the  city  and  the  regions  to  the  north  and  northeast.  At  its 
height  there  was  about  5  ft.  of  snow  in  Kenmore,  while  there  was  less 
than  2  f t •  of  snow  recorded  6  miles  to  the  south  in  downtown  Buffalo 
and  little  more  in  North  Tonawanda,  about  6  miles  to  the  north  of  the 
center  of  the  storm.  Nevertheless,  a  fall  of  15.6  inches  for  24  hrs . 
on  the  9th  and  10th  set  a  December  record  at  the  weather  bureau. 

In  Kenmore  this  may  have  been  twice  .as  great*  The  storm  v/as  almost 
continuous  from  the  8th  until  the  11th,  temperatures  hovering  between 
10  and  20  degrees  most  of  the  time.  The  wind  rose  to  49  M.P.II.  from 
the  west  on  the  7th,  and  to  54  M.P.H.  on  the  8th,  45  M.P.H.  on  the 
9th  and  40  M.P.H.  on  the  10th,  all  from  the  south  west.  For  the  entire 
month,  temperature  averaged  nearly  2  degrees  below  normal  while  precip¬ 
itation  was  less  than  l/2H  above  normal,  in  spite  of  a  snowfall  of  38.2 
inches,  within  3  inches  of  that  of  the  record  December  in  1926. 

While  the  heavy  snowfall  had  little  effect  on  the  water  birds,  it 
had  a  very  appreciable  affect  on  the  land  bird  population  which  w as 
brought  out  clearly  by  the  result  of  the  Christmas  Census,  which 
covered  much  of  the  storm  swept  area. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

OCTOBER 

5  -  3  Nelson1 s  Sparrow  (F)  Dunkirk  (Bourne)  N.B.  Reported  Oct*  6  in 

error  in  Vol.  3,  Number  12. 

16  -  Catbird  (L)  Grand  Is.,  Magnolia  Warbler  (L)  Lincoln  Park 

(Brockner,  Somerside) 

NOVEMBER 

3  -  1  Ad.  Sabine ls  Gull  (L)  Buffalo  Harbor  off  Fuhrman  Drive,  (Bourne) 
30  -  40  Lapland  Longspur,  Bowmansville  (Savage) 

DECEMBER 

6-1  Myrtle  Warbler  (L),  1  Golden-crowned  Kinglet,  Brockport  (Guelf) 
9-1  Belted  Kingfisher  -  E.  Aurora  (Bourne) 

11  &  12  -  1  Pileated  Woodpecker,  So,  Wales  (James,  Robson) 

16- 2  Great  Blue  Heron,  Grand  Island  (Somerside) 

17- 1  Great  Blue  Heron,  Delaware  Park  Lake  (Kelly) 

18- 1  Ring-necked  Duck,  2  Meadowlark,  1  White-throated  Sparrow,  6  Lap- 

land  Longspur,  Grand  Island  (Vaughan,  Verrill) 


\ 
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DECEMBER 

19-1  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Hamburg  (Bourne) 

-  1  Red.  Br.  Nuthatch,  30  Pine  Siskin,  3  Goldfinch,  E.  Concord  Bog 

(Brockner ) 

24-1  Snowy  Owl,  Bennett  Quarry,  Buffalo  (Thorpe) 

26-1  Robin  (reported  in  local  newspaper  as  seen  cor.  Morris  Av.  and 

Main  St.  Buffalo  by  Mrs.  Goldman) 


26  -  CHRISTMAS  CENSUS, 

Buffalo,  New  York  (centering  from  Grand  Island,  including  Buffalo 
and  Niagara  Palls)  Weather  Clear  2"  to  36n  of  snow  (covering  most  of 
the  weeds)  Wind  S.W.  to  W.  47  MPH  in  morning,  decreasing  to  35  MPH  by 
3  PM  temp.  28-34  degrees,  15  parties  made  up  as  f ollows : 


A  - 
B  - 
C  - 
D  - 
E  - 
P  - 
G  - 
H  - 

I  - 
J  - 
K  - 

L  - 
M  - 
N  - 

0  - 


Buffalo  Harbor,  Canadian  Shore,  Niagara  R.  &  Goat  Is ,( Bourne, Savage ) 
Erie  Beach  to  Willoughby  Marsh,  Ont.  (Brockner,  Eames ) 

N.  W.  portion  Grand  Island  (Reynolds,  Somers ido) 


E. 


N. 

E. 

W. 

Central 

S  .  W  • 


it 

tt 

it 

n 

n 


u 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 


tt 


S.  E. 

Beaver  Park 
Amcr.  Shore 


tt 

tt 


tt 

tt 


(Vaughan ) 

so.  of  "Du  (Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ulrich) 
so.  of  "C"  (Herndon,  Secber) 

(Mr,  &  Mrs .Brett lo,  Cobb,  Kelly) 

(Mrs,  Kelly,  Klopfer,  Mrs.  Mansfield, 

R,  Mansfield) 

(Mr.  &  Mrs.  ICratzcr) 

(Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ecklcr) 

Niagara  R.  (Duttwciler,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Ramsay, 

Schwcngor,  Wendling) 

Delaware  Pk.  &  Forest  Lawn  (Danforth,  Wcierheisor) 

N,  Buffalo  &  W.  end  Tonawanda  (Thorpe) 

Lincoln  Park  &  E.  end  Tonawanda  (A,  &  II .  Zander)  and  N.  Tonawanda 

( Bcardslee ) 

Boar  Swamp  (Lee,  Schmahl) 

Letters  after  certain  species  listed  below  refer  to  above  groups 
which  reported  them. 


Horned  Grebe,  1  (K);  Double-crested  Cormorant,  1  (K);  Mallard  42 ;  Rcd- 
lcgged  and  Common  Black  Duck,  1254;  Pintail  5  (A);  Redhead  5  (I); 
Canvas-back  29  (A,  I);  Greater  and  Lesser  Scaup 'Duck  1950;  American 
Golden-eye  1648;  Bufflc-hcad  40;  Old-squaw  8  (A,  D,  K);  Hooded  Mergan¬ 
ser  1(C);  American  Merganser  548;  Red-breasted  Merganser  13;  Goshawk 
1  (B);  Red-tailed  Hawk,  8;  Red-shouldered  Hawk  2  (0);  Rough-legged  Hawk 
8;  Sparrow  Hawk  8;  Ruffed  Grouse  1  (B);  Ring -necked  Pheasant  324; 
Glaucous  Gull  3  (E,  M);  Iceland  Gull  2  (A,  H);  Kumlienfs  Gull  1  (K) ; 
Groat  Black-backed  Gull,  21;  Herring  Gull  7362;  Ring-billed  Gull  7(GJK) 
Bonaparte ls  Gull  3856;  Great  Horned  Owl  3  (E,  H);  Long-eared  Owl  1  (F); 
Short-eared  Owl  1  (M);  Flicker  1  (E);  Red-headed  Woodpecker  4  (E,  G); 
Hairy  v'/oodpeckcr  7;  Downy  Woodpecker  40;  Northern  Horned  Lark  1  (F); 
Blue  Jay  36;  Crow  Q57 ;  Black-cappcd  Chickadee  91;  Whitc-brcastcd  Nut¬ 
hatch  24;  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  1  (L);  Brown  Creeper  8;  Golden-crowned 
Kinglet  1  (A);  Starling  1437;  English  Sparrow  822;  Meadowlark  1  (J); 
Common  Redpoll  4  (A);  Gold  Tinch  8  (A);  Tree  Sparrow  28;  Song  Sparrow 
1  (A);  Snow  Bunting  125  (B); 

Total  53  species,  20,056  Individuals 


The  most  notable  difference  in  comparing  results  with  last  years  cen¬ 
sus  was  the  scarcity  of  our  small  land  birds  such  as  Chickadees,  Nut¬ 
hatches,  Creepers,  Tree  Sparrows,  Juncoes,  and  Song  Sparrows ,  there  be¬ 
ing  less  than  half  the  normal  numbers  of  those  birds.  The  heavy  snows 
of  the  past  few  weeks,  which  covered  most  of  the  weed  seeds  serving  as 
food  for  many  small  birds  may  account  for  some  of  this  scarcity .However, 
Chickadees,  Nuthatches,  and  Creepers  do  not  usually  depend  on  weed  seeds, 
and  the  snow  alone  cannot  affect  these  birds  to  a  large  extent. 


J 


.* 


Most  of  the  water  birds  were  recorded  in  smaller  numbers  than  last 
year,  but  there  were  many  more  Herring  Gulls  (hundreds  of  these  were 
reported  by  A.  &  H.  Wander  at  the  Tonawanda  garbage  dump)  seen  this 
year  and  also  many  more  Scaup  Ducks*  The  Buffle-head,  a  duck  which 
has  been  protected,is  also  increasing  slightly  in  numbers • 

The  leader  wishes  to  express  his  appreciation  of  the  support  of  all 
those  ..HtbA  pgwfr  Its, the  census. 

Another  Christmas  Cenus  from  South  Wales,  N.  Y,  December  25,  11  A.M. 
to  5  P.M.  light  snow,  rain  and  mist,  1  inch  snow,  wind  south,  light, 
temp*.  32  degrees.  Two  observers  in  one  party  covering  about  5  miles  on 
foot.  Ruffed  Grouse  5;  Herring  Gull  2  $  Great  Horned  Owl  1;  Hairy 
Woodpecker  2;  Down y  Woodpecker  6;  Blue  Jay  6;  Chickadee  18;  White¬ 
breasted  Nuthatch  6;  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  1;  Robin  1;  Towhee  1;  Slate- 
colored  Junco  8;  Tree  Sparrow  15$  Total  13  species,  72  individuals  - 
Mabel  H.  James,  Esther  Pratt. 

DECEMBER 

30  -  flock  400  Tree  Sparrows  near  Wellsville,  N  Y  ) 

-  Several  Red-headed  Woodpeckers  along  road  So.  of  Arcade)'"' 

1938 

JANUARY 

1- 45  species  reported  to  start  the  new  year,  as  follows: 

Mallard,  Red-legged  and  Common  Black  Duck,  2  Gadwall,  Pintail, 

Redhead,  Canvasback,  Greater  and  Lesser  Scaup,  Goldehreye,  Bufflehead, 
Old  Squaw,  Hooded,  Amer.  and  Redrbreasted  Mergansers,  all  of  the  above 
from  the  Niagara  River,  1  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  Grand  Is.  (H  &  R  Ecker ) , 

2  Red-tailed  Hawk,  Grand  Is  •  6  Rough-legged  Hawk,  2  Sparrow  Hawk, 
Pheasant,  Glaucous  Gull,  Buffalo  (Savage)  14  Gt.  Black-backed  Gull, 
Herring  Gull,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Bonaparte’s  Gull,  Snowy  Owl,  Niagara 
Falls, and  Long-eared  Owl,  Grand  Is.  and  Short-eared  Owl,  Tona wanda 
(Seeber,  Mitchell),  Hairy  and  Downy  Woodpecker,  10  Prairie  Horned  Lark, 
Grand  Is.  (H  &  R  Eckler)  Blue  Jay,  Crow,  Chickadee,  1  Tufted  Titmouse, 
Orchard  Park  (Winship),  White-breasted  Nuthatch,  3  Red-br.  Nuthatch 
and  1  Brown  Creeper,  Chestnut  ptidge  Wk.,  (Bourne,  Savage)  also  Red-br. 
Nuthatch,  So.  Wales  (James)  Starling,  English  Sparrow,  100  Red¬ 

poll,  Chestnut  Ridge  Pk.  (Bourne,  Savage),  1  Towhee,  So.  Wales  (James) 
Junco,  Tree  Sparrow,  30  Snow  Bunting,  Grand  Is.  (H  &  R  Eckler) 

2- 1  White-winged  Scoter  (F),  1  Cooper’s  Hawk  (F)  Niagara  River, 

1  Song  Sparrow  (F)  Goat  Is.  (Savage,  Mitchell) 

2  Golden-crowned  Kinglet  (F)  Goldfinch  (F)  Hamburg  (Bourne) 

3  "  "  "  (F),  11  Redpoll,  Wilson  (E  &  A  Ulrich) 

1  Short-eared  Owl,  Bennett  Quarry,  Buffalo  (Brockner) 

1  Goldfinch  (F),  1  Red-br.  Nuthatch,  So.  Wales  (Berner,  Brockner) 
Ruffed  Grouse,  So.  V/ ales  (James) 

3- 1  Snowy  Owl  -  Foot  Porter  Av.  Buffalo  (Bourne) 

4- 1  ”  M  off  Riverside  Park, ' Buffalo  (Bourne) 

-  1  Iceland  Gull  (F)  Niagara  River,  Buffalo  (Mitchell) 

5- 1  Lapland  Longspur  (F),  65  Snow  Bunting,  Hamburg  (Bourne) 

6- 3  Purple  Finch  (F)  Goat  Island  (Bourne)' 

8- 1  Marsh  Hawk  (F),  4  Prairie  Horned  Lark,  0*  0,  (H.  &  R.  Eckler) 

-  1  Great  Horned  Owl  (F),  Grand  Island  (Savage) 

9- 1  Robin  (F)  Williamsville  (Mrs.  Hauenstein,  rep.  Weierheiser ) 

-  over  1200  Snow  Buntings,  large  influx,  (reported  by  6  observers,  ) 

mostly  from  east  of  Buffalo.  One  was  killed  by  car  at  Clarence, 
N.Y.  from  large  flock  feeding  in  road.  (Mrs.  Beadle) 

10-1  Snowy  Owl,  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.,  Amherst  (Mitchell) 

12-1  Belted  Kingfisher  (F)  So#  Wales  (Esther  and  Nancy  Pratt, 

rep.  James) 
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NOTES 


To  date  79  species  have  been  reported  for  December,  1937,  and  the 
year’s  total  stands  at  250  species  and  subspecies  recorded  from  this 
territory. 

We  acknowledge  with  thanks  to  Mr,  James  L,  Baillee,  Jr,  the  receipt 
of  the  recently  published  treatise  on  "The  Distribution  of  Breeding 
Birds  in  Ontario1'  in  which  210  species  are  recorded,  Mr,  Baillee  and 
Dr,  Paul  Harrington  are  the  authors  of  this  booklet,  which  is  of 
special  interest  to  us,  due  to  the  observations  made  by  many  of  our  own 
members  in  Southern  Ontario  adjacent  to  the  Niagara  frontier. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr,  C,  A,  Somerside  for  an  article  which  appeared 
in  the  N,  Y®  Times  of  January  11  about  a  Hermit  Thrush  which  was  found 
outside  a  florist’s  shop  at' 63rd  St«  and  Madison  Ave,  during  the  winter 
of  1935,  was  brought  inside^  and  which  spent  the  remainder  of  the  winter 
there,  escaping  through  the  open  door  in  March  1936,  The  Thrush  did 
not  return  the  following  fall,  but  in  October  1937  a  Hermit  Thrush, 
thought  to  be  the  same  bird,  tapped  on  the  window  of  the  shop,  and  is 
now  spending  the  winter  there. 

Watch  the  newspapers  for  information  on  activities  planned  for 
National  Conservation  Week,  March  20  -  26,  1938, 

Two  Snowy  Owls  were  caught  in  a  pole  trap  by  Eugene  Emerling  of 
Emerling  Road,  New  Oregon,  N,  Y,  on  Nov,  27  and  28,  1937, 

From  Mr,  L,  G,  Edson  of  Rochester  come  some  interesting  winter  records. 
Common  Loon,  Robin,  Swamp  Sparrow  and  Northern  Yellowthroat  (from 
Glen  Haven  Marshes)  during  the  week  ending  Dec,  17,  1937.  The  follow¬ 
ing  week  Homed  Greebe,  Red-wing  and  the  Yellowthroat  were  reported. 

The  Christmas  Census  in  Rochester  totaled  36  species,  including  Ring¬ 
necked  Duck,  Ruddy  Duck,  Marsh  Hawk,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Winter  Wren, 
Robin,  Cedar  Waxwing,  Northern  Shrike,  Bronzed  Grackle,  Purple  Finch 
and  Redpoll,  On  Jan,  2  a  flock  of  20  Mourning  Doves  near  Pittsford, 
and  the  report  of  a  Green-winged  Teal  during  early  January  are  unusual 
winter  records. 

Some  late  migration  records  from  New  England  include  Common  Tern 
Nov,  25,  Hampton,  N,  H,,  Tree  Swallow  Dec,  4,  Saybrook,  Conn,,  Bewick’s 
Wren,  Oct,  21,  Winnegance,  Me,,  Short-billed  Marsh  Wren  Oct, 31, 
Springfield  Mass,  and  Dec,  12  Middletown,  R,  I,,  Baltimore  Oriole  at 
Amherst,  Mass,  from  mid  Nov,  until  Dec,  3,  when  it  was  caught  by  a  cat; 
also  another  Dec,  3  -  13  at  Wellesley,  Mass, 

Many  Snowy  Owls  continue  to  be  reported  from  southern  Canada  and 
northeastern  U,  S,,  apparently  the  best  migration  since  1926, 

Hudsonian  Chickadees  reported  near  Toronto  are  the  first  seen  in  that 
locality  since  about  1890,  In  southern  Ontario,  Evening  and  Pine  Gros¬ 
beaks,  Red  and  White-winged  Crossbills,  Pine  Siskins  and  Redpolls  have 
also  been  seen  this  winter. 

There  are  many  good  pointers  in  a  new  U,  S,  Dept,  of  Agriculture  pam¬ 
phlet  "Local  Bird  Refuges",  by  W,  A,  Mctee  of  the  Biological  Survey 
(Farmer’s  Bulletin  No,  1644) 


DID  YOU  KNOW  -  -  - 

That  a  species  that  is  known  to  be  scarce  and  seems  to  be  standing 
still  may  be  wiped  out  of  existence  by  one  season  of  extra  good  hunt¬ 
ing  weather  on  the  way  south. 

That  once  a  forest  becomes  a  "national  park"  only  a  special  act  of 
Congress  can  ever  wrest  it  from  us,  whereas  a  "national  forest"  can  at 
official  discretion  and  without  legislation  be  released  from  public 
ownership  to  private  ownership. 
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MEETING-  OF  JANUARY  12,  1958 

A  letter  fromHcybert  H,  Hal let t  was  read,  in  which  he  told  of  his 
new  location  in  Florida,  and  regretted  he  could  no  longer  join  us  in 
our  meetings.  We  will  miss  him  and  wish  him  well  in  his  new  surround¬ 
ings. 

Alice 'Ulrich  spoke  on  "An  Analysis  of  Western,  N.  Y*  Christmas 
Census c s " ^Previous  to  1921  there  were  several  census  reports  hy  Thos* 
L.  Bourne  from  Hamburg;  in  1921  Mr.  Bourne  and  James  •' Savage  started 
their  series  of  census  trips  along  the  Niagara  River,  which  they  have 
continued  regularly*  Our  own  B*  0.  S*  census  is  a  widening  of  the 
scope  of  these  Niagara  River  area  census  trips*  In  1922  Ur*  Perkins 
started  a  series  of  reports  from  G-owanda  and  in  1924  Clarence  Beal  and 
Roger  T.  Peterson  commenced  their  census  reports  from  the  Jamestown 
region.  There  have  been  few  other  reports  west  of  Rochester 

Mrs.  Ulrich  made  many  interesting  comparisons  of  census  records 
made  in  recent  years 


MEETINGS : 


o  i  2  6 

Feb.  9 


FUTURE _ EVENTS 

8:00  P.M.  sharp  at  Roosevelt  Field  Club  Room, 

Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

‘'Reports  and  Discussion  on  the  Prothono- 

tary" . 

"Moving  Pictures  of  Michigan  Wild  Life” 

Bertha  Schwenger. 


FIELD  TRIPS:- 

Jan.  16 

Jan.  30 
Feb.  13 

LECTURE : 

Feb.  17 


LeRoy  and  Oak  Orchard  Swamp:  H.  D,  Mitchell,  Leader 
Tel.  UN-8532.  Leave  Main  St.  and  City  Line  8:  A.M. 
Bring  lunch. 

Monthly  Census. 

Parks  South  of  Buff al.  E.  C.  Ulrich,  leader 
Tel.  PA-8896.  Leave  City  Hall,  Buffalo  8:  A.M. 
Bring  Lunch. 

Roger  T.  Peterson  of  Nat.  Ass’n.  of  Audubon  Societies 

(details  later) 


EDITOR »S  NOTE 

Please  send  in  notes  on  observations  Tor  use  in  February  issue  by 
February  9,  1938. 

Subscription:  50^  per  year,  now  payable  for  1938,  to  treasurer. 
Notify  editor  if  you  have  failed  to  receive  any  back  copies. 


Editor:  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Ave.,  Buffalo,  New  York 

Business  Manager:  Mrs.  George  Kratzer,  140  Wardman  Rd.,  Kenmore,  N.  Y. 
Treasurer:  Miss  Bertha  Schwenger,  526  D elaware  Ave .Buff a lo ,  N .  Y • 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 

Honorary  President  -  James  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Buffalo, 
Pr>p  a  n  H  firvh  —  Alfred  D  -  Wn  rider.  175  Saranac  Ave-.  Buffalo, 

Buffalo, 
Buffalo, 
Buffalo, 


President 
V.  President 
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Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Ave  „ 
Edward  C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Ave., 

Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield  44  Wingate  Ave., 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo  ,  New  York  


THE  MONTH 

January  1938  was  an  average  winter  month.  The  temperature  varied 
between  zero  (on  the  20th)  and  51  (on  the  24th),  with  a  mean  almost 
exactly  the  same  as  the  normal  for  the  past  years,  while  total  pre¬ 
cipitation  was  forty  percent  less  than  usual,  almost  entirely  in  the 
form  of  snow,  so  that  total  snowfall  was  normal.  For  five  days  pre¬ 
ceding  January  26  a  protracted  thaw  coupled  with  a  strong  southwest 
wind  broke  up  immense  floes  of  lake  ice  which  floated  down  the  Niagara 
River  and  over  the  falls  into  the  gorge,  to  collect  there  in  a  tremend¬ 
ous  ico  bridge  breaking  all  records  for  height.  The  pressure  of  this 
great  mass  of  ico  and  high  water  upon  the  abuttments  and  lower  girders 
of  the  falls  Viow  Bridge  caused  them  to  start  crumpling  on  the  26th, 
and  the  entire  bridge  fell  into  the  gorge  on  the  following  day. 

During  much  of  the  month  the  ice  above  Goat  Island  was  so  extensive 
that  it  covered  much  of  the  area  usually  frequented  by  the  Black  Ducks 
and  Mallards,  who  were  obliged  to  feed  in  the  faster  water# 

Snowy  Owls  and  Redpolls  invaded  our  territory  from  the  north  in 
greater  numbers  than  usual,  while  on  the  other  hand  there  were  several 
records  of  wintering  Robins,  Flickers,  Towhecs,  as  well  as  one  of  a 
Hermit  Thrush. 

High  winds:  January  25,  50  miles  per  hr. 

’noteworthy  records 

Please  advise  the  editor  whether  or  not  you  like  the  new  form  in 
which  these  records  arc  given  below: 

Canada  Goose  (F)  Flock  of  15  flying  north  over  Buffalo  Jan.  30 

(Geo.  Wear)  -  Flock  seen  flying  over  Bolivar,  N.  Y.  the 
previous  week  (Samuel  Earl).  Very  early. 

Small  Flock  Black  Duck  &  Mallard  at  Water  Hole  at  Oak  Orchard  Swamp 

early  January  (J.  Madison) 

Old  Squaw  -  Few  in  numbers  this  winter,  but  a  flock  of  108  on  Niagara 

River  below  Ft.  Eric  Jan.  30  (Thorpe) 

Cooper fs  Hawk  -  more  common  than  usual  in  winter  2  Lyndonville 

Jan.  5  and  29,  1  So.  Wales  Jan.  9  (James,  1  0.0. Swamp 
Jan.  16  (Mitchell,  1  Wilson,  Jan.  23  ( Brockncr, Thorpe ) 


Rough-legged  Hawk  -  more  common  than  usual,  5  Grand  Island  and  Tona¬ 
wanda  Jan.  20  (Eames) 

European  Partridge  (P)  So,  Wales  (Jan.  17  (Roger  Pratt  rep.  James) 
Glaucous  Gull  -  5  Buffalo  Harbor  Jan. 23  (Creighton) 

Iceland  Gull  -  i  Bird  Av.  Buffalo  Jan.  23  (Mitchell)  1  Niagara  Gorge 

Feb.  5  (Mohr) 

Kumlienfs  Gull  (P)  -  1  Canadian  Shore  Niagara  River  below  Ft,  Erie 

Jan.  23  (Creighton) 

Bonaparte *s  Gull  -  few  since  Jan.  2,  10  Buffalo  Harbor  Jan.  11  (L) 

(Mitchell) 

Mourning  Dove  (F)  -  So#  Wales  Jan.  28  (Roger  Pratt,  rep.  James) 

Barn  Owl  -  2  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  Jan.  28  (J.  Madison) 

Great  Horned  Owl  -  2  Lyndonville,  Jan,  1  (F)'(  W,  A.  Smith) 

Snowy  Owl  -  Lyndonville  Jan.  13  (Geo.  Smith),  Sheridan  Drive  Amherst 

Feb.  2  (Beardslee),  Rattlesnake  Is.  Tonawanda  Feb.  5 
(Tilley),  Tonawanda  Feb.  10  (Kelly,  MansfiledJ  Niagara 
Falls  Feb.  12  (Mitchell) 

Barred  Owl  (F)  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  Jan.  14  (Eckler) 

Short-eared  Owl  -  becoming  more  numerous,  E,  Aurora  Jan.  15  (Winship), 

Canadian  Shore  Niagara  R.  (Creighton)  7  at  Tonawanda, 
Jan.  16  (Kelly),  4  Tonawanda  Jan.  23  (Ulrich) 

N.  Flicker  -  Fort  Erie  Ont.  Jan.  8  (Winship),  Leroy  Jan.  15,  16 

(Hazelton,  Brockner),  Grand  Island  Jan,  23  (Ulrich), 

Oak  Orchard  Swamp  mid  January  (J.  Madison) 

N.  Pileated  Woodpecker  (F)  So.  Wales,  Jan.  14,  21,  23  (James,  Eleanor 

Pratt ) 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker  (F)  Leroy,  Jan.  1  (Hazelton),  Jan.  16  2  seen 

(several  members) 

Prairie  Horned  Lark,  Orchard  Park  Jan.  13,  15  &  later  (Winship) 

So.  Wales  3,  Jan.  30,  31,  Sheridan  Pk.  Feb.  5  (Kelly) 
Buffalo  6  -  Feb.  8,  7  -  Feb.  10  (Brockner) 

Crow  roosts  S.  W.  of  Lockport  (Ulrich)  and  S.  of  Dunkirk  (Mitchell) 
Red-br.  Nuthatch  -  exceeds  White-br.  in  numbers  in  various  localities 

this  winter. 

Tufted  Titmouse  -  Orchard  Park  daily  at  feeding  stations.  (Johnson, 

Winship ) 

Winter  Wren  (F)  -  Lyndonville,  Jan.  8  (Geo.  Smith) 

Robin,  several  reports,  1  Lyndonville,  Jan.  19  (  W.  A.  Smith) 

1  Amherst  Jan.  24  (Richard  Madison),  1  E.  Aurora  Jan. 

27  (Mrs.  Pattengel),  2  Grand  Island  Jan.  30(Creighton) 

1  Buffalo,  Jan.  29  and  for  3  weeks  previous  (Mr.  & 

Mrs.  Cooley,  159  Morris  Avenue) 

Hermit  Thrush  (F)  Grand  Island  Jan.  23  (Creighton,  Wander) 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet,  rather  rare  except  at  Wilson  where  8  soen  Jan.  17 

(Beardslee)  and  10  Jan.  23  (Brockner,  Thorpe) 

Cedar  Waxwing  (F)  Lyndonville  Jan.  31  (Goo.  Smith) 

Northern  Shrike  (F)  Canadian  Shore,  Niagara  River  Jan.  23  (Creighton) 
Meadowlark  (F)  So.  Wales,  Jan.  30  (James) 

Cowbird  (F)  So.  Wales  Jan.  22 '(Roger  Pratt,  rep.  James) 

Cardinal  (F)'City  Hospital  Grounds,  Buffalo  Feb.  10  &  11  (Brockner) 
Purple  Finch,  not  uncommon,  reported  from  Goat  Island,  Leroy, So .Wales, 

Springvillo,  Emory  Park  &  Cherry  Crook. 

Pine  Grosboak  (F)  0.  0.  Swamp  1  male  2  females  Feb.  5  (Eckler) 
Redpoll-several  reports;  from  So.  Wales,  Sardinia,  and  Cherry  Crook. 
Pino  Siskin.  (F)  Wilson  6,  Jan.  17  (Boardsloo) 

Goldfinch,  sovoral  reports,  from  So.  Walos,  Wilson,  0.0.  Swamp,  & 

Cherry  Crook 
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Towhee,  several  times  at  S.  Wales  (James)  and  1  heard  at  Cherry 

Creek  (Verrill) 

Tree  Sparrow  -  Fewer  in  numbers  than  in  any  recent  winter. 

Swamp  Sparrow  (F)  0.  0.  Swamp  3  (Sev  eral  members) 

Song  Sparrow,  several  from  0.  0.  Swamp,  So.  Wales,  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y. 

and  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Snow  Bunting  -  faily  common  since  Jan.  9. 


NOTES 

'We  welcome  Mr.  Andrew  Wenk  as  an  associate  member  of  our  society. 

To  date,  75  species  have  been  reported  for  January,  1938,  compared 
with  66  a  year  ago. 

Let  us  watch  for  Acadian  Chickadees  this  winter.  A  letter  from  Mr, 
James  L.  Baillie,  Jr.  reports  several  records  from  Toronto,  and  the 
Bulletin  of  New  England  Bird-Life  mentions  a  small  flock  seen  in 
Connecticut . 

Several  very  unusual  records  are  reported  for  the  Burroughs -Audubon 
Nature  Club  of  Rochester  by  Mr.'W.  L.  G.  Edson.  Among  them  are  re¬ 
cords  of  Bittern,  Virginia  Rail,  and  Prairie  Marsh  Wren  from  Ironde- 
quoit  Bay  during  the  week  of  January  23.  The  Bittern  was  shot  by  a 
hunter ,  but  the  Virginia  Rail  was  still  present  the  following  week. 

From  the  Bulletin  of  New  England  Bird-Life  we  mention  only  a  few  of 
the  most  amazing  records:  Barrow* s  Golden-eye  (several);  Great  Gray 
Owl  (perched  for  two  hours  in  tree  in  middle  of  Hartford,  Conn.  Jan. 12) 
Phoebe;  both  Marsh  Wrens;  Orange-crowned  Warbler;  and  Baltimore  Oriole. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  George  North  of  Hamilton,  Ont.  reports  the  recent 
occurrence  of:  Hoary  Redpoll  (Jan.  23);  Greater  Redpoll  (Jan.  29); 
White-throated  Sparrow,  singing  (Jan.  29);  and  Pine ' Grosbeak  (Jan.29). 

Our  near  neighbors  of  the  Eaton  Bird  Club,  Geneva,  reported  a  very 
fine  Christmas  Census,  totaling  38  species,  and  8,364  individuals. 
Outstanding  were  2  Coot,  1  Red-headed  Woodpecker,  1  Fox  Sparrow, 

34  Horned 'Grebe,  600  Redhead,  9  Groat  Black-backed  Gull,  and  1  Long- 
eared  Owl#  January  records  include  Holbooll*s  Grobo,  Whistling 
swan,  Florida  Gallinulo,  Winter  Wren,  Bluebird,  Red-wing  and  CowbLrd. 


EGRETS 

Whiter  than  the  snow  is  wh ito 
Upon  the  peaks. 

Stiller  than  a  shadow,  they 
With  lifted  beaks, 

Wore  standing,  caught  in  fear. 

Then  lightly  as  a  summer  breeze 
In  clouds  they  rose. 

Huddled  in  their  terror  -  swift 
As  water  flows. 

To  vanish  down  the  mere. 

I,  glorified,  yet  winking  back  a  tear. 
Prayed  such  beauty  might  bo  left  us  here. 

R.  E.  Swift 
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CONSERVATION  NOTES 


The  Federation  of. Ontario  Naturalists  has  again  boon.^ctivo'  ir. 
urging  the  prosecution  of  those  guilty  of  killing  eagles.  Two  such. 

one@at  Port^lein^and^  t0  thr±V  attention  tuning  the  present  autumn,  ' 
^  Port  anJ  one  at  Gananoque  0  Th^  two  men  responsible  for 

the  Gananoque  infraction  of  the  law  pleaded  guilty,  were  placed  on 

suspended  sentence  for  a  year  and  assessed  costs  of  Two  Dollars. 

to  Bertha  Schwenger  for  the  following  article 
6mtx?n?  Committee  for  Bird  Protection  has  asked  us  to  bring 
?x  information  to-; the  attention  of  our  members; 

National  Sections  composed  of  official  representatives  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  ornithological  and  conservation  societies  in  twenty-six  countries, 
are  organized  to  advance  the  cause  of  world  bird-protection. 

Our  work  in  Continental ' Europe  is  centralized  in  the  Brussels 

Secretariat ,  and  in  like  manner  the  countries  of  tho 
British  Empire  are  connected  with  the  London  office.  In  New 'York,  wo 
are  working  especially  with  the  West  Indies,  Central  America,  and 
°^h  America.  Within  the  past  few  months  we  have  learned  that  in 
most  of  the  countries  to  the  south  of  us,  almost  no  attention  is  paid 
protection.  Great  numbers  of  our  birds,  including  twenty-one 
°L  many  song  birds,  and  virtually  all  of  our  more  im- 

shore  birds,  pass  the  winter  south  of  us.  We  cannot  hope  to 
.  American  bird  supply  without  the  aid  of  these  south- 

ern  neighbours  which  are  doing  no  more  for  the  protection  of  birds 
than  was . bein  done  in  the  United  States  forty  years  ago. 

We  desire  to  gather  all  possible  information  regarding ' bird-protec- 
tive  conditions  in  other  countries.  We  would,  therefore,  be  glad  if 
you  will  draw  to  the  attention  of  your  membership,  either  at  one  of 
your  meetings  or  in  the  pages  of  your  publication, 
saving  the  birds  that  know  no  national  boundaries, 
have  travelled  abroad  to  advise  us  regarding  their 
bird-protective  conditions.” 


to  bird 
species 
portant 
rebuild 


this  movement  for 
and  ask  any  who 
observations  on 


SPORTSMEN  SUBMIT  SUGGESTIONS  TO  LEGISLATURE 

The  five  largest  Buffalo  sportsmen* s  organizations  were  represented 
y  committees  of  three  each  on  January  6,  when  proposed  legislation 
affecting  hunting  and  fishing  in  tho  stato  was  discussed  in  an  effort 

to  arrive  at  a  list  of  suggestions  for  submission  to  tho  Stato  Legis¬ 
lature  this  year. 

It  was  proposed  by  ono  group  that  game  protectors  bo  roquirod  to 
accompany  representatives  of  sportsmen’s  organizations  when  the  latter 
arc  restocking  fish  or  game  coverts  with  stock  supplied  by  the  state 
conservation  department.  The  sportsmen  said  this  was  to  prevent  such 
stock  being  placed  on  posted  areas,  where  they  could  not  get  at  it. 
q , ^ ^ omm i 1 1 c o  also  objected  to  prohibition  of  hunting  in  Allegany 
ate  Park,  contending  that  they  have  as  much  right  there  as  campers. 


ip  ha?  b®en  definitely  decided  by  the  Niagara 

Y®*  ?£  the  north  end  of  Grarid  Island  in  its  present  natural*11 
^°f.and  preserve  it  as  a  sanctuary  for  wild  life.  Wo  are 

conservation^  ^  °ommis3lori  took  thia  stand  in  tho  interest  of 
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SPECIAL  MEETINGS 


On  Feb.  4,  we  had  the  pleasure  of  a  visit  from  one  of  our  Honorary 
members,  Mr.  Gardiner  Bump,  N.  Y„  State  Game  Commissioner®  Twenty- 
eight  members  and  guests  met  at  the  Central  Y*  M.  C.  A.  where  a 
dinner  meeting  was  held  and  Mr,  Bump  related  some  of  his  experiences 
and  answered  many  questions  regarding  conservation  matters.  He  also 
showed  some  excellent  motion  pictures  of  deer  in  the  Adirondacks. 

Many  deer  actually  starved  to  death  there  in  recent  winters  due  to  the 
lack  of  food*  The  conservation  department  is  attempting  to  remedy 
this  condition. 

A  Conservation  Forum  was  held  at  Grover  Cleveland  Park  on  Thursday, 
February '10,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Garden  Center  Institute. 

Mr.  Lenz,  chairman  of  the  conservation  committee  of  the  Junion  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  Erie  County,  also  chairman  of  the  coming  National  Wild 
Life  week,  was  the  principal  speaker.  He  told  of  the  plans  for  the 
week  of  March  20  -  26,  which  will  be  proclaimed  National  Wild  Life 
Week  by  Pres.  Roosevelt,  and  told  how  all  could  help  out  in  making  the 
program  a  success.  Buttons  and  stamps  will  be  sold  to  aid  the  General 
Wild  Life  Federation,  of  which  '’ping1'  Darling  is  President.  There  will 
be  much  publicity  through  the  press  and  radio  broadcasts.  Further 
details  will  be  in  our  March  issue. 


MEETING  of  JANUARY  26,  1958 

This  meeting  was  turned  over  to  the  Editorial  Staffoof  the  nPROTHON~ 
OTARY" ,  who  submitted  a r  eport  for  1937.  The  subscription  list  has 
shown  a  steady  growth,  proving  that  our  little  magazne  is  filling  a 
real  need.  The  financial  report  was  also  gratifying,  indicating  as  it 
did  that  despite  the  severe  handicap  of  a  very  low  subscription  rate, 
cooperation  of  the  Society1 s  members  and  rigid  economy  of  management 
had  made  it  possible  for  the  staff  to  go  through  the  yoar  with  flying 
colors®  All  credit  to  them  and  appreciation  from  those  whom  they 
serve  so  well  1 

C.  S.  Beardslee 


MEETING  OF  FEBRUARY  9*  1958 

A  motion  was  passed  to  change  the  by-lav/s  to  make  the  date  of  the 
annual  meeting  the  second  Wednesday  in  October. 

The  society  was  indebted  to  Miss  Bertha  Schwenger  for  obtaining  3 
fine  reels  of  motion  pictures  of  Michigan  Wild  Life  which  were  sent 
to  her  by  the  Michigan  Department  of  Conservation.  'Some  unusually 
clear  pictures  of  nesting  Loons,  ducks,  marsh  birds.  Gulls,  terns. 

Barn  Owrls  and  many  other  species  were  of  particular  Interest.  Another 
reel  showed  how  vandals  break  the  game  laws,  and  what  steps  are  taken 
to  apprehend  the  culprits. 
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FUTURE  EVENTS 


MEETINGS  -  at  8:00  P.  M#  in  tlie  Roosevelt  Field  Club  Room  at  the 

Buffalo  Museum. of . Science • 

Feb.  23  -  ’’Pictures  of  Prof.  A.  0.  Grossr  Expedition  to 

Kent’s  Island.  ” 

James  Botsford. 

March  9  -  ’’Slides  and  Motion  Pictures  of  Birds”. 

Harlan  Eckler . 


FIELD  TRIPS  * 

Feb*  27  -  Monthly  Census, 

March  6  -  Niagara  Loop  and  Grand  Island. 

George  C.  Kratzer,  Leader,  Telephone  RI-8506 
Meet  at  Bust!  Av.  Entrance,  Peace  Bridge,  8:30  A.M. 

LECTURES:  Auditorium,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 


Feb.  17  -  8:15  P.M.  "The  Pageant  of  Bird  Life”:  Roger  T. 

Peterson  of  Nat#  Ass’n.  of  Audubon  Societies. 

Under  Auspices  of  Buffalo  Audubon  Society,  Garden 
Center  Institute,  and  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society., 

Feb,  25  -’’Birds  of  the  Gaspe  Peninsula”:  Cleveland  P.  Grant. 

A  Mardi  Gras  and  Pageant  presenting  20  nations  and  a  cast  of  1800 
people,  a  concert  by  Buffalo  Philharmonic  Orchestra,  followed  by  a 
dance,  will  be  held  at  Broadway  Auditorium  on  Tuesday  Evening, 

March  1,  1938  from  7:30  P.  M.  to  midnight.  Our  Society  has  arranged 
for  a  block  of  $1*00  reserved  seats#  Please  get  in  touch  with  Miss 
Bertha  Schwenger  526  Delaware  Av.  Tel.  Gr-3742  for  reservations.  We 
hope  for  a  large  turnout  as  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  Library  Fund 
of  the  Buffalo  NMuseum  of  Science# 


EDITOR *S  NOTE 


A  careful  check-up  of  expenses  during  the  past  year  shows  that  it  is 
possible  to  publish  thePROTHONOTARY  for  the  oresent  subscription  price 
of  50^  per  year,  exclusive  of  the  mailing  cost  which  averages  a  little 
under  25  cents  per  year.  If  those  who  receive  copies  by  mail  will 
help  us  out  to  the  extent  of  an  additional  25^,  it  will  put  us  on  a 
basis  where  we  can  at  least  break  even  in  1938.  Subscriptions  for 
1938  are  now  due. 

Please  send  in  your  notes. for  the  next  issuo  by  March  7,  1938. 


Editor:  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Avo.,  Buffalo,  New  York 

Business  Manager:  Mrs.  George  Kratzer,  140  Wardman  Rd.,  Kenmore,  N.Y. 
Treasurer:  Miss  Bertha  Schwenger,  526  Delaware  Av.  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 
_ Buffalo . _ New  York _ 

THE  MONTH 


February,  1938  was  a  cloudy,  rainy  month,  with  much  less  than  the 
normal  amount  of  sunshine.  Precipitation  was  4.23  inches,  the  great¬ 
est  amount  for  the  month  since  1910.  Temperatures  averaged  over  four 
degrees  above  normal  with  no  readings ' below  zero  during  the  month. 

In  spite  of  the  moderate  temperatures,  there  was  much  ice  present  on 
Lake  Erie  and  there  were  no  winds  of  over  35  miles  per  hr.  velocity 
to  dislodge  the  ice  formations.  Most  of  the  feeding  areas  for  the 
dabbling  ducks  were  ice  covered,  and  their  numbers  seemed  to  be  less 
than  in  the  preceding  winter  months.  The  most  notable  change  in  the 
winter  bird  life  was  the  increasing  scarcity  of  the  gulls  noted  as 
the  month  progressed,  as  there  were  scarcely  ten  per  cent  of  the  gulls 
present  in  late  February  that  were  present  at  the  time  of  tho  Christ¬ 
mas  Census.  Similarly,  fow  gulls  were  noted  at  Dunkirk,  N.Y.  or  at 
Erie,  Pa.  during  the  last  week  of  the  month.  Possibly  some  of  our 
subscribers  from  more  distant  points  can  help  to  solve  the  mystery  of 
the  disappearance  and  the  present  whereabouts  of  our  gulls. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Gadwall  -  2  pairs  still  present  at  Niagara  Falls  in  late  February. 
Canvas-back  -  about  200  off  Grand  Island  during  Winter. 

Old-squaw  -  Increasing  in  numbers,  88  on  Niagara  River,  March  6 

(9  members ) 

White-winged  Scoter  -  3  on  Lake  Erie  off  Dunkirk  Jan.  11  (Bourne) 
Hooded  Merganser  -  Pair  Niagara  River,  Grand  Is.  March  10  (Eames ) 
American  Merganser  -  about  800  on  Niagara  River,  March  6  (9  members) 
Cooper’s  Hawk  -  Jan.  11,  Hamburg  (Bourne)  Feb.  19  Leroy  (Hazelton) 
Redtailed  Hawk  -  Starting  nesting  activities.  Grand  Island  (Eames) 
Broad-winged  Hawk  -  1  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  Mar.  4  (Beardslee) 
Rough-legged  Hawk  -  6  seen  in  one  location  on  Grand  Island  (Verrill) 
Bald  Eagle  (F)  Adult,  Navy  Island  Feb.  12  (Creighton) 

Ruffed  Grouse  -  reported  from  Chestnut  Ridge  (Bourne ),Springville 

(Somers ide ) 

European  Partridge  -  2  So.  Wales,  March  7  (Esther  &  Precilla  Pratt, 

James ) 


Killdeer  (F)  So.  Wales  March  9  (Pratt,  James) 
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Gulls  -  only  a  few  Great  Black-backed  and  less  than  150  Herring  Gulls 

seen  between  Buffalo  and  Niagara  Falls  on  March  6, 
compared  with  thousands  of  the  latter  species  in  Dec. 
Screech  Owl  (F)  at  Hamburg  Jan.  9  (Bourne) 

Barred  Owl  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  Feb*  26,  27  (Eckler) 

Snowy  Owl  -  1  Niagara  Falls  March  8  (Beardslee),  2  seen  Niagara  Falls 

and  Beaver  Park  March  6  (9  members) and  March  8  (C.S.B.) 
Long-eared  Owl  -  at  least  3  at  Lincoln  Park  (several  members) 
Short-eared  Owl  -  several  at  Tonawanda  in  Feb.;  2  Lackawanna  March  4 

(Bourne);  3  March  2  Cheektowaga  (Eckler) 

Flicker  -  1  at  Leroy  Feb.  16,  17  (Hazolton),  1  Oak  Orchard  Feb.  26 

(Eckler ) 

Pileated  Woodpecker  -  Hampton  Brook,  Jan.  23  (J.  Rogers,  R.  Wilson) 

Springville  Fob.  26  (Somersido) 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker  -  at  feeding  station  at  Leroy  daily  (Hazelton) 
Northern  Horned  Lark  (F)  Flock  of  26,  Hamburg  Feb.  28  (Bourne) 

Prairie  Horned  Lark  -  fairly  common  by  Feb.  12,  numerous  by  Feb.  17 
Tuftod  Titmouse  -  still  at  Orchard  Park  (Winship) 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch  -  as  common  as  White-breasts  in  Chestnut  Ridge  P. 
Robin  -  1  at  Konmoro,  Fob.  11  (Kratzer) 

Hermit  Thrush  -  still  present  Grand  Island.  Fcbi  20  (Wander),  March  6 

(3  members);  March  9  (Brockncr,  Harris) 

Cedar  Waxwing  -  23  at  Bourne 1 s  Beach,  Westfield  Feb.  18(3oardslce, 

Roger  Peterson) 

Redwing  (F)  female  at  Oak  Orchard  Feb.  26,  27  (Eckler),  8  Dayton,  N.Y. 

March  10  (Mitchell) 

Cardinal  -  Young  male  now  singing.  City  Hospital  grounds,  Buffalo 

( Brockner ) 

Common  Redpoll  -  2  at  Springville,  March  6-  ( Somers ide) 

Pine  Siskin  -  30  Emory  Park 'Feb.  12  (Wild),  3  Feb.  18,  8  Feb.  20  and 

100  March  8,  So.  Wales  (Esther  Pratt,  James) 

Goldfinch  -  Fob.  26  Springville  (Somerside ), Chestnut  Ridge,  March  6 

(Bourne), 22  at  Wilson  March  8  (Beardslee) 

Red-eyed  Towhee  -  a  female  at  Springville  Feb.  26  (Somerside) 

Tree  Sparrow  -  still  uncommon  near  Buffalo 

Song  Sparrow  -  singing  at  Orchard  Park  Feb.  12  (Brockner,  Johnson, 

Thorpe) 

Lapland  Longspur  -  2  Orchard  Park  Feb.  20  (Brockner,  Thorpe) 

14  So.  Wales  March  7  (James) 

Snow  Bunting  -  60  Orchard  Park  Feb.  20  (Brockner,  Reynolds,  Somerside, 

Thorpe); 150  Alabama  Feb.  25  (LeFevre)-  flock  *  *3/3 

Konmoro  (Eckler),  7  March  6  Niagara  River  (9  members) 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE 

On  March  7  the  Society  was  notified  that  wo  could  no  longer  have 
possession  of  the  cottage  at  Oak  Orchard  Swamp.  Mr.  Martin  Schmitt, 
the  owner,  desired  to  have  the  use  of  it  for  his  brother.  In  the 
future,  all  members  wishing  to  study  bird  life  on  his  property  should 
first  obtain  a  permit  from  Mr.  Schmitt  and  present  it  to  Jim  Madison, 
the  caretaker. 

Any  member  wishing  to  remove  any  of  the  furnishings  he  has 'contri¬ 
buted  will  kindly  notify  the  chairman  of  the  House  Committee,  Mr. 
George  Kratzer,  at  his  earliest  convenience. 

Alfred  D.  Wander,  President 
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THE  PRAIRIE  HORNED  LARK 


No  phase  of  ornithology  is  more  engaging  than  the  study  of  a  species 
whose  status  has  undergone  decided  change 0  Among  western  New  York 

birds  possibly  the  outstanding  example  of  this  phenomenon  is  the 
Prairie  Horned  Larko 

In  order  that  this  bird's  local  history  may  be  better  understood, 
it  seems  worth  while  to  record  more  completely  than  has  heretofore 
been  done,  such  records  from  the  past  as  have  a  bearing  on  the  subject® 
Eaton*  mentions  no  record  from  our  territory  earlier  than  the  nest 
found  by  Davison  (at  Lockport,  June  17,  1884**),  although  ho  mentions 
that  it  had  previously  been  found  at  Rochester  and  Canandaigua* 

Dr*  Prank  H*  Lattin  of  Gaines,  Orleans  County,  has  told  the  writer 
that  he  found  his  first  nest  (containing  four  nearly  fledged  young) 
at  Gaines  on  April  18,  1884;  that  on  May  29,  1884  ho  found  a  second 
nost  containing  four  eggs  in  his  strawberry  patch;  and  that  a  few 
weeks  later  this  socond  pair  built  another  nest  and  raised  five  young* 

It  is  significant  that  Dr*  Eugono  N.  S*  Ringuoborg  of  Lockport, 
whoso  note  book  lists  many  eggs  and  nests  which  ho  collected  between 
1874  and  1881,  makes  no  montion  of  the  Prairie  Horned  Lark;  it  is 
equally  noteworthy ' that  as  active  an  observer  as  Davison,  who  covered 
the  same  territory,  did  not  discover  the  bird  until  1884;  it  is  perhaps 
most  significant  of  all  that  Dr*  Lattin,  whose  business  was  egg-collect¬ 
ing,  and  who  had  many  men  and  boys  scouring  the  countryside  for  nests, 
should  fail  to  find  the  bird  breeding  in  Orleans  County  until  1884* 
Unfortunately  wc  have  very  few  bird  records  from  the  other  counties 
of  western  New  York  prior  to  1884,  and  all  lists  subsoquent  to  that 
date  merely  list  the  specios  as  "common"  or  "abundant”*  However, 
there  is  ono  early  writer  whoso  records  seem  to  have  boon  overlooked* 

I  refer  to  the  Rev.  J*  H.  Langillc,  of  Knowlcsvillo,  Orleans  County, 
whose  excellent  book,  previously  reviewed  in  thoso  columns,  throws  a 
good  deal  of  light  on  our  bird' 3  early  history*  Boaring  in  mind  that 
Langillc  published  his  book  in  the  very  year  that  Davison  and  Lattin 
found  their  first  nests,  wo  aro  surprised  to  road*** ; 

"----it  is  now  well  understood  that  it  breeds  abundantly  in  the  lake 
counties  of  Western  New  Yorko” 

"Rev0  Wm*  Elgin,  of  Rochester,  N*  Y. ,  a  competent  observer,  writes  to 
me  as  follows;  -  'On  the  28th  of  April,  1875,  I  discovered  in  the  Park, 
near  the  lake  at  Buffalo,  the  nest  of  a  pair  of  Horned  Larks,  contain¬ 
ing  four  young  birds  which  I'took  to  be  at  least  eight  days  old'*” 

"On  the  6th  of  April,  1880,  as  I  was  crossing  a  meadow  a  few  days 
after  a  snow-fall  of  some  three  or  four  inches,  a  female  Horned  Lark 
flew  out  from  under  the  snow  near  my  feet©  Thrusting  my  finger  care¬ 
fully  through  the  cold  covering,  I  touched  the  eggs,  still  warm;  and 
picking  out  carefully  the  snow  which  had  fallen  into  the  nest  as  the 
bird  left  it,  I  found  four  eggs  about  half  incubated*" 

It  seems  reasonable  to  conclude  that  tho  Prairio  Horned  Lark  invaded 
our  torritory  from  the  west  sometime  in  the  '70' s,  and  that  by  1884  it 
was  well  distributed,  and  soon  thereafter  became  abundant  in  the  lower 
altitudes  of  western  New  York*  Prom  personal  observations,  tho  writer 
suggests  that  since  1930  there  has  been  a  marked  decrease  in  its  numbers 
but  it  may  be  presumed  that  this  is  attributable  to  a  cycle  of  tempor¬ 
ary  scarcity  rather  than  to  a  group  exodus  of  tho  spocics. 

-  C.  S.  Boards loe* 

Eaton,  E*  H*,  Birds  of  Now  York,  Part  2,  p  203. 

**  Davison, ‘ J »  L.,  Auk  II;  217. 

***  Langillc,  Rev.  J*  H.,  Our  Birds  in  Thoir  Haunts,  pp,  10-15* 
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Wo  welcome  Mr*  David  D.  Dugan  and  Dr0  J0  PG  Mols  as  associate 
members •  * 

Record  for  February  total  55  spccios,  3  being  now  for  the  yoar0 
Fewer  reports  have. been  received  for  this  issuo  than  for  many  months 
past  • 

Observations  from  Rochester  reported  by  Mr*  W.  L.  G.  Edson  include 
what  may  bo  the  first  record  for  Monroe  County  of  the  Hoary  Rodpoll, 
at  least  two  of  which  wore  pro sent  during  February  and  early  March  in 
a  flock  of  Common  Rodpolls  in  Highland  Parke  Other  Fobruary  rocords 
were  Common  Loon,  Sharp -shinned  and 'Marsh  Hawks  ,  Mourning  Dove,  Robin., 
Cedar  Waswing,  Red -winged  Blackbird,  and  Pino . Grosbeak.  Ho  mentions 
the 'present  scarcity  of  Old  Squaws  in  winter  compared .with  a  few  years 
ago,  which  agrees  with  our  own  experience* 

On  February  17,  the  editor  spent  a  pleasant  afternoon  looking  over 
the  museum  exhibits  with  Mr0  Roger  T.  Peterson,  who  was  very  compli¬ 
mentary  in  his  remarks  concerning  the  new  water  bird  group,  the  flower 
group  and  the ' exhibit  of  Western  New  York  Birds  which  is  in  process  of 
assembly.  Mr.  Peterson* s  talk  that  night  on  "The  Pageant  of  Bird  Life” 
was  very  well  received  by  a  full  audience  of  members  of  the  Buffalo 
Audubon  Society,  Garden  Center  Institute,  our  own  group  and  other 
nature  lovers.  » 

On  a  recent  trip  to  Pennsylvania,  Tom  Bourne  saw  5  Northern  Ravens 
near  Du  Bois.  He  observed  them  very  closely,  and  noted  their  wedge- 
shaped  tail,  and  more  hawk-like  flight  than  that  of  our  well  known 
Crow ju.  A  Bluebird  at  Warrendale  on  February  24  is  also  noteworthy, 

A  state  trooper  at  Presque  Isle  informed  him  that  6  Swans  were  seen 
there  about  Feb.  20,  but  were  not  there  on  the  25th« 

At  Dayton,  Ohio  on  Feb.  16,  Clair  Somerside  saw  2  Killdeer,  1  Blue¬ 
bird  and  200  Robins  and  on  March  3  a  Great  Blue  Heron  at  Harmon,  N.Y. 

From  New  England  come  reports  of  many  migrants  and  summer  residents 
wintering  there,  including  such  species  as  Shoveller,  American  Bittern 
Killdeer,  Wilson1 s ' Snipe,  Red-backed  Sandpiper,  Sander ling.  Kingfisher, 
Flicker,  Sapsucker,  Tree  Swallow,  Catbird,  Hermit  Thrush, ' Bluebird, 
Pipit,  Pino  and  Palm ' Warblorq  'Redwings,  Baltimoro  Oriole,  Rusty 
Blackbirds,  Grackles,  Cowbirds,  Towhoos'and  several  Sparrows.  Rarities 
include  Barrow *s  Golden  Eye, 'King  Eider,  Gyrfalcon,  European  Black- 
headed  Gull,  Atlantic  Murro,  Dickcissel  (with  English  Sparrows  at 
feeding  station  near  Plymouth)  and  Hoary  Redpoll. 

On  Feb.  22  at  Puymatuning  Reservoir,  there  was  a  little  open  water 
with  a  few  Mallards,  Black  Ducks,  Scaup,  Amor.  Mergansers,  Golden  Eye 
and  1  Ring -necked  Duck.  From  there  Harold  Mitchell  drove  to  Presque 
Isle  and  noted  in  addition  many  Canvas  backs,  Baldpate,  Pintail, 

Old  Squaw,  Bald  Eagle,  several  Robins  and  Flicker. 

We  were  glad  to  hear  from  Mr.  John  Aldrich,  and  to  learn  that  he 
likes  the  new  form  of  ’’THE  PROTHONOTARY”  . 

Herb  Hallett  wrote  a  very  interesting  letter  from  Ft.  Landerdale, 
Florida,  describing  a  field  trip  with  Mr.  Brower  Hall ^ from  Chicago. 
Among  the  list  of  birds  observed  were  two  pairs  of  Painted  Bunting, 
which  Herb  says  in  his  estimation  exceed  the  Prothonotary  Warbler 
in  brilliancy  of  plumage. 

Mr.  Verdi  Burtch  reports  3  Whistling  Swans  at  Branchport  on  Ke.uka 
Lake  since  Dec.  17.  Roger  Peterson  also  mentioned  seeing  them  there 
In  February. 
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r®  J.:n.i®s  Savage  mailed  some  very  interesting  literature  doscri-bing 
the  Florida  Audubon  Society* a  38th  annual  meeting  held  at  Rollins 

^eP  Park,  Florida^  March  5S  It  was  interesting  to  know 
that  such  fine  activity  for  conservation  was  taking  place  in  Florida,, 

Are  they  Vermin  is  the  subject  of  a  Cornell  Rural  School  leaflet 
published  by 'the  N.  ' 

sity,  Ithaca,  N 
several  mammals 
of  this  leaflet 
treated,  and  we 


Yo  State  College  of  Agriculture  at  CorneliUniver- 
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is  an  education 
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NATIONAL  WILD  LIFE  RESTORATION  WEEK 


birds  discussed  but  also 
by  the  uninformed©  A  perusal  . 
on  the  economic  status  of  each  species 
readers  will  send  for  a  copy, 

(Editor  ) 


Due  to  the  tremendous  importance  of  wild  life  conservation  to  all  of 
our  members,  we  have  decided  to  publish  a  special  Conservation?  Issue 
of  the  Prothonotary  within  the  next  week.  This  will  be  under  tho 
sponsorship  of  Mr,  Clark  S.  Boardslee,  who  has  kindly  offered  to  edit 
this  special  issue# 

During  the  week  of  March '20  to  26,  officially  sot  aside  as  National 
Wild  Life ^ Restoration  Week,  thero  will  be  radio  talks  by  President 
Ding  Darling  and  other  noted  conservationists,  and  the  week  will  be 
climaxed  with  banquets  on  Saturday  March  26  in  many  cities  and  towns 
throughout  the  country.  See  page  for  notice  of  the  banquet  in 
Buffalo • 

Many  members  have  already  purchased  the  $1,00  sets  of  100  colored 
stamps,  painted  by  Ding  Darling,  showing  8  different  birds  and 
8  mammals  whose  status  is  of  interest  to  all  conservationists.  While 
the  stamps  have  been  going  fast,  there  is  still  a  small  supply  avail¬ 
able,  which  can  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  editor.  These  stamps 
can  be  kept  and  framed,  as  many  are  doing,  or  can  be  placed  on  letters 
(in  addition  to  regular  postage  stamps)  to  carry  the  conservation 
message  to 'your  friends.  All  proceeds  go  to  the  General  Wild  Life 
Federation,  and  proceeds  of  sales  made  hero  will  be  used  for  conser¬ 
vation  purposes  In  Nev/  York  State  exclusively. 

The  Buffalo  Public  Library  will  feature  an  exhibit  during  the  week 
representing  material  available  on  conservation  topics,  and  the  Open 
Shelf  Department  will  have  a  special  collection  of  books  for  home  use. 

PUYMATUNING  GROUP  OUTING 

The  weekend  of  May  28  and  29  has  been  decided  upon  as  the  most 
satisfactory  for  the  informal  gathering  cf  the  group  at  Buffalo, 

A  committee  consisting  of  members  of  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society, 

Garden  Center  Institute  and  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  is 
being  formed  to  lay  definite  plans  for  this  outing,  prepare  a  program 
and  arrange  details,  all  of  which  will  be  incorporated  in  a  notice 
which  be  mailed  to  all  members  of  the  group  as  soon  as  practicable, 

’We  thank  "THE  REDSTART"  for  featuring  our  invitation  in  the  December, 
1937  Issue,  and  hope  that  some  of  the  West  Virginia  ornithologists 
will  be  with  us, 

SPRING  BIRD  COURSE" 


Beginning  Monday  evening,  March  28  at  7:45  P.M.,  and  continuing  for 
10  weeks  thereafter,  a  course  on  "Land  Birds  of  Western  New  York"  will 
be  given  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  by  Clark  S,  Beardslee  and 
Harold  D.  Mitchell,  Further  information  can  be  obtained  from  tho 
museum. 
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FEBRUARY  25 


Mr#  James  Botsford  of  Nichols  School,,  who  recently  spent  two  summers 
on  Kent  * s  Island,  Bay  of  Fundy,  gave  a  very  interesting  lecture, 
illustrated  with  motion  pictures,  about  the  island,  the  birds,  and  the 
gull  banding  activities  which  are  carried  out  under  the  direction  of 
Dr#  A#  E.  Gross  of  Bowdoin  College#  Mr,  Botsford .  mentioned  that  high 
tides  and  crows  were  the  greatest  agents  of  destruction  affecting  the 
nests  of  the  sea  birds.  A#  E#  Ulrich 


MEETING  OF  MARCH  9 

In  a  well  illustrated  talk  Mr,  C.  E#  Mohr  showed  the  manner  of 
adaptation  of  cave  animals  to  their  life  of  darkness  and  told  of 
creatures  from  the  outer  world  who  at  times  enter  caves  for  temporary 
abodes#  He  spoke 'of  counting  and  banding  bats,  by  attaching  fingerling 
bands  to  the  ears,  which  was  more  successful  than  placing  bands  upon 
the  leg#  Of  particular  interest  was  the  blind  cave  salamander,  a  queer 
and  rare  creature  which  has  eyes  in  its  larval  stage,  but  loses  them 
as  it  develops,  and  apparently  finds  its  way  about  by  its  acute  sense 

of  smell#  _ 

FUTURE  EVENTS 


MEETINGS:  -  at  8:00  P#M#  in  the  Roosevelt  Field  Club  Room  at  the 

Buffalo  Museum  of  Science, 

"Bird  Pictures5'  Harlan  Eckler 
"Hudson,  the  Ornithologist" DnHonry  A#  Lappin 
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March 
April 
TRIPS: 

March  20  - 


Clarence  Sinks  -  Tom  Kelly,  leader,  Tel#  RI-2160# 
Meet  Main  St#  &  City  Lino  8:00  A.MoBring  lunch. 

April  3  -  Spring  Duck  Census,  Clark  S#  Beardslce,  Loader 
Tel,  RI-4818  for  assignment  of  territory, 

BANQUET:  March  26  -  8:00  P#M#  at  Hotel  Lafayette,  The  "high  light" 

of  National  Wild  Life  Week#  Speaker  not  yet 
announced  but  understood  to  be  an  "A  number  one  Friend  of  Conservation" 
Tickets  $1,50  including  Wild  Life  button#  Motion  pictures  and  various 
displays  will  bo  shown#  Ladies  and  gentlemen  invitedo  Please  notify 
the  editor,  who  is  on  the  banquet  committee,  if  you  wish  to  make 
reservations . 


.EDITOR’S  NOTE 


Subscription:  50/  per  year,  payable  to  treasurer. 

Please  send  in  your  notes  for  the  next  issue  by  April  4,  1938, 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo,  New  York 


SPECIAL'  ISSUE 

•  •  ¥p^iq¥al'wi  ldli  f^I^s^r  atiq  n1\/eek 

Guest  editors:  C . S .Beardslee,  R.M.Verrill,  A.  D.  Wander. 

We  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  are  primarily  interested  in 
the  study  of  birds.  Being  so  vitally  concerned  with  our  hobby,  we 
have  at  various  times  deplored  the  apathy  of  our  fellow  citizens 
toward  matters  relating  to  the  welfare  of  North  American  birds.  But 
in  our  anxiety  to  further  those  things  in  which  we  ourselves  are 
interested,  let  us  not  be  just  as  narrow-minded  as  our  neighbors  whom 
we  criticize,  by  being  blind  to  other  phases  of  conservation.  For 
birds  represent  only  one  group  of  those  natural  resources  with  which 
the  U.  S.  has  been  so  richly  blessed,  and  so  great  has  been  the  waste 
in  the  past  that  far  more  than  bird  conservation  is  an  immediate 
necessity.  We  are  in  some  measure  aware  of  the  need  for  action,  and 
perhaps  we  have  a  vague  knowledge  of  what  has  been  done  in  the  past 
and  what  the  program  is  in  the  present.  Let  it  be  well  understood 
that  THERE  IS  A  PROGRAM,  that  EFFORTS  ARE  BEING  COORDINATED,  and  that 
at  long  last  WtSHES  ARE  BEING  TRANSLATED  INTO  ACTION. 

In  the  past  we  have  referred  to  such  matters  as  CONSERVATION. 
Actually,  however,  this  word  conveys  only  part  of  the  story.  The  need 
is  not  only  to  CONSERVE  WHAT  WE  HAVE,  but  in  addition  to  RESTORE  WHAT 
WE  USED  To"  HAVE  insofar  as  it  is  still  possible  to  do  so.  Because 
this  in  brief  is  the  present  program,  and  because  those  behind  it  are 
determined  that  all  citizens  shall  be  made  conscious  of  it,  it  has 
been  decided  that  the  week  of  March  20th  shall  be  set  aside  as  the 
first  annual  NATIONAL  WILD  LIFE  RESTORATION  WEEK. 
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1 .  PAST  HISTORY.  So  bounteous  was  America's  heritage  of  natural 

resources  (including  fertile  prairies,  minerals, 
oil,  coal,  forests,  and  wild  life)  that  for  many  years  no  thought  wa3 
given  to  conserving  what  seemed  an  inexhaustible  supply.  Irreparable 
damage  had  already  been  done  by  the  time  the  first  steps  were  taken. 
Space  permits  only  the  briefest  mention  of  a  few  of  the  measures  taken 
in  the  past.  The  American  Ornithologists'  Union  was  instrumental  in 
the  formation  of  the  U.  S.  Biological  Survey  which  for  fifty  years  has 
done  everything  which  it  is  possible  for  a  government  agency  harrass- 
ed  by  outside  political  pressure  to  do.  The  work  of  the  National 
Audubon  Society  in  protecting  vanishing  species  is  well  known.  Of 
late  years  the  Emergency  Conservation  Committee,  with  Mrs.  Rosalie 
Edge  as  chairman,  has  successfully  sponsored  several  worth-while 
projects.  Until  recently  most  of  the  legislation  passed  by  congress 
had  to  do  with  forest  reserves.  Game  laws  came  into  being,  and  under 
President  Taft  the  Migratory  Bird  Treaty  with  Canada.  In  the 
'Thirties  we  find  at  last  really  effective  steps  being  taken  in  the 
interests  of  conservation,  steps  necessary  and  helpful  as  far  as  they 
go.  The  Soil  Conservation  Act  really  goes  to  the  root  of  one  major 
problem,  and  the  establishment  of  national  refuges  marks  real  progress 
in  another  direction.  The  Chief  of  the  Forest  Service  has  been  em¬ 
powered  to  designate  certain  "Primitive  Areas".  In  the  last  seven 
years  67  such  areas  have  been  set  aside,  the  largest  1,088,000  acres, 
the  smallest  5,000  acres,  all  together  11,382,791  acres.  One  of  the 
largest  embraces  some  of  the  wonderful  lake  country  8long  the  inter¬ 
national  boundary  in  northern  Minnesota.  So  here  and  there  good .work 
was  done  and  a  foundation  made  for  the  conservation  structure  which 
certain  powerful  agencies,  recently  formed,  intend  to  build. 

2.  RECENT  PROGRESS.  The  present  PUSH  behind  conservation  may  be 
-  fairly  said  to  date  from  "Ding"  Darling' s . term 

of  office  as  Chief  of  the  Biological  Survey.  By  his  determination 
while  Chief  and  his  dramatic  resignation,  he  fairly  blasted  conserva¬ 
tion  into  public  consciousness;  and  with  his  dynamic  personality  and 
exceptional  talents  he  has  not  allowed  the  subject  to  sink  back  to 
its  accustomed  political  oblivion.  It  was  his  belief  that  there  must 
be  some  plan  through  which  the  11,000,000  sportsmen  and  the  36,000 
clubs  societies,  associations,  groups,  and  organizations  could  ex¬ 
press  themselves  as  a  single  body  for  the  purpose  of  securing  adequate 
public  recognition  of  the  needs  and  values  of  our  wildlife  resources  • 
Today  there  are  agencies  organized  to  bring  such  a  plan  into  vital 
being.  It  is  important  to  know  them  and  what  they  have  already 
accomplished . 

3 .  AGENC IES  ( a )  The  Ameri can  Wildlife  Institute  was  organized 

August  14,  1935  by  a  group  of  the  country' s  leading 
business  men.  Because  of  Its  members'  personal  influence  and  because 
generous  contributions  have  been  made  into  its  treasury,  it  has  al¬ 
ready  established  itself  as  an  extremely  potent  organization.  Is 
Technical  Committee  is  making  an  exhaustive  study  of  the  country  s 
needs  so  as  to  ensure  soundness  of  program  and  continuity  of  remedial 
measures.  Already  the  Institute  has  initiated  a  program  of  research 
and  management  by  underwriting  grants  to  nine  colleges.  It  induced 
President  Roosevelt  to  call  the  first  (annual)  North  American  Wildlife 
Conference  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  in  February,  1936. 
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It  contributed  toward  the  expense  of  that  conference  and  furnished  the 
personnel  which  managed  it.  Working  for  and  with  all  interested 
groups,  the  Institute  is  determined  that  conservation  and  restoration 
shall  be  made  the  law  of  the  land  without  further  delay. 

(b)  At  the  first  Wildlife  Conference,  mentioned  above,  the  General 

W  i  Id  life  Federation  was  formed.  Its  purposes  are;  11  (1)  to  organize 
all  agencies.  .  ,  .into  a  permanent,  unified  agency  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  adequate  public  recognition  of  the  needs  and  values  of  wild¬ 
life  resources.  (2)  To  develop  a  comprehensive  program.  .  .  .(3)  To 
present  to  the  public  such  pertinent  facts.  .  .  .as  may  contribute  to 
the  solution  of  the  problemsinvolved .  .  .  .  (4)  To  cooperate  with 

other  general  wildlife  federations  in  other  countries  on  this 
continent".  The  Federation  already  has  some  form  of  organization  in 
every  state  In  the  union  except  one.  It  has  exerted  enough  pressure 
Upon  Congress  to  bring  passage  of  its  first  legislative  project,  the 
Pittman-Robertson  Bill,  providing  for  federal  aid  to  State  wildlife 
restoration  projects.  What  does  the  American  Wildlife  Institute 
think  of  the  Federation?  To  quote  its  own  words,  "In  particular 

the  Institute  aims  to  help  the  General  Wildlife  Federation,  now  in 
process  of  organization  throughout  the  country  -  which  embodies  today 
the  hopes  and  determination  of  conservationists  -  TO  EXERT  POLITICAL 
INFLUENCE  AS  NEVER  BEFORE  for  the  attainment  of  their  objectives." 

(c)  A  third  group.  Ducks  Unlimited,  Inc.,  has  this  week  completed 
organization.  With  more  than  $250,000  already  subscribed,  it  is  plan¬ 
ned  to  raise  a  total  of  $3,000,000  from  sportsmen  to  carry  out  a  five- 
year  program  which  provides  for  an  expenditure  of  $600,000  annually  in 
Alberta,  Saskatchewan,  and  Manitoba,  in  an  effort  to  restore  and  im¬ 
prove  the  breeding  grounds  of  many  of  our  North  American  waterfowl. 

(d)  A  fourth  agency  has  taken  up  the  banner  of  conservation.  This 
is  the  National  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce,  a  live-wire  organization 
which  has  become  so  aware  of  the  need  of  conserving  and  restoring  all 
our  natural  resources  that  not  only  is  National  Wildlife  Week  its 

No.  1  project  at  the  moment,  but  both  locally  and  nationally  "the 
Chamber  will  follow  through  until  a  permanent  conservation  setup  has 
been  achieved."  Its  national  president,  Roswell  P.  Rosengren,  is  a 
Buffalonian.  With  Henry  Lenz  as  conservation  chairman  of  the  local 
Chamber,  Mr.  Rosengren  is  assured  of  results  such  as  were  never 
achieved  in  western  New  York.  We  who  have  been  privileged  to  know 
these  men  realize  that  there  exists  no  obstacle  which  will  not  be 
overcome . 

4.  A  COMPLETE  PROGRAM.  It  is  well  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  con¬ 
servationists,  finally  organized  into  a  ' . 
strong  pressure  group,  are  determined  that  the  federal  and  state 
governments  shall  for  all  time  to  come  eliminate  the  possibility  of 
further  waste  of  our  natural  resources.  Soil  erosion,  floods,  and 
forest  fires  must  be  reduced  to  a  minimum.  Game  birds,  fur-bearing 
and  game  animals,  fish,  forests,  prairies,  swamp  land,  oil  reserves, 
beauty  spots,  -  all  these  have  a  place  in  a  complete  program  such  as 
we  now  demand.  Ill-advised  projects,  such  as  much  of  the  recent 
mosquito  control  work,  should  be  eliminated.  Here  in  western  New  York 
we  have  seen  examples  of  such  short-sighted  operations.  A  few  years 
ago  Bear  Swamp  was  one  of  the  very  few  natural  swamp  areas  near 
Buffalo.  It  teemed  with  interesting  and  economically  valuable  forms 
of  wild  life.  It  served  well  the  purpose  too  of  holding  back  water 
and  allowing  it  to  seep  gradually  to  the  surrounding  farm  land  during 
dry  summer  months . 
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Through  a  misguided  and  short-sighted  policy,  Bear  Swamp  was  ditched 
and  drained,  which  has  resulted  not  only  in  the  disappearance  of  many 
rare  species  of  wild  life,  but  also  in  seriously  lowering  the  water 
table  of  the  surrounding  area.  Grand  Island  today,  after  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  state  and  federal  workers,  stands  denuded  of  great  areas  of 
trees  and  undergrowth  which  once  harbored  so  many  species  of  birds 
that  it  was  the  favorite  spot  of  western  New  York  bird  lovers.  But 
go  into  this?  Grand  Island  today  is  a  heart  ache.  Elsewhere  we  see 
one  federal  department  draining  swamps  for  '‘land  reclamation”,  another 
alarmed  because  too  much  land  is  already  under  cultivation,  and . still 
another  endeavoring  to  recreate  swamp  areas  for  waterfowl  breeding 
grounds.  A  stop  to  such  folly  can  be  made  only  by  a  coordinated 
PROGRAM  such  as  we  now  demand. 


why 


5.  WILDLIFE  STAMPS . 


Have  you  bought  your  stamps  yet?  Reproduced  from 
original  paintings  by  "Ding”  Darling,  . these 
beautiful  stamps,  one  hundred  to  the  sheet,  present  a  splendid  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  aid  a  "worthy  cause.  The  price  is  one  dollar  per  sheet. 
Thirty- fiveper cent  of  the  proceeds  is  retained  for  local  conservation 
work,  the  balance  going  to  the  General  Wildlife  Federation.  In  one 
week  our  society  has  sold  over  a  hundred  sheets,  and  very  soon  the 
supply  will  be  exhausted.  A  Wildlife  Week  button  is  also  available, 

for  twenty-five  cents. 

6.  BANQUET.  All  over  the  country  National  Wildlife  Restoration  Week 

will  be  climaxed  with  banquets.  The  Buffalo  Banquet  will 
be  held  on  Saturday,  March  26,  at  8:00  P.M.  at  the  Hotel  Lafayette.  e 
speaker  has  not  as  yet  been  announced,  but  'Ding  Darling  promises  tha 
he  will  send  "A  Number  One  friend  of  conservation.  The  tickets  are 
$>1.50.  including  a  Wildlife  Button.  Colored  motion  pictures  will  be 
shown  at  7:50  (N.B.,  before  the  dinner)  and  displays  and  exhibits  will 
be  added  attractions.  Ladies  and  gentlemen  are  invited.  This  is  an 
affair  which  merits  our  whole-hearted  support.  A  large  ta  o  as 
reserved  for  the  use  of  members  of  the  Audubon  Society  -and  ourselves. 

If  you  desire  to  attend,  please  notify  Mr.  Mitchell,  who  is  on  the 
banquet  committee,  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

7.  LIBRARY  EXHIBIT.  The  Buffalo  Public  Library J>lans  a  conservation 

- _  -  -  exhibit  for  the  duration  of  National  Wildlife 

Restoration  Week.  A  display  representative  of  in 

the  Library,  and  a  special  collection  of  books  in  the  Open  Shelf  D  • 

partment,  will  be  features. 

8.  MEMBERS !  This  coming  week  is  OUR  WEEK.  Let  your  friends  know  it. 

"Talk  it  up”  wherever  you  go.  The  expense  of  print I  g 
end  mailing  this  speciefissue  of  the  "PROTHONOTARY  is  being  met  from 
the  funds  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Additional  copie 

at  five  cents  each.  - — ~ - — - 

THE  PROTHO NOTARY 

Subscription:  50^  per  year,  payable  to  treasurer. 

Editor:  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  3VB  Crescent  Ave.,  Y0„  ^ 

Business  Manager:  Mrs.  George  Kratzer,  140  Wardman  Rd . ,  Kenmoi  -,  ... 
Treasurer:  Miss  Bertha  Schwenger. _ 526  Delaware  Ave  • ,  Buffalo,  il .  Y . 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 

Honorary  President  -'Zmb  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  ^ 

President  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  176  bamac  Ave., 

Mrs.  E.C.  Ulrich,  195  LaSalle  Ave., 

Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield,  44  Wingate  Ave., 

Clark  S.  Beardslee  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell. 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo,  New  York 

THE  MONTH 


"March  came  in  like  a  lion,  and  went  out  like  a  lamb."  The  first 
third  of  the  month  was  cold  and  windy,  the  temperature  declining  to 
1  degree  below  zero  on  the  3rd.  Thereafter  the  month  was  much  warmer 
than  usual,  the  average  temperature  for  the  entire  month  being  6.7 
degrees  above  normal,  and  reaching  71  degrees  on  the  22nd,  which  was 
a  record  warm  day  for  Buffalo.  Precipitation  and  snowfall  were 
slightly  below  normal.  The  warm  weather  brought  a  wave  of  migrants 
in  mid-March,  and  many  records  were  broken  on  early  arrival  dates. 
Wood  duck  March  20,  Tree  Swallows  March  12  are  typical  examples. 

A  very  large  flock  of  Redpolls  at  South  Wales  on  March  18  and  a 
migrating  flock  of  300  Black-crowned  Night  Herons  on  Grand  Island 
and  in  Tonawanda  on  March  30  were  unusual  occurrences. 


NOTEVvORTHY  RECORDS 

Holboell’s  Grebe  (F)  1  bird  doubtless  this  species,  in  Gorge  below 

Canadian  Falls,  March  13.  Heavy  mist  obscured  bird 
which  later  disappeared  under  projecting  rock  close  to 
falls.  (Mitchell  and  party):  1  Grand  Is.  April  9 

(W inship) 

Horned  Grebe  (F)  2  Grand  Island  March  21  (Eames,  Verrill) 

Pied -billed  Grebe  (F)  1  Delaware  Park  Lake  March  19  (Warren  Wightman) 

2  Grand  Island  March  25  and  29 

Great  Blue  Heron  (F)  2  Niagara  River  March  13  (Mitchell  and  party) 

7  Grand  Island  March  19  (Brown,  Brockner)  and 
2  Oak  Orchard  (Eckler) 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron  (F)  300  Tonawanda  and  Grand  Island  March  30 

(T  &  M  Kelly,  Verrill),  400  at  heronry  Grand  Is. 

April  9  (Tilley) 

American  Bittern  (F)  2  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  March  29  (Arnett)  and  1  there 

March  31  (Pintler),  1  Springville  Apr.  2  (Wm.D. Dugan) 
Whistling  Swan  (F)  March  13  -  39  at  South  End  Grand  Is.  (Verrill) 

2  near  Niagara  Falls  (Mitchell  and  party)  and 
1  Buckhorn  Is.  (Kelly).  150  on  Niagara  River  March  22, 
some  remaining  up  to  April  7  seen  by  many  observers  - 
31  on  Lake  Leroy  March  22  (Hazelton)  4  in  flight  over  Springville 
MaP  .27  (Kratzer,  Somerside),  13  at  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  March  27 
several  went  over  Niagara  Falls  (Savage)  5  captured  and  may  be  seen 
at  Mr.  H.  H.  Larkin’s  estate  near  Brock’s  Monument , 
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Canscia  Goose 


March  15  -  34  at  Clarence  (Eames)  70  at  0.0. Swamp 
(Eckler )  300  or  more  later:  At  Leroy  15  March  18, 

60  March  24,  125  March  29  (Hazelton) ;  March  22 
4  Flocks  So.  Wales  (Esther  Pratt,  James) 

March  30  -  251  on  Lake  Ontario  No.  of  Alb ion (Mr .Beadle) 
Mallard  and  Black  Ducks  appeared  at  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  and  the  Clarence 

sinks  by  March  13 

Gadwall  1  March  29  -  Grand  Island  (Mitchell) 

European  Widgeon  (F)  1  Grand  Island  March  23  (T  &  M  Kelly,  Mrs. Beadle) 

and  up  to  March  29  at  Burnt-ship  Creek 
Baldpate  (F)  March  13  -  20  0.0.  Swamp  (Eckler),  2  Grand  Island 

(Kelly,  Verrill),  35  Niagara  River  (Mitchell); 

Many  seen  the  following  weekend. 

Pintail  25  Grand  Island  March  11  (Bourne),  March  13  -  75  at 

Oak  Orchard  (Pixley)  and  many  on  Grand  Island  and 
Niagara  River  by  various  observers 

Green-winged  Teal  (F)  4  Grand  Is.  March  24  (Mrs.  Kelly,  Mrs.  Mansfield) 

30  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  March  27  (Eckler,  Savage, Mitchell) 
Blue-winged  Teal  (F)  4  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  March  20  (Eckler),  Several  at 

O.O.  and  at  Grand  Island  a  week  later. 

3  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  March  27  (Eckler,  Savage, Mitchell) 
March  30  Grand  Island  (Kelly,  Verrill)  and  April  2 
(Moore,  Beadle),  1  Hamburg  April  1  ( Brockner, Somerside ) 

4  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  March  20  (Eckler) 

March  13  -  Flock  of  40  Niagara  Falls  (Mitchell  and 
Party),  2  Grand  Is. (Wattles,  1  Bridgeburg, Ont . (Eames) 

Ring-necked  Duck  (F)  1  Buffalo  Harbor  March  16  (Bourne),  7  March  23 

(Beardslee),  many  on  Clarence  Sinks  March  27 
Lesser  Scaup  Grand  Is.  March  22  (Mrs.  Kelly,  Mrs.  Hickman) 

Ruddy  Duck  (F)  3  Buffalo  Harbor,  March  21  (Bourne,  Eames) 

Hooded  Merganser  2  Grand  Is,  March  9  (Brockner,  Harris),  many  seen 

during  week  beginning  March  21  by  many  members 
Red-breasted  Merganser  March  13  Numbers  began  to  show  decided  increase 
Turkey  Vulture  (F)  March  27-4  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (Eckler,  Mitchell) 

March  31  2  .near  Morton's  Cor.  (Miss  Cunningham) 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  March  19,  Grand  Is,  (Brown  Brockner),  So.  Wales 

(Esther  Pratt,  James),  March  25  Holland  (verrill) 
several  later  reports 

Cooper’s  Hawk  March  27  Springville  (Kratzer,  Somerside) 
Red-shouldered  Hawk  (F)  March  13  Batavial  (Mrs.  Pixley),  0,0. Swamp 

(Eckler)  and  E.  Aurora  (Wild) 

Broad-winged  Hawk  1  0.0.  Swamp  March  27  (Brockner,  Brown) 

Marsh  Hawk  2  Hamburg,  March  11  (Bourne),  March  12  0.0 .Swamp 

(Eckler,  Verrill) 

European  Partridge  -  So.  Wales  March  10  &  13  (John  Pratt,  Jsmes) 
Bob-white  (F)  March  15  City  Hospital  Grounds,  Buffalo  (Brockner) 

Coot  (F)  April  1  New  Lake,  E.  Pembroke  (Mrs,  Pixley) 

Killdeer  -  March  12  -  0.0,  (Verrill)  and  E.  Aurora  (Wild)  -  over  30 

reported  March  13  all  over  territory 
Woodcock  (F)  Hamburg  March  21  (Wm.  Dr  Dugan) 

Wilson’s  Snipe  (F)  March  20  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (H  &  R  Eckler)  and 

Hamburg  (Wm.  D.  Dugan) 

Glaucous  Gull  1  Grand  Island  March  25  (Beardslee) 

Iceland  Gull  1  March  25  Niagara  River  below  Bridgeburg,  Ont. 

(LeFevre,  Wilder,  Mitchell) 

Herring  Gull  March  12  &  13  began  to  return  in  numbers,  with  a  few 

ring  bills . 

Bonaparte’s  Gull  March  23-6  Grand  Is.  (Kelly),  seen  in  numbers  since 

2 


Shoveller  (F) 

Wood  Duck  (F) 
Redhead 


Mourning  Dove  2  So.  Wales  March  13  (James),  more  common  by  Mar 
Great  Horned  Owl  -  Nest  with  Y,  Grand  Is,  March  26  (Herndon) 

Snowy  Owl  (L)  March  23  Grand  Is.  ( Mr .  &Mrs .Beadle,  Eames,  Moore) 
Belted  Kingfisher  March  30  Grand  Is.  (Kratzer) 

N.  Flicker  -  several  March  12  &  13,  fairly 
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Owl  (L) 

- -  . ^  w  , 

and  Apr.  2(Beadle, Moore) 
common  by  March  20,  unusual¬ 
ly  early 

N.  Pileated  Woodpecker ; March  13  Springville  (Kratzer,  Somerside) 

March  19-2  Hamburg  (Rogers)  March  20  So.  Wales 

(Pratt,  James) 

Red-bellied  Woodpeckeb  March  29  Last  seen  at  feeding  station,  Leroy 

( Hazelton) 

Red-headed  Woodpecker  (F)  Silver  Creek  March  29  (Beardslee) 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  (F)  Goat  Is.,  Niagara  Falls,  March  25 

(Beardslee),  April  7  Beaver  Is.  (Brockner) 

Phoebe  (F)  Hamburg  March  20  (Bourne,  Eames),  several  on  March  22 

Prairie  Horned  Lark  -nest  3  E,  Buff alo. ft. Y.  Apr! 

Tree  Swallow  (F)  March  12-2.  March  lS  -  4 


Crow 

Red-breasted 


Brown  Creeper 
Winter  Wren 


1  6  (Warren  Wightman) 

,  ^  -  -x9  Oak  Orchard  Swamp (Eckler) 

many  by  March  22  (James  Madison) 

Building  nests  March  25  and  29  (Beardslee) 

Nuthatch  1  March  12,  0.0. Swamp  (Eckler),  1  Indian  Falls 
March  27  (Mitchell),  2  Emery  Pk,  March  27  (Kelly), 

1  Humboldt  Pk.  April  7  (James) 

Several  March  13  and  more  common  by  March  20 
March  20  Hamburg  (Bourne,  Eames),  March  21-1  got  in 
Mr.  H,  H.  Larkin’s  home  at  Derby  and  had  to  be  caught 
and  put  out  (Frank  Faloff) 

March  11-3  Leroy  (Hazelton)  and  E.  Aurora  (Wild), 
several  reports  March  12  and  throughout  territory  by 
March  13.  Very  early. 

March  20  Oak  Orchard  (Eckler)  March  25  Forest  Lawn 

(Brockner) 

March  10  So.  Wales  (John  Pratt,  James),  March  12 
N,  Boston  (Bourne ), E . Aurora  (Wild),  Oak  Orchard  (Verrih 
many  by  March  13 

Kinglet  March  18  Forest  Lawn  (Brockner),  March  20  Hamburg 
(Bourne,  Eames)  many  by  March  22  and  23 
Waxwing  March  13-7  Hamburg  (Bourne),  March  19-30  Oak  Orchard 
(Eckler)  and  E.  Aurora  (Wild),  March  29  -  120 . Westf ield 

(Beardslee ) 

Northern  Shrike  (L)  Oak  Orchard  March  12  (Verrill),  March  13  (Eames, 

Eckler) 

23-5  Brocton  (Mitchell),  March  25-1  Ripley 
March  29-1  Dunkirk  (Beardslee) 

-  2  Crescent  Beach,  Ont .  (Wattles) 

-  35  Oak  Orchard  (Verrill)  and  4  (Eckler) 

March  13 


Robin 


Hermit  Thrush 


Bluebird  (F) 


Golden-cr . 


Cedar 


Migrant  Shrike 

Meadowlark 
Redwing  (F) 


Rusty  Blackbird 
Bronzed  Grackle 


Cowbird 


Purple  Finch 


(F)  March 
Bourne ) , 
March  13 
March  12 
many  seen 


Redpoll 


(F)  March  27-8  Hamburg  (Bourne) 

(F)  March  12  -  E.  Aurora  (Wild),  March  13  Buffalo 
(Brockner),  Snyder  (Eames),  Bridgeburg,  Ont.  (Mitchell 
and  party).  Many  by  March  20. 

4  Lincoln  Park  March  20  (Brockner),  March  21  -  50  Grand 
Island  (Verrill) 

March  8  Leroy  (Hazelton),  March  13  E.  Aurora  (Wild); 
March  19,  20  Hamburg  (Bourne,  Eames)  Many  at  Spring, 
ville,  April  1  (Somerside) 

March  12-2  Hamburg  (Bourne)  March  18  over  500  in 
migration  at  So,  Wales  (Mrs.  Kelly,  Mrs,  Mansfield, 
Esther  Pratt,  Miss  James),  March  27  (L)  2  Emery  Park 

(Kelly) 
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Pine  Siskin  March  12  -  25  Hamburg  (Bourne),  March  15  -  100  So. Wales 

(James),  March  21  -  25  Springville  ( Reynolds, Somer side') 
Goldfinch  Leroy  -  50  March  6  and  10  March  8  (Hazelton), 

March  12  Hamburg  (Bourne)  and  Oak  Orchard  (Eckler) 

March  15  -  25  So.  Wales  (James),  March  27  -  25  Emery 
Park  (Kelly) 

Red -Crossbill  (P)  5  Holland,  N.Y.  March  25  (Keith  Minthorn,  Verrill) 

Red -eyed  Towhee  March  15  So.  Wales  (James),  March  22  Grand  Island 

(Kelly,  Hickman),  March  26  Grand  Is.  (Herndon,  Tilley), 
March  27  Springville  (Somerside),  March  28  Buffalo 
(Eames),  March  29  Barcelona  (Beardslee) 

Savannah  Sparrow  (P)  March  50  Buffalo  (Beardslee) 

Vesper  Sparrow  (P)  March  27  Springville  ( Somerside) , March  50  So.  Wales 

(Esther  Pratt,  James),  4  Grand  Island  (Beardslee) 

Field  Sparrow  (P)  March  25  Holland  (Minthorn,  Verrill) 

Pox  Sparrow  (F)  March  22-1  Buffalo  and  1  Hamburg  (Brockner), 

March  24  Grand  Island  (Kelly,  Mansfield) 

March  27-6  Springville  (Kratzer,  Somerside) 

March  29  -  10  Barcelona  (Beardslee) 

Swamp  Sparrow,  March  50  -  Grand  Island  (Beardslee,  Kelly,  Verrill) 

Song  Sparrow,  March  10  -  E.  Aurora  (Wild)  March  11  Batavia  (pixley), 

March  15  fairly  common 

Lapland  Longspur  March  27  -  100  Amherst,  100  Corfu  (Brockner,  Brown) 

Snow  Bunting  March  15  -  75  Wolcottsburg  (Eames) 

(L)  April  4-4  (Miss  Elizabeth  Cunningham,  Miss  Potter) 

March  20  -  Field  Trip  to  Grand  Island  and  the  '’Sink"  -  Tom  Kelly,  leader 

9  members  present  -  50  species  observed,  includ¬ 
ing  Pintail,  4  Ring-necked  Duck,  4  Killdeer,  6  Mourning  Dove,  5  Long¬ 
eared  and  5  Short-eared  Owls,  Red-headed  Woodpecker,  100  Robin, 

12  Bluebirds,  12  Meadowlark,  50  Redwings,  50  Bronzed  Grackles. 

April  5  -  Spring  Duck  Census  -  Cold,  strong  S.  W .  to  W .  Wind 

snow  flurries- 

Territory  covered  and  observers: 

(A)  Braddock’s  Bay  and  Lake  Ontario  Shore  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  C.  Ulrich, 

R,  M.  Verrill 

(B)  Rushford  Lake,  Java  Lake,  etc.  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  A.  Creighton 

(C)  Chautauqua  County  -  Miss  Mary  Brown,  Winston  Brockner 

(D)  Canadian  Shore,  Lake  Erie  -  H.  D.  Mitchell,  E.  C*  Avery, 

Mildred  Baker,  E.  A.  Eames,  Kate  Ennis,  Lucille 
Jack,  E. A.Mabbette,  Cornie  Moore,  Eric  S.  Prior 
Minnie  Truhn 

(E)  Niagara  River  Loop  -  James  Lavage 

(F)  Clarence  Sinks  and  Tonawanda  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tom  Kelly,  Mrs. 

Mansfield,  Jack  Mansfield,  Roger  Cobb 

(G)  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  -  Mr,  &  Mrs.  H.  E.  Eckler 

(H)  Grand  Island  (C.  S.  Beardslee,  Dorothea  Duttweiler,  Dr.  Leo 

Herndon,  Sarah  Knight,  Miss  Lamy  Mrs.  Richard  D. 
Madison,  Charles  A.  Mohr,  Elizabeth  Prochnow, 

Bertha  Schwenger,  Alfred  and  Howard  Wander, 

Marie  Wendling,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Geo.  Kratzer,  Mrs.  D.  M. 
Reynolds,  C,  A.  Somerside,  William  Vaughan 
fJ)  Batavia  and  vicinity  -  Mrs.  Ora  Pixley 

(K)  South  Wales  -  Mabel  H.  James,  Esther  Pratt,  Edith  Robson, 

Mrs.  Bredemeier 

Mr.  Harry  Larkin  also  reported  1  Turkey  Buzzard 
near  Medina,  New  York 
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List  follows,  the  letters  refer  to  groups  on  page  4:  *  the  first 
record  for  1958: 

Common  Loon*  11  (A,B,C,J),  Horned  Grebe  11  (A,B,C),  Pied-billed 
Grebe  41,  Double-cr.  Cormorant*  1  (C),  Great  Blue  Heron  165,  American 
Bittern  2  (A),  Mute  Swan*  9  (C).  Whistling  Swan  122  ( A, B, D, K, H) , 

Canada  Goose  1690  (697  A,  900  G) ,  Mallard  39,  Red-legged  and  Common 
Black  Duck  514,  Gadwall  2  (H),  Baldpate  315,  Pintail  464,  Green-winged 
Teal  |0  (A, P, G)  Blue-winged  Teal  48,  Shoveller  9  ( G, H)  Wood  Duck  26, 

( C, G) ,  Redhead  51  ( D, E, H) ,  Ring-necked  Duck  2815,  Canvas-back  469, 
Greater  Scaup  2377,  Lesser  Scaup  78  r  (B,D,E,J)  Amer.  Golden-eye  2208, 
Buf f le-head  87,  Old  Squaw  105  (D,E,H)  Ruddy  Duck  11  (B)  Hooded  Mergan- 
er  77,  Amer.  Merganser  779,  Red -breasted  Merganser  2523  Turkey  Vulture 
8  (E,  P,  G),  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  1  (A)  Cooper* s  Hawk  2  (C,K)  Red-tailed 
Hawk  5  (B, C, K)  Red-shouldered  Hawk  5  (A,  G,  H)  Rough-legged  Hawk  2 
(H,  K)  Bald  Eagle  1  (E),  Marsh  Hawk  40,  Sparrow  Hawk  14,  Ruffed  Grouse 
3  (C,  K),  Ring-necked  Pheasant  67,  Coot  36  (A,J),  Killdeer  108, 

Woodcock  4  (B,E,H,K),  Wilson’ s  Snipe,  3  (B,G)  Greater  Yellow-legs  4 
(A, P),  Glaucous  Gull  2  (E),  Great  Black-backed  Gull  1  (E),  Herring  Gull 
5799,  Ring-billed  Gull  1112,  Bonaparte’s  Gull  1096  (E,  H) ,  Mourning 
Dove  60,  Barn  Owl  1  (P),  Great  Horned  Owl  6  (E,  G,  H)  Barred  Owl  2  (G) 
Long-eared  Owl  2  (P)  Short-eared  Owl  1  (F),  Belted  Kingfisher  16, 

Nor.  Flicker  51,  Pileated  Woodpecker  3  (C,  K) ,  Red-headed  Woodpecker  1 
(H),  Hairy  Woodpecker  7,  Downy  Woodpecker  39,  Phoebe  45,  Prairie  Horned 
Lark  122,  Tree  Swallow  8  (D,  G) ,  Purple  Martin*2  (D),  Blue  Jay  21, 

Crow  1787,  Chickadee  128,  White-br.  Nuthatch  18,  Red-br.  Nuthatch  4 
(C,K),  Brown  Creeper  11,  Winter  Wren  15,  Robin  1500,  Hermit  Thrush  13, 
Bluebird  95,  Golden-cr.  Kinglet  165,  Cedar  Waxwing  130  ( B, C) , Migrant 
Shrike  4  (A,  H)  Starling  3141,  English  Sparrow  623,  Meadowlark  61, 
Redwing  861,  Bronzed  Grackle  376,  Cowbird  623,  Purple  Pinch  6  (C,  H) 
Goldfinch  1  (K)  Red-eyed  Towhee  9  (C,D,E,H,K)  Savannah  Sparrow  3  (H,K), 
Vesper  Sparrow  26,  Slate-col.  Junco  789,  Tree  Sparrow  91,  Chipping 
Sparrow  *  5  (C)  Field  Sparrow  5  (C,  K) ,  Pox  Sparrow  16  (H)  Swamp 
Sparrow  5  (A,  H,  K)  Song  Sparrow  629. 

1938  total  99  Species  About  31,000  Individuals 

1937  total  83  Species  About  20,000  Individuals 

A  slight  increase  in  most  species  of  ducks  was  noted,  compared 
with  a  year  ago,  but  the  numbers  of  Red-breasted  Mergansers  were 
over  2300  greater  than  a  year  ago. 

The  census  was  well  reported  in  the  Buffalo  Courier  Express  of 
April  4,  1938. 


NOTES 

110  species  were  recorded  in  March,  36  being  new  for  the  year.  This 
compares  with  84  species  in  1937,  with  19  new  for  the  year. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  G.  P.  Van  Eseltine  for  notes  on  spring  records 
of  the  Eaton  Bird  Club  at  Geneva.  The  outstanding  feature  of  the 
early  spring  migration  there  were  the  large  flocks  of  redpolls  reported 
from  many  localities  and  the  presence  of  a  Great  Gray  Owl  at  Canoga. 

The  February  list  totalled  63  species  including  the  rare  Bohemian 
Waxwing.  March  migrants  were  reported  in  greater  numbers  and  earlier 
than  usual. 

The  Editor  has  received  a  letter  from  Edward  Seeber,  at  Marshall 
College,  Morgantown,  West  Virginia.  He  writes  that,  "cardinals, 
chickadees,  and  Carolina  wrens  are  the  most  common  birds  around, 

(except  for  Starlings  and  English  sparrows)."  He  also  states  that  he 
likes  the  new  arrangement  as  introduced  in  the  February  issue  and 
would  like  to  see  it  used  from  now  on. 


/  .  • 
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Reports  from  Mr*  W •  L*  G.  Edson  at  Rochester  show  an  early  migration 
of  many  species.  Reports  for  the  week  ending  March  11  include  Marsh 
Hawk,  Mourning  Dove,  Flicker,  Purple  Finch,  while  the  following  week 
Pied -hilled  Grebe,  Canada  Goose,  Pintail,  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  Coot, 
Killdeer,  Bluebird,  Meadowlark  and  Cowbird  were  observed.  Pine  Gros¬ 
beaks,  Common  and  Hoary  Redpolls  were  still  present  in  mid  March.  New 
arrivals  for  the  week  ending  March  25  included  Horned  Grebe,  Whistling 
Swan,  Baldpate,  Ring -necked  Duck,  Ruddy  Duck,  Woodcock,  Wilson’s  Snipe 
Belted  Kingfisher,  Phoebe,  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet,  Rusty  Blackbird, 
Savannah,  Vesper  and  Fox  Sparrows.  During  the  following  week  -  Green¬ 
winged  Teal,  Yellow -br.  Sapsucker,  Northern  Shrike,  Towhee  and  Field 
Sparrow  were  reported. 

Milder  weather  than  usual  in  New  England  about  March  13  brought  a 
wave  of  migrants,  such  as  Wood  Duck*  Mallard,  Killdeer,  etc.  as  reported 
in  the  Bulletin  of  New  England  Bird  Life*  Among  the  unusual  records 
were  1  European  Widgeon  in  R*I*  March  5,  1  Shoveller  at  Gray  Gables 
Feb*  27,  King  Eider  at  Rockport*  Mass;  and  at  Middletown,  R.I., 

1  Osprey  at  Wellesley  March  7,  Piping  Plover  at  Waquoit  Bay  March  13, 
Woodcock  in  flight  song  at  Kensington,  Conn.  March  13.  A  number  of 
Alcids  picked  up  dead,  oil  soaked  on  beaches,  including  a  Puffin  at 
Chatham,  March  7*  1  Phoebe  and  1  Migrant  Shrike  at  Eastham  Feb.  22, 
a  flock  of  500  Myrtle  Warblers  at  Lynn,  Conn.  March  13,  1  Hoary  Eedpoll 
at  Mt.Tom  March  6.  Robins,  Bluebirds,  Blackbirds  and  Song  Sparrows 
were  rather  later  than  usual.  Redpolls  scarce  during  winter,  were 
reported  from  many  places  in  late  February  and  early  March  during  their 
northward  migration. 


BIRDS  OBSERVED  IN  FLORIDA  WITHIN  A  NINETEEN  DAY  PERIOD 

in  February  and  early  March,  1938 


Horned  Grebe,  Pied-billed  Grebe,  Common  Loon,  Eastern  Brown  Pelican, 


Gannet,  Florida  Cormorant,  Auhinga,  Ward’ s  Heron,  American  Egret 


Snowy  Egret,  Louisiana  heron.  Little  Blue  heron,  Eastern  Green  heron, 
Black-cr.  night  heron,  American  Bittern,  Wood  Ibis,  Eastern  Glossy 
Ibis,  White  Ibis,  Common  Mallard,  Florida  Duck,  Gadwall,  Baldpate, 
Green-winged  Teal,  Blue-winged  Teel,  Wood  Duck,  Ring-necked  Duck, 
Greater  Scaup,  Lesser  Scaup,  Ruddy  Duck,  Red-breasted  Merganser, 


Turkey  Vulture,  Black  Vulture,  Red-tailed  Hawk  (Florida),  Florida  Red¬ 


shouldered  Hawk,  Short-tailed  Hawk,  Marsh  hawk.  Osprey,  Audubon’s 
Car8cara,  Sparrow  Hawk,  Florida  Bob-white,  Florida  Crane,  Limpkin, 

Purple  Gallinule,  Bald  Eagle,  American  Coot,  Killdeer,  Ruddy  Turnstone, 
Spotted  Sandpiper,  Wilson’s  Snipe,  Ea.  Solitary  Sandpiper,  Greater 
Yellowlegs,  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  American  Knot,  Herring  Gull,  Ring-billed 
Gull,  Bonaparte’s  Gull,  Sanderling,  Royal  Tern,  Black  skimmer,  E. 

Ground  Dove,  E.  Mourning  Dove,  Screech  Owl,  Belted  Kingfisher,  S. Flicker 
Pileated  Woodpecker,  Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  Red-headed  Woodpecker, 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Red-cockaded  Woodpecker, 
Phoebe,  Tree  Swallow,  Florida  Blue  Jay,  Florida  Jay,  Purple  Martin, 
Florida  Crow,  Fish  Crow,  White-br.  Nuthatch,  Brown-headed  Nuthatch, 

House  Wren,  Mockingbird,  Catbird,  Robin,  Brown  Thrasher,  Hermit  Thrush 
Florida  Bluebird,  Blue-Gray  Greatcatcher ,  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet, 
Loggerhead  Shrike,  Starling,  White-eyed  Vireo,  Blue-headed  Vireo, 

Myrtle  Warbler,  Yellow-throated  Warbler,  Florida  pine  Warbler,  Western 
Palm  Warbler,  Yellow  Palm  Warbler,  Florida  Yellow-throat,  English 
Sparrow,  Meadowlark,  Florida  Red-winged  Blackbird,  Boat-tailed  Grackle, 
Florida  Grackle,  Florida  Cardinal,  White-eyed  Towhee,  Savannah  Sparrow, 

Chipping  Sparrow,  Swamp  Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow. 

H  '  Ben  and  Olive  Winship 

- 
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DID  YOU  KNOW 

Ths"t  when  a  hill  for  the  protection  of  the  passenger  pigeon  was 
introduced  in  the  Ohio  legislature  in  1857,  the  legislative  committee 
replied  that  no  ordinary  destruction  could  lessen  such  prolific  birds! 
Yet  by  1913  the  last  of  the  species  had  died. 

That  early  in  the  present  century  gulls  and  terns  were  being  wiped 
out  in  the  interest  of  the  millinery  trade?  Their  numbers  now  testify 
to  the  value  of  legal  protection  for  vanishing  species. 

_ _  R.E.  Swift 

MEETING  OF  MARCH  23 

One  Ox  ^ the  highlights  of  our  program  for  the  past  few  years  has  been 
the  meeting  at  which  Harlan  Eckler  showed  his  fine  photographs.  This 
year  ran  true  to  form  and  one  of  the  largest  attendances  was  recorded. 
Excellent  shots  were  produced  of  the  birds  around  Oak  Orchard  Swamp, 
including  pictures  of  young  wood  duck  leaving  their  nest  located  on  the 
stub  of  a  dead  tree.  Without  a  doubt,  this  is  one  of  the  few  times 
the  event  has  been  witnessed  by  human  eyes,  much  less  photographed. 

It  may  well  be  the  first  time  it  has  been  recorded  by  the  camera. 

With  such  masterful  results  as  were  shown  to  us  this  year,  we  anticipate 
with  keen  interest  the  return  of  Harlan  Eckler  to  the  program  nextjear. 

_  Winston  William  Brockner 

~FITTURE~  EVENTS 

MEETINGS:  at  8:00  p.m.  in  the  Roosevelt  Field  Club  Room  at  the 

Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

27  -  "Moving  Pictures  of  Birds"  James  Savage 
11  -  "Plans  for  Spring  Census"  Alfred  Wander 

17  -  Canadian  Shore  -  R.M.Verrill,  leader, Tel . DE-5105 
Meet  Busti  Av.Ent.  peace  Bridge  8  AM  Bring  Inch 
1  -  Dunkirk  &  Bear  Lake -Mrs .E. C. Ulrich,  Leader, 

Tel,  Pa-8896,  meet  Buffalo  City  Hall,  7  AM 

Bring  lunch. 

15  -  Spring  Bird  Census  -  Alfred  Wander,  leader. 

28  -29  To  Canadian  Shore  and  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  with 
Puymatuning  Group  -  Details  in  May  issue. 

Hold  the  dates  open 

trips  in  Delaware  Park  will  start  Saturday,  April  16 
at  6:30  A.M.  Meet  near  Windsor  Rd.  entrance. 

EDITOR’S  NOTE 
Subscription:  50^  per  year,  payable  to  treasurer . 

Please  send  in  your  notes  for  the  next  issue  by  May  4,  1938 

Editor:  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Ave.,  Buffalo,  New  York 

Business  Manager:  Mrs.  George  Kratzer,  140  Wardman  Rd.  Kenmore,  N.  Y. 
Treasurer:  Miss  Bertha  Schwenger,  526  Delaware  Ave.,  Buffalo,  New  York 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 


*  THE  MONTH 


During  the  cool  weather  of  the  first  10  days  of  April,  including 
snowfalls  on  the  3rd  and  9th,  migration  was  retarded,  but  this  was 
followed  by  some  very  warm  days,  so  that  many  early  migration  d8tes 
were  noted  later  in  the  month.  Temperature  for  the  month  averaged 
2.7  degrees  above  normal,  the  warmest  April  in  17  years.  Precipita¬ 
tion  was  slightly  below  normal;  no  winds  of  over  40  miles  per  hr. 
were  recorded  during  the  month.  The  growth  of  vegetation  was  far  in 
excess  of  normal  by  the  end  of  the  month,  and  insect  life  was  more 
abundant  than  usual,  'which  may  be  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  early 
arrival  of  many  species  of  birds. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Holboell's  Grebe  -  April  11  (L)  Dunkirk  (Bourne) 

Horned  Grebe  -  Apr.  30  (L)  Niagara  River  (Verrill) 

Double-crested  Cormorant  -  2  May  1  -  Mohawk  Pt.  (Mitchell  &  party) 
American  Egret  -  1  April  30  (F)  Grand  Is.  (Herndon,  Mitchell*  Tilley) 
Green  Heron  -  Apr.  19  (F)  Eagle,  N.Y.  (Brockner,  Brown),  Apr.  30 

Sherkston,  Ont.  (Kelly,  Mansfield) 
Whistling  Swan  -  14  Apr.  4  -  Lime  Lake  (Bourne),  Apr.  15  Grand  Is. 

(Eames,  Brown,  Brockner) 

Canada  Goose  -  20  May  8  (L)  Oak  Orchard  ^wamp  (Eckler) 

Wood  Duck  4  E.  Aurora  Sinking  Ponds  May  4  (Brockner,  Somerside) 

Surf  Scoter  1  Apr.  17  (F)  Buffalo  Harbor  (Creighton) 

Hooded  Merganser  2  May  3  (L)  Grand  Island  (Brockner) 

Broad -winged  Hawk  April  16  E.  Aurora  (Brockner,  Brown) 

Rough-legged  Hawk  April  17  (L)  Grand  Island  (Kelly) 

Osprey  "  April  19  (F)  Silver  Lake  (Brockner) 

May  1  Horseshoe  Lake  (Pixley) 

May  7  (L)  Oak  Orchard  (Eckler) 

European  Partridge  May  7  So.  Wales  (Brockner) 

Bob  White  May  11  Lyndonville  (W.  A.  Smith)  seen  daily  -  laid 

egg  in  hen*  s  nest 

Virginia  Rail  2  April  24  (F)  Oak  Orchard  (Eckler,  pixley) 

Sora  Rail  April  24  (F)  Oak  Orchard  (Swift) 

Florida  Gallinule  April  23  (F)  Oak  Orchard  (Eckler,  April  24(Pixley) 
Upland  Plover  April  17  (F)  Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  (Savage) 

April  21  Tonawanda (^eardslee) 

■  _ April  24  Wehrle  Drive  (Eno) _ 
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Spotted  Sandpiper  April  17  (F)  Sherkston  8c  Port  Colborn,  Oat. 

(Verrill  &  party) 

Solitary  Sandpiper  May  4  (  P)  Oak  Orchard  (pixley)  May  6  So.  Pales 

( J  ames ) 

Cesser  Yellowlegs  May  2  (P)  Oak  Orchard  (Eckler) 

Piping  Plover  2  April  17  (P)  Sherkston,  ont.  (Verrill  &  Party) 

Red -backed  Sandpiper  6  May  6  (F)  Ft.  Erie  (E»  Jameson,  Jr.) 

Glaucous  Gull  April  B  (L)  Grand  Island  (Beardslee) 

Common  Tern  April  24  (P)  Dunkirk  (Mitchell  &  party) 

Black  Tern  May  9  (F)  Grand  Island  (E.  Jameson,  Jr.) 

Black-billed  Cuckoo  May  4  (F)  Gowanda  (Beal, 

May  7  N.  Collins  (Avery,  Beadle,  Moore) 

Barn  Owl  May  17  -  Delaware  Park  (Kelly,  Mansfield) 

Snowy  Owl  Several  in  grounds  of  Bethlehem  Steel  Plant  from 

April  15  to  April  27,  5  seen  at  one  time 
(Creighton,  Winship),  April  50  (L)  at  same  place 
(Eckler),  April  15  Grand  Island ( Eames, Burn, Brockner ) 
Whip-poor-will  May  1  (F)  Delaware  Park  (beardslee) 

May  2  Lincoln  Park  (Eames,  Somerside) 

Chimney  Swift  April  21  (P)  So.  Wales  (James),  April  26  Chippewa,  Ont 

(Brockner)  8c  Medina  (Pintler) 


Ruby-thr.  Hummingbird  May  5  (P)  Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker  April  24-2  pairs  excavating  nesting  holes 

Leroy  (Hazelton) 

Red -headed  Woodpecker  May  1  many  migrants  arrived 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker,  May  7,  Last  local  migrants  reported 
Kingbird  April  29  (P)  Oak  Orchard  (Somerside) 

Crested  Flycatcher  May  3  (F)  Lincoln  Park  ( Sommerside) ,  So. Wales 

(James) 


Least  Flycatcher  April  26  (P)  Lancaster  (Swift) 

May  3  Hamburg  (Creighton),  So.  Wales  (James) 
Wood  Pe wee  May  8  (P)  Hamburg  (Creighton), 

May  14  Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

Bank  Swallow  April  23  (F)  So.  Wales  (Brockner,  James) 

April  24  Holland  (Verrill) 

Rough-winged  Swallow  April  24  (F)  Wanakah  (Mitchel  and  party) 

Holland  (Verrill) 

Barn  Swallow  April  15  (p)  Boston  (Mitchell), 

April  17,  Grand  Is.  (Kelly),  Leroy  (Hazelton) 
Cliff  Swallow  April  28  (F)  So.  Wales  (James) 

Purple  Martin  April  15,  15  8c  17  observed  in  many  places 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch  -  pronounced  migration  April  21  to  May  15. 
Winter  Wren  April  25  Last  migrants,  Lincoln  Park  (Brockner, 

Somerside) 


> 


remained 


Prairie  Marsh  Wren  May  2  (FN»  Oak  Orchard  (Eckler) 

April' 24  (Fj  Grand  Island  (Swift) 

May  7  So,  Wales  (Esther  Pratt,  James), 
until  May  14- 

May  1  (P),  Oak  Orchard  (Eckler) 

April  17  (F)  Abino  Hills,  Ont.  (Verrill  &  party) 
April  21  Orchard  Park  (Winship) 

May  4  (P)  Hamburg  Creighton 

Eden  (Brockner,  Somerside) 

Oak  Orchard  (Pixley) 


Mockingbird 


Catbird 

Brown  Thrasher 
Wood  Thrush 


2 


> 


# 

i 

* 

1 


! 

\ 


Alive-backed  Thrush  April  30  (?)  Dela«/sre  Park  (Mitchell  &  rartv) 

May  1  pt.  Colhorne,  Ont. 

tray-cheeked  Thrush  May  2  (?)  Delaware  Park  ( Beard slee) 

_,eery  April  30  (p)  Holland  (Verrill) 

May  1  Oak  Orchard  (Arnett,  Pintler) 
a: by-crowned  Kinglet  April  1?  (P)  Lincoln  park  (Brockner)  many  by 

i  .  April  17 

April  10  (P)  Oak  Orchard  (Eckler), 

75  May  5  Hamburg  (bourne) 

7 low -throated  Vireo  May  3  (P)  Batavia  (Pixley),  Gowanda  (Beal) 
blue -headed  Vireo  April  21  (F)  So.  Wales  (James) 

April  25  Lincoln  Park  (Brockner,  Somerside) 
Bed-eyed  Vireo  May  4  (P)  Hamburg  (Brockner,  Somerside) 

Philadelphia  Vireo  May  8  (P)  Hamburg  (Creighton) 

Warbling  Vireo,  April  28  (F)  Gowanda  (Beal) 

April  29,  So.  Wales  (James) 

Black  and  White  Warbler  April  27  (P)  Gowanda  (Beal) 

April  28,  Batavia  (Pixley) 

Prothonotary  Warbler  May  5  (P)  Oak  Orchard  (Eckler) 

Golden-winged  Warbler  May  1  (P)  Oak  Orchard  (Eckler) 

Tennessee  Warbler  May  8  (P)  Hamburg  (Creighton) 

Orange-crowned  Warbler  May  7  (F)  Pt.  Abino,  Ont.  found  dead  on  porch 

of  cottage  (E.  Jameson,  Jr.) 

May  8  Delaware  Park  (Beard slee  and  party) 
Nashville  Warbler  Apr.  28  (P)  Lincoln  Park  (Mansfield) 

Delaware  Park  (Thorpe) 

So.  Wales  (James) 

Lancaster,  (Swift) 

Nor.  Parula  Warbler  May  4  (P)  Buffalo  (Beardslee,  Mitchell) 

Yellow  Warbler  April  28  (P)  Larkin  Estate,  Buffalo  (Thorpe) 

Lancaster  (Swift)  many  by  April  30. 
Magnolia  Warbler  May  5  (F)  Batavia  (Pixley), 

May  6  So.  Wales  (James) 

Cope  May  Warbler  May  7  ( P)  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell  &  party) 

Hamburg  (Creighton) 

Point  Abino,  Ont.  (Schwenger,  Duttweiler) 
Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  May  3  (P)  Delaware  Park  (Boldt) 

May  4  No.  Tonawanda  (Beardslee) 

Myrtle  Warbler  April  13  (P)  Forest  Lawn  (Mrs.  Hickman) 

April  15  Grand  Is.  (Brockner,  Somerside) 
Black-throated  Green  Warbler,  April  24  (F)  Holland  (Verrill) 

April  27  Gowanda  (Beal) 

Cerulean  Warbler  May  5  (F)  Batavia  (Pixley) 

May  7  Oak  Orchard  (Eckler) 

Blackburnian  Warbler  May  3  (?)  Delaware  Park  (Thorpe) 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler  May  4  (F)  No.  Tonawanda  (Beardslee) 

Forest  Lawn  (Verrill) 

Bay-breasted  Warbler  May  8  (F)  Holland  (Verrill), 

Hamburg  (Creighton) 

Pine  Warbler  May  5  (P)  Delaware  Park  (Savage) 

W.  Palm  Warbler  3  April  25  (F)  Lincoln  Park  (Brockner,  Somerside) 
Ovenbird  May  1  (P)  Oak  Orchard  (Hazelton,  Pixley) 

Northern  Water  Thrush  3  April  24  (P)  Oak  Orchard  (Eckler) 

Louisiana  Water  Thrush  April  17  (P)  So.  Wales  (James) 

Mourning  Warbler  May  8  (F)  Oak  Orchard  (Eckler) 
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Northern  Yellowthroat,  May  4  (?)  So.  hales  (James) 

Oak  Orchard  (Eckler,  Pixley) 
Wilson’s  Warbler, Play  11  (P)  Delaware  Park  (Mohr) 

Canada  Warbler, May  5  (P)  Oak  Orchard  (Eckler) 

Redstart,  May  1  (F)  Oak  Orchard  (Eckler) 

Bobolink  Play  2  (F)  Oak  Orchard  (Eckler) 

May  3  Gowanda  (Beal) 

Oriole  April  26  (F)  Lancaster  (Swift) 

May  2  Gow a nd a  (Beal) 

Play  3  Hamburg  (Creighton) 

Buffalo  (Mitchell) 

May  4  (F)  Eden  (Brockner, 

Gowanda  (Beal) 

Play  7  Emery  Pk.  one  in  orange  plumage  instead 

of  red  (Bob  Wells) 

Blue  Grosbeak  Play  7  male  in  full  plumage,  and  singing  reported  by 

Mabel  H.  James  and  Esther  Pratt  at  So.  Wales. 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  April  30  (P)  Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell  &  party) 

May  4  several ' reported 


Scarlet  Tanager 


Somerside) 


Indigo  Bunting  Play  6  (P)  So.  Wales  (James) 

Play  7  N.  Collins  (Avery,  Beadle,  Moore) 

Hamburg  (Creighton) 

Common  Redpoll  April  15  (L)  Holland  (Verrill) 

Pine  Siskin  100  April  15  Holland  (Verrill) 

April  28,  May  8,  13,  14,  Delaware  Park,  (Mitchell) 

40  May  8  Hamburg  (Creighton) 

E.  Goldfinch  Common  by  Play  1,  unusually  early. 

Red  Crossbill  2  April  15  Holland  (Keith  Minthorn) 

Grasshopper  Sparrow  April  23  (P)  Oak  Orchard  (Eckler) 

Henslow’ s  Sparrow  April  23  (P)  Oak  Orchard  (Eckler) 

Chipping  Sparrow  April  8  Lancaster  (Swift)  2nd  record,  Common  Apr. 16 

White-crowned  Sparrow  May  1  (F)  Gowanda  (Beal), 

Oak  Orchard  (Arnett,  Pintler) 

Port  Colborn, ‘  Ont.  (Mitchell  &  party) 

White-throated  Sparrow  April  16  (F)  Lincoln  Park  (Kelly) 

Forest  Lawn  (Brockner) 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow  Play  14  (F)  Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 


Many  nesting  records  have  been  received.  Thank  you.  They  will  be 
featured  in  the  July  issue. 

^()NS5HVATI0prF0R  THE  FARMER 

The  farmer  should  be  interested  in  restoring  farm  wild  life  for  a 
nunberof  good  reasons.  Foremost  5s.  the  necessity  of  having. the  aid  of 
birds  to  keep  down  insect  pests.  Then  too,  game  adds  materially  to 
the  value  of  farm  lands.  Farmers  are  urged  to  utilize  so-called 
marginal  lands  in  cultivated  areas  by  allowing  them  to  return  to  a 
wild  state  which  will  afford  necessary  cover.  . 
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SPRING  ~CENSUS^  MAY~15~~T938 
Captain  of  Census:  Alfred  D.  Wander. 

Territories  covered  and  leaders  follow: 

(A)  Delaware  Pk.,  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery,  to  Dunkirk,  C.  S.  Beardslee 

(B)  Wilson,  Bond’s  Lake,  Oak  Orchard  Swsmp  -  Winston  Wm.  Brockner 

(C)  Lincoln  Park  -  Bertha  Schwenger  and  Marie  Wend ling 

(D)  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  -  Ray  Verrill 

(E)  Outer  Harbor,  Tifft  Street,  Niagara  River  (Canadian  side  to 

Niagara  Fells  )  -  James  Savage 

(F)  Chestnut  Ridge  Park  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benjamin  Winship 

(G)  2oar  Valley  -  Arthur  Brettle 

(H)  Gov/anda  -  Clarence  Beal 

(I)  Grand  Island  -  Alice  Ulrich 

(J)  Canadian  Shore  (Port  Colborne  to  Rock  House  Pt.)  Harold  D,  Mitchell 

(K)  Canadian  Shore  (Fort  Erie  to  Port  Colborne)  Mrs,  L.  Mansfield 

(L)  Hamburg,  Sandusky,  Pike  -  Mr.  &  Mrs,  James  Creighton 

(M)  Letchworth  Pk.,  Silver  L.,  Java  L.,  E. Aurora  Water  Works-  C.Mohr 

(N)  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  E.  Eckler) 

(O)  South  Wales  -  Mabel  H.  James 

(P)  Sour  Spring  Road  &  East  Marsh  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  -  Mrs.  Ora  Pixley 

(Q)  Leroy  -  Fred  Hazelton 

(R)  Lyndonville  -  W.  A.  Smith,  George  Smith 

Others  assisting  the  leaders:  Mrs.  Richard  Madison,  Heather 
Thorpe,  Francis  Tilley,  Mrs.  Doll  Reynolds,  C.  A.  Somerside, 

Edward  Ulrich,  Howard  Wander,  Roger  Girald,  Russell  Wilson,  Miss  Ennis 
Everett  Jameson,  Jr.,  Mr.  King,  Cornie  Moore,  Miss  Paepke, 

Mr.  Mabette,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Oliver  Swift,  Roger  Cobb,  Mary  and  Tom  Kelly, 
Richard  Mansfield,  Dorothy  and  Ralph  Lewis,  Connie  paradise, 

Annabelle  Hiller,  Teresa  Shober,  Esther,  Priscilla  and  Eleanor  Pratt, 
Harry  H.  Larkin. 

Letters  refer  to  the  territories  above  designated: 

#  New  species  for  1938 

Loon  9,  Pied-billed  Grebe  27,  Gr.  Blue  Heron  155,  Green  Heron  17, 

B.-Cr.  Night  Heron  7,  Amer.  Bittern  35,  *-Least  Bittern  6  (B,H,K) 

Common  Mallard  41,  Red-1.  Blk.  Duck  &  Common  Blk.  Duck  228, 

Gadwall  2  (I),  European  Widgeon  2  (I),  Baldpate  20,  Pintail  2  (B), 
Green-w.  Teal  2  (N),  Blue-w,  Teal  65,  Shoveller  3  ( B,  D,  H) , 

Wood  Duck  6  (D,  N),.  Ring-necked  Duck  2  (A),  Greater-Scaup  Duck  25, 
Lesser  Scaup  Duck  282,  Amera  Golden-eye  11  (K,  E),  Buffle-head  2  (J), 
Old-Squaw  24  (E),  Ruddy  Duck  2  (A),  Amer.  Merganser  6  (E,  K,  M), 

Red-br,  Merganser  139,  Turkey  Vulture  8,  Sharp -sh.  Hawk  3  (B,  L,  M) 
Cooper’s  Hawk  2  (B,  H) , Red -tailed  Hawk  4,  Red-should.  Hawk  8, 

Marsh  Hawk  11,  Sparrow  Hawk  8,  Ruffed  Grouse  8,  European  Pertridge3( FO) 
Bob-White  2  (R),  Ring-n.  Pheasant  141,  Virginia  Rail  4  (A,  N) 

Sora  6  (N),  Florida  Gallinule  26,  Coot  8,  Piping  Plover  3  (J,  K) , 
-«-Semi-palm.  Plover  29,  Killdeer  125,  -"-Black-bell.  Plover  6  (J,  K), 

Ruddy  Turnstone  2  (J),  Wilson’s  Snipe  6  ( N, H) ,  Upland  Plover  6  ( H, M,K) 
Spotted  Sandpiper  173,  Solitary  Sandpiper  14,  Greater  Yellow-legs  3 
(K,  N,  F) ,  Yellow-legs  10,  ^-Pectoral  Sandpiper  3  (D),  -*Least  Sandpiper 
13*  (B,  J),  Red-bkd.  Sandpiper  32  (B,J),  --'Semi -pm.  Sandpiper  24  (B,K), 
Herring  Gull  134,  Ring-b.  Gull  300,  Bonaparte’s  Gull  460, 

-"-Forster’s  Tern  4  (E),  Common  Tern  1615,  Black  Tern  24,  Rock  Dove  50, 
Mourning  Dove  111,  Yellow-b.  Cuckoo  5,  Black-b.  Cuckoo  18, 
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Orgeat  Horned  Owl  2  (1,0),  Barred  Ov/1  5  (N,  P),  Long-eared  Owl  2  (C), 
■Chimney  Swift  224,  Ruby-th-  Hum' bird  1  (A),  Belted  Kingfisher  18, 
Flicker  163,  Red-bellied  Wdpkr.  4  (Q) ,  Rea-headed  Wdpkr.  21, 

7  illow-b.  Sap  sucker  3  (D?L),  Hairy  Woodpecker  16,  Downy  Woodpecker  33, 
Kingbird  53,  Crested  Flycatcher  69.  Phoebe  51,  '"-Alder  Flycatcher  2  (F) 
Least  Flycatcher  34,  Wood  Pev/ee  5  (A,  I,  L) ,  Prairie  Horn.  Lark  41, 
tree  Swallow  408,  Bank  Swallow  356,  Rough~w0  Swallow  781,  Barn 
Swallow  1182,  Cliff  Swallow  34,  Purple  Martin  153,  Blue  Jay  24, 

Crow  353,  Black-c.  Chickadee  119,  White-br*.  Nuthatch  20,  Red-br. 
Nuthatch  17,  Brown  Creeper  2  (N),  House  Wren  153,  Winter  Wren  2  (D,L), 
•--Carolina  Viren  1  (A),  Prairie  Marsh  Wren  59,  Catbird  171, 

Brown  Thrasher  9,  Robin  1,226,  Wood  Thrush  79,  Hermit  Thrush  5(C,E,K), 
ulive-bo  Thrush  16,  Veery  68,  Bluebird  97,  Ruby-cr*  Kinglet  23, 

.Cedar  Waxwing  8,  Migrant  Shrike  2  (B,I),  Starling  1,230, 

’  Yellow-th.  Vireo  23,  Blue-headed  Vireo  7,  Red-eyed  Vireo  47, 
'"Philadelphia  Vireo  6  (A,  I,K,  L) ,  Warbling  Vireo  8,  B1 .&Wh. Warbler  25, 
^Prothon'y  warbler  2  (B,  N),Golden-w.  Warbler  17  (B,D,N,  P)  ,*-Blue~w. 
Warbler  6  (H),  Tennessee  Warbler  12,  Nashville  Warbler  24,  Parula 
Warbler  8,  Yellow  Warbler  447,  Magnolia  Warbler  65,  Cape  May 
Warbler  20,  Bl.-thr.  Blue  Warbler  57,  Myrtle  Warbler  320,  Bl.Thr. 

Green  Warbler  126,  Cerulean  Warbler  24,  Blackbur'n  Warbler  72, 
Chestnut-s.  Warbler  78,  Bav-br.  Warbler  35,  Blackpoll  Warbler  3(A, H) 

W.  Palm  Warbler  2  (C,  K) ,  Ovenbird  123,  Nor .  W 8 ter -Thrush  82, 

La.  Water-Thrush  3  (0),  Mourning  Warbler  13,  N.  Yellow-throat  155, 
#Yellow-br.  Chat  1  (H),  Hooded  Warbler  3  (D,  F) ,  Wilson1 s  Warbler  2(UJ) 
Canada  Warbler  33,  Redstart  156,  English  Sparrow  758,  Bobolink  164, 
Meadowlark  181,  Redwing  1,115,  -::-0rchard  Oriole  3  (A,J),  Baltimore 
Oriole  387,  Rusty  Blackbird  24  (H,N,P),  Bronzed  Crackle  319, Cowbird248, 
Scarlet  Tanager  84,  Cardinal  20,  Rose-br.  Grosbeak  73,  Indigo  Bunting 
21,  Purple  Finch  5,  Pine  Siskin  23  (B,  H) ,  Goldfinch  781,  Red-eyed 
Towhee  66,  Savannah  Sparrow  62,  Grasshop’r  Sparrow  18,  Henslow1 s 
Sparrow  5  (H,  N),  Vesper  Sparrow  86,  Slate-col.  Junco  43,  Chipping 

Sparrow  269,  Field  Sparrow  56,  Vih.-cr.  Sparrow  108, Wh. -th. Sparrow  254, 
Fox  Sparrow  3  (H),  Swamp  Sparrow  95,  Song  Sparrow  710, 

Lapland  Longspur  2  (J). 

Total  178  Species,  about  19,870  individuals. 

Last  year  the  total  was  184  species,  17,839  individuals  . 


All  morning  from  daylight  on,  rain  poured  down,  making  the  poorest 
day  we  have  yet  experienced  on  our  spring  census.  It  cleared  by 
mid  afternoon,  however,  allowing  better  conditions  for  observation. 
The  total  of  29  Warblers  equalled  last  year's  list.  Among  the  out¬ 
standing  birds  listed  were  the  Yellow-breasted  Chat  at  Gowanda  by 
Clarence  Beal,  the  Carolina  Wren  at  Irving  by  Beardslee  and  his  party 
and  the  2  Lapland  Longspurs  In  full  summer  plumage  at  Rock  House  Ft., 
Ont.  by  Mitchell  and  his  party 0  Everyone  worked  hard  to  cover  their 
territories,  and  all  who  took  part  are  to  be  complimented  on  the 


results.  .  . 

Some  interesting  features  of  the  census  were  the  great  variety 

of  ducks  observed,  the  large  number  of  swallows  seen,  the  scarcity  of 
Hawks  and  the  few  species  of  flycatchers  observed,  and  the  failure 
to  locate  such  species  as  Horned  Grebe,  Woodcock,  Short-eared  Owl, 
Screech  Owl,  Whip-poor-will,  Nighthawk,  Pileated  Woodpecker ,  lufted 
Titmouse  Short -billed  Marsh  Wren,  Gray  cheeked  Thrush,  and 

Lincoln's  Sparrow,  all  of  which  might  be  expected.  No  doubt  the 
weather  conditions  affected  the  results  materially. 
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NOTES 


The  New  England  region  experience  two  great  migration  waves 
between  mid  March  and  mid  April s  The  first  occurred  on  March  19 
and  the  second  on  April  12,  Rough -winged  Swallow,  Barn  Swallow, 
and  Blue-headed  Vireo  were  outstanding  newcomers  in  the  second  wave. 
Of  note  also  this  spring  were  Western  Grebe,  Eastern  Brown  Pelican 
(apparently  first  record  for  the  State  of  Maine),  Gadwall,  European 
Teal,  King  Eider,  Red  Phalarope  and  European  Goldfinch. 

A  Northern  Raven  and  a  Spotted  Sandpiper  were  reported  in  March  by 
the  Eaton  Bird  Club  of  Geneva.  They  are  conducting  their  spring 
census  on  May  15,  the  same  day  as  our  census.  In  early  May,  a  Black 
Vulture  was  reported  at  potter  Swamp  by  Verdi  Burtch,  the  first 
record  for  that  region.  A  pair  of  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  were 
building  a  nest  at  Mile  Point,  discovered  by  Ethel  Murden.  Other 
records  include  Red  Crossbills  near  Branchport,  Caspian  Tern  and 
Carolina  'wren. 

The  Prothonotarv  'warbler  was  reported  from  the  Rochester  region 
the  week  ending  April  22.  A  week  later  the  Northern  Yellowthroat 
was  among  migrants  recorded  there.  For  the  wee k  ending  May  6, 
many  warblers  and  other  migrants  were  reported,  with  a  late  Redpoll 
record  of  particular  interest.  The  following  week’s  records  included 
Least  Bittern,  Osprey,  Alder  Flycatcher,  hood  Pewee,  Olive-sided 
Flycatcher,  Philadelphia  Vireo,  and  Pine  Siskin. 

MEETI'NcTof  APRIL~27th 


At  this  meeting,  Mr.  Savage  showed  colored  movies,  the  recent 
additions  to  his  very  interesting  pictures.  In  one  reel,  he  showed 
pictures  taken  at  the  1957  A.O.U.  meeting  in  S.  Carolina,  and  also 
films  of  bird-life  at  an  Audubon  sanctuary,  and  other  places  in 
Florida.  Another  reel,  of  more  local  interest,  showed  scenes  and 
people  from  our  own  territory*  The  large  attendance  attested  to  the 
interest  with  which  we  look  forward  to  Mr.  Savage's  program  each 
year . 

The  Misses  Catherine  and  Eugenia  praemassing,  Carl  haters,  and 
Franc \ s  Tilley  were  voted  into  associate  membership. 

Alice  Ulrich 


MEETING  of  MAY  11th 


At  the  recommendation 


of 


the  membership  committee,  Mr,  and  Mrs, 
James  Creighton,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benjamin  kinship,  Miss  Mary  Brown, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Kratzer .  Mr...  and  Mrs.  Oliver  Swift .  and  Dr.  and. 
Mrs.  L.  C.  Johnson  were  elevated  from  associate  to  active  membership. 


Mr.  hander,  chairman,  mapped  the  plans  for  territorial  allottment 
of  the  group  leaders  for  cur  annual  spring  census,  held  this  year 
on  May  15th.  The  results  of  this  census  will  be  found  in  the 
present  issue  of  the  Prothono tsry .  (Pages  #5  and  #6) 


The  secretary  read  an  acknowledgment  from  the  family  of  Miss. 
Elizabeth  Rosa  in  response  to  our  expression  of  sympathy.  During 
her  short  membership.  Miss  Rosa  took  an  active  part  in  the  affairs 
of  our  organization  and  we  shall  miss  her  at  our  meetings  and  on  our 

field  trips.  Alice  Ulrich 
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PYMATUNI NG  GROUP  OUTING 

Prothonotary  Subscribers  and  others " interested  in  birds  are 
cordially  invited  to  attend  an  outing  of  the  Pymatuning  Group. 

An  outing  of  the  Pymatuning  Group  has  been  arranged  for  the 

week^'W  May  28,  29,  and  30,  1938,  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  The  Audubon  Society 
of  Buffalo,  and  the  Garden  Center  Institute  of  Buffalo. 

Saturday  May  28  Meet  at  noon  ( DST )  at  Hotel  Lenox,  140  North  St., 

which  will  be  the  Buffalo  Headquarters.  Beginning 
at  noon,  as  soon  as  a  small  group  is  ready,  leaders  will  conduct 
field  trips  to  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  to  observe  shore  birds 
and  other  late  migrants. 

l  7:00  p.m.  Dinner  at  Y.V/.C.A.,  245  North  Street,  75^  per  person. 

8:30  p.m.  Meeting  at  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Humboldt  Park, Buff alo . 

The  museum  exhibits,  including  the  habitat  bird  groups,  the 
'  exhibit  of  mounted  birds  of  western  New  York,  the  bird  skin  and  egg 
collection,  and  the  five-year  bird  migration  chart,  will  be  open  for 
observation.  Elephant  folios  of  Audubon’s  paintings  are  in  the 
museum  library.  A  short  program  will  be  given  at  9:00  p.m.  in  the 
Auditorium  of  the  museum: 

1.  Address  of  welcome  by  Mr.  Hamlin,  president  of  the  Buffalo 
Society  of  Natural  Sciences. 

2.  A  short  talk  on  "Conservation"  by  Mr.  Henry  Lenz,  Chairman  of 
the  Erie  County  Committee  of  the  National  'wild  Life  Federation. 

3.  An  illustrated  talk  on  "Cook  Forest"  by  Mr.  Edward  C.  Avery, 
President,  Audubon  Society  of  Buffalo. 

4.  A  short  description  of  the  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  area,  and  plans 
for  the  Sunday  trip  to  the  Swamp,  by  Harold  D.  Mitchell 


Sunday  May  29 


Group  leave  Hotel  Lenox  at  7:00  A.M.  and  every  half 
hour  until  9:00  A.M.  for  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  about 
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40  miles  northeast  of  Buffalo.  At  the  swamp  opportunity  will  be 
afforded  to  visit  various  points  of  ornithological  interest,  including 
the  cat-tail  areas,  the  wooded  portions,  the  Prothonotary  V/arbler 
nesting  colony  along  Oak  Orchard  Creek,  and  any  interesting  nests 
which  may  be  located  by  that  time. 

1:00  P.M.  Picnic  Lunch  at  the  Beadle  farm  near  the  Swamp. .  Local 

members  please  bring  their  own  picnic  lunch.  Visiting 
members  will  be  furnished  with  a  box  lunch  provided  by  the  ladies  of 
the  Buffalo  Committee,  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  E.  B.  Holmes, 
President  of  the  Garden  Center  Institute  of  Bufialo.  After  the  lunch, 
trips  to  the  swamp  area  will  be  continued. 

'  GENERAjj  INSTRU CT IONS 

The  use  of  rubber  boots  or  high  waterproof  tramping . shoes  is 
suggested  for  the  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  trip.  Much  of  this  swamp  area, 
however,  can  be  reached  without  such  equipment. 

Please  fill  out  the  enclosed  Intention  Card  and  mail  to 
Mr.  E.  C.  Avery.  This  is  Important.  Out  of  town  visitors  are 

which 


requested  to  make  their  reservations  with  Hotel  Lenox, 
provided  special  rates  for  the  weekends 


has 


Pymatuning  Group  Outing,  Buffalo  Committee 
Chairman:  HaroTd~DT'Mittherr, '  378  Crescent  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York 
Urn.  Almendinger,  E.C. Avery,  Mrs.  A. R. Beadle,  C .S.Beardslee,  Mr.&Mrs. 
J. A. Creighton, Mrs .  G. Dorman, Mrs .Eugene  Hasselbeck, Jr .  Mrs .E. B. Holmes, 
Miss  M.H. James*  Mrs.  T.M. Kelly,  Mrs.  R*Mad ison, . Miss  Cornie  Moore, 
Mrs.  J.  Overfield,  Miss  Ada  Stanley,  R.M.  Verrill,  A.  D.  bander. 
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DID  YOU  KNOW  -  - 

That  the  midwest  dust  howl  is  an  example  of  a  non-conservation  i 
program?  It  was  made  into  a  desert  by  the  draining  of  the  lakes  and 
marshlands;  this  caused  desertion  by  birds,  and.  insect  devastation 
resulted • 

That  in  Washington  and  Oregon  pine  bettles  do  eight  times  as  much 
damage  as  fire? 

That  shooting  of  song-birds  was  not  prohibited  until  1913? 

R.  E.  Swift 


A  NED  DAY  TO  GET  VOTES? 


The  Buffalo  Evening  News  reports  that  an  Oklahoma  City  legislator 
set  off  150  dynamite  bombs,  strung  through  trees,  in  a  series  of 
,fhelp-the-f armers "  raids  on  predatory  birds.  He  predicted  that 
.  50,000  birds  would  be  killed®  be  wonder  what  kind  of  bomb  would 

v  kill  predatory  birds  and  no  others.  Furthermore,  the  Legislator  did 
not  state  whether  he  was  helping  the  farmers  to  prosperity  or  to  ruin, 
be  think  it  smacks  of  the  latter  1 

_  R.  E.  Swift 

FUTURE  EVENTS 


MEETINGS : 


There  will  be  no  meeting  at  the  Museum  on  May  25,  because  of 
the  Pymatuning  Group  Outing  on  May  28,  29,  30,  plans  for 
which  are  given  on  Page  8. 

June  8  Sherkston,  Ont.  Picnic  Supper  -  Leave  Busti  Av. 

entrance  peace  Bridge  5:15  P.M.  Sugar  Loaf  Sherkston 

6:00  P.M. 

June  22  Chestnut  Ridge  Park.  Picnic  Supper  -  Leave  City  Hall 
Buffalo,  Delaware  Av.  side  at  5:00  P.M.  Meet 
Pavilion,  Chestnut  Ridge  Park  6:00  P.M. 


FIELD  TRIPS: 


June  12  byoming  County,  Fred  Hazelton,  leader,  Leroy,  N.Y. 
Leave  Main  St.  City  Line  8:00  A.M.  arrive  Leroy 
about  9:15  A.M. 


EDITOR1 S  NOTE 

Subscription:  50^  per  year,  payable  to  treasurer.  Suoscribers  to 
whom  the  Prothonotary  must  be  mailed  are  requested  to  contribute 

25^  extra  to  cover  mailing  expense. 

Please  send  in  your  notes  for  the  next  issue  by  June  8,  1938. 

Editor:  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Ave„,  Buffalo,  New  York 

Business  Manager:  Mrs.  George  Kratzer,  140  V/ardman  Rd . ,  Kenmore,  N.Y. 
Treasurer:  Miss  Bertha  Schwengsr,  526  Delaware  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  1. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOL()GI_CAL__SOCIETY 

Honorary  President  -  James  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Buffalo, N.Y 
President  -  Alfred  D.  bander,  175  Saranac  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

V.  President  -  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 
Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield,  44  bingste  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

Secretary  —  Mrs.  E*  C.  Ulrich,  19o  LaSalle  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

-  Clark  S.  Beardslee  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell 

9 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK  '  


THE  MONTH 


May  opened  auspiciously,  with  several  warm  bright  days,  the  tempera 
ture  reaching  87°  on  the  5th,  when  a  large  wave  of  migrants  was 
noted  in  many  parts  of  the  territory.  Several  days  of  cool  weather 
followed,  bringing  migration  back  to  normal.  Fine  weather  again  at 
the  end  of  the  month  brought  the  shore  birds  and  late  migrants  in 
their  normal  numbers.  The  month  averaged  1  degree  above  normal 
while  precipitation  was  an  inch  below  normal.  Wind  velocity  reached 
47  mi.  per  hr.  on  the  9th  and  54  mi.  per  hr.  on  the  23rd .  Following 
this  high  wind,  several  flocks  of  Hudsonian  Curlew  and  other  shore 
birds  were  noted  along  the  Ontario  shore  of  Lake  Erie. 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Common  Loon  June  2  (L)  Shadigee  (Pixley) 

Am.  Bittern  May  3  -  Spent  day  in  back  yard  of  Mr.  Warren  Cutting’s 

residence,  Norwood  Avenue,  Buffalo 

Double-crested  Cormorant  -  2  June  10,  1  June  13,  Nia.  Falls  (Mitchell) 
Shoveller  June  3  -Grand  Island  (Brockner,  Somerside) 

Wood  Duck  2  May  7  -Hamburg  (Bourne) 

Am.  Merganser  6  June  10,  13,  14  Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee,  Mitchell) 
Red-Br.  ,f  2  June  15  Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

Bob -White  Daily  since  May  23,  Leroy  (Haze It on) 

Hudsonian  Curlew  May  24  (F)  Pt.  Abino  (Creighton,  May  25,  several 

flocks  along  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie 

( Savage) 


June 

n 


(L) 


Oak 

it 


Orchard 

ii 


Swamp  (Eckler) 

ii  ii 


ti 


ii 


it 


ii 


Semipalmated  Plover 
Least  Sandpiper 
Red-backed  Sandpiper 
Franklin’s  Gull  June  10  (F)  Niagara  Falls  (Mitchell) 

Black  Tern  June  1  Strawberry  Island  Niagara  River  (Tilley) 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  May  7  (F)  Hamburg  (Bourne) 


Snowy  Owl 
Night  Hawk 


June 


May 


5 
8 

21 


( Creighton) 

(Verrill  and  Party) 

(F)  Kenmore  (Beardslee),  Holland  (  Verrill) 


Ft. 

it 


Erie, 

ii 


Ont . 

it 


*»ir 


Red-bellied  Woodpecker  May  19  to  date  -  daily  at  Leroy  (Hezelton) 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  May  50  Emery  Park  (James) 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher  May  21  (F)  Forest  Lawn  (Beardslee  &  Party) 

Holland  (Verrill) 

June  5  (L)  Springville  (Brockner,  Reynolds, 

Somerside,  Thorpe) 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  May  27  (F)  Emery  Park  (Beardslee) 

House  Wren  April  25  (F)  Batavia  (Pixley) 

Short-billed  Marsh  Viren  June  12  Grand  Island  (Brockner,  Somerside) 
Mockingbird  May  30  North  Boston  (Bourne) 

Wood  Thrush  May  4  (F)  Leroy  (Haze It on) 

Golden-winged  Warbler  -  June  12  Berger^  Swamp  (Brockner) 

Bobolink  May  1  (F)  Horseshoe  Lake  (Pixley) 

Orchard  Oriole  June  3,  4,  5  -  Osk  Orchard  Swamp  (Eckler) 
White-thrcated  Sparrow  May  30  Alleghany  State  Park  (Tilley,  Wolf) 
Lapland  Longspur  May  28  (L)  Rock  House  Pt.,  Ont.  (Moore) 

Many  nesting  records  have  been  received*  Thank  you.  These  will  be 
featured  in  the  July  number. 


PYMATUNING  GROUP  OUTING 

The  week-end  of  May  28,  29  and  30,  especially  devoted  to  the  enter¬ 
tainment  of  guests  from  the  Pymatuning  group,  proved  a  very  pleasant 
and  successful  climax  to  the  spring  activities.  Under  the  joint  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  Audubon  Society  of  Buffalo,  The  Garden  Center  Institute 
of  Buffalo,  and  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  the  program  for  the 
outing  moved  a J  org  smoothly  according  to  schedule.  Weather  conditions 
proved  ideal  for  observation  for  all  three  days. 

It  Is  not  possible  here  to  thank  individually  all  who  contributed  to 
the  success  and  enjoyment  of  the  occasion.  To  our  general  chairman, 

Mr.  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  however,  should  go  great  credit  for  his 
several  months1  preparation  as  well  as  tireless  activity  in  insuring  a 
successful  program.  Likewise  to  Mrs.  E.  B.  Holmes,  President  of  the 
Garden  Center  Institute,  go  our  sincere  thanks  for  the  box  lunch  so 
evidently  appreciated  by  our  out-of-town  guests.  Also  to  Mr.  Edward  C. 
Avery,  President  of  the  Audubon  Society  of  Buffalo,  for  making  arrange¬ 
ments  with  the  Hotel  Lenox,  and  with  the  Y.W.C.A®  for  the  Saturday 
night  dinner  there.  Thanks  to  the  hospitality  of  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Alvin 
R.  Beadle,  we  were  able  to  eat  our  lunch  in  che  shade  of  the  trees  on 
the  lawn  of  their  most  attractive  farm  at  Oak  Orchard.  By  one  of clock 
Sunday,  an  estimated  total  of  75  people  were  resting  and  eating  lunch 
together  while  swapping  experiences  of  the  day. 

Mimeographed  maps  of  the  Canadian  Lake  Shore  and  of  the  Oak  Orchard 
Swamp  area  greatly  facilitated  strangers  In  finding  their  way  when 
detached  from  group  leaders.  Markers  at  strategic  points  also  aided 
greatly.  For  these  we  are  indebted  to  the  work  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Edward  C.  Ulrich  and  Mr.  Alfred  D.  Wander. 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  Lake  Shore  was  explored  for  shore  birds 
from  the  Peace  Bridge  to  Sherkston  by  Ray  M.  Verrill.  From  there  to 
Rock  House  Pt.,  Mrs.  Alice  Ulrich  completed  the  exploration.  In  this 
way,  the  parties  in  the  afternoon  were  enabled  to  go  directly  to  spots 
where  shore  birds  were  known  to  be.  Most  of  the  shore  birds  appeared 
beyond  Pt.  Colbourne.  The  sighting  of  a  Hudsonian  Curlew  proved  one 
of"  the  most  interesting  records,  although  many  enjoyed  viewing  Orchard 
Orioles,  especially  a  male  in  first  year  plumage.  May  we . here  extend 
our  appreciation  to  Mr.  Edward  M.  Scheu  for  his  kindness  in  giving  us 
a  written  permit  to  enter  Pt.  Abino. 
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The  excellent  dinner  that  night  at  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  was  enlivened  by 
the  presence  of  a  young  Great  Horned  Owl,  the  property  of  Mr,  James  A. 
Creighton.  A  very  attractive  memento  of  the  occasion  was  a  picture  of 
this  very  owl  taken  by  Mr.  Edward  C.  Avery  and  arranged  as  a  favor  at 
each  plate.  To  Mr.  Creighton,  too,  goes  the  credit  for  supplying  a  boat 
and  equipment  for  parties  at  Oak  Orchard. 

The  talks  Saturday  evening  in  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Natural  Science 
by  Mr.  Chauncey  J.  Hamlin  and  by  Mr.  Henry  Lenz  were  listened  to  with 
great  interest.  Especially  enthusiastic  was  the  reception  by  the 
audience  of  Mr.  Edward  C.  Avery’s  illustrated  talk  on  ’’Cook  Forest1'. 
Mr.  Avery  certainly  knows  the  correct  angles  from  which  to  enhance  the 
beauty  of  nature.  Afterwards,  Mr.  Harold  D.  Mitchell  outlined  the 
plans  for  the  Sunday  trio  to  Oak  Orchard.  Although  it  was  now  rather 
late  in  the  evening,  a  number  remained  to  inspect  points  of  interest 
in  the  Museum.  We  sincerely  thank  Mr.  Hamlin  for  opening  up  the 
Museum  that  night,  and  placing  the  exhibits,  including  the  Audubon 
elephant  folios  at  our  disposal. 

The  visit  to  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  on  the  next  day  marked  the  climax  of 
interest,  for  here  all  were  enabled  to  study  the  Prothonotary  Warblers 
nesting  and  singing,  and  to  study  other  swamp  birds  as  well. 

Mr.  Martin  Schmitt  gave  us  permission  to  explore  his  territory,  for 
wrhich  we  are  very  grateful.  Especially  interesting  to  the  local  group 
was  the  opportunity  to  explore  an  entirely  new  swamp  area  owned  by 
Dr.  L.  A.  Stafford  of  Buffalo.  He  graciously  granted  us  permission 
and  put  his  boats  and  other  facilities  at  our  disposal  for  the  day. 

This  area  almost  adjoins  the  Martin  Schmitt  area,  and  lies  to  the 
northeast  of  it.  Although  it  has  been  dammed  only  a  year,  it  already 
contains  many  swamp  and  marsh  birds  undoubtedly  nesting.  By  next  year, 
it  should  be  very  rich  in  bird  life  and  an  unrivalled  territory  for 
lucrative  study.  The  group  thanks  Dr.  Stafford  for  his  kindness, 
interest,  and  cooperation. 

A  group  of  shore  birds,  mostly  Semi-palmated  Sandpiper,  but  contain¬ 
ing  three  V/hite-rumped  Sandpipers,  interested  many.  Many  observers, 
for  the  first  time  this  year^.  enjoyed  the  opportunity  of  studying  the 
Short-billed  Marsh  Wrens  in  a  territory  near  the  Beadle  Farm. 

On  Mondav,  Mr.  Thorp  snd  Mr.  Ruder t  stayed  over  to  visit  the 
Canadian  Shore  with  Mr.  Mitchell,  and  a  number  of  shorebirds, . includ¬ 
ing  Knot  and  Greater  Yellowlegs,  were  seen,  also  2  orchard  Orioles 
at  Rock  House  Point. 

All  in  all,  the  only  regret  we  feel  is  that  more  did  not  come . from 
other  districts,  especially  from  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and  W.  Virginia. 

If  those  who  did  come,  enjoyed  ;the  trip,  possibly  we  may .expect  more 
next  time.  Among  the  out-of-town  guests  were  the  following: 

Mr.  Dale  Rudert,  Saxonburg,  Pa.;  Mr.  George  B.  Thorp,  Carnegie  Inst, 
of  Tech.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  Mrc  Grant  M.  Cook,  Youngstown,  Ohio; 

Mr.  Vincent  P.  McLaughlin,  Youngstown,  Ohio;  Mr.  and  Mrs.A.M. 
Heydeweiler,  Rochester,  N.  Y. ;  Mr*  and  Mrs.  J.  J.  Palmer,  Erie,  Pa. 

Mr .  and  Mrs.  G.  P.  Van  Eseltine,  Geneva,  N.  Y.  ;  Mr.  .bred  Hazelton, 

LeRoy,  New  York. 
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The  following  composite  check  list"  for"  one  three  days  will  give  a 
'•Tear  picture  of  the  birds  to  be  seen  along  the  Lake  Shore  and  at 
r;ak  Orchard  at  this  time  of  year,  after  the  migration  peak  has 
definitely  passed: 

Loon  3  on  28th;  Pied-billed  Grebe,  Gr.  Blue  Heron,  Green  Heron, 

Bo  cr.  Night  Heron,  Amer.  Bittern,  Least  Bittern,  Common  Mallard, 

Common  Black  Duck,  Pintail,  Green-w.  Teal,  Shoveller,  hood  Duck, 

Lesser  Scaup,  Red-br.  Merganser,  Turkey  Vulture,  Sharp-shinned  Hawk, 
Cooper1 s  Hawk,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  Marsh  Hawk, 

Pigeon  Hawk,  Sparrow  Hawk,  Ring-n.  Pheasant,  Virginia  Rail,  Sora  Rail, 
Florida  Gallinule,  Coot,  Piping  Plover,  Semi-palm,  Plover,  Killdeer, 
Black-bellied  Plover,  Ruddy  Turnstone,  Wilson1 s  Snipe,  Hudsonian 
Curlew,  Upland  Plover,  Spotted  Sandpiper,  Greater  Yellow-legs  2; 

Knot  1;  White -rumped  Sandpiper  3;  Least  Sandpiper,  Red -backed  Sandpiper, 
Semi-pm.  Sandpiper,  Herring  Gull,  Ring-b.  Gull,  Bonaparte 's  Gull, 

Common  Tern,  Black  Tern,  Rock  Dove,  Mourning  Dove,  Yellow-b.  Cuckoo, 
Black-b.  Cuckoo,  Barred  Owl,  NIghthawk,  Chimney  Swift,  Ruby-thr .Hum- 
ingbird.  Belted  Kingfisher,  Flicker,  Red-bellied  Woodpecker, 

Red-headed  Woodpecker,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Kingbird, 
Crested  Flycatcher,  Phoebe,  Alder  Flycatcher,  Least  Flycatcher, 

Wood  Pewee,  Praire  Horned  Lark,  Tree  Swallow,  Bank  Swallow,  Rough-w. 
Swallow,  Barn  Swallow,  Cliff  Swallow,  Purple  Martin,  Blue  Jay,  Crow, 
Black-c.  Chickadee,  Tufted  Titmouse,  White-br.  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper, 
House  Wren,  Prairie  Marsh  Wren,  Short-b.  Marsh  Wren,  Catbird, 

Brown  Thrasher,  Robin,  Wood  Thrush,  Olive-b.  Thrush,  Gray-ch.  Thrush, 
Veery,  Bluebird,  Cedar  Waxwing,  Starling,  Yellow-thr.  Vireo,  Red-eyed 
Vireo,  Warbling  Vireo,  Black-White  Warbler,  Prothonotary  Warbler, 
Golden-winged  Warbler,  Yellow  Warbler,  Magnolia  Warbler,  B1 . -thr. Green 
Warbler,  Cerulean  Warbler,  Blackburnian  Warbler,  Chestnut -s.  Warbler 
Blackpoll  Warbler,  Ovenbird,  Nor.  Water-tThrush,  Mourning  Warbler, 

N.  Yellow-throat,  Hooded  Warbler,  Canada  Warbler,  Redstart, 

English  Sparrow,  Bobolink,  Meadowlark,  Redwing,  Orchard  Oriole, 
Baltimore  Oriole,  Bronzed  Grackle,  Cowbird,  Scarlet  Tanager, 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak,  Indigo  Bunting,  Goldfinch,  Red-eyed  Towhee, 

Savannah  Sparrow,  Grasshopper  Sparrow,  Henslow's  Sparrow,  Vesper 
Sparrow,  Slate-col.  Junco,  Chipping  Sparrow,  Field  Sparrow,  Swamp 
Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow,  Lapland  Longspur  1  on  28th  at  Rock  House  pt.Ont. 

Total  138  Species. 

R.  M.  Verrill 

The  weekend  of  October  8  and  9  has  tentatively  been  decided  upon.es 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Pyma tuning  Group  at  the  Pymatuning  Reservoir, 
near  Linesville,  Pa.  Put  these  dates  on  your  calender  now.1 

notes' 

During  May,  203  species  were  observed  by  members  of  the  society, 

64  being  new  for  the  year,  compared  with  203  species,  80  new. for  the 
year  in  1937.  The  year's  total  on  May  31,  stood  at  227  species 
compared  with  230  last  year. 
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We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  G.  P.  Van  Eseltine  for  the  record  of  the 
Spring  Census  at  Potter  Swamp  and  vicinity  on  May  15  by  members  of  the 
Eaton  Bird  Club.  90  Species  were  recorded  at  the  Swamp  alone,  and 
153  species  in  all.  Among  the  most  noteworthy  records  were;  Holboell’s 
and  Horned  Grebe,  Double-crested  Cormorant,  Shoveller,  Ring-necked 
Duck,  Broad-winged  Hawk,  Red -bellied  Woodpecker,  yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker,  Winter  Wren,  Short-billed  Marsh  Wren,  Blue-gray  Gnstcatcher, 
Pipit,  Golden-winged  Warbler,  Rusty  Blackbird,  Red  Crossbill  and 
Lincoln’s  S  parrow.  The  day  was  very  rainy,  making  observation 
difficult . 

In  the  "Redstart"  (June,  1938),  Mr.  Harold  J.  Bergner  mentions  an 
unusual  scarcity  of  Warblers  during  the  spring  migration  in  West 
Virginia.  Such  ordinarily  common  migrants  as  the  Black-throated  Green 
and  Chestnut-sided  Warblers  were  not  recorded  by  many  keen  observers 
there,  while  a  few  recorded  only  one  of  the  above  mentioned  species, 
and  very  few  individuals  in  all. 

Mrs.  Putnam  of  Predonia  gave  a  talk  on  birds  before  an  audience  of 
about  600  at  Dunkirk  High  School  on  May  16. 

At  the  base  of  Long  Point,  Ontario,  west  of  Port  Rowan,  on  May  21, 

Mr.  E.  A.  Eames  reported  Prothonotary  Warbler  and  Blue-gray  Gnatcat’r. 

In  early  May,  a  Great  White  Heron  was  seen  at  Pymatuning  Reservoir, 
and  collected  by  Mr.  Oudette.  The  specimen  will  be  placed  in  the 
museum  near  Linesville,  Pa. 

Mr.  Edson  of  the  Burroughs -Audubon  Mature  Club,  Rochester,  reports 
a  Dowitcher  for  week  ending  June  3.  A  week  later  a  pair  of  Common 
Loons  were  recorded,  which,  according  to  Mr.  Edson’ s  reports  is  close 
to  a  month  later  than  he  has  ever  recorded  it  in  the  past  25  j^ears. 

Late  May  reports  include  Osprey,  European  Widgeon,  and  Canada  Goose. 

Nesting  records  of  Cardinals  from  Mount  Morris  are  reported  by 
Dr.  Gorden  Meade.  A  friend  of  his.  Dr.  Carl  Merkel,  made  the 
observations,  but  wrote  that  the  two  nests  he  observed  were  unsuccess¬ 
ful.  As  Dr.  Meade  states,  this  is  further  proof  of  the  northward 
invasion  of  this  Carolinian  bird.  Dr.  Meade  is  now  at  the  Strong 
Memorial  Hospital,  260  Critt.enden  E3lvd . ,  Rochester,  New  York. 

”The  Chat”,  bird  bulletin  of  the  Toronto  Ornithological  Field  Group, 
presented  a  new  appearance  with  its  March-April  number.  It  is  most 
attractive  with  its  gray  covers.  Harbored  within  these  covers  are 
some  very  informative  articles.  P.  Mowatt's  review  on  the,  "Waders 
at  Saskatoon, "  was  very  enlightening,  in  that  return  dates  for  spring 
were  given.  In  view  of  these  dates,  one  can  quickly  grasp  how 
important  the  Mississippi  flyway  is.  Most  of  the  dates  for*  Saskatoon 
were  a  week  or  so  earlier  than  in  our  territory.  "Resume7  of  Toronto 
Winter  Records,"  shows  that  Bohemian  Waxwings,  Saw-what  owls. and. 
Hudsonian  Chickadees  were  observed  this  past  winter  in  the  vicinity 
of  Toronto.  A  very  creditable  article  was  written  by  J.  M.  Speis 
on  the,  "Abundance  of  sparrows  in  Toronto  Region."  This  report  is  so 
thorough  that  it  has  been  divided  into  2  sections,  the  first  of  which 
appeared  in  the  present  issue.  In  analyzing  a  mimeographed  bulletin 
such  as  "The  Chat, "  one  is  greatly  impressed  with  the  wealth  of  in¬ 
formation  contained  therein. 


Winston  Brockner 
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MEETING  OF  JUNE  8.  1938 


F°r  the  first  outdoor  picnic  meeting  of  the  season,  we  chose  the 
shore  of  Sherkston.  A  cold  wind  hindered,  but  did  not  spoil  a  very 
agreeable  meeting.  p  * 

,A. Solitary  Sandpiper  (L)  some  Ruddy  Turnstones  (L)  a  pair  of 
wiping  Pl°ver,  a  flock  of  Semi -palmated  Sandpiper  (L),  Killdeer  and 
Shotted  Sandpipers  and  one  Black-bellied  Plover  (L)  comprised  the 
list  of  shore-birds. 

At  the  meeting.  Miss  Ada  Stanley,  Mr.  Boydlr'eland,  Mr.  Knight  t 
Jameson,  Jr.  Mrs.  Howard  C.  Smith,  Miss  Sarah  Knigh,  Dr.  A.  D. 

Hennessey,  and  Mr.  Edward  G.  Messing  were  voted  into  the  organization 
as  associate  members. 

Alice  Ulrich 


FUTURE  EVENTS 


MEETING : 

June  22  -  Chestnut  Ridge  Picnic  Supper  -  Leave  City  Hall, 

Buffalo,  Delaware  Ave . ,  side  at  5:00  p.m. 

Meet  Pavilion,  Chestnut  Ridge  Park  6:00  p.m. 

There  will  be  no  meetings  in  July  or  August. 

FIELD  TRIPS: 

June  26:  Gull  Island,  C.  S.  Beardslee,  Leader,  Tel:  RI-4818 
Leave  Busti  Av.  entrance  Peace  Bridge  8;00  a.m. 

Take  lunch.  Arrive  Port  Maitland,  Ont.  about  9:30a.m. 
where  boat  will  leave  for  Gull  Is.  Notify  Clark 
Beardslee  if  you  wish  to  take  this  trip,  so 
arrangements  can  be  made  for  boat.  If  weather 
causes  postponement,  trip  will  be  held  July  3  at 
same  hour. 

July  24  -Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie: 

Tom  Kelly,  Leader,  Tel.  RI-2160 

Leave  Busti  Av.  entrance  peace  Bridge  7:30  a.m. 

Bring  lunch  and  bathing  suit. 

EDITOR’S  NOTE 
— 

Subscription:  50^  per  year,  payable  to  treasurer.  Subscribers  to 

whom  the  Prothonotary  must  be  mailed  are  requested  to  contribute 

25^  extra  to  cover  mailing  expense. 

Please  send  in  your  notes  for  the  next  issue  by  July  10,  1938. 

Editor:  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Ave.,  Buffalo,  New  York 

Business  Manager:  Mrs.  George  Kratzer,  140  Wardmen  Rd.,Kenmore,  N.Y. 

Treasurer:  Miss  Bertha  Schwenger ,  526  Delaware  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

0FFfCERS~l^rTHE  BUFFALO" ~0RN  IT  HO  LOG  I  CAL  SOCIETY 

Honorary  President  -  James  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Buffalo, N.Y. 

President  -  Alfred  D.  Lander,  175  Saranac  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

V.  President  -  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield,  44  W ingate  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Secretary  -  Mrs.  E.  C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Statisticians-  Clark  S.  Beardslee  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell 
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THE  MONTH 


June  temperatures  averaged  less  than  one  degree  above  normal,  with 
June  5th  low  at  62^,  and  June  15th  high  at  84^ ,  Precipitation  was 
above  one-half  inch  less  than  normal.  On  only  one  day,  the  7th, 
was  there  any  high  wind,  a  velocity  of  59  mi.  per  hr. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Double-crested  Cormorant 
Canada  Goose 
King  Rail 

Black-bellied  Plover 
Hudsonian  Curlew 
Upland  Plover 
Lesser  Yellowlegs 
Least  Sandpiper 
Dowitcher 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper  2 
Caspian  Tern 
Black  Tern 

Blackburnian  Warbler 
Whippoorwill 
Yellow-throated  Viree 
> Black  and  White  Warbler 
Blackburnian  Warbler 
Yellow  Breasted  Chat 
Northern  Yellow-throat 
White-throated  Sparrow 


June  14  (L) 
June  7  (L) 
June  18  (P) 
July  17  F) 
July  9  (F) 
June  29 
July  3  (F } 
July  3  (F 
July  17  (F) 
July  12 
July  10 
July  8 
May  1  (F) 
June  23 
May  2  ( F ) 
April  27  (F) 
May  1  (F) 
June  12,  13 
May  2  ( F ) 

June  10  (L) 


Niagara  Falls  (Bourne) 
Lyndonville  (Smith) 

Oak  Orchard  (Eckler) 

Rockhouse Pt .Ont •  (Eames) 

Pt •  Abino,  Ont.  (Jameson) 
Sardinia  (Savage) 

Mohawk  Is .  Ont • ( 4  members ) 
Hamburg  ( Bourne ) 

Pt .  Abino  (Jameson) 

Ft.  Erie  Ont.  (Savage) 

Pt .  Abino,  Ont . (Jameson ) 
Strawberry  Is.  (Tilley) 

Chestnut  Ridge  (Bourne) 

Oak  Orchard  (Eckler) 

Chestnut  Ridge  (Bourne) 

Forest  Lawn  (Kelly, Mansf ield ) 

Chestnut  Ridge  (Bourne) 

&  July  3  Hamburg  (Bourne) 
Chestnut  Ridge  (Bourne) 
Lyndonville  (Smith) 


NOTES 


In  June,  1938  -  143  spocies  were  reported  with  2  now  for  tho  year, 
compared  with  117  species  in  1937,  1  boinganew  record  for  the  year. 

A  Snowy  Owl,  with  broken  wing  was  captured  on  a  farm  in  Wales ^ 

July  29,  1938  and  was  brought  to  Mr.  J.  A.  Creighton,  who  took  it  to 
the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  This  is  the  first  midsummer  record  for 
the  territory.  The  live  Snowy  Owl  is  worth  a  special  trip  to  the 
Museum  by  all  of  our  members. 


* .  >■>  v 

■ 


il 


. 


\  •  . 

. 


•  ••••*  .  •  • 


•  ■ . 


_ 


.  •  '  • 


*  * 


-<  A  ||V  .<  1 


•  i  '■  -  '  XL  ■  • 

.<  ..-'V  - 


■ 

V  ■  '  i  . 


■  ■■ 


.  .  ,1  , 


'  • 


v..  .  r/i  .  j  •" 1  '* 


+  *  *  4  •  *  .  ■ 

\  •  .  :  b  ^  t 


•  .  .  •-  «  •* 


*  -  •  u  . 

» 


* 


( 


.  * 


. 


(■; 

•I  Oiiifi*  - 

t  ) 

.  1 

;>  '• 

. 

'•  ■:  ■■  ' 

r  } 

• 

•  ; 

'  *  :  ’ 

% 

'  1  4  '• 

■  J 

'  -  -  >  *"-r  *"rT  ' 

IJ'. 

> 

• 

;;  .is  ' 

■i  •  f-  • x  •' 

■  V 

-  ,  r,( 

..or  ‘  -ti 

.  loo:  ,  X  XX'  :'{ 

o 

;;  o'y  ■ 

■ 

'  .  ..  '  •  •  ■  . 

;:ar  .  r.. 


f.  ''  .  .  v 

: 

r  I*  .  ;;  / 1  *i 

i 

'.a 

‘ 

he  ^i  v  . .  ; 


•  •  *►  v 


.  ■  ' 

. 

.  / 

r  •  - 

' 

' 


•  • 


• 

NESTING  RECORDS 


Great  Blue  Heron: 
Green  Heron: 


Legend  -  Y-Young,  N-nest,  E-egg,  0.0. -Oak  Orchard  Swamp 

Pied-billed  Grebe:  May  22  N,  0.0.  (Eckler) 

June  12,  16  &  19  Y  out  of  N,  0.0.  (Eckler) 

July  2  N,  7E,  Rattlesnake  Is.  Marsh,  Tonawanda 
also  3  old  N  &  1  with  broken  E  shells 
(Herndon  &  Tilley) 

May  3,60  N,  Grand  Island  (Brockner) 

all  in  marsh,  5  to  8  ft.  above  water,  near 
foot  of  Sheridan  Drive,  Tonawanda 
(Herndon,  Tilley) 

N-4E,  June  18  &  25,  4  Y  July  2 
N-3E,  3Y,  June  8  -  6  Y  June  25  &  July  2 
N-4E,  June  25,  IE,  3Y  July  2 
N-4Y  out  of  nest  -  July  2- 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron:  June  18,  270  N,  1  had  6  E,  Most  nearly  full 

grownY,Grand  Island;  July  2,  308  N  Most  of  this 
species  in  another  wood  nearby.  (Herndon, Tilley ) 
About  May  12  -  Small  colony  nesting 
W.  Seneca  (  Strang),  also  June  7,&  July  5,  Y  inN 

(James ) 

American  Bittern  -  May  15,  N,  Sandusky,  N.  Y.  (Croighton) 


Least  Bittern: 


May  22,  N  5E,  May  23-  3E,  2Y,  May  28  4  Y  0.0. 

(Creighton,  Eckler) 

June  12,  2  N,  5E  each  0.0.  (Eckler) 

Following  are  all  in  Rattle  Snake  Island  Marsh 

Tonaw  anda  (Herndon  &  Tilley) 
5  eggs,  l-l/2 1  from  water  June  25 


2 

5 

2 


N 

Y 

N 

N 

N 

N 


of  one  seen 
6  E  each 

Y  . 

Y  . 

Y,  3  out 


3 
2 

4 
3 


July 

July 

July 

July 

July 


2 

2 

2 

2 

2 


Common  Black  Duck 


Pintail: 

Blue-winged  Teal: 

Shoveller : 

Wood  Duck: 

Turkey  Vulture : 

Red-tailed  Hawk: 


Marsh  Hawk: 


Sparrow  Hawk: 


Y  were  seen  around  the  marsh  quite  far  from 
any  known  nest,  the  same  day. 

April  28  N  10  E  0.0.  (Fisher,  Eckler) 

May  8  2  broods  Y,  June  12  brood  Y  0.0.  (Eckler) 
May  30  N  7  E  Batavia  (Pixley) 

June  25  8  Y  Pt.  Abino,  Ont.  (Jameson) 

July  ' 3  Brood  of  Y  Mohawk  Is.  Ont.  (4  members) 

May  23  N  15  E,  June  2  N  13  also  broods  of  8  Y  &12Y 
June  4,  11  Y,  June  12  &  19  Broods  Y,  0.0.  (Eckler) 
July  18,  4  Y  about  6  weeks  old  0.0.  (Mitchell) 

June  4,  Brood  10  Y,  00,  June  12  &  19,  Y  00  (Ekler) 
June  18,  2  Y  out  of  N  00  (Jameson) 

June  20,  N  2E  In  hollow  log,  Lyndonville,N.Y. (Smith) 
March  10,  N  Grand  Island  (Eames ) 

April  24,  2  N  Holland  (Verrill 
June  1,  Y  So.  Wales  (James) 

May  9,  N,  5E  May  31  8E  East  Concord  Bog  in  clump 
of  ’’Leather  Leaf”,  1  Ft.  above  bog  surface 

(James ) 

May  15,  N,  5E  00  (Ulrich,  Verrill,  Wander) 

May  30,  N,  4Y  about  2  days  old,  Batavia  (Pixley) 

55  June  12,  Y  out  of  N  ,  00  (Beadle) 


<1 


Ruffed  Grouse: 


June  3  Y 
June  27, 


Bob-white  e 
Ring-n.  Pheasant: 


Virginia  Rail: 
Florida  Gallinule: 


Piping  Plover: 
Killdeer : 


June  11, 
May  7 , 
May  9 
May  10, 
May  22, 
May  28, 
May  30, 
May  22, 
May  28, 
May  30, 
July  18, 
May  15, 
April  12, 
April  21, 


May 

23, 

May 

25, 

June 

6, 

June 

12, 

Woodcock: 

May 

20, 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

:  June 

9, 

June 

3, 

12, 

June 

19, 

June 

25, 

Common  Tern: 

July 

3, 

Mourning  Dove: 

April 

24, 

April 

29, 

May  19 
June  11, 


June  20, 
June  25, 


July  2, 

Black-billed  Cuckoo  Junel6, 
Screech  Owl:  May  29, 

Great  Horned  Owl:  Feb. 27, 

March  12, 
March  26, 


Barred  Owl: 


April  19, 
April  24, 
April  2, 


Springville  (Brockner,  Somerside) 

7  Y,  June  29  -  15  Y  So.  Wales  (Pratt, 

James ) 

N  22  E,  Lyndonville  (Smith) 

N  10  E,  00  (Eckler ) 

N  19  E,  00  (V.  Schmitt,  Eckler) 

N  &  E,  Lyndonville  (Smith) 

N  10  E,  00  (Eckler) 

Y  just  out  of  N  00  (several  members) 

June  13  &  19,  Y  out  of  N,  00  (Eckler) 

2  N,  12  E  and  7  E,  00  (Eckler) 

1  N,  8E,  2N  10  E,  IN  12  E,  00  (Eckler) 

N  10  E,  June  19  Y  out  of  N,  00  (Eckler) 

Y  about  1  week  old,  00  (Mitchell) 

N  4E  Shirkston,  Ont.(Cobb,  Kelly, Mansf ie^d ) 

N  IE  South  Wales  (Juliet  Pratt,  James) 

N  3E  (April  22,  4  E)  Lyndonville  (Smith) 

N  4E  Elmlawn  Cemetary  (Beardslee) 

N  4E  -  All  E  hatched  May  16  between 

10:30  AM  &  5 s30  PM  00  (Eckler) 

N  3Y  00  (Eckler) 

N  3E  Batavia  (Pixley) 

N  4E  City  Hospital  Grounds , Buffalo (Brockner ) 
N  4E  Lyndonville  (Smith) 

Y  Grand  Island  (James) 

N  IE  3Y  Hamburg  (Bourne) 

N  3E,  June  4,  432,  Lyndonville  (Smith) 

N  4  E,  "  " 

Y  out  of  N  00  (Eckler) 

N  4E  on  sand  near  Rattlesnake  Is.  Marsh, 
Tonawanda,  N  empty  July  2  (Herndon, Tilley ) 
Estimated  1000  N  with  1  to  3  E  and  Y  in  all 
stages  of  growth  -  Mohawk  Is.0nt.(4  members) 

2  N  2E  each  Cedar  Bay,  Ont .  (Beecher) 

N  2E  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

over  12  other  N  reported,  of  especial 
interest  were: 

N  2E  N  made  entirely  of  clay  slalks  of 
pennyroyal  -  So.  "Wales  (James) 

N  2E  Hampton  Brook  -  in  old  Robin's  N 

(Brockner ) 

N  IE  1Y  Hamburg, in  old  Robin's  N” (Bourne) 

N  2E  1  ft.  from  water,  July  2  Y  left  N 
Tonawanda  (Herndon,  Tilley) 

N  2E  Tonawanda  (Herndon,  Tilley) 

N  3E  3Y  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

Y  out  of  N  (Eames) 

N  Childs,  N.Y.  (W.  A.  Smith) 

N  IE  1Y  Kent,  N  Y  (W.  A.  Smith) 

N  2c  Y,  May  3,  leaving  N,  Grand  Is. 

(Beardslee,  Herndon) 

2  Y  taken  from  N,  hatched  about  March  10 
Pike  (Brockner,  Brown) 

N  3Y,  Y  left.  May  8  So.  Wales  (E. Pratt, 

James ) 

3Y,  May  28  1Y  still  in  N 


April  16, 
May  20, 


. 


June  3, 


N  3E,  May  1 
00  (Eckler) 

N  3E,  May  9  3Y  00 (Eckler) 

Y  out  of  N  Batavia  (Pixley) 

2  Y  Springville  (Brockner,  Somerside) 
2 


Long-eared  Owl:  April  13  N  Lincoln  Park  (Brockner,  Somers ide) 

April  27, N  "  May  8  2  Y  in  1  N  (Kelly) 

Pelted  Kingfisher:  May  13,  N  00  (Eckler) 
x\t„  Flicker:  May  14 'N  00  (Eckler) 

May  7,  N  Chestnut  Ridge  Park,  May  8,  N  Holland 

(Verrill ) 

May  15,  N  Leroy  (Haze  It  on)  2  N  Grand  Is.  (A. Ulrich) 
Red-headed  Woodpecker:  June  18  Feeding  Y  Hamburg  (Bourne) 

E.  Kingbird:  May  22,  N  5E,  May  23  3  E,  2  Y,  May  28  4Y  00 (Eckler) 

May  30,  2N,  2E  &  3  E  June  4  N  2E,  June  5  N2E  00  " 

June  8,  N  Irving  (Beardslee) 

June  16,  N  4E  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

July  8,  N,3'E  Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  (Tilley) 

N.  Crested  Flycatcher:  May  30  N,  6E  Snakeskin  In  N  June  18,  6  Y  00 
Hl;  (Eckler) 

June  1,  N  started,  driven  away  by  Kingbirds ; 

after  Kingbirds  N  removed  Crested  F. 
built  again  June  12,  June  18  4  E  July  4  and 
July  10  4  Y, 

July  15,  N  empty  00  (Eckler) 

June  .5,  N  4E;June  18  N  4E,  June  19  4Y  00  (Eckler) 
June  15,  N  4E  So.  Wales  (Roger  Pratt,  James) 

E.  Phoebe:  April  27,  N  IE,  April  30  4E,  May  18  hatched, 

June  6  Y  left  N,  June  19  2nd  brood  3E 
(Hazelton)  Phoebes  have  nested  on  this  site 
almost  continuously  for  80  years. 

May  3,  2  N  3E  &  4E  So.  Wales  (Priscilla  Pratt) 

N  4E,  May  4  5E  So.  Wales  (Esther  Pratt) 

May  4,  N  &  E  Wales  Center  (Ed.  Avery) 

May  13,  N  3Y,  May  28  N  00  (Eckler) 

May  15,  N  3E,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

June  20,  feeding  2  Y  Cowbirds  out  of  N  Hamburg ( Bourne ) 
Alder  Flycatcher:  June  12  N  3E 'Lyndonville  (Smith) 

June  19  N  3E,  July  7  Y  loft  N  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

Wood  Pewoc:  June  22,  N  &  Y  Orchard  Park  (Winship) 

July  3,  N  &  Y  Long  Beach  Ont  (Ulrich) 

Prairie  Horned  Lark:  May  4,  N  3E' Nichols  School,  Buffalo  (Verrill) 

May  9,  N  IE,  May  11  2E,  1  Cowbird?s  E, Lyndonville 

(Smith ) 

May  18,  N  4E  Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

June  6,  N  4Y  Centenial  Pk,  Buffalo  (Donald  B  in) 

June '13,  N  IE,  3Y  Lyndonville  (Smith) 

Tree  Swallow:  May  81  finished  May  21  5E,  May  23  7  E  Y  in  N  6/l3 

June  18,  N  empty  00  (Eckler) 

May  21,  6  E  Y  May  31,  June  18  last  Y  left  N  00 

(Eckler ) 

May  22,  N  5E;  May  30  N  5E  Y  in  N  as  late  as  July  17 

00  (Eckler) 

June  18,  N  in  spile  over  E.  River,  Grand  Is. 

(Herndon,  Tilley) 

Juno  26,  N  IE,  June  30  3E,  July  10  Sc  17  3  Y  OO(Eckler) 
Nesting  records  continued  In  August  issue. 

Please  send  additional  no3ting  records  to  Harold  D.  Mitchell. 
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ROCKHOUSE  POINT  TERN  COLONY 


Lake  Erie  lies  on  a  bed  of  limestone,  a  former  ocean  bottom  of  the 
carboniferous  era.  Sandy  and  gravel  beaches  and  clay-banks,  for  the 
most  part,  now  form  the  southern  shore-line  of  the  Ontario  Peninsula 
on  Lake  Erie.  At  regular  intervals,  however,  the  old  rocks  project 
upward  into  shelves,  and  in  ono  place  near  tho  Grand  River,  they  form 
an  island  about  a  mile  from  tho  mainland. 

On  this  island  about  12  acres  in  area,  the  Canadian  government  has 
erected  a  light-house.  Formerly  a  Keeper  remained  hero  during  the 
navigation  season,  but  now  the  lights  oporato  automatically  by  gas. 

Common  terns  use  this  island  as  a  nesting  site.  Hore  during  tho 
breeding  season,  in  lato  Juno  and  early  July,  theso  birds  take  complete 
possession. 

On  the  third  of  July,  thousands  of  terns  still  tended  their  nests. 

Eggs  new  onough  to  bo  freshly  colored,  eggs  soiled  by  incubation  and 
weather,  eggs  addled,  eggs  broken,  and  ogg3  pipped,  young  emerging 
from  tho  shell,  young  too  woak  to  move,  some  able  to  run,  some  able  to 
use  their  wings,  and  on  tho  shore,  young  as  big  as  adults  clamoring 
for  food:  here  on  this  island  was  the  whole  life  cycle  of  the  tern 
for  observation. 

They  nested  on  the  bare  rocks,  in  the  grass,  in  the  brush,  on  an 
old  rubbish  heap  and  in  two  cases,  adults  appropriated  the  ratting 
wooden  floor  of  an  old  shed  for  nesting  sites.  At  no  time  was  there 
much  semblance  of  a  nest,  merely  a  few  grasses  and  twigs  gathered 
together. 

Most  occupied  nests  were  on  the  north  side  away  from  the  lake  and  in 
the  center  of  tho  island.  One  area,  tho  stormy  sido  toward  tho  lake, 
had  a  great  number  of  abandoned  nests. 

Amid  such  abundanco  of  lifo,  the  mortality,  of  tho  species  was  also 
apparent.  Unhatched  eggs,  dead  downy  young  and  bodies  of  birds  in  all 
stages  of  development  lay  about,  especially  in  the  before  mentioned 
area. 

Soveral  thousand  adult  birds  hovered  overhead  or  lined  the  rocks  on 
the  shore.  On  the  basis  of  mature  birds,  the  island  harbored  800  to 
1000  nests.  At  the  places  of  greatest  density,  three  or  four  feet 
separated  the  nests,  and  to  tread  here  without  caution  meant  crushed 
birds  of  broken  eggs.  The  nests  thinned  until  at  places,  ten  or  more 
feet  would  separate  the  nests. 

Adults  carrying  food  and  others  traveling  light  in  the  opposite 
direction  marked  the  boat  course  to  the  island.  With  tr-r-r-rs, 
with  swish  of  wings,  with  sweeping,  the  wheeling  and  milling  birds  met 
the  boat  at  landing  and  continued  to  protest  the  intrusion  and 
underfoot  lay  the  development  from  nest  to  adulthood  of  the  common  tern. 


E.  C.  Ulrich 


NOTES  continued 
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NOTES  continued 


On  May  6,  T.  L.  Bourne  reports  a  Torn*  at  Niagara  Palls,  with  all 
black  bill,  unusually  long  tail  and  very  light  mantle,  which  ho 
believes  was 'a  Roseate  Tern. 

AtCuriiers,  N.  Y.  on  April  27  Orville  Bush  reported  to  Mabel  H. 

James  a  record  of  a  Catbird,  unusually  early. 

Bob  Wells  reports  an  orange-colored  Scarlet  Tanager  May  7  at  Emery  Pk. 

MEETING  OF  JUNE  22." 1958 

The  meeting  of  Juno  22nd  at  Chestnut  Ridge  Park,  was  well  attended* 
Under  very  favorable  conditions  wc,  as  a  group,  enjoyed  these  things 
which  underlie  our  bird  activities,  birds  at  home  in  their  habitat,  a 
Scar let  Tanager  reflecting  the  setting  sun  and  in  tho  underbrush  a 
hooded  warbler  feeding  its  young. 

A.  E.  Ulrich 


FUTURE  EVENTS: 


September  14,  1938  -  The  first  meeting  of  the  fall  will 

be  held  in  Beaver  Island  Park, 
Grand  Island 


FIELD  TRIP: 

August  28,  1938  -  Trip  to  Hamilton,  Ontario,  Shorebirds, 

Phalaropes,  rare  gulls,  etc. 

Leaders:  Mr.  and  Mrs •  E.  C.  Ulrich 
Meet  at  Peace  Bridge,  American  side 
at  8:00  A.M.  Bring  lunch. 


EDITOR »S  NOTE 

Commencing  with  this  issue,  Mr.  Edward  C.  Ulrich  will  assume  the 
duties  of  Editor  of  the  Prothonotary .  Mr.  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  who 
has  edited  this  journal  since  its  first  issue,  will  continue  to  aid 
in  compiling  the  records. 

Please  continue  to  send  your  reports  of  observations  and  nesting 
records  to  Mr.  Mitchell,  but  submit  other  notes  and  articles  for 
publication  to  Mr.  Ulrich. 

Please  send  in  notes  on  observations  and  additional  nesting  records 
by  September  8,  1938. 

Editor:  E.  C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York 
Business  Manager:  Mrs.  George  Kratzer,  140  .Yardman  Road,Kenmorc,  N.  Y. 
Treasurer:  Miss  Bertha  Schwenger,  526  Delaware  Avo.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 

Honorary  President  -  James  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 
President  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Avo.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

V.  President  -  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Avo.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Lloyd  Mansfield,  44  Wingate  Avc . , Buff alo,  N.  Y. 

Secretary  -  Mrs.  E.  C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Statisticians-  Clark  S.  Beardslec  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell 


6 


. 


■w  /fts  « ; ! : 


v 


. 


' 


«  -  > 


* 


*. 


;  l  lA  • 


I  Si  |J>I 


4 


V  * 


. 


.  . 


-H# 


'  * 


•.  « 


F¥ 


not ntr  are 


Volume  IV 
Number  8 


Published  monthly 


THE  MONTH 
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al  Society 


July  temperatures  averaged  nearly  2  degrees  above  normal  with,  a 
low  of  55°  on  the  3rd  and  a  high  of  87°  on  the  7th.  Precipitation 
was  about  1  inch  below  normal.  There  were  no  high  winds  during  the 
month.  The  July  shore-bird  migration  was  about  normal,  but  some 
species  were  recorded  somewhat  earlier  than  usual. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


American  Egret  -  July  24  Lake  Leroy  ( T.  M.  Kelly,  Hazelton) 

Amer.  Merganser-  A  few  seen  all  summer  at  Niagara  Palls  (Mitchell) 
Red-br.  Merganser  1  July  24,  Morgan1 s  Point,  Ont .(5  members) 

several  at  Long  Beach,  Ont.  in  early 
Augu  s  t  ( Bourne ) 

July  30  Sturgeon  Point  (Kuehling) 

Aug.  5  Pt.  Erie,  Ont.  (Savage) 

July  25  (F)  Chasing  pigeons  near  City  Hall, 
Buffalo  ( Bourne ) 

Semi-palmated  Plover  1  July  16  (E)  Long  Beach,  Ont.  (Bourne) 

(F)  Long  Beach, Ont.  (Bourne) 

Ont.  (Savage) 


Bald  Eagle 
Duck  Hawk 


Ruddy  Turnstone 

5 

1  Aug.  5 

2  Aug.  9 
5  July  23 

16 
24 
26 
15 

White -rump ed  Sandpiper  Aug.  2 

Aug .11 

Baird's  Sandpiper 
Dowitcher 


Hudsonian  Curlew 

Solitary  Sandpiper 
Greater  Yellowlegs 


Pectoral  Sandpiper 


2 

2 

3 

1 


Aug  i 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 


July 

July 


16 

24 


Crescent  Beach,  wm,. 

Mohawk  Point,  Ont.  (Wander 
Pt.  Colborne,  Ont.  (Savage 
(F)  Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

Long  Beach,  Ont.  (Bourne) 

Rockhouse  Pt.,  Ont.  (4  members) 

Toad  Hollow  (Seeber) 

(F)  Mohawk  Pt •  Ontf  (Kelly) 

(F)  Long  Beach,  Ont.  (Bourne) 

Rock  House  Pt.  Ont.  (Wander) 

(F)  Long  Beach,  Ont.  (Bourne) 

Erie  Beach,  Ont.  (Ulrich,  Mitchell) 


July  sis  1  Aug.  1;  2>Aug.  12  Long  Beaoh(Bourne) 
Aug.  28(F)  Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  (26  Members) 


Western  Willet 


St ilb -Sandpiper  2  July  24  Rockhouse  Pt.  Ont©  (4  members) 

1  Aug.  2,-3  Long  Beach,  Ont .  (Bourne) 

11  Rockhouse  Pt©,  Ont©  (Wander 
Sanderling  2  July  16  (F)  Long  Beach,  Ont ©( Bourne, ) 

8  July  24  Morgan’s  Point,  Ont.  (  B  members) 

Great  Black-backed  Gull  1  Imm.  Aug.  2  -  Long  Beach,  Ont.  (Bourne) 
Caspian  Tern  2  Aug.  5  Niagara  Falls  (Mitchell) 

Black  Tern  2  July  31 ;  35  Aug.  3  Long  Beach,  Ont©  (Bourne) 

30  Aug.  3  -  200  by  Aug.  11  Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  (Mitchell 
Night hawk  (migrants)  50  Aug. 18  Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  (Frank  X.  Ernst  & 

Judge  Clarence  McGregor) 

Bank  Swallow  500  Aug.  3  Long  Beach, Ont.  (Bourne)  several  killed 

by  cars  while  taking  dust  bath  In  road 
Magnolia  Warbler  Aug.  21  (migrant)  Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  (Savage, Mitchell 

Bav-br.  Warbler-  (F)  Aug.  21  Pt .  Abino,  Ont.  (Savage,  Mitchell) 
Northern  Water-thrush  2  Aug.  22  (migrant)  Ellicott  Creek,  Amherst 

(Mitchell) 

Yellow-br.  Chat  July  20  -  Toad  Hollow  (Seeber) 

Bobolink  Many  at  Rock  House  Pt.Ont.  Aug  11,12  &  21(4  members 

Orchard  Oriole  Adult  Male  Aug.  12  Rock  House  Pt.  Ont.  (Eames 


NESTING  RECORDS 

Legend  Y-Young,  N-Nest,  E-Egg,  0.0. -Oak  Orchard  Swamp 


Continued  from  July  Issues 


Bank  Swallow 
Barn  Swallow 
Cliff  Swallow: 


Purple  Martin 
E.  Crow 

Black-cr.  Chickadee 

White-br.  Nuthatch 
House  Wren 

Prairie  Marsh  Wren 

Short -b.  Marsh  Wren 
Catbird : 


E.  Robin 


June  8  92  N  -  Portland,  N  Y  (Beards lee) 

May  15  Several  N  -  Leroy  (Haze It on) 

May  8  Building  N  -  So.  Wales  (Mitchell) 

May  29  Building  N  -  00  (Herndon,  Mitchell) 

June  23  Nests  being  built  in  new  colony  at 
Springville  (Somerside) 

May  30  Many  Y  in  N  -  Pt  Colborne,Ont . (Smembers ) 
March  25  building  N, March  30  N  &  E  Goat  Is. 

(Beardslee)  several  N  reported 
April  7  to  June  4 
May  8  N  -  Holland  (Verrill) 

May  30  N  -  6E  -  June  18  Y  out  of  N  00  (Eckler) 
April  16  building  N  Grand  Is.  (Beardslee) 

May  21  2  N  Holland  (Verrill) 

May  27  N;  May  30  N  6E;  June  4  2N  00  (Eckler) 

June  18  N  7  Y  -  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

July  8  N  Ft©  Erie,  Ont.  (Tilley) 

June  18  N  23;  June  25  N  4E;  July  2  3N  3E; 

4E  &  4  Y  and  over  20  dummy  N  -  all  in 
Rattlesnake  Is.  Marsh,  Tonawanda  (Herndon, Tilley ) 
May  28  N  00  (several  members) 

June  19  N  00  (Eckler) 

May  30  N  2E,  June  1  E  missing  00  (Eckler) 

June  11  N  4E,  June  25  Y  out  of  N  Pt .  Abino, Ont. 

(Jameson) 

June  19  Y  out  of  N  00  (Eckler) 

July  3  N  1  E,  2  Y  Java  Village  (James) 

Mar. 23  N  4E  in  Catalpa  tree  in  front  of 
98  Baxter  St.  Buffalo  (Tilley) 

1  bird  lived,  1  on  ground  after  thunder  storm, 

1  found  dead  in  N  after  abandoned  by  parents. 
April  18  2  N  Wanakah  (Beardslee) 

"  24  N  2  E,  April  30  4  E  00  (Eckler) 

May  3  Y  nearly  ready  to  leave  N  reported  to 

M.  H.  James 

-  2  - 


■ 


E.  Robin 

Wood  Thrush 

American  Bittern 
Marsh  Hawk 
Bob  White 

Piping  Plover 

Mourning  Dove 


May  11  3 


\r 

1 


r  out 

[tin 


of  N  Batavia,  (Pixley) 
in  N  00  July  17  (Solder) 


June  5  N  3E 
N  3E 
20  4  Y 
4  Y 
N  2 


June 

Juno 

July 


20 

26 


Y  just  out  of 


August  12 


E.  Bluebird 


May  2 


Cedar  Waxwing 
'Migrant  Shrike 


May 
J  une 
August 


Starling  Nests 

Yellow-thr ,Vireo 
Red-eyed  Vireo 
Prothonotary  Warbler 


April  23 


June 

Apr 

May 

June 

May 

May 

June 

May 


Bethany  (Hazel ton) 

Leroy  (Hazelton)  Y  left  N  July 
in  IT  Eo  Concord  Bog  (Janies) 
in  N  E c  Concord  Bog  (James) 

E  Lyndonville  (Smith).  Nest 
completely  arched  over. 

Nested  at  Long  Beach,  Ont 
N  seen  July  31  (Bourne) 

N  2  E  (nest  of  grasses,  resting  partly 
on  fallen  tree  trunk  and  partly  on 
brush  about  2  ft.  from  ground  So .Wales 

(Pricilla  Pratt) 

ERRATA;  the  N  reported  in  July  issue  ■ 

May  19  should  have  read; 

"made  of  dry  stalks  of  pennyroyal.” 
building  N,  May  14  4S,  May  30  4Y 
June  1  Y  left  N  00  (Ecklcr) 

N  4E  -  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

N  &  Y  00  (Eckler ) 

N  4  Y  last  Y  left  N  Aug 
Point,  Ont.  (Bourne) 
building  N,  April  30  E, 

N  empty  June  18  Brand  Is • (Herndon, Tilley ) 
8  N  4  Y  Sturgeon  Pt.,  N.  Y.  (Beards lee) 

«17  to  May  31  -  Feeding  Y  May  1 
31  Singing  on  N  00  (Eckler) 

4  N  3E  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

21  building  N,  driven  away 
building  N,  May  27  5  "" 


28 

2 

1 


,  10;  Morgan's 
Y  May  29, 


June 

May 

June 


22 

13 

22 

29 
18 

30 
12 


oil , 


by  wrens 
May  29  6 


E, 


June  18  N  empty 


18 

26 


N 

5 


empty 
Y;  July 


empty 
5E 


Yellow  Warbler 


Louisiana  Water 
No  Yellow-throat 
Hooded  Warbler 

Canada  Warbler 

Redstart 


English  Sparrow 


N  6E 

N  7E,  Y  on  June  4,  June  11  N  empty, 
new  clutch  5E 
N  4E;  June  4  N,4E,  June 
N  3E  -  June  18  5E;  June 
4Y,  July  7  N 
June  18  3N  -  4-E^  2Y,  2 
All  records  at  00  by  H.  &  R.  Eckler 
In  all  3  pairs  apparently  laid  2nd  clutches  of 
eggs  after  Y  out  of  N  1st  brood. 

Lilding  N  00  (Eckler) 

IS  Pt  *  Abino,  Ont  (Robson) 
out  of  N  00  Eckler 

N0  5E,  4E;  June  5  N  3Y  00  (Eckler) 

G-rand  Is  .  (Herndon, Tilley 


21 

28 


2 


May 
May 
June 
June 
June 
Thrush  June 13 
May  15 
June  13 


4 

18 


N 

Y 
2 
N 

Y 
N 
N 


high 


June  25  2 


May 

June 


31 

5 


N 

TO 


June  15  N 
Nesting 


4E  11  ft. 

out  of  N  Happbon  Brook  (Bourne,  Savage) 
3E  Lyndonville  (Smith) 

3E  1  Cowbird's  E  also  1  N  empty, 
Hampton  Brook  (Bourne,  Savage) 

Y  out  of  N  Springville  (Brockner, 

Somers ide ) 

00  (Ecklcr) 

4E  June  14  4Y,  June  26  Y  out  of  N 
Batavia  (Pixley) 

1  Y,  1  Cowbird  Y  Batavia  (Pixley) 
dates  reported  April  15,  May  14 
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Bobolink 
E.  Meadowlark 
E*.  Redwing 


Baltimore  Oriole 


Bronzed  Grackle 


Scarlc-t  Tanager 
Cardinal 


Rose-br.  Grosbeak 
Indigo  Bunting 


E.  Goldfinch 
Savannah  Sparrow 


Vesper  Sparrow: 


Slate-colf  Junco 


Chipping  Sparrow 


Field  Sparrow 

Swamp  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 


July 

May 

May 

May 

May 

May 

May 

June 


May 

May 

June 

June 

April 

May 

May 

June 

May 

July 

May 


8 

10 

2 

15 

22 

25 

30 

18 


(Jameson) 


r  '4E,  Ft.  Erie,. -Ont#  (Tilley) 

A.  Smith) 

00  (Eckler) 

Abino,  Ont 
00  (Eckler) 

Abino,  Ont*  (Jameson) 
00  (Eckler) 

,  July  2  Y  in  N,  June 
out  of  N  June  18  to  July 


N  Lyndonville  '(W. 
N  4E|  May  8  N  4E 
2  N,  4E  &  1  E,  Pt 
4N,  4E  &  1  N  3E 
2  N,  4E  &  3E,  Pt. 
N  4E;  June  5  N  3E 
4N  4E  each 
also  Y 


25 

2 


2N  4E  ea 


8 

21 

19, 

18 

20 

1 

15 

18 

22 

5 

22 


Tonawanda  (Herndon,  Tilley) 

Building  N  Holland  (Vorrill) 

N;  May  30  3N;  June  2  N  IE;  June 
Y  in  N  all  at  00  (Eckler) 

3N  &  Y,  Beaver  Is*  Park  (Herndon,  Tilley) 


5 


3N; 


N  Niagara  Falls  (Beardsleo) 

N  3E,  Juno  2  N'&  Y  00  (Eckler) 

N  4-E’Pt,  Abino,  Ont  v  (Jameson) 

N  3Y,  Boaver  Is,  Park  (Herndon,  Tilley) 
N  4E  Gowanda  (Cummiskey,  Eckler) 

Y  out  of  N  Chestnut  Ridge  Park  (James) 

N  4E  Gowanda  (Cummiskey,  Eckler) 


also  see 


P.5 


Mt 


Morris 


Volf4No.  6  for 
records 

N  3E  June  14  3Y;  June  26  Y  out  of  N 
Batavia ' (Pixley) 

N  completed^,  No  E  Zoar  Valley  (Verrill) 

N  IE  i  CowbirdJs  E  June  15  2  Cowbird!s  E 
Bataria  (Pixley) 

July  8  N  2E  Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  (Tilley) 

N  4E,  Batavia  (Pixley) 
and  19,  Y  out  of  N  00  (Eckler) 


May 

May 

June 


29 

22 

10 


May 

27 

June 

2 

June 

i  3 

May 

8 

June 

5 

June 

20 

May 

3 

May 

21 

June 

5 

May 

2 

June 

.4 

June 

12 

June 

18 

June 

12 

June 

17 

May 

8 

May 

2 

May 

4 

July 

31 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 


3Y 

4E 

4E 

2E 

3E 


Dr.  Stafford’s,  00  (Beardsleo) 


So,  Wales  (James) 

Bethany  (Hazelton) 

Lyndonville  (Smith) 

Sp.  Wales  (Roger  Pratt,  James) 

Zoar  Valley  (Verrill) 

4E  Springville  ( Somers Ide  et ,  al«) 

So  Wales  (Marcus  Pratt,  James) 

0  0  (Eckler) 

Lyndonville  (Smith) 

Leroy  (Hazelton) 

2  Y  Chestnut  Ridge  (Bourne) 

Hamburg  (Bourne) 

May  22  N  5E  00  (Eckler) 

Concord  Bog  (Esther  Pratt,  James) 
Cowbird’s  E 5  N  4E,  Lyndonville 

(Smith) 

Many  records  of  other  nests  up  to  June 
N  4E  Lyndonville  (Smith  )and  June  18 
N  5  Y  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

N  3E  1  Cowbird’s  E  Lyndonville  (Smith) 


4E 

4E 
4S 
IE 
4E 
5S; 

4E  E. 
IE,  1 
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NOTES 


In  July  140  specie^  were  reported,  7  of  which  we re  new  lor  the  year, 
bringing  the  1938  total  to  236  species f  In  July  1937,  133  species 
were  reported  with  1  new  for  the  year. 
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NOTES 


On  August  21  an  American  Egret  was  observed  on  the  Grand  River 
5  miles  north  of  Cayuga,  Ont .  by  James cAvage  and  Harold  Mitchell, 

2  Egrets  were  seen  there  the  previous  week  by  George 'Smith  of 
Port  Colborne,  Ont,  A  male  Ruddy  Duck  at  Long  Point,  Ont,  on  Aug.  21 
was  an  unusually  early  record.  On  that  day,  Messrs.  Savage  and 
Mitchell  found  thousands  of  Swallows,  mostly  Bank  and  Tree  Swallows 
near  the  base  of  Long  Point,  and  flying  southeast  along  the  point. 

In  early  August,  a  small  pool  in  a  farmyard  near  Glen  Ellyn,  Ill. 
was  visited  by  31  American  Egrets,  (an  unusual  number  for  that  region). 
It  is  surprising  that  we  have  had  no  pronounced  Egret  migration  in 
western  New  York  this  summer. 

From  the  Rochester  area  come  reports  of  two  Saw-whet  Owls,  one  in 
the  week  of  July  1  and  another  in  the  week  of  July  15.  Both  of  these 
birds  were  in  the  Highland  Park  area,  within  the  city  limits.  Their 
July  8th  record  of  Semipalmated  Plover,  July  15th  of  Dowitcher  are 
early.  Mr.  Edson  also  tells  of  observations  of  a  Pine  Warbler, 

Le  Contes  Sparrow,  Hudsonian  Curlew,  White-rumped  sandpiper,  Stilt 
Sandpiper  and  Bald  Eagle,  also  a  Northern  Phalarope  at  Payne  Beach  on 
July  17th. 

A  comparison  with  reports  from  New  England  shows  an  early  shorebird 
migration  both  in  the  Lake  Ontario  and  Niagara  Frontier  area  and  also 
along  the  Atlantic  Coast.  Rochester  and  also  Boston  areas  have  records 
of  Osprey  i&  July. 

Winston  Brockner  spent  the  summer  as  Nature  counselor  at  Camp  Path¬ 
finder  in  Algonquin  Park,  Ontario. 

Dean  Amadon  has  found  employment  in  New  York  City,  doing  work  in  the 
nest  and  egg  collection  at  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History. 

On  her  vacation,  Miss  Cornie  E.  Moore  observed  Wilson  Plover  and 
Little  Blue  Herons  at  Wading  River,  Long  Island. 

The  Allegheny  School  of  Natural  History  had  such  ah  apoeal  that 
William  Vaughan© nr oiled  for  a  second  summer's  course. 


FUTURE  EVENTS : 

Meetings : 

Sept •  14th  -  1st  fall  meeting  will  be  held  at 

Beaver  Island  Park,  Grand  Island 
6:00  o'clock  -  near  the  Administration  building 
on  the  west  river. 

September  28  -  Meeting  at  the  Grosvenor 

Library,  Franklin  &  Edward  Sts. 

7:45  P.M. 

FIELD “TRIP : 

Sept.  18  -  Fall  Warbler  migration,  Delaware  Park 

7:45  A.M.  to  Niagara  Falls.  C.  S.  Beards lee, 
leader  -  Tel.  Riverside  4818. 

Oct.  8  and  9  are  the  tentative  dates  for  the  fall 
Pyma tuning  meeting  at  Lines vi lie.  Pa. 

Details  and  definite  date  will  be  announced  later. 

Editor:  E.  C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York 

Business  Manager:  Mrs.  George  C,  Kratzer,  140  Wardman  Rd.,  Kenmore,N.Y. 
Treasurer:  Miss  Bertha  Schwenger,  526  Delaware  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

PLEASE  SEND  IN  RECORDS  OF  OBSERVATIONS  AT  ONCE  TO : 

Harold  D.  Mitchell 
378  Crescent  Avenue 
Buffalo,  New  York 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

For  the  month  of  August,  both  temperature  and  precipitation  were 
above  normal,  the  rainfall  slightly  so  and  the  temperature  3.7°  plus. 
In  keeping  with  the  westerly  winds,  the  percentage  of  sunshine 
averaged  about  15%  above  normal.  High  winds,  August  10  -  47  mi. 

Aug .  16  -  45  mi .  per  hr • 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Canada  Goose  -  several  at  Akron  reservoir  during  Juno  (Galley,  rep. 

Mansfield ) 

20  Small  flock  flying  W,  Snyder  (Kuehling) 

28  1  -  Mohawk  Pt.  Ont.  (Ulrich) 

2  Small  flock  flying  E.,  La ckawanna( Tilley) 
28  (F)  Crescent  Beach,  Ont.  (Wander , Mitchell ) 

27  (F)  Oak  Orchard  (Eckler) 

3  (F)  Pt •  Abino,  Ont.  (Jameson) 

28  0.0.  (Savage)  several  hundred  ducks 
flew  up  from  marsh  when  eagle  flew  over. 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  (Savage) 

Erie  Beach  " 

Grand  River,  Ont.  (Eames) 


Baldpate 
Pintail 
Green-w.  Teal 
Bald  Eagle 

Osprey 


1 

6 

1 


Aug 

Aug 

Sept 

Aug 

Aug 

Sept 

Aug 

Sept 


Duck  Hawk 
Pigeon  Hawk 
Bob-White 


Coot 

Golden  Plovc-r 
Hudonian  Curlew 
Upland  Plover 
Western  Willet 

Knot 


Sept 

Sept 


2 

11 

10 

18 

13 

11 

10 


Yj 

Vv 


est  Falls,  N.Y.  (Mitchell) 


Niagara  River,  Buffalo (Herndon, Tilley ) 
Pt.  Colborne, Ont . (Mitchell,  Savage) 
Brood  11  Y  about  3  months  old, 

12  Mile  Creek,  Ransomvillc  on  Clarence 
Trues dale’s  farm  (Weierheiscr ) 


Sept.  11-3  migrants 


Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 


10 

18 

2 

4 

4 


(F) 

(L) 

(F) 


Ft. 
Ft. 
Ft. 
Pt . 
Pt. 


Eric, 

Eric, 

Erie, 


Abino,  Ont. 
Abino,  Ont. 


Pt.  Colborn, Ont • (Mitchell, 
Savage ) 

Ont.  (Savage) 

Ont.  (Beardslee,  et .  al.) 
Ont.  (Savage) 

(Jameson) 

(Jameson) 


Whito-rumped  Sandpiper  Sept 
Western  Sandpiper  Sept 
Laughing  Gull  Sept 
Caspian  Tern  Scpto  Sept 
Nighthawk  Flock  Sept 


6  0 ©0 o 

18  Ft. 


(Bcahl 


James.  Moore) 


Erie 


(Beardslce 


Red-bellied  Woodpecker  -  daily  during  summer 


Ont « 

18  Ft0  Eric,  Onto 
14  Grand  Island  (Mitchell) 
13  Buffalo  (Tilley) 


et  „al * 

?!  ?J 


Ye  How -b.  Sapsucker 

Yellow-b.  Flycatcher 
Cliff  Swallow 
Red-br»  Nuthatch 
Brown  Creeper 
Winter  Wren 

Olive -b.  Thrush 
Gray-cheeked  Thrush 
Veery-migrant  * 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 
Migrant  Shrike 
Blue -headed  Vireo 
Black  &  White  Warbler 
Tennessee  Warbler  Sept* 
Nashville  Warbler  Aug® 
Yellow  V/arblcr  Sept. 

Cape  May  Warbler  Aug. 

Black-thr®  Blue  Warbler  S. 
Blackburnian  Warbler  Aug. 

Sept  © 
Aug  o 
Sept  • 
Augo 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Sept  o 


Aug. 
Sept * 
Aug, 
Sept  o 
Sept  • 
Aug. 
Sept . 
Sept  • 
Sept  • 
Sept . 

Aug. 
Sept  o 
Aug  c 
Sept  o 
Aug. 


Blackpoll  Warbler 
Cvenbird 

Mourning  Warbler 
Hooded  Warbler 
Canada  Warbler 
Bobolink 

Rusty  Blackbird 


17 
10 
29 

6 

2 

13 

5 

10 

2 

13 

31 

11 

10 

11 

28 

2 

15 

11 

31 

7 

31 

7 

26 

18 
21 
31 
15 
28 
11 


Leroy  (Hazclton) 

-  Riverside  Park  (Tilley 

-  Ft.  Erie, Ont®  (Savage) 

(F)  Goat  Island  (Mitchell) 

(L)  0*0,  (Beadle,  James,  Moore) 

(F)  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

0.0.  (Eckler) 

(F)  also 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  (Savage) 

(F)  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

Riverside  Pk.  (Herndon,  Tilley) 
Delaware  Pk.  (Mitchell) 
Rockhouso  Pt.  Ont.  (Savage) 


(F) 

(L)  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.  (Savage) 


(P) 

(P) 


(Mitchell ) 


(L) 

(P) 

(P) 


Erie  Beach,  Ont 
0.0-  (Eckler) 

Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

Springville  (Somerside) 

Pt .  Colborn,  Ont.  (Mitchell, Savage ) 
Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

Buffalo  (Eames) 

(P. Migrant)  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

(P)  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

(F.  Migrant)  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 
(L)  Pt .  Erie,  Ont.  (Beardsloe  ct  al) 
Boston  (Corse,  rep®  Mitchell) 
Migrant)  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 
flock  100  Springville  (Somerside) 
20  0.0.  Swamp  (Eckler) 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  (Mitchell) 


(P. 

(L) 

(P) 


ADDITIONAL  NESTING  RECORDS 

Legend  .  .  Y-Young,  N«Nest,  E-Egg,  0.0.  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp 


Mourning  Dove 

Alder  Flycatcher 
Wood  Pew ee 
Goldfinch 


N.  Yellowthoat 
Chipping  Sparrow 
Field  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 


Aug.  5  N  2Y  Leroy  (Ha'zelton  )also  Sept.  4  N  1Y 
Sept.  5  Last  Y  left  N  ,Tona wanda  (Fischer) 

July  24  N  3  Y  2nd  Brood  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

Aug.  2  N  IE,  1  Y  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

Aug.  3  to  9th  13  N  mostly  4  or  5  E,  some  with  Y 

Leroy  (Hazelton) 

Aug®  13  N  5E  Leroy  (Hazelton  ),  the  3,4th  N  he  has 
found  this  year®  After  the  severe  storm 
of  Aug.  11  he  made  a  record  of  these  nests 
and  found  only  one  destroyed.  This  had  been 
blown  from  a  limb  6  ft*  high  and  landed  on 
ground  right  side  up  with  all  5  eggs  still  in  it 
and  only  1  broken. 

Aug.  25  Y  1  eTTT  N  00  (Madison,  rep.  Eckler) 

July  24  N  Ideserted  E,Y  nearby  Leroy  (Hazelton) 
Aug.  13  N  IE,  2  Y  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

Aug.  7  N  2E,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

Aug.  8  N  IE,  Leroy  (Hazelton) 
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LOOKING  BACK,  ALSO  AHEAD 

They  say  that  "fools  rush  In  where  angels  fear  to  tread"  so  here 
we  go : 

Nine  years  ago  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  was  organized  for 
the  serious  study  of  our  local  bird  life.  While  lists  of  birds  of 
this  region  had  been  published,  there  was  little  data  then  available 
as  to  the  migration  dates,  and  the  status  of  each  species  in  this 
territory.  This  work  has  now  largely  been  accomplished.  Other 
activities  proposed  originally  were  censuses  of  breeding  birds  within 
geographical  boundaries,  as  v/ell  as  in  certain  typical  environments, 
observation  of  habits  of  birds,  ecological  studies,  and  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  banding  stations. 

During  the  nine  years  our  membership  has  grown  ten  fold,  and  we  now 
have  many  observers  fully  qualified  to  identify  jr  operly  the  birds 
they  may  see  or  hear.  We  have  learned  a  great  deal  about  our  local 
birds,  where  to  seek  them,  when  to  look  for  them,  and  have  had  a  good 
time  in  the  bargain.  The  status  of  most  species  is  now  pretty  well 
known. 

It  would  seem  in  keeping  with  our  original  purpose  that  we  should 
each  tend  toward  specialization  in  some  field  of  ornithology, 
preferably  a  field  which  is  interesting  to  each  one  of  us,  as  v/ell  as 
a  distinct  contribution  toward  the  knowledge  of  the  group,  as  a  v/hole. 
Let  us  consider,  as  an  example,  that  some  scientist  should  come  to 
Buffalo,  say  one  who  is  working  on  the  status  of  the  Cliff  Swallow  in 
North  America.  We  could  now  refer  him  to  our  migration  chart  and  to 
our  permanent  record  cards,  and  give  him  a  general  idea  of  the  number 
of  nesting  colonies.  Hov/ever,  if  we  had  some  member  specializing  in 
the  Swallows,  we  could  refer  the  Scientist  to  him,  as  he  would  have 
far  more  comprehensive  data  available,  and  could  probably  give  informa¬ 
tion  as  to  the  location  of  nearly  every  nesting  site  of  the  Cliff 
Swallow  in  our  territory,  know  whether  the  species  is  increasing  or 
decreasing  here,  and  the  probable  causes  therefor,  all  of  which  might 
be  of  distinct  aid  in  determining  what  may  be  done  to  aid  in  the  in¬ 
crease  of  this  valuable  bird  in  North  America. 

We  are  now  at  a  point  where  we  should  seriously  consider  v/hat  our 
future  as  an  organization  shall  be.  Tv/o  distinct  courses  are  open 
to  us,  the  first  one  is  to  proceed  just  as  v/e  have  been  during  the 
nine  years  of  "  training",  so  to  speak,  taking  part  in  enjoyable 
field  trips,  becoming  enthusiastic  over  some  rare  bird  record,  end 
leaving  it  to  a  comparatively  few  members  to  carry  on  the  more 
serious  ornithological  projects.  (In  this  connection  there  has  been 
a  laxity  on  the  part  of  some  of  our  members  in  turning  in  their 
records,  which  form  the  basis  of  the  statistical  reports  of  the 
society) .  A  continuation  of  this  first  course  tends  toward  more  of  a 
social  organization  than  a  scientific  one. 

The  second  course  open  to  us  is  for  each  and  every  one  of  us  to 
work  on  some  project  relating  to  the  real  purpose  of  the  society. 

Mr.  Beardslee  has  made  out  a  list  of  suggested  projects  to  work  on 
and  many  more  have  been  proposed  by  other  members.  Borne  would  require 
several  years’  time  to  complete  them,  others  a  comparat ively  short 
time,  and  most  of  them  should  prove  to  be  a  pleasure  to  anyone  who  is 
seriously  intere  sted  in  the  study  of  birds,  as  all  of  our  members  are 
presumed  to  be.  Such  a  program  would  not  prevent  any  member  from 
enjoying  the  field  trips  and  meetings,  w hich  would  be  continued  as  in 
the  past.  It  would  merely  amplify  his  or  her  knowledge  of some 
particular  phase  of  bird  life,  make  one  an  "expert"  In  that  field, 
and  in  so  doing  amplify  the  knowlege  of  the  society  as  a  whole. 
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Furthermore,  the  program  committee  would  have  no  difficulty  whatever 
in  obtaining  speakers  for  each  meeting,  as  the  discussion  of  the 
various  projects  would  consume  the  yearly  program,  and  field  trips  as 
well  could  be  arranged  to  aid  in  such  matters  as  breeding  bird 
censuses,  ecological  researches  of  given  areas,  etc. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  the  winter1 s  belief  that  if  the  second  course 
as  above  proposed  is  decided  upon,  each  member  will  get  more  out  of 
his  membership  in  the  society  than  is  the  case  at  present. 

You  are  the  declarer,  the  first  card  has  been  led,  the  dummy  is 
exposed  to  view*  how  are  you  going  to  play  the  hand? 

Harold  D.  Mitchell 


NOTES 


137  species  have  been  reported  for  August,  1938,  with  1  new  for  the 
year.  In  August,  1937-  145  species  were  reported,  with  5  new  for  the 
year. 

Mr.  Clark  S.  Beardslee  will  conduct  a  course  at  the  Buffalo  Museum 
of  Science  commencing  October  13,  1938  at  7:45  P.M.  on  "WATER  BIRDS". 

In  as  much  as  these  very  interesting  groups  of  birds  are  little  known 
to  the  average  bird  observer,  this  affords  an  excellent  opportunity 
to  become  familiar  with  them. 

Mr.  George  Hagelberger  states  that  3  large  white  Owls,  with  brown 
barring,  have  been  observed  during  the  summer  twilight  flying  over  the 
fields  near  the  corner  of  Center  St.  and  Crump  Rd . ,  between  Holland 
and  Glenwood.  It  would  be  of  interest  to  check  up  on  the  identity  of 
these  owls.  While  they  are  possibly  short-eared  Owls,  it  was  not  far 
from  this  locality  where  a  Snowy  Owl  was  captured  (see  Vol.4,  No.7,P.l) 
on  July  29. 

During  a  trip  to  the  Adirondacks  in  late  August,  E.  W .  Jameson,  Jr. 
reports  Loon,  Bald  Eagle,  Osprey,  Duck  Hawk,  Barred  Owl,  Hermit  Thrush 
and  Black  and  White  Warbler. 

Mr.  Edw.  Eames  reports  2  Piping  Plover  on  beach  at  Long  Point, Ont. 
on  Sept.  9,  and  on  Sept.  2,  4  Amer.  Egret  and  1  Osprey  on  Grand  River 
near  Cayuga. 

On  Sept.  4  Harold  D.  Mitchell  attended  the  field  trip  of  the Sewickley 
Valley  Audubon  Society  at  Erie,  and  met  Messrs.  Cook,  Hegner, . Thorp 
and  Woodward  of  the  Pymatuning  Group,  also  Mr.  Hardie  and  family  from 
Pittsburgh.  Among  the  birds  observed  were  Northern  Phalsrope,  Stilt 
and  Baird’s  Sandpipers,  and  many  other  shorebirds,  Amer.  Egret,  Osprey, 
6  Caspian  Tern  and  several  species  of  Warblers  including  many  Cape  May§ 
and  Nor.  Water  Thrushes,  and  2  W .  Palm  Warblers. 

A  willet  and  bald  eagle  during  the  week  of  August  19th,  Pintail 
Duck,  Baird’s  Sandpiper,  Caspian  Tern,  and  11  species  of  Warblers  in 
the  week  of  26th,  Green  Winged-Teal,  Red-Breasted  Nuthatch  and  Grev- 
cheeked  Thrush  for  early  September  are  among  the  records  of  Mr.Edson 
of  the  Burroughs  Audubon  Club  of  Rochester. 
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MEETING  OF  SEPTEMBER  14 


ing  at  Beaver  Islands  Lest 
he  home  of  Mr c.  and  Mrs,  Ee Ulrich 


Rain  interfered  with  the  outdoor  mee 
minute  changes  brought  the  meeting  to 

Alter  a  discussion  of  the  policies  of  our  organization  on  conservation 
a  no  the  duties  of  the  conservation  committee,  Mr*  Wander  appointed  a 
committee  oi  five  bo  recommend  the  clarification  of  these  duties  and 
those  of  any  other  committees  under  our  constitution. 


FUTURE  EVENTS 


THE  FYMATUNING  GROUP 

October  8th  and  9th  have  been  definitely  set  for  the 
Pymatuning  Group  meeting  at  Linesville,  Pennsyl- 
vaniao  Reservations  for  overnight  can  be  made  at 
the  Traveler  Hotel,  Linesville,  Pa*,  Mr*  J.E.Van- 
Sicklin0  Other  information  may  be  had  from  Mr. 

He  Dc  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Telephone:  UN-3532 .  A  group  plans  to  leave 
Buffalo  at  8:00  A.M.  October  8th. 


MEETINGS:  ANNUAL  MEETING, 

on  Wednesday  Ucc.  12 

Meeting  ”  ”  26 


Election  of  Officers 

8;00  P.M*  Humboldt  Room, Buffalo  Museum  of 

Science 

»»  if  ft  t» 


EDITOR ! S  NOTE 


Please  notify  the  editor  if  you  have  failed  to  receive  your  July  or 
August  copy  of  The  Prothonotary • 

It  will  greatly  facilitate  early  publication  of  each  issue  if  records 
for  the  preceding  month  are  mailed  in  by  members  soon  after  the  first 
of  each  month  to  Ho  D*  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


Editor:  Eo  C,  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Ave»,  Buffalo,  New  York 

Business  Manager:  Mrs,  George  Kratzer,  140  Wardman  Rd»,  Kenmorc,  N.Y. 
Treasurer:  Miss  Bertha  Schwenger,  526  Delaware  Ave », Buffalo, N.Y. 
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The  daily  mean  temperature  for  September  was  more  than  3  degrees 
colder  than  normal.  Only  seven  days  showed  a  plus  temperature,  on 
September  14th,  and  again  on  the  22nd,  more  than  1  in.  of  rain  fell. 
These  two  days  raised  the  total  precipitation  more  than  one-half  inch 
above  the  normal  for  the  month.  The  hurricane  on  the  Atlantic  Coast 
made  itself  felt  by  a  54  mile  wind  (on  Sept.  22)  and  also  by  a  rain 
fall  of  one  and  one  quarter  inches.  Contrary  to  expectations,  no 
irregularities  or  rarities  occurred  in  our  territory  because  of  that 
storm. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Amer.  Egret  Sept.  23 

Green  Heroe  Oct.  2 
Wood  Duck  8  Sept.  18 
Ring-necked  Duck  4  Oct.  6 
White-winged  Scoter3  n  2 
American  Scoter  2  Oct.  1 
Ruffed  Grouse  24Y  Sept.  24 
Knot  2  Sept.  24 
Laughing  Gull  Oct.  2 
Yellow -billed  Cuckoo  M  2 
Black-billed  CuckooSept.  25 
Screech  Owl  Sept.  23 


Sept.  24 

Ruby-thr . Hummingbird  "  18 

Red-headed  Woodpecker  "High 

May  1 

Kingbird  Sept.  4 

Crested  Flycatcher  Sept.  4 

Least  Flycatcher  Sept.  23 

Wood  Pewee  Sept.  15 

Purple  Martin  Sept.  12 

Carolina  Wren  Sept.  25 

Wood  Thrush  Sept.  13 


(L)  Mud lake,  2  ml  N.  of  Humber stone,  Ont. 

(Muma,  rep.  Smith) 

(L)  Grand  Island  (Jameson) 

Alleghany  St.  pk.  (Brockner,  Mohr) 

(F)  Grand  Island  (Mitchell) 

(F)  Pt.  Abino,  Ont.  (Ulrich,  Mitchell) 

(F)  Sturgeon  Point  (Mitchell) 

Arcade  (Mrs.  Verrill) 

(L)  Pt.  Colborne,  Ont.  (Verrill,  Mitchell) 
Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  (Ulrich,  Mitchell) 

(L)  Lincoln  Park  (Schwenger) 

(L)  Pt.  Abino,  Ont.  (Jameson) 

came  down  chimney, was  captured  and  released 

Hamburg  (Dugan) 

Strykersville  (Simmons) 

(L)  Pt.  Abino,  Ont.  (Beardslee  et.  al.) 
Dive"  arrived  Delaware  Park 
left  Aug.  24  (McDonald) 

(L)  Pt.  Abino,  Ont.  (Jameson) 

(L)  Pt.  Abino,  Ont.  (JamesOn) 

(L)  Lincoln  Park  (Mitchell) 

(L)  Orchard  park  (Winship) 

(L)  Buffalo  (Tilley) 

Holland  (Verrill) 

(L)  Orchard  Park  (Winship) 


•  '  *•  Hf."  *  •* 


V 


Veery  Sept. 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet  Sept 
Pipit  Sept 

Oct 

Philadelphia  Vireo2Sept 

1  Sept, 

Black  &  White  Warbler  " 
Tennesee  Warbler  Sept 
N.  Parula  Vi/arbler£  Cct 
Magnolia  Warbler  Oct 
Myrtle  Warbler  Sent 

Blackburnian  Warbler  " 
Chestnut-sided  "  Oct 
Bay-breasted  "  Sept 
Prairie  Warbler  Sept 
Connecticut  Warbler  2  " 
Wilson’s  Warbler 
Canada  Warbler 
Redstart  Warbler 
Rusty  Blackbird 
Scarlet  Tanager 
Cardinal  3 


C ' 


ept 
Sept 
Sept 
Oct 
Oct 
Sept 


White -cr . 
White -the 
Lincoln’ s 


sparrow  Sept, 
Sparrow  Sept, 
.  Sparrow  Sept , 


16 

23 

16 

2 

22 

23 

24 

23 
2 
1 

18 

22 

2 

24 
22 
23 

23 

24 
30 

2 

2 

18 

25 
13 
25 


Orchard  Park  (W inship) 
Lincoln  Pk  (Mitchell) 
Niagara  Falls  (Bourns) 
Er i e Out .  (Ulrich) 


W/  O 


Goat  Island  (Beardslee) 
Delaware  Park  (Beardslee) 
Erie  Beach,  Gr?.tc  ( Verrill 
Goat  Island  (Mitchell) 
Erie  Be  a  c  h ,  On  t 


Pto 

Ft. 


Abino, 
Erie 


Ont  o 


Mitchell) 

Mitchell) 


(L) 

(P) 

(F) 

(P) 

(L) 

(L) 

(L) 

(L) 

(P) 

(L) 

(L) 

(L) 

(F.&L)  Goat  Island  (Beardslee) 

( F.&L)  "  M  (Mitchell) 

(L)  Delaware  Park  (Beardslee) 

(L)  Erie  Beach,  Ont,  (Verrill, 

(L)  Lincoln  Park  (Mitchell) 

Several  flocks  Dunnville,On 
(L)  Lincoln  Park  (Mitchell) 

Alleghany  Park,  nr  Red  House  (Brockner, 

Mu  hr ) 

(F)  Chestnut  Ridge  (Bourne) 

(F)  Riverside  Park  (Herndon,  Tilley) 

(F)  Chestnut  Ridge  (Bourne) 


( Verrill 
y  (Jameson) 

,  Ont.  (Beardslee  et.  al.) 
Goat  Island  (Beardslee) 

Erie  Beach.  Ont.  (Mitchell) 


if 


(Verrill,  Mitchell) 


Mitchell) 
(Eames ) 


THE  GOLDEN  EAGLE  IN  WESTERN  NEW  YORK 


Records  of  Golden  Eagles  from  our  territory  are  extremely  few,  and 

so  far  as  we  know  are  based  either  on  sight  records  or  reports  that 

years  ago  someone  now  dead  is  supposed  to  have  shot  one.  It  was 

with  a  considerable  thrill,  therefore,  that  I  ran  across  the  account 

given  below.  It  was  in  a  notebook  of  the  late  Mr.  A.  E.  Kibbe.  who 

* 

for  many  years  was  the  foremost  observer  and  collector  of  Chautauqua 
County,  and  who  at  the  time  lived  in  Mayville.  The  note  book  is  in 
the  possession  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Pettit,  who  now  lives  in  Port¬ 
land,  N.  Yc,  and  it  is  through  her  kindness  that  I  am  able  to  quote 
the  following  item; 

"Golden  Eagle.  In  Old  Chautauqua  County.  A  Golden  Eagle  was  found 
in  the  edge  of  the  Jay  Seymour  woods  by  Mat  Crandall  on  the  ground 
and  alive  he  left  it  there  and  the  next  day  Mat  and  Mr.  Arnie  went 
and  got  the  Bird  and  I  went  and  saw  the  Eagle  -  it  was  feathered  all 
down  the  legs  and  was  a  nice  specimen,  a  nice  chocolate  or  golden 
brown  color.  It  was  taken  about  the  first  of  November,  1910,  he 
no  doubt  had  been  wounded  by  some  hunter  and  fell  there  but  looked  as 
tho  he  would  live.  The  specimen  did  live  and  was  taken  by  some  Game 
Constables  and  sent  to  Washington  or  some  other  place." 


C.  S. 


Beardslee 


-* 


For  years  the  buffle  Head  Ducks  had  been  given  federal  protection. 
Later  the  little  Rudy  Duck  received  the  same  consideration,  and  the 
draught  of  a  few  years  ago  so  heavily  laid  its  toll  on  the  nestlings 
of  the  Oanvas-backs  and  Redheads  that  they,  because  of  their  depleted 
numbers,  were  also  removed  from  the  legal'  game  list.  These  facts  gave 
considerable  encouragement  to  those  people  who  are  much  concerned  about 
the  survival  of  rapidly  diminishing  species  of  wild  birds.  The  benefits 
of  even  these  short  closed  seasons  showed  in  the  slightly  larger 
numbers  of  wintering  Canvas-backs  and  Redheads  along  the  Niagara  River, 
and  the  small  increase  of  Ruddies. 


By  some  form  of  logic,  hard  to  understand,  protection  has  been 
removed  from  all  four  of  the  above  mentioned  species 6  The  only  reason 
given  for  the  repeal  was  the  innocent  "mistake"  in  the  killing  of  these 
ducks.  To  allow  for  this  accidental  take,  a  hunter  may  legally  have 
three  of  any  or  all  per  day.  A  hunter  is  allowed  a  certain  number  in 
the  aggregate  of  ducks  per  day  and  the  argument  is  that  by  including 
in  the  bag  the  illegal  ducks,  which  otherwise  would  be  left  in  the 
field,  the  total  number  of  ducks  would  be  saved,  be  they  Scaup, 
Mergansers,  Golen-eye,  or  any  of  the  commoner  ducks. 

In  no  other  case  of  the  game  laws  is  ignorance  of  a  certain  species 
accepted  as  a  reason  to  avoid  a  penalty  for  violation.  The  pheasant 
hunter  has  to  be  pretty  sure  before  he  even  dare  draw  a  bead  on  a  hen 
bird  when  a  law  enforcement  officer  is  about. 

In  all  of  these  four  ducks,  separation  from  the  more  common  ones 
requires  very  little  discernment .  Size,  alone,  with  other  markings 
obvious  to  one  who  cares  to  find  out,  distinguish  the  Bufflehead  and 
Ruddy  duck.  Make  and  female  Canvas -back  and  male  Redhead  have  enough 
white  and  black  in  their  characteristic  patterns  to  identify  them. 

The  female  Red-head  presents  the  only  difficulty.  She  may  be  mis¬ 
taken  for  a  Scaup,  but  she  has  a  gray  wiig -strip  and  buffy  area  at  the 
base  of  the  bill,  compared  with  the  white  wing-stripe  and  white  area  at 
the  base  of  the  bill  in  the  Scaup. 

Because  of  their  v/ild  nature  and  long  migration  routes,  ducks  are 
exposed  to  longer  gunning  season  than  other  game  birds.  They  use  the 
swamps,  waters,  and  skyways  for  their  abode  and  place  for  travel  and 
therefore  seem,  to  belong  to  anyone  who  can  take  them.,  with  so  little 
regard  for  their  survival  that  they  are  indeed  sorely  placed. 

Give  the  ducks  a  good  protective  law,  and  enforcement  by  penalty  on 
the  same  plane  that  is  given  upland  game  birds.  Refuse  the  acceptance 
of  a  "mistake"  plea.  A  man  who  hunts  should  know  his  game.  The  right 
to  hunt  depends  on  a  continuous  supply  of  game.  A  law  which  allows  a 
legal  take  of  three  per  day  of  these  harrassed  ducks  in  each  of  the 
five  duck  shooting  zones  from  Saskatchewan  to  Texas  seems  hardly 
compatible  w ith  a  movement  that  urges  the  sale  of  duck  stamps  and  the 
formation  of  game  clubs  for  preservation  purposes. 


E.  C.  Ulrich 
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NOTES 


Birds  reported  in  September,  1938  total  158  species,  with  4  new  for 
year.  In  September,  1937,  168  species  were  reported.  Our  1938  list 
now  comprises  242  species. 

Ann  and  Ernest  Richards  of  Medina  write  about  an  interesting  trip 
which  they  took  to  New  Hampshire  recently,  where  they  camped  high  up 
in  the  Presidential  range.  At  3200  ft.  there  were  large  groups  of 
Pine  Grosbeaks,  so  tame  that  they  picked  up  scraps  from  the  ground 
within  a  few  feet  of  the  party.  At  4500  ft.  Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  and 
Hudsonian  (Acadian?)  Chickadees  were  noted,  and  at  above  5000  ft 
Ruffed  Grouse  and  2  Flickers  were  noted,  the  latter  flying  in  a  50  mile 
wind  and  during  a  sleet  storm. 

V/ith  the  early  fall  migrants  in  the  Rochester  area  came  the  lesser 
Scaup,  Old  Squaw  Duck,  horned  Grebe:  European  Widgeon  and  Yellow- 
bellied  Sapsucker.  Their  Duck  Hawk  is  also  a  welcome  record. _  _ 

MEETING  OF  SEPTEMBER  24 

Dr.  Shearer  kindly  gave  us  the  use  of  a  room  in  the  Grosvenor  for 

our  second  fall  meeting. 

The  report  of  the  special  committee  on  the  constitutional  changes 
and  clarification  of  committee  duties  was  favorably  acted  upon  and 
tabled  until  the  next  meeting  for  a  vote. 

The  group  also  expressed  decided  disapproval  of  the  modifications 
of  the  duck  law  which  removed  protection  from  the  Ruddy,  Buf fie -head. 
Canvas -back  and  Red-head  ducks. 

Mr.  Avery  gave  a  reading  "The  trees  have  not  Gone",  commemorating  a 
meeting  between  John  Muir  and  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  among  the  big  trees 
of  California. 


FUTURE  EVENTS 


LECTURE ; 

The  Haye’s  Friday  night  lectures  of  the  Buffalo  Society 
Natural  Science  have  for  a  long  time  had  an  important  part 
in  the  public  educational  program  in  tho  City  of  Buffalo. 

This  year,  the  society  has  shared  the  honor  among  the 
different  organizations  by  asking  them  to  jointly  sponsor 
one  of  these  lectures.  Our  group  and  tho  Audubon  Society 
have  secured  Dr.  George  M.  Sutton  for  Friday,  December  2. 

He  will  talk  and  show  pictures  on  tho  "Birds  of  Oklahoma". 
Doors  Open  at  8:00  p.m.  Lecture  at  8:30  p.m. 

MEETINGS: 

8:00  P.M.  October  26, Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
Winston  Brockncr, "Pictures  of  Wild  Lifo  in  Algonquin 
Park,  Ontario".  -  Promptly  at  8:00  p.m. 


8:00  P.M.  November  9,  Humboldt  Room, Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 

Miss  B.  Schwonger,  "Birds  of  Colorado 
and  California. 

FIELD  TRIPS : 

October  23  -  Fall  Duck  Census  -  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  leader, 

wrfcTi  the  following  members  as  territorial 
leaders:  Dr.  Hearndon,  Canadian  Shore  to  Port  Colborn;  T.  Kelly, 
Canadian  Shore-Ft*.  Colborn  to  Dunvillc;  W, Brockncr,  Chautauqua  County; 
Mr.  Creighton,  Mr.  Winship,  Cattaraugus  Co.;  C.  Somorsidos,  S. Ontario; 
E*  Ulrich,  Braddocks  Bay;  W.  Klepfer,  S. shore  of  L.Erio; 

R.  Verrill,  0.0.  Swamp;  C.  S.  Bcardslce,  Grand  Island. 
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BUBBaLO  ,  wE.J  YQEK 


InE  mONTB 

Bor  October  the  first  10  days  showed  a  -61°  total  temperature.  The 

cumulative  plus  temperature  of  the  next  ten  days  more  than  offset 
the  early  cool  spell.  The  remaining  days  were  equally  divided,  with 
one  day  12°  and  another  10°  above  normal,  the  whole  resulting  in  a 
daily  temperature  of  plus  1.5°;  j%h  October  12,  76°;  low  October  28 
36°;  precipitation  nearly  3  inches  below  normal*  high  winds  on  the 
24th ,  42  mi;  2ot.h,  43,  26th,  43  miles  per  hour. 

fne  unusually  warm  weather  in  the  middle  and  latter  part  of  October 
had  tne  effect  of  molding  back  a  few  migrants  and  such  birds  as 
Tree  bparnow  and  onov*/  Bunting  were  late  in  their  arrival  from  the 
nortn,  wnile  there  were  a  number  of  late  lecords  of  summer  resident 
and  migrant  species*  Bine  siskins  and  Bipits  seemed  more  common  than 
usual,  while  *L.ite--crowned  oFairows  and  Ked-bacxed  bandpiper?s  were 
not  reported  in  their  usual  numbers  during  the  month.  The  presence  of 
a  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  with  a  flock  of  hedwings  on  Grand  Island  was 
a  feature  of  tne  montn. 

bOmVOhlhY  EECOEDb 


B  -  hirst  migrant 


L  -  Last  migrant 


Loon 

Oct . 
Oct . 
NOV. 

Oilier.  E^ret 

oept  o 

Black- erc  night 

uoron 

Least  Bj.ttern 

O  C?  t  * 

bnow  Goose 

Oct . 

Canada  Goose 

Oot . 

24-1  bhot  by  a  hunter,  Niagara  Balls  NY  (iiitchei 
26-1  Niagara  Balls,  Out,  (bou^enger) 

6-1  off  Navy  Island,  Niagara  Elver  (Beardslee) 
11  8c  bept  2o  (m)  La  tee  Amo n  (hazelton,  P.ixley) 

Nov*  5  iL)  GAand  Is*  (Brockner,  bomerside) 

10  ( L )  Yon^wand a  ( h ndc n ,  T ill  ay ) 

13  (B)  west  Eiver,  Grand  Is.  (El  hunt,  rep. 

C.  ^  bomei side )  a  hypothetical  record  until 
more  data  available. 

6  8c  7  (B)  Several  flocks  flew  over  Dunkirk, 

1  flock  seen  in  path  of  moon  by  Kuhn  of 
Dunkirk.  Ot^er  flocks  reported  on  Oct*  Vv  8 
16,  22  and  24  by  several  observers 


/ 


■ 


Gadwall 

Oct . 

14 

shoveller 

Oct . 

14 

B.edhead 

Oct . 

19 

Les  .ex  scaup 

Oct . 

8 

Buffi e-head 

Oct . 

29 

Old  oquaw 

Oct . 

27 

Buddy  D-Jwk 

Nov. 

6 

Bed-br.  Merganser 

Oct . 

16 

nooded  Merganser 

Nov. . 

5 

Turkey  Vulture  -  from  oept 

Oo  \j  • 

29 

Goshawk 

Oct . 

28 

Bo  ugh- legged  n « wk 

Nov. 

5 

Osprey 

Oct . 

9 

Oct . 

14 

Oct . 

29 

Luck  Hawk 

Oct. 

15 

Pigeon  Hr. '.vk 

Get . 

10 

Buffed  Grouse 

Get . 

8 

European  Partridge 

Oct , 

28 

Sora  Rail 

Oct , 

6 

Nov . 

4 

Semi-palmated  Plover  Oct 

*  ] 

Golden  Plover 

Oct  * 

25 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

Sept . 

18 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

Oct  o 

9 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 

Sept  • 

11 

Least  Sandpiper 

Sept  • 

18 

times 


Red- backed  Sandpiper  Oct. 9 


Laughing  Gull 

Common  Tern 
Black  Tern 
Barn  Owl 
Short -eared  Owl 
Saw -whet  Owl 


Oct . 
Nov  » 
Oct  9 
Oct . 
Oct . 
Oct « 
Oct  9 


16 

8 

24 

14 

51 

13 

30 


Red-headed  Woodpecker  Sept. 
Gt .-crested  Flycatcher  Sept 


Phoebe 
Wood  Pewee 
Bank  Swallow 
Rough-w.  Swallow 
Barn  Swallow 
Purple  Martin 
Tufted  Titmouse 
Brown  Creeper 
Prairie  Marsh  Wren 
Short -b.  ”  n 

Catbird 


Oct  <>  16  (L) 
Sept  «25  (L) 
Sept. 11  (L) 
Sept  oil  (L) 
Sept.  18  (L) 
Sept.  14  (L) 


1  U')  Grand  loland  (Beardslee) 

(r)  8  nyde  Park,  Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 
4(F)  Grand  Island  (Beardslee) 

16  ( l)  Dunkirk  (Miuchell  et  al  ) 

1  ( F )  Grand  Island  (Young) 

*55  ( jes  )  Niagara  niver  off  Fxont  (Miuchell) 

1  Niagara  Gorge  (Brockner  et  al ) 

20  (r)  Bo*  iiuino,  Out.  (Beardslee) 

3  (.!*)  Beaver  Creek,  GA^nd  Is.  (Mitchell) 

6  to  Oct.  9,  from  6  to  17  at  Lake  Leroy 

(namelton) 

1  (L)  Gicxnd  loland  (Young) 

(B)  Springville  (somerside) 

(P)  Grand  island  (Brockner,  Somerside) 
Arcade  (Ea.ues)and  Letchworth  Rk  (Ulrich) 
Grand  Island  (Beardslee) 

(L)  Grand  Inland  (Young 
(L)  Letchworth  Park  (Verrill) 

(L)  Orchard  Park  (Somerside) 
iuummed  5  times  and  on  Cot.  10, 
at  Holland  (Verrill) 

5  Concord  Rd .  near  Belscher  Rd. 

Hill  (Somerside) 

2  Grand  Island  (Beadle,  Moore) 

(L)  and  for  several  days  previous,  fed  on 
lawn  near  office  Du  Pont  Rayon  Co.  on 
River  Road  (Prochnow) 

3  ( L )  Dunkirk  ( Bourne ) 

(L)  near  Medina  (Creighton) 

(L)  Ft,  Erie,  Ont.  (Beardslee  et  al) 

(L)  Gasport  (Somerside) 

(L)  Rock  House  Pt.  Ont 0  (Savage,  Mitchell) 
(L)  Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  (Beardslee  et  al) 

(F)  Goat  Island  (Herndon,  Tilley) 

3  Ft,  Erie  &  Pt.  Abino,  Ont.  (Beardslee) 

1  (L)  Bird  Av.  Buffalo  (Beardslee) 

(L)  Niagara  Falls  (Mitchell) 

(L)  Grand  Island  (Beardslee) 

Tonawanda  (Fischer) 

3  Williamsvllle  (Eames ) 

(F)  Buffalo  found  in  truck  terminal,  brought 
to  Mr.  Perkin’s  at  Zoo. 

13  (L)  Riverside  Pk«,  Buffalo  (Tilley) 

9  24  (L)  Delaware  Park  (Herndon  ) 


Townsend 


0*0.  (Ec'kler)-  and  Holland  (Verrill) 
South  Wales  (Brockner) 

Rock  House  Pt*,  Onto  (Savage,  Mitchell) 
Orchard  Park  (Winship) 

West  Falls  (Mitchell) 

Buffalo  (Tilley) 


Nov*  6  Wilson  (Brockner  et  al)  see  also  under n notes 
Sept. 18  (F)  Delaware  Park  (Beardslee  et  al) 

Oct.  24  (L)  Grand  Island  (Brockner,  Brown) 

Sept. 10  (L)  Tonawanda  (Herndon,  Tilley) 

Oct.  15  (L)  0.0.  Swamp  (Eckler) 


E^own  Thrusher 
H 3  rmit  Thrush 
Cclden-cr  oKinglet 
Pipit 

Northern  Shrike, 
Yellow-thr.  Vireoi 
Blue -headed  Vireo 
Orange  -crowned 


Oct0  11  3  (L)  Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

Sept. 17  (F)  Grand  Island  (Herndon) 
Sept .23  (F)  Leroy  (Haze It on) 


Sept 
Nov0 
Nov  • 
Sept 
Oct  o 


o  5 

6 

6 

•  13 
16 
Oct « 
11 

.26 

9 

9 


Warbler 
OCt  9 

Nashville  Warbler  Sept 
Magnolia  Warbler  Oct. 
Cape  May  Warbler  Oct , 
Black- thr.  Blue  Warbler 
Myrtle  Warbler  Sept 

Chcsnut -s ided  Warbler  Oct, 
Wo  Palm  Warbler 
Ovenbird 
Conn.  Warbler 


(F) 

(L) 

(P) 

(L) 

(L) 

4 

(L) 

(L) 

(L) 

(L) 


Evans  (Dr.  Gordon  Meade) 
Grand  Island  (Beards lee) 
Grand  Island  (Beards lee) 
Buffalo  (Herndon,  Tilley) 
Erie  Beach,  Ont.  (Beardslee ) 
(F)  Goat  Is.  (Bourne) 

Forest  Lav/n  (Mitchell) 

O.Oo  Swamp  (Beardslee) 


cpt 


Fort  Erie,  Ont 
Fort  Erie,  Ont 
25  (L)  Chestnut 


(Herndon,  Tilley) 
(Herndon,  Tilley) 
Ridge  Park  (Bourne) 
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(P) 

16 

Oct  9  1  (L) 

Sept. 24  (L) 
Sept. 23  (F) 


Riverside  Park 
(L)  Erie  Beach, 

0.  0»  Swamp  (Ecklcr) 
Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 
Ft.  Eric,  Ont.  (Eamcs ) 


(Herndon,  Tilley) 
Ont.  (Beardslee) 


( Verr ill, Mitchell ) 


Nor.  Yellow-throat 
Hooded  Warbler 


Oct  » 
Oct  o 
Sept 
Sept 


Abino,  Ont.  (Eamcs) 
Orchard  Park 


Yellow-headed  Blackbird 


Cardinal 

Re s  e -br .  Gr osbeak 
Pine  Siskin 

Savannah  Sparrow 
Vesper  Sparrow 
Junco 

Fox  Sparrow 
Snow  Bunting 


Nov  o 
Nov  „ 
Sept 
Oct » 

Oct . 
Oct  6 
Sept 
Oct  o 
Nov® 
Oct  o 


7  Pt. 

15  (L)  Orchard  Park,  N.  Y.  (Johnson) 

,23  2  (L)  Goat  Island  (Mitchc-ll) 

,24  (L)  Chestnut  Ridge  Park  (Herndon) 

Oct.  13  (F)  Burntship  Creek,  Grand  Is .Ad. Male, 
with  Redwings  (Beardslee,  McNutt)  second 
record  for  territory.  Seen  also  Oct.  16 
(Mitchell )and  Oct0  3.9  (L)  (Beardslee) 

Grand  Island  (Brockncr,  Somcrside) 

Squaw  Is.  (Buffalo  (Mitchell) 

8  (L)  Goat  Island  (Beardslee 

30  with  Goldfinches,  Grand  Is. 

(Beadle,  Moore) 

(L)  Buffalo  (Brockncr) 

(L)  Holland  (Brockncr,  Somersido) 

(F  migrants)  Riverside  Park  (Tilley) 

3  (?)  TIfft  St.  Buffalo  (Mitchell  et 
(L)  Grand  Is.  (Brockncr,  Somcrside) 


5 

6 

22 
6  (F) 


30 

30 

,13 

8 

5 

30 


al) 


40  (F)  Pt  e  Abino,  Ont.  (Jameson) 


REPORT  ON  1938  FALL  DUCK 


CENSUS 


On  October  23,  the  date  of  our  fall  duck  census,  the  weather  was 
fair  and  moderate,  following  some  stormy  and  rainy  days  during  the 
previous  week  when  several  flocks  of  geese  had  been  seen  going  south. 
While  there  were  a  number  of  unusual  records,  the  number  of  waterfowl, 
with  one  or  two  exceptions  was  disappointing. 

Those  who  took  part  in  the  census  and  the  territories  covered,  follow 


A~Canadian 

B-Canadian 


Shore 

Shore 


of 

of 


Niagara  River, 
Lake  Erie 


and  Goat  Island  (James  Savage) 
Ft,  Erie  to  Pt .  Colborne  (Dr.  Lee 
Herndon  and  his  sons  Leroy  and  John) 
C-Springville ,N.Y.  and  vicinity  (Mr.  and  Mrs®  Jas0  A.  Creighton) 
D-Chautauqua  County  (Winston  Brockncr  and  Mary  Brown) 

E-Lakes  in  Wyoming  &  Cattaraugus  Co.  (Mr.  &  Mrs.  Benj .  Winship ) 
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G  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Pt  •  Colhorne  to  Grand  River 

(Mr o  &  Mrso  Tom  Kelly..,  Mrs,  Lloyd  Mansfield, 
Mrs,  Herbert  Hickman,  Roger  Cobh) 


H 

J 


K 

M 


-  Lake  Ontario  Shore,  Charlotte  to  Oak  Orchard  (Mr«  &  Mrs,  E.C. Ulrich) 

-  Grand  Island  and  Hyde  Park  ( C QS 0BeardsIee,  Mrs0  Madison, 

Miss  Alma  Cohn,  Miss  Elizabeth  Prochnow, 

Miss  Heather  Thorp,  Ev •  Jameson.  Jr0  and  others  in 
Mr*  Beardslee's  Class  at  Museum) 

-  Forest  Lawn,  Delaware  Park,  Tifft  St,  Marshes  and  American  side  of 

Niagara  River  (H0D,Mit chell  and  Miss  Cornie  Moore) 

-  Lake  Ontario  Shore,  Lyndonville  to  Wilson  (C0A0Somerside,  Mr,  and 

Mrs,  GeooC,  Kratzer,  Mrs,  Doll  Reynolds) 


N  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  Eastern  Area  (Ray  M,  Verrill  and  Alfred  D.Wander) 

0  -  South  Shore  of  Lake  Erie,,  .Buffalo  to  Silver  Creek  (Ward  Klepfer  and 

Robert  Mansfield) 

P  -  Leroy,  New  York  and  vicinity  (Mr ,&Mrs » Edward  A,Eames,Fred  Hazelton) 

Q  -  Holland,  No  Y,  and  vicinity  (Miss  Mabel  H,  James) 

P  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  Western  Area  (Mr,  and  Mrs,  H,  E»  Eckler ) 

R  -  Angola-on-the-Lake  (Miss  E,  and  Katherine  Praemassing) 

The  complete  list  of  birds  follows,  the  letters  referring  to  the 
groups  reporting  the  records,  r'Fn  refers  to  first  fall  migrant 
reported,  ?,Ln  to  last  fall  migrant  reported: 


11  Common  Loon  (H,K,M)  nFn,  38  Horned  Grebe  "Fn,  122  Pied-billed 
Grebe,  1  Double-crested  Cormorant  (G)  nF" ,  6  Great  Blue  Heron, 

1  Green  Heron  (M)  nLM,  1  Black-cr0  Night  Heron' (K),  1  Amer,  Bittern 
(J )  "L",  16  Mute  Swan  (D),  460  Canada  Goose  (M,N £)),  144  Mallard, 

1614  Red-legged  and  Common  B  lack  Duck,  2  Gadwall  (J),  134  BaL  dpate 
90  Pintail,  12  Green-winged  Teal  (A,N),  93  Blue-winged  Teal, 

5  Shoveller  (J),  79  Wood  Duck,  105  Redhead (D, J ),  12  Ring-necked  Duck(J ) 
40  Canvas-back  (D),  1802  Greater  and  Lesser  Scaup  Ducks,  3  Amer, 
Golden-eye  (H)  nFn,  24  White-winged  Scoter  (K,M),  2  Surf  Scoter (K)nF” , 

1  Ruddy  Duck  (H)  mF",  2  Amer,  Merganser  (K,0)',  9  Red-br,  Merganser  (G,H ) 

1  Turkey  Vulture  (D),  2  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  (M,N),  9  Red-tailed  Hawk 
(C,N,0),  3  Bald  Eagle  (D,G,H),  16  Marsh  Hawk,  15  Sparrow  Hawk 
5  Ruffed  Grouse  ( C ) ,  117  Pheasant,  1  Florida  Gallinule  (J )  "L1' 

527  Coot,  228  Killdeer,  3  B  lack-bellied  Plover  (G),  4  Ruddy  Turnstone 
(B)  T,L%’7  Wilson's  Snipe  ( J )  2  Greater  Yollowlegs  (K)  4  Lesser  Yellow- 
legs  (P)  ”Ln,  7  Knot  (B)  nL" ,  34  Red-backed  Sandpiper  nLn, 

5  Sanderling*  (G)  "L”,  395  Herring  Gull,  1195  Ring-billed  Gull, 

1  Laughing  Gull  (J),  509  Bonaparte's  Gull,  15  Mourning  Dove, 

1  Black-billed  Cuckoo  (D)  nLn,  1  Screech  Owl  (E),  1  Chimney  Swift  (0)"L 
4  Belted  Kingfisher  (D,J,M)  "L%  1  Flicker  (0)  nLr',  1  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker  (P),  1  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckcr  (0)  "L%  2  Hairy  Woodpecker 
(0-,G),  26  Downing  Woodpecker,  99  Prairie  Horned  Lark,  10  Blue -Jay, 

759  Crow,  201  Chickadee,  16  Whit e -br , 'Nuthatch,  1  Red-br,  Nuthatch  (B), 

13  Brown  Creeper,  6  Winter  Wren  (B,K),  4  Prairie  Marsh  Wren  (J), 

322  Robin,  29  Hermit  Thrush,  67  Bluebird,  298  Golden-cr.  Kinglet, 

48  Ruby-cr.  Kinglet  f,L",  36  Pipit  (D,G,J,M,Q)  4515  Starling, 

60  Myrtle  Warbler,  1  Blackpoll  Warbler  (K)  nL",  1  Yellow  Palm  Warbler (K) 
(L),  1075  English  Sparrow,  198  Meadowlark,  1715  Redwing, 

54  Rusty  B  lackbird  (J,M),  79  Bronzed  Grackle  (B  ,J),  146  Cowbird, 

9  Cardinal  (G,0,Q,R),4  Purple  Finch(G.K),  136  Goldfinch,  7  Red-eyed 
Towhee  nL,r  (0,B)  Savannah  Sparrow  1  (P),  139  Vesper  Sparrow, 

1706  Slate-col,  Junco,  41  Tree  Sparrow  MF%  7  Chipping  Sparrow  "LM, 

14  Field  Sparrow  nLn,  5  White-cr,  Sparrow  (J,K)  '’L'1,  57  White-thr0 
Sparrow,  14  Fox  Sparrow,  9  Swamp  Sparrow  (D,J,P),  110  Song  Sparrow. 
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Total:  104  Species,  19,978  Individuals with  other  fall 

census  records  as  follows  s 

Oct.  20,1935  -  94  Species  22,264  Individuals,  2000  of  which  were 

Starlings 

Oct.  25,1936  -101  "  27,374  "  4168  ”  "  "  » 

Oct.  3,1937  -147  ”  37,838  18674  "  "  "  " 

The  promptness  with  which  census  results  were  reported  on  Sunday 
evening  allowed  the  results  to  he  compiled  quickly,  and  Ray  Vcrrill 
was  able  to  give  a  complete  report  to  the  Buffalo  Courier  Express  for 
the  morning  issue  of  October  24  and  further  information  to  the 
Buffalo  Evening  News  for  the  Monday  evening  edition.  Thank  you  all 
for  your  cooperation. 

The  duck  census  was  disappointing  as  fewer  ducks  were  seen  than  had 
been  expected,  only  Black  Ducks  and  Scaups  holding  their  own  in 
numbers  compared  with  similar  dates  in  recent  years.  The  4  species 
taken  off  the  protected  list  this  year  show  the  following  comparison 
with  the  results  of  the  1936  census  held  on  Oct.  25,  a  comparable  date: 


1936  1938 


Redhead 

209 

105 

Canvas -back 

612 

40 

Buff le -head 

158 

none 

Ruddy  Duck 

17 

1 

It  would  seem  that  we  can  ill  afford  to  remove  protection  from 
these  4  species,  if  we  wish  to  conserve  them  for  future  generations 
to  enjoy. 

Some  of  the  unusual  records  of  birds  which  lingered  behind  the 
regular  migration,  possibly  due  to  the  unseasonably  warm  weather  of 
the  past  two  weeks  included  1  Green  Heron  at  Bond  Lake,  7  Knot  at 
Bay  Beach,  Ont«,  1  Black-billed  Cuckoo  at  Lake  Erie,  State  Park, 
Brocton,  1  Chimney  Swift  at  Sturgeon  Pt .  (reported  by  Ward  Klepfer 

and  Robert  Mansfield),  1  Blackpoll  Warbler  in  Poorest  Lawn,  1  Yellow 

Palm.Warbler  at  Tifft  St.  Buffalo  (this  bird  was  colleted  as  the 
first  definite  record  &r  our  territory,  although  there  are  at  least 
4  previous  sight  records  of  its  occurrence  here).  Many  Meadowlarks 

were  noted  in  migration.  A  few  scattering  groups  of  Tree  Sparrows 

signalled  the  coming  of  our  winter  resident  land  birds,  which  should 
arrive  in  numbers  with  the  next  cold  wave. 

More  Canada  Geese  were  reported  than  on  our  previous  census  trips  at 
this  season,  and  many  flocks  have  been  reported  flying  over  Buffalo 
both  before  and  after  the  census  day. 

Harold  D.  Mitchell 


NOTES 

Birds  reported  in  October,  1938  total  146  species,  4  of  which  are 
new  for  the  year.  This  brings  our  total  for  the  year  to  246  species. 
In  October,  1937,  165  species  were  reported,  with  4  new  for  the  year, 
and  the  yearly  list  totalled  248  species  at  that  time. 

The  Tufted  Titmice  are  back  again  at  Orchard  Park.  Dr.  Lawrence 
Johnson  first  noted  one  this  fall  on  Oct.  19  and  4  were  at  his  feed¬ 
ing  station  on  November  6  and  7o  'Mr.  Benjamin  Winship  states  that 
his  friends,  the  Becks,  saw  young  titmice  being  fed  in  the  orchard 
near  the  Quaker  Meeting  House  in  Orchard  Park  during  the  early 
summer,  so  the  titmice  must  have  nested  nearby.  This  is  the  second 
record  of  their  breeding  in  our  territory. 


■ 

: 

' 

. 

■ 

On  October  11  ,  Mr.  Thos.  L.  Bourno-  noted  c„  pnej^TOjrcrcrd "Hawk  migration 
near  Wellsville  •  Most  of  the  hawks  were  R-e-d— tails,  but  there  were 
also  11  Turkey  Vultures. 

Late  this  summer,  while  on  a  trip  through  Tuckerman’s  Ravine,  in  the 
White  Mt s .  at  4,000  Ft.  elevation.  Prof#  W.  P.  Alexander  saw  a  pair  of 
AreticThree-toed  Woodpeckers,  which  were  very  tame  and  allowed  close 
inspec  tion.  He  also  saw  several  Hudsonian  (Acadian?)  Chickadees  there. 

Howard  Fischer  reports  Barn  Owls  early  this  summer  in  the  spire  of 
Emanuel  Church  in  Tona wanda. 

A  Phalarope,  almost  unquestionably  a  Northern  Phalarope,  was  seen  from 
above  the  Peace  Bridge  on  October  8,  by  Mi3s  Helen  Hart, 

The  Eaton  Bird  Club  reports  a  Red  Phalarope,  during  the  week  of 
September  26,  from  the  marshes  near  Branchport . 

A  Wilson’s  Petr C1  at  Ontario  Beach  Park,  on  September  25,  is  the 
rare  record  from  the  Burroughs  Audubon  Nature  Club.  The  Atlantic 
hurricane  of  Sept.  21  also  added  pelagic  birds  to  the  inland  bird 
records  of  New  England.  There  were  5  Yellow-billed  Tropic  birds  in 
Vermont,  a  Creator  Shear-water  and  Cory  Shearwater  in  Vermont  and  1 
Greater  Shearwater  in  W.  Mass.  A  Gannet  in  Vt.;  several  Leach’s  Petrels 
in  Vt.  and  W.  Mass.,  and  at  Monomay  on  the  coast  5  Black  Skimmers. 

The  Bulletin  of  New  England  Bird-life  for  Sept.  16  -  Oct.  15  contains 
also  records  of  a  Pacific  Loon,  Yellow  Crowned  Night  Heron,  Qa  Goshawk, 
Pigeon  Hawk,  Long-tailed  Jaeger,  Arkansas  King  bird.  Western  Tanager, 
Bobolink,  Cardinal,  Clay-colored  Sparrow  and  large  flocks  of  Scoters, 
as.many  as  40,0gg  gt  the  height  of  migration,  more  of  the  Surf  Scoters 
being  noted  there/ in  many  years. 

For  comparison  closer  at  home,  Mr.  Edson  of  the  Bur rough’s  Audubon 
Nature  club  has  given  on  his  list  for  the  week  of  Oct.  7  a  Goshawk, 
Red-backed  Sandpiper,  Wood  Thrush  and  migrant  Shrike ;  week  of  Oct. 21, 
European  Widgeon,  Semi-palmat cd  Plover,  Olive-backed  Thrush,  Pine 
Siskin  and  snow  bunting,  week  Oct.  28,  Buffle-head,  1  Ruddy  Duck, 
Clive-backed  Thrush. 

The  Ruddy  and  Buffle-head  ducks  found  shelter  on  the  ponds  at 
Mendon  Ponds  Park.  Similarly  on  our  duck  census  day,  the  only 
Ruddy  recorded  was  on  recently  acquired  property  of  the  state  on  the 
west  end  of  Braddock’s  Bay  and  just  out  of  gun  range  of  occupied 
blind  on  the  bay. 

Wo  learn,  with  much  pleasure,  that  one  of  our  new  members,  Gerald 
Talbot  Rogers  of  Hamburg,  recently  entered  Cornell  University  to 
pursue  the  study  of  Ornithology.  At  various  times  he  has  been  in  the 
field  observing  birds  with  Mr.  Thomas  L.  Bourne  and  Mr.  Jas.  A. 

Creighton  and  he  has  submitted  a  number  of  records  to  The  Prothonotary 
from  Hamburg  and  vicinity.  At  an  early  age  he  showed  a  pronounced 
interest  In  natural  history,  and  as  his  objectives  became  clarified 
and  his  enthusiasm  for  bird  study  increased,  he  determined  to  make 
ornithology  a  life  pursuit.  We  wish  Mr.  Rogers  every  success  in  the 
realization  of  his  ambition,  and  will  follow  his  career  with  the 
keenest  interest. 

The  Audubon  Society  of  Buffalo,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Edward 
C.  Avery,  has  issued  a  Bird  Almanac  for  1939,  which  Is  not  only  a 
calendar  with  bird  pictures  for  each  month,  but  which  contains  informa¬ 
tion  on  birds  to  look  for  each  month,  many  lines  of  poetry  and  a  final 
sheet  on  which  bird  migration  records  may  be  kept.  The  Almanac  makes 
a  very  suitable  Christmas  gift  to  any  lover  of  the  outdoors,  and  can 
also  be  used  to  supplement  nature  study  work  In  tho  schools.  Mr.  Ward 
Klepfer  of  169  Morris  Ave.  Buffalo  will  be  glad  to  receive  your  orders 
for  the  Almanacs  at  65^  each.  Sample  copies  will  be  sent  on  approval. 
The  proceeds  will  be  used  to  further  the  work  on  tho  protection  of 
birds  and  the  education  of  children  in  the  love  of  birds  and  their 

fi  - 


value  to  man. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING 


On  Oct,  12  we  met  for  the  first  fall  meeting  and  also  for  the  first 
time  in  the  Humboldt  Room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Sciences. 

Because  of  the  timeliness  and  cogency  of  the  article  written  by 
Mr.  Verrill  and  printed  in  the  Courier  Express  on  the  lowered  duck  law, 
we  voted  to  buy  100  copies  of  this  issue  for  distribution  to  those 
interested  in  the  Mild  Life  Federation. 

The  society  accepted  the  modified  by-laws  tabled  at  the  last  meeting 
and  also  authorized  the  printing  of  150  copies  of  these  laws. 

Mrs*  Mansfield,  the  retiring  treasurer  gave  her  annual  report,  which 
was  accepted  with  thanks^  and  the  retiring  president,  Mr.  hander,  in 
his  very  complete  report,  summarized  the  events  and  accomplishments  of 
the  past  year. 

The  following  candidates,  proposed  by  the  executive  committee,  were 
elected  to  cffice  for  the  year  ending  October,  1939. 


Honorary  President 
President 
Vice-President 
Treasurer 

Recording  Secretary 
Corresponding  Secretary 
Statisticians 


James  Savage 
Tom  Kelly 
James  Creighton 
Mrs.  James  Madison 
Winston  Brockner 
Miss  Elizabeth  procknow 
Clark  S.  Beardslee 
Harold  D«  Mitchell 


MEETING  OF  OCTOBER  26th 


For  the  first  meeting  under  the  new  president,  Tom  Kelly,  we 
assembled  at  the  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Much 
satisfaction  was  expressed  by  all  over  the  recent  publicity  of  the 
fall  duck  census,  Mr.  Henry  Lenz,  former  chairman  of  the  Junion 
Chamber  of  Commerce  conservation  committee  gave  a  short  talk. 

The  president  appointed  the  following  committees: 


MEMBERSHIP: 

PROGRAM: 

HOUSE: 

PUBLICITY: 

CONSERVATION 

STATISTICAL: 

EXECUTIVE: 


Mr.  George  Kratzer,  Chairman, 

Mr se  Lou.  Mansfield 
Mrs.  Alice  E.  Ulrich,  chairman, 
Mary  E.  Brown,  and  Mrs.  Herbert 
Alfred  D.  Wander 

E.  Verrill,  chairman,  Alfred 


Clair  Somerside  and 


Clark 

Hickman 


S.  Beardslee, 


Ray 


D.  Wander 

James  Creighton,  chairman,  Benjamin  Winship, 

Lee  Herndon,  Roger  Cobb  and  George  Kratzer 


Dr 
H.  D 
Ward 


,  Mitchell 
Klepfer, 


and  C  • 
Robert 


S.  Beardslee 
Mansfield 


W.  Brockner,  Secretary 
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EDITOR'S  ROTE 


The . Prothonotary  has  been  a  source  of  deep  satisfaction  and  also 
much  concern  to  those  who  have  had  the  responsibility  of  its  compila¬ 
tion,  publication,  delivery,  and  maintenance.  Never  has  it  been  self- 
austaining,  even  though  the  only  expenses  Involved  concern  materials, 
a  small  fee  for  cutting  stencils,  and  In  some  cases  postal  charges. 
Because  of  the  close  affinity  between  the  society  and  the  pamphlet, 
tho  treasury  of  the  organization  has  always  met  the  deficit*  A  recent 
report  of  the  business  manager  showed  some  unpaid  subscriptions,  past 
duoo  A  prompt  payment  of  these  monies  when  due  and  also  additional 
subscriptions  can  to  a  large  degree  offset  the  small  annual  arrearage 
of  this  paper. 

In  one  other  manner,  the  return  of  records,  can  members  help 
expedite  the  printing  of  our  publication.  The  compilation  of  the 
monthly  records  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  important  parts  of  the 
Prothonotary ,  You  can  greatly  help  by  getting  your  records  to 
Mr  a  Harold  D,  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York 
promptly  after  the  first  of  every  month. 

Editor:  Edward  C,  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York 

Business  Manager:  Alfred  D,  Wander,  175  Saranac  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 
Treasurer:  Miss  Bertha  Schwenger,  526  Delaware  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N  Y* 

PWUR E  ~  EVENTS 

Hayes  Friday 'Night  Lecture  -  8:30  P»M«  December  2, 

Dra  George  Mo  Sutton,  "Birds  of  Oklahoma" ,  Under  joint 
auspices  of  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  and  the 
Audubon  Society  of  Buffalo  (West  door  open  to  members  at 
8:00  P*M®) 

At  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
November  9*  1938  -  8:00  P •  Ms 
Birds  of  Colorado"  by  Bertha  C.  Schwenger 

November  30,  1938  -  8:00  P«Mo 

Report  of  recent  A„0,U„  meeting  by  Harold  D.  Mitchell 

OFFICERS 

Honorary  President  —  James  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Buffalo,N,Y, 
President  -  Tom  M*  Kelly,  150  Parkwood  Ave.,  Kenmore,  N.  Y. 

Vice-President-  James  Ao  Creighton,  397  Highland  Ave,,  Hamburg,  N.  Y, 
Treasurer  -  Mrs,  Richard  D.  Madison, '218  Brantwood  Rd*, Snyder, N.Y. 

Recording  Secretary,  Winston  W,  Brockncr,  175  Dutton  Ave ., Buff alo,N.Y, 
Corresponding  Sccrctary-Miss  Elizabeth  Prochnow,  940  Amherst  ot.,Bllo. 

Statisticians:  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

Tel.  -  UN-8532 

Clark  S,  Boards  lee,  132  McKinley  Pkwy.,  Konnom, ,  N.Y. 

Tel.  —  RI— 4818 
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THE  MONTH 


For  only  three  periods  during  the  month  did  the  temperature  go  below' 
normal,  on  one  day  early  in  the  month,  for  three  days  during  the 
middle,.  and  for  a  period  of  six  days  during  the  latter  part,  with  the 
resulting  average  daily  temperature  of  plus  4.0  over  norms 1. 
Precipitation  was  below  normsle  High  winds  Nov,  8,  47  mi.  per  hr.  4 
13th,  49  mi.  per  hr.,  29th,  47  mi.  per  hr„ 

The  feature  of  November  was  the  large  number  of  reports  of  Cardinals 
from  Buffalo  and  vicinity,  indicating  a  distinct  overlapping  of  their 
normal  range.  Has  the  unusually  warm  weather  affected  this  movement? 
In  1932  there  occurred  a  similar  extension  of  the  Cardinal1 s  normal 
range,  and  a  study  of  the  weather  conditions  that  fall  may  shed  some 
light  on  this  question.  The  presence  of  a  Little  Gull  on  the  Niagara 
River  on  the  20th  was  the  first  record  for  our  territory.  It  was  with 
a  large  flock  of  Bonaparte's  Gulls. 

At  Holland,  N.  Y,  on  Nov.  6  Kay  Verrill  saw  a  Red  Fox  and  a  12  point 
Buck  Deer. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Loon  -  Nov.  20 
Dec.  4 

Holboell's!  Grebe 
Horned  Grebe 
Pied-bo  Grebe 
Great  Blue  Heron 


Amer.  Egret 

Sept 

3 

Sept 

.18 

Amer.  Bittern 

Nov. 

1 

Nov. 

13 

Canada  Goose 

Sept 

.16 

Nov. 

20 

Nov, 

25 

Gadwall 

Dec, 

4 

Green-w.  Teal 

Dec . 

4 

Blue -Wo  Teal 

No  Vo 

20 

Shoveller 

Nov. 

13 

-  Grand  Island  (Cobb,  Kelley,  Klepfer,  Mansfield) 

(L)  Grand  Island  (Beardslee  et  al) 
ov.  20  (F)  Dunkirk  (Beardslee  et  all) 

Nov.  20  (L)  Niagara  River  opp.  Grand  Is.  (Eames) 

Nov.  13  (L)  Lake  Akron  (Pixley) 

-  many  late  reports  from  Grand  Island,  Niagara  River, 
Ellicott  Creek,  Forest  Lawn,  Point  Abino,  Out.  and 
0*  Oo  Swamp. 

2  Batavia  (Pixley) 

Lyndonville  (D.  A.  Smith) 

&  2  Lyndonville  (VJ»  A.  Smith) 

(L)  Oak  Orchard  (Eckler) 

Flock  flew  over  Elba  (C.  P.  Pratt  rep. pixley) 
30  Grand  Is.  (Cobb,  Kelly) 

(L)  flock  Lyndonville  (Geo,  Smith) 

(L)  2  Burntship  Creek,  Grand  Is.  (Ulrich) 

(L)  1  "  ”  "  "  " 

(L)  Oak  Orchard  (Eckler) 

(L)  Hyde  Park,  Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 


■■  >  ■  , 


Wood  Duck 
Ring -necked  Duck 
Amer.  Scoter 


Y/hite-w.  Scoter 


Nov « 
Nov. 
Nov . 
Dec. 
Nov  o 
Dec. 

Turkey  Vulture  Oct. 
Rough- legged  Hawk  Nov 
Bob  White  Nov. 
Coot  NoVo 
Killdeer  -  common  up 

Nov, 

Black-bellied  Plover 
\ '  o  od  c  o  ck  N  o  v . 
wilsonT  s  Snipe  Nov. 


(L) 

(L) 


15 
13 
20 

4 

20 
4 

16 
.  2 

12 
20  (L) 
to  Nov. 

27  (L) 
Nov.  6 
15  (L) 
8  (L) 


1 

10 

2. 


Greater  Yellowlegs  0ct.29(L) 
Glaucous  Gull 
Gtc  Black-backed 

Little  Gull 

Mourning  Dove 
Screech  Owl 
Gt.  Horned  Owl 
Long -eared  Owl 


Dec  o 
Gull 
Dec. 
Nov. 

N  o  v . 
N  o  v . 
Nov. 
Nov . 
Dec . 

Short -eared  Owl  Nov. 
Belted  Kingf isherNov. 

Dec . 


N.  Flicker 


N.  Pileated 


Nov . 26 

Red -be  Hied  Wood  pecker  Nov.  6 
Red -headed  Woodpecker  Dec.  4 


V  inter  Wren 
Mockingbird 
Robin 

Hermit  Thrush 
Pipit 

Northern  Shrike 

Black-thr.  Blue 
Myrtle  Warbler 


Black-thr.  Green 
Mead ow lark 

E.  Redwing 


Rusty-Bl.  Bird 
Cowbird 


Oak  Orchard  (Eckler) 

Lake  Akron  (Pixley) 

10  Buffalo  Harbor  (savage) 

"  "  (Mitchell  et  al) 

Buffalo  Harbor  (Savage) 

"  _  "  (Mitchell  et  al) 

Flock  25  Lake  La  Grange  (Hazelton,  Iixley) 

(F)  Lyndonville  (Geo.  Smith) 

&  27  -  covey  of  10  Lyndonville  (Smith) 

2  Grand  Is.  (Klepfer,  Mansfield) 

6,  Nov.  24-1  Buffalo  (Helen  Hart) 

Point  Abino,  Ont.  (Jameson) 

(L)  Grand  Island  (Beardslee  et  al) 

E.  Elms  (Simmons) 

Tonawanda  (Fischer) 

Grand.  Island  (Young) 

4  .(F)  Niagara  Falls  (Mitchell  et  al) 

Nov.  29  (F)  Niagara  Falls  (Mitchell) 

4-7  Olcott,  Lake  Ontario  (Ulrich) 

20  (F)  near  Interna tional  R.  R.  Bridge,  Buffalo 

(Mitchell) 

Elma  (Simmons)  Dec.  4  Grand  Is.  (Creighton) 
in  Nesting  Box,  Lyndonville  (Smith) 

Buffalo  (heard  hooting)  (Verrill) 

1  Elmlawn  Cemetary  (Mitchell,  Verrill) 

&  4  -  3  Lincoln  Park  (Kelly,  Herndon, Jameson) 
Hamburg  (V/.  D.  Dugan) 

Creek  No.  of  Medina  (V:.  A.  Smith) 

Dufferin  Is.  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. (Mitchell  et 

al) 

Batavia  (Pixley) 

Silver  Creek  (Beardslee) 

Nov.  6  Scottsville  (Hazelton,  Pixley) 

Nov. 20  Holland  (Verrill) 

Clarksburg  (Jameson) 

Scottsville  (Hazelton,  Pixley) 

Grand  Island  (Beardslee  et  el) 

30  (L)  Pt«  Abino,  Ont.  (Jameson) 

1,  2,  3  -  City  Hospital  Ground s, Buff alo( Brockner) 
*  Many  late  records  from  Buffalo,  Delaware  Park 
Grand  Is.  Boston  and  Point  Abino,  Ont. 

24  (L)  Amherst  (Jameson) 

Harbor  Breakwall  (Helen  Hart) 

Grand  Island  ( Beardslee, Ulri ch) 

0.  0.  (Eckler) 

Warbler  Oct.  4  (L)  Orchard  Park  (Mrs.  W inship) 

Oct.  20  Grand  Island  (Young) 

Chippewa,  Ont.  (Brockner)  A  warbler,  not 
well  seen,  but  resembling  this  species,  and 

with  a  similar  note. 

Oct.  11  (L)  Orchard  Park  (Mrs.  Winship) 

4 -Elmwood  Ave .  Tonawanda  (Mitchell,  Verrill) 
1-Boston  (Klepfer,  Mansfield) 

200  -  Orchard  Park  (Winship) 

2  -  Holland  (Verrill) 

(L)  Lyndonville  (Yu' •  Smith) 

(L)  Oak  Orchard  (Eckler) 

(L)  74  Holland  (Verrill) 


Nov. 

Nov. 

Woodpecker 


15 

12 

10 

26 

3 

12 

20 

4 

18 

20 


Oct . 
Dec . 


Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 


24 

17 


(L)  Buffalo 
&  Dec.  4,  2 
1 


De  c . 


Warbler 
Nov.  26 
Nov. 

Nov . 
Nov. 

Nov . 

De  c . 

Nov  • 


27 

6 

20 

26 

4 

20 


2 


Cardinal 

o 

s 

» 

4 

Nov . 

5 

Nov. 

6 

New  . 

10 

Nov . 

16 

N  o  v . 

17 

Nov. 

27 

Dec . 

4 

Pine 

Siskin 

Oct. 

31 

Chipping  Sparrow/ 

Oct. 

28 

Swamp 

Sparrow 

N  ov . 

6 

Dec . 

4 

Song  Sparrow  -An 
Snowflake 


-  4  Tifft  St.  Buffalo  (Mrs.  Dcrnsn) 

Grand  Island  (Brockner,  Somerside) 

Bird  Is.  Buffalo  (Mitchell, 

Lancaster  (Swift) 

4  Orchard  park  (kinship,  Johnson) 

Itoffalo  (Harold  R.  Robertson) 

Transit  Road  (Jameson 

Grand  Is.  (Creighton)  Also  many  repeat  records 
(L)  5  Buffalo  (Somerside) 

(L)  Springville  (Somerside) 

Grand  Island  (Brockner  et  al) 
bird  Is,  Buffalo  (Ulrich) 


unusually  large  number  of 
Nov.  8,  25  Niagara  Falls 


reports  of  wintering  birds 
(Beardslee) 


THE  PR OTHON 0 T ARY  V : ARBLER  IN  WESTERN  NEb  YORK 

One  of  the  most  unusual  phenomena  in  the  bird  life  of  Western  New 
York  is  the  colony  of  nesting  Prothonotary  U.arblers  in  Oak  Orchard 
Swamo.  The  finding  of  this  colony  by  our  members  constitutes  one  of 
the  most  important  items  in  our  records,  and  led  to  the  naming  of  this 
publication.  To  those  unfamiliar  with  the  history  of  the  discovery 
of  our  Prothonotaries  a  brief  account  of  it  may  be  of  interest  and 
should  be  a  matter  of  record. 

Ordinarily  we  think  of  Prothonotary  harblers  as  a  southern  species 
which  could  hardly  be  expected  to  appear  in  our  state  except  as  a 
casual.  Records  prior  to  1930  were  indeed  few.  Bergtold  mentions  it 
as  a  rare  visitant,  but  the  only  definite  dates  which  we  have  found 
are  those  of  T*  L.  Bourne,  who  saw  one  south  of  Hamburg  May  20,  1923*--, 
and  Dr.  Anne  E.  Perkins,  who  found  one  at  Collins  Msy  26,  1924-”--;:-. 

On  May  11,  1930,  during  a  Spring  Census  taken  by  members  of  our 
Society  8t  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  Alice  Sherman  Ulrich,  Berths  bchwenger, 
and  Alfred  D.  Dander  returned  from  a  trip  down  Oak  Orchard  Creek  with 
the  report  that  they  had  observed  at  close  range  a  bird  which  could 
be  nothing  but  a  Prothonotary  Darbler#  It  is  no  reflection  on  the 
credibility  of  these  observers  to  state  that  our  Statisticians 
inquired  very  carefully  into  this  record,  rather  it  is  a  compliment 
to  them  that  their  observation  was  finally  accepted  as  positive. 

On  the  next  year’s  census,  taken  on  May  17,  1931,  the  tv/o  above- 
mentioned  ladies  again  explored  this  portion  of  the  creek,  and  this 
time  found  no  less  than  eight  prothonotaries,  which  were  observed 
later  in  the  day  by  the  other  members  present.  No  further  expeditions 
to  the  spot  were  undertaken  during  that  year,  but  as  we  thought  the 
matter  over  we  began  to  suspect  more  and  more  strongly  that  possibly 
a  breeding  habitat  had  been  discovered,  since  the  birds  were  present 
in  numbers  and  the  locality  was  ideal  for  their  nesting.  Oak  Orchard 
Creek  at  this  point  is  bordered  by  Button  Bush  ( Cephalanthus  Occident* 
alis),  growing  from  very  swampy  shores,  and  affording  many  excellent 
nesting  cavities  for  the  warblers.  Furthermore,  the  entire  swamp 
lies  in  a  belt  bordering  Lake  Ontario  which  has  a  considerably  lower 
elevation  than  any  other  portion  of  western  New  Y'ork,  and  which  is 
the  regular  habitat  of  several  Carolinian  species. 


* 
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In  May  of  the  following  year,  Mr .  and  Mrs.  Harlan  E.  Eokler  of  our 
Society  went  to  Oak  Orchard  and  camped  with  the  definite  purpose  of 
resolving  the  mystery.  Their  hopes"  were  realized  for  between  May  51 
and  June- 21,  1932  they  found  five  nests.  Each  year  since,  the 
Prothonotaries  have  returned  to  Oak  Orchard,  and  each  year  several 
nests  have  been  found.  Nov/  they  nest  as  readily  in  boxes  provided 
by  the  Ecklers  as  in  the  Button  Bushes,  and  this  year  (1938)  no  less 
than  nine  nests  were  under  observation,  three  being  second  broods 
after  the  young  of  the  first  had  left  the  nest. 

The  nests  in  this  colony  are  the  only  successful  ones  ever  found 
in.New  York  so  far  as  we  have  knowledge,  and  have  been  a  source  of 
pride  as  well  as  enjoyment  to  us  since  the  birds  were  first  discovered. 
An  excellent  series  of  motion  and  still  oictures  of  our  Prothonotaries 
and  their  nests  has  been  made  by  Mr.  Eckler . 

Bourne :  Auk,  XLII:  138 

-----  Ibid.,  date  given  as  May  22  in  error. 

"notes 

Birds  reported  for  November  total  92  species,  1  being  new  for  the 
year.  In  November,  1937,  93  species  were  reported,  with  1  new  for  the 
year  • 

Among  the  birds  observed  at  Presque  Isle,  Erie,  Pa.  on  Nov.  20,  by 
Clark  S.  Beardslee  and  members  of  his  class  on  Water  Birds,  were  28 
Whistling  Swan,  1  Blue  Goose,  20  Snowflake,  5  Myrtle  Warbler,  Cardinal 
and  8  Tufted  Titmouse.  At  Erie  a  week  later  Winston  Brockner,  Sylvia 
Booth  and  Francis  Young  observed  several  of  the  species  above  mentioned, 
also  Holboell's  and  Horned  Grebes,  3  Bufflehead,  30  Hooded  Merganser, 

7  Coot,  Common  Tern  and  2  Flicker. 

We  were  all  shocked  to  hear  that  Mr.  Glen  P.  Van  Eseltine  had 
succumbed  to  a  heart  attack  on  November  14.  He  was  fifty  years  of  age. 
He  had  been  a  leader  of  the  Eaton  Bird  Club  of  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  for  many 
years  and  contributed  much  to  the  ornithological  knowledge  of  that 
region.  Many  of  us  had  the  privilege  of  meeting  Mr.  Van  Eseltine 
during  his  several  trips  to  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  to  take  part  in  our 
spring  bird  census  trips,  and  we  highly  respected  him.  Wc  extend  our 
sincere  sympathy  to  his  family,  and  to  the  Eaton  Bird  Club. 


MEETING  OF  NOVEMBER  9th 

At  our  meeting  on  November  9th,  Miss  Bertha  Schwenger,  with  the  aid  of 
skins  and  slides,  gave  a  very  interesting  account  of  her  experiences 
in  Colorado  during  the  past  summer.  She  compared  the  birds  of  the 
East  with  their  related  forms  in  the  West. 

W.  Brockner. 

ME^IN^F~NWEMBER  30th 

Because  of  the  closeness  of  Thanksgiving  Day,  our  regular  meeting 
was  advanced  one  week  to  November  30th. 

Harold  D.  Mitchell  demonstrated  the  value  of  notes  in  his  summary 
of  the  A.  0.  U.  meeting.  At  this  meeting,  in  a  paper  on  fall  bird 
songs,  Aretas  Saunders  mentioned  50  species  which  sang  after  the 
nesting  season.  Mr.  Van  Tyne  told  of  the  Portland's  Warbler,  how  they 
confined  their  nesting  habitat  to  the  low  jack  pines  of  Northern  Michi¬ 
gan  and  changed  their  nesting  sites  when  the  trees  grew  larger . 

W.  Brockner 
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DECEMBER  _2 

On  December  2,  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  and  the  Buffalo 
Audubon  Society  sponsored  one  of  the  public  Friday  night  Hayet$T 
lectures  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  be  had  the 
extreme  good  fortune  to  secure  Dr.  George  M.  Sutton  for  our  speaker. 

Dr.  Sutton  lectured  on  the  birds  of  Oklahoma.  The  significance  of 
that  state  in  bird  life  was  made  apparent  by  a  geographical  map  which, 
showed  the  different  terrain,  swamps  in  the  southeast,  prairie  county 
tiL  the  southwest,  a  bit  of  desert  in  the  west,  part  of  the  Ozark  range 
:n  the  northeast,  and  the  endings  of  the  Rockies  in  the  northwest. 

Through  the  analysis  of  the  oriole,  he  showed  the  transitional  conditions 
jf  that  state.  Here,  there  are  Baltimore  oriole,  Bullock’s  orioles  and 
Intermediary  forms,  with  no  sharp  line  of  demarkation  in  the  range  or 
specie^ of  any  of  these  forms.  Dr*  Button  also  showed  related  floral 
and  faunal  conditions  over  all  of  the  state  from  the  swamps  to  the  dust 
bowl  and  from  the  desert  to  the  low  hills,  be  are  glad  to  have  had  the 
opportunity  to  take  part  in  this  innovation  on  the  part  of  the  Buffalo 
Society  of  Natural  Sciences  and  also  thank  Dr.  Button  for  his  compliance 
with  our  invitation. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE 


Since  the  beginning  of  our  paper,  the  local  distribution  has  been 
generously  done  by  different  members  of  our  group.  To  relieve  these 
volunteers  of  a  sometimes  burdensome  job,  the  executive  committee 
decided,  beginning  with  the  January  issue,  to  mail  the  Prothonotary 
to  the  entire  subscription  list  and  also  to  raise  the  subscription  price 
from  50  <f,  to  per  year  to  cover  the  added  cost  of  mailing. 

Please  send  in  your  notes  for  the  next  issue  by  January  5,  1939. 


MEETINGS: 


FUTURE  EVENTS 

Only  one  meeting  during  the  month  -  December  14,  1938 
Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00  P.  M. 
Planning  of  Bird  Lore  Christmas  Census,  Ray  M.  Verrill, 

leader . 


FIELD  TRIPS 


Annual  Christmas  Census  -  December 18, 

R.  M.  Verrill,  Leader,  DE-5105. 

Grand  Island  and  adjacent  territory  for  a  15  mile  diameter. 


Qji-ji  1 0 ill 


honorary  evident  -  James  ravage,  Buffalo  Atnletic  0j.ub,  Buffalo,  N. 
President  -  Tom  .1.  Nelly,  150  Jarxwood  avenue,  Nonmore,  New  fork 
Vice-President  -  James  a.  C*  eigiiton ,  397  n^gnland  -*-.enue,  hw.mburg,  n. 

-  xirs.  -ixicuard  -3.  Madison,  £19  r^ancvvood  ,  Snyder,  N 
Jrnston  m.  Brookner.  17o  Breton  ive. ,  Buffalo,  N. 


-i-reasurer 

recording  occre&ary, 


Corre spo nding  oecietury  -  Miss  Elizabeth  Piocnnow,  940  a-uiiei st  St. 


Bfl 


o  *ati stic ians : 


Harold  D.  Mitchell,  578  Crescent  avenue,  Buffalo,  IT.  1 
Ci_.rk  S.  -Se&rdslee  ,  1S£  McNinley  Pkwy .  ,  Ae nmo re  ,  N  •  £ . 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornitholo sri oal  Society 

BUFFALO,  NEW  Y 0RN 


THE  MOUTH 

December  temperature  averaged  plus  1.5°  over  normal.  Luring  4 
periods  of  the  month  and  for  a  total  of  ten  days,  the  thermometer 
showed  a  -o  temperature.  High  winds,  on  Lecember  5  and  4,  of  59  mi. 
per  hour  accompanied  a  rise  in  temperature  from  19°  on  the  2nd  to  54° 
on  the  5th.  Later  in  the  month,  on  the  2oth,  a  wind  of  66  mi.  per 
hour  and  60  mi.  per  hour  on  the  28,  came  with  a  drop  in  the  thermo¬ 
meter  of  21°  in  one  day.  Precipitation  for  the  month  was  nearly 
2T'  below  normal* 

The  month  has  been  exceptional  for  the  many  unusual  records  of 
birds  wintering  in  this  locality,  typical  examples  are  Puple  Band- 
White  -crowned  Sparrow,  Bronzed  Grackle,  Yellow-bellied  Sap- 


piper  , 
sucker 
Ho  bins 


Vesper  Sparrow  and  G-reen-w.  Teal.  There  have  also  been  more 
LxeadovJTarZs,  Sparrow  Hawks,  Red-headed  woodpeckers.  Cardinals 


and  Blue  Jays  reported  than  in  recent  winters 


HO TE WORTHY  RECORDS 


HolboellTs  Grebe  Dec. 
Horned  Grebe  Dec. 

Doubla-cr.  Cormorant  " 
Great  Blue  Heron  Dec. 
Canada  Goose  Oct. 

Wood  Luck  Dec* 

Go  shawk  Lo c . 

Bald  Eagle  Dec. 

Marsh  Hawk  Dec. 

European  Partridge  June 


26  Fort  Niagara  (Brockner,  Thorp) 

11  Niagara  River  (Beardslee) 

Buffalo  Harbor  (4  members) 

Forest  Lawn  ( Weierheiser ) 

60;  Oct.  20,  125;  Uov.  14,  60  Leroy ( Hazelton 
p  -  Duffer in  Is*  Ont.  (Beardslee  at.-al.) 

3  -  Can.  Shoro  Niagara  R.  &  Grand  Is.(Soeber) 
Athol  Springs  (Bourne) 

-  Grand  Island  (Madison) 

&  25  Franklinville  (Vaughan) 


Bob  White 
jfilldeer 

?u rp 1 o  Sandpiper 
Mourning  Love 


Lee . 
Nov. 
Leo. 
Lee . 
Lee  • 
Lee . 


25 
4 

19 
11 

26 
15 
28 

20 

15 

26 

17 

26 

11 

28 


o 

Uj 


Salamanca  (Mitchell) 

Hamburg  (Rogers,  Wilson) 

(L)  Holland  (James) 

Goat  Island  (Brockner,  Thorp)  see  Imas  Census 
Chestnut  Ridge  (Bourne)  Pt. Weller ,0nt . * Eames ) 
27  Grand  Island  (Madison) 


4  '  '  • 


Or 9 at  Horned  T  Owl 


Long-eared  Owl 


Short -eared  Owl 
Belted  kingfisher 

northern  Flicker 
Ked-headed  VvoodpeCxCer 

Yellow-bellied  Sap sue 

Prairie  Horned  Lark 
R  e  d -b  r .  Hu  th  at  ch 


Robin 


Golden-cr.  kinglet 

Ruby-cr,  kinglet 
Cardinal 


Pine  Grosbeak 

Whi  te  -crowned  Sparrow 


Snow  Bunting 


Dec.  1  Collins,  Spec,  brought  to  Ilus euro  (Hecca) 
Dec.  6  Sardinia  ”  ,r  "  "  (Hiller) 

Dec.  05  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

Pec.  10,  22,  26,  nO  Elmlawn  &  Lincoln  Park 

(4  members) 

Lee.  26  Elmlawn  (Cobb),  Wilson  ( Brockner , Thorp 
Hoy.  20  South  Wales  (James) 

Dec.  28  Goat  Island  (Beardsleo) 

Dec.  18  Batavia  (Pixley) 

Lee.  26  1  Queens  ton,  Out.  (W.B.Hobb  rep. Larkin) 

6  Ft.  Hiagara  (Brockner,  Thorp) 
ker  June  24  to  June  50  -  2  Franklinvi lie  (Vaughan) 
Dec.  26  Wilson  (Brockner,  Thorp) 

Hov.  27  (L)  25  Boston  (klepfer Mansfield ) 

Holland  at  feeding  station  repeatedly 

( James ) 

Dec.  27  k  29  Buffalo  (I.x.  Wheeler) 

Dec.  reports  from  Gowanda  (Beal)  and  Buffalo 
(Gee  Buffelo  Evening  Hews  Dec.  22  aid 
Buffalo  Courier  Express  Dec.  25) 

Dec.  19  Grand  Is.  (Beardslee)  also  Goat  Is. 
up  to  Dec.  5 0 

Hov.  2  and  Hov.  5  (L)  Leroy  (Hazel ton) 

Many  December  reports  from  Grand  Island, 
Lancaster,  Orchard  Park,  Chestnut -Ridge , 
East  Aurora,  Batavia  and  Youngstown. 

Dec.  15  (F)  Gowanda  (C.  H.  Beal) 

Dec.  26  to  Jl  First  winter  record  of  this 

species  -  comes  daily  to  feeding  station 
at  Hr.  Maxwell  Wheeler’s  home, 

42  baybrook  PI.,  Buffalo. 

Hov.  20  Grand  Is.  (Cobb,  T.  k  M.  kelly) 

Dec.  19  -  40-  Grand  Is.  (Beardsleo) 

Dec.  26  -  55  Sardinia  (Jameson) 

Dec.  51  -  50  Grand  Is.  (Jameson) 


CHRISTMAS  CEHSUS,  December  18,  1958 


Buffalo,  H.  Y.  Centering  from  Grand  Island,  including  Buffal 
Hiagara  Falls,  Cloudy,  ground  bare,  small  lakes  frozen,  wind 
Temperature  50°  -  ndw  ,  In  parties  made  up  as  follows : 


o  and 
1  i  gh  t , 


A 

B 


C 

D 


E 

F 


G 


H 

I 

J 

k 

L 

M' 


-  Buffalo  Harbor,  Canadian  Shore,  Hiagara  River  k  Goat  Is.  (Bourne, 

Savage,  Wilson) 

-  Erie  Beach  to  Willoughby  Marsh,  Ont.  (Duttweiler,  Schwenger, 

Wend ling) 

-  Buckhorn  Island  &  vicinity  (Seeber,  Al,  and  Howard  Wander) 

-  Horth  East  Section  Grand  Island  (Beardslee,  Brattle ,  Grotke, 

Mrs .  H i ckman ,  He Is  trom ,  Pro  chnow ) 

-  Horth  ’West  Section  Grand  Island  (Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oliver  Swift) 

-  South  East  Section  Grand  Island  (Booth,  Brockner,  Young) 

-  South  Vest  Section  Grand  Island  (Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  A.  Creighton, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  W .  kinship) 

-  South  End  Grand  Island  (Mr.  ana  Mrs.  E.  C.  Ulrich) 

-  To na wand a  k  Grand  Island  (Cobb,  kelly,  Vaughan) 

-  Horth  Tonawanda  to  H.  Falls  (Herndon,  king 
Willoughby  Marsh  (Beckstein,  klepfer) 

Delaware  Park  -  Lincoln  Park  (Mrs.  kelly,  Mrs.  Mansfield' 

American  Shore,  Hiagara  River  ( Almendinger ,  Mitchell,  Moore,  Paepke , 

Thorp) 

2 _ 


-  \\ 


; 


Reader :  I -i r .  II.  M.  V err  ill 


Letters  after  certain 
'./rich  reported  them: 


species  listed 


below  refer  to  above  pro  ups 


Common  Loon  I  (Vaughan),  Holboell’s 
Great  Blue  Heron  5  ( A, D,H ) ,  Canada 
Red-legged  and  Common  Black  Lu 
Green- winged  Teal  1C  (A),  Redh 
Canvas-back  601  ( A , H ) ,  Greater 
Golden-eye  1541,  Buxflehead  06 
2  (A),  Hooded  Llerganser  11  (L, 


Common  Hal lard  51 


(A) 


Pintail  56 


Grebe  1  (II),  Horned  Grebe  2  (£,C) 
oose  4  50  (  C  ) 
k  1619;  Baldpate,  9 
ad  7  (A),  Ring-necked 
and  Lesser  Scaup  Buck 
( A,H ) ,  Old 
Li) ,  Amer. 


Squaw  48,  White -winged 
lerganser  890 


Buck  5  ( A )  , 

4070.  Amor. 

Scoter 

Red-breasted 


Merganser  94,  Red- tailed  Hawk  10,  Sharp -shinned  Hawk  1  (B),  Cooper’s 
Hawk  1  (H),  Red-shouldered  Hawk  1  (II),  Rough-legged  Hawk  17,  Sparrow 
Hawk  59,  Ruffed  Grouse  1  (M)  Ring-necked  Pheasant  14E,  Purple  Sandpiper 
1  (A,  J,  M),  Iceland  Gull  1  (II),  Great  Black-backed  Gull  9,  Herring 
Gull  1471,  Ring-billed  Gull  44  Bonaparte’s  Gull  2145,  Mourning  Bove  5 
(A,  E ) ,  Screech  Owl  5  (A,  C,  G)  ,  Great-horned  Owl  5  ( B,  H),  Barred 
Owl  1  (A),  northern  Flicker  1  (C),  Red-headed  Woodpecker  4  ( G,  H), 

Hairy  Woodpecker  10,  Bowny  Woodpecker  55,  Blue  Jay" 79,  Crow  217, 
BlacK-capped  Chickadee  188,  White-breasted  nuthatch  55,  Brown  Creeper 
4  (B,  L,  Vaughan),  Winter  Wren  1  (A),  northern  Shrike  5  (C,D,H), 

Starling  5526.  English  Sparrow  2054.  1  lead owl ark  1  ( F ) ,  Rusty  Blackbird 


1  (G),  Cardinal 
colored  Junco  4 


8 


( 


A 

MX 


To  tal  6 
Last 


(B).  Goldfinch 
")  Tree 
species,  18,794 
year  55  species  were 


O 


Bp  0- 

7000  of  which  wore 


15  (G), 
Sparrow  585, 
ind ivi duals . 
reported  and 


Vesper  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow  7, 


( B ) ,  Slate- 


20,056  individuals,  over 


Herring 


Gulls 


Purple  Sand- 
in  the 

later  seen  by 
the  80 Ts  of 


The  outstanding  record  of  this  year’s  census  was  the 
piper,  discovered  near  the  outor  Three  Sisters  Island 
Canadian  Falls  Rapids  by  Stanley  Ring  and  Leo  Herndon, 
several  other  members.  This  is  the  first  record  since 
this  species  in  our  territory. 

Green-winged  Teal  at  Goat  Island  and  Vesper  Sparrow  on  Grand  Island 
were  also  our  first  Christmas  Census  records  and  in  fact  the  first 
recorded  midwinter  records  of  these  species.  Also  noteworthy  was 
the  large  flock  of  Canada  Geese  seen  flying  north  west  over  Buekhorn 
Island  and  the  number  of  Black  Bucks,  Baldpate,  Pintail,  Scaups  and 


exceeding 


those 


oi  any  ol 
Gulls 


all  three  Mergau 

totals  of  the  past  nine  years.  Herring 
than  the  four  previous  years.  Rough-legged  and 
twice  as  numerous  as  on  any  previous  census  and 
Cardinals  showed  a  large  increase  in  numbers. 

62  spvecies  surpassed  our  largest  previous  total 


our  Christmas  Census 
were  fewer  in  numbers 


Sparrow  Hawks  were 
Jays  and 


Blue 
While  our 
of  60  spec: 


total  of 
os  ( in  1955 ) , 


we  missed  several  which  have  often  been  recorded  on  our  census,  such  as 

Glaucous  Gull,  Long-eared  Owl,  Short-eared  Owl ,  Prairie 
Robin.  Golden-crowned  Ringlet,  Swamp  Sparrow f  Lapland 

not  permit  special  mention  of 

to 


does 


Marsh  H 

Horned  Lark, 

Long  spur  u,nd  Snow  Bu2iting.  Sp 

many  other  observations  of  individual  members,  but  thanks. ar 
all  participants  for  the  intensive  coverage  of  their  territorial 
as si gnm ents . 


du. 
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The  conservation  committee,  through  its  members,  has  prepared  a 
lumber  of  articles  in  order  to  bring  to  a  focus  a  definite  plan  of 
conservation  action  for  our  society.  The  article  for  this  month,  pre¬ 
pared  b  y  Lr .  <v  inship  deals  with  education.  Articles  on  different  phases 
of  this^  vital  subject  will  appear  in  coming  issues.  An  opinion  from 
the  memoers  on  these  articles,  either  at  the  meetings  or  through  the 
mail,  will  greatly  help  in  molding  our  future  policies  and  enable  us 
to  act  in  an  effective  way  on  conservation  matters. 

EDUCATION  IN  ITS  APPLICATION  TO  CONSERVATION. 


In  attacking  any  problem  from  the  educational  angle  it  is  well,  first 
to  take  account  of  the  public  attitude  toward  efforts  devised  to  pro¬ 
pagate  an  idea.  Generally  speaking,  the  spreading  of  an  idea  in  which 
you  and  I  are  interested  is  education.  On  the  other  hand,  the  spread¬ 
ing  of  an  idea  which  runs  counter  to  our  preconceived  ideas  is  propa¬ 
ganda.  The  natural  aversion  of  people  at  large  to  the  acceptance  of 
prepared  ideas,  and  the  willingness  with  which  they  accept  established 
fact  must  be  kept  in  mind  in  the  promulgation  of  any  educational  pro¬ 
gram.  This  must  be  kept  well  in  mind  in  any  program  affecting  public 
school  curriculum ,  and  also  in  any  attempt  to  deal  educationally  with 
hunting  and  game  clubs  as  well  as  farmers  in  their  attitude  toward 
preaato  rs . 

In  discussing  the  public  school  phase  of  conservation  with  educators 
I  find  a  general  attitude  of  resistance  upon  the  part  of  teaching  staffs 
to  legislative  specification  of  curriculum.  They  do  not  li£Q  (and  I 
think  correctly)  to  have  legislatures  designate  that  so  many  minutes  per 
day,  or  week,  must  be  applied  to  a  certain  subject.  I  think  I  am  safe 
in  saying  also  that  this  resistance  becomos  greater  the  more  nearly  the 
specification  approaches  the  spreading  of  an  idea  rather  than  the  teach¬ 
ing  of  established  concrete  fact. 

The  btate  of  Hew  York  differs  from  most  of  the  states  in  its  control 
of  public  education  in  that  the  direction  is  largely  in  the  hands  ol  a 
board  of  regents  who  set  and  maintain  certain  standards  and  requirements. 
This  board  works  very  closely  with  the  college  boards  and  with  the 
National  and  btate  Educational  and  Teacher’s  Societies  so  that  to  a 
certain  extent  the  various  specifications  of  curriculum  imposed  by  the 
regents  are  also  generally  accepted  standards  more  or  less  self  imposed. 
In  many  other  matters  the  board  syllabus  is  permissive,  advisory  or 
suggestive . 

At  the  present  time,  there  is  in  preparation  a  revised  syllabus  cover- 
courses  in  secondary  schools.  It  would  seem  that  such  a 
Id  afford  an  opportunity  to  get  the  conservation  topic  made 


mg  science  courses 
revision  wou. 


there  are 


already 


an  advised  or  suggested  subject.  In  the  lower  grades 
established  courses  in  nature  study  through  which  the  humane  and 
aesthetic  appeals  can  be  made  into  powerful  allies  of  conservation. 

It  would  seem  that  the  most  logical  approach  to  the  public  school  phase 
of  education  is  directly  through  the  Teacher’s  Associations  anc . tie 
board  of  regents  for  state  wide  effort  and  through  local  supervisory  and 
teaching  staff  wherever  interested  persons  make  contact  with  niem. 

This  ma^es  the  problem  personal  to  each  of  us.  It  is  frequently 
possible  for  the  interest  of  some  one  in  the  community  to  suppoi  t  a 
similar  interest  of  some  one  of  the  supervisory  or  teaching 
public  schools  to  the  end  that  great  goou  may  oe  accomplished. 

Private  and  Parochial  Schools  follow  quite  closely  ne  ^  e 
cations  so  that  it  is  pro  Da  ole  that  they  do  no 
materially  different  from  the  public  schools. 


teaching  staff  of  the 

The 

gents  specif i - 
went  a  problem 
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Among  the  other  educational  forces  that  either  have  a  program  or  are 
capable  of  directing  thought  among  young  people  are,  the  5cout  orgc 
tions,  Clubs,  Brownies,  Boy  scouts,  Girl  Scouts 

and  to  a  certain 


nhe  4  H  clubs  and  to 


an  i  7  a 

Campfire  Girls,  etc. 

_  _  „  _ _ „  _  e:  tent  the  Sunday  Schools.  All  of  these 

organizat ions  depend  upon  voluntary  local  leadership.  It  follows, 
therefore,  that  the  programs  will  vary  in  their  effectiveness  depending 
largely  upon  the  ideals  of  that  leadership. 

The  above  deals  with  education  of  the  rising  generation.  It  is 
obvious  that  in  the  last  analysis  much  depends  upon  the  individual  in 
his  own  community.  It  is  but  a  relatively  few  years  since  the  Audubon 
societies  began  their  campaign  to  save  species  nearing  extinction  which 
effort  has  brough  cumulative  results  so  that  today  nearly  every 
community  has  some  one  whose  influence  is  exerted  toward  conservation. 
It  is  through  such  influence  that  much  educational  results  are  bound 
to  come  and  to  multiply  themselves.  The  education  of  adults  to  be 
conservation  minded  presents  more  difficult  angles.  The  organized 
instrumentalities  available  are  sportmen’s  clubs,  national  and  state 
governmental  agencies  .and  museums  such  as  our  own  Buffalo  Uuseum.  The 
above  agencies  are  made  more  effective  either  for  good  or  evil  by  the 
pre  ss . 

To  a  very  large  extent  the  governmental  agencies,  fish  and  game 
commissions  ana  agricultural  departments  owe  their  existence  to  the 
efforts  of  the  sportsmen’s  clubs  and  to  the  farmers  and  are  designed  to 


serve  the  interests  of  those  groups. 


The 


mo 


st  tangible  results  of  their 


activities  have  been  game  laws  for  the  protection  of  game  birds  and 
water  fowl,  sanctuaries  and  bounty  on  predators 
is  a  lack  of  agreement  among  the  various  states  as 


Unfortunately  there 
to  the  classification 


—  f  —  — - — ^ 

of  game  birds,  predators;  some  states  permitting  the  destruction  of 
birds  that  are  xero  tested  in  other  states. 

There  is  but  little  question  that  the  existing  game  laws  have  done  muc 
much  to  further  the  cause  of  conservation  and  that  they  have  been  passed 
to  mead  the  ideas  of  the  sportsmen.  There  are  evidences  that  the  govern 
mental  agencies  are  willing  to  go*  as  far  as  public  opinion  will  ermit 
in  preaching  conservation.  It  would  therefore  seem  that  the  best 
educational  approach  to  the  adult  group  is  partly  through  the  sportsmen 
clubs  and  partly  directly  +'nn  st.at.a  ,-nri  , rational  governmental 


agencies.  The  various  publications  put  out  by 
be  made  educational  in  the  interests  o' 


government 


such 


ul  agencies  can 
conservation,  and  likewise  there 
as  ours,  to  adopt  a  cooperative 


as  is 


is  a  great  opportunity  for  groups, 

attitude  toward  the  sportsmen’s  groups,  demons trating  as  much 
possible  that  the  aims  of  the  two  groups  are  not  incompatible. 

There  is  a  rather  prevalent  idea  among  sportsmen  that  the  \arious 
nature  study  societies  are  antagonistic  to  hunting  in  general.  This 
leads  naturally  to  the  inference  that  all  recommendations  maae  by  such 
groups  are  against  their  interest  and  that  all  educational  eltorto  are 
propaganda.  It  would  seem  therefore  that  we  might  also  aaopt  an 
educational  program  applying  to  ourselves  which  would  include  a 
course  in  applied  psychology. 

Beniamin  V/inship 
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In  be  co mb  a r ,  1 9B8  , 
ye,.r.  The  tot  ,1  for 
In  Dec  emb  or ,  1 9  u  7  , 
£50  for  the  yi.r. 


68  sp  ici  is  wire 
19 u 8  now  st  mas 
79  species  were 
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at  £49. 


rep ort ed , 


2  being  new  for  the 
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IT.  Y.  and  one 


Bear 


tracks,  where 


mile 
one  was 


On  January  2  in  woods  south  of  Collins  Center 
from  2oar  Valley,  Mr.  William  Wild  observed 

SelinBton9BrooIne?!8Francis  Young  and  Sylvia  Booth  visited  Long  Point, 
Turley  Point  ana  St.  William  Forestry  Station  in  Ontario  on  December 
11  1938.  Among  the  birds  observed  were  1000  Canvas bac^ ,  700  Buifle 


head,  2000  bcaups,  200 


Hooded  Merganser,  2  Bald  Bagle ,  Snowy  Owl, 


Winter  Wren,  Robin,  Cardinal  and  Tufted  Titmouse. 

The  November  -  December  Bulletin  of  Hew  England  Bird  Life  contains 
several  records  of  'Mockingbirds  and  'Vinter  brans  and  Orange -or. 
'"V»rbler  on  Kov.  26th,  a  Wilson  Warbler  on  the  28th,  a  Baltimore 
Oriole  on  the  27th  and  29th,  2  Barrows  Golden-eye  at  Cambridge  and  a 
EumlieiM  s  Gull  at  Plum  Island  on  Dec.  11th. 

Daring  the  weak  of  Ifov.  25th,  the  Burr ough -Audubon  boeiety  records 
*;  '  i  v  rred.  bcot^r  ri"|ldeer  and  pine  Biskins  from  the  Rochester  area, 

aid  for  tho  weeVof  December  2nd,  a  burning  Dove.  ,  During  the  week 
of  D 'Comber  9  they  listed  a  coot,  Y-boliied  sapsucKor  R^d-W.  Blache 
bird'  £r.  Grackle  and  Pina  biskin  and  during  the  week  of  wc.  10  « 
Broaav/inged  Hawk,  Winter  bren,_H.  3.  nuthatch  and  a  dead  Hod 
Phalarope  at  Summer  Haven  Beach,  Lake  Ontario. 

The  Christmas  Census  at  Hamilton  Ontarion  on  December  26th,  totaled 


62  species 


•nd  9,980  individuals .  They  recorded  Whistling  bwan, 

B-  id  Eu.  Partridge,  Coot,  Mourning  Dove,  Snowy  Owl,.  Pil^t^d 

Woodpecker’  northern  Homed  Lark,  Robin,  Hermit  Thrush,  Luadow  L-ru  , 
Red  Poll  and  Purple  Finch . 
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n  n  -»-r  hv  Mr  Beniamin  Winship  on  the  oduc  .tional  phases  of 

».  ulLr.  «f.m  .t 

£8  eSSSbS  til.  ?=rrltory  to  «h.  »rl.u.  —tors  tor 
tabulation  of  the  numbers  ox  birds. 

Mrs ,  Constance  E.  Mogel  and  Stanley  Ming  uere  ^eluomed 
associate  members  into  our  society. 


From!  ,T 7/i nt  e r  Sunshine 
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He  who  marvels 
equal  cause  for  wonder 
pomp  and  the  pageantry 
remain,  -  the  day 


th 


beauty  of  the  wo 
_nd  admiration  in  wi 
>re  swept  away,  but 
nid  the  night,  the  mount 

elemental  play’ and  succession  aid  the  per pc 
infinite  sky.  In  winter  the  etais  seem  to 
fires,  the  moon  achieves  a  fulle-  tf.  ■  1  , 

look  of  a  more  exalted  simplicity. 


>*ld  in  summ  ir  will  find 
nter.  It  is  true  the 
the  essenti  .1  elements 
a in  and  the  valley ,  the 
tual  presence  of  the 
have  rekindled  their 
and  the  heavens  wear  a 
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Beginning  with  this  issue,  a  printed  front  page  replaces  the  old 
mimeographed  header.  This  culminates  a  long  desired  wish  and  hope 
of  Hr.  Mitchell,  recently  during  a  discussion  on  the  matter  of  the 
replacement  of  the  etching,  one  of  our  members  offered  to  meet  the 
cost  of  a  new  plate,  he  accepted  this  offer  and  thus  overcame  the 
one  big  obstacle  and  so  we  now  offer  the  Prothonotary  with  a  new 
introductory  page. 

The  subscriptions  for  the  Prothonotary  ended  with  the  December, 

19o8  issue.  Monies  for  the  coming  year’s  paper  are  now  due  and 
payable  to  the  treasurer.  Miss  Bertha  H.  Schwonger,  526  Delaware  Ave. 
Buffalo,  II.  Y.  ,  at  the  rate  of  75 ^  per  year. 


Bequests 
bend  your 
manager, 
available 
copies  to 


have  been  made  for 
inquiries  for  these 
175  Saranac  Avenue, 
an  d  wi  th  suf  f  i  c  i  ent 
fill  the  renuest  fit 


numbers . 


bach  copies  of  the  Prothonotary. 
issues  to  Alfrod  D.  hander,  business 
Buffalo,  How  York,  Some  numbers  are 
demand  wo  will  print  enough  missing 
a  erics  of  10^  per  copy  on  these  back 


FUTURE  EVE1ITS 


MEETI1IGS: 


8:00  P.M.  Agassis  Boom 


-January  15 , 

hard  Mlepfer,  ’’Birds  of  Granville, 
Ohio”. 


8:00  P.M.  Agassiz  Boom  -February  8, 

Mr.  V.  F.  Fisher,  Ephnologist  of 
Auk  land  Museum,  Auk  land,  II.  Zealand. 
’’Maori  Bird  Lore”,  illustrated  with 
slides. 


FIELD  TRIPS: 

February  IS  -  Parks  south  of  Buffalo 

Leader:  VI.  Brock  or,  HU-1177 

Meet  at  City  Hall,  Delaware  Avenue,  8:  A.M. 


OFFICERS 


Honorary  President  -  James  SaVige,  Buff  Mo  athletic  Club,  Buff  .Mo  ,  II.  Y . 
President  -  Tom  Li.  Molly*  150  P  .rkwood  Ave.,  Honmore,  II.  Y. 

Vice-President-  James  A.  Creighton,  a97  Highland  Av-e.,  Hamburg,  II.  Y. 
Treasurer  -  lira.  Richard  D.  Madison,  S18  Br.-.ntwood  Bd .  ,  Snyder,  II. Y. 
Recording  Secretary,  V/ ins  ton  V/.  Brockner,  175  Dutton  Ave .,  Buffalo  ,11.  Y. 
Corresponding  Secretary-Miss  Elizabeth  Prochnow,  940  Amherst  St.  Bflo. 
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Statisticians:  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Ave.,  Buff  Mo, 

Cl  irk  S.  Ba.rdsleo,  132  IlcIIinley  Pkwy .  ,IIanmoro ,  II.  Y. 
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THE  MOUTH 

Temperature,  for  the  the  months  of  January,  rose  to  a  daily  average 
of  plus  1.07°  over  normal  with  an  accumuM  ted'  excess  of  plus  52°  since 
the  first.  Precipitation  for  the  month  was  less  by  0.40  inches. 

High  winds*.  52  mi.  per  hr.  Jan.  2,  61  mi.  per  hr.  Jan.  22.  On 
seven  other  days  during  the  month  the  wind  reached  a  velocity  of 
between  40  to  45  mi.  per  hr.,  prevailing  direction  west. 


NOTEWORTHY  HE G OH PS  -  1959 


January  1  -  44  species  reported  to  start  the  new  year,  as  follows: 

Mallard,  Bed-legged  and  Common  Blade  Duels,  Pintail, 
Canvas-bach,  Greater  and  Lesser  Scaup  Duck,  Amer.  Golden-eye, 

Buff le -head.  Old-squaw,  Amer.  Merganser,  Hed-br,  Merganser,  Bed- tailed 
Hawk,  Hough-legged  Hawk,  Marsh  Hawk  (0.  0.  Swamp,  Eckler) ,  Sparrow 
Hawk,  Ring-n.  Pheasmt,  1  Purple  Sandpiper  (Uiagara  Palls,  Brockner, 
Thorp),  Great  Black -backed  Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Ring-billed  Gull, 

2  Short-eared  Owl  (Slmlawn,  kelly)  Bed-bellied  Woodpecker  (Leroy, 
Hazelton)  Bed-headed  Woodpecker  (Grand  Is.,  Melly),  Hairy  and  Downy 
Woodpecker,  Blue  Jay,  Crow,  Chickadee,  Tufted  Titmouse  (Orchard  Park. 

;v inship)  ,  White-br.  Muthatch,  Hed-br.  nuthatch  (Buffalo,  M.  Wheeler), 
Brown  Creeper,  2  Golden-cr.  Mingle t  (Niagara  Falls,  Brockner,  Thorp), 

1  Buby-cr.  kinglet  (Holland,  James  et  al)  northern  Shrike  (Ft.  Erie, 
Ont.,  Savage)  and  0.  0.  Swamp  (Eckler),  Starling,  English  Sparrow, 
Bronzed  Grackle  (Ft.  Erie,  Ont.,  Savage)  Cardinal  (Chestnut  Rid^ce, 
Bourne,  Savage)  Grand  Island  (kelly)  and  Orchard  Park  (V/inship) 

Slate -col.  Junco,  Tree  Sparrow,  1  Whit e-cr .  Sparrow  (Buffalo, 

M.  Wheeler) ,  Song  Sparrow  (0.  0.  Swamp,  Eckler) 


Loon 

Holboell 1 s 


Grebe 


Horned  Grebe 

Mute  Swan 

Canada  Goose 

Gadwall 

B&ldpato 

Green-winged  Teal 
Red-head 


Jan.  2  Grand  Is. 
Jan.  12  Dunkirk  ( 
Jan.  0  Grand  Is. 
Jan.  12  IJiagara 
Jan.  12  Dunkirk  ( 
Jan.  15  Dunkirk  ( 
Jan.  19  0.  0.  ( Ma 

Jan.  2  4  Uiagar 

Jan.  5  Uiagara  F 
Jan.  2  Niagara  F 
Jan.  2  Grand  I si 


(Klepfer,-  Mansfield) 
Bourne ) 

(klepfor,  Mansfield) 
River  (Mrs.  Dorman) 
Bourne ) 

Creighton) 

dison) 

*  Falls  (Barnes) 

ills  (4  members) 

rills  (4  members) 

and  ( Klepfor ,  Mansfield) 


Hing-necked  Duok 

J  an  • 

5 

Jan. 

8 

White-winged  Sootei 

*  Jan. 

5 

J  aii . 

15 

Hooded  Merganser 

J  aii. 

o 

K J 

Goshawk 

J  an . 

o 

J  an . 

20 

Sh  arp  -  sh  i  mi  e  a  H  n\  /k 

Jan. 

2 

J  an  • 

7 

Bed -shouldered  Hawk 

IT 

7 

Buffed  Grouse 

Jail. 

2 

Jan. 

2 

Purple  Sandpiper 

J  all  . 

15 

Glaucous  Gull 

J  all. 

4 

loelmd  Gull 

J  all  • 

2 

KumlienTs  Gull 

t)  all  . 

11 

Bom.p  rte*s  Gull 

J  all  . 

p 

J  ,U1. 

5 

Atl  ant  io  Ki  tt  iw  Gee 

J  Ul. 

8 

Mourning  Dove 

J  .A1 . 

2 

Jan , 

20 

Screech  Owl 

J  an . 

8 

Great  Horned  Owl 

d  an . 

7 

Snowy  Owl 

Jan . 

o 

J  an  • 

11 

Long-eared  Owl 

J  an . 

2 

Belted  Kingfisher 

Jan. 

5 

Jan . 

4 

Jan . 

8 

northern  Flicker 

J  an . 

o 

J  an  • 

15 

Pileuted  Koodpecke 

r  ,T 

15 

Prarie -Ho rned  Lark 

Jan. 

O 
.  a 

Jan. 

5 

J  an . 

14 

Tufted  Titmouse 

J  ui 1 . 

0 

t-a 

Mockingbird 

J  an . 

14 

Jan. 

15 

Bob  in 

d  all  a 

4 

J  a  ll. 

14 

northern  Shrike 

J  all . 

20 

Meadowlark 

Jan. 

O 

Jan . 

o 

E.  Bed wing 

Jan. 

o 

J  an . 

7 

J  an . 

11 

Bronzed  Grackle 

Jan. 

2 

Cardinal 

Jan. 

2 

So*  Harbor  (Bourne) 

5  Grand  Is.  (Cobb,  Kelly) 

Kiagara  Palls  (Beardslee) 

2  bo.  Harbor  (Mitchell) 

Grand  Island  (Savage,  llitohell) 

Go '.valid  a  (Beal) 

Grand  Island  (Bourne) 

Go wand a  (Beal) 

0.  G.  (Holders) 

Graiid.  Is.  (Jameson) 

Dufferin  Is.  (Savage) 

Gov/ .an da  (Beal) 

Last  date  noted  at  Goat  Is.  (Savage) 

God  Is.  (Kellys) 

17  i  agar  a  palls  (4  members) 
bo.  Harbor  (Bourne) 

50  Hi a gar  ^  Biver  (4  members) 
last  date  South  Harbor  (Bourne) 

1  Adult  -  Fuhrm.nm  Drive,  Buff  lo 

(Bevrdslee,  llitohell) 

(First  reoord  in  m  jiy  ye..rs) 

Gr  n d  Island  (S./v^ge,  Mitchell 
25  Queens ton,  Ont .  (Larkin) 

2  Hamburg  ( Bourne ) 

Grand  Island  (Jameson) 

Collins  Center  (wild) 

H  amb  ur  g  (Bo  urn  e ) 

Grand  Is.  (Booth,  Brockner,  Somerside) 
Goat  Island  (5  members) 

Goat  Island  (Kellys) 

H  amb  ur  g  ( V/  i  1  so  n ) 

Ft.  Brie,  Ont.  (Savage,  Ilitohell) 

Leroy  (Hazelton) 

Holland  (palmer,  Pratt) 

Go wand  a  (Beal) 

Grand  Island  (Kelly,  Hans field) 

on,  larger  groups  noted  v  rious  places. 

Go wand a  (Beal) 

Hamburg  ( Bourne ) 

Hamburg  (  C r e i gh to n ) 

and  5  Kenmore  ( Ha.ro ia  &  T.  Kelly) 

0.  01;  also  Feb.  5  (Bcklers) 

6  best  Falls  (Clara  B.  Tucker) 

Several  records  from  Forest  Lawn  (Hart) 
Grand  Island  (Jameson,  Creighton) 

Holland  (Verrill) 

5  Grand  Island  (Vaughan,  Verrill) 

Orchard  Park  (•/ inship) 

Springville  (Fred  Dibble) 

0.  0.  (Bcklers) 

Ft.  Brie,  Ont.  (Hlepfer) 

4  Ft.  Brie,  Ont.  (Savage,  Ilitohell) 

At  least  22  reported,  more  than  in  any 
previous  day  in  this  vicinity,  numerous 
reports  during  month,  including  2  at 
Lockport  (D.  S.  Hard),  and  one  at  Snyder, 
(Mrs.  Vagner) 
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fur  pi 

e  Finch 

Jan. 

28 

Cherry  Creek 

Gr  Dldl 

inch 

J  an  o 
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2  Hamburg  ( 

Jam 

AO 

la  Grand  Irw 

Jan. 

SI 

South  bales 

Lao  Ip 

j. 

nd  Long  spur 

Jan. 

2 

oO  Grand  Is 

later  Grand 

i  lansfidd  and 

Snow 

Bunting 

Jan. 

2 

78  Grand  Is. 

Jan. 

14 

60  Glenwood 

Jan . 

14 

Goar  Valley 

KELATIOI 

:SHIP  BET 

Y/EE1J 

TE11TEHAIIRE 

Somerside  ) 


lame  s . 


The  following  analysis  presents  a  disinterested  study  of  birds  found 
in  .Yes tern  few  York:  after  the  normal  date  of  their  departure  for  the 
south.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to  ascertain  if  there  is  any  correla¬ 
tion  between  temperature  and  these  unusual  records.  This  study  covers 
the  past  five  seasons  and  bases  its  findings  on  the  records  printed  in 
the  PROTHOITOTAHY  during  that  period.  The  influence  of  temperature  on 
bird  migration  has  long  been  a  moot  question.  Ornithologists,  however, 
now  seem  to  believe  that  weather  has  little  to  do  with  the  initial 
migratory  impulse;  they  believe  this  instinct  is  closely  connected  with 
the  physiology  of  sex.  The  months  chosen  for  study  are  October,  Novem¬ 
ber,  December,  January,  and  February.  So  far  as  the  weather  may  be  a 
determining  factor,  it  would  seem  that  October  aiid  November  weather 
should  prove  the  decisive  factor,  for  in  these  two  months,  the  birds 
must  have  made  their  decision.  Later  conditions,  either  unusually 
warm  or  cola,  it  would  appear,  could  havo  little  bearing  on  land  birds 
especially,  as  a  warm  period  will  not  bring  them  bach,  and  it  may 
possibly  be  too  late  for  a  cola  period  to  send  them  south.  Every 
year  has  its  stragglers.  Yvhy  are  they  left  behind?  Are  they  atypical 
birds,  lacking  the  migratory  impulse,  or  are  they  seduced  into  remain¬ 
ing  by  an  unusually  prolonged  warm  fall?  One  must  beware  of  drawing 
conclusions  oasod  on  such  inadequate  and  short-term  evidence. 

Especially  must  one  be  on  his  guard  against  the  most  common  of  human 
fallacies  -  the  post  hoc  ergo  propter  hoc  fallacy.  (After  this,  there¬ 
fore  on  account  of  th i a )  There  are  too  many  other  factors  which  may 

enter  into  the  picture,  but  hero  are  the  findings  for  five  years. 


The 
That 
Novom 
hand 
fall 
to  se 
Octob 
J  aim 
o  -rly 
«Vhat 


fall  of  1935  saw  an  October  averaging  8.5°  por  day  below  normal, 
should  have  sent  all  birds  flying  south J  In  1956  October  and 
b3r  average  4°  below  and  4.4°  below  respectively.  On  the  other 


1957 


i°  above.  November  normal. 


The 
and 
for 
and 

1.5°  above.  There  has  been  no  unusually  cold  weather  in  the 


aw  an  October  averaging  s>.b 
of  1938  has  given  us  a  remarkable  chance  to  make  comparisons 
e  if  there  seems  any  correlation  as  to  influence  of  weather, 
or  averaged  1.5°  above,  November  4°  above,  and  both  December 

ry 

fall.  Thus 
do  we  find?  rn 


this  year  should  be  very  significant  for  comparison. 
The  following  tables  may  prove  significant. 


o 


*. 


TABLE  I 


1 935- 1936 

1936- 1937 

1937- 1938 

1938- 1939 


Average 
La  i  ly 
Temp, 
for  Oct. 

Average 

Laily 

Temp . 
for  Bov, 

TOTAL 

0?  LIFE 

U-J+.  w  h  _L 

SPEC TEL  PEE 

MOUTH 

Nov. 

Dec . 

Jan, 

Feh. 

TOTAL 

8,5°  - 
4  <5  - 

1.0°  -e 

6 

11 

10 

5 

18 

4.4°  - 

8 

7 

8 

6 

•  17 

0.8°  , 

Normal 

8 

13 

13 

8 

24 

1.5°  f 

4.°  + 

13 

33 

13 

9 

28 

TABLE  II 


Seasons  - 

1935  - 

1936| 

1936  - 

1937! 

1937  - 

1938 

1938-1932 

* 

ITo  Ji 

De . 

Ja. 

CD 

•  ‘ 

- 1 

No . 

.i3o  • 

Ja, 

Tip 

i  G  # 

No. 

De. 

Ja. 

Fe. 

- 1 

1 — i  i 

•*H  j 

O  1 

•  ! 

De . 

Ja. 

Or,  Blue  Heron 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

7 

Green  K; 

iron 

X 

!  i 

i 

Canada  Goose 

X 

! 

1 

X 

» 

X 

X 

4 

Green-w 

.  Teal 

i 

X 

i 

1 

X 

x ; 

X 

4 

Ring -lie  eked  Duck 

i 

X 

X 

X 

1 

X  1 

X 

5 

Turkey  Vulture 

X 

X 

i 

2 

Marsh  Hawk 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

5 

Sora  Rail 

j 

» 

X 

! 

1 

Hilldeer 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

1 

X 

6 

Wilson  Snipe 

X 

i 

1 

Greater 

Yellowlegs 

X 

X 

2 

Mourning  Dove 

ix 

x  i 

X 

X 

i 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

10 

Belted  .kingfisher 

I 

1 

1 

! 

X 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

9 

Flicker 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

1C 

Rea-heaaed  Woo dp. 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

6 

Yeilow-b. Sapsucker 

X 

X 

2 

Mockingbird 

X 

X 

2 

Catbird 

X 

1 

Robin 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

10 

Hermit  Thrush 

1 

X 

X 

X 

X 

4 

Bluebird 

I 

X 

1 

Cedar  Wax wing 

1 

I 

X 

X 

X 

i 

3 

Myrtle  Warbler 

X 

i 

i 

X 

X 

3 

Meadowlark 

X 

j 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

6 

Redwing 

X 

X 

X 

X 

i  x 

x 

6 

Rusty  Blackbird 

X 

X 

2 

Bronzed 

Grackle 

i 

X 

1 

Cowbird 

i 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

5 

Goldfinch 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

1 

7 

Red-eyed  Towhee 

X 

X 

2 

Vesper  Sparrow 

X 

1 

Wh.cr.  Sparrow 

X 

X 

2 

Wht thr. Sparrow 

X 

X 

2 

Fox  Sparrow 

X 

1 

Swamp  Sparrow 

X 

X 

2 

Song  Sparrow 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

12 

Purple Sandpiper 

i 

J 

X 

X 

2 

37  species. 

*  -  Total  months  present. 
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ontinued  from  Page  4 


A  glance  at  fable  I  shows  definitely  a  correlation  b 
ature  and  late  lingering  species.  It  would  seem  to  be 
accidental.  In  addition.  1  should  add  that  those  spec 


etveen  temper- 
more  than 


,  ies  present  in 
the  fall  of  1938**1939  are  here  in  greater  numbers  than  have  been 
previously  recorded  b;  us.  Further,  neighboring  reports  of  nearby 
cities  bear  this  fact  out. 

Is  the  remarkable  invasion  of  cardinals  this  season 
any  way  with  the  unusually  warm  fall  and  winter?  22  C 
reported  in  one  day  in  our  territory  besides  steadily 
records  from  a  dozen  different  stations.  Reports  for 
years  have  given  us  an  occasional  Cardinal  in  the  city 
and  nearby  towns.  It  looks  like  a  definite  extension 


time  will  tell. 


connected  in 
ardinals  were 
increasing 
the  past  three" 
,  Grand  Island , 
of  range ,  but 

.  V err ill 


MOTES 


For  January,  1939,  82  different  species  have  been  recorded;  in 
1938,  there  were  73  birds  reported  for  the  same  period. 

In  late  December,  observers  report  for 


__  ___  _ ,  _ . _ _  _ _ Rochester  and  vicinity  a 

Veery,  Cardinal,  White-throated  Sparrow,  Swamp  Spar  T:,r- 
Robin,  northern  Flicker  and  air''  —  + 


~ ~ """i  ’  ^ 4  ^  ~  ^ r'"' . .  ° . .  °g —  "Wr  Wren , 

°o  the  following  water  birds, 

,  Wh. -winged  scoter  and  Glaucous  Gull;  for  the  week  of 
Jan.  6,  Cardinal  and 
Gull,  Winter  Wren.  Robin 

9 

T3  -v*  1  *4*  /*»  T  n  ii  -y%  -r  t 

4  ^  W  wv  u  a-  x  y 


Canada  Goose,  _  _ , _  _  _  _ ,  _  _  _ 

Swamp  Sparrow;  during  January  10th,  Ronapart< 

Winter  wren,  Robin,  Cardinal,  Purple  Finch.  On  January  16  and 
17,  they  recorded  a  Brown  Thrasher.  This  bird  was  again  seen  early 
in  February.  For  late  January ,  a  Catbird,  lloadow-lark  .and  Cedar  Wax 
wings  were  .lco  reported, 

Jerry  Rogers  sends  the  following  records  from  Ithaca,  II.  Y.  and 
surrounding  country:  Jan.  1, Flicker  &  Winter  Wren;  Jan.  8,Milldeer, 

Week  of  Jan.  16,  Belted  Ming-fisher ,  Red.-  w.  Blackbird,  Rusty  Bl. 

Bird,  Cow  Bird,  Vesper  Sparrow,  Wh.  Crowned  Sparrow  and  on  Jail.  21 
Hermit  Thrush. 

The  Bulletin  of  Hew  England  Bird  Life  for  Dec.  ana  Jan.  contains 
the  following  records:  Atlantic  ^ulmar.  Leach's  Petrels.  Blue-wim  d 
Teal,  25,000  Arne 
on  Hov.  24 ,  2 

Sap-sucker,  Carolina  wren ,  I, locking-bird ,  Cardinal,  and  nine  of  the 
sparrows. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Mohr,*  we  have  received  a  copy  of  the 
"Bulletin  of  the  Baird  Ornithological  Club".  This  paper,  newly  started 9 
covers  the  field  of  bird  activity  for  the  territory  around  Reading, 

Pa. ,  and  is  published  at  the  Reading  Museum,  with  Charles  Mohr  as 
editor.  The  type  and  number  of  records  in  this  paper  and  the 
territory  covered  by  the  club  bodes  well  for  long  and  active  life. 

Wo  extend  to  Mr.  Mohr  and.  his  associates  our  good  wishes  in  their 
endeavor. 


ed 


ST  TUG  OF  J AlJIJ ARY  11 


Mrs.  Marl  F.  Ssehelman,  Miss  Heather  Thorpe 


was 


,  and  Cordon  Crotke, 

were  voted  into  our  society  as  associate  members  at  this  meeting. 

An  excellent  paper  by  Roger  Cobb  of  the  conservation  committee 
read.  It  dealt  with  game  laws  in  relation  to  conservation. 

The  program  committee,  under  the  leadership  of  Clark  3.  Beardslee, 
entertained  for  the  evening.  The  question  and  answer  quizz  made^  many 
of  us  strongly  aware  of  how  little  we  know  about  ornithology.  The 
36  questions  provided  entertainment,  education  and  fun.  The  program 
is  indeed  one  to  bo  remembered. 


5 


. 


iieetihg  op  jaiiuary  25 


Mr.  Clark  S.  Beardslee,  read  excerpts  from  a  newspaper  article 
written  by  James  Bailie,  and  published  in  the  Toronto  "Telegram". 

It  concentrated  mainly  upon  our  publication  and  the  position  of 
importance  it  assumes  in  the  world  of  -local  ornithology.  Ward  Mlepfer, 
presented  an  interesting  talk  on,  "The  Birds  of  Granville,  Ohio." 

The  report  covered  the  observations,  he  and  his  collaborator, 

William  J.  Taylor,  made  while  spending  four  years  at  Denision 
University.  The  complete  report  has  been  published  in  a  scientific 
bulletin  from  the  university. 

Winston  William  Brockner 


JDIT0RTS  NOTE 


Please  send  your  records  H.  D.  Mitchell,  878  Crescent  Avenue, 
early  and  promptly.  For  quick  compilation,  he  should  have  the 
monthly  records  immediately  after  the  first  of  each  ensuing  month, 
bend  notes  and  articles  to  the  editor,  E.  C.  Ulrich,  193  Laballe  Ave . 
Buffalo,  II.  Y. 


MEETINGS: 


FUTURE  EVENTS 

Peb.  22nd,  Humboldt  Room,,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

8:00  P.IvI. 

Speaker:  Miss  Heather  Thorpe,  "The  Audubon 

Mature  Camp", 


March  8th,  8:00  P.M.  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo  Museum  of 

Science . 

Speaker:  Mrs.  W.  Gordon  Mills,  "Migration  of 
Evening  Grosbeak". 


FIELD  TRIPS: 


Peb.  26,  1989  -  Monthly  Census. 

March  5,  -  Grand  Island  &  Wilson 

Leader:  Dr.  Lee  Herndon 
Meet  Main  City  Line  8:15  AMI. 


March  26 


The  Sinks  for  Water  Birds  , 

Leaders:  Mrs  Mansfield  and  Robert  Mansfield. 
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THE  MONTH 


The  month  of  February  averaged  3*1  degrees  above  normal,  and  no 
temperatures  below  zero  were  recorded*  There  was  a  normal  snowfall 
and  total  precipitation  was  l/2  inch  above  normal*  Buffalo  Harbor 
and  much  of  Lake  Erie  remained  frozen,  however,  and  most  of  the  water 
birds  were  confined  to  the  Niagara  River  and  Lake  Ontario* 

The  winds  during  the  w inter  packed  the  ice  into  small  ice  bergs  which 
dotted  the  shallows  of  the  Niagara  River  from  the  Buffalo  water  intake 
down  to  the  Falls, 


Numerous  reports  of  Cardinals  continue  from  many  points  in  Buffalo 
and  vicinity,  A  Mockingbird  and  a  White -crowned  Sparrow  were  reported 
within  the  city  limits,  and  a  number  of  flocks  of  Redpolls  and  Pine 

Siskins  appeared  toward  the  end  of  the  month*  Of  special  interest, 

however,  was  a  flock  of  Evening  Grosbeaks  at  Hamburg  and  another  at 
Angola.  Cowbirds  and  Robins  on  the  25th,  and  Killdccr  and  Bluebirds 
on  the  28th  signify  an  unusually  early  spring  migration.  High  winds 

49  mi,  per  hr*  on  the  10th  and  17th,  59  mi.  per  hr.  on  the  26th  and 

50  mi,  per  hr,  on  the  27th. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


P  -  First  migrant  or  first  record  for  the  year. 
00  =  Oak  Orchard  Swamp 


Canada  Goose 

Jan 

Feb 

4 

22 

Gadwall 

Feb 

26 

Ring-necked  Duck 

Feb 

26 

Canvas -back 

Feb 

11 

Bob -White 

Feb 

5 

Killdeer 

Feb 

28 

Glaucous  Gull 

Feb 

28 

Iceland  Gull 

Feb 

6 

(F)  7  Lynconville  (W*  A*  Smith) 

400  Flying  north  over  Buffalo 

(Mrs,  Wicks er.  Geo*  McCormick) 

2  Grand  Is*  (Creighton,  V©rr ill, Mitchell ) 

2  tl  II  n  M  " 

100  ,!  n  Miss  Prochnow 

(F)  7  Sardinia  (Verrill) 

(F)  1  Curriers  (0*  Bush  rep.  James) 

1  Grand  Is.  (Beardslee) 

1  South  Harbor  (Bourne) 


< 


Screech  Owl 

Jan 

27 

Feb 

5 

Feb 

8 

si 

21 

Barred  Owl 

Jan 

21 

Feb 

14 

Short  Eared  Owl 

n 

2 

tt 

4 

tt 

7 

it 

11 

Belted  Kingfisher 

tt 

16 

Flicker 

J  an 

4 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

Red-hcaded  Woodpecker 

J  an 

8 

Feb 

26 

Northern  Horned  Lark 

Feb 

11 

Winter  Wren 

Fob 

5 

Mockingbird 

Feb 

9 

Robin 

Jan 

20 

Feb 

• 

Feb 

25 

Bluebird 

Feb 

28 

Northern  Shrike 

Jan 

23 

Fob 

11 

Feb 

25 

Meadowlark 

Jan 

21 

Jan 

29 

Cowbird 

Feb 

25 

Cardinal 

Evening  Grosbeak 

Fob 

24 

Feb 

25 

Angola 

Purple  P'inch 

Feb 

19 

Pine  Grosbeak 

Jan 

12 

Common  Redpoll 

Feb 

3 

Feb 

16 

Feb 

25 

Feb 

22 

Pine  Siskin 

Feb 

23 

Feb 

25 

Goldfinch 

Jan 

4 

Feb 

12 

Feb 

22 

White-Cr.  Soarrow 

Feb 

22 

1 

3 

1 

1 


Gowanda  (Beal) 

Hamburg  ( Bourne ) 
Buffalo  (Al  Wander) 
Lyndonville  (Smith) 


umufimiuuifiuiiuviiimMHH 


(F )  1  Chestnut  Ridge  (Bourne) 


1 

5 

4 

8 

1 

1 

1 


Gowanda  (Beal) 

Elma  ( Dow ) 

Elma  (Verrill) 

Elmlawn  ( Cruickshank,  Mitchell) 
Hamburg  (Hour no) 

Holland  (James ) 

Lyndonville  (Smith) 

Daily  at  feeding  station  at  Leroy (Hazelton 
1  Grand  Is#  (Cobb,  Kelly) 

"  n  (3  members) 

{ F )  1  To nawa nda  ( Pr  o  chnow ) 

(F)  1  Chestnut  Ridge  (Klepfcr) 
to  end  of  mo*  Buffalo  (Pracmassing ) 

Several  wintering 
6  West  Falls  (Tucker) 

records  from  West  Falls  (Brdckner , Thorpe ) 
00  (Ecklcr),  Gowanda  (Beal),  Hamburg 
(Dugan),  Pt •  Abino  (Jameson), 

Lyndonville  (Smith}  Manilla  (Neumann) 

12  Toad  Hollow  (Creighton)  probably  early 
migrant s 

(F)  3  Mar ilia  (Chas*  Neumann) 

Leroy  (Hazelton) 

Grand  Is.  (Prochnow) 

Hamburg  ( Bourne ,  Verrill ) 

Grand  I s . ( Eame  s ) 

Grand  Is . (Mitchell ) 

(F)  4  Toad  Hollow ;1  Boston  (Creighton) 
Numerous  reports  of  individuals  or  small 
groups  from  Buffalo,  Williamsville , 
Amherst,  Holland,  Grand# Is*,  Orchard 


1 

1 

1 

3 

3 


Park, 


(F) 

on, 


1 

,,  8 
Small 
later 


Ft.  Erie,0nt .Hamburg,  Gowanda, &Ed on 
Hamburg  (Wilson) 

Hamburg  (many  observers) 
flock  reported  at  Municipal  Beach, 
part  of  Feb.  (Howder,  Phillips) 

1  Wilson  (Brockncr,  Thorpe) 

(F)  1  Gowanda  (Beal) 

(F)  7  Grand  Is.  (Beadles) 

Flock  00  (Geo.  Smith) 

amburg  (Wilson  et  al) 

Grand  Is.  (Herndon) 

Elma  (Mitchell) 

30  East  Aurora  (James) 

Gowanda  (Beal) 

Hamburg  (Wilson  et  al) 

Gowanda  (Beal) 

T  o  na  wa  nd  a  ( H  i  c  kma  n ) 


18 


HP 


o 


o 

(F) 

100 

23 

(F) 

12 


East  Aurora  (James) 

Still  present  at  feeding  station, 

42  Saybrook  PI.  Buffalo  (Beards lee) 
Song  Sparrow : Individuals  recorded  every  week  Jan.  and  Feb* 

Snow  Bunging:Many  flocks  reported,  largest  being  1500  on  Feb*  12  at 

Royalton  (Eames),  500  Grand  Is.  Feb.  7  (Thorpe)  and 
235  Grand  Is.  Feb.  25  (Herndon) 

Crows  Roost  located  3  miles  west  of  Lockport  (Cosbey) 


c> 
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BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOCIAL  SOCIETY 
Report  of  Conservation  Committee 
Jas.  A#  Creighton,  Chairman 

Conservation  is  defined  by  Webster  as,  ’’the  act  of  preserving  from 


loss,  decay,  or  injur:; 


_  t! 


Thi 


general  definition  is  quite  applicable 


to  the  particular  conservation  in  which  we  are  most  interested  —  that 
of  wildfowl®  However,  the  birds,  if  consulted,  would  probably  rewrite 


It  thus  j  ’’The 


act 


of  preserving  from  loss,  sickness,  and  violent  death®' 


Of  these  three,  the  first  we  can  safely  Ignore®  Birds  are  blessed 
with  sufficient  sense  of  direction  to  find  their  way  around  without  the 
aid  of  mileposts  or  1 i ght h ou s  e  s  • 

The  second  peril,  that  of  sickness,  we  can  do  much  to  eliminate,  and 


if 


we  stretch  the  word 
in  human  hands® 


to 


I n c lu d e  starvation, 


major  portion  of  the 


cure  is 


Wildfowl  resources  are  renewable,  pollution 
can  be  removed  from  our  lakes  and  streams;  woodland  can  be  restored® 
Restoration  of  brooding  grounds  and  a  plentiful  supply  of  food,  drink 
and  the  other  elements  that  go  to  make  up  a  favorable  habitat  arc 
necessary,  but  not  immediately  imperative®  Enormously  decreased  as 
wildfowl  food  and  cover  now  arc,  the  supply  Is  still  more  than  adequtc 
for  the  number  of  birds  remaining®  Sickness  and  starvation  arc  not  now 
a  major  obstacle  to  any  increase  in  bird  population® 


a  ny- 

ion,  "violent  death” ,  covers  a  number  of  evils 


One 


natura 


1  enemies'1 


uch 


The  third  divi 
subdivision  ’’the 

muskrats,  can  be  dismissed  with  the  reminder  that  the  victim  specie 

have  successfully  withstood  these  attacks  for  thousands  of  years. 


crows,  seagulls,  foxes. 


Me 


A  second  subheading 

proportionately  too  small  to  warrant  even  this 


lq,  death  by  accident  , 

+■’ 


can  Ignore  as  being 
sentence • 


Cause  Humber  3 


fl 


under  the  heading,  ” violent  death”,  reads  ’’death  at 
the  hands  of  man”.  Perhaps  slaughter  would  be  a  more  appropriate  word, 
for  slaughter  it  truly  is. 

Consider  ducks  and  geese,  as  one  of  the  most  flagrant  examples  of 
wildfowl  decimation*  A  century  ago,  they  were  reckoned  in  North 
America  by  the  billions®  At  that  time  they  had  against  them  every 
known  enemy  except  man,  and  yet  their  numbers  were  countless  4  Drainag 
and  settlement,  no  doubt,  cut  down  the  numbers  of  those  ducks  with 
limited  and  southerly  breeding  ranges,  such  as  G-adwall,  Ring-ncckcd 
Duck,  Redhead,  and  Canvasback®  But  the  present  emptiness  of  well- 
watered  Canadian  breeding  ponds  tells  the  real  story  --  the  story  of 
destruction  by  the  guns  of  the  white  man. 

Northern  breeding  grounds  and  southern  feeding  grounds  are  only  ten 
per  cent  occupied.  The  habitat  is  there,  but  nine-tenths  of  the  bird:: 
are  gone®  And  make  no  mistake  as  to  where  they  went.  For  decades 
every  butcher  shop  in  the  United  States  was  piled  high  with  wild  duck; 
during  every  migration  season,  and  the  numbers  left  unkilled  seemed 
countless.  But  that  was  an  Illusion®  Drainage  and  settlement  narrow 
the  feeding  areas,  heightened  the  concentration  of  ducks,  thus  increa 
ing  the  slaughter,  and  also  preserving  the  illusion  of  plenty,  even 
while  the  birds  were  fast  disappearing®  Market  shooting  and  spring 
shooting  were  then  abolished.  But  still  the  illusion  persisted,  for 
now  the  ducks  were  baited <  and  were  drawn  in  concentrated  flocks  to 
the  very  guns  that  were 


extc 


:rminating  them 
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In  1930,  the  Biological  Survey  estimated  that  the 'total  number  of 
waterfowl  left  alive  was  between  80  and  100  million,  a  revelation 
which  so  alarmed  the  sportsmen  that  they  gave  up  their  seven 'year 
fight  against  reduction  of  the  daily  bag  limit  from  95  to  15*  And 
what  is  the  situation  today?  The  Biological  Survey  estimated  In 
January  of  1935  that  during  their  winter  concentration  only  27  million 
ducks  were  to  be  found  in  the  United  States  and  Mexico.  And  1937 
estimates  show  a  reduction  of  25%  from  this  figure. 

Prom  billions  down  to  20  million  --  due  to  man  and  his  gun.  Other 
species  of  gam6  birds  have  suffered  the  same  pitiful  depletion,  even 
carried  in  some  cases  all  the  way  to  extinction.  And  the  shameful 
truth  is  that,  of  all  the  causes  of  wildfowl  decimation,  this 
slaughter  by  humans,  which  overshadows  all  others,  is  the  only  one 
over  which  wre  have  complete  control.  With  proper  game  laws,  with 
adequate  enforcement  and  suitable  penalties  for  would-be  law-breakers, 
the  major  obstacle  to  conservation  and  replenishment  of  our  wildfowl 
would  be  eliminated. 

The  first  big  steps  toward  this  goal  were  taken  in  the  later  part  of 
the  last  century.  At  that  time,  through  the  efforts  of  the  Audubon 
Society,  the  Thayer  fund,  and  other  groups,  existing  state  game  laws 
were  made  more  stringent,  and  in  most  of  the  states  that  had  no  laws 
at  all,  the  legislatures  were  impelled  to  act.  In  1870  there  were 
36  states  that  gave  waterfowl  no  legal  protection  whatever.  By  1900 
only  ten  states  were  without  some  form  of  wildfowl  protective  lav/. 

State  regulations,  however,  were  inadequate.  Each  state  was  careful 


easy 


about  its  laws  protecting  non-mi gratory  species  because  it  was 
see  that  if  the  breeding  stocks  of  these  birds  decreased,  local 
hunters  would  be  without  game.  But  with  regard  to  migratory  birds, 
precaus t ions  were  taken.  This  policy,  with  such  disastrous  effects 
as  the  extermination  of  the  passenger  pigeon,  was  maintained  until 
1913,  when  Congress  passed  the  Migratory  Bird  Law,  conferring  upon 
U  S  D  A  authority  to  adopt  regulations  fixing  closed 


to 


no 


the 


seasons  on 


migratory  birds.  Five  years  later  this  law  was  superseded  by  the 
Migratory  Bird  Treaty  with  Great  Britain,  giving  the  governments  of 
United  States  and  Canada  authority  to  protect  the  ducks,  geese  and 
all  other  migratory  birds. 

These  original  regulations  have  since  been  tightened,  setting 
shorter  open  seasons,  smaller  bag  and  possession  limits,  abolishing 
baiting  and  live  decoys,  and  giving  complete  protection  to  the 
scarcest  species  of  wildfowl.  Supplemented  In  1936  by  a  treaty  with 
the  United’  Mexican  States,  similar  to  the  Migratory  Bird  Treaty  with 
C-reat  Britain,  the  federal  laws  have  taken  long  strides  In  control  of 
the  annual  hunting  toll. 

There  is,  however,  still  a  great  distance  to  go.  Many  criticisms 
can  be  made  of  the  present  lav/s  •  Pressure  from  the  wealthy  sportsmen 
or  political  sources,  resulting  in  such  absurdities  as  last  year 1 s 


the 


removal  of  the  ban  on 


Canvas back 


Ducks,  should  be 


policy  of  gauging 


made 
the 


incf f ect Ivc • 
open  seasons 

to  the  hardiest  and  most  prolific 
ination  of  the  less  hardy  species, 
protection  by  law.  To  amplify 
Minnesota  Conservationist ; 


Redheads,  Buf fie heads  and  Ruddy 
Enforcement  Is  inadequate.  The 
to  give  barely  sufficient  protection 
species  Is  a  policy  of  quick  exterm- 
cvcn  if  these  arc  given  complete 


this,  Mr.  John  J.  Tcssari  writes  in  the 


4 


4 


a  duck 
glass . 
cannot 
will. 


dc  , 
Had 


is  asking  too  much, 
the  hunter  hesitated 


which  he  was  about  to  take  a: 

lost . 


.m, 


w 


It  is  useless  to  forbid  the  shooting  of  some  species  while  permitting 
others  to  be ^ shot.  Sven  a  trained  ornithologist  will  hesitate  to  name 
in  flight  unless  he  has  had  ample  time  to  observe  it  through  a 
To  ask  the  average  hunter  to  do  what  a  trained  ornithologist 
°  ^ n  rKniz-.i',  _  The  impulse  is  to  shoot,  and  shoot  he 

long  enough  to  identify  the  bird  at 
,  the  chance  for  a  shot  would  have  been 
et  that  Is  exactly  what  the  law  expected  him  to  do.n 

on  destruction;  illegally  killed  birds 
goes  on  shooting  until  he  reaches  a 

legal  possession  limit. 

This  inevitable  result  of  the  protected  species  system  has  been 
adopted  as  a  vcryforciblc  argument  by  the  Emergency  Conservation 
Committee  in  support  of  Its  demand  for  a  closed  season.  This  complete 
protection  period  is  to  last  as  long  as  necessary  to  permit  the  birds 
to  increase  to  a  point  where  shooting  can  again  be  allowed  on  a  more 


Such  a  regulation  puts  a  premium 
are  thrown  away  and  the  hunter 


limited  scale  than 
estimated  that  a 


at 


five 


goose 


population  to 


ore sent.  Unhindered  by  any  hunting,  it  is 
year  period  would  increase  the  present  duck  and 
over  the  billion  mark. 


Cited  also  as  an  argument  in  favor  of 


this  E  C  C  plan  are  the 
difficulties  found  in  enforcing  the  laws  when  a  club  of  sportsmen,  with 
or  without  political  pressure,  have  succeeded  in  gaining  control  of 
most  or  all  of  the  available  feeding  land  in  a  certain  area.  This 
monopolistic  practice  Is  almost  as  bad  as  the  practice  of  shooting 
within  sanctuaries.  Unbelievable  as  it  sounds,  six  sanctuaries  main¬ 
tained  by  the  Biological  Survey  have  areas  within  them  set  aside  for 
hunting  by  the  public.  Entirely  contrary  to  the  principles  of  wildlife 
refuges,  these  sanctuaries  with  shooting  grounds  attached  are  no  better 
than  slaughter  pens. 

Paced  in  their  efforts  to  control  these  evils  by  political  selfish¬ 
ness  and  dompromises,  and  by  bands  of  -wealthy  hunters  determined  to 
preserve  their  private  shooting  privileges,  the  Emergency  Conservation 
Committee  believes  a  completely  closed  season  the  only  practical 
solution  to  the  immediate  problem. 

Perhaps  for  the  migratory  birds  such  a  drastic  procedure  is  necessary. 
For  non-migratory  birds,  however,  the  so-called  Wisconsin  plan  seems  to 
offer  a  flexible  and  far-sighted  arrangement. 

That  state,  in  1933,  delegated  all  responsibility  and  authority  for 
regulating  open  seasons  and  limits  to  the  Fish  and  Came  Commission, 
subject  only  to  the  governor’s  veto.  The  Commission,  at  an  annual 
meeting  of  its  technical  advisors  with  the  state  game  wardens  and  a 
committee  of  citizens  from  each  county,  decides  the  regulations  for  the 


coming  year 


These  can  be  altered 


.n 


case  of  anv  local  emergency  dur¬ 


ing  the  year  by  the  commission  alone,  thus  unhand! capped  by  the 
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necessity  of 


wa it ing 


4-  V  ,  - 
Tj  I  :.C 


no:  t  assembly  oJ 


change  the  rculations.  After  confidence  in 


the  state  legislature  to 
the  Commission  has  been 

gained  by  the  sportsmen,  the  county  committees  may  oe  eliminated,  with 
the  local  game  wardens  reporting  the  attitude  of  the  public • ^ 

The  successful  results  of  this  plan  In  the  last  few  years  indicate 
the  desirability  of  a  similar  set-up  In  each  state,  controlling  the 
local  problems,’ and  all  cooperating  with  a  federal  board  in  conserva¬ 
tion  of  migratory  wildfowl.  This  would  he  perhaps,  the  most  efficient 
and  popular  method  of  making  and  enforcing  game  laws* 

Roger  B*  Cobh 
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ADDITIONAL  *10??.  5  ON  R.M.  VSR  RILL  »_S  ARTICLE 

On  "Relationship  between  Temperature  and  Wintering  Migrants” 

In  the  issue  of  February,  1959,  Mr.  R.  M.  Verrill  showed  in  Table 
of  his  article  the  number  of  species  of  those  under  consideration 
which  were  recorded  each  month  in  the  past  4  winters.  We  suggest 
that  you  turn  to  that  table  and  Insert  the  number  12  for  February, 
1939,  and  change  the  number  from  13  to  17  for  January  1939.  These 
•figures  will  complete  the-  table  and  tend  also  to  show  an  even  more 
definite  correlation  between  temperature  and  occurrence  of  late 
lingering  species. 

H.  D.  Mitchell 


FIELD 'RECORDS 


Each  month  we  publish  under  the  heading  "NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS"  many 
observations  which  are  deemed  worthy  of  mention,  both  as  migration 
data,  and  to  show  the  relative  abundance  or  scarcity  of  different 
species  as  compared  with  former  years.  While  we  know  a  good  deal 
about  the  status  of  each  species  in  "Western  New  York,  changes  are 
continually  taking  place,  and  each  migration  season  brings  surprises 
and  renewed  interest  In  field  observations. 

Reports  of  such  field  trips  may  serve  as  a  basis  for  future  research 
on  various  phases  of  ornithology,  and  it  is  of  importance  that  records 
be  submitted  monthly  to  the  statisticians  by  all  members  who  find  it 
possible  to  take  field  trips  during  the  month.  It  Is  the  intention  of 
the  editor  to  publish  THE  PROTHONOTARY  about  the  10th  of  each  month, 
and  in  order  to  do  this  we  suggest  that  all  records  be  handed  in  or 
mailed  to  the  statisticians  as  soon  after  the  first  of  the  month  as 
possible.  Records  submitted  on  the  Society’s  check  lists  make  the 
compilation  an  easier  task,  and  expedites  each  publication.  Your 
cooperation  along  these  lines  will  be  appreciated. 


NOTES 


Clark  S.  Beards  lee  and 

Harold  D.  Mitchell 


Records  for  the  month  of  February  total  63  species,  of  which  9  were 
new  for  the  year.  This  compares  with  a  total  of  55  last  year,  with 
3  new  for  the  year. 

Three  Evening  Grosbeaks  were  still  in  Hamburg  on  March  4.  Several 
were  also  reported  by  Mrs.  Phillips  and  Mrs.  Howder  at  the  Buffalo 
Municipal  Beach  at  Angola  on  March  3.  Thoy  had  been  there  for  several 
weeks.  Mrs.  Phillips  also  mentioned  a  brownish  Heron  (her  description 
indicating  an  imm.  Black-crowned  Night  Heron)  at  Angola  Beach  several 
times  during  the  past  month. 

On  March  4  there  was  an  unusually  carl j  wave  of  migrants.  Including 
many  Bluebirds,  several  Killdccr  and  Redwings,  2  Whistling  Swans  at 
north  end  of  Grand  Island  and  17  in  flight  over  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 
and  2  Canada  Goose  at  Oak  Orchard  Swamp •  On  March  5  several  Bronzed 
Grackles  and  nearly  100  Redwings  were  reported.  For  detailed  reports 
watch  for  the  April  issue  of  TXI  PROTHONOTARY. 

At  Presque  Isle,  Eric,  Pa.,  on  Feb.  21,  Mr.  James  Savage  observed: 

1  Glaucous  Gull,  4  Ring-necked  Duck,  1  Bald  Eagle  (sitting  at  nest), 

1  Robin  and  Tufted  Titmouse. 

Wc  acknowledge  with  congratulations  receipt  of  the  following 
"accession"  record  from  Ralph  and  Dorothy  Lewis,  now  located  at 
Washington  D.C*;  Steven  Houghton  Lewis,  weight  6  Lb.  5  Oz.  prospective 
ornithologist • 

On  March  2  a  Bald  Eagle  was  seen  on  the  north  end  of  Grand  Is.  by 
Mrs.  Hickman,  Mrs.  Nelly  and  Mrs  Mansfield. 
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MEETING  OP  FEBRUARY  8S  1959 

At  this  meeting  Mr.  Victor  F.  Fisher  told  us  about  and  showed 
pictures  of  the  birds  of  New  Zealand.  He  explained  the  influence  of 
the  bird  on  the  native  Maori  as  evidence  by  decoration,  dress  and  lore. 
Because  of  its  geographic  location  and  its  isolation,  the  island  has  a 
variety  of  birds.  The  apteryx,  wholly  flightless,  and  shore  birds 
during  migration,  counted  with  the  other  native  land  and  sea  birds 
give  New  Zealand  a  bird  count  of  about  200  species. 

Dr.  Lee  Herndon  of  the  conservation  committee  gave  a  talk  on  the 
predator  in  his  relation  to  conservation. 

MEETING  OF  FEBRUARY  22,~1959 

Miss  Heather  Thorpe  gave  a 'talk  about  the  Audubon  Nature  Camp.  With 
the  use  of  slides  and  movies,  she ' gave  a  clear  description  of  the  camp, 
its  activities,  and  its  functions. 

George  C.  Kratzer  presented  a  paper  on  sanctuaries , the  last  of  the 
series  of  conservation  papers. 

Mr-  Fred  Dibble  was  accepted  as  associate  member  in  the  Society. 


FUTURE  EVENTS 


Mr.  Harold  L.  Madison,  of  the  Cleveland  Public  Museum,  will  talk  on 
Home  Life  of  Our  Common  Birds,  at  the  Hayes  Friday  Evening  Lecture 
on  March  31. 

Pymatuning  Meeting  -  May  6  and  7. 


MEETINGS : 


March  22 

April  12 


8:00  P.M. 


8:00  P.M. 


Humboldt  Room,  B.  M.  of  Science. 

Speaker:  Miss  C.  Moore  -  Modern  Bird 

Poetry. 

Humboldt  Room,  B.  M.  of  Science. 


FIELD  TRIPS: 

March  26  -  The  Sinks 

Leaders:  Mrs.  Mansfield  and  Robert  Mansfield 

Meet  Main  City  Line  8:00  A.M. 

April  2  -  Spring  Duck  Census 

Leader:  T.  M.  Kelly,  RI-  2160 

April  23  -  Canadian  Shore 

Leader:  Ward  Klepfer. 


Early  Saturday  morning  bird  walks  from  the  Windsor  Avenue 
gate  through  Delaware  Park  and  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  from 
April  22nd  to  June  3rd. 


EDITOR  -  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York 
TREASURER  -  Miss  Bertha  K.  Schwenger,  526  Delaware  Ave.,  Buffalo,N.  Y. 
BUSINESS  MANAGER  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Ave.,  Buffalo, N.  Y. 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo P  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


The  temperature  for  the  month  was  -  0,8°  below  normal  and  precipita¬ 
tion  slightly  above  normal.  During  two  periods,  from  the  3rd  to  the 
6th  and  again  from  the  23rd  to  the  27th,  warm  spells  occured.  Marked 
occurrance  of  migrants  accompanied  these  rises  in  temperature. 

High  winds  March  -  66  mi.  per  hr. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Horned  Grebe  March 

Pied-billed  Grebe  ” 

ii 

ii 

Great  Blue  Heron  " 

Black-cr.  Night  Heron  ” 
Whistling  Swan  M 

it 


26 

26 

26 

27 

11 

17 

4 


i 

Mute  Swan  "  29 

Canada  Goose  M  4 

"  6 
"  11 

Blue-winged  Teal  M  26 


Hooded  Merganser 
Hybrid  Mallard  and 
Black  Duck 
Turkey  Vulture 

Goshawk 

Red  Shouldered  Hawk 
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ii 
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26 

28 

11 

26 
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19 

26 


Nis^ra  River  (Savage) 

(F)  Silver  Creek  (Beardslee  et  al ) 

Gaspcrt  (Somerside) 

Dunkirk  ( Bourne ) 

(F )  0.0.  (Ecklers ) 

(F)  Delaware  Park  (Zollitsch,  McDonald) 
(F)  17  Chestnut  Ridge  (Herndon,  Tilley) 

2  Grand  Island  (Creightons) 

Many  reports  during  month;  largest  number 
140  on  Grand  Island  on  March  26. 

4  LaSalle  (Beardslee) 

56  Gowanda  (Beal) 

Mar ilia  (Chas.  Neumann,  Tilley) 

30  Grand  Island  (Hickman) 

(F)  Buffalo  Harbor  (Savage,  Beardslee  et 
Batavia  (Pixley)  al) 

2  Grand  Island  (Creightons) 

Goat  Island  (Beardslee) 

(F)  1  Knowlsville  (W.  A.  Smith) 

1  Gowanda  (Beal) 

Grand  Island  (Savage) 

Angola  (Beardslee  et  al) 

Gowanda  (Beal) 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park  (Savage,  Bourne) 

0.  0.  (Ecklers) 

Small  migration  at  Clarence  (Mansfiled  et 


Bald  Eagle 

Pigeon  Hawk 
Coot 

Killdeer 

Woodcock 

Iceland  Gull 
Ring-billed  Gull 
Bonaparte *s  Gull 
Barn  Owl  ( ? ) 

Snowy  Owl 

Phoebe 

Tree  Swallow 

Tufted  Titmouse 
Winter  Wren 
Bluebird 

Northern  Shrike 

Migrant  Shrike 
Meadowlark  -  common 
Red-wing 

Rusty  Blackbird 
Bronzed  Grackle 
Cowbird 

Evening  Grosbeak 


Pine  Grosbeak 
Hoary  Redpoll 

Common  Redpoll 

Savannah  Sparrow 
Vesper  Sparrow 
Fox  Sparrow 

Song  Sparrows 

Lapland  Longs pur 


Snow  Bunting 
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G?rand  Is.  (Hickman^ Kelly,  Mansfield) 
Silver  Creek  (Beardslee  et  al) 

Dufferin  Island  (Savage) 

(F)  Grand  Island  (Wander) 

2  Grand  Island  (Creightons) 

Gowanda  (Beal) 

(F)  1  Eden  (Creightons) 

Grand  Island  (Herndon,  Jameson) 

Grand  Island  (Mitchell) 
became  common 

5  Grand  Island  (Vaughan) 

Delawar e  Park  (Hickman) 

I-Iambur  g  ( W i  Is  on ) 

Grand  Is  la nd  ( Va u gha n ) 

(F)  C-rand  Island  (Hickman  et  al) 

Hambur  g  ( Bcur ne ,  W i 1 s  on 
(F)  0*.  03  (Savage) 

Oak  Or  char  d  ( TJlr  i  ch  e  t  a  1 ) 

3  Gowanda  (Beal) 

Chestnut  Ridge  (Bourne,  Wilson) 

Grand  Island  (Fames,  Savage) 

10  plus  South  of  '.Buffalo  (5  members) 
(L)  3,  one  singing,,  0G  0.  Grand  Island, 
Ridgeway  (3  members) 

(F)  Grand  Island  (Beadle  et  al) 

Hambur g  ( Du ga  n ) 

Grand  Island  7  (Creightons) 

C  ommc  n  by  19th 

(F)  2  Zoar  Valley  (Mitchell  et  al) 

10  Or  Or  (4  members) 

Gowanda  (Beal 

20  Grand  Island  (6  members) 

3  Hamburg  (Tilley) 

3  "  (Mrsc  Grove 

(L)  3  Hamburg  (Wilson) 

Delaware  Park  (McDonald,  Nortons) 

(F)  1  Hamburg  (Creightons) 

6  Lyndonville  (Somerside) 

Large  flocks  seen  various  places 
t  hr  o ughc ut  t  he  mo  nt  h ) 

(F)  2  Batavia  (PIxley) 

(F)  1  Grand  Island  (Savage) 

(F))Grand  Island  (Beardslee  et  al) 
Lyndonville  (W .  A.  Smith) 
reported  every  day  from  March  17th; 
common  from  25th 
1  Morton?s  Corners  (4  members) 

100  G-rand  Island  (Jameson) 

200  Grand  Island  (Savage) 

Several  reports,  largest  flocks  500 
March  18  Gasport  (Somerside) 

Silver  Creek  (Bourne) 

2,000  Morton!s  Corners  (4  members) 

(L)  1  Grand  Island  (Savage) 
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SPRING  DUCK  CENSUS 


April  4,  1939  Cool  32°  -  Snow  flurries  -  w.  wind. 

Loader  :  Tom  Kelley 

Territory  covered  and  observers : 


A.  -  Buffalo  Harbor,  Canadian  side  Niagara  River  -  James  Savage 
B  -  Braddock*s  Bay  and  Lake  Ontario  Shore  -  Mr.&  Mrs,  A,  Brett le, 

Mr •  &  Mrs,  E.  C,  Ulrich 

C  -  American  sidb  Niagara  River  -  T.  M.  Kelly,  Roger  Cobb,  J,  A.Twohey 

D  -  Grand  Island,  N.  W.  Area  -  Mrs.  Kelly,  Mrs.  Hickman,  Mrs.  Mansfield 

Miss  Bertha  Schwenger,  Miss  M.  Wendling 
E  -  Grand  Island,  S.  W.  Area  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  Howard  A.  Wander 

P  -  Grand  Island,  S.  E.  Area  -  Clark  S,  Beardslee,  Mildred  Baker, 

Gordon  Grotke,  Robert  Helstrom,  E.  Jameson,  Jr. 
Sara  Knight,  Mrs.  L.  Kogel,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Madison, 
Ada  K.  Stanley,  Edw.  Dibble,  Thomas  Danforth 
G  -  Grand  Island,  N.  E.  Area  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  C.  Kratzer 
H  -  Forest  Lawn  &  Delaware  Park  -  Ray  M.  Verrill,  Richard  M.  Verrill 
J  -  Lincoln  Park  to  Clarence  "Sinks"  -  Robert  Mansfield, Ward  Klepfer 
K  -  Dunkirk  and  Chautauqua  Co.  -  Winston  Brockner,  Mary  Brown 
L  -  Bond  Lake  to  Wilson  and  Lake  Ontario  -  Dr.  Lee  Herndon 
M  -  Orchard  Park  to  Springville  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Benjamin  Winship 
N  -  Batavia  and  vicinity  -  Mrs.  Ora  Pixley 

0  -  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie  to  Mohawk  Pt.  -  Miss  Cornie  Moore, 

Heather  Thorp,  Paul  Dent,  Harold  D.  Mitchell 
P  -  Java,  Silver,  Lime,  Crystal  and  Cuba  Lakes  -  Mr »&Mrs .J .A. Creighton 
Q  -  Emery  Park  to  Machias  -  Francis  Tilley,  Erie  Pryor 
R  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  -  William  A.  Vaughan,  Ellwood  Seaman 

5  -  Ridgeway  to  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  -  Clair  A.  Somerside 
T  -  Hamburg  -  David  D.  Dugan 

In  the  following  list,  the  letters  refer  to  groups  reporting; 

6  the  first  record  for  1939: 

Common  Loon  7,  HolboellTs  Grebe  1  (B),  Horned  Grebe  11,  Pied-billed 
Grebe  6,  Great  Blue  Heron  68,  Whistling  Swan  49 ,  Mute  Swan  21  (K,  S), 
Canada  Goose  814,  Common  Mallard  57,  Red-legged  and  Common  Black  Duck 
470,  Gadwall  2,’Baldpate  781,  Pintail  651,  Green-wiinged  Teal  9*-  (J,  K) 
Blue-winged  Teal  9  (F,J,N)  Wood  Duck  2*  (K),  Redhead  305,  Ring -necked 
Duck  646,  Canvas-back  2329,  Greater  and  Lessor  Scaup  Duck  6675,  American 
Golden-eye  1913,  Buffle-head  123,  Old-squaw  194 «  Hooded  Merganser  69, 
American  Merganser  998,  Red-breasted  Merganser  2612,  Sharp-shinned  Hawk 
(G),  Cooper *s  Hawk  1  (M)  Rod-tailed  Hawk  6,  Red-shouldered  Hawk  7, 
Rough-legged  Hawk  18,  Bald  Eagle  1  (0),  Marsh  Hawk  53,  Sparrow  Hawk  65, 
Ring-nocked  Pheasant  128,  Coot  18  (B,  K,  P),  Killdeer  59,  Woodcock  1(T), 
Glaucous  Gull  1  (0),  Great  Black-backed  Gull  5  (A,  E,  F)  Herring  Gull 
893,  Ring-billed  Gull  1533,  Bonaparte Ts  Gull  268,  Mourning  Dove  20, 

Great  Horned  Owl  1  (F),  Long-eared  Owl  3  (L),  Belted  Kingfisher  1  (K), 

N*  Flicker  6,  Pileated  Woodpecker  1  (K),  Red-headed  Woodpecker  2  (L), 
Hairy  Woodpecker  4,  Downy  ’Woodpecker  27,  Phoebe  11,  Prairie  Horned 
Lark  196,  Tree  Swallow  40  (B,  K),  Blue  Jay  19,  Crow  1875  Black-capped 
Chickadee  39,  Tufted  Titmouse  8'(K,  M),  White-br. 'Nuthatch  10,  Rect-br , 
Nuthatch  1  (C),  Brown  Creeper  8,  ’Winter  Wren  2  (K,  0)  Robin  1551, 

Hermit  Thrush  1 &  (0),  Bluebird  110,  Golden-cr.  Kinglet  53,  Migrant 
Shrike  7  (B,  H,  II, -R,  \S),  Starling  12209,  English  Sparrow  766,  Meadow¬ 
lark  91,  Redwing  2634,  Rusty  Blackbird  2  (N) 
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Bronzed  G-rackle  912,  Cowbird  667,  Cardinal  5  (G,  M),  Common  Redpoll  7  00, 
Goldfinch  3  (J),  Slate-colo  Junco  124,  Tree  Sparrow  152,  Pox  Sparrow  4 
(K),  Swamp  Sparrow  1”-  (B),  Song  Sparrow  837,  Total  85  species, 
about  46000  individuals.  In  1938,  99  species  and  about  31,000 
individuals  were  reported.  The  census  was  reported  in  the  Buffalo 
Courier  Express  of  April  3,  1939.  On  this  census  we  were  pleased  to 
notice  the  posting  of  a  pond  oh  Walker  Road,  as  a  bird  sanctuary  by  the 
Genesee  Ornithological  Society. 


PREDATORS. 


Under  the  definition  of  predator  we  can  class,  every  animal  which 
preys  wholly  or  in  part  upon  some  other  animal „  That  would  include 
nearly  every  living  animal,  whether  it  be  fish,  reptile,  bird  or 
mammal.  The  farmer,  because  of  destruction  of  fruits  and  grain,  makes 
a  case  against  certain  granivorous  forms,  even  though  at  times  these 
may  be  Insectivorous,  predatory  in  a  strict  sense,  but  beneficial  in 
this  case. 

To  the  sportsman,  any  form  which  takes  the  game  he  wishes  for  his 
own  use,  is  a  predator 0 

The  worst  offenders  to  both,  sports  man  and  farmers ,  are  the  Hawks 
and  Owls.  To  them  there  is  usually  no  discrimination  as  to  their 
economic  value.  To  outlaw  the  offender  means  death  to  all  forms. 

The  ornithologist,  probably  selfish,  would  like  to  see  all  species 
protected. 

The  hope  for  a  meeting  place  lies  with  various  scientific  groups 
who  have  accumulated  sufficient  evidence  in  each  case  to  intelligently 
and  scientifically  consider  the  different  forms 0  From  observation, 
stomach  analyses,  and  examination  of  pellets,  the  BisLoglcal  Survey, 

U.  S.  Dept,  of  Agriculture,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Game  Commission  have 
a  knowlege  of  the  food  habits  of  these  birds. 

From  their  records  we  find  that  certain  forms  are  harmful  and  certain 
beneficial,  but  in  very  few  cases  do  we  find  any,  whose  food  consists 
wholly  of  the  desired  and  beneficial  types  of  life.  Thus  certain 
species  should  be  wholly  protected  and  in  certain  cases  certain  forms 
or  individuals  controlled.  A  great  similarity  in  size,  shape  and 
plumage  exist  among  the  Hawks  and  Owls.  To  allow  and  call  for  an 
indiscriminate  control  of  predators  would  result  in  needless  slaughter c 

The  bounty  system,  the  vermin  hunt ^  and  a  general  campaign  against 
predators  are  undesirable  and  should  be  made  illegal* 


The  law  of  natural  selection  and  in  cases  me  oil  rgen. 


authorized  conservation  employes 

predator . 


can  tax  a  cars  ul  the 


control  by 
or-obelm  of  the 


Lee  Herndon 


SANCTUARIES 

With  the  development  of  the  country,  agriculture  and  industry  and  the 
needs  of  man  so  alter  conditions  that  only  by  the  establishment  of 
sanctuaries  can  certain  forms  of  wild  life  be  maintained. 

Intelligent  cooperation  can  servo  both  needs-,  Flood  control  and 
imigration  require  the  Impounding  of  water.  Here  government  property 
can  be  made  to  servo  a  dual  purpose.  Rocreational  Parks 9  by  judicious 
forestry  and  maintenance  and  planting  of  food  bearing  shrubs  make  ideal 
sanctuaries 

Certain  species,  because  of  habits,  are  restricted  to  a  very  narrow 
environment.  In  these  cases,  land  should  be  acquired  for  sanctuary 
purposes  only. 
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The  heath  hen  illustrates , very  graphically,  how  the  lack  of  a  proper 
sanctuary  meant  the  extermination  of  a  species.  These  hinds 
dec  mated  by  fire  and  encroachment  of  habitat  to  a  few  numbers  had 
staged  a  remarkable  recovery,  until  their  perpetuation  seemed  assured. 
Brush  fires  and  lack  of  suitable  nesting  sites  again  wrought  havoc,  re¬ 
ducing  the  numbers  from  about  600  in  1920  until  only  a  few  were  seen 
about  10  years  later,  with  last  heath  hen  date  recorded  in  1930  or  ’31. 
Contrariwise,  the  numbers  of  eg.rettes  offer  an  example  of  the  return 
of  birds  formerly  threatened  with  extinction,  but  who  now  are  thriving. 

The  preservation  of  individual  forms  of  wild  life  requires  environ¬ 
ments  suitable  for  their  living  and  propagation,  free  form  detrimental 
conditions,  and  properly  wardened.  Proper  government  and  private 
agencies  can  provide  a  sanctuary  system  for  all  classes  of  game  and 
for  all  valuable  forms  of  wild  life,  that  will  be  nation?!  in  purpose 
and  comprehensive  of  future  needs. 

George  Kr at zer 


NOTES 


The  Bulletin  of  New  England  Bird  Life  for  February  and  March  reports 
an  increasing  abundance  of  northern  finches.  Red  polls  and  pine 
siskins  are  numerous,  and  from  that  area  comes  the  report  of  a  record 
flight  of  purple  finches  and  pine  siskins.  Warm  spelis  on  February 
20  -  21  and  March  1-6  brought  general  arrivals  of  large  numbers  of 
migrants.  The  great  concentration  of  sea-fowl  left  Monomay  in  early 
February. 

Th6  Burroughs -Audubon  Nature  Club  of  Rochester  gives  records  of  the 
first  pronounced  arrival  of  migrants.cn  4/4. They  report  red  polls, 
purple  finches,  pine  grossbeak,  cardinals  and  a  brown  thrasher  for 
the  period  of  late  February  and  early  go:  oh. 

These  reports  coincide  with  the  bircf  dates  in  our  territory,  except 
for  the  large  number  of  purple  finches  from  New  England.  In  our 
.  territory  these  birds  have  not  beeu  recorded*  In  all  chree  territor¬ 
ies,  a  slight  admixture  of  Carolinian  birds^  as  cardinal  and  mocking 
bird,  occu'.ra  with  the -wintering  Canadian  faunal  species. 

Reports  from  Mr.  W.  L.  G.  Edson  of  Rochester  for  mid  March  include 
Cedar  Waxwing.  Pine  Grosbeak,  Pine  $iskin.  Purple  Finch,  Redpoll  and 
Hoary  Redpoll.  During  the  last  week  a  Hawk  migration  was  noted  on  the 
26th  including  Sharp-shinned,  Cooper’s,  Red-tailed,  Red-shculdered  and 
Marsh  Hawks »  During  this  week  Pied-BGrebe,  Great  Blue  Heron, 

Canada  Corse,  White-w.  Scoter,  Coot,  Yellow-b.  Sapsucker,  Phoebe  and 
Hermit  Tiirush  were  noted. 

On  March  26  at  Erie,  Pa.  Mr.  C.  S.  Beards  lee  and  his  museum  class 
noted  Double -or.  Cormorant,  80  Whistling  Swan,  60  Canada  Goose,  14 
species  of  Duck  including  2  Wood  Duck  and  1  Ruddy  Duck,  2  '  Goshawk, 
Bald  Eagle  on  nest,  2  Coot,  1  Greater  Yellowlegs,  Bonaparte’s  Gull, 
Belted  Kingfisher,  Tree  Swallow,  Tufted  Titmouse,  Migrant  Shrike,  as 
well  as  many  other  species. 

Mr*  T.  L.  Bourne  noted  many  of  the  above  species  at  Erie  on 
succeeding  days,  a?. so  2  Green-w.  Teal,  1  Gadwall  and  1  Shoveller  on 
the  27th  and  a  Loon  at  Conneaut  Lake  on  the  31st* 
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1939  ROBIN  CENSUS 


IvlTo  J.  Murray  Speirs,  now  at  the  University  of  Illinois,  has  during 
the  past  few  years  been  engaged  in  the  investigation  of  the  changes 
in  distribution  of  the  Robin  during  the  winter  and  the  spring  migra¬ 
tion*  Buffalo  is  in  a  very  important  position  in  this  work  for  the 
evidence  gathered  so  far  suggests  that  the  Robins  migrate  eastward 
along  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie  and  then  westward  along  the 
northern  shore. 

Mr*  Speirs,  in  asking  the  readers  of  the  PROTHONOTARY  for  additional 
data,  would  like  information  about  the  number  of  Robins  observed  daily 
in  one  particular  place  which  can  be  visited  conveniently  about  the 
same  time  each  day.  Care  should  be  taken  so  as  not  to  select  an  area 
whore  the  Robins  will  be  too  abundant  to  count  accurately. 

If  you  can  not  assist  the  Robin  Census  in  this  manner,  additional 
information  about  dates  v/hen  robins  were  most  noticeably  abundant, 
which  direction  they  were  migrating,  what  if  any,  natural  geographical 
boundaries  they  were  following,  such  as  lake  shores,  ridges,  valleys, 
etc.,  or  any  inf ormation ‘as  to  Robin  roosts  will  bo  appreciated  just 
as  greatly  by  Mr*  Speirs,  204  Experimental  Zoology  Laboratory, 
Champaign,  Illinois, 

MEETING  oF '  MARCH  8th 


By  the  presentation  of  her  findings  on  the  migration  of  the  Evening 
Grossbeak,  Mrs.  Gordon  W.  Mills  of  Toronto,  Ontario,  gave  a  most 
interesting  program  at  this  meeting.  Mrs.  Mills,  in  her  thorough 
study  of  this  unique  migrant,  believes  they  appear  in  10  and  20  year 
cycles • 

A  remarkable  migration,  the  greatest  ever  recorded,  cccuried  in  1890, 
when  in  certain  sections,  they  were  reported  as  numerous  as  house 
sparrows.  Government  weather  maps  of  that  year  told  of  very  heavy 
snow  storms  in  the  west,  possibly  the  reason  for  that  phenomenal 
flight • 

Mrs.  Mills  displayed  fine  water  color  paintings  of  these  birds,  the 
work  of  Fred  Barret  of  Toronto. 

With  many  records  and  a  discriminating  analysis,  Mrs.  Mills  showed 
a  way  whereby  people  without  a  knowledge  of  biology,  can  do  an 
interesting  and  a  scientific  piece  of  research  in  the  field  of 
ornithology. 

W.  Brockner. 


MEETING  OF  MARCH  22nd 


Miss  Moore  gave  a  report  of  her  summer  vacation  experiences  with  birds 
at  Wading  River,  Long  Island.  This  area,  in  the  hands  of  people  who 
would  have  it  remain  natural,  attract  a  variety  of  birds  as  evidenced 
by  a  record  of  45  species  at  one  bird  bath  during  a  summer  season. 

Miss  Moore,  reading  bird  poems  of  Henry  Vandyke,  Bliss  Cameron, 

Robert  Frost,  and  Robert  Tristom  Coffin,  introduced  to  us  the  modern 
school, with  a  good  selection  well  read. 

Mr.  Mitchell  gave  to  individual  members,  birds  for  observation  during 
the  nesting  season,  opening  for  study  a  field  of  study  somewhat 
neglected  in  our  territory. 

Miss  Ada  Diaz  of  Niagara  Falls,  New  York  was  elected  as  an 
associate  member. 
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FUTURE  EVENTS 


May  10  -  11  The  Audubon  Society  of  Buffalo  celebrates  its  30th 

Anniversary. 

May  10  -We.  ;  -ye  evening  at  6:30 

at  Kathryn  Lawrence’s  Dining  Room 
v  641  Delaware  Avenue  -  $1.00 

Resume  of  work  of  Society  also  an  illustrated  lecture 
on  the  life  of  John  James  Audubon. 

Plenty  of  free  parking  space. 

May  11  fiiurea  ij  evening  at  8:15  P.M. 

at  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
An  illustrated  Bird  Song  Recital  by  Edward  Avis. 

This  is  free  to  the  public  and  all  are  invited. 

Reservation  cards  for  dinner:  Messrs.  Avery,  Mitchell 

and  Tilley. 


May  6  -  V 


Pymatuning  meeting  -  Linesville,  Pa. 

For  Details  call  or  write: 

Harold  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Ave . 
Tel.  UN-8532. 


MEETINGS : 


April 

26th 

8:00  P.M.  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo  Museum 
Pictures  -Mr.  James  Savage 

of 

Science 

May 

10th 

8:00  P.M.  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo  Museum 
Plans  for  Spring  Census 

of 

Science 

FIELD 

TRIPS: 

April 

23rd 

Canadian  Shore  -  Ward  Klepfer 

ti 

30th 

Bear  Lake  and  Dunkirk,  Mary  Brown 

May 

21st 

Spring  Census 

tt 

28th 

Shore  Birds,  Clark  S.  Beardslee 

Early  Saturday  morning  bird  walks  from  the  Windsor  Avenue 
gate  through  Delaware  Park  and  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  from 
April  22nd  to  June  3rd. 


Editor  -  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York 
Treasurer  -  Miss  Bertha  K.  Schwenger,  526  Delaware  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 
Business  Manager  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
Honorary  President  -  James  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Buffalo, N.Y. 
President  -  Tom  M.  Kelly,  150  Parkwood  Ave.,  Kenmore,  N.Y. 
Vice-President  -  James  A.  Creighton,  397  Highland  Av0*>  Hamburg,  N.  Y. 
Treasurer  -  Mrs.  R.  D.  Madison,  218  Brantwood  Rd.,  Snyder,  N.  Y. 
Recording  Secretary,  W.  W.  Brockner,  175  Dutton  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Corresponding  Secretary  -  Miss  Elizabeth  Prochnow,  940  Amherst  St. 
Statisticians:  Harold  D.  Mitchell  and  Clark  S.  Beardslee 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo,  Hew  York 


THE  MONTH 


Only  seven  days  during  April  had  an  above  normal  temperature, 
with  the  resulting  daily  mean  of  -3.8  degrees.  Precipitation 
w as  about  norma 1 . 

High  winds  April  12,  45  mi.  per  hr.  April  21,  49  mi.  per  hr. 


The  out st  nding  record  of  the  month  was  the  occurrence  of  a  flock 
of  12  Glossy  Ibis  at  Oak' Orchard  Swamp.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eckler  dis¬ 
covered  them  on  the  29th,  and  at  le3s  2  were  seen  as  late  as 
May  8.  It  was  the  first  record  since  1894. 

As  a  rule,  the  cold  weather  retarded  migration  and  many  species 
arrived  much  later  than  usual.  A  wave  of  migrants,  including  many 
Sapsucker s.  Kinglets,  and  For.  Sparrows  occurred  on  the  24th, 
following  a  warm  cloar  night. 


NOTE 


RECORDS 


Glossv  Ibis 

t- 

American  Egret 
Green  Heron 
American  Bittern 
Whistling  Swan 

Gadwall 
Shovel ler 

\  /h  i  t  e  -w  i  ng  e  d  Scot  e  r 


Surf  Scoter 
Ruddy  Duck 
Goshawk 

Br  o  a  d -w i nged  Hawk 
Rough-legged  Hawk 
Bald  Eagle 
Osprey 
Pigeon  Hawk 


April  29-30  (?)  12  0.  0.  (Ecklers) 

n  22-  29  (?)  1  0.  0.  (Ecklers,  Somerside) 

,f  22  (?)  Grand  Is.  (Mitchell  et  al) 

11  9  (?)  Springbrook  (Thorp  e) 

n  25  (L)  Grand  Island  (Mansfield,  Kelly, 

Hickman) 

n  20  B. Harbor  (Beards  lee) 
n  6  (?)  4  0.0.  (Beards  lee) 

!l  15  2  Clarence  Sinks  (Mitchell) 

Several  later  records  from  the 
Niagara  River  and  Pt.Colborne,  Ont 


n 

n 

n 

n 

n 

it 

tt 

ii 

it 


23  (?)  1  Grand  Is.  (V/endling) 

12  (?)  1  Harbor  (Beards lee) 

6  1  Oakfield  (Beardslea) 

23  (L)  1  Ft.  Colborne  0nt.(Klepfer  et  al) 

4  (?)  1  Gowanda  (Beal) 

26  (L)  2  Grand  Is.  (Tilley) 

23  1  0.  0.  (Ecklers) 

15  (?)  2  Newstead  (Mitchell  et  al) 

9  1  Holland  (Verrill) 


Bob  White 

Apr  i  1 

12 

Virginia  Rail 

tr 

on 
£  ■ 

(?) 

Sora 

u 

28 

(?) 

Florida  Ga  llinule 

u 

22 

(F) 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

ir 

9 

(?) 

Upland  Plover 

tr 

23 

(?) 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

n 

24 

(?) 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

ii 

14 

(?) 

Yellow -legs 

it 

14 

(?) 

Atlantic  Kittiwa  ke 

u 

10 

(L) 

Iceland  Gull 

it 

16 

(L) 

Black-Ba  eked  Gull 

ii 

19 

(L) 

Common  Tern 

ii 

19 

(?) 

Caspian  Tern 

il 

25 

(?) 

n 

26 

Black  Tern 

it 

30 

(?) 

Wh i p - p  o  or - w i 1 1 

n 

30 

(F) 

Chimney  Swift 

it 

on 

i 

(?) 

Pi lea  ted  Woodpecker 

Mar . 

25 

April 

30 

Yellow-bellied  Sap- 

sucker 

ii 

13 

(?) 

N,  Horned  Lark 

n 

15 

ii 

20 

(L) 

Ba  nk  Swa  llow 

it 

23 

(?) 

Rough -winged  Swallow 

ti 

23 

(?) 

Barn  Swallow 

ii 

14 

(?) 

Purp  le  Martin 

ti 

15 

(?) 

House  Wren 

ii 

26 

(?) 

Prairie  Ma  rsh  Wren 

it 

30 

(?) 

Mockingbird 

ii 

13 

ii 

27 

Brown  Thrasher 

ti 

24 

(F) 

Olive -backed  Thrush 

ii 

26 

(?) 

Ruby  Crowned  Kinglet 

it 

22 

(?) 

Cedar  Waxwing 

n 

15 

(?) 

Wa  rbl  ing  Vireo 

it 

28 

(?) 

Nashville  Warbler 

ii 

29 

(?) 

Yellow  Warbler 

ti 

29 

(?) 

Myrtle  Warbler 

it 

22 

(?) 

Pine  Warbler 

ti 

26 

(?) 

ir 

29 

DC..  -  tier .  Gre  e  n  W  a  ?-'b  1  c  r 

it 

26 

(V 

W *  Palm  Warbler 

ti 

30 

(?) 

Northern  Wa  ter -Thru 

oh” 

27 

(?) 

ii 

29 

La .  W a  ter -Thru sh 

it 

15 

(?) 

Bobol  ink 

ii 

27 

(?) 

ii 

30 

Evening  Grosbeak 

ii 

9, 

12 

Purple  Finch 

it 

(?) 

Common  Redpoll 

ti 

9 

(L) 

Red -eyed  Towhee 

ii 

14 

(F) 

Lynd  onv i 1 1 e  ( Smi th ) 

Ft.  of  Sheridan  Dr. (Dr.  Herndon) 

0.  0.  (Ecklers) 

0.  0.  (Ecklers,  Brockner,  Brown) 
Holland  (Verrill) 

Kenmore  (Sa  vage) 

Gowanda  (Bedl) 

Orchard  Dark  (Helstrom) 

2  Clarence  (Mitchell) 

2  Clarence  (Mitchell) 

1  Buff a  lo  Harbor  (Mitchell) 

1  Buffalo  Harbor  (Mitchell) 

1  Hi a  gar a  River  (Mitchell) 

3  Niagara  Palls  (Mitchell) 

Batavia  (Pixley) 

1  Grand  Island  (Young) 

4  Grand  Island  (Tilley) 

1  Dunkirk  (Klepfer  et  al) 

1  Evans  (Brown  et  al) 

1  Gowanda  (Beal) 

2  Chestnut  Ridge  (Bourne,  Wilson) 
2  Zoar  Valley  (Wild) 

1  Pt.  Abino,  Ont,  (Jameson) 

8  Hamburg  ( Bourne ) 

2  Grand  Island  (Somerside) 

1  News te ad  (Mitchell) 

10.  0.  (Ecklers) 

1  Pt.  Abino,  Ont*  (Jameson) 

Batavia  (Pixley) 

Horseshoe  La  ke  (Pixley) 

1  East  Aurora  (Thorpe) 

1  Wellington  Rd.  Buffalo  (Mrs.H.C* 

Smith) 

1  East  Aurora  (Wild) 

1  Delaware  Park  (Beards lee) 

1  Delaware  Park  (Savage  Mitchell) 
Grand  Island  (Somerside) 

V/anakah  (Moore) 

Gowa  nda  (Beal) 

Gowanda  (Beal) 

0.  0.  (Ecklers) 

Orchard  Park  (Mrs.  Winship) 
Gowanda  (Beal) 

Forest  La  wn  (Klepfer) 

Gowanda  (Beal) 

2  Cattaraugus  (Klepfler  et  al) 

0.  0*  (Pixley) 

5  0.  0,  (Ecklers) 

Emery  Park  (Verrill) 

1  Gowanda  (Beal) 

0.  0.  (Ecklers) 

6  30  (L)  Hamburg  (Wilson, H.  Dugan) 

2  Holland  (Verrills) 

200  Pike  (Thorpe) 

1  Pt.  Abino,  Ont.  (Jameson) 


. 


Tii’ 9 s shopper  Sparrow  April  23  (F) 
Chopping  Sparrow  n  20  (F) 
Field  Sparrow  ”  19  (P) 
Y/hite -crowned  Sparrow  "  29  (P) 
White-Throated  Spa  rrow"  24  (P) 
Lapland  Longsp  ur  ”  25  (L) 


2  Grand  Island  (Beardslee  et  al) 

4  Dunkirk  (Beardslee) 

1  Gra  nd  Island  (Kellys) 

1  East  Aurora  (Wild) 

Buffalo  (Klepfer,  Mitchell) 

200  Grand  Island  (Beardlee  et  al) 


Book  Rev  lev/ 


American  Bird  Biographies  -  Second  Series 


THE  G- OLDEN  PLOVER  and  other  BIRDS 
hy  Arthur  A.  Allen,  Ph.D. 

In  his  introduction.  Dr.  Allen  states:  ”A11  the  innumerable 
qualities  that  distinguish  human  beings  one  from  another,  we  find  ex¬ 
pressed  in  ex  aggerated  or  in  lessened  degree  in  some  bird.  Waxwings 
are  friendly;  sparrows  are  quarrelsome,  thrushes  are  solitary; 
swallows  are  socia  ble;  ha  wks  are  cruel;  bluebirds  are  gentle; 
warblers  are  active;  vultures  are  sluggish;  and  so  on.  This  is  one  of 
the  reasons  why  the  study  of  birds  is  so  interesting.” 

As  we  read  the  bird  biographies  in  this  excellent  book,  the  above 
statement  of  the  author  often  comes  to  mind. 

The  life  stories  are  all  so  interesting  that  it  is  difficult  to 
pick  one  out  as  better  being  than  another.  After  reading  each  story, 
it  is  an  added  pleasure  to  refer  to  the  questions  In  the  back  of  the 
book  and  to  answer  them  all.  These  questions  alone  would  make 
several  interesting  evenings  of  discussions  by  any  bird  club,  and  how 
many  of  us  are  there  who  can  answer  them  all,  and  who  can  learn 
nothing  hew  from  a  perusal  of  the  story  of  such  a  well  known  bird  as 
Jim  Crow,  'Must  its  tongue  be  split  in  order  that  it  may  talk? 

What  is  the  significance  of  the  facial  disc  on  the  Marsh  Hawk? 

Are  Geese  destructive  to  the  winter  wrheat  fields  in  the  spring? 

These  questions,  and  hundreds  of  others  equally  pertinent  are 
answered  by  Dr.  A.llen. 

The  many  photographs  by  the  author  add  greatly  to  the  interest  and 
illustrate  many  points  brought  out  in  the  text.  The  seven  color 
plates  by  George  Sutton  are  wonderful,  and  if  there  is  any 

possible  criticism, it  would  be  that  there  might  be  more  of  them. 

Harold  D.  Mitchell 


NOTES 

Prom  April  10th  to  15th,  flocks  of  Greater  Snow  Geese  migrated 
through  the  Connecticut  Valley  and  Merry  Meeting  Bay,  Maine.  As 
many  as  500  of  these  birds  were  observed  at  the  latter  place  on  the 
13th.  Observers  reported  Canada  Geese  in  large  numbers  from  the 
middle  of  March  to  the  middle  of  April  with  the  largest  flock, 

10,000,  at  Merry  Meeting  Bay,  Maine.  Of  the  rarer  birds  are  European 
Teal,  Kittiwakes,  Summer  Tanager  and  Wintering  Am.  Egre  ts  from 
four  places  in  Rhode  Island. 

During  the  week  of  April  14th,  observers  from  the  Rochester  area 
reported  Virginia  Rail,  Plorida  Gallinule,  Iceland  Gull  and  Evening 
Grosbeak;  for  the  week  of  the  21st,  a  Holboell’s  Grebe,  a  Common 
Tern,  several  of  the  swallows  and  a  very  early  Bobolink.  The 
Hermit  Thrush,  Wood  Thrush,  Olive-backed  Thrush  and  Veery  arrived 
during  the  week  of  the  28th.  A  Brant  and  Red-throated  Loon  among 
the  water  birds,  and  a  city-visiting  Pileated  Woodpecker  after 
grubs  in  a  backyard  apple  tree,  rounded  out  a  full  bird  list  for 
April  from  our  nearby  bird  club. 
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NOTES 


During  March,  95  species  were  observed,  15  being  new  for  the  year, 
compared  with  110  for  1938,  with  36  new  for  the  year. 

During  April,  154  species  were  reported,  and.  of  these  51  were  new 
for  the  year. 

On  May  1  at  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  Mrs.  H.  E.  Eckler  observed  a  small 
goose  which  she  believes  was  a  Bla  ck  Brant.  The  dark  coloration, 
together  with  the  white  area  above  the  black  on  the  tail,  seems  to 
identify  the  bird  as  of  this  species.  Unfortunately  the  bird  flew 
before  a  close  approach  could  be  made,  and  in  the  absence  of  past 
records  of  this  species  in  our  territory,  it  must  be  considered  a 
hypothetical  record. 

Mr.  William  Wild  advises  us  that  Dr.  Ellen  M.  Nicholson  reports 
a  large  bird  seen  with  a  long  forked  tail  and  with  a  swift  flight 
near  Albion,  N.  Y.  on  April  24.  It  is  possible  that  it  might  have 
been  a  Swallow-tailed  Kite,  a  bird  never  heretofore  reported  from  this 
territory. 


MEETING  -  April  12 ,  1939 

Mr.  Verrill  told  that  the  Courier -Express  very  courteously  accepted 
and  printed  his  report  on  the  duck  census.  They  gave  us  liberal  space 
in  the  paper  of  Monday  morning,  April  3rd. 

Mr.  Winship  entertained  us  with  colored  slides  of  familiar  and  also 
native  birds  at  a  Florida  bird  bath,  of  anhingas,  and  a  purple 
Ga  llinule.  He  showed  pictures  of  a  colony  of  bank  swallows  nesting 
in  a  coal  pile  at  the  Bethlehem  Steel  Company.  His  pictures  of  a 
garden,  fall  landscapes,  and  the  open  hearth  furnace  of  steel  mill 
illustrated' the  effectiveness,  for  realistic  portrayal,  of  colored 
photography. 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  George  Dorman  were  elected  as  associate  members. 

^TINCr:'"Ap^i  1~~2~g7  1959  ~ 

As  at  the  p  revious  meeting,  one  of  our  members  shared  with  us  the 
benefits  of  his  efforts  at  bird  photography,  James  Savage  showed 
colored  movies  of  water-  fowl,  the  habitat  of,  and  also  a  soaring 
California  Condor  and  pictures  of  several  A.  0.  U.  meetings  and 
their  side  trips. 

At  this  meeting,  Mr.  Robert  A.  Helstrom  was  accepted  as  an  associate 
member . 


FUTURE  EVENTS 


MEETINGS: 

May  24th:  8:00  P.M.  -  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo  Museum  of 

Science . 


June  14th:  Outdoor  meeting 
June  28th:  Outdoor  meeting 


Place  to  be  announced  at  next 
meeting. 

Place  to  be  announced. 
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SPRING  CENSUS 


•■VEIl)  TRIPS  ?_ 

May  21st  - 


Leader;  Tom  Kelly. 

Tom  Kelly  outl  ined  the  Spring  Census  and  assigned  the  following 
leaders : 


1  -  Delaware  Park,  Forest  Lawn  -  Clark  Beardslee 

2  -  Lincoln  Park,  Parser  Ave.,  Ellicott  Cr .  Rd.  Niagara  River  from 

Ferry  St.  to  old  Ferry  Landing  -  Mrs.  Kelly  and 
Mrs.  Mansfield. 

3  -  Grand  Is.  south  of  Whitehaven  Road  -  Dr.  Herndon 

4  -  Grand  Is.  north  of  Whitehaven  Rd,  -  Mr.  Kratz  er  and  Somersides 

5  -  Ellicott  Cr .  Park,  Bond  Lake,  Wilson,  Lewiston,  Bear  Swamp 

Miss  Brown  and  Brockner. 

6  -  Tifft  St.  Buffalo  Harbor  and  Niagara  Loop  -  Mr.  Savage 

7  -  Chestnut  Ridge  and  Cascade  Parks,  Orchard  P.  Mr.&Mrs.  Winship 

8  -  Emery  Park,  S. 'Wales,  E.  Aurora  -  Mrs.  Madison  and  Miss  James 

9  -  Canadian  Shore,  Ft,  Erie  to  Pt.  Colborne  &  Grand  River-  Tom  Kelly 

10-  American  Shore,  to  Dunkirk  -  Tilley 

11-  Zoar  Valley  -  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Brettle 

12-  Hamburg,  Sandusky,  etc.  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Creighton 

13-  Gowanda  and  vicinity  -  Cl.  Beal 

].4  -  Letchworth  Park  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ulrich 

15  -  0.  0.  Swa  mp  -  Mitchell,  Verrill,  Eckler 

16  -  Batavia,  Sour  Spring  Road  -  Mrs.  Pixley 

17  -  Leroy  -  '  Mr.  Ilazeltine 

188-  Lyndonville  -  W.  A.  Smith 

19  -  Clarence  Sinks  and  Main  Street  -  Miss  Schwenger  &  Miss  Wendling 

20  -  Lancaster  and  Cowlesville  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swift. 

Members,  not  aassigned  to  any  territory,  may  arrange  to 
accompany  any  of  the  leaders  or  may  independently  cover  any  area  they 
choose.  Please  deliver  your  reports  promptly  after  6  o’clock  to 
Mr.  Verrill  at  332  Sterling  Avenue,.*  using  the  regular  B.O.S.  check  list. 


/  7:00  A.M.  meet  at  Peace  Bridge  < 
May  28th  J  Shore  Birds,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Ulrich. 


Bust!  Ave, 


Early  Saturday  morning  bird  walks  from  the  Windsor 
Avenue  gate  through  Delaware  Park  and  Forest  Lawn 
Cemetery  from  April  22nd  to  June  3rd. 


Editor  -  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSa  lie  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York 
Treasurer  -  Miss  Bertha  K.  Schwenger,  526  Dela  ware  Ave .Buffalo,  N.Y, 
Business  Manager  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Honorary  President  -  James  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Buffalo, N.  Y. 
President  -  Tom  M.  Kelly,  150  Parkwood  Ave.,  Kenmore,  N.  Y. 

Vice-President-  Ja  mes  A.  Creighton,  397  Highland  Ave.,  Hamburg,  N.  Y. 
Treasurer  -  Mrs.  R.  D.  Madison,  218  Brantwood  Rd.,  Snyder,  N.  Y. 

Recording  Secretary  -  W.  W.  Brockner,  175  Dutton  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Corresponding  Secretary  -  Miss  Elizabeth  Prochnow,  940  Amherst  St. 

Sta  tisticians:  Harold  D.  Mitchell  and  Clark  S.  Beardslee 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

The  temperature  for  May  averaged>-l0  per  day  above  normal  and  the 
rainfall  was  less  by  -1.13  inches  for  the  month. 

High  winds  May  10th,  45  mi.  per  hr.;  May  27th  40  mi.  per  hr. 

Of  sxjecial  interest  was  the  occurrence  of  2  Brewster Ts  Warblers,  the 
first  record  for  our  territory  near , Go wand a  on  May  21,  and  of  a  Worm¬ 
eating  Warbler  at  Oak:  Orchard  Swamp  on  May  24,  the  third  record  for  our 
territory . 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Double-cr.  Cormorant 
Glossy  Ibis'.' 

Amer.  Egret 
Amer.  Bittern 
Gad wall 
Green-w.  Teal 
Redhead 
Buffi oh e ad 
Whito-w.  Scoter 
Ruddy  Buck: 

Hooded  Merganser 
Goshawk 
Cooper Ts  Hawk 
Broad-w.  Hawk 
King  Rail 
Piping  Plover 


May  8  (p)  Gowanda  (Beal) 

TT  1  -  7 ,  1  to  12  at  0.  0 .  (many  members) 

IT  13  (L)  11  flew  over  0.  0.  ( Jameson,  Schwenger ) 
"26-1  Pt.  Abino ,  Ont .  (Mrs.  Hickman, Mrs. Kelly 
April  9  (P)  Franklinville  (Amadon) 

"  22  (L)  2  Hamburg  (Wilson) 

May  28  (L)  1  Pt.  Erie.  Ont.  ( Almendinger, Mitchell ) 
,T  7  (L)  1  Dunkirk  (Beardslee) 

,T  4  (L)  1  Buffalo  Harbor  (Mitchell) 

,T  25  (L)  L/jj  " 

April  15  Rw Horseshoe  Lake  (Pixley) 

May  lb>  (L)  Delaware  Pk.  Lake  (Mitchell  et  al) 
n  3  (L)  Tonawanda  Res.  ( Brockner ,Somerside ) 

Jan . 23  (P)  Grand  Is.  (Jameson) 

May  7  (L)  Holland  (Jameson,  Terrill) 

”  1  (P)  Foot  Sheridan  Drive  (Tilley) 

"  25  (F)  2  Shirks  ton,  Ont.  (Mrs.  Kelly, 

Mr s .  Mans  field) 


Somi-p.  Plover 


”  13 


Bl.  -bellied  Plover  TT  14 

Ruddy  Turnstone  ,T  14 

Wilson1 s  Snipe  April  7 
Hudeonian  Curlew  May  27 

also  3  ,T  28 

8  on  ,T  30 


( P )  0 .  0 .  ( Jack  son ,  He rnd on ,  Jamo so  n 

Schwenger) 

(p)  0.  0.  (King,  Prior,  Tilley) 

(F  Pt.  Erie,  Ont.  (Swifts) 

( P  7  Mud  Lake  (  B  r  o  ck  no  r ,  B  r  own ) 

(F)  20  Pt.  Erie,  Ont.  (Almendinger) 
Pt.  Abino,  Ont.  and 
at  Shirks ton,  Ont.  (Kelly) 


J 


Spotted  Sandpiper  April  23  ( F )  Hamburg  (Wilson? 
c  and  piper  May  6  (?)  oc  Cn  (Hcklers) 

eliowlegs  April  7  (?)  Holland  (Brockn 

4  Pt*  Abino,  Cut.  (Kelly  et  al ) 

0.  Oo  (Pixley) 

3  Oo  0 *  (King.  Prior,  Tilley) 

1  0,  Oe  (Savage,  Beardslee,  Mitchell) 
0.  Oo  (Pi.x3.ey) 

Shirks ton,  Onto 
0.  0.,  (Ecklers) 

Grand  Is.  Thom 
Punk  irk  (I  Ians  field, 


Knc  t  I. 

Vay 

28 

(F) 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

TT 

5 

( F) 

White-rumped  ” 

»T 

14 

(F) 

Least  Sandpiper 

1! 

2 

(F) 

Semi -palm*  " 

T! 

12 

( F) 

Sander. ling 

IT 

30 

(F) 

Black  -billed  Cuckoo 

TT 

7 

(F) 

Barn  Owl 

TT 

17 

(F) 

Nighthawk 

TT 

6 

Dunk 

TT 

13 

Buff 

Ruby-thr.  Hummingbird 

( May  13  (F 

Red-bell ied  ’Voodoo eke r  A 

p  ril 

.  3  L 

Yellow-b.  bapsucker  ].: 

tay 

27 

(I) 

Kingbird 

TT 

7 

(F) 

Crested  Flycatcher 

TT 

7 

(F) 

Yellow-bellied  " 

TT 

19 

(F) 

Alder  ,T 

IT 

19 

( F ) 

Least  ,T 

TT 

7 

(F) 

Cliff  Swallow 

TT 

7 

(F)  : 

Carolina  Viren 

TT 

12 

( F) 

Catbird 

Tf 

7 

(F) 

Wood  Thrush 

TT 

6  ( 

F) 

0 1  i  ve  -b  a  ck  Th  rush 

TT 

7 

Pt. 

Gray -cheeked  ,r 

TT 

12 

(F) 

Vecry 

TT 

6 

(F) 

Golden-cr*  Kinglet 

TT 

5 

-  BO 

TT 

12 

(L)  : 

(Kellys) 


Thicket  (Jameson) 
Tilley)  heard  only, 
not  seen 


Delaware  Park  (Madison) 

4  1 o  c  at i ons  ( Many  memb  e  r s ) 

4  Locations  ,T  TT 
Delaware  Park  (Beardslee) 

0.  0.  (Ecklers) 

Various  places  (Several  members) 
Holland  (Jameson,  Verrill) 

Forest  Lawn  (Beardslee) 

3  Locations  (various  members) 

Gowanda  (Beal)  Lincoln  Park  (Ulrichs) 
Abino,  Onto  (Hickman)  second  record 
Delaware  Park  ( Beardslee ) 

Line o In  Park  ( Wendl ing ) 

,  Goat  ISc  (Beardslee) 


Huby -or.  Kin gle  t 


April 

May- 


21 


£3  (L)  Shadi gee  (Pixley) 


Cedar  Wax wing 

Yellow- thr.  Vireo 

T| 

TT 

Blue -headed 

TT 

TT 

Red*»ey  od 

IT 

TT 

Philadelphia 

TT 

IT 

Black  &  White 

Warbler 

TT 

Pro th ono t ary 

T| 

TT 

Worm -eat ing 

IT 

T| 

Golden-winged 

TT 

IT 

Tennessee 

TT 

TT 

0  rang  e - c  r o  wn  e  d 

TT 

TT 

DM  Parula 

TT 

TT 

Magnolia 

IT 

TT 

Cap  May 

TT 

IT 

Bl.-thr.  Blue 

TT 

TT 

My ctle 

TT 

TT 

0  xrulo&n 

TT 

TT 

Blackburnian 

TT 

TT 

Che  stunt -sided 

IT 

TT 

B x .* -breasted 

IT 

IT 

28  Became  common,  few  reports  previously 
6  (F)  0.  Oo  (Bckler)  &  Gowanda  (Beal) 

6  ( ?)  3  locations  (Hart,  Wendling,  Mitchell) 
14  (?)  Holland  (Verrill) 

20  (?)  2,  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

2  ( F j  Grand  Is.  (Hickman,  Kelly,  Mansfield) 

8  (?)  0.  0.  (Ecklers) 

24  ( F )  0.  0.  (Dames)  (first  record  in  several 

y  c?  ax  o  / 

7  (?)  0.  0.  (Bcklers)  &  Batavia  (Pixley) 

12  (?)  Delaware  Park  (Beardslee  &  Gowanda(Beal 
14  (?)  Gowanda  (Beal) 

6  (?)  Derby  (Hitch all  et  al) 

7  (?)  Brocton  (Beardslee  et  al) 

7  (?)  Final  ay  Lake  ” 

Pt,  Abino,  Out.  (Hickman) 

6  (?)  Derby  (Mitchell  et  al) 

27  (I.i  Ecklers) 

G  (?)  0.  Oc  (Ecklers) 

7  (?)  3  locations,  10  members 

7  (?)  Findlay  Lake  (Beardslee  ot  al ) 

14  (?)  Cm.  Shore  Lake  Erie  (Swifts) 
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Earns s ) 


B 1  ack  r»oll  v»  arbl  5  r 

W„  1.1m.  ,T  j 

Ovenbird 

C  oniiQc t i cu  t  7/arb le  r 
Mourning  ” 

II.  Yollowthroat  ” 

Hooded  Vvarbler 
Wilson*  s  ” 

Canada  Warbler 
Redstart 

Orchard  Oriole 
Baltimore  Oriole 

Rusty  Blue!: bird 
Scarlet  Tanager 
Rose -b r .  Gro s b e ak 
Indigo  Bunting 
Evening  Grosbeak 
Common  Redpoll  1- 

Pine  Siskin 
HenslowTs  Sparrow 
Chipping  Sparrow  1 
Swamp  Sparrow  1, 

The  JULY  issue  will  feature  Resting  Records  -  Please  send  in  your 
records  to  Harold  in  Mitchell,  S78  Crescent  Avenue,  Buffalo,  IT*  Y. 
by  July  1st,  if  possible. 
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SPRING  BIEL  CENSUS  -  May  El,  _19S9 
Leader:  Tom  Kelly 

Weather  conditions: 


Rain  in  early  A.  M.  clearing  and  warm  by 
afternoon.  Warbler  migration  at  its  height 
( 31  species  observed).  Total  of  185  species 
exceeds  any  previous  census  taken  in  our 
territory  • 
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L e vent 

D 
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North  Ha 

If 

-  Clai 

E 

-  Bear  S 

wamp  to 

Ft. 

ITiagi 

ara 

&  Mil 

Robert  He 1 strom 


md  sons 


F  -  Niagara  River  Loop  -  James  Savage 

H  -  So.  .vales,  Emery  P  rk  &  Holland  -  Mabel  H.  James,  Mrs.  Madison, 

Miss  Prochnow,  Miss  Robson,  Miss  Stanley, 

Miss  Beardsell,  Mrs.  Pratt,  Roger  Pratt 
J  -  Canadian  Shore  L.  Erie  -  Tom  Kelly,  Rober  Cobb 
K  -  American  Shore  L.  Erie  -  S.  King,,  E.  Prior,  P,  Tilley 
L  -  Soar  Valley  -  Alfred  and  Howard  Wander 

M  -  Hamburg  to  Sandusky  &  Pike  -  Mr.  &  Mr.  J.  A.  Creighton,  R. Wilson 

-  Gov/and  a  &  vicinity  -  Clarence  Beal 

-  Letchworth  Park  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Ulrich 


IT 

0 


> 


P  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  Eastern  Half  -  H.  D.  Mitchell,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 

Beadle,  'Via.  Almendinger ,  Mr.  &  lira.  Emmons  from 


S 

T 

U 

V 

W 

Y 

aj. 


Geneva,  II.  Y .  Bred  Libble 


Jam j son,  Jr. 


Q  - 


Mathoryn  b  Eugenia  Praemassing,  Heather  Thorpe 
,avia  &  vie  -  Mrs.  Ora  Pixloy 
Lyndonville  -  TV.  a .  Smith 

Egberts vi lie  to  Clarence  -  Miss  Schv/onger,  Miss  Wend ling 
Lancaster  &  Cowles  villo  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Oliver  Swift 
Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  Western  Half  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  E.  Eckler 
Meath  erf i old ,  Wiscoy  -  E.  C.  Avery 

Long  -tfeach  to  Mohawk  Pt.  Out  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Goo.  C.  Eratzor 


In  the  following  list,  letters  refer 
*  ind ic -t e s  f i rst  r  e  co  rd  f  or . - 


«y  e 


Common  Loon  6  ( CLnU ) ,  Eomod  Grebe  1 
Gre  i  Blue  Heron  120,  Green  Heron  41 
Amor.  Bittern  46,  Least 
legged  &  Common  Black  Luck 


to  ab o v o  gr o up s  r e p o : 
jr  indicate 


year: 


‘ting 

Inuicetos  last  record  for 
(H),  /Pied -billed  Grebe  12, 

,  Blnck-cr.  Might  Heron  108, 
Bittern  8  (GUV),  Common  Mallard  17,  Hod- 
ack  67,  Baldpato  6  (PT)/,  Pintail  6  (PT)/,  Blue 
winged  To  ML  01,  Shoveller  2  (P),  Wood  Luck  1  (V),  Ring-necked  Luck  4/, 
C.nViSb.ck  1  (F)/,  Gre  tar  &  Lesser  bcauo  Lucks 


1^6 


,  Amor.  Goldon-eye 
bed-breasted  Merganser 

o 


11  ( ?  J  )f.  Old  Squaw  1  ( B),f?  Muddy  Luck  1(E)#, 

99 ,  Turkey  Vulture  20  (HSP7),  Sharp -shinned  Hawk  2  (03),  Cooper’s 
Hawk  4  (MEL),  He a -tailed  Hawk  14,  Red-shouldered  Hawk  22,  Hough¬ 
legged  Hawk  1  (L)#  by  far  the  latest  date  recorded  for  this  species, 
Marsh  Hawk  25,  Osprey  1  (P),  Luck  Hawk  1  (0),  Sparrow  Hawk  17, 

Huffed  Grouse  11  (MOH),  Bob-white  1  (o),  Hing-n.  Pheasant  138, 

King  Hail  2  (V),  Virginia  Hail  11  (CPV),  Sora  9  (BHPV),  Florida 

+  17  Semi-palm.  Plover  24  ( EJP ) ,  Killdee r . 258 , 

4  (J),  Ruddy  Turnstone  24  ( LJ )  ,  Woodcock  1  (j) 
Upland  Plover  7,  Spotted  Sandpiper  254,  Solitary 
Greater  Yellow-legs  6/,  Lesser  Yellow-legs  2  (FM)# 
2  ( EV )  if .  Baird’s  Sandoroer  1  (P)*.  Least  Sandpiper 


Gallinule  16,  Coot 
Bl. -bellied  Plover 
W i 1 s on 7 s  Snipe  10, 
Sandpiper  3  (Ei.IV), 
Pectoral  Sandpiper 


- —  X - XT -  »  —  -  - JT  ”  J-’  ’  —  .  —  ,  T  —  ’  x 

13,  Hed -backed  Sandpiper  15,  Semi-palm.  Sandpiper  15,  Herring  Gull 
121,  Ring-billed  Gull  108,  Bonaparte’s  Gull  139,  Forster’s  Tern  3  (F)*, 

/«  m  -  .  _  mm  mm  /  -  -  . - \  X  M  -r  f—  r~ 


A  .  J.  A  ^T— 1  V  -Jto  U.  ^  W  V'  W  ^  V  .  .  V  |  ~  w  —  —  —  —  X  -»•  / 

Common  Tern  840,  Black  Tam  15  (EFPV),  Rock  Love  47,  Mourning  Love  155 

tt  -i  i  t  rs  a  -n»-i  •»  r\  _  _  n  it  C  ■  . .  “1  /  T\  ^ 


Yellow-b*  Cuckoo 


Screech  Owl 


Woodpecker  2  (Q),  Red-headed  Woodpecker  18,  Yollow-b.  Sapsuckor  4 
(A  KM  T),  Hairy  Woodpecker  2  (OH),  Downy  Woodpecker  34,  Kingbird  218, 

Crested  Flycatcher  100,  Phoebe  117,  Yollow-b.  Flycatcher  6  (A  J / s 

**  /llnnr  ?lT?n,-g.nhf>r  20.  Least  Five at oh cr  107 


1' 


51 


Acadian  Flycatcher  5  (EJO)*,  Aid or 'Flycatcher  20\  Least  Flycatcho 
Wood  Pewee  76,  Oliver-sided  Flycatcher  3  (ABK),  prairie  Horned  L-w 
Tree  Swallow  120,  Bank  Swallow  724,  Hough -winged  Swallow  181,  Barn 
Swallow  248,  Cliff  Swallow  63  Purple  Martin  241,  Blue  Jay  36.  Crow  490 


Black-c.  Chickadee  70,  Tufted  Titmouse  2  (E).  Whi te-brf  Muthatch  14 
Red-br.  Muthatch  8  (ALE)/,  Brown  Creeper  5  (P),  House  Wren 

_  y  — .  \  r.f  r*  /  .  4>  t-  7  r  v,  r* 


1  r;  • 


91 


Cedar  »vaxwing  3 


rsh  iron 
Wood  Thrush 
Blueb Ird 
( N )  , 


80. 

Ill 


Winger  Wren  1  (E),  Prairie  Marsh  Wren  54,  Short -b »  * 

(CKPV),  Catbird  221,  Brown  Thrasher  6,  Hobiu  1080. 

Olive -b .  Thrush  86,  Gray-ch.  Thrush  9  (ALEO),  Veery 
Huby-cr.  Kinglet  13,  Amer.  Pipit  5  (CP)  ,  _  .  _  ^ _ 

Migrant  Shrike  2  (ITT),  Starling  1490.  Yellow-thr «  Vireo  Blue- 

headed  Vireo  9,  Hedged  Vireo  148,  Philadelphia  7i~eo  a  ( ME.T^q) 
Warbling  Vireo  34,  Black  &  White  Warbler  28,  Prothonotary  Waoler  5 

-  . .  (M)*  first  record  for  our 

territory . 


(PV) 


.oldon-w.  Warbler *8,  Brewster’s  Warbler 


2 


4 


),  Tennessee  Warbler  14,  Orange-cr.  Warbler  1  ( IT ) 


IT.  Parula  Warbler 


. > ; ' i  *vr ,  Wa i bier  5  v  IT 
11  a.l'j  V5. TVs  Ware  1  e r  43 

Magnolia  Warbler  217 ,  Cape  May  Warbler  20,  Bl.-thr. 
Myrtle  Warbler  80,  Bl.-thr *  Green  Warbler  1 


PQ. 

Warder  114,  Blackpoll  Warbler  48 ,  Pine 
5,  Ovenbird  99,  IT.  Water-thrush  35,  L 


17,  Yellow  V/arbler  661, 

Blue  Warbler  28 
Cerulean  Warbler  8 


n  ■ 


J?;  Blackburnian  Warbler  127,  Chestnut-sided  V/arbler  183,  Bay-br. 


cl. 


Warbler  1  ( 0 ) , 
Water-Thrush  7 


W.  Palm 
( CHMO ) 


V/arbler 


Mourning  Warbler  32,  IT.  Yellow- throat  144,  Hooded  Warbler  18. 

HIT  •  “1  _  .  ^  l—  1  «  •  .  -  _  _  *  7 


Warbler  25,  Canada  Warbler  89,  Redstart  274,  Eng.  Sparrow  493, 


Wilson : s 

Bobolink  281,  Meadowlark  285, 
Baltimore  Oriole  336,  Bronzed 


R 


edwing  1002,  Orchard 


Grackle  379,  Cowbird 


255 


Oriole  1  (X) 
Scarlet 


Tanager  143,  Cardinal  21,  Rose-br.  Grosbeak  65.  Indigo  Bunting  62, 
Purple  Finch  3  (MO)  Goldfinch  469,  Red- eyed  Towhoo  54,  Savannah 
Sparrow  89,  Grasshopper  Sparrow  45,  Henslow’s  Sparrow  15,  Vesper 
Sparrow  99,  Slate -colo  Junco  26,  Chipping  Sparrow  303,  Field  Sparrow 
99,  White-cr.  Sparrow  26 rf,  Wh. -throated  Sparrow  59,  Swamp  Sparrow  70, 
Song  Sparrow  671. 


Total  -  185  Species 

The  many  nests  located  will  bo  reported  in  July  issue. 


NOTES 

Up  to  May  31  there  were  236  species  reported  for  the  year  1939. 
In  May  212  species  were  observed,  74  being  new  for  the  year.  This 
comp^rus  with  203  in  l^wt  ye  .r,  with  64  new  for  the  yea  r. 

Our  total  for  1938  stood  at  227  species  on  May  31. 


The  statisticians  thunk  Ward  Klepfor  and  Robert  Mansfield  for  their 
great  assistance  in  compiling  the  records  and  Ed  Seeber  for  his  aid  in 
computing  the  spring  census  data. 

Mr.  George  Thorp  surprised  us  by  arriving  in  Buffalo  June  3  in  his 
own  aaroplan.  The  next  day  he  joined  Messrs.  Savage  and  Brockner  on  a 
trip  to  Long  Point,  Ont.  where  they  met  George  ITorth  of  Hamilton. 
Several  nests  of  Common  Tern  and  1  of  Piping  Plover  were  found  there. 
Prairie  Warblers  were  found  at  St.  William  and  Prothonotary  Warblers 
near  Turkey  Point. 

On  April  26,  Clark  Be^rdsloe  noted  Blue-headed  Vireo,  purple  Finch 
and  8  Pine  Siskin  ne^r  Malone ,  IT.  Yi  a  Myrtle  Warbler  at  Pt.  Henry 
and  on  April  27th,  22  Evening  Grosbeaks  at  Winthrop,  I  Tew  York 

The  Potter  Swamp  Census  of  the  Eaton  Bird  Club  was  attended  by 
Messrs*  Xing,  Prior  and  Tilley,  as  well  as  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells  and 
Mr.  ana  Mrs.  Elliott  of  the  BufiL  lo  Audubon  Society.  About  155 
species  in  all  wero  noted  on  the  census,  less  than  the  number  seen 
in  many  other  years.  Weather  conditions  were  not  as  favorable  as  had 
been  hoped  for. 

A  young  Screech  Owl  was  picked  up  alive  on  Lincoln  Parkway ,  Buffalo 
on  May  24  and  brought  to  Miss  Ruth  V/eierheiser  at  the  Museum,  where 
it  has  been  an  interesting  pet. 


5 


C-n  May  3  on  the  Tow  Path  at  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  Clair  Somerside 
saw  an  ’’all  green  specimen,  possibly  a  female  or  a  young  male  painted 
bunting  -  certainly  quite  as  described  by  Chapman  to  r  this  bird, 

Seen  in  good  light 0  Much  less  active  than  Warbler  -  not  erect  like 
flycatcher  -  toe  sme.ll  lid  even  colored  for  Vireo,  also  lots  clearer 
and  darker  green.,"  This  and  the  following  record  must  be  considered 
as  purely  hypothetical,  in  the  absence  of  specimens  or  other  confirms v 
utory  evidence®  On  June  3  about  1 /4  mile  beyond  the  Peace  Bridge  at 
Ft®  Erie,  Onto  Harold  Mitchell  saw  for  a  brief  moment  a  finch  like 
bird  with  bright  green  back,  light  yellowish  green  underparts,  and  a 
conical  shaped  bill  which  appeared  rather  good  size  and  lighter  in 
color  than  the  face  as  it  looked  toward  him.  It  disappe  ared  in  the 
bushes  and  could  not  be  located  again  that  day  nor  on  the  morning  of 
June  4  when  a  thorough  search  was  made  of  the  whole  neighborhood. 

The  bird  w.,.s  possibly  .  female  Painted  Bunting. 

On  May  BO  at  Long  Pt.  Ont.  E.  A.  Eamos  observed  1  Carolina  Wren, 

2  San  darling  and  1  Orch  rd  Oriole,  and  on  May  27-4  Orchard  Oriole 
just  beyond  pt.  Maitland,  Ont. 

On  June  10  Edw.  beeber  reported  a  male  Kentucky  Warbler  at  Toad 
Hollow  .long  the  small  crook  fbout  l/2  mile  east  of  Boy  Scout  Camp. 


MOTES 


Luring  the  latter  part  of  May,  the  Burroughs  Audubon  Mature  Club 
reported  Black-b9lliod  Plover,  Red  backed  Sandpiper,  Orange-cr. 
Brewsters,  and  Prairie  Warblers  and  Lincoln  Sparrow. 

PYMA TURIN 0  MEET IN G 


Twenty-five  people  from  Buffalo,  joined  with  other  groups  from 
adjoining  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  over  the  weekend  of  May  6  and  7  for 
the  annual  spring  meeting  at  the  Pymatuning  reservoir.  A  total  of 
95  attended  this  gathering. 

The  Buffalo  group  saw  Piping  Plover,  Caspian  Tern,  Mocking-bird  and 
Chestnut  sided  Warbler  on  May  6  at  Erie. 

Luring  both  days,  a  total  of  149  species 
of  them  at  the  reservoir  and  the  remainder 
lake- -shore  and  at  Erie, Pennsylvania®  Most  important  of  a! 
sight  of  a  Willet  on  May  7th  at  Pymatuning 


were  observed, 
on  the  route 


the 
al  on  a 

‘‘  1 


most 
the 
was  the 


MEETING  OP 


MAY  13 


At  this  mooting,  the  leader,  Tom  Kelly,  outlined  his  plans  and 
assigned  the  territories  for  our  annual  spring  census,-  ihe  results 
of  this  census  are  printed  in  detail  in  this  issue. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  membership  comr it tee  the  following 


memc ers  wer j  u w  ^  *0 * — - •<-  >  -  .  ,  ,, 

Roger  Cobb,  Dr.  Lee  Herndon,  Mrs.-.  Herbert  Hickman ,,  Mrs  a  nlishbeth 

prochnow,  Francis  Tilley  and  Everett  Jameson,  Jr.  _ 

Eric  Prior  was  accepted  into  the  organization  as  associ  to  memoer. 


elected  to  regular  memb  jrship,  Mrs.  Riehard  Madison 

_  _  -  —  -1  t  -r  t  •  1  


e 


jt 


MEETING  OF  MAY  27th 


At  this  masting,  the  last  of  our 
Winston  Brockiier  and  Ward  Klepfer , 
and  momhors  taken  on  various  field 


indoor  meetings  until  next  fall, 
showed  colored  movies  of  incidents 
trips. 


EDITOR'S  ROTE 


On  Thursday  evening  June  15,  T.  Kelly  and  Clark  Beardslee  mot  with 
the  property  owners  of  the  heronry  on  Grand  Island  to  discus  means 
for  the  control  of  the  black  crowned  night  herons  which  are  nesting 
in  their  wood  lot.  These  men  and  our  representatives  reached  an 
understanding  agreeable  to  both  parties.  Our  president  will  gladly 
give  information  to  any  one  who  desires  more  light  on  this  matter. 


FUTURE  EVERTS 


IvIEETIEG:  June  28th  -  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

meet  at  Administration  bBuilding  at  6:15  P.M. 

notices  for  summer  field  trips  will  appear 
in  the  July  issue i 


Editor  -  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York 
Treasurer  -  Miss  Bertha  K.  Schwenger,  526  Delaware  Ave.  ,  Buffalo,  IT.  Y. 
Business  Manager  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Ave.,  Buffalo,  II.  Y. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Honorary  President  -  James  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Buffalo,  R.  Y. 
President  -  Tom  M.  Kelly,  150  Parkwood  Ave.,  Kenmore,  IT.  Y. 

Vice-President  -  James  A.  Creighton,  397  Highland  Ave.,  Hamburg,  IT.Y. 
Treasurer  -  Mrs.  R.  D.  Madison,  218  Brantwood  Ed.,  Snyder,  IE Y. 

Recording  Secretary  -  W.  Vv.  Brockner,  175  Dutton  Ave.,  Buffalo,  IT.  Y. 
Corresponding  Secretary  -  Miss  E.  Prochnow,  940  Amherst  Street 
Statistioij.na:  Harold  D~  Mithhell  and  Clark  S.  Beardslee 
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THE  MONTH 


Precipitation  for  the  month  was  -1.07b  below  normal,  while  daily 
temperature  continued  above  normal, by  +1.3°. 

The  45  to  47  mi.  per  hr.  SW  to  W  wind  on  the  11th  and  12th  raised 
heavy  swells  which  washed  over  about  half  of  Gull  Islanc  ,  Ont.  and 
destroyed  at  least  600  or  more  nests  of  the  Common  Terns  breeding 
there.  Another  record  of  a  Glossy  Ibis  from  a  marsh  near  the 
Niagara  River  by  Lee  Herndon  is  especially  noteworthy. 


Glossy  Ibis 

June 

17 

Canada  Goose 

May 

23 

June 

4 

Pintail 

IT 

4 

TT 

18 

Green -winged  Tea 

1 

Ring-necked  Duck 

May 

27 

Bald  Eagle 

J  une 

3 

TT 

18 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

TT 

18 

L.  Yellowlegs 

TT 

18 

Knot 

TT 

4 

Least  Sandpiper 

TT 

3 

Semi -palm it  ed  TT 

TT 

18 

Laughing  Gull 

TT 

17 

Caspian  Tern 

TT 

4 

Black  Torn 

TT 

17 

TT 

22 

Yollow-B.  Cuckoo 

May 

20 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

1  Sheridan  Drive  Marsh  (Herndon) 

1  Shadigee  (Pixley) 

15  Lewiston  (j.  Morrison,  rep.  Avery) 

10  Batavia  (pixley) 

2  Mohawk  Island,  Ont.  (Mitchell  et  al ) 

Seen  at  0.0.  almost  continuously  thru- 
out  June,  and  doubtless  breeding  there. 

( Ecklers ) 

(L)  Crystal  Lake  (Brockner,  Brown) 

A  few  lesser  Scaups,  American  and  Red- 
breasted  Mergansers  reported  from  the 
Niagara  River  during  June. 

1  picked  up  dead  Mohawk  Pt.,  Ont. ( Verrill ) 
1  Imm*  Wilson  (Brockner,  Schwenger) 

(L)  2  Mohawk  Is.,  Ont.  (Mitchell  et  al ) 

CL)  2  ,f  " 

(L)  3  Rock  House  Pt.  Ont.  (Eames) 

( L )  Mohawk  P t .  Ont .  ( Ve  rr ill ) 

(L)  13  Mohawk  Is.  Ont.  (Mitchell  ot  al) 

(E)  1  Grand  Island  (Brockner,  Thorpe) 

1  Buffalo  Harbor  (Seeber) 

10  Grand  Island  (Brockner,  Thorpe) 

0.  0.  (Ecklers) 

(P)  2  Spring vi  11a  (Brockner,  Brown) 


t 


Miip-poor -will  Juno  4  (L)  Fort  Erie,  Out.  ( Almond inger ) 

Yellow-b.  b^psuoxor  Several  records  Juno  &  July  from  Pike, 

Eagle  &  Arcade  -  apparently  more  of  this 
spool  os  brooding  her  3  than  have 
ro ported  in  any  previous  year. 

Yellow-b. F ly 0 a t oh 0 r ,T  2  (L)  Angola  (Soobor) 

Aid or  Flycatcher  Hay  19  ( F )  Batavia  (Pinley) 

Wood  P  0  wo  g  "  19  ( F)  0.  0.  (Pixloy) 

Olive  -sided  Flycatcher  Hay  17  (F)  Forest  Lawn  (I  lit  oho  11) 

June  11  (L)  Morton’s  Corners  (Eamos) 

Philadelphia  Vireo  LI  ay  10  (F)  Delaware  P  ,rk  (Mitchell) 

Golden  ringed  Warbler  May  23  -  25  City  ‘Hospital  Grounds  (Brockner) 
Brewster’s  WArbler  June  11  Gowaiida  (Beal)  seen  us  1-nte  as 

”  29  by  Beal,  Seeber  and  Grotke.  Doubtless 

breeding  on  Indian  Reservation  at 
Gowanda  and  Versailles.  Both  Golden¬ 


winged  and  Blue -winged  Warblers  seen 
nearby. 

Yellow  Palm  Warbler  May  25  (F)  City  Hospital  Grounds  (Brockner) 
Hentucky  warbler  June  10  (F)  Toad  Hollow  E.  of  Bisson  Hywy .(  Seeber ) 
Lincoln’s  Sparrow  ”  24  (F)  2  Pairs  Wainfleet  Marsh,  males  in  song, 

must  be  breeding,  but  no  actual  nest 
located  ( Almond inger ,  Mitchell , Zenkert ) 


1TES  T I  IT  G  RE  C  ORJDS 

Legend  -  -  Y-Young,  H-ITest,'  E^Egg,  OQ-Oak  Orchard  Swamp 
YQ -Young  out  of  nest  Y1T  Young  in  nest 


Pied-billed  Grebe:  May  28  II  5E  00  (Eckler) 

May  30  IT  7E  00  (Eckler) 

June  3  2Y  June  17  7Y  Wickwire  Marsh  (Herndon) 

Gt.  Blue  Heron:  April  15  III  00  ( Eckler s) 

April  29  III  5E,  5IT  3E  each  00  (Ecklers) 

May  27  YIT  00  (Ecklers) 

Green  Heron:  May  21  IT5E,  June  3  5E  Sheridan  Marsh  (Herndon) 

May  21  IT  6E,  June  3  5Y 

May  21  IT  IE,  June  3  5E  " 

May  21  IT  5E,  June  3  4E  1Y  ,f  ” 

Bl. -Crowned  ITt.  Heron  April  16  300  at  IT.  Grand  Island  (Savage) 

May  21  500  4-,  IT  &  E,  hJi  grown  YIT  (Herndon)  Gr.Is. 

July  12  still  E  in  a  few  IT  &  Y  in  all  stages  of 

growth 


American  Bittern: 


Least  Bittern: 


May  21  IT  5E,  June  3  4E  1Y,  Sheridan  Marsh  (Herndon) 
May  27  IT  3E  00  (Ecklers) 

May  30  IT  3E  00  (Ecklers) 

June  3  IT  5E,  June  17  3Y  Wickwire  Marsh  (Herndon) 
June  17  IT  5Y  Wickwire  Marsh  (Herndon) 

June  23  4Y1T,  June  24  4Y0  00  (Ecklers) 

May  30  IT  IE  00  (Ecklers) 

June  3  IT  5E,  June  17  2E  Wickwire  Marsh  (Herndon) 
June  3  IT  4E  Wickwire  Marsh  (Herndon) 

June  17  5  IT ,  ( 3JNT  3E  each,  1IT  4E,  1IT  2E  3Y ) 

Wickwire  Marsh  (Herndon) 


2 


t 


w 


I 


Common  Black  Buck: May 


Mallard 

Blue-w. 


Buck 

Teal 


Wood  Buck: 

Sharp -sh inned  Hawk : April 


:  May 

21 

H 

10E 

,  Sheridan 

.  Marsh 

( Herndon ) 

May 

24 

TT 

7E 

00  (Mad is 

on) 

ti 

28 

8Y0 

00  ( Eckle 

rs ) 

J  une 

iv, 

19, 

24  YO  00 

( Ecklers ) 

*? 

18, 

19 

9  Half-gr 

own  Y 

Pt.  Maitland 

May 

14 

N 

Holland  H 

Y 

(Verrill) 

'1 

19 

IT 

11E 

00 

( Ecklers ) 

11 

21 

N 

11E 

00 

( Mitchell ) 

il 

24 

N 

7E 

00 

( Mad  i  s  on ) 

»? 

28 

N 

10E 

00 

(Ecklers) 

U 

30 

H 

11E 

,  June  11 

hatch i 

ng  00  (Eckle 

J  une 

15 

N 

11E 

00 

( Ecklers ) 

IT 

15 

12  YH 

00 

( Ecklers) 

et  al) 


Cooper’s  Hawk  I  .ay 

Red-tailod  Hawk  April 


16  111 
21  IN 
7  H  2E 


E.  Aurora 

Sandusky 

Holland 


(Wild) 

( Creighton-Wilson ) 


IT 

9  IN 

lyndonville 

(W.A.  &  G.M.  Smith) 

Tl 

23  HI 

TT 

TT 

May 

7  HI 

Grand  Island 

(Jameson,  Bibble) 

it 

7  2  handed  at  Holland 

BY  (Verrill,  Jameson) 

IT 

10  2YE  Grand  Island 

(Jameson,  Banforth) 

J  une 

24  1Y0 

00 

( Ecklers ) 

Hed-sh  oulaered 

Haw,:  Ap 

ril  15  HI 

00 

( Ecklers ) 

April 

16  B  4E 

00 

( Ecklers ) 

May 

21  HI 

Sandusky 

(Creighton,  Wilson) 

TT 

22  2 YU 

Hamburg 

( Wilson) 

Marsh  Hawk 

Apri  1 

20  B  2E 

Grand  Island 

(Belly) 

May 

12  B  4S 

May  19  5E  Batavia  ( Pixley  i 

TT 

17  B  2E 

Grand  Island 

(Jameson,  Banforth) 

TT 

21  II  5E 

00 

(Jameson,  Bibble) 

J  uly 

2  B  3E, 

East  Concord 

Bog  (James) 

Pigeon  Hawk 

Juno 

25  IB 

Scottsvi lie 

( Pixley ) 

Sparrow  Hawk : 

April 

7  B  2E 

I’arker  Ave 

( Jameson) 

TT 

7  B  2E 

Boling  Ed 

( Jameson) 

TT 

7  IB 

Bensington  Av 
Lore tta  Av. , 

. ( Jameson ) 

IT 

10  B  4E 

Lincoln  Park 

Huffed  Grouse 


May 

July 

Juno 


7 

9 

6 


May  19  4YH  (Jameson) 

Nesting  Box  IE,  May  10  4E  Parker  Av.(  Jameson) 
Tonawanua  (Jameson) 

all  about  1  day  old,  Soar  Valley ( Verrill ) 


4Y0 

12Y 


T| 

11 

2  broods  Y  Gowanda 

(Beal) 

Hing-n.  Pheasant 

Hay 

5 

B  17E 

Grand  Island 

(0.  S.  Be 

»T 

30 

N 

00 

( Ecklers ) 

Virginia  Hail 

IT 

30 

B  8E , 

June  HI  YO  00 

i  (Ecklers 

June 

14 

Bewly 

hatched  Y  00 

( Ecklers ) 

TT 

15 

YO 

00 

( Ecklers ) 

Sora  Hail 

May 

13 

B  6E 

00 

( Ecklers ) 

:? 

29 

B  5E, 

1YN  aYO  00 

( Ecklers ) 

June 

14 

YO 

00 

( Eames 

TT 

15 

YO 

00  - 

( Ecklers ) 

i'loridanuall  inula : 


M 

IT 

II 

If 

If 

If 

II 


J> 

3 

5 

3 

15 

17 


3  2N  7E  each,  IN  9E  hatching,  Sheridan  A&rsh 

( Herndon) 

H  “ickwire  8  warn  p  ( Herndon) 

8-^,  June  17  B  empty  Hckwire  bwamp  (Herndon) 
9E,  June  17  N  empty  1Y 
HE,  June  17  H  empty 

QO  lEcklers) 

Wickwire  Sv/amp  (Herndon) 


li 
N 
N 
YO 
N  8 


it 

it 


it 


TT 


IT 

If 


3 


Coot: 

May 

28 

H  HE 

00 

( Ecklers ) 

it 

30 

II  11E 

00 

( Eoklers ) 

June 

15 

17  YO 

00 

( Ecklers ) 

Killdeor:  April 

15 

II  3E 

Lyndonville 

(W.A.  &  G.M.  Smith) 

TT 

22 

II  4E, 

May  8  4E,  May  : 

12  hatched  and  all  out  of 

nest  00 

( Ecklers ) 

tt 

29 

11  IE 

00 

(Ecklers) 

May 

13 

YO 

00 

( Ecklers) 

tt 

21 

11  IE 

3Y0  Holland 

■  ( James ) 

June 

1 

11  4E 

S.  xxurora 

( Stanley ) 

Tt 

4 

11  42 

Lewiston 

( Ave ry ) 

IT 

19 

II  4E 

00 

( Eckl  rs ) 

Wilson’s  Snipe: 

May 

29 

11  4E 

00 

( Ecklers ) 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

►  it 

30 

11  4E 

Shirks ton, Out 

. (Kellys ) 

June 

24 

YO 

00 

( Ecklers ) 

Common  Torn: 

Tt 

18 

150011 

1  6E,  Y  in  all 

stages,  Mohawk  Island, 

Ont.  (Mitchell) 

Mourning  Dove: 

May 

14 

HI 

Buffalo 

( Thorpe ) 

Tt 

15 

HI 

Orchard  Park 

( Holstrom ) 

tt 

20 

11  2E 

Ft.  Erie, Out. 

( Beardslee ) 

tt 

21 

tt  n  t-i 
i\  i-ili  , 

June  3  IE  1Y  Sheridan  Marsh  (Herndon) 

tt 

21 

TT  OP 

tt 

tt 

50 

11  2E, 

June  17  Y  half 

grown;  June  29  YO  00 

( Ecklers ) 

June 

3 

11  2E 

Grand  Island 

( Herndon) 

Tt 

16 

20  2Y0  00 

( Ecklers ) 

tt 

17 

11  2Y 

Grand  Island 

(Brocknor,  Thorpe) 

Screech  Owl; 

April  2' 

7  HI  2E  Lyndonville 

( .  A  •  &  G  •  M  •  Sm  i  th  ) 

May 

24 

YO 

Buffalo 

( Weierhausar ) 

June 

15 

4Y0 

Buffalo 

( Eames ) 

Great  Horned  Owl 

April  7 

HI 

Holland ,  11.  Y. 

(Terrill ) 

May 

7 

11  &  Y 

tt 

(Verrill,  Jameson) 

Barred  Owl: 

April  9 

II  2S, 

April  30  IE  pipped,  May  1  1Y  &  IE 

pipped,  May  6 

2Y ,  June  3  2Y0  00(Eckler 

May 

27 

YH 

00 

( Ecklers ) 

Long-oar od  Owl 

June 

24 

3Y 

Java  Center 

( Eames ) 

Belted  Kingfi slier  ?T 

10 

II 

00 

( Ecklers ) 

it 

19 

11 

00 

( Ecklers ) 

Flicker 

May 

13 

HI 

Holland 

( Helstrom ) 

Tt 

14 

HI 

Buffalo 

( Thorpe ) 

Downy  Woodpecker 

June 

19 

YH,  June  24  YO  00 

( Ecklers ) 

Kingbird : 

tt 

16 

HI,  J 

une  24,  4E  00 

( Ecklers ) 

Tt 

22 

11  2Y 

,  E.  Aurora 

( Stanley ) 

Crested  Flycatche 

riiay 

25 

HI,  M 

ay  31  IE,  June 

1  2E,  June  2  3E, 

June  24  4Y  00 

( Ecklers ) 

Phoebe : 

April  30  II  ju 

st  completed,  May  6  3E,  May  12  4E, 

May 

26  4Y,  June  11 

YO  00  (Ecklers) 

May 

6 

HI 

00 

( Ecklers ) 

tt 

27 

11  5E 

00 

( Ecnlers ) 

tt 

29 

5Y1I 

00 

( Ecklers ) 

June 

20 

YH 

00 

( Ecklers ) 

Alder  Flycatcher 

tt 

25 

II  4E 

00 

frEcklers ) 

Prairie  Horned  Lark  April  4  II  3E,  April  17  3Y  Otis  Field  (Brockner) 

Tree  Swallow  April  22  III  00  (Ecklers) 

rt  30  Building  nests#!,  Z ,  3. 

#1  May  5  5E,  June  3  5Y,  Juno  17  YO 

#2  May  5  7E,  Juno  3  7Y,  Juno  21  YO 

#3  May  5  4E,  Juno  3  4Y,  Juno  18  YO  00  (Ecklers 

May  25  II  6E  00  (Ecklers) 

"  27  N  5E,  II  4E  00  ( Ecklers ) 

4 


Bank  Swallow: 


Huy 

ft 

t! 

ft 


16  3011 

20  4 IT 

21  1511 
27  10  IT 


Brockton 

00 

South  Wales 
00 
00 


(Mtcholl) 

( Ecxlsrs ) 

( James ) 

( Lcklors ) 

( Ecklsrs ) 

00 


May 

26 

IT  5E , 

June  11  5Y, 

June  26  YO 

n 

27 

IT  5E 

00 

( Ecklers ) 

Bam  Swallow 

IT 

20 

,  24  2 

o 

o 

( Ecklers ) 

t! 

27 

2  IT 

00 

( Ecklers ) 

June 

24 

2Y1T 

00 

( Eoklers ) 

t? 

20 

2Y1T 

00 

( Ecklers  ) 

4 

IT  2E, 

J  une  10  4E , 

June  22  2Y , 

00  ( 

Cliff  Swallow 

May 

21 

1511 

South  Wales 

( James ) 

ft 

27 

7 IT, 

00 

( Ecklers ) 

June 

6 

1611 

boar  Valley 

( Verr ill ) 

ft 

24 

7  IT 

Springville 

( Bro  ekner 

June 

26 

Y1T 

00 

( Ecklers ) 

Purple  Martin 

May 

3  : 

LIT 

Buffalo 

( Thorpe ) 

( Ecklers ) 


June  24  4Y 


Nesting  Records  continued  in  August  issue.  Please  send  additional 
nesting  records  to  Harold  D*  Mitchell,  370  Crescent  Ave.,  Buffalo , IT. Y. 

NOTES' 


During  June  135  species  wore  reported,  3  of  these  being  now  for  the 
year. 


4  *od-br.  Merganser,  21  L.  Scaup  and  2  Baldpatos  on  June  25,  when  . 
Black -bellied  Plover  still  lingered  at  Dopew  St. 

From  the  Rochester  area  for  the  month  of  ‘June  come  late  records  of 
Common  Loon,  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  Least  Sandpiper,  and  Nashville 
Warbler,  and  a  spring  record  of  an  American  Egrette  at  Hilton,  IT.  Y. 

For  the  month  from  April  15  to  May  15,  The  Bulletin  ofTTlTew  England 
Bird  Life"  reports  a  little  Blue  Heron,  extraordinary  numbers  of 
Pigeon  Hawks,  Ruby  and  Golden -crowned  Ringlets  in  vary  large  numbers, 
numbers  of  Snow  Geese,  and  a  Gambol’s  Sparrow. 


FUTURE  EVENTS 


FIELD  TRIPS : 


Uotice  of  meetings  in  the  August  issuo 


C anad i ^n  Sh  o  re , 


July  30  -  E.  C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Ave 
PA-8896  Buffalo,  IT.Y. 

Meet  at  Busti  Ave.  ontrance  to  Peace 
Bridge  7:00  A.  11. 

August  20  -  7:00  A.M. 

Moet  at  Busti  Ave.  entrance  to  Peace 
Bridge  -  Leader:  C.  S.  Beardslea,  RI-4818 

Editor  -  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Ave.,  Buffalo,  How  York 
Treasurer  -  Miss  Bertha  E.  Schwenger,  526  Delaware  Ave.,  Buffalo,  IT.  Y. 
Business  Manager  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Ave.,  Buffalo,  IT.  Y. 


Hamilton,  Ont 
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THE  HOETH 


July  temperatures  averaged.  0.7  degrees  above  normal,  and  precipita¬ 
tion  was  1.5  degrees  below  normal,  with  more  clear  days  than  usual  for 
the  month.  There  were  no  high  winds.  The  southward  movement  of 
shore  birds  v/as  about  normal  as  to  numbers  and  arrival  dates.  There 
were,  however,  more  records  of  Dowitchers  than  in  other  recent  years. 
The  outstanding  record  for  the  month  was  a  bilson’s  Phalorope  observed 
at  Long  Beach,  Out.  on  the  29th. 


ITOTS. .OH THY  RECCE  Lb 

Abbreviations:  00  -  Oaf  Orchard  Swamp  (F)  first  migrant 

(L)  Last  migrant 


Loon  July 

Do  ub  la  C  r .  Co  rr;  or  edit 
Gr  o  c  n - w i ng  e  d  Teal 
Rodh  oad 

Gr.  bcaup  Duck 
Cooper’s  Hawk 


Broad -winged  Hawk 
Bald  Eagle 
Pigeon  Hawk 
European  Partridge 

b em i -p aim  mt  3  d  Plover 

Bl.  Ball.  Plover 
Ruddy  Turns t ono 
Hudsoni m  Curlew 


Solitary  Sandpiper 


19  Cassadaga  Lake,  Winter  Plumage  (Bourne) 

July  lb  (L)  E.  ivb  end  G.  Is .( Bourne ) 
kany  July  dates  0  0  (Ecklers) 

July  9  &  19  00  Ecklers 

6  1  Drake  Ui&gara  Palls  ( Hitch oil) 

24  dropped  Eng.  Sparrow  when  attacked  by 
Purple  Martin  Gowanda  (Beal) 

1-20  been  regularly  fit  00  (Ecklers) 

16-1  inn .  Vo r s - i lie  s  ( Beal ,  Bro ckno r , Brown ) 
14  1  Orch  :.rd  P  >.rk  (  Bourne  ) 

(data  not  noted)  2  East  Eli:  a.  Burn: an ,  Bodger 

r op •  by  b inn  ons ) 

July  24  (F)  Pt.  Colboriij,  Ont .  Savage) 

Sharks ton,  Out.  (Holly) 

19  (p)  Rock  House  pt. ,  Ont.  (Lames) 

24  (P)  Pt.  Colborne  (Savage) 

18  (F)  1  1'Ioha.wk  Pt.  Ont.  (A.  Ulrich) 

29  4  Long  Beach ,  Ont.  (Bounce) 

29  (!')  Forest  Lawn  (Hitch ell) 


Hoy 

T..T  -  ITT 

11 -V 


« 


Greater  Yell  owl egs 

July  2 

Yellow legs 

7 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

12 

tdi-rur;  p ed  b andp ipo r 

50 

Ba  ira ’  s  b  an  dp  iper 

15 

24 

Lo  ,st  Sandpiper 

13 

Lowitcher 

19 

23 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

29 

Semi -palm.  Sandpiper 

15 

Sander ling 

24 

Wilson’s  Phalorope 

29 

Caspian  Tern 

12 

Black  Tern 

15 

Long- eared  Owl 

15 

Migrant  Shrike 

June 

26 

Pro thonotary  Warbler 

July 

15 

Pine  Warbler 

15 

Bobolink 

30 

&  5  (?)  00 ( Ecklors ) 

(?)  00  Ecklors 
( Pt.  Abino  (Jameson) 

( ?^  Long  Beach,  Ont.  (Bourne) 

(?)  Long  Bo^eh,  Ont.  ( Bourno ) 

8  Pt.  Colborno  ( Savage ) 

(?)  00  (Ecklors) 

(?)  1  Rockhouso  Pt.  Out.  (Eames) 

1*3  Pt.  Erie,  Ont.  (Brockner,  Bro wn) 

3  Long  Beach,  Ont.  (Bourne) 

(?)  Long  Beach,  Ont.  (Bourne) 

(?)  3  Pt.  Colborne  (Savage) 

(?)  Long  Beach,  Ont.  (Bourne) 

The  first  record  for  our  territory 


m 


many  years. 

(?)  1  Pt.  Abino,  Ont.  (jameson) 

( ? )  10  Long  Be ach , Ont .  ( Bourne ) 

00  ( Ecklers ) 

2  Y  killed  by  sutos  picked  up  on  Highway 
near  Hamburg  (Bourne) 

(L)  00  Ecklers 

2  Lot chworth  Park  (Brockner,  Brown) 
over  100  Rockhouse  Pt.  Ont.  (Ulrich  at  al) 


ESTIDG 


RECORDS 


LEGEDL : 


Y -Young,  IT-lTest,  E-Egg,  OO-Oak  Orchard  Swamp , 
YO-Young  out  of  nest,  YD-Young  in  nest. 


Blue  Jay 

May 

Crow 

Apri  1 

White-br.  Dutchatch 

May 

June 

April 

House  Wren  ITE 

May 

YD 

June 

YO 

J  une 

YIT 

Prairie  Marsh  Wren 

May 

Short -b.  ”  ’’ 

July 

Catbird 

June 

Ro  bi  n 

May 

April 

13  IT  &  E,  00  (Jameson) 

14  DIE  Pt.  abino,  Ont.  (Jameson) 

15  IT5E,  May  15  IT5Y ,  May  25  IT  empty  00  (Eckler) 
30  IT  7E ,  Grand  Is.  (kelly) 

21  IT  5Y,  1  Cowbird  E,  Grand  Island  Heronry 

( Herndon) 

18  ID  4E  Mohawk  Pt.  (Mitchell) 

22  ID  00  (Ecklers) 

15  to  June  17  00  (Ecklers) 

16  00  (Eckler)  to  June  25  Indian  Falls 

(Grotke,  beeber) 

26  Toia  wanda  (Fischer) 

25  00  (Ecklers) 

28  &  50  IT,  00  (Ecklers) 

3  &  8  IT  00  (Ecklers) 

26  IT  00  (Ecklers) 

24  D  2E  Grand  Island  (kellys) 

17  IT  2E  Wanakah  (Moore)  ITS  up  to  June  22 
IT  3E  00  (Ecklers) 


YD  from 

YO  from 

boo d  Thrush 


May  21  (Cobb,  kelly )and  Sheridan  Marsh  IT  4Y 
(Herndon  et  al)  up  to  July  9  H4Y  Elm a 

(Stanley) 

May  28  00  Ecklers) 

9  Heard  Singing  May  25  found  IT,  6  ft.  up  m 
Red  Osier,  decorated  with  long  piece  of 
Cellophane „  May  26  1  E,  May  ^0  4E, 

June  12  4 Y IT ,  June  16  feathers  begin  to 
appear,  June  21  1  Y  kept  flying  out  of  IT, 
June  23,  IT  empty  YO  nearby.  Hamburg 
0  (H.  Creighton) 


■ 

. 


\ 


131ua'oird 


1-ay 

May 

June 

*Juno 


12 

21 

3 

27 


U  built,  Hay  21  4E,  Juno 


22 


YO ' 


4Y1I,  June 

211  Holland  (Jar;)  os  ot  al ) 

4Y  also  11  5E,  Grand  Is.  (Herndon) 

00  selected  II  formerly  occupied  by  Tree 
Swallow  for  2nd  brood  July  8  II  3E( Ecklers) 


Hi grant  Shrike 
Starling 


Yellow-thr.  Viroo 


Red-eyed  Vireo 
Prot ho notary  Warbler 


2 

8 

19 


II 

II 


‘same  pair 


4E,  Sturgeon  Pt .  (Boardslee  at  al) 

5S  to  May  16  II  4E  E.  Aurora  (Kelstrom) 
II  Sc  Y  Findlay  Luka  (Boardslee  at  al)  to 
Huy  28  YU,  00  (Ecklors) 


24  &  Juno  0  building  II  00  (Ecklors) 


Jun 


May 


2- 
14 
18 
25 
2  2 


27 


Bird  on  II  00  (Eamos) 
II  00  (Ecklers) 

II  4Y  Holland  (James) 
26  building  II,  May  28 


J  une 
June 


11 


15  6  Y  June  25 


IE,  June  2 
dead  in  II. 


6E, 


2E 


26  5  YO , 
June  17 


1  dead  00  (Ecklers) 


6  YU.  June 


June27 

25 


II  4E 
II  41 


00  (Eckler) 
July  1  BY  II, 


24  II  empty  00 
( Ecklers ) 


00 


Blue -winged  Warbler 
Yellow  warbler 


(Ecklers,  Grotxte, 
Seeber ) 

30  6  Y 0,  Go wanda  (Beal,  Brotke,  Seeber) 

May  16  19  building  II,  May  21  IE,  May  26  4E, 

June  4  3Y,1E,  June  15  II  empty  00 (Ecklers) 
May  26  II  2E,  May  ol  5E,  June  7  2E,  2Y , 

June  8  4Y,  June  16  Y  uead  in  II,  Hamburg 
shore  (II.  Creighton) 

21  311  Canadian/L.Erie  (Cobb,  Holly) 

Many  HE  up  to  June  18  Batavia  (Pixley) 

&  Buffalo  (Mitchell) 

Y1I  from  Juno  4  to  July  5,  Snyder ( Herndon) 
June  11  building  IJ  June  1  o  -  2E,  June  16  4E, 

Y II  Snyder  (He  m  d  on ) 

YO  June  29  &  later 


Chestnut-sided  Warbler July  9  U  4Y ,  Versailles  (Baal) 


Mourning  Warbler  11  II 

Louisiana  Water  Thrush  June  3  TT 
II.  Yellow- throat 
Redstart 


Hi  Hi  , 


1  Cowbird's  S,  Batavia  ( Pixley) 


July 
May 
J  une 
June 


English  Sparrow 

Bobolink 

Red  Wing 


71 

T..T 

J-»  ♦ 


June 


May 

June 


4Y  Hampton  Brook  (Bourne) 

YU  Versailles  (Beal) 

111  Silver  Bay,  Out.  (James  et  al) 

II  2E,  2Y ,  1  Cowbird  Y  Batavia  (Pixley) 

I  00  (Ecklors) 

3B,  Batavia  (Pixley) 

26  YU,  June  29  YO,  00  (Ecklers) 

18  6  YU,  June  21  YO  00  (Ecklars) 

II  3E  E.  Aurora  (Hel strom) 

H  2E,  May  28  U2E  Ft.  Erie,  Out .(  Cobb  , Holly  ) 
211  4E  each,  II  3E,  II  2E,  Sheridan  Marsh 
(Herndon  et  al ) 

each,  II  4E ,  II  3E,  II  IE  ,T  (Herndon) 
each  II  3Yr  Y/iekwire  Marsh  (Herndon) 


9 

23 

4 

17 

18 


16 

21 

21 


M  oadowl  d  rk 


3 

3 

17 

27 

O  O 

Hi  H* 
22 


311  4Y 
4Y 


2 II 


II  2E ,  II  3E ,  II  2E  Sc 


May 


29 


II  4E , 

pi 


24  II  3Y  T’  (Herndon  et. 
June  17  YO  00  (Ecklers) 


2  HE, 

II  2E ,  3Y ;  June  25  U  3Y  00  (Ecklers) 
II  4E  00  (Ecklers) 


•  l »  . 


1’ alt  in:  ore  Oriole 


Bronzed  Crackle 


Cowoi  rd : 

Scarlet  Tanager 

Cardinal 

Rose -br .  Gro sbeak 
Indigo  Banting 

Goldfinch 
S  a  v  aim  ah  Sp^rro  w 

Vesper  Sparrow 


Chipping  Sparrow 


Song  Sparrow 


May  2 5  IT  E. Aurora  ( Stanley ) 
June  2  IT  Kllioott  Cr. 

Is, 

June 


O  ~':'r 


May 


J  une 


9 

19  & 
21  IT 
21  IT 


Beaver 


P.1: 


•P  9 


ih 


Is.  Pt.  (Herndon) 

,  Grand  Is,  (Herndon) 
9  YO  00  (Ecklers) 


BE.  June  S  BY  Sheridan  Marsh  (Herndon) 


II 


June  B  3; 


(IT  fully  L  ft 
( Herndon ) 

B  IT  IE  Sheridan  Marsh  (Herndon) 
20  YO,  00  ( Sellers) 

See  notes  under  other  species 


in  Ht .  ) 


May  29  IT  1 


June 

June 

June 


July 

May 

June 

May 

July 

May 

July 

June 

July 

June 


11 

24 

25 

11 

18 


IT 

Y 


A  r> 


June  *-£  4E ,  June  11  4B, 
eggs  gone  00  (Sellers) 
Gowanaa  ( Beal ) 


June  17  1Y  IT 


7T 

A« 

7.T 

u 


left  IT  Batavia  (Lambert  rep.  Pixley) 


A 


tf 


IE  Seottsville  (Pixley) 

4E,  Gowanda  ( Beal ) 

4Y,  1  Cowbird  Y  Batavia  (Pixley) 
oO  IT  E. Aurora  (Stanley) 

28  IT  5E,  May  BO  5  YIT,  June  9  YO  00  (Ecklers) 
4  IT  4E ,  June  19  4  YIT,  Juno  26  YO  00 
9  IT  4E,  B.  Aurora  (Janies) 

21  IT  4E  Holland  (Janies  et  al ) 

9  IT  33,  ITiagara  Palls  Blvd .  (Jameson) 

28  IT  IE,  Holland  (Verrill) 

31  IT  IE  E.  Aurora  (Stanley) 

21  IT  BY  * 

17  IT  2Y 
2B  &  later  YO 

up  to 
rdsleo ) 
r  records 
4  E. 


T7' 

-a  • 


Aurora  (Stanley) 
Aurora  (Stanley) 


May 

7 

TJ 

3Ef 

00 

( 

P  nV  1 
AJ  oxi.  JL 

a** 

•  J  A 

s ) 

and 

many 

HE, 

-r 

J 
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0 

11, 

TT 

X* 

4E 

Menmore 
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00 

( Eckio 
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?T 
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publication  in  the  September  Prothonot ary 

ROTES 


T  7  Q  '  V' 


Per  the  month  of  July  141  species  wore  recorded,  with  5  new  for  the 
This  compares  with  140  speeijs  observed  in  July,  19B8  with  7 
new  for  the  ye  „r . 

Thomas  L.  Bourne  reports  a  colony  of  Black  Terns  at  Hartstown,  Pa. 
on  June  23,  and  on  the  same  day  a  pair  of  Gadwall  at  Linesville,  Pa. 
also  on  July  5  a  Mockingbird  at  Jamestown,  IT.  Y.  Mr.  Bourne  has 
learned  of  a  purported  record  of  a  Hood  Ibis  last  year  on  the  Genesee 
River  between  Fillmore  and  Houghton,  IT.  Y.  by  Mr.  Douglas  of 
Houghton  College,  and  is  endeavoring  to  obtain  further  information 
thereon. 

On  July  2B  Clarence  M.  Beal  and  Mrs.  Gladys  Fry  visited  Presque  Isle, 
Erie,  Pa.  and  observed  among  other  things  10  species  of  Shore  birds 
including  6  Piping  Plover,  1  Hudsonian  Curlew,  10  Greater  and  1  Lesser 
Yellowlogs,  and  25  Sanderling.  Mrs.  Fry  conducted  bird  walks  at 
Chautauqua  this  summer,  and  she  also  conducts  bird  walks  in 
under  the  auspices  of  the  American  Museum  of  natural  History. 


Row  York 


4 


>' 


‘ 


■ 

i  •  , 


. 


*  . ..  ;*  .  • . 


Jj  •  . 


■ 


A  . 


&ii  American  Egret 


e.^rly  August  by  Jos  *  Had  icon 


so -3i*  on  the  E =,  Marsh  at  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  ii 


tv 


rom  one  to  A  Egrets  were  seen  along 


the  Allegany  River  between  Salamanca  and  Red  House  between  Aug ,  9  and 
lb  by  Lrs  T»  LA  Eelly.  An  Egret  was  also  observed  at  Hamilton,  Gut. 
on  August  la,  by  Gee.  Earth. 

Goo.  Uorth  also  reports  a  Brunnich’s  Murre  at  Burlington,  Ont« 
also  Franklin's  Gull  at  Hamilton  on  Aug.  1^. 


Mr r  Beardslee  will  give  a  course  of  ten  lectures  on  Watarbirds  in 
the  Roosevelt  room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Sciences  with  the  first 
meeting  on  Thursday  October  5th  at  7:45  P.M. 


Observers  from  the  Rochester  area  report 
Hudsonian  Cur  lev;,.  Do  Witchers,  band  jr lings 
from  the  Ontario  shore  near  Hilton* 


for  the  wo  ok  of  -  July  28, 
and  a  Wilson  phal arope 


FUTURE  E\U 


Monday , 


Further 


Ho v ember  13th  has  been  set  for  the  tenth 

anniversary  banquet  of  the 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society, 
announcements  will  follow. 


MEETINGS : 

September  13  -  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Meet  at  Administration  Building  at  6:15  PM 
H3  There  will  be  an  important  meeting  of 
the  10th  Anniversary  committee  follow- 
ing  this  meeting. 

September  27  -  Will  bo  announced  at  Sept.  13th  meeting. 

FallPymatuning  Meeting  -  October  7th  and  8th. 

Linesville,  pa. 

Full  details  in  Sept.  Prothono tary . 


Editor  -  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Avenue,  Buffalo,  Ilew  York 
Treasurer  -  Miss  Bertha  EM  schwengor,  526  Delaware  Ave.  ,  Buffalo,  E.  Y. 
Business  Manager  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Ave.,  Buffalo,  H.  Y. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Honorary  President  -  Jame 
President  -  Tom.  M.  E 

Vice-President-  James  A. 
Treasurer  -  Mrs.  R.  D 

Recording  Secretary  -  W. 
Corresponding  Secret  ry  - 
Stu.t  1st iatans  :  Harold  D. 


s  Savage,  Buffalo  athletic  Club,  Buffalo,  IT.  Y. 
oily,  150  Park  wood  Eve.,  Eenmore  ,  E.  Y. 
Creighton _  39  7  Highland  ;^,re . ,  Hamburg,  IT.  Y. 

.  Uadi ec?.i.  218  Brantwoo d  Rd.  ,  Snyder,  IT.  Y. 

W.  Brockner,  175  Hutton  Ave.,  Buffalo,  IT.  Y. 
Miss  E.  Prochnow,  940  Amherst  St.,  Buffalo , IT.  Y. 
Mitchell  and  Clark  S.  Beardslee 
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Buffalo ,  Ne w  Y ork 


THE 


NTH 


The  month  of  August  was  unusually  warm,  averaging  3.4  degrees 
above  normal,  on  only  2  days,  the  4th  and  the  22nd  was  it  bel ow 
average.  Precipitation  was  .7"  above  normal,  over  2.5"  within  a 
24  hr.  period  on  the  12th  and  13th.  High  winds  40  mi.  per  hr.  on 
august  8  and  9,  47  mi.  per  hr.  on  Aug.  12.  Visits  to  the  lake shore 
after  these  winds,  however,  disclosed  no  unusual  bird  records,  and 
migratory  movements  were,  in  general,  similar  to  the  average  of  the 

past  10  years.  _ 

i.OTEVORTBY  RECORDS 


Oak  Orchard  Swamp  (F) -first  migrant  (L)  -last  migrant, 
Canada  Goose  Aug,  2 0  2  Pt,  Abino,  Ont,  (Beadle) 

lug.  27  Floe-,  ^ 


00  - 


Pintail 
Duck  Hawk 
Upland  Plover 


Aug. 
Aug. 
July 


10 

11 

29 


Aug.  27 


HU  ^  WU  o  «  \  -SJ  ^  w  / 

Floe-,  E.  Elma,  and  several  flocks 
later  until  Sept.  11  (Bert  Allen,  rep. 

Simmons) 

&  11,  00  (Ecklers) 

1  (F)  Grand  Is.  (Mitchell) 

15  00  (Jams  son) 


Lb  00  (.name  son; 

1  (L)  Niagara  Piver  Opp.  Grand  Is. 

(Mitchell 

1  (F)  Morgan's  Pt.  Ont.  (Mi tele  11  et  al) 
1  Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  (Savage) 

1  (F)  Long  Beach,  Ont.  (Bourne) _ 

350  plus,  Niagara  River,  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 
and  common  as  3a  te  as  Sept.  14  on 
Niagara  River 

300  (F)  Buffi  lo  (Seeber,  Herndon) 

100  plus  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.  (MitcheL 1) 
Large  flock,  Buffalo  (Herndon) 

20  roig.  31  -  30  ICenmore  (Beardslee) 

Springville  (Brockner,  jomerside)  ^ 

juj.cw -  ^  n  ri-nin  Ont.  (Mi tele  11  et  c 

inter3’)ren°W  Aug.  6  1  Lgsback,  Westfield  (Beal,  Fry) 

live-backed  Thrush  Au|.  31  1  (F)  Goat  Is.  (Mitchell) 


knot 

Western  Sandpiper 
Black  Tern 


Nighthawk 


bleated  ’Woodpecker 

.  _  -t  •  rt  -r  n _ _  , 


Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 


Aug.: 

AUg. 

Aug. 

Aug. 


20 

29 

2 

20 


23 

29 


30 

6 


... 


: 


Philadelphia  Vireo 
Black  &  Wh.  Warbler 


Magnolia  Warbler 
Bay-br.  V/arbler 
N.  Water- thrush 


Aug.  26 
July  29 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  30 
Aug.  .2 
Aug.  16 

Wilson's  V/arbler  Aug.  25 

Canada  Warbler  .  Aug.  20 

Orchard  Oriole  Aug.  8 

NB  -  Laughing  Gull,  reported  in 
Grand  Is.  by  Brockner  and 


1  (FJ  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

1  Toad  Hollow  (  Grotke,  Seeber) 

1  (F)  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell  ) 

2  (F)  Erie  Beach, Ont. (Mitchell  et  al) 

1  (F)  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

1  (F)  Long  Beach,  Ont.  (Bourne) 

1  Forest  Lawn  (Grotke.  Seeber) 

(F)  Buffalo  City  Hospital  Gds. (Brockner) 
1  (F)  Erie  Beach,  Ont.  (Mitchell  et  al) 

1  (L)  Long  Beach,  Ont,  (Bourne) 

July  Prothonotary,  for  June  17  at 
Thorpe,  may  have  been  a  Franklin's  Gull. 


ADDITIONAL  NESTING  RECORDS 


Black-cr.  Nigh-  Heron 
C. Black  Duck 
Blue -winged  Teal 
Marsh  Hawk 


Sparrow  Hawk 

Ring-n.  Pheasant 

King  Rail 
Woodcock 
Mourning  Dove 
Barred  Owl 
N.  Flicker 
Phoebe 

Alder  Flycatcher 
Prairie  Horned  Lark 
Barn  Swallow 

Cliff  Swallow 

Purple  Martin 
Purple  Martin 


Robin 


House  Wren 

Vesper  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 


July  26  Grand  Is.  N  2Y  (Beards lee  ) 

May  21  Brood  newly  hatched  Y  Gowanda  (Beal) 

June  17  Y  out  of  N  Rattlesnake  Is.  (Herndon) 

Aug. 19  Y  bird  caught  in  field,  Grand  Is.  much 
emaciated,  apparently  neglected  by 
parents  (Jameson) 

Apr.  22  N  2E,  Grand  Is.  (Jameson) 

July  9  4  YO  Tonawanda  (Jameson) 

Aug.  1  N  8  Fresh  E  00  (Jameson) 

N  4E  nearly  hatched 
July  13  Y  0  00  (Ecklers) 

Apr.  3  N  3  E,  Apr.  5,  4E  Irving  (Savage) 

June  1  N  2E,  Forest  Lawn  (Beardslee) 

Apr.  16  N  2E,  00  (Ecklers) 

May  21,  2N,  Holla  nd  (James  et  al) 

May  21  YN  Holland  ■  *  " 

June  25  N  4E,  July  2,  4  YN,  July  13  YO  OO(Ecklers) 
"  22  N  4Y  Kenmore  (Beardslee) 

»  4  N  2E,  June  10  4E,  June  22  2E,  2Y, 

June -25  4Y,  July  9  YO  00  (Ecklers) 

'i  10  N  4E,  June  25  to  July  12  YN,  July  13  YO 

00  (Ecklers) 

July  22.  N  4E,  June  25  to  July  12  YN,  July  13  YO 
July  22  20  Y  July  24  several  YO,  Silver  Bay, Ont. 

(Ellis,  Stanley)  “ 

Aug.  3  N  2Yi  Aug.  5  N  4Y,  Long  Beach, Ont. 

6  (Helstrom) 


Aug.  12 
July  29 

July  23 
Sept.  3 


N 

6 

N 

N 


00* (Ecklers)  • 
Y  still  in  N, 


Toad  Hollow  (Grotke 

Seeber) 


2E,  July  29  N  4E,  00  (Jameson) 
3Y  (hatched  about  Sept.  1) 

Dewittville  (Avery) 


2 


I  .  f 


t 


* 


* 

ci  1 :• .  . 

. 


. 


'  . 


3.  V 


t 

' 

.  t 


■ 
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NOTES 


138  species  were  reported  for  August,  one  of  whic  h  was  new  for  the 
pear.  This  compares  with  137  species  reported  in  August  1938,  with 
jue  new  for  the  year. 

Fall  isthe  time  of  year  when  exotic  species  are  most  apt  to  be  seen 
in  our  territory.  We  also  need  more  data  on  fall  migration  records  of 
some  species;  field  work, therefore,  during  the  next  60  days  or  more  is 
most  desirable. 

Mr.  Be&rdslee  will  give  a  course  of  ten  lectures  on  Waterbirds  in  the 
Roosevelt  room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Sciences  with  the  first  meet¬ 
ing  on  Thrusday  October  5th,  at  7i45  P.  M. 

Mr.  Edson,  reporting  for  the  Rochester  area,  gives  the  following 
records  for  the  month  of  August,  Pintail,  Green-winged  Teal,  Lesser 
Scaup  Duck,  Hudsonian  Curlew,  Dowitcher,  Saw-whet  Owl,  Red  Breasted 


Nuthatch.  .  ,  +v  « 

'The  Bulletin  of  New  England  Bird  Life  reports  dun  ng  the  month  ol 
June  16  and  July  15,  Yellow-cr.  night  Heron,  Purple  Gallinule,  nesting 
Artie  Terns,  numerous  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos,  Ruby-cr,  Kinglet,  Yellow- 
throated  Warbler  and  in  the  following  month  the  earliest  arrival  date 
ever  of  Gre en-wiiigad  Teal,  large  flocks  of  Knots  from  oOO  to  1000, 
Long-billed  Dowitbf*er.  The  long-billed  Dowitcher  was  identifl.  ed  by  its 
call,  ,v  a  single  no1*e,  higher,  sharper,  and  louder  than  the  trebled 

note  of  the  Eastern  Dowitcher. " 


BIRD  TENANTS  AT  OAK  ORCHARD 


Bv  a  little  ingenuity,  we  increased  by  one  thenumber  of  nesting  birds 
around  the  Oak  Orchard  cottage.  The  previous  je  ar  tree  swaiiows,  blue 
birds,  robins,  song  sparrows,  crested  flycatchers,  flackers,  chipping 
and  Savannah  sparrows,  and  Pro thonotary  Warblers  nested  in 
around  our  door  yard.  This  year,  all  of  the  above  birds,  except  the 
flicker,  returned  to  nest  around  the  house.  .nth  very  slight 
oersu&sion,  a  pair  of  Prothonotary1 s  were  coaxed  into  our  door  yard. 
The- female  diligently  built  a  nest  in  a  1?°*«  After  completing 
she,  three  days  later,  '  removed  the  material  from  that  box  to  anotner 

under  a  snow  ball  budi .  In  that  nest  she  laid  six  egg  *.  th  house-' 
Contrary  to  other  observations,  no  male  ever  helped  with  the  houoe 

hold  duties,  although  one  regularly  appeared  in  the  ^  fdied  dutle°> 
apparently,  were  too  heavy,  for  three  of  the  fledglings  died. 

Several  days  before  the  more  fortunate  young  birds  left ^.he  nest, 
wp  found  not  fifty  feet  away,  another  nest.  This  nest  conuunirg 
four  ted  been  built  by  Another  female.  Tte  t  made  two  ns  sts  and 

two  females,  but  only  one  male.  Had  misfortune  over-taken  one  male 
or  was  the  present  male  a  polygamist 
Unsolicited  and  apparently  looking 
swallows  inspected  the  house  corner. 


Ui-U  U  - - 

and  philanderer. 

--  -  nestin  site, 


f  Or’ 


a 


They  remained  close 


pa  ir  of  barn 
but  made 


illows  inspected  the  house  corner.  ni^ 

no  attempt  to  build. a  nest.  The  simple  expedient  o ^aking^o 
nest  from  another  site  and  fastening  it. under  thpt  thev 

delemma.  By  a  short  inspection  they  ®  nvince  '  imriE  di  ~te ^acceptance 
could  do  no  better  by  their  own  labor,  uy  their  imnedi^te  acceptance 

they  brought  our  yearly  nesting  list  up  to  that  of  last  year  and 

increased  the  total  checklist  number  by  one.  B.  E. 
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MEETING  -  September  13th 


At  a  meeting  on  September  13th,  at  Chestnut  Ridge  Park,  we 
inaugurated  our  activities  for  the  coming  seasons,  A  large  number 
met  for  an  agreeable  outdoor  supper  undergone  of  the  large  open 
shelters  in  the  newer  area  of  the  park. 


FUTURE  EVENS: 

-  “  Banquet  -  Monday,  November  13,  has  been  set  as  the  date 

for  our  tenth  anniversary  banquet.  The 
committee  has  worked  actively  and  will . announce 
the  complete  plans  for^eur  celebration  in  the 
October  Prothonotary. 


FIELD  TRIPS: 


MEETINGS : 


Pyma tuning  Trip  —  October  7  A  8  -  Meet  Oct,  7  at  7:00  A.M* 
Delaware  Ave.  near  City  Kali.  Bring  lunch. 
Supper  on  Saturday,  breakfast  and . dinner  on 
Sunday  at  Traveler’s  Kdel,  Linesville,  Pa. 
Please  notify  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  3  78  Crescent 
Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.’Y.  -  Phone:  UN-8532. as 
early  as  possible,  so  that  he  can  advise  the 
Traveller’s  Hotel  and  secure  necessary  accom¬ 
modations,  and  also  arrange. for  transportation 
of  any  members  or  guests. 


Sept. 


Oct. 


24th  -  Sunday  -  Fall  Warblers,  Delaware  Park, 

Grand  Is., Goat  Is.  Meet  at  Windsor  gate  at 
7:30  A.  M.  Bring  lunch.  Leaders:  C.Beardslee 
and  K.  D.  Mitchell. 

15th  -  Sunday  -  Fall  Duck  Census.  Leaders  will 
be  chosen  at  the  meeting  on  Sept.  27th. 


Sept.  27th  -  At  Mr.  J.  P.  Mols’  country  home  on  Sisson 
Highway,  just  beyondth-Boy  Scout’s  Camp  at 
Toad  Hollow.  Mr.  Mols  has  invited  all,  who 
can,  to  come  in  the  early  afternoon.  Picnic 
meeting  at  6:00  P.  M. 

Oct,  11th  -  Annual  meeting  at  8:00  P.  M.  Humboldt  Room, 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Sciences,  Election  of 
Officers  at  this  meeting. 


Editor  -  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Avenue,  Buffi  loy  New  York' 
Treasurer  -  Miss  Bertha  K.  Schwenger,  526  DeL iware  Ave^Em  fa  lo,iLY. 
Business  Manager-  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Parana c  nv  . ,  - _ ’ 
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Recording  Secretary  -  If.  l';. ,f  }  940  Amherst  St.  ,Buf£lo 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Soeciety 

Buffalo,  Hew  York: 

THE  UOMTH 


The  month  of  September  was  very  nearly  normal  as  to  temperature  and 
precipitation,  and  migratory  movements  were  normal  for  most  species. 
There  were,  however,  more  warblers  reported  than  usually  particularly 
during  the  last  half  of  the  month,  Golden-crowned  and  Hub y -or owned 
Kinglets  arrived  on  the  s ame  date,  the  34th,  whereas  the  latter  is 


usually  reported  about  a  week  earlier, 
the  10th,  bO  mi.  ,mr  hr  on  the  29th. 


High  winds : 


50 


mi 


per  hr  on 


UOTE.ORTHY  RECORDS 


F  -  First  hi grant ,  I  Last  Migrant.  0.0.  -  Oam  Orchard  Swamp 


Horned  Grebe, 

• 

Sept 

Q  F 

L.-cr.  Cormorant 

• 

* 

bO 

Amer.  Egret.  .  . 

0 

5 

•  •  • 

• 

14 

Green  Heron 

0 

38 

Least  Bittern 

9 

17 

Canada  Goose  .  . 

0 

19 

9  9 

0 

34 

Baldpat  e  .... 

• 

6 

Green-w.  Teal 

0 

1 

.5 

Shoveller  .  .  . 

9 

19 

L.  Scaup  Luck 

9 

35 

Hooded  Merganser 

0 

lb 

Broad  -w  ♦  H  awk 

9 

33 

Bald  Eagle  .  .  . 

9 

b 

•  •  • 

9 

9 

Luck  Hawk  .  .  . 

9 

15 

Coot . 

9 

Aug 

37 

Golden  Plover 

0 

Sept 

3 

• 

9 

9 

Spotted  Sand. 

9 

38 

•  » 

9 

8 

Hhit a -r  Sandp.  . 

4 

(?)  Or and  Is.  (Jameson) 
b  ( 1  )  IJiagara  Fa 


11s  (Mitchell) 


-  4  00  (Rogers,  vvilson) 

18,  1  (L)  00  (Ecklers) 

(L)  Sharks  ton,  Out. (Hickman,  Kelly , Mansfield) 
(L)  00  (Ecklers) 

50  Hyde  pi:,  Hia.  Falls  (Tuttle 
09  Collins  (Beal) 

4(F)  Hiagara  Falls  ( Beard slee  ) 

8  (F)  00  (Beardslee) 

0  ( }■  )  Hyde  Pk,  Ilia.  Falls  (Tuttle) 
b  (F)  Buffalo  Harbor  (Mitchell) 

1  (l)  Ft.  Brie,  Ont.  (Savage) 

( ? )  Lei av/a re  P  ark  (  J  am  e  so  n ) 

Springville  ( nil son ) 

Chestnut  Ridge  (Bourne  et  al) 

Silver  Greek  (Beardslee) 

4  (F)  Burnt ship  Creek  (Helstrom) 

1  (?)  Erie  Beach,  Ont  (Brockner,  Booth) 

1  Evans  Ft.,  Ont.  (Eames) 

(L)  Ft.  ifbino  (Hickman,  Kelly,  Mans  field) 

1  Grand  Is  (Brockner,  Somerside) 

0  (L)  Rock  House  Ft.  Ont.  (Eames) 


\ 


V 


K 


4 


Bowi tcher 
Pomarine?  Jaeger 


Laughing  Lull 

Caspian  Torn 
Black  Tern 
Yallow-b.  Cuckoo 
31ack-b.  Cuckoo 
Light  Hawk 

Chimney  Swift 

Hub  y - th  r •  H umm ing  Bird 

R  o  d  -h o  d  o  d  W  oodpecke  r 

Y  o llow-b .  baps  uc  k o r 
Ling oir u 

Crostoa  Ply catcher 

Y  olio w- b . Fly aat  ch  or 
Least  Flycatcher 

,oo d  P owe q 

Olivo-s,  Flycuthcer 
Bank  Swallow 
B  ,.rn  ,T 
Purple  L^rtin 
Red-br*  Rut hat oh 
Brown  Crooper 
'A inter  Wren 
Carol  ilia  bren 
Hermit  Thrush 
Grwy-Ch.  Thrush 
Voery 

Cold  on -or .Lingle t 
Rubs>  -or*  kinglet 


Sept*  8  3  (L)  Grand  Is.  (Brockner,  Somerside) 

3  1  (F)  Sheridan  (Litchell)  large  size  and 
very  dark,  coloration  indicate  this 
species,  altho  central  tail  feathers 
did  not  extend  out  beyond  other 
feathers  far  enough  to  definitely 
determine  species  by  this  mean®* 

1  (F)  Ft.  Brio  Out  (Savage);  3  &  4  seen 
later  in  month  in  same  location 
1  (L)  Evans  (Seober) 

20  (L)  Grand  Is.  (Jameson) 

(  L )  Be  laware  Pk  ( Aim  a nd  i  ng  e  r ,  11  i  t  ch  e  11 ) 

(L)  Grand  Is.  (Brockner,  Lamy ) 

1  (L)  Buffalo  (Wander 

1  (L)  Pt.  Abino,  Ont  ( Almendinger ,  hitch ell 
3  (L)  Forest  Lawn  (Bou-rdsloo  et  al ) 

1  (L)  Buffalo  (Senkert) 

12  (L)  Grand  Is,  (Brockner,  Somerside) 

1  (F)  Buffalo  (Ilitchell 
1  (L)  Hose  Hill,  Ont  (laitchell  et  al ) 

1  (L)  Lincoln  Park  (Jameson) 

1  (L)  Delaware  Bn .  (Savage) 

1  (L)  Delaware  Pk.  (Ilitchell) 

1  (L)  Erie  Boach,  Ont( Hickman  , Holly  ,LL ns  - 

field  ) 

2  (L)  Holland  (Vorrill) 

20  (L)  Eiag-.ra  Falls  (Ilitchell) 

(L)  0  0  ( Ecklers  ) 

150(D)  Riag.-ra  R.  Ont.  shore  (Mitchell) 

(F)  Wilson  (Berruslee) 

(F)  Delaware  Pk  (Beard sloe  et  .1) 

( F )  Forest  L awn  ( Lit  ch e 11 
0  0  (Rogers,  Wilson) 

(F)  Iiiugv.ru  Falls  (Tuttle) 

( F )  Go^t  Is.  Hi,-.  Falls  (Boardslee) 

(L)  0  0  (Ecklers) 

(F)  Grand  Is.  (Ulrich) 

Chestnut  Riage  ( Bourne , Rogers , Wilson) 
( F  )  Del  a w  vr  e  Pk  ( 3e  ur a  s  le  o  e  t  .  *1 ) 

Chestnut  Ridge  ( Bourne , Rogers, Wilson j 


20 

4 
22 

17 

24 
16 

24 
24 
8 
17 
16 
12 

17 

28 

24 

5 
14 
10 
14 
24 
22 

6 

23 
6 

Aug . 27 
Sept  24 

24 


Yellow-thr . Viroo 
Blue -headed  Vireo 
Philadelphia  Vireo 
Warbling  Vireo 
Tennessee  Warbler 
LaShvillo  Warbler 
L.  P a r u 1 a  WArbler 
Cape  Lay  Warbler 
Bl.thr.  Blue  V.., re  lor 
Lyrtle  Warbler 
Black  burn  ioii  •<  .rbler 

Chostnut-s.  ..  .roler 
Bay -or*  Warbler 
BlacApoll  warbler 
W,  Palm  Warbler 


24 
17 

25 
24 

7 

o 

11 


re 

Pk, 

(Boardslee  et  al) 

re 

Park 

( Hitch  ell ) 

re 

P  ark 

(Ilitchell ) 

re 

P  rk 

(Boardslee  et  al ) 

FallS 

( Be; rdslee ) 

(L)  Delaw.ro 


(F)  Ft.  Erie,  Ont .( Brockner ,  Booth) 
(F)  Go~t  Is.  (Litchell) 


L* 

O 

Cu 

( F ) 

Ft*  Erie 

,  Ont 

O 

(F) 

Ft.  Erie 

,  Ont 

r> 

(F) 

Ft.  nrie 

,  Ont 

13 

(F) 

Del  ••/  ^ro 

Park 

19 

(L) 

Dunk i rk 

(Boar 

op 

o 

(L) 

Da  la  w-aro 

Park 

24 

(D) 

Delaware 

Bark 

11 

O 


(F)  Goat  Is.  (Litchell) 

(F)  Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  (Brockner,  Booth) 


J'l  ‘ 


* 


N.  Water -thrush 

Sept20 

(L) 

Niagara  Fa 

Conn.  Warbler 

17 

5 

(F) 

Grand  Is. 

28 

1 

Imm 

.  (L)  Fore 

W i 1 s  o  n 1 s  Warbler 

17 

1 

(L) 

Delaware 

Canada  Warbler 

24 

(L) 

Delaware 

Rusty  Blackbird 

24 

(p) 

Grand  Is. 

Card inal 

25 

2 

Hamburg  ( 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

25 

(L) 

Delaware 

Indigo  Bunting 

24 

(L) 

Go wand a  ( 

Purple  Finch 

16 

(p) 

Pt.  Abino 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

17 

4 

(F) 

Buffalo  (; 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

17 

1 

( F ) 

Buffalo  (. 

ADDITIONAL 

NESTING  RECORDS 

Yellow-b.  Sap sucker 

April  2 

9 

N, 

J une  4 ,  Y 

( Tuttle  ) 

■  t  L  awn  ( M  i  t  ch  e  11 


( Ulrich) 


et  al) 


Cedar  waxwing 


from  Warsaw  (x^rochnow) 
aep t  •  so  5  Y  N  (-.1  CQ  ?)( i-ing ) 


WOOD  PEWEE  NESTING  III  DOOR  YaRD 

Birds,  occasionally  modify  their  habits,  Such  was  the  case  of  a  wood 
pewee  observed  during  the  past  summer. 

This  bird  chose  for  its  nesting  site  the  branch  of  a  soft  maple  tree, 
one  of  a  row  along  the  roadside,  about  thirty  feet  from  the  house  and 
nearly  over  the  path  from  the  rear  door  to  the  front  gate,  although 
there  were  orchards  to  the  side  and  rear  of  the  building.  The  rear 
orchard  merged  into  an  old  beach,  maple  woods  through  a  sucsssion  of 
br.mbles,  sumac  and  poplars. 

Observation  made  one  June  24  showed  three  eggs  in  the  nest,  ho 
other  observations  wgto  m^de  of  the  eggs. 

Lut e  in  July  three  young  birds  come  off  the  nest. Only  two  remained 
about  during  the  remuinuer  of  the  summer.  A  house  o-*t  recounted  for 
the  other. 

The  two  adults  and  the  remaining  two  young  remained  in  the  door 
y  ;_*rd-  perching  upon  the  tree  branches  and  wires  until  in  early 
September . 

The  male  chose  as  singing  perch  an  electric  light  wire  in  the  open, 
a  sh  .rp  contrast  to  the  usual  branch  high  up  under  the  leafy  shade  of 


v/oodl.^nd  tree. 


E.  C. 


TT 

b 


NOTES 

For  the  month  of  September  170  species  v/ere  reported,  2  being  new  for 
the  year.  This  compares  with  158  species  in  September,  1958,  when  4 
new  species  were  recorded. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Lames  reports  1  Osprey  and  over  100  RustyT  Blackoirds  at 
Cayuga,  Out.  on  Se^t.  25 

At  Cooper st own ,  N.Y.  on  Sept.  15,  Mr.  E.  .»•  Jameson, Jr.  noted  7 
species  of  Hawks,  including  25  Broad. -wings*  -Iso  a  Cedar  A  ax wing 1  s 

nest  with  5  young.  .  .... 

Winter  *vren  recorded  in  Sept,  issue  at  Hogsbaek  on  Aug.  o  should 

have  been  July  25.  The  bird  was  singing  (Beal) 
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■  • 


.  f.) 


f 


I  am  enclosing 


for  which  please  solid  HjO 


for  the  Tenth  ^nn Ivors  rry  Buiquot. 


TTiLmiTI 


ROTES 

D-  Buffalo  party  of  24  attended  the  Pymatuning  outing  and.  field  trip 
at  Linesville ,  Pa*  on  the  weekend  of  Oct*  7  and  8*  Mr*  Duerr  of 
Cleveland  showed  some  excellent  motion  pictures  of  birds  in  colors 
taken  at  u  ep  j  Peninsula,  Florida  and  Cleveland.  Among  the  many  water 
liras  observed  worea  Northern  Phalarope  and  American  Egret. 

Messrs.  Wheeler  M.  Hogerson  and  George  M.  Cuttle,  Jr*  were  elected 
associate  members  at  the  meeting  of  Sept.  10th. 


MEET I EG  SEPTEMBER  27th 

In  spite  of  the  inclement  weather,  eight  members  mot  at  hr.  MolsT 
country  home.  During  a  walk  around  the  grounds,  our  host  told  how  he 
has  converted  an  old  pasture  into  a  well  established  pinery  and  built ; 
as  a  setting  for  his  house: a  rock  garden  with  all  of  the  kinds  of 
stones  to  be  found  to  this  ire  a.  Parts  of  the  flight  song  and  also 
several  glimpses  of  a  pair  of  wood  cock  added  to  the  pleasure  of  the 
walk.  We  later  had  lunch  and  a  meeting  under  the  shelter  and  in  the 
warmth  of  Mr.  Mo Is’  home. 


At  the 
Museum  of 


MEET I EG  OF  0 CTO BEE  II th 

annual  meeting  held  in  the  Kumooldt  Hoorn  ft 
Sciences,  the  organisation  reelected  the 


at  Buffalo 
old  officers 


for 


another  year. 

Hussel  V/ilson  of 
associate  member* 

C.  A.  bomersides 
fall  duck  census. 

The  meeting  voted 
btewart  Chase  as  a 


Hamburg  was  voted  into  the  organisation  as  an 

assigned  leaders  and  territories  for  our  annual 

to  support  the  Conservation  Forum  in  securing 
lecturer  during  a  meeting  in  February. 


FUTURE  EVERTS 
. TEETH  AEEIVEHbAHY  BAEQUET 

The  committee  has  secured  a  large  room  at  the  Buffalo  Consistory  for 
the  night  of  Monday,  Eovember  15th  at  6:30  P.  M.  as  the  place  for  our 
Tenth  Anniversary  Banquet.  Dr.  John  W.  Aldrich,  our  guest  speaker, 
will  talk  on  "Bird  Life  in  Panama  Beyond  the  Canal  Zone".  The  committee 
assures  all  who  attend  a  well  rounded  program  of  surprises,  fun.  and 
entertainment. 

Tickets  are  priced  at  31.50  per  person  and  may  be  had  from  Mrs. 
Richard  D.  Madison,  218  Brantwood  Rd. ,  Un . -3394  or  Mr.  A.  D.  Zander, 

175  Saranac  nve,,  -  DE-1200. 

Make  use  of  the  attached  blank  for  your  reservations  as  early  as 

possible 


MEETINGS:  October  25 

Eovember  15 


8:00  PM  Humboldt  Room  Buff  ML  o  Museum  of  be. 
Forum  Meeting. 

8:00  P.U.  Humboldt  Room,  Bflo.  Museum  of  be. 
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FIELB  TRIPS 


October  28  -Dr*  Lois’  homo  on  Sisson  Highway,  5  miles 

past  Boy  Scout  Cump  nt  Toad  Hollow* 

’*¥•  Brocknor,  lone  or  -  moot  Hi  ogam  bq.  8  AM 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buf f al o ,  Hew  Y  o  rk 


THE  MOUTH 


For  October,  the  temperature  remained  nearly  noimal  deviating  from 
the  daily  mean  by  plus  0,1°.  Precipitation  was  less  than  normal  by 
minus  1.4  inches.  For  unusual  bird  records  see  notes  and  the  fall 
census  records.  High  winds  49  mi.  per  hr.  on  the  01st,  and  on  the  28th. 
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Pigeon  Hawk 

Sept 

.17(F) 

European  Partridge 

Oct . 

28 

Virginia  Hail 

TT 

7 

(L) 

Sora 

TT 

29 

(L) 

Yellow  Hail 

TT 

16 

(F) 

Florida  Gallinule 

TT 

16 

(D) 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

»T 

19 

(L) 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

if 

7 

(L) 

Sander ling 

TT 

7 

(1) 

Laughing  Gull 

TT 

21 

TT 

29 

Kumlien's  Gull 

TT 

22 

(F) 

Franklin1 s  Gull 

TT 

15 

(F) 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Delaware  Pk.  (Mitchell) 

75  to  100  00  (E.  Hendry*:,  rep.  Klepfer) 
Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee,  Mitchell) 
Buffalo  (Mitchell) 

Buf f ai o  ( Sava ge ) 

Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee,  Mitchell) 
Brand  Island  (Nelly,  Mansfield) 

(P)  Charlotte  (Mr.  Gordon  Meade) 

1  plus  Buffalo  (Mitchell  et  al ) 

6  plus  Buffalo  (uitchell  et  al) 

Buffalo  ( savage ) 

Buffalo  (Mitchell) 

Ton a wan da  ( boards lee ) 

Holland  (Merrill) 

Wilson  (Brockner,  nrown) 

2  E.  Elma  ( Simmons ) 

Dunkirk  (Beal) 

Grand  Is.  (Beardslee  et  al) 

00  (brought  in  by  "Tuck”,  Dave  Dugan's 

dog) 

00  (Mitchell  et  al) 

Erie  Beach,  Out.  (Ulrich) 

Barcelona  (Mitchell  et  al ) 

TT  TT 

Buffalo  (Savage) 

,T  (Eames 

Hilton  (Seeker,  rep.  Meade) 
picked  up  dead ,  Charlotte  -  first 

specimen 


\ 

4 


H.  Horned  Lark 

Oct. 

6 

( P) 

Red-br.  Uuthatch 

tt 

12 

Prairie  Marsh  Wren 

Sept . 

24 

(L) 

B  r o  wn  Th  r  ash  e  r 

Oct. 

1 

(L) 

Hermit  Thrush 

tt 

24 

(L) 

Gray -oh.  Thrush 

tt 

2 

(L) 

Ruby  - c  r .  Ki ngi e t 

tt 

22 

(L) 

Northern  Shrike 

tt 

29 

(F) 

Blue  -headed  Virao 

*t 

7 

(L) 

Red-eyed  Virao 

»? 

1 

(L) 

Black  &  white  Wurbl 

or Sept . 

25 

(L) 

Orange -cr.  Warbler 

Oct. 

22 

(L) 

Te line  see  " 

tt 

rjr 

o 

(L) 

Nashville  ” 

tt 

24 

(L) 

N.  Parula  ” 

tt 

1 

(L) 

Cape  May  " 

Sept . 

28 

(L) 

Myrtle 

Oct. 

30 

(L) 

Bl.thr.  Green  Warbler  ” 

7 

(L) 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

*t 

4 

(L) 

Yv,  Palm.  ,T 

*T 

2 

(L) 

Ovenbird 

tt 

7 

(L) 

N.  Ye llo wth ro  a  t 

tt 

1 

(L) 

Redstart 

Tt 

28 

(L) 

Scarlet  Tanager 

tt 

2 

(L) 

Redreyed  Towhee 

It 

28 

(L) 

Vesper  Sparrow 

Tt 

21 

(L) 

Chipping  ” 

Tt 

24 

(L) 

Field  " 

tt 

29 

(L) 

White-cr.  ” 

tt 

16 

(L) 

Linco In T  s  Sparrow 

tt 

1 

(F) 

Lapland  Longspur 

tt 

15 

Ton-wand a  ( Be ardsle  o ) 

Bethlehem  btael  Plant  (Creighton) 
Grand  la.  (several  members) 

Holland  (Verrill) 

Kenm ore  (Be ar tslee) 

2  Forest  Lawn  (Beardslee,  Mitchell) 
8  Dunkirk  (Beardslee  e  t  al) 

Grand  Island  (Beardslee  ot  al) 
Holland  (Verrill) 

H amb ur  g  (Bourne,  Wilson) 

Goat  Is.  (Ilitohell 
Sturgeon  Pt. 

Goat  Island  (ilitohell) 

3  Be  lawar e  Pic .  ( Mi t  oh  e  1 1 ) 

Hamburg  (Bourne,  Wilson) 

Erie  Beach, Ont. ( Hickman,’  Kelly, 

Mansfield ) 

Grand  Is.  (Kelly,  Mansfield) 

5  Holland  (  Verrill) 

Wilson  (Beardslee) 

Hamb ur g  (Bo urn e ,  W i 1 s on ) 

Bel  aware  Pic.  (Ilitohell) 

Holland  (Verrill) 

Forest  Lawn  (Uadi son) 

Bel  aware  ?k.  (Ilitohell) 

Hamburg  (Dugan) 

Alabama  (Ilitohell) 

Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 
Clarksburg  (Brockner,  Hols) 

5  00  (ilitohell 

Hamb ur g  ( Bo  urne ,  Wilson) 

Hilton  (Dr.  Gordon  Meade) 


FALL  LUCK  CENSUS 
October  15 ,  1959 
Leader;  C.  A.  Somerside 

Territories  covered  and  participants; 

A  -  Hi  agar  a  Loop  -  C.  5.  Beardslee,  Hiss  A.  E.  Prochnow,  Iiiss  N.E.Lamy, 

Hiss  W.  11.  Riehla ,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Hickman, 

Hr s .  R.  B.  Iladison,  Mrs*  L.  Kogel,  Dr.  Jos*  P.  Hols, 
Julian  Pal inski ,  Jas.  Hudson 

B  -  Grand  Island  -  C.  A.  Somerside,  Hr.  &  Mrs.  Geo.  Kratzer, 

Mrs.  Boll  Reynolds. 

C  -  Peace  Bridge  to  Cedar  Bay,  Ont.  -  Mrs.  Thos.  Kelly , Mr, &Lrs.R. Cobb 

B  -  Pt.  Colburne  to  Rock  House  Pt.,  Ont.  -  H.  B.  Mitchell,  Sylvia  Booth 

Heather  Thorpe,  Wm.  Almendinger 

E  -  Buffalo  to  Silver  Creek  -  Robert  Mansfield,  Mr.  &  Mr.  Brett le 

F  -  Java,  Rushford,  Silver  Lake  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  A.  Creighton, 

Russell  Wilson 

G  -  Chautauqua  Co.  -  Winston  Brockner,  Mary  Brown 

H  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  -  Br.  Lee  Herndon 

J  -  Bond  Lake  to  Youngstown  &  Wilson  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E .  C.  Ulrich 


V 


In  the 
*  refers  to 
last  record 


following  census  list,  letters  refer  to  parties  above  named, 
first  record  for  year  or  for  fall  migration  ( L)  refers  to 


lor  year 


Loon  1*1 ;  Horned  Grebe  85,  Pied-billed  Grebe  66,  D.  cr.  Cormorant  2 
(I)  AD;  Great  Blue  Heron  44,  Amer.  Bittern  5,  BCH;  llute  8 wan  15,  G; 
Canada  Goose  147,  EFH ;  C.  Mallard  118,  Red-1.  &  Common  Black  Duck  1.637 
Bald pate  499,  Pintail  121,  Green-w,  Teal  1,  H;  Blue-w.  Teal  13,FGH; 
Shoveller  12  AH;  Hood  Duck  21,  GH ;  Redhead  68,  Ring-n.  Duck  3  G. 
Canvas-back  23.  Greater  &  L.  Scaup  Duck  434,  Amer .  Golden-eye  1*™ 

£j 

4  3D,  Hed-br.  Merganser  10 

Turkey  Vulture  63  GH,  Red-tailed  Hawk  9,  Red-sh.  Hawk  1  P,  Bald  Eagle 
1  G,  Harsh  Hawk  7,  Sparrow  Hawk  14,  Ring-n.  Pheasant  134,  Coot  1562 
(mostly  Chautauqua  Lake),  Somi-p.  Plover  3  (D)  BE;  Hilldeer  134, 

Black -b.  Plover  8  (L)  'BCD,  Wilson's  Snipe  2,  F;  Solitary  Sandpiper  1 
(L)  G,  Greater  Yellow- legs  3,  ADE,  L.  Yollowlegs  7  (L)  FG  Knot  1  (L)  B 
Pectoral  Sandpiper  6  BD,  Least  Sandpiper  1  (L)  H,  Red-backed  Sandpiper 
8  DH;  Herring  Gull  523,  Ring-b.  Gull  928,  Bonaparte’s  Gull  306,  ir 

tod  Kingfisher  11,  Flicker  29,  Yellow-b,  Sapsucker  1  C,  Hairy  Wooa- 


O 

Buffle-head  6*G,  White -w.  Scoter  56,  Surf  Scoter  4  E,  Amer.  Scoter 
6,  AD;  Ruddy  Duck  13*FG;  Amer.  Merganser  4  3D,  Red-br.  Merganser 


D, 


jju  a 


pecker  1  F,  Downy  Woodpecker  18,  Phoebe  19,  IT.  Horned  Lark  2  D, 
Prairie  Horned  Lark  27,  Blue  Jay  23,  Crow  1081,  31. -c.  Chickadee 
Tufted  Titmouse  3  G,  White-br.  Nuthatch  17,  Brown  Creeper  6,  Hou: 
Wren  1  (D)  D,  ’.Vinter  Wren  6  BDF,  Catbird  3  (L)  DEH,  Robin  699,  Wood 
Thrush  1  (L)  F  (Russell  Wilson);  Hermit  Thrush  28,  Olive-b.  Thrush  3 


41, 

.se 


(L)  BD,  Bluebird  60 


Golden-cr. 

73 


kinglet  616,  Ruby -or.  u 
Pipit  8  *  ACD,  Cedar  V/axwing  73,  Starling  15,585,  Philadelphia  Vireo 
1  (L)  A  (seen  at  very  close  range,  unmistakeable )  ,  Oraiige-cr.  Warbler 
1  D,.  Nashville  Warbler  8  BDE,  Magnolia  Warbler  3  (L)  FH,  Black-thr. 
Blue  Warbler  2  (L)  D,  Myrtle  Warbler  316,  Chestnut-sided  Warbler  1  (L) 


angle  t 


258, 


E,  Redstart  2  D  H;  English  Sparrow  990,  Meadowlark  51 
Rusty  Blackbird  5oO,  Bronzed  Crackle  103,  Co win  r d  2c0 
Purple  Finch,  11,  Goldfinch  78,  Red-eyed  Towhee  4  BC 


Sparrow 


51 


1.  Col.  Junco  72 


Tree 


5  (L)  CD,  Vesper 

Chipping  Sparrow  60,  Field  Sparrow  20  (one  a  beautiful  Albino 


Redwing  1054, 

,  Cardinal  3  G, 
Savannah  Sparrow 
Sparrow  15  *  EFG, 
seen  near 

rtidgeway,  Out.),  White-cr.  Sparrow  48,  White-thr.  Sparrow  259,  Fox 
Sparrow  44*,  Lincoln’s  Sparrow  1  (L)  E,  Swamp  Sparrow  12,  Song  Sparrow 
174.  Total  114  species. 

^omitted -Common  Torn  356, Rock  Dove  10, Mourning  Dove  11, Screech  Owl  1  F , 
The  number  of  ducks  w.-xS  much  the  same  as  last  year,  shore  birds  were 
scarce.  The  surprises  brought  out  in  the  census  were  several  unusually 
late  records  of  wax-blers,  also  Wood  Thrush  and  Philadelphia  Vireo, 
much  later  than  recorded  in  any  previous  year.  This  fall  duck  census 
has  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  interesting  activities  of  the  society. 


»  rvmrw  ■ 


VERMILLION  FLYCATCHERS  REPORTED  AT  NEWARK, IIEW  YORK 


In  June,  1939 


a 


pair  of 


birds 


trifle  small  or  than  English 


sparrows  were  hopping  around  in  barberry  shrubbery  at  my  home  in 
Newark,  II.  Y.  One  was  brownish  or  greyish  tinged  with  pink  on  under 
side . 


J.v  • 

The 


1.  UUS  W  UO  UXUVVIIJLOJU  Ux  X'-1-'-—  - 

other  had  a  brilliant  Vermillion  breast.  Each  had  a  crest 


which  they  raised  and  lowered  but  only  the  one  with  the  Vermillion 
breast  had  the  brilliant  crest.  For  several  minutes  they  were  within 
throe  or  four  y.^rds  of  where  I  was  sitting  so  I  had  a  very  good 
opportunity  to  observe  them.  I  do  not  remember  that  they  made  c*  sound. 

Mrs.  E.  D,  Croucher 

Mr.  Fred  Hazelton,  wh o  talked  with  Mrs.  Croucher  about  hex  observa¬ 
tion,  said  that  she  at  once  looked  the  birds  up  in  a  bird  boox  and 


:  O 


med  sure  of  the  identification  as  Vermillion  Flycatcher, 


3 


-1  • 


D. 


IT 

i.x  t 


150 


a 


NOTES 

species  were  reported  in  October,  4  being  new  for  the  year.  This 
compares  with  14 G  species  seen  in  October,  1938,  when  4  new  species 
were  seen. 

On  October  2,  James  Savage  saw  3  Ospreys  at  Long  ?t.,Ont. 

During  the  past  3  weeks,  a  number  of  rare  gulls  have  been  seen  in 
Buffalo  Harbor  and  along  the  Niagara  River,  including  Laughing  Gull, 
franklin's  Gull4 Hitt iwake ,  and  Little  Gull.  Details  wi 11 'be  in  the 
next  issue* 


TEETH  EL DUAL  BANQUET 


On  holiday,  Uov.  13,  one  hundred  and  seventeen  members  and  friends 
joined  in  celebrating  our  tenth  anniversary  in  the  ball  room  at  the 
Buffalo  Consistory. 


A  subtle  paper, 


the 


Profanetary,  a  take-off  of  our  publication, 


provided  many  chuckles  before  and  during  our  dinner*  Harold  D.  Mitchell 
outlined  the  early  activities  of  the  society  from  the  time  of  its 
formation  up  to  the  publication  of  our  paper,  when  all  of  our  activites 
were  put  on  the  records. 

bongs  by  Daniel  Strebel  and  a  flute  sol  by  Hobert  Hols  added  a 
fitting  touch  to  our  program*  The  men  were  ably  accompanied  by  Miss 
He  len  iX  ing. 

Jamies  Savage  presented  engraved  gavels  of  apple  wood  to  C.Beardslee 
H.  Mitchell,  A.  Wander,  R.  Verrill  and  T.  Kelly,  the  five  men  who  have 
held  the  office  of  president  in  our  organisation.  Mr.  Wander  returned 
the  compliments  to  Mr.  Savage,  our  honorary  president,  by  a  similar 
presentation. 

Dr*  John  W.  Aldrich,  who  while  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  ten 


years  ago,  started  the  movement  which  formed 
principle  talk  of  the  craning. 


our  group,  gave 


the 


In  his  talk 


’’Bird  Life  in  Panama  and 


Beyond”,  Dr.  Aldrich  told  of  his  experiences  several  years  ago  while 
on  a  collecting  expedition  for  the  Cleveland  Museum  of  natural  History. 

Clark  S.  Beardslee,  chairman  of  the  committee,  served  as  toastmaster. 
He  interspersed  these  duties  with  timely  remarks. 

The  following  members  assited  Mr.  Beardslee  on  the  tenth  anniversary 
banquet  committee; 

Mrs.  James  Creighton,  Tom  Molly,  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  James  Savage, 

Bertha  Schwenger,  Mrs.  Edward  Ulrich,  May  Verrill,  Alfred  Wander,  and 
Mrs .  Ben j am in  W inship . 


7^ETING 


1  -x£j±j  . 


OCTOBER  25th 


President,  Tom  Molly  appointed  these  committees  to  serve  for  the 
coming  year; 

Members  on  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  Dr.  Lee  Herndon  -  R oger  Cobb. 
MEMBERSHIP  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  Chairman,  Francis  Tilley,  C.  Beardslee 
PROGRAM  -  Ward  Mlepfer,  Chairman,  Robert  Mansfield,,  Roger  Cobb. 
CONSERVATION-!,  Herndon,  Chairman,  James  Creighton,  Benjamin  Winship, 

George  Mratzer,  Clare  Somersides 
PUBLICITY  -  Ray  Verrill,  Chairman,  Alice  Ulrich,  C.  Ulrich 
STATISTICIANS  -  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  Clark  S.  Beardslee 
CONSERVATION  FORUM  -  L.  Herndon,  H.  D.  Mitchell 
BUCK  HORN  ISLAND  -  H.  D.  Mitchell,  Ray  Verrill,  L.  Herndon. 

When  our  president  made  his  appointments,  he  reviewed  the  duties  of 
committees  as  outlined  by  our  By-laws,  with  suggestions  for  the 
furtherance  of  the  interest  and  maintaining  the  standards  of  our 
organization. 


4 


A  discussion,  that  followed,  showed  many  especially  interesting 
records  for  fi.ll,  1959.  Ur.  Mitchell  told  of  a  Yellow  Hail  which  a  dog 
found  in  a  grassy  area  at  Oak  Orchard  and  mentioned  the  white  patch 
on  the  wing,  a  sure  identification  mark  for  this  species.  Mr.  Mitchell 
told  that  he  had  secured  the  Gyrfalcon  which  our  organization  and  the 
museum  had  purchased. 

A  Lincoln  Sparrow  in  Mr.  Mitchell’s  back  yard  and  a  Yellowlegs  and 
Screech  Owl  on  the  Hally's  small  domain  were  the  rewards  of  the 
vigilance  of  these  observers. 

An  indiscreet  Y. -bellied  Sapsucker  who  had  imbibed  too  freely  w as 
rescued  from  the  railing  of  a  barber  shop  in  the  downtown  lliagara 
Street  area.  After  a  sound,  sobering  sleep  in  an  enclosed  box  he 
revived,  cnid  when  released  $  flow  directly  toward  the  lliagara  Hiver. 

FUTURE  EVENTS 


ILLUSTRATED  LECTURE 


December  15  -  8:30  P.M.  Hayes  Lecture  Series. 

Marl  H.  Llaslowski. 


MEETINGS:  November  29  - 


8:00  P.M.  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo  Society  of 
Science . 

Speaker:  Robert  Mansfield,  Shore  Birds  of 

the  Atlantic  coast.  Slides  and  colored  movies 


December  12  -  8:00  P.M.  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo  Soc.of  Science 

Preparations  and  plans  for  the  Christmas 
Census . 


FIELD  TRIPS: 


December  17  -  10:30  A. II.  at  the  bog. 

Guests  of  Sanctuary  Society  at  the  East 
Concord  bog* filling  of  feeding  stations. 

December  24  -  Annual  Christmas  Census  in  cooperation  with 

the  National  Ass’n  of  Audubon  Societies. 


Editor  -  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Avenue,  Buffalo,  Hew  York 
Treasurer  -  Miss  Bertha  Schwenger,  526  Delaware  Ave . ,  Buffalo, 

Business  Manager  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Ave.,  Buffalo,  H.  Y. 
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Statisticians:  Harold  D.  Mitchell  and  Clark  S.  Beardslee 


5 


Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo.,  hew  York 


THE  MONTH 


Precipitation  for 
th  a  n  n  o  rm  al ,  with  0 
h o  vem her  in  ob  ye  ar s 
n o rma 1 .  Hi  gh  w i n& s  : 


November,  as  in  previous  months,  remained  less 
53  inches  recorded,  the  least  rainfall  for 
The  daily  temperature  fell  to  -1.4°  below 
47  mi.  per  hr.  on  Nov*  8th,  49  mi.  per  hr  on 


Nov.  10th 
Cardinals 


Four  rare  gu 1 


were  note 


r>  u 


and  summer  residents  remained 


rly  in  November,  fewer 


during 


the  month  than  last  year 


NOTEWORTHY  HE CO BBS 


F-  first  migrant,  L-last  migrant,  OO-Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  NR -Niagara  riivar 


Loon 

h-ri 

O 

<1 

• 

25 

(L) 

4  NR  (kelly) 

1  Grand  Is.  (Ecklers) 

Piea-b.  Grebe 

IT 

5 

(L) 

Dunkirk  (Beard sloe  et  al) 

Gt.  Blue  Heron 

IT 

db 

(L) 

Grand  Is.  (Brockner) 

Canada  Goose 

Oct . 

14 

2  large  glocks  150  &  550  Eamburg( Borune ) 

Nov 

p 

50, Nov  8  (L)  12  Helmuth  (Beal) 

Gadwall 

IT 

lo¬ 

-12 

Burnt ship  Creek  (Beardslee  et  al) 

Balapate 

TT 

se 

46  Hyde  Pk.  Niagara  Falls  (Tuttle) 

Blue -w  Teal 

IT 

12 

(L) 

00  (Ecklers) 

Good  Luck 

IT 

12 

(L) 

00  (Ecklers; 

Bedhead 

Oct . 

8 

(F) 

30  Buffalo  Harbor  (Savage) 

Surf  Scoter 

IT 

50 

(L) 

Grand  Is.  ( Kelly  ,  thins  f i  eld  ) 

Airier.  Scoter 

IT 

2  2 

(L) 

5  Dunkirk  (Beardslee  et  al) 

Buddy  Luck 

ho  V  . 

o 

(L) 

5  Green  Lake,  Orchard  park  (Helstrom) 

Turkey  Vulture 

Oct. 

p  p 

Cij 

(D 

00  (Ecklers) 

Go  shawk 

Nov. 

25 

( F) 

Cattaraugus  Indian  Res,.  (Prochnow) 

Cooper Ts  Hawk 

TT 

( L )&26  Helmuth  (Beal) 

Red-sh.  Hawk 

TT 

4 

(L) 

00  (Ecklers) 

Coo  t 

IT 

9 

(L) 

1  Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee). 

2  Burntship  Creek  (Mitchell) 

killdeer 

TT 

50 

(L) 

1  NR  at  Bridgeburg,  Ont.  (Savage) 

Wilson’s  Snipe 


Gr.  Yellowlegs 

P< 

Gull 


Red-b.  Sandpiper 


Gt .  31ack-b. 

Kit ti wake 
Laughing  Gull 
Franklin’s  Gull 
Little  Gull 

Forster’s  Tern 

Common  Tern 

Mourning  Dove 


Belted  Kingfishe 
21.  Flicker 
Pileated  Woodpe^1' 


2Jov. 

IT 

IT 

II 

»l 

IT 

i| 

II 
If 
IT 
if 
it 
IT 
if 
IT 
IT 
if 
IT 
IT 
if 


3 

3 

3 

19 

9 

9 

16 

7 

9 

7 

3 

11 

23 

19 
26 
16 
2  6 
12 

20 


(L) 
(L) 
f  L) 
( F) 
f  F) 
(L) 
(F) 
(F) 
(L) 


Crystal  Beach,  Out.  ( Kelly , Mansfield ) 
Grand  Is.  (Verrill) 

Ft.  Erie 

Iliagara  Falls  (Booth,  Thorpe) 

1  UK  at  Bridgeburg,  Out .( Kelly .Mansfield ) 
NR  Buffalo  (kelly,  Mansfield) 

19  (L)  1  IIP  Buffalo  (Beardslee) 

8,  1  UP  Buffalo  (Mitchell) 

Fuhrmann  Dr.  Buffalo  ( Kelly , Mansfield ) 


1 

& 

& 

1 

1 

1 


'SEE  UOTE  BELOV/ 


2< 


_  UR  (Mitchell) 

(L)  1  UR  ( E .  Mansfield) 

Buffalo  (Beardslee) 

(L)  Grand  Is  (Ecklers) 

44  Grand  Is.  (Beardslee  et  al) 
6c  30  (L)  Leroy  (Has  el  ton) 

(  L )  Do  lawar e  P ark  ( II i t  ch e  1 1 ) 

(L)  00  (Ecklers) 

&  18  Emery  Park  (V/ild,  James) 
Findley  Lake  (Creighton) 


:6  Soar  Vail ey  (  Wand e r  ) 
Red-bellied  Woodpecker  -  daily 


Acadian  Fly catch 
22.  Horned  Lark 


r  Sept. 17  (D) 


2Jov. 

IT 


Tuff ted 
Red-br. 


Titmouse 

Uuthatch 


5 

11-12 
3  to 


at  feeding  sta.  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

2  Wilson  (Brockner,  Brown) 

00  (Ecklers) 

Spil  ngvillo( Brocknor ,  Herndon, Somers ide ) 


30,  Helmuth  (Beal) 


M 

Ail 


go 


h 


Prairie 
Robin 

Hermit  Thrush 


Wren 


Bluebird 
Pipit 
Northern 
Redwing 

Rusty  Blackbird 


Shrike 


Bronzed 

Cowbird 

Cardinal 


Grackle 


Oct . 
22 o  v. 

if 

»1 

IT 

IT 

if 

IT 

Oct. 

Uov. 


12 

16 

4 

14 

17 

19 

1 

22 

3 

11 

22 

3 


Purple  Finch 


1  Em  0  ry  p  ar  k  (V/ild) 

&  17  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

( L )  Dunkirk  ( Bourne ) 

(L)  Leroy  (Hazelton) 

Niagara  Falls  (Tuttle) 

(L)  Specimen  picked  up  dead  in  yard 

Hamburg  (Creighton) 

(L)  Grand  Island  (Madison  et  al ) 

(L)  Buffalo  (Brockner) 

Many  reports  during  Uovember 
(L)  1000  Grand  Is.  (Verrill) 

(L)  Cheektowaga  ( Brockner , Herndon, Somers ide ) 
(L)  00  (Ecklers) 

(L)  50  Grand  Is.  (Verrill) 

Few  compared  with  last  year  at  this  season, 
all  records  from  Cattaraugus  Creek  Valley 
Several  reports  from  Iliagara  Falls(  Tuttle ) 

Holland  (Verrill 

and  Forest  Lawn  ( Almend inger ,  Mitchell) 

probably  this  species  Helmuth  (Beal) 

1  Delaware  Park  (McDonald  et  al ) 
Helmuth  (Beal) 

Chestnut  liiuge  (Bourne) 

if  >1  IT 

Leroy , (Hazelton ) 

Grand  Is.  (Madison  et  al ) 

Holland  (James  ) 

Grand  Is.  (Kelly,  Mansfield) 

*U0TE  -  Regarding  the  Forster’s  Tern  above  recorded,  it  had  uniform 
gray  back  and  tail  coloration.  The  black  line  through  the  eye,  however 
was  continued  as  a  somewhat  broken  black  band  around  tho  back  of  the 
head.  I  had  never  previously  observed  a  tern  in  this  plumage,  but  I 
have  since  examined  a  number  of  specimens  of  Forster’s  Tern  at  the 

at  Ann  Arbor. 


Pine  Grosbeak 

-s-H 

■O 

<J 

♦ 

17 

1  bird 

IT 

19 

Pine  Siskin 

IT 

14 

(F)  1 

IT 

25 

5 

Goldfinch 

*T 

25 

15 

TT 

26 

(L) 

Vesper  Sparrow 

i| 

1 

(L) 

Fox  Sparrow 

IT 

7 

(L) 

Snow  Bunting 

IT 

16 

(F)  wO 

U.  of 


7\/r 

Av‘i 


ich igan 


ex 

Museum 


These  were  several  fall  specimens  which  showed  a  h lack,. partly  broken 
band  extending  around  the  back  of  the  head,  with  a  ppearance  like  the 
bird  above  reported, 

H»  D.  Mitchell 


NOTES 

The  number  of  species  reported  for  November  1939  totalled  92,  with 
2  new  for  the  year.  This  compared  with  92  species  reported  in 
November,  1938,  with  1  new  for  the  year. 

Early  December  records  include  Mockingbird  at  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 
and  Snowy  Owl  at  Bethlehem  Steel  Plant,  Lackawanna. 

On  Oct.  1  Prof,  W.  P.  Alexander  reported  3  Cardinals  at  E,  Otto  and 
remarked  that  this  was  the  first  summer  when  he  considered  Cardinals 
common  along  the  Allegany  River  Valley  near  Quaker  Bridge. 

The  following  winter  visitants  were  reported  in  the  bulletins  of  the 
Burroughs  -  Audubon  Nature  Club  and  the  Genesee  Ornithological,  Snow 
Buntings  for  the  week  of  Nov.  3rd;  Purple  Sandpiper  at  Braddocks  Bay, 
Nov,  10th;  Pine  Siskin  Nov,  24;  Glaucous  and  Iceland  Gulls,  Red 
Breasted  Nuthatches,  Red  Crossbill,  Pec*  1st.  Also  recorded  for  the 
month  were  Brant,  Swamp  and  Song  Sparrows,  Cedar  Waxwings  and  Robin. 

The  Bulletin  of  New  England  Bird  Life  for  Oct.  16th  to  Nov.  15th 
reports  surprisingly  late  records  of  strangling  land  birds  as  Black¬ 
billed  euckoo  on  Oct,  24th;  7  Arkansas  Kingbirds  Oct  21  to  Nov.  5th 
from  five  different  places;  Crested  Flycatcher  Oet.  12-16;  Various 
Barn  Swallows,  Oct.  27th,  Nov,  12th;  Brown  Thrasher  Nov.  15th;  Orange 
Crowned  W abler  Nov.  15th;  Black-throated  Blue,  Yellow  Breasted  Chat 
and  other  Warblers  for  a  total  of  twelve  most  of  which  remained  until 
near  the  middle  of  November;  Scarlet  Tanager  Oct.  29th;  DicJkcissel 
Oct,  19th;  Henslow,  Sharp -tailed.  Seaside,  Chipping  and  Lincoln 
Sparrows,  all  remained  late. 

Pine  Grossbeaks  are  reported,  and  large  flocks  of  ducks  appear  off 
the  coast.  The  rarer  visitors  include  Whistling  and  Mute  Swans, 

Bl-ck  Gyrfulcon,  Eu~31ack-hoaded  Gull  and  Bohemian  W^xwing. 


The  following  articlo  comes  from  a  subscriber  near  Philadelphia 
whoso  observations  should  prove  of  interest  for  comparison  with -our 
local  conditions.  Editor 


OBSERVATIONS  from  Chester  County,  Penna, 

My  twelve  acre  farm,  in  Chester  County,  penna.  except  for  a  small 
yard  and  garden  around  the  house,  lies  on  the  sloping  hillside  of  a 
valley,  with  a  creek  winding  through  the  fields  across  the  road.  More 
than  half  othe  property  is  either  woodlot  or  abandoned  fields,  with 
only  a  small  part  under  cultivation. 

On  March  18,  I  found  a  Pheasant  nest  with  16  eggs.  On  March  25th 
there  were  16  eggs,  and  on  March  28  the  nest  was  empty  (probably  the 
work  of  crows). 

Except  for  the  pheasant  record,  these  observations  cover  the  period 
from  June  2^rd> to  the  middle  of  July. 

A  log  suet-feeding  station  attracted  Tufted  Titmouse,  Downy  &  Hairy 
Woodpecker,  White-breasted  Nuthatch  and  Indigo  Bunting.  So  popular  and 
well -liked  was  this  station  that  the  birds  fed  unafraid^ wi th  observers 
only  a  few  yards  away.  Wrens,  Gold-finches,  Robins,  Catbirds,  English 
and  Song  Sparrows  fed  from  a  seed  filled  coconut  shell,  eating  the 
sunflower  seeds  before  all  others. 


3 


near 

*3 


the  top  of  a  light  pole  in 


A  pair  of  wrens  had  a  nest  in  a  hole 
the  yard,  „  numerous  observers  did  not  disturb  their  routine.  The  male 
sang  from  two  song  perches  and  both  birds  carried  food  to  the  young  who 
we  re  ready  to  leave  the  nest  on  July  11th.  of 

A  single  climbing  rose  bush  housed  the  nests/  a  pair  of  Catbirds,  Cong 
Sparrows  and  Robins  and  three  pairs  of  English  Sparrows.  The  departure 
of  the  young  delayed  the  trimming  of  the  bush. 

Baltimore  and  Orchard  Orioles,  Meadow  Larks,  Oven  Birds,  Cardinals, 
Wood  Thrushes,  Wood  Peewee,  Phoebe,  Kingbirds,  a  pair  of  Humming  Birds, 
Vesper  and  Savannah  Sparrows,  Bob  White,  Killdeer,  Flicker.  Scarlet 
and  Chimney  Swift  are  all  seen  or  heard  in  considerable 


Tanager , 


number: 


around  the  place.  Wrens,  Catbirds,  Barn  Swallows,  Cold  finches,  Robins 


and  English  Sparrow  are  present  in  greatest  numbers. 

Every  evening  a  Blk. -crowned  Right  Heron  kept  company  with  a  Great 
Blue  Heron  on  the  creek  bank  of  the  opposite  farm,  in  plain  view  from 
my  front  porch. 

L.Holaeman 


MEETING  OF  November  8,  1939 


The  following  people  were  voted  into  the  society  as  associate  members; 
Mr.  Leighton  Jackson  and  Mr,  R.  G.  Van  Deventer. 

We  renewed  our  annual  membership  in  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural 
Sciences. 

The  Gyrfalcon,  which  cur  organization  purchased  in  conjunction  with 
the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  was  displayed.  Because  of 
present  discussion  among'  taxonomists  concerning  the  ranges  and  species 
of  Gyrfalcons,  this  specimen, collected  at  Angola  a  few  years  back,  for 
the  time  being  will  be  listed  as  plain  "Gyrfalcon’’ . 

Tom  Bourne  is  investigating  a  record  of  a  Wood  Ibis  at  Belmont,  II. Y. 


MEETING  OF  NOVEMBER  29,  1939 


TT  - 
l '  Li 


The  meeting  agreed  to  have  the  club  join  the  Buffalo  Society  of 
turai  Sciences  Hobby  Council.  The  Council,  as  proposed,  would  be  a. 
union  of  all  the  affiliated  organizations  of  the  Museum.  The  purpose 
11  be  to  get  together  and  read  papers,  publish  scientific  reports. 


i'J 


and  as  has  been  suggested,  sponsor  a  lecture  given  by  some  outstanding 
scientist .. 

Robert  Mansfield  and  Ward  Klopfer  presented 


delightful  lecture  on  a 


herding  trip  along  the  Atlantic  coast  from  the  shores  of  ITcv;  Jersey  north 
to  Cape  Cod.  On  the  trip  taken  in  the  spring  of  this  year,  beeween 
May  Is  to  the  21st,  they  observed  many  species  of  cirds  cozens  of  which 
never  occur  in  Western  New  York.  Two  black  Skimmers  purple  Crackles, 
Seaside  Sparrows,  and  over  80  Ospreys  were  just  a  few. 

A  very  interesting  sidelight  of  their  trip  was  a  stop  at  the  Austin 
Bird  Banding  Station  on  Cape  Cod.  Their  praise  and  clear  descriptions 
of  Dr,  Austin’s  work  and  estate  will  make  every  member  who  goes  near 
C^pe  Cod,  want  to  visit  this  highly  interesting  spot.. 

Robert  presented  the  lecture  raid  Ward  showed  kodachrcme  movies  and 
still  shots  that  he  made  while  on  the  trip. 

W Brockner 
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FUTURE  SVENS 


MEETINGS:  Jan.  10, 

1940 

Wednesday  -  8:  P.H.  Humboldt  Room, 

Buffalo  Society  of  Science. 

Pictures  by  Mr.  Eckler 

Jan.  24, 

1940 

Wednesday  -  8:00  P.H.  Humboldt  Room, 

Buffalo  Society  of  Science.  C.  S.  Be  .rdsloe 

A  study  of  moulting  as  an  aid  to  i  dent  if  icatioi 

FIELD  TRIPS: 

Dec.  24, 

1959 

CHRISTMAS  CENSUS  -  Dr.  Lee  Herndon 

BIRD  LORE  CHRISTINAS  CERSUS 


Dr.  Lee  Herndon  outlined  the  plans  for  this  census  and  in  apportion¬ 
ing  the  territories  made  the  following  divisions  and  assignments; 


James  Savage 
W.  Brocluier 
C.  Somersides 
C.  Beardslee 
F .  Tilley 
A.  Wander 


Niagara  River  along  Canadian  shore  to  Niagara  Falls 
Canadian  shore  and  Willoughby  Harsh. 

Buckhorn  Island  and  Bumtship  Creek  area. 

Beaver  Island  and  up  to  Bush  Road. 

Base  Line  Rd  to  West  R.  &  White  Haven  to  Bush  Rd. 

”  ”  ”  East  R.  ,T  ,T  ”  "  " 


W.  Vaughan 


B.  Schwenger 


IT 


IT 


if 


East  R. 


TT 


"  Heronry  Woods 


H. 

D. 

Mitchell 

Amer  ican 

Shore  , 

Buffalo  to 

Niagara  Falls. 

y 

U  • 

C. 

Ulrich 

Lincoln  I 

'ark ,  Delaware  Pk. 

&  Forest  Lawn. 

T. 

?>  *r 
lv‘l  . 

Kelly 

Sheridan 

Dr.  to 

Tonawanaa , 

Delav/are  Ave  to  River  Rd. 

R. 

Ma 

ns  field 

IT 

IT 

i — 1 

3 

r*H 

o 

TT  ,T  ,r  Nia. Blvd . 

Bear  Swamp  -  to  Niagara  Falls  Blvd. 


When  planning  these  censuses,  the  leaders  always  try  to  vary  the 
assignments  and  give  each  member  a  choise  of  the  place  he  wishes  to 
cover.  Members  should  feel  free  to  approach  any  of  the  leaders  whose 
territories  they  would  like  to  canvas. 

Send  all  reports  to  Dr.  Lee  Herndon,  62  Walton  Dr.  Snyder,  N.Y. 
Telephone:  Amherst  0115.  An  early  return,  immediately  after  five  P.H. 
if  possible,  will  help  the  leaders  compile  the  total  of  this  census. 

Use  the  printed  forms  and  in  the  new  A.  0.  U.  order.  Giving  species 
and  numbers. 


Jan.  21,  1940  Chestnut  Ridge  Parks  and  Lukes  south  of 

Buffalo.  (Hr.  and  Mrs.  Creighton) 

Time  .uid/al^ce  in  January  Pro thono tary . 
me  e  ting 


EDITOR’S  NOTE 


The  st.*ff 
subscribers 


of  the  Prothouotnr:/  will  be  interested  to  know  if 


desire  back  numbers  to  complete  their  files.  Will 
persons  who  want  such  copies  send  their  requests  to  any  of  the 


p-P 
Vj  i 


the  Pro thono  tury •  If  there  is  a 
to  run  as  many  back  numbers  as  may  be  needed. 


sufficient  demuid  we  shall 


any 

officers 
be  glad 


Editor  -  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  195  LaSalle  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.  Y 

f  ^  -t  T  ”  •$  f'*  r'*  T5  4-  "Us  <■  C ,  vtah  .  •»  2  O  1 1  "TT\  .*■>  **}  .  tut.  -v*  r~>  A  Tf  n  T9  i  t  -P  r  "1  r\ 


re,.wSurer  -  Miss  Bertha  Schwenger,  526  Delaware  Ave. 
usinoss  Llanaerer  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Av 


Buffalo , 
Buff a lo 


N.  Y. 
N.  Y. 


f 


4 


Published,  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo,  hew  York 

THE  MONTH 


The  temperature  for  the  month  averaged  plus  2.5°  above  normal.  The 
precipitation  of  3.00  inches  was  below  normal.  High  winds  Dec.  7 
54  mi.  per  hr.,  Dec.  10,  £1  and  31  -  47  mi.  per  hr. 

In  spite  of  a  comparatively  warm  December,  there  was  a  lack  of 
reports  of  summer  resident  or  migrant  stragglers,  such  as  Kingfisher, 
Red-headed  woodpecker,  Blackbirds  or  Meadowlarks,  recorded  in 
several  recent  years.  The  cold  November  preceding  may  account  for 
their  scarcity  this  winter. 

NOTE; /OH THY  RECORDS 


Horned  Grebe 

Dec 

6 

Double-cr.  Cormorant 

13 

Great  Blue  Heron 

Dec 

3 

TT 

31 

Whistling  Swan 

TT 

24 

Gadwall 

TT 

• 

9 

TT 

22 

White-w.  Scoter 

TT 

31 

Surf  Scoter 

TT 

23 

Sharp  -sh .  Hawk 

TT 

24 

Marsh  Hawk 

TT 

23 

TT 

23 

Pigeon  Hawk 

Nov 

.30 

Glaucous  Gull 

Dec 

6 

Iceland  Gull 

TT 

23 

Mourning  Dove 

TT 

24 

Snowy  Owl 

TT 

9 

N.  Flicker 

TT 

14 

N.  Horned  Lark 

TT 

31 

Winter  Wren 

TT 

15 

Mockingbird 

TT 

3 

TT 

24 

Cardinal 

TT 

TT 

24 

31 

Purple  Pinch  Delaware 

Pk 

Pine  Grosbeak 

Dec 

3 

Goldf inch 

TT 

31 

Swamp  S p ar row 

TT 

13 

If 

-  11;  Dec.  19  -  2,  (L)  Dunkirk  (Bourne) 

1  Niagara  Palls  (Beardslee) 

23,  24  00  ( Eckler ) 

(L)  Pt.  Abino,  Ont.  (Dibble,  Jameson) 

(L)  3  Pt.  Abino,  Ont.  ?T  ,T 

-  6  Grand  Island  (Savage) 

-  1  (L)  Goat  Island  (Mitchell 

(L)OPt.  Aoino,  Ont .( Almendinger , Seeber , Mitchell 

-  1  (L)  Buffalo  Harbor  (Savage) 

00  (Eckler) 

(L)  Grand  Island  Savage 
CL)  00  (Eckler) 

T  onawanda  ( Eame  s ) 

(p)  1  Imm.  Dunkirk  (Bourne) 

(p)  Buffalo  Harbor  (Savage) 

00  (Eckler) 

The  lack  of  Long  eared  or  Short  eared  Owls 
is  noteworthy. 

(i)  2  Bethlehem  Steel  PI.  Lack awanna( Creighton) 
( L )  Dunkirk  ( Bourne ) 

20  Wainfleet,  Ont .  ( Almendinger ,  Seeber , Mitch e 
(L)  1  Goat  Island  (Beardslee) 

Chestnut  Kidge  Park  (Bourne,  Wilson) 

Hamburg  (Creighton) 

2  Pt.  Abino,  Ont.  (Dibble,  Jameson) 

1  ,T  ”  (Seeber) 

(James),  00 (Eckler),  Morgan [s  Pt. Ont. (Mitchell ) 
Wilson  (Beardslee  et  al ) 

Pt.  Abino,  Ont.  (Dibble,  Jameson) 

(L)  1  Goat  Is.  (Beardslee) 

t .  (Almendinger) 


CHRISTMAS  CENSUS,  DECEMBER  24,  1939 


Buffalo,  N.  Y .  ( Centering  from  Grand  Island,  including  Buffalo  and 
Niagara  Balls),  Pair;  2  in  of  snow  on  ground,  small  lakes  frozen, 
wind  light.  Temp.  16°  to  22^;  13  parties  made  up  as  follows: 

A  -  Buffalo  Harbor,  C ansi i an  Shore,  Niagara  River  &  Goat  Island  (Savage, 

Bourne,  Wilson) 

B  -  La.ce  Erie  to  Willoughby  Marsh,  Ont .  ( Brookner ,  Brown,  Booth, 

Dibble,  Jameson) 

C  -  Buckhorn  Island  A  vicinity  (Somerside) 

■k  -  North  East  Section  Grand  Island  (Vaughan,  Seeber,  Grotke) 

West  Central  "  rt  ,T  (Tilley) 

A*  D*  &  H ,  V/ander,  Verrill) 

Beard slee , Hadis on ,palinski , Baker, 

fii'VBii*  Prochnow,  Stanley  ,?aepke  ) 
°11,  Dittmer,  Thorpe, 

Almond inger ) 


E 

P 

G 


East  Central 
South  End- 


IT 


If 

l! 


Tl 

It 


H  -  American  Shore  of  Niagara  River 


I 

J 

K. 


L 

M 


Lincoln  Park  (Ulrich) 
To na Wanda,  E.  of  Do law are 
Tonrvvanda,  W. 


IT 


It 


ve.  (Mansfield,  Collar,  Hr.&  Mrs.illepf er ) 
(Hr.  b  Mrs.  Nelly) 

II.  Tonawand-.  to  Ni  .gar':.  F<3Lls  (Schwenger,  Wendling,  Tuttle) 

Delaware  Park  &  Forest  L-wn  b  Bennett  Quarry  (Herndon,  Wight  man ) 

Letters  .f ter  cert  .in  species  listed  below  refer  to  i.bove  groups 
reporting  their  occurrence: 


Double-cr.  Cormorant  (H),  II  li  ra  186,  Rea-legged  raid  Common  Black 
Luck  1307,  B HLdp'-t e  2  (A),  Pintail  40  (A,H),  Green-wingod  To  1  4 

(Li  in  A  territory),  Redhead  4  (A),  Canv..s-b^ck  1725,  (A,G),  Gre  ...ter  & 
Lesser  Sc  up  1366  Amor.  Golden-eye  2980,  Buff lo -head  19  (A,H),  Old 
Squ>w  36,  White-winged  Scoter  1  (A),  Hooued  Merganser  5,  (C,G),  Amur. 
Merg.nser  725,  Rod-br.  Merganser  50,  Sharp -shinned  Hawk  1  (J), 

Cooper  Ts  Hc.wk  1  (J),  Red-t  .iled  Hawk  4  (3,C,F,J),  Rough -logged  H  wk  8, 


territory),  Scroech  Owl  2  (L,  E),  Great  Homed  Owl  1  (P),  Hairy 
Woodpeoker-2  (D )  ,  Downy  Woodpecker  46,  Northern  Horned  Lark  7  (L,G), 
Prairie  Horned  Lark  70  (d,E,G),  Blue  Jay  59,  Crow  555,  Chickadee  203, 

White-br.  Nuthatch  15,  Brown  Creeper  21  (15  in  D)  .  Robin  1  (L),  Hermit 
Thrush  1  (A,  Dufferin  Is),  Golden-cr.  Ringlet  15  ( A,D) ,  Northern  Shrike 

3  ( B , C ,D) ,  Starling  2001,  English  Sparrow  1212,  Cardinal  3  (L),  Gold¬ 
finch  11  (B,D,G  9  in  D)  ,  Slate-col.  Junco  12  (A,D,M),  Tree  Sparrow  318, 
Song  Sparrow  6  (H,  Li  in  A  Territory),  Lapland  Longspur  4  (G),  Snow 
Bunting  1  (L).  Total  56  species  and  subsp.  18,732  individuals. 


was  the  Hermit  Thrush  observed  by  James  Savage  at  the  Lufferin  Islands, 
IT  x  tx  T^alls  Oil  • 

Among  the  ducks,  Canvasbacks  and  Golden  Eye  showed  an  increase  over 
numbers  reported  on  any  previous  census,  whereas  most  species  showed  a 
decrease.  Less  than  half  the  number  of  large  hawks  were  reported 
than  in  1958,  and  owls  appear  to  be  scarcer  than  usual.  We  missed  a 
number  of  soecias  often  reported  in  previous  censuses  such  as  Loon, 
Horned  Grebe,  Great  Blue  Heron,  Rod-headed  Woodpecker,  Meadowlark, 
Redwing,  Cowbird,  Rusty  Blackbird,  Redpoll,  or  Swamp  Sparrow. 
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ro command  Donald 
be  ,Tread  and 
in  store  for 
life  of 


Curloss 


For  the  long  winter  evenings.  I 
Works*  His  are  the  boohs  that  may 
loved  again.”  Surely,  pleasure  is 
touchingly  beautiful  and  revealing 
Wilderness”.  For  every  day  of  the  ye 

there  is  a  little  gem  of  an  essay,  sparkling  and  inspiring, 
beauty  and  charm  of  the  exquisite  ’’Book  of  Hours”  leaves  one  breathless 
Here  we  find  his  experience  listening  to  the  song  of  the  thrush  and  the 


A  udubon 


Peatt ie  T s 
re-read  and  loved  and 
those  who  read  that 
’’Singing  in  the 


17 ear  in  ”An  Almanac  for  Moderns” 


The  sheer 


7/ i  Is  on  and 


memory  of  our  experience  comes  to  us.  The  book  must  be  read,  for  it 
cannot  be  described.. 

”1  walked  in  the  woods  this  morning,  because  I  wanted  the  sky  and  no 
roof  overhead o  I  wanted  to  begin  to  write  about  the  great  amateurs  of 
American  ornithology  by  reading  first  a  page  of  their  own  grand  original 
source  book  -  ”  so_ begins  the  chapter  ’’Wilderness  Birdsmen, 

Audubon”  in”Green  Laurels”. 

To  really  enjoy  ”A  Gathering  of  Birds”  one  must  own  a  copy, 
a  prose  anthology  of  selected  essays  by  noted  ornithologists  with 
brief  biography  of  each.  Hr.  Peattie  is  the  author  of  these  highly 
interesting  and  entertaining  accounts  of  men  who  have  written  memorably 
about  birds.  Hudson,  Muir,  Beebe,  Chapman,  white ,  Jeffries  are  here  - 
all  noted  for  literary  excellence  as  well  as  their  knowledge  of  birds. 


Here  is 


Note  this  passage  from  Hudson: 
or  some  elevated  place  to  open 
artists  conventional  figure  o; 


The 


Do  you  like  fine  photographs?  Examine 


Upland  Plover  ” alights  on  a  post 
and  hold  its  wings  up  vertically  -  the 
an  angel.” 


a 


copy  of  ’’This  Is  Living” 


Cornie  E.  Moore. 


On  the  morning  of  July  9,  of  last  summer,  my  son  and  I  were  awakened 
about  6  A. Li.  by  an  unusually  raucous  commotion  among  crows  in  a  tree 
fifty  rods  from  our  home  in  Richmond,  Maine.  Hushing  to  the  window,  we 
saw  six  crows  dashing  excitedly  at  something  in  the  ground  beneath  the 
tree.  As  we  watched,  two  objects  fluffed  continously  up  and  down.  My 
son  Kichard  rushed  out  ahead  of  me,  and  we  both  saw  a  large  accipiter 
rise  from  the  ground  and  fly  away.  On  the  ground  was  a  fully  matured 
young  crow  ’with  his  breast  half  eaten  away,  but  still  very  much  alive. 
Richard  delivered  the  coup  de  grace.  Forbush  says  that  goshawks  attack 
crows  in  this  manner,  but  I  had  never  previously  witnessed  a  crow 
being  attacked  by  a  hawk. 

R.  U.  Verrill. 


DOTES 


71  Species  were  reported  for  December,  1939,  compared  with  88  in 
December,  1938.  For  the  year,  1939,  our  total  of  species  and  identifi¬ 
able  subspecies  stands  at  252  plus  5  hypothetical  records  and  1  report 
of  a  Bewick’s  Wren  to  be  investigated.  The  outstanding  record  was  the 
occurrence  of  the  flock  of  12  Glossy  Ibis  at  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  on 
Apr.  29,  the  first  record  in  a  great  many  years.  Of  particular  interest 
was  the  first  record  here  of  Brewster’s  Warbler  and  the  first  record 
for  several  years  of  Wilson’s  Phalarope  and  Worm-eating  Warbler. 

Also  of  especial  interest  during  1939  were  American  Eider,  Purple 
Sandpiper,  Zumlien’ s  Gull,  Zittiwake,  Franklin’s  Gull,  Little  Gull,  a 

number  of  Mockingbird  records,  Kentucky  Warbler,  Pine  and  Evening 
Grosbeaks  and  Hoary  Redpoll. 
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In  spite  of  the  high  total  for  the  year,  v/e  missed  several  species 
reported  in  recent  years,  such  as  Red-thorated  Loon,  Blue  and  Show 
Goose,  European  widgeon,  western  Willet,  Northern  and  Had  Phalaropes, 
Saw-whet  Owl,  Blue-gray  Gnutcatcher,  Prairie  Warbler,  Yellow-br.  Chat, 
Red  and  White~w.  Crossbill  and  Nelson’s  Sparrow*  If  any  of  our 
members  have  observed  any  of  these  birds  during  1959,  will  they 
please  advise  the  statisticians. 

On  January  1,  1940  several  parties  tool:  field  trips  to  various 
localities.  On  Grand  Island,  7/m.  Vaughan,  Nay  and  Richard  Verrill 
observed  51  species  including  screech  Owl,  Northern  Horned  Lark,  Brown 
Thrasher,  Hermit  Thrush  and  Cardinal.  Hr.  Van  Derventer,  with  Dr.  Lee 
and  sons  observed  27  species  including  1  Bald  Eagle  at  Motor 
2  Hooded  Merganser,  Screech  Owl  and  42  Mourning  Doves  on  Grand 
Mrs.  Eclcler  observed  Great  Horned  and'  Barred  Owl. 
the  Niagara  Loop,  James  Savage  observed  17  species 


Herndon 
Island , 

Island.  L,n . 

On  a  trip  around 


-  and 


of  Ducks  including  5  Gadwall,  1  Baldoate,  8  Pintail,  5  Ring-necked 
Duck  and  1  Hooded  Merganser. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Creighton  report  that  a  Mockingbird  is  spending  the 
winter  on  or  near  the  Allen  estate  on  South  Park  Ave.  near  the 
Hamburg  limits. 

We  acknowledge  with  thanks  receipt  of  an  extract  from  scientific 
publications  of  the  Cleveland  Museum  of  Natural  History,  issued  Dee* 28 
1959,  entitled  Birds  of  Eastern  Newfoundland,  by  John  W.  Aldrich  and 
David  C.  Nutt.  This  booklet  contains  some  very  interesting  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  bird  life  of  this  comparatively  little  known  island. 

George  Thorp  writes  from  Bottle  Point  Hey  in  Florida  Bay  that  he 
has  been  returning  the  visit  of  the  Great  V/hite  Heron  at  Pymatuning 
in  May,  1958  but  that  he  expects  to  receive  a  better  reception.  He 
is  camping  with  Bob  Allen,  who 
Spoonbills. 

The  members  of  the  Rochester 
straglers  and  rare  visitors  in 
December  8th.  Winter  Wren  and 


s  studying  the  habits  of  Roseate 


clubs 
the  ir 


have 

area 


Robin,  week 


observed  the  following 

during  the  week  of 

of  Dec.  15.  Little  Gull 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Cedar  Waxwing,  Bronzed  Crackle,  Pine  Grossbeak, 

week  of  December  22nd.  Double-crested  Cormorant,  Baldpate,  Wood-duck, 

^ingr necked  Du<?k,  Humlien’y  Gull,  Little  Gull,  Flicker.  Robin,  Cedar 
vuaxwing.  Red-winged  Blackbird,  Bronzea  Crackle  ana  pine  Siskin. 

Mr.  Edson  also  reported  that  on  the  Christmas  Census  taken  December 
17th,  members  observed  a  total  of  fity-four  species. 

From  George  North,  we  have  the  report  of  the  Christmas  Census  of  the 
Hamilton  Bird  Protection  Society.  Their  Census  taken  on  December  17th 
totaled  61  species,  including  six  of  the  hawks,  a  Milldeer,  Meadow 
Lark,  White -winged  Crossbill,  and  a  Little  Gull. 


MEETING 


of  DECEMBER  15,  1959 


Dr,  Lee  Herndon,  leader  of  the  Christmas  Census,  made  his 
territorial  assignments  at  this  meeting. 

A  motion  was  passed  that  we  contribute  <p5.00  to  the  Hawk  Mountain 
Association.  Hopes  were  expressed  that  some  day  the  Society  might 
visit  this  interesting  and  rare  spot. 


All 

ates 


s  uoscr 
are  75 
staff  will  b 
The  staff 
ers  desire  b 
want  such  co 
Pro  thonotary 
as  many  back 


EDITOR'S  NOTE 

iptions  for  the  Prothonotary  begin  with  the  calender  year, 
'<f  per  year.  Bertha  Schwenger  or  any  of  the  Prothonotary 
e  glad  to  accept,  payments  for  the  coming  year, 
of  the  Prothonotary  will  be  interested  to  know  if  subscrib- 
ack  numbers  to  complete  their  files.  Will  any  persons  who 
pies  send  their  requests  to  any  of  the  officers  of  the 
.  If  there  is  a  sufficient  demand  we  shall  be  glad  to  run 
numbers  as  may  be  needed. 
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FUTURE  EVE1JTS 


The  Consorvation  Forum  has  scheduled  a  School  of  Conservation  for 
February  21  -  22  -  23rd,  with  meetings  on  Thursday  at  the  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Sciences.  Speakers  of  statewide  reputation  w ill  lecture 
and  show  films  on  conservation  matters,  with  the  first  talk  at  9:30  A.M. 
and  continuing  through  the  day. 

For  Wednesday  evening,  February  21,  the  forum  has  secured  Stuart  Chase, 

noted  commentator  on  social  and  economic  problems,  who  will  speak  at 

v8*.00  P.  M.  in  the  auditorium  of  the  Buffalo  State  Teacher’s  College, 

the  title  of  his  topic  being  ’’Rich  hand,  Poor  Land”.  For  tickets  and 

reservations  call  Ruth  V.  Weierheiser  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Sciences. 

\ 

FIELD  TRIPS: 

Jan.  21  -  Sunday  -  Parks  south  of  Buffalo,  Leader*.  James 

Creighton,  Meet  at  297  Highland  Ave. , 
Hamburg,  II.  Y.  9:  A.M. 

Feb.  18  -  Sunday  -  Leroy,  II, Y.  Leader*.  E.  C.  Ulrich, 

Phone:  PA  8696  -  meet  at  Main  City  Line 
Buffal  -  6:15  A. LI.  Lunch -warm  clothing. 

MEETINGS: 

Jan,  24  -  We dues . -  8:00  P.M.  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo  Museum 

of  Science.  C. S.Beardslee ,  A  Study  of 
Moulting  as  an  Aid  to  Identification. 


Wednes.-  6:00  P.M.  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo  Museum 
of  Science,  H.  D.  Mitchell,  7/intering 
Birds,  A  discussion  on  these  birds, 
with  a  display  of  bird  skins. 

Wednes.-  8:00  P.M.  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo 

Museum  of  Science.  Topic  and  speaker  in 
February  issue  of  the  Pro thonotary . 

Editor  -  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Avenue,  Buffalo,  Hew  York 
Treasurer  -  Miss  Bertha  Sohv/enger,  526  Delaware  Ave.,  Buffalo,  H.  Y. 
Business  Manager  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Avenue,  Buffalo,  II.  Y. 


Feb.  14  - 


Feb.  28  - 


Subscription  75/  per  year  payable  to  the  treasurer. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Honorary  President  -  James  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Buffalo,  II. Y. 
president  -  Tom  M.  Hally,  150  Parkwood  Ave.,  Henmore ,  II.  Y. 

Vice-President  -  James  Creighton,  297  Highland  Ave.,  Hamburg,  II.  Y, 
Treasurer  -  Mrs.  R.  D.  Madison,  218  Brantwood  Rd.  ,  Snyder,  II.  Y. 

Recording  Secretary  -  W.  W.  Brockner,  175  Dutton  Ave.,  Buffalo,  II.  Y. 
Correspoixding  Secretary  -  Hiss  E.  Prochnow,  940  Amherst  St. Buffalo,  IT,Y 

Statisticians:  Harold  D.  Mitchell  and  Cl^rk  S,  Boardslee 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buf  f  al  o  ,  New  Y  o  ric 


THE  MONTH 


January,  1940  had  the  coldest  average  temperature  for  the  month 
since  1900,  and  was  6,5°  below  normal.  The  snowfall  of  over  27”  was 
about  9”  above  normal,  but  total  precipitation  was  nearly  an  inch  less 
than  the  average.  Considerable  snow  remained  on  the  ground  during  the 
month  and  many  roads  were  blocked  by  the  drifted  snow.  High  winds:  49 
mi.  per  hr.  on  the  1st,  54  mi.  per  hr.  on  the  21st  am  over  40  mi.  per 
hr.  on  5  other  days.  Comparatively  few  species  of  birds  were  reported 
during  the  month.  The  very  small  numbers  of  gulls  present  at  the  end 
of  the  month  is  especially  noteworthy. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Jan.  1,  1940  -  46  Species  reported  to  start  the  new  year: 

Mallard,  Red-legged  and  Common  Black  Ducks,  Gadwall, 
Baldpate,  Pintail,  Redhead,  Ring-necked  Duck,  Canvas -back ,  Greater 
and  lesser  Scaup  Duck,  Amer.  Golden-eye,  Buff la-head,  Old-squaw, Hooded, 
Amer.  and  Red-breasted  Mergansers,  Rough-legged  Ha wk,  Bald  Eagle, 

Black -backed  Gull,  Herring  Gull, 
Mourning  Dove,  Screech  Owl,  Great 
Horned  Owl,  Barred  Owl,  Downy  vVoodpecker,  Northern  and  Prairie  Horned 
Larks . 


Sp  arro  w  Hawk ,  R ing -n ,  Ph  e  a  s  ant ,  G  t . 
Ring-billed  Gull,  Bonaparte’s  Gull, 


ue  Jay,  Crow,  Black -capped  Chickadee 


,vh  i  t  e  -br .  Nut  ha  tch  , 

Brown  Creeper,  Brown  Thrasher,  Hermit  Thrush,  Golden-cr.  Kinglet .Star¬ 
ling,  English  Sparrow,  Cardinal,  Slate-col.  Junco,  Tree  Sparrow,  Song 

1  p  4  for  localities  visited  and  observers). 


Sparrow.  (See  Vol. 
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Screech  Owl 
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an  17.  1940  Buffalo  (Verrill) 
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numbers  from  new  locations, 
e  arly  migrant  s ,  as  f o 11 ows : 

Grand  Is.  (Elepfer) 

Lincoln  Park  (Beardslee) 

Orchard  Park  (Winship  and 
I-Ii  Her  sport  (Beardslee) 

Go wand a  (Beal) 

Hamburg  (Wilson) 

Hamburg  (Creighton) 

>9  Blanchard  Rd*  So. Wales 
since  (James) 

Snyder  (Gordon  B.  Cleversley, 

Evening  Hews) 

Holland  (Wilson) 

Holland  (Iliss  Helen  Elsworth ,  rep. James) 
Orchard  Park  (Mrs,  Winship)  13  reported 
same  location  a  week  previous,  and  from 
8  to  20  seen  later  near  Mr. Winship Ts  home. 
Grand  Island  (plop for) 

Is.  (3),  Hamburg  (2  or  3)  and  Gov;  and  a 
by  various  observers  during  month. 

Grand  Is . 


regularly 

rep.  Buffalo 


Jan. 
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If 
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*1 

23 
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(1  thorn  thicket,  13  near  Base 
Line  Ed.  south  end)  by  Lr.  Lee  Herndon. 

C  la  r e  no  e  (  S w  i  f  t ) 
om  Goat  Is. (several  observers),  00  SwampfEcklet 
Shelby  (Somerside)  during  month. 

Indian  Falls  (Beardslee) 

Hansom  Rd.  Grand  Is.  (Klepfer) 

Gowanda  ( Beal ) 


Lancaster  (Mitchell) 


HOPES 


69  species  have  been  reported  for  January,  1940,  compared  with  82 
in  January,  1939. 

A  wintering  White -w.  Scoter  was  observed  Feb.  4  on  the  Hiagara  River 
near  Havy  Island  by  Mr,  &  Mrs.  Creighton. 

Three  Cardinals  regularly  visit  a  feeding  station  in  the  rear  of  the 
residences  of  Mr.  Bradford  S.  Field  and  Mr.  Irving  Williams,  Jr.  on 
Woodview  Court,  Hamburg,  IT.  Y. 

On  Sept.  26,  1938,  a  few  days  after  the  severe  hurricane,  a  Wilson’s 
Petrel  was  observed  on  Lake  Ontario  at  the  mouth  of  the  Genesee  River, 
and  slightly  west  of  the  breakwall ,  b,  Lr.  Gordon  M.  Meade  of  Rochester, 
U.Y.  This  record,  is,  as  far  as  we  know,  the  only  record  from  western 
H.Y.  of  any  exotic  species  brought  here  as  the  probable  result  of  the 
hurricane,  which  deposited  so  many  oceanic  birds  in  northern  Hew  England 
where  it  spent  its  full  force, 

Lr.  Carl  Merkel  of  lit*  Morris,  H.Y,  reports  a  Bewick’s  Wren  at  that 
place  on  May  1,  1939,  We  are  indebted  to  Lr.  Meade  for  this  information. 
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All  AI.1A2IUG  DISCOVHHY 


The  current  January  issue  of  ’’THE  CARDINAL"  reveals  the  discovery  of 
a  new  warbler  by  Marl  W.  Haller  in  the  eastern  panhandle  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  less  than  100  miles  from  Washington,  D.  C,  Considering  the 
number  of  collectors  and  observers,  since  Alexander  Wilson’s  time,  who 
have  covered  many  parts  of  the  eastern  U.S.,  such  a  discovery  is  most 
remarkable ,  and  at  the  same  timey^n  added  incentive  for  bird  students 
to  worn  in  areas  believe  to  have  been  thoroughly  examined  by  previous 
observers . 

Hr.  Haller  proposed  to  call  this  bird  Dendroica  potomac,  Sutton’s 
Warbler,  in  honor  of  hr.  George  Li.  button  of  Cornell  University  and 
Bethany,  w.  Va.,who  has  done  a  great  deal  of  work  on  birds  of  W* Virginia 
hr.  button’s  water-colored  drawing  of  the  new  bird  appears  in  the 
’’Cardinal”,  to  which  our  reader’s  are  referred  for  the  story  and  des¬ 
cription  of  this  discovery. 

One  reason  which  may  account  for  the  overlooking  of  this  bird  in  the 
past  is  that  the  song,  to  both  Hr.  Haller  and  Hr.  J.  Lloyd  Poland,  who 
accompanied  him,  seemed  to  be  that  of  the  Parula  Warbler.  Quoting 
Mr.  Haller  ’’’Squeaking’  brought  to  within  thrity  feet  of  us,  a  bird 
with  broad  yellow  throat  and  breast,  which  at  first  we  took  to  be  a 
Yellow-throated  Warbler,  Dendroica  dominica  (Linnaeus),  but  at  once  the 
bird  sang  the  peculiar  Parula-like  song  that  had  first  attracted  our 
attention}  I  collected  the  bird,  manifestly  a  male,  and,  after  examin¬ 
ing  it  carefully,  decided  it  could  be  neither  a  Parula  nor  a  Yellow- 
throated  Warbler,  though  its  appearance,  to  some  extent,  suggested  both 
sp  ecies" . 

Mr.  Haller  collected  this  bird  on  May  30,  1139  and  on  June  1,  was 
fortunate  to  collect  a  female  about  18  miles  from  the  place  where  the 
male  had  been  taken.  Examination  of  museum  collections  has  revealed 
no  other  specimens  previously  taken. 

Dr,  Sutton,  in  connenting  on  the  discovery,  discusses  the  possibility 
of  the  bird  being  a  hybird  between  the  Yellow-throat ed  Warbler  and  the 
Parula  Warbler,  each  of  which  is  classified  in  a  different  genus,  and 
suggests  that  if  further  work  may  reveal  that  this  is  the  case,  he 
would  be  inclined  to  favor  the  elimination  of  the  present  generic  bars 
between  Dendroica  and  Compso thlypis .  Again  may  I  refor  you  to  the 
article  in  ’’THE  C AUDI UAL”  for  Dr.  Sutton’s  scholarly  discussion  on  the 
subject,  a  s  well  as  Mr.  Haller's  most  interesting  article. 

H:ir old  D.  Mitchell 
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feathers  in  order 
Slight  turn  of  hi: 
full  focus  of  his 


tho  bird  next  began 
head,  over  the  left 
eyes  * 


only 


his 


Having  placed  the  f 
groom  his  shoulders i 
shoulder,  brought  me  into 
Wha t  a  change  o  ccur  e  d l 

No  more  was  he  the  complacent  bird  intent 
Sharpness  and  alertness  replaced  his  laxity 
almost  pierced  the  deepening  mist.  V/ere  my  chills  from 
and  cold  air  or  was  I  raising  the  hair  on  my  hackles  in 
attach?  I  felt  like  laughing  at  his  surprize  but 
spoiled  the  spell.  Those  eyes  never  left  me,  nor 


to 


a  on 
His  cold 


own  grooming, 
/allow  eyes 
the  dampness 
anti cipati on 
that  would  have 
did  he  change  his 


of 


whole 

alien 


posture,  although  his  head  was  turned  one  third  way  around.  His 
mien  as^ed,  "Hoes  that  object  belong  to  the  environment  or  is  it 
and  enemy?”.  as 

I  seemed  to  give  him  an  answer,  for/l  moved  ever  so  slightly  in  an 
attempt  to  leave  the  bird  to  his  own  devises,  he  flew  immediately, 
giving  several  .harsh,  cat-like  calls,  almost  of  chagrin  at  his  stupidity 
During  this  whole  time  the  squirrels  barked  reputedly  from  the 
surrounding  trees,  but  never  in  alarm  or  scoldingly. 

I  followed  and  attempted  unsuccessfully  to  locate  him  again. 

After  a  circuit  of  tho  woodlot  of  not  more  than  four  or  five  acres, 

I  returned  close  to  the  same  spot  intent  on  observing  some  kinglets  in 
the  almost  bare  trees.  These  small  birds  v/ere  visible  to  the  naked 
eye,  and  surprise  of  surprises,  my  friend  the  owl  flew  out  of  a  tree 
top  not  fifteen  feet  away,  having  successfully  doubled  back  and  hidden 
behind  the  slightest  cover  of  a  few  unfallen  leaves  in  the  tree  top. 

During  every  season,  these  rainy  days  occur  each  with  its  peculiar 
adventure,  the  song  sparrow  perched  drenched  on  twig,  pouring  out  his 
song,  the  Wilson  Snipe  winnowing  through  a  misty  sky,  the  7/ood-cocks 
pumping  of  the  Bittern.  Ducks,  Geese,  Warblers  and  all  birds, 
allow'  a  closer  inspection  of  their  intimate  lives  on  such  a 

U  • 


so  ng , 
each , 
day . 
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MEETING  of  JANUARY  10,  1940 


At  our  Jan  10th  meeting,  Mr.  Mitchell  reported  for  the  year  of  1939 
a  total  of  252  species  for  our  territory. 

Harlan  Eckler  again  demonstrated  his  skill  and  technique  in 
photography,  by  his  showing  of  colored  movies  and  stills  from  the  Oak 
Orchard  area. 


MEETING  of  JANUARY  24 


Harold  Mitchell  reported,  that  Clarence  Beals  had  received  an  assist- 
anceship  at  the  kellogg  Sanctuary  under  Dr.  Miles  D.  Pirnie  of  the 
Michigan  State  University.  «e  shall  miss  his  records  from  our 
territory  but  wish  him  /ell  on  his  new  venture. 

Mr.  Beardslee  ,  at  this  meeting  ably  presented  the  topic  of  bird 
moulting,  tracing  this  phenomenon  from  the  fledgling  through  successive 
stages  to  adult  plumages,  using  as  specimens,  scarlet  Tanagers  and 
Hose-breasted  Grosbeaks, 

Mrs*  Ward  Hlepfer  was  elected  an  associate  member. 
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FUTTJ?iE  EVSIITS 


The 


conservation  Forum  has  scheduled  a  School  of  Conservation  for 
the  days  of  February  SI  -  22  -  33.  Heatings  will  be  held  on  Thursday 
February  22  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Sciences.  Speakers  of  statewide 
reputation  will  lecture  and  show  films  on  conservation  matters.  These 
meetings,  open  to  the  public  at  no  charge,  will  begin  at  9 : 30  A.M. 
and  continue  through  the  day  with  the  last  meeting  at  3:00  P.M. 

For  Wednesday  evening,  February  21,  the  forum  has  secured  Stuart 
Chase,  noted  commentator  on  social  and  economic  problems,  who  will 
speak  at  8:00  P.M.  in  the  auditorium  of  the  Buffalo  State  Teacher's 
College,  the  title  of  his  topic  being  ’'Rich  Land,  Poor  Land”  (reserved 
seats  55/,  general  admission  55.  ).  For  tickets  and  reservations  call 
Ruth  V  IVeierheiser  at  the  Buffalo  Mus  eum  of  Sciences. 


February  25rd,  Friday,  Hayes  Friday  Evening  Lecture, 

Buffalo  I.Ius aura  of  Science.  "The  asis  of 
7/ildlife  Conservation  by  Ralph  V 7.  Ring, 

Lire c tor,  Roosevelt  Wildlife  Forest  Experi¬ 
ment-Station,  Syracuse. 


FIELD  TRIPS: 


Feb.  18  -  Sunday  -  Leroy,  II. Y.  Leader*.  E.  C.  Ulrich, 

Phone:  PA-8896  -  meet  at  Main  City  Line 
Buffalo  -  8; 15  A.M.  Lunch,  warm  cloth  inf 


March  10-  Sunday  -  lliagara  Loop,  Leader;  V/inston  Brockner 

Phone:  HU-1177,  meet  at  Peace  Bridge 
8; 00  a.m.  Bring  lunch. 


MEETINGS: 


March  31-  Sunday  - 


Feb,  28  -  V/ed. 


Sinks  -  Leader:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kratzer 
see  March  PRO TH 0 E 0 T ARY  for  meeting 
place . 

8:00  P.II.  Buffalo  Museum  of  Scienco 
Humboldt  Room,  Mrs,  Hickman, 

’'Birds  of  Swi  tzerland ,T . 


March  15  -  7/ed, 


8:00  P.M.  Buffalo  Museum  of  Scienco 
Humboldt  Room.  Speaker  and  topic 
announced  later. 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MOUTH 


The  daily  temperature  for  the  month  averaged  plus  0*7°  over  normal. 
Precipitation  was  alightly  above  normal.  Minimum  temperature  for  the 
month  4°  above  zero  on  Feb.  16th.  Maximum  43°  on  Febl  12th,  with  a 
deficiency  of  -186°  since  Jan.  1.  High  winds  45  mi.  per  hr.  Feb.  12th. 


The  noticeably  small  numbers  of  gills  and  of  most  land  birds  during 
the  month  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  lack  of  food,  due  to  heavy  ice_, 
from  24”  to  36”  thick^  on  the  lakes,  and  portions  of  the  Niagara  River 
and  deep  snow  over  a  large  portion  of  our  territory. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


500  Grand  Island  (Tuttle) 

1000  ”  ”  (Mitchell) 

The  only  duck  showing  a  noticeable  increase 
in  numbers  during  February. 

1  Uiagara  R.  opp.  Navy  Is.  (Creighton) 

1  Hamburg  (Bourne) 

1  Grand  I  si'  .  d  (Jameson) 

Reported  from  Niagara  River  by  several 
observers . 

Fuhrman  Dr.,  Buffalo  (Bourne) 

also  seen  earlier  in  year,  Some  place 

( Creighton) 

2  Dunkirk  (Bourne) 

1  North  end  Grand  Is,  (Creighton) 

Regularly  reported  Orch  rd  Park  (Winship) 
Busti  Av.  near  Pe.no  Bridge  (Vvander) 
Probable  Nest,  Grand  Is .  ( Brocknor  ,Boo  th, 
Thorpe ) 

1  Wilson  (Beardsloe) 

1  K/enmore  (Mrs.  Beardsloe ) ,  also  seen  Mar* 2 
12,  also  Feb.  21-6,  Gr-.md  Is.  (Tuttle) 

An  unusu.wly  number  of  flocks  reported 
■and  sever  ML  places,  such  as  Grand  Is. 
Orchard  P  .rk,  North  Boston,  Brant  and 
Batavia.  Two  reports  of  Bohemian  Waxwing* 
are  und or  inve  s t i g at i on . 
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OTTOMAN  REINECKE 


One  of  the  earliest  students  of  we  stern  ITov;  York  bird  life  of  whom 
any  record  is  loft  was  Ottomar  Hainecko,  an  organizer,  charter  member, 
and  first  Curator  of  Zoology  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences. 
Through  the  courtesy  of  his  grandson,  I  had  the  privilege  some  years 
«,go  of  examining  Mr.  Koine  eke T  s  field  notebook,  and  found  many  records 
which  are  of  groat  interest  today. 

,ce  in  Buffalo  may  be 
found  a  Woodcock’s  nest 
containing  three  eggs  in  what  is  now- Forest  Lawn  Cemetery ;  a  Butcher¬ 
bird’s  nest  in  a  thorn  bush  in  Delaware  Park  near  Agassiz  Circle  May 
16,  1880;  a  Kingfisher’s  nest  in  a  sandpit  at  the  corner  of  Linwood 
and  Lafayette  Avenues,  May  30,  1880;  a  Nighthav/k’s  nest  in  a  quarry 

a  B  r o  vm  Thrasher’s 
Much  of  Mr .Heine eke ’ s 
he  collected  Spotted 


-  Some  idea  of  the  changes  which  have  taken  pla< 
gained  from  reading  that  on  April  17,  1864  he  f< 


Parko 


near  what  is  now 
nest  in  Delaware  Ave 
collecting  was  done  at  Sharks  ton. 
Sandpiper  sets  by  the  dozen, 
birds  as 
Cerule.ni 


«ide  Ave •  June  21,  1881;  arc- 
near  the  park  May  21,  1889. 


n  On  t  ar  o,  v/haro 

In  that  vicinity  ho  found  nests  of  such 
Barred  Owl,  Hod-bellied  Woodpecker,  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo, 
Warbler,  Chimney  Swift,  White-eyed  Viroo  (July  1,  1890), 
American  Merganser,  nd  King  Hail  (Point  Abino,  Ontario ,  May  30,1904). 
Another  favorite  hunting  ground  was  West  Seneca,  where  in  the  wild 
swamp  land  which  was  later  reclaimed  and  occupied  bt  the  Bethlehem  Steel 


plant,  he  collected  eggs  of -Hails,  Gallinules,  Prairie 


Marsh 


rtrens, 


and  Northern  Water- thrush,  the  last -mentioned  on  June  8,  1890. 

That  Mr.  Keinecke  was  an  indefatigable  collector  is  attested  by  his 
record  of  a  Swan  egg  from  Forest  Lawn  May  1,  1890,  and  his  account  of  a 
clash  with  Canadian  authorities,  vho  confiscated  all  the  eggs  collected 
in  a  day’s  expedition  to  Sherkston,  this  latter  experience,  together 
with  his  opinion  of  said  authorities,  being  recounted  at  length  in  his 
field  note  book. 

Ottomar  Ho in o eke  is  best  known  to  present-day  bird  students  through 
his  "’Personal  Observations  and  Notes  on  Breeding,  Migrant,  or  Visiting 
Birds  on  the  Niagara  Frontier”,  published  in  tho  Bulletin  of  tho 
Buff  > 1 o  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  Volume  X,  No.  2,  1912.  This  check 
list  is  very  briefly  annotated,  howavar,  aid  his  field  note  book  throws 
consider  Polo  light  on  the  records  upon  which  the  published  list  was 


based* 


Clark  S.  Beard slee 


,  X  .£ 


SUMMER  BIRD  TRAPPING  EXPERIENCES 


Last  summer  our  barn  proved  a  trap  fi>  r  several  species  of  birds.  By 
closing  the  doors  after  the  birds  had  entered,  we  managed  to  capture  and 
band  a  downey  Woodpecker,  Hermit  Thrush,  Black -billed  Cuckoo,  Yellow 
Warbler,  and  Myrtle  Warbler,  all  adults.  be  plan  to  let ve  the  doors 
open  all  next  summer.  By  tying  earth  worms  to  the  wire  of  a  drop 
tr^p,  we  were  able  to  ©fetch  Robins  last  summer  for  the  first  time. 
Richard  devised  the  idea  of  tying  moths  to  a  thread  and  suspending  them 
in  a  chard owneret  w  ter  trap.  He  was  rewarded  by  catching  two  Phoebes, 
birds  almost  never  caught  in  baited  traps. 

Ray  M.  Verrill. 


NOTES 


For  the  month  of  February,  1940,  55  species  were  reported,  with  5  new 


for  the  year.  This  compares  with  65  species  in  February  1939  with  9 
new  for  the  year.  Two  more  species  have  been  added  to  tJie  69  species 
reported  for  January,  1940  since  the  February  Prothonotary  was  published. 

Dr.  Gordon  M.  Meade  of  Roche  st  or  reports  that  on  Sept.  26,  1938, 
about  4  days  after  the  hurricane  which  deposited  a  number  of  oceanic 
birds  in  interior  New  England,  he  observed  a  Wilson’s  Petrel  at 
Ontario  Beach  Park,  west  of  the  mouth  of  the  Genesee  River  at  Rochester. 
This  is  the  first  record  of  this,  species  since  November,  1882,  when 
David  Bruce  reported  a  specimen  taken  in  Orleans  County,  New  York. 

Miss  L.  Jack  reports  two  Screech  Owls  in  a  Martin  house  on  West  Utica 
near  Norwood  Ave.  The  birds  appear  at  the  entrance  in  the  late  after 
noon,  Miss  Jack  invites  all  to  come  to  see  these  birds. 

The  statisticians  ask  for  early  and  regular  return  of  bird  records. 

In  this  manner  all  can  help  for  a  prompt  and  regular  publication  of  our 
paper.  Send  your  results  to  either  Harold  D.  Mitchell  or  Clark  S. 
Beardslee . 


Two  Myrtle  Warblers  made  use  of  the  cover  and  food  in  Durant  Eastman 
Park  south  of  the  Zoo.  An  abundance  of  bay  berry  bushes  provided 
shelter  and  food  for  these  hardy  Warblers  during  the  month  of  February. 
Observers  in  the  Genesee  Valley  also  reported  cedar  Waxwing,  Purple 
Finch,  Redpoll,  Green-winged  Teal,  Great-blue  Heron  from  that  territory. 

The  populations  of  wintering  bards  shows  the  influence  of  the  cold 
weather  in  the  New  England  area.  The  Bulletin  of  New  England  Bird  Life 
gives  records  of  four  Ivory  Gulls,  a  Black  Gyrfalcon,  and  reduced 
numbers  of  land  birds.  Raptores  in  general,  including  shrikes,  are 
more  numerous,  The  January  records  include  European  Widgeon,  Harlequin 
Duck,  Golden  Eagle,  nine  species  of  Gulls,  Saw-whet  Owl,  Br.  Thrasher, 
Hermit  Thrush,  Baltimore  Orieole,  Cow  Bird,  Pine  Grosbeak,  Wh.-wing. 
Crossbill,  Towhee,  Fox  Sparrow.  Most  exotic  are  records  of  four  Oregon 
June  os  of  undetermined  subspecies. 


MEETING  OF  FEBRUARY  14,  1940 


T1 


?he  Conservation  Committee  rendered  a  report  on  pending  legislation. 
After  a  discussion,  it  was  voted  to  approve  the  Ming’s  Canyon  bill. 

Mr.  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  presented  an  instructive  and  timely 


did 


this 


fith 


th  o 

r 


lecture  on  rare  winter  birds.  He 

It  was  very  Worthwhile  to  be  able  to  refresh  one’s  memory 
actually  handling  skins  of  some  of  our  greatest  rarities. 


aid  of  bird  skins 
a  bit,  by 


3 


MEETING  OF  FEBRU ARY  28,  1940 


Miss  Louiso  Paopke ,  was  accepted  as  an  associate  member. 

A  letter  w as  read  by  Ur.  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  from  Mr.  Richard  Pough, 
of  the  National  Association  of  Audubon  Societies.  He  asked  our  support 
in  protesting  the  introduction  into  Hew  York  State  of  the  European 
Blackcock ,  an  exotic.  Definite  action  will  be  taken  after  our  Conser¬ 
vation  Committee  has  studied  the  issue. 

The  program  portion  of  this  meeting  was  devoted  to  a  very  interesting 
and  instructive  lecture  on,  "The  Birds  of  Switzerland."  It  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  Mrs.  Herbert  Hickman,  who  travelled  thru  that  country  last 
summer c  Mrs.  Hickman  found  birds  scarce  as  to  individuals  and  species. 

We  hope  that  others  of  our  club  who  travel,  will  come  back  and  pre¬ 
sent  as  interesting  a  lecture  as  Mrs.  Hickman  did. 

_ - —  Winston  W i  Brockner 


WILD  LIFE  WEEK 


As  in  other  years,  we  again  actively  take  part  in  National  Wildlife 
Restoration  Week,  March  17-23.  In  few  other  ways  can  we  do  more 
educational  good  by  awakening  and  keeping  alive  public  interest  in  an 
affair  of  vital  national  importance.  The  National  Wildlife  Federation, 
a  non  political  organization  with  no  Federal  government  connections  or 
control,  depends  largely  on  the  sale  of  wild  life  stamps  to^  finance 
its  activities.  The  stamps,  prints  of  birds,  animals,  fish  and  plants, 
by  national  artists,  have  value  of  their  own. 

The  profits  from  the  Sale  goes  solely  for  preservation  work.  Ray  M. 
Verrill  has  charge  of  the  stamps  in  this  area.  Either  he,  any  of  the 
officers  or  Miss  Wierheiser  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  will  be 


glad  to  furnish  you  with  these  stamps  at 
contains  twenty -five  different  stamps. 


one  cent  each.  A  full  set 


MEETINGS i 

March  27 

April  10 
Apr il  24 

FIELD  TRIPS": 

March  31 
April  7 


FUTURE  EVENTS 

Wednesday  8.oo  P.M.  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
Humboldt  Room,  Plans  for  Spring  Duck  Census. 

A;  D.  Wander,  leader. 

Wednesday  8:00  P.M.  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
Humboldt  Room,  Miss  Sylvia  Booth 
Review  of  new  bird  books. 

Wednesday  8:00  PiM.  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
Humboldt  Room  -  Miss  Mildred  Baker. 

"Birds  of  Rainbow  Bridge  Region". 

Sunday  -  Sinks  -  Leaders;  Mr.  &  Mr.  Geo.  Ifratzer 
RI-85  06.  Meet  Main  &  Her  tel  8:00  A.  M.  Bring  Lund 

Sunday  -  Spring  Duck  Census  -  Leader:  A.  D.  Wand t 
Assignments  and  planning  of  territories  at 
March  27th  meeting. 


Apr 


il 


21  -  Sunday  -  Canadian  Shore  -  See  April  Prothonotary 
for  loader  and  meeting  place. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Honorary  presid ent  -  Junes  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club, 
President  -  Tom  M .  Nelly,  150  Parkwood  Ave., 

Vice -Pres id  ent -James  Creighton,  191  Highland  Ave  .  , 
Treasurer  -Mrs.  R.  D.  Madison,  218  Brantwood  Rd. , 
Recording  Secretary  -W.  W.  Brockner,  175  Dutton  Ave., 
Corresponding  Secretary-  Miss  E,  Prochnow,  940  iimherst  St 
Statisticians:  Harold  D.  Mitchell  and  Clark  S.  Boardslee 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

BUFFALO,  NEW  YCPIC 


THE  MOUTH 


The  temperature  for  the  month  for  the  most  part  remained  below 
normal *  Four  days  early  in  the  month  and  the  last  three  days  showed 
an  increase.  The  first  warm  spell  was  too  early  to  influence  migra¬ 
tion.  Twenty-one  out  of  the  following  twenty-three  days  still  were 
below  normal.  Daily  average  temperature  -4.1° .  Precipitation  was 
slightly  above  normal  and  snow  covered  the  ground  from  1”  to  7.5”  for 
the  whole  month.  These  condition  re  tardea  the  arrival  of  migrants 
until  the  last  warm  days  of  the  month  when  they  arrived  in  large 
numbers.  High  winds  March  30th  50  mi.  per  hr.  25th  41  mi.  per  hr. 

NO TBV/OHTHY  RECORDS 


Common  Doon  .  (F)  March 

Great  Blue  Heron  ” 

IT 

.  .  TT 

Whistling  Swan  (F)  ” 


.  rt 

.  TT 

Canada  Goose  ( F )  ” 

Baldpate  .  ” 

Pintail  ” 

Blue-winged  Teal(F’)  ” 

Turkey  Vulture  (F)  ” 

Sharp -sh inne d  Hawk  ” 

Red- Tailed  Hawk  ” 

*T 

Rough-legged  Hawk  ” 

.  TT 

Bald  Eagle  . 

Marsh  Hawk . (F)  ” 

TT 

.  TT 


31  2  Nia.  River  (JCratzers  et  al .  ) 

19  1  Bear  Swamp  (Howard  Fischer) 

30  1  Grand  Is.  (Brockner,  Brown) 

31  7  ”  ”  Several  members 

20  9  Ellicott  Crk,,  Pk  ,>  (Howard  Fischer) 

Flew  over  at  100  ft,  elevation 
23  21  Sunken  Is,  7  members 
28  28  Largest  number  reported  (Eames) 

23  72  Gr.  Is.  (Brockner,  Brown) 

25  2  Nia.  River  (Tilley) 

17  2  Sunken  Is.  (Cobb) 

30  2  Buffalo -Nia.  Falls  (Brockner,  Brown) 

al  2  Arcade  (Brockner) 

31  1  East  Aurora  (Wild) 

8  2  Batavia  (Beardslee) 

17  5  migrating  S.  Shore  Lake  Erie  (Mitchell) 

17  1  Grand  Is.  (Tuttle) 

30  2  Gr.  Is.  (Brockner,  Brown) 

Reported  from  Nia.  River  and  Grsnd  Is, 
by  several  observers. 

23  2  Grand  Island  (Brockner,  Brown) 

24  1  Grand  Island  (Verrill,  Klepfers) 

26  2  Wilson  (Beardslee) 


Coo  t 

.  . — 

. ( F  )• 

March- 

TT 

Killdeer 

fp) 

M 

TT 

Woodcock 

(?) 

tt 

Glaucous 

Gull 

TT 

Tt 

I cel  and 

Gull 

. (p) 

TT 

Sc i ee  eh 

Owl 

Tt 

Red  head 

ed  V/oo dp 

eckor(  F 

) 

lui tod  Titmouse 


Brown  Creeper  . 

. . 'T 

Robin .  tT 

. M 

Bluebird .  ( F )  ,T 

.  TT 


Northern  Shr  ike .  " 

Meadowlark .  " 

Redwing . (F)  ,T 

Tt 

.  TT 

Rusty  Blackbird  . (F)  " 

Bronzed  Grackle  - . (F)  " 

. TT 

Cow  bird . (F)  " 

TT 


Purple  Finch  " 

Goldfinch .  ,T 

Song  Sparrow . 

Lapland  Lonspur .  " 

. TT 

. TT 

.  TT 


Snow  Bunting 


30  _  1'  Grand  Island  ‘-(Itroekner ,  Brovin) 

31  3'  Niagara  River  (several  members) 

18  1  Cattaragus  (Cobb) 

21  1  DuPont  Lawn  (Herndon) 

29  1  3d on  (Creighton) 

10  1  Fuhrman  Bird.  (Creighton) 

24  1  To?iawandn  Dump  (Hitch oil) 

31  1  Audubon  Golf  Course  dump  (Mansfield) 

24  2  Dr.  Jacks,  Utica  St.  Buff.dodntnkp.- 

23  1  Ft.  Niagara  ( Brockner Brown) 

17  1  Lyndonville  (Somerside) 

Sever  *1  records  during  March  by  many 
observers 

20  11  on  one  tree,  Niagara  Fall s ( Be ard sloe 
26  1  East  Aurora  (Wild) 

29  3  Niagara  Falls  (Mitchell) 

23  12  Grand  I s lan d  ( Bro  ckne  r ,  Br  own ) 

31  4  Collins  (Mitchell) 

1  Grand  Island  (Mlepfers) 

1  Clarence  (Cobb) 

17  1  Grand  Island  (Cobb,  Mlepfers) 

31  1  Hamburg  (Creightons) 

29  1  Niagara  Falls  (Mitchell) 

30  1  East  Aurora  (Wild) 

ol  Reported  by  several  members 

31  1  Langford,  New  York  (Mitchell) 

28  1  Tona wanda  (Fischer) 

30  2  Grand  Island  (Brockner,  Brown) 

31  Reported  by  several  members 

1  wintering  in  East  Aurora  (Wild) 

31  6  Langf c  r d ,  H ew  Y o  rk  (Mitchell) 

6  Grand  Island  ( Creightons ,£lepfers ) 

17  16  (S)  Lotus  Bay  ( Almendinger ,Mi tchell ) 
31  6  Grand  Island  (Creightons) 

1  Grand  Island  (lllepfers) 

Several  records  during  march;  common 
and  singing  -  Grand  Is  on  3/31/40 
17  3  Grand  Island  (Herndon) 

17  5  Lyndonville  -  Wilson  (Somerside) 

23  100  Wilson  (Brockner  -  Brown ) 

24  1  Grand  Island  (Mitchell,  Thorpe, 

Almendinger ) 

Many  reports  by  many  members. 

Largest  flocks  3/16/40 
500  French  &  Union  Road  (Herndon) 

500  Grand  Isl'Uid  3/17/40  (Herndon) 

250  Wilson  3/23/40  (Brockner,  Brown  J 


’’The  Bulletin  of  Now 
30,000  American  Eider 
frozen  and  emaciated, 
a  flight  of  Saw  Whet 
num b  er  s  than  usu  el  of 


England  Bird  Life"  reported  for  February^  flock 
,  a  Northern  Skua,  banded  in  England,  found 
Ivory  Gull,  3  records,  most  species  of  sea  birds 
Owls,  Arctic  Three -toed  Woodpecker,  ..aid  smaller 
land  birds. 


J 
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SPRING  puck:  census 


April  7,  1940.  - - - * - — 

Weather  Hi  Id  and  Pair  . 

Leader . A1 . 7/and e r  , 


Territory  Covered: 

A  Buffalo  Harbor  &  Canadian  side  of  Niagara  River  -  James  Savage 
B  Braddocks  Bay  and  Lake  Ontario,  West  of  Genesee  River  to  Ontario 

County  Line  -  Gordon  Meade,  Ambrose  Seeker,  Fred 
Raetz,  Carson  Jarvis,  Dick  O’Hara,  Davies  Preston, 

Carl  Merkel. 

C  American  side  of  Niagara  River  -  Mrs.  Madison,  Herndon  &  son,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Lamy,  Louise  Paepke ,  Kathryn  &  Eugenia  Prae- 
massing,  and  Mildred  Baker. 

D  Grand  Island,  N.  7 /•  Area  -  Francis  Tilley,  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Eric  Prior, 

Viola  Deboben,  Elvu  Lowin,  Mr.  VanDeventer « 

E  Grand  island,  S.  W.  ^rea  -a.  D.  Wander,  Gordon  Grotke,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 

Kratzer,  Heather  Thorpe,  ana  Edith  Folger. 

G  Grand  Island,  N.  E.  Area  -  Ray  Verrill,  Clark  Beard  sloe  ,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 

Roger  Cobb  . 

H  Forest  Lawn  &  Delaware  Park  -  Mrs.  L.  Mansfield,  Mrs.  T.  Kelly  # 

J  Lincoln  Park  to  Clarence  Sinks  -  Bob  Mansfield,  Lorna  Collar  . 

K  Dunkirk  and  Chautauqua  Co.  -  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Creighton,  Russell  Wilson. 

L  Bond  Luke  to  Wilson  &  L.  Ontario  -  Winston  Brocknor,  Mary  Brown  » 

M  Orchard  Park  to  Springville  -  Mr.  6c  Mrs.  Brettle  » 

N  Batavia  and  vicinity  -  Mrs.  Pixley  . 

0  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Brie  to  Mohawk  Pt.  Mr.  Mitchell,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 

G.  Dorman,  Cornie  Moore,  Mm .  Almen&inger  .• 

P  Java  Lake,  Crystal  Lake,  Rushforu  Lake,  Cuba  Lake,  Letchworth  Park, 

and  Silver  Lake  -  Lir.  A  Mrs,  Ward  Klepfer  . 

Q  Emery  Park  to  Hachias  and  Lime  Lake  -  Mr.  8?  Mrs.  Ben.  Winship, 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Helstrom  , 

R  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  -  Mr.  5c  Mrs.  H.  Eckler,  Lorthea  Luttweiler 

Bertha  Schwenger,  Miss  Heacock,  Miss  Abbott  * 

S  R idgeway  to  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  -  Clair  Somerside,  Mrs.  Reynolds. 

T  Lake  Ontario  west  of  Monroe  County  -  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ed  Ulrich  . 

U  Port  Colbourne  -  Ed  Avery. 


In  the  following  list,  the  letters  refer  to  the  groups  reporting 
this  particular  species: 


IE  (BGM),  Shoveller  1  (B ) *  Wood  Duck ^2  (B),  Rodhend’77  ( ABDO ) ,  Ring¬ 
necked  Luck  102,  Canvas back  689,  Greater  &  Lesser  Scaup  2818,  Am.  Gold- 

-  ~  / -r.  \  -r-,  3  "  . .  c'r,~'  Unnrlar]  68 

(BR)  , 
Hawk  54 , 


e  3  ( LR  )  , 
billed  Gull  1037 
Owl  2  f  JL) , 
Hairy  Wood- 
rk  149 


3 


t  v 


r'i  30  Swallow  5  (BO),  Purplo  Liar 


i  X  JU  k-»  VV  .'.a  -LJL  VJ  V«  KJ  \  i.l\J  /  ,  X.  U.  X  K>  A.  lviXX  1  ill  1  (  Z  )  ,  B  1  UG  J  ay 

Bl^ck -capped  Chickadee  76,  Whit  e-broastea  Nuthatch 
Nuthatch  3  (LIT),  Brown  Creeper  6,  Winter  T/ren  1  (0),  R 
Thrush  4  (li),  Bluebird  133,  Golden-crowned  Kinglet  85, 
100  5  Migrant  Shrike  19  (BGZMOST),  Starling  4442,  Engli 
Meadowlark  207,  Bed  wing  149, 

610,  Cowbird  568,  Cardinal  8 


Bus 


ty  Blackbird  11  (GNO) 
(GKO),  Purple  Finch  10  ( 


13  (GL),  Savannah  Sparrow  5  (BGIJ),  Vesper  Sparrow  46 


Junco  211 


Tree  Sparrow 


S44  ,  Field  S p  arrow 


5 


Song  Sparrow  1394,  Lapland  Longspur  85  (G). 


( KL1 )  , 


Crow  1548, 

Bed -breasted 
obin  1068,  Hermit 
Cedar  Waxwing 
sh  Sparrow  1054, 

,  Bronzed  Gracklo 
CKL),  Goldfinch 
Slat  c-colored 
ox  Sparrow  4  (Z) 


Total  of  88  species  and  30,653  individuals. 

In  1939  85  species  and  46,000  individuals  were  reported. 


OBSERVATIONS  on  a  SUMMER  WESTERN  TRIP 


On  a  western  trip  last  summer,  Richard  Adels on  of  Great  Neck,  L.I. 
and  I  identified  approximately  350  species,  covering  Iowa,  South 
Dakota,  Wyoming,  Montana,  Idaho,  Washington,  Oregon,  California, 


Arizona,  New  Mexico ,  Colorado,  Nebraska,  Zansas,  and 


Missouri 


includ¬ 


ing  Yellowstone,  Grand  Tetons,  Red  Bock  Lake,  Glacier,  Olympic 
Peninsula,  Mt.  Hood  region,  Klamath  Lake,  Monterey, 

Los  Banos,  Yosemite,  Grand  Canyon,  Pike’s  Peak,  and  other  points. 

Among  the  first  birds  identified  were  yellow-headed  Blackbirds,  Lark 
Bunting,  Lazuli  Bunting,  Broad-tailed  Hummingbird,  and  Black -necked 
Stilt.  The  Stilt  and  his  associate,  the  xlvocet,  were  recorded  in 
Washington,  Central  California,  and  Colorado. 

Outstanding  of  the  Ye  11 owstone  region  were  Sandhill  Crane,  Wilson’s 
PhZLurope,  Pine  Grosbeak,  Bed  Crossbill,  Clarke's  Nutcracker,  riiid 
Trumpeter  Swam.  After  driving  over  x  bumpy  road  to  Red  Rock  Lake  to 
see  the  trumpeter  sw-.-ui,  we  subsequently  found  it  right  in  the  Park. 

/onderful  bird  to  seo. 


-lid  Western  Grebes 


We  had  three  Dipper  records  -  -  truly  a 
Of  Wuter  birds,  the  most  outstanding  were  E  .rod 
Western  Wills t.  Long-billed  Curlew,  Forster’s  and  Caspian  Terns, 

(chiefly  at  Klamath  Lake),  Hermann’s  and  Glaucous -winged  Gulls, 

Pacific  Kittiwake,  Sooty  Shearwater,  Pigeon  Guillemot,  California  Murre 
and  Marbled  Murrelet  (Puget  Sound),  Black  Turnstone,  White  and  Brown 
Pelicans,  and  Surf  Scoter  (Pacific  Coast). 

Songs  which  impressed  us  most  were  those  of  Townsend's  Solitaire, 

Canyon  Wren,  and  a .  Winter  Wren. 

Among  other  notable  records  are  Coast  Bush-tit,  Black-headed,  W. 
Evening ,  and  California  Bluo  Grosbeaks,  White-headed  Woodpecker,  Black 
Phoebe,  Golden  Eagle,  Prairie  Falcon,  and  Burrowing  Owl ;  from  Arizona 
the  Blaok-ch inned  Hummingbird,  Gambel’s  Quail,  Vermillion  Flycatcher, 
Phainopepla,  and  Long-tailed  Chat,  and  from  an  altitude  of  13  to  14 
thousand  feet  in  Colorado  the  White- tailed  Ptarmigan ,  American  Pipit, 
and  Brown-cupped  Rosy  Finch.  Gambol's  Quail  by  hundreds  crossed  the 
road  in  early  morning,  and  many  hundreds  of  B1  tck-chinned  Hummingbirds 
sat  on  fench  wire  backed  by  exotically  colored  blossoms  which  lined  the 
highway  for  miles. 

Of  Chickadees  we  found  nine  species  and  subspecies.  Commonest  birds 
observed  in  the  west  wore  White-Crowned  Sparrow  (in  mountains), 

W.  Mourning  Dove  and  Desert  Horned  Lark  (in  desert  regions),  and  Common 
House  Finch. 

Stanley  Zing 
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MEETING  OF  MARCH  13,  1940 

The  meeting  voted  to  donate  §10.00  and  cooperate  with  the  Buffalo 
Audubon  Society  in  co-sponsoring  a  lecture  by  Richard  Bough  on 
April  29th,  at  the  Buffalo  Muse  urn  of  Science. 

The  program  portion  of  the  meeting  was  devoted  to  a  lecture  on  the 
Audubon  Camp  in  Maine,  by  Heather  Thorpe.  During  the  past  two  years, 
she  has  attended  this  unique  camp  for  courses  in  nature  study.  The 
lecture  was  illustrated  with  kodochrome  stills  and  movies.  The  movies 
were  very  good,  especially  some  nesting  shots  of  a  Magnolia  Warbler. 

MEETlIJC^yiiaFch  27~1940 

It  v/ as  voted  that  we  approve  the  introduction  of  the  European  Rlackoaok 
in  Hew  York  State,  and  inform  the  national  Association  of  Audubon 
Societies  accordingly.  Our  decision  was  reached  after  the  Conservation 
Committee  had  investigated  the  situation  and  advised  us. 

Mrs.  Minna  Thorn  was  welcomed  into  Hie  ..Society  as  an  associate  member 
Mr.  ^lfred  L .  bander  planned  and  assigned  territories  for  the  Spring 
Duck  Census.  Complete  report  can  be  found  on  page  5. 

_ _  Winston  William  Brockner 

FUTURE  EVEHTS 

MEETINGS:  - - - 

April  24  -  Wed.  8.00  P.M.  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
’’Birds,  of  Rainbow  Bridge  Region,  Arizona” 

Mildred  Baker  (with  motion  picutres). 

May  8  -  Wednesday,  8:00  P.M.  Buffalo  ...Museum  of  Science 
Plans,  for  the  Spring  Bird  Census  -  Tom  Kelly 
May  22  -  Wednesday,  8:00  P.M.  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
Report  of  Spring  Census  -  open  forum. 

FIELD  TRIPS: 


April  20  &  21st  -  Pymatuning  Trip  Buffalo  Plans: 

Early  trip:  Leave  City  Hall  -  7:00  A.M. 

Stop  at  a  few  points  along  shore 
en  route  to  Erie.  Could  join  at  Dunkirk  8:30 
to  9  A.M.  Erie  -  Soldier’s  Home  Grounds  at 
noon  -  lunch  there  near  pier.  Presque  Isle 
right  after  lunch  and  from  there  direct  to 
Pymatuning.  H.  D.  Mitchell,  leader:  Call 
UU-8532  or  write  378  Crescent  Ave.,  for  reserva¬ 
tions  at  Traveler  Hotel,  Linesvill®,  Pa. 


Late  trip;  Leave  City  Hall  12:30  -  Dirving 

- -  direct  to  pymatuning  -  Francis 

Tilley,  leader,  call  31-2291,  or  write  him  at 
98  Baxster  St.,  Buffalo  for  reservations. 


Most  of  group  will  have  Saturday  supper  and 

and  dinner  at  Linesville 


Suiid  ay 

ulS 


breakfast 


$1.50  -  Room  $1.00  plus  car  expense. 
Aoril  28  -  Dunkirk,  Bear  Lake  etc.  Leader:  C,  Some r side. 

Meet  at  Ft.  of  Main  St.  7:45  A.M.  Across  from 
Lehigh  Valley  Station.  Call  UIT-1667. 

May  19  -  Annual  Spring  Census;  Leader:  Tom  Kelly 

Early  morning  bird  walks  every  Saturday  morning  at  6:00 
Meet  at  Windsor  and  Rumsey  Roads, 


fi.I 


jfi 
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Editor  -  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  19  3  LaSalle  Avenue, 
Ire  a  surer  -  Miss  Bertha  Schwonger,  526  Delaware 
Business  M^n^ger  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac 


Buffalo,  Dew  York  » 
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published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  bociety 

BUFFALO  ,  1TB 7/  YORK 


THE  MOUTH 


The  temperature  for  the  month  remained  colder  by  -2.6°  daily. 
Precipitation  for  April  was  2.31  inches,  ,25”  less  than  normal. 
High  winds  April  18,  42  mi.  per  hr. 


NOTEWORTHY 


RECORDS 


Pied-billed  Grebe  ” 

n 


(ExclusiV9  of  April  7th  -  Spring  Duck  Census) 

( F ) 

(P) 


HolboellTs  Grebe  April 

TT 


21 

28 

5 

6 


1 

2 

1 

1 


Buffalo  Harbor  (Creighton) 
Casadaga  Lake  (Somerside  et  al . ) 

00  (Jim  Had is on) 

00  (Mitchell , Crei gh. tons ,  Winships) 


Green  Heron 

TT 

29 

(p)  i 

Hamburg 

(Wilson,  Rogers) 

TT 

30 

1 

E  Aurora 

( Swifts ) 

Black-cr.  Right  Heron 

24 

(F)  X 

Delaware  ; 

Park  Lake  (Kellys) 

April 

27 

1 

IT 

”  ”  (Mitchell 

TT 

27 

20 

Grand  Is. 

(Herndon,  VanDeventer 

American  Bittern 

TT 

16 

1 

00  (Jim 

Madison) 

TT 

19 

1 

Hors  eshoe 

Lake  (pixley) 

Whistling  Swan 


Canada  Goose- . 


Gadwall . 

April 

21 

Tt 

27 

Green  Winged 

Teal  TT 

6 

Shoveller  ... 

TT 

14 

TT 

17 

bod  Duck 

TT 

21 

TT 

24 

TT 

27  &  28 

Many  records  from  Grand  Is.  Pt.Colbourn 
Ont.  &  Goat  Is.  during  the  month. 

Last  reported  from  Grand  Island 
12  on  April  21st,  (Creightons) 

Many  records  from  Batavia,  Buffalo, 
0.0,  Hamburg,  Lancaster,  E.  Aurora, 

8c  Niagara  River  by  many  members. 

Largest  number  reported  1500  from  00 
April  14  (Ecklers) 

1  Grand  Island  (Creightons) 

1  Oak  Orchard  (Ecklers) 

2  00  (Mitchell,  Creightons,  Winships) 

1  Hamburg  (Wilson,  Rogers) 

1  Sinks  (Klepfers,  Mrs.  Madison) 

1  00  (Jim  Madison) 

1  Buffalo  Harbor  (Creightons) 

2  Grand  Island  East  River  (Kellys) 

00  (Ecklers) 


r 


t 


White-winged  Scoter  April  30  27 


Rudy  Duck  ■ . April  19  CP)  1 

.  ”  21  1 

.  ”  24  7 

Turkey  Vulture .  "6  2 

.  ”  27  &  28 

. . . .  ”  28  1 

Goshawk- .  ”  19  1 

. - .  ”  29  1 

Rough -legged  Hawk  ”8  1 

.  "  11  1 

. _ . .  ”  14  1 

. .  ”  30  1 

Bald  Eaerle .  ”  14  1 

. - . - .  ”15  1 

— . - . .  ”26  1 

Osprey . - .  ”  11  ( F )  1 

. .  ”  25  1 


Florida  Gallinule  ”  14  (F)  1 

.  ”  17  1 

Piping  Plover- .  ”  28  (F)  3 

Upland  Plover .  ”  28  (F)  1 

. . .  2 

.  1 

Spotted  Sandpiper  ”  28  (F)  2 

- .  ”  29  1 

Gr,  Yellow  legs .  ”  14  (F)  2 


.  ”  18 

ser  Yel.  Legs  ”  28 

Pectoral  Sandpiper”  13  (F)  4 

. .  ”  14  7 


Glaucous  Gull . 

Great  Bl. -backed 
Bonaparte  T  s  Gull 
Common  Tern . 


Bam  Owl . 

Chimney  Swift 


I! 

13 

(i) 

1 

Gull 

25 

(L) 

1 

April 

4 

m 

1 

it 

18 

(p) 

1 

»i 

21 

5 

IT 

28 

1 

It 

30 

fp) 

20 


Belted  Kingfisher  '  4  (F) 


Flicker . - . . .  ”  2 

Pileated  Woodpecker”  6  (F) 

. . . . . .  ”  28 

Yel. -bellied  Sapsucker  11(F) 


Kingbird . April  28  (F) 

Phoebe  . — . -  ”  2  (F) 

Perth em  Horned  Lark  5  (L) 
? eairie  Horned  Lark  10 

i  *ee  Swallow 6  (F) 

Bank  Swallov/ .  30  (F) 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 


1 


Hi  agar  a  Falls  (Savage,  Mitchell, 

ter  Pelkwijk) 

Hamlin  (Beardslee,  Guelf) 

Buffalo  Harbor  (Creighton) 

Grand  Island  (Kellys) 

00  (Mitchell,  Creightons,  Winships) 

00  (Ecklers) 

Amer.  Lake  Shore  (Somerside  et  al ) 
Hamlin  (Beardslee,  Guelf) 

Orchard  Park  (Winship) 

Grand  Island  (Beardsleo,  Mitchell) 
Grand  Island  (Mansfield,  Kelly , Hickman ) 
Grand  Is  .  (Mitchell ,  Tilley  ,  Almendinger ) 
South  wales  (Swifts) 

Grand  Island (Mitchell , Tilley , Almendinger 
Dunkirk  (Beardslee) 

00  (Pixley) 

Grand  I s . ( Mans f i el d , Kel ly ,  Hi ckman ) 
Horseshoe  Lake  (Pixley) 

II.  Boston  (Creightons) 

Grand  Island  (Prochnow) 

Grand  Is.  (Kelly,  Mansfield,  Pryor) 
Pleasant  Beach,  Ont.  (Swifts) 

Derby (Mitchell ,Pough , Almendinger , Avery ) 
Amer.  Lake  Shore  '•  (Somerside  et  al) 

Gr.  Island  (Klepfers) 

Derby,  Ilia.  River  (Mitchell, Somerside  / 
Orchard  Park  (Winship)  et  al ) 

Grand  Island  (Prochnow,  Pixley,  Mitchell 

Tilley  ,  Almendinger) 

00  (  Madison) 

Am.  Lake  Shore  (Somerside  et  al ) 

00  (Ecklers) 

Sinks  &  00  (Klepfers,  Mrs. Madison, 

Ecklers ) 

Sunken  Is.  (Herndon,  Van  DeVenter) 

Goat  Island  (Mitchell) 

Bird  Island  (Beardslee) 

Ft.  Bird  Ave .  (Kelly,  Mansfield) 

Buffalo  Harbor  (Savage) 

Sturgeon  Pt.  (Somerside  et  al) 

Horseshoe  Lake  (Pixley) 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  (Savage,  Mitchell, 

Almendinger,  ter  pelkwijk) 
Grand  I  si  and  ( H i  ckman ) 

Pt.  Abi no,  Ont.  (Jameson) 

Holley  (Beardslee) 

Holland  (Verrill) 

Lake view  (Somerside  et  al ) 

Iliagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

Grand  Is.  ( Mans  field ,  Kelly,  Hickman) 
American  Lake  Shore  (  Somerside  et  al ) 
Holland  (Verrill) 

Holland  (Verrill) 

II.  4  Eggs  Grand  Island  (Kellys) 

00  (Mitchell,  Creightons,  Winships) 
Niagara  Sq.  (Savage,  Mitchell,  ter 

Pelkwijk ) 


2 


.i 


APRIL 

Rough  Winged  Swallow 

28 

(F) 

2 

N.  Evans  (Wilson) 

1 

Derby  (Mitchell  et  al) 

Barn  Swallow 

21 

( F) 

1 

00  (Pixley) 

Purple  Martin 

11 

Pt.  Colbourne  , Out .  ( Leslie  , rep. Avery  ) 

Tufted  Titmouse 

28 

1 

Am.  L.  Shore  (Somerside  et  al) 

Hours e  Wren 

30 

(F) 

1 

Horseshoe  Lake  (Pixley) 

Winter  Wren 

28 

1 

Amor.  L.  Shore  (Somerside  et  al) 

Brown  Thrasher 

30 

1 

Grand  Island  (Pixley) 

2 

Forest  Lawn  ( Hi t ch o 11 ) 

Ruby -or.  Ringlet 

27 

( F) 

1 

Hamburg  (Wilson) 

Migrant  Shrike 

6 

(F) 

1 

Newstead  (Mitchell  Creightons, 

Winships ) 

2 

near  00  (Brockner,  Brown) 

Blue-headed  Vireo 

30 

(F) 

1 

Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

Bl.  &  White  Warbler 

29 

(F) 

1 

Delaware  Park  (Mansfield,  Nelly) 

30 

1 

Horseshoe  Lake  (Pixley) 

Nashville  Warbler 

29 

(F) 

1 

Lincoln  Pk.  (Roberta  Jack  Mansfield) 

Myrtle  Warbler 

29 

( F) 

2 

Lincoln  Park  (  ”  "  " 

1 

Batvia  (Pixley) 

1 

0 r ch ar d  P ar k  ( W inship) 

Yv  9  s  t  a  m  Palm  War  bl  e  r 

29 

(F) 

1 

Lincoln  Park  (Robert  &  Jack  Mansfield 

Rusty  Blackbird 

2 

20 

00  (Beardslee) 

1 

Clarence  ( Swifts ) 

Evening  Grosbeak 

O 

(F) 

10 

Holland  (Richard  Verrill) 

Red-eyed  Towhee 

29 

(F) 

1 

Delaware  Park  (Mansfield,  Nelly) 

1 

Shadigee  (Pixley) 

Grashopper  Sparrow 

30 

(F) 

2 

Parker  Ext.  (Mansfield,  Kelly) 

Vesper  Sparrow 

4 

(F) 

2 

Pt.  Abino,  Out.  (Jameson) 

Chipping  Sparrow 

15 

(F) 

1 

Akron  (Swifts) 

Whit  e-thro  at  ed  Sparrow28 

(F) 

Grand  Island  (Kellys) 

Pox  Sp  arrow 

8 

1 

Grand  Island  (Hickman) 

Swamp  Sparrow 

19 

(F) 

1 

00  (Kelly,  Mansfield,  Beardslee) 

Lapland  Longspur 

28 

f  L) 

100 

Grand  Island  (Mitchell  et  al ) 

Snow  Bunting 

6 

( 1 ) 

30 

Grand  Island  (Beadle,  Moore) 

) 


N.B. 


American  Bittern  reported  in  April  PROTHONOTARY  from  "A"  territory 
should  have  been  fTB% 

Editor 


SPECIAL  NOTE 


Mr.  Ward  Klepfer  has  kindly  offered  to  aid  in  preparing  the  records 
for  publication  in  the  Prothono tary .  Please  send  your  records,  as 
early  in  the  month  as  possible,  to  Mr*  Ward  Klepfer,  30  E.  Depew  Ave.  , 
Buffalo,  N.Y.  Early  returns  of  records  help  greatly  to  expedite  the 
compilation  of  material  for  our  publication. 

Editor 


NOTES 


On  April  14,  William  Wild  saw  a  bird  which  he  believes  was 
Sparrow,  1  mile  south  of  East  Aurora  on  Center  St.  Noticed 
posture,  similar  to  Pr.  H.  Lark,  Plain  breast  with  black  spo 
outer  tail  feathers  very  conspicuous. 

A  screech  Owl  was  observed  on  a  sign  over  the  entrance  of 
railroad  ticket  office  on  the  morning  of  April  29th. 


a  Lark 
erect 
t  -  white 

downtown 
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The  field  trip  to  Pyma tuning  wa s  hold  on  April  20-21,  v/hich  proved  to 
be  a  cold  and  snowy  weekend,  with  a  strong  northeast  wind  which  was  raw 


and  chilly.  A  stop  was  $ 
where  a  Purple  Martin  and 
where  Whistling  Swan,  Ruddy  Duck,  Gadwall , 

Towhee 


at  Mr.  Harry  Larkin’s  estate  at  Derby 
ix  Sparrows  were  seen,  and 


at  Presque  Isle 
Coma  on  Tern,  piping  Plover, 
Bald  Eagle,  Towhee,  Myrtle  Warbler,  Cardinal  and  Hermit  Thrush  were 
observed*  Among  the  birds  observed  at  'Pyma tuning  were  3  Caspian  Tern, 
Loon,  Ruddy  Luck,  Shoveller,  Wood  Luck,  Tufted  Titmouse,  Chipping 
Sparrow,  Bald  Eagle  and  several  flocks  of  Canada  Geese. 

Our  Buffalo  Ggroup  consisted  of  Mrs.  Beadle,  Mrs,  Eschelmann, 

Mrs.  Lorman,  Miss  Moore,  Miss  Folsom,  the  Misses  Praemassing,  Miss  Baker 


Miss  Folger,  Miss  Booth  ,  Miss 


and  Mrs.  Brett le,  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Mansfield  and  Mitchell 
Sunday  afternoon. 


Schober , 
Klepfer 


iiss  Hiller,  Miss  Collar,  Mr. 
Messrs.  Pry or *  Tilley,  Brockner 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kratzer  also  made  the  trip 


Harold  L.  Mitchell 


The  following  records  of  interest  were  taken  from  records  of  our 
neighboring  city  Bird  Clubs: 

By  Cleveland  Bird  Club  - 

American  Egret  Jan.  14  Ohio  near  Pennsylvania  border. 

Red-backed  sandpiper  -  Jan.  13,  r.sh tabula,  Ohio 

Pine  Grosbeak,  Redpoll,  Pine  siskin  &  W. -winged  crossbill  in  Jan. 
and  Feb. 


By  the 
Week 


Rochester  Bird  Groups  - 

of  Mar.  22.  Gr.  winged  Teal;  Mar.  29,  Red-thr.  Loon,  Hooded 


Merganser;  April  5,  Pied-billed  Grebe,  Blue-w.  Tei 1,  Osprey,  Pigeon 
Hawk,  Coot,  Iceland  Gull,  Bonapartos  Gull;  April  21th,  American  Bittern 
Shoveller,  Woodduck,  Turkey  Vulture,  Bald  Eagle,  Mingf ishor ,  Yellow 
bellied  Sapsucker,  Tree  Swallow,  Savannah  &  Vesper  Sparrows;  April  19, 
Zumli  en’s  Gull,  Black  and  White  Warbler,  Northern  Wa  ter  thrush ,  Red 


Poll  -aid 


Pino 


Siskin;  April  2G,  Bluo  Goose,  Lessor  Yellow  leg£ 


MEETING  OF  APRIL  10th 


The  organization  voted  to  send  letters  to  our  U.  S.  Senators  protest¬ 
ing  against  the  bill  permitting  shooting  over  baited  waters  and  also  tc 
the  Pennsylvania  legislature  asking  that  the  protection  now  given  Hawks 
in  that  state  be  maintained* 

Miss  Sylvia  Booth  presented  reviews  on  four  new  books  on  ornithology. 

Mr.  Beardslee  announced  tho  acquisition  of  a  Brunnich ’ s  murre  for  the 
Museum,  through  the  generosity  of  Mr.  George  Guelf,  who  collected  the 
bird  years  ago. 

MEETING  OF  APRIL  24th 


Miss  Elizabeth  Laroy  and  Richard  Buchauer  were  elected  associate  members 
Miss  Mildred  Baker  told  of  her  trips  first  in  1931  and  again  in  1938, 
to  the  Rainbow  Bridge  Region  of  Arizona.  She  spoke  on  the  bird  life 
and  illustrated  the  many  features  of  her  trip  with  photographs  and 
colorjd  movies.  A  well  delivered  t-,1 


T 

•TL  . 


Early 


morning  bird  walks  begin  at  Windsor  and  Rumsoy  Roads  eveiy 


Saturday  morning  at  6:00  A 


T  T 
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TO  A  SCARLET  TANAGBR 

No  flower  hoarding  color  deep  within  its  heart 
Is  as  brightly  glowing  as  thou  art. 

No  jewel  of  fabled  lore,  battled  for  by  kings* 
Has  thy  rare  enchantment,  Oh  rosy  gem  on  wings. 


The  soul  exalts  at  sunset  clouds,  in  mauve  and  saffron  strife 
But  all  the  glory  of  the  sky  has  not  thy  piquant  life. 

So  I  rejoice  that  in  my  heart, among  remembered  things. 

There  dwells  a  bird  with  jeweled  brease  and  shining 

lacquered  wings. 

Swift 


R, 


ANNUAL  SPRING  CENSUS _ HAY  19,  1940 

Leaders  and  Territory 

Delaware  Park,  Forest  Lawn,  Lincoln  Park,  Parker  Ave.  to  Ellicott 
Creek,  Sheridan  Park  and  Two  Mile  Creek  •_••••  C.  S.  Beardslee 

Buffalo  Harbor  from  Tifft  St*  to  Peaco  Bridge  and  the  Niagara 
River  (Canadian  side  to  Falls)  to  Goat  Isl!uid  to  South  Bridge 

on  American  side . . . J.  Savage 

Canadian  Shore  to  Pt.  Colbourne  . T.  Nelly 

Candian  Shore  Pt,  Colbourne  to  Grand  River 

American  Shore,  Peace  Bridge  to  South  Bridge  and  Grand  Island, 

south  of  Staley  Hoad,  Beaver  Island-- . Dr.  Herndon 

Grand  Island,  north  of  Staley  Hoad,  Buckhom  Island  -Mrs.  Mansfield 

American  Shore  from  Tifft  St.,  west;  Lake  Chatauqua,  Barcellona . 

. Mr.  &  Mrs .Geo. Nr at ze r 

Hamburg,  Sandusky,  Pike  and  vicinity . Hr.  &  Mrs.  Creighton 

Go  wan  da  ,  State  Hospital  Grounds,  3.  Cattaraugus  Reservation . . 

.  .  B.  Sch wenger 

Let  oh  worth  Park  and  vicinity . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ulrich 

Emery  Park,  Holland,  So.  Wales  and  vicinity . H.  Verrill 

Bear  Swamp,  Clarence  Sinks,  Ellicott  Creek  Park,  to  Mill  Grove 


A 
B 

C 
D 
S 

F 
G 

E 
I 

J 
N 

L 

U 
N 

0 
p 

Q 
H 
S 

T  Zoar  Valley  & 
HTINGS: 


•Mrs.  Madison 


Hoad  and  vicinity 

Batavia,  LeHoy,  Oakfieia  and  vicinity— . Mrs.  Pixley 

Bond  Lake,  Tuscarora  Reservation,  Lewiston,  Wilson  and  vicinity 

.  C.  S  oner  side ,  H.  Thorpe 

Ontario  Shore,  Lyndonville  &  vicinity  W.  A.  &  Geo.  Smith 

Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  west  half . Mr.  and  Mrs.  E ckler 

Oak  Orchard  Swamp ,  East  half .  H.  D.  Mitchell 


Lancaster,  Cowlesville 


0 c 


vicinity . Mr.  &  Mi 


v*  c« 


Oliver  Swift 


Chestnut  Hidge  Park,  Orchard  Pk.  Cascade  Pk.-Kr.  &  Mrs,  Winship 

vicinity . . Hr.  f;  Mrs.  Brettle 

FUTURE  EVENTS 


5/22/40 

Wed 

6/12/40 

Wed 

6/26/40 

Wed 

No  meetings 

Report  on  Spring  Bird  Census 

Open  Forum  Meeting  Bflo.  Museum  of  Sc.  8:00  PM 
Probably  Motion  Pictures)  Bflo.  Museum  of  Sc.  ,T 
Out  door  meeting  at  Sharks  ton,  Ont.  6:30  P.M. 
Spring  supper  and  family, 
meetings  during  July  and  August. 

FIELD  TRIPS: 

Spring  Census  --  Loaders  listed  above. 

Canadian  Shore  -  Loader:  Robert  Mansfield 
30 1  at  Peace  Bridge  7:30  A.M.  Bring  Lunch 
e  1  op  hone;  PA  -4706. 


5/19/40  Sun. 
6/2  /40 


Sun . 
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Business  Manager  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Avenue , Buff alo ,  N. 
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1940 


Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

BUFFALO ,  NEW  YORK 


THE  MONTH 

The  temperature  for  the  month  remained  below  normal  by  -1*06°  daily 
Precipitation  was  above  normal  by  0,41  inches.  High  winds  May  15th. 
50  mi.  per  hr.  May  19th.  52  mi.  per  hr. 


On  only  two  days  early  in  the  month  did  the  temperature  rise  above 
normal.  The  protracted  cold  spell  from  the  7th  to  the  13th  kept  the 
migrants  here  in  large  numbers,  They  could  be  observed  close  to  the 
ground  rather  than  in  the  usual  place,  high  in  the  branches  of  the 
trees . 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Common  Loon 

May 

27 

1 

Red-throated  Loon 

tr 

30 

1 

Whistling  Swan 

TT 

1 

1 

TT 

5 

5 

TT 

30 

3 

Ruddy  Duck 

TT 

4 

1 

Rough -legged  Hawk 

TT 

11 

1 

Osprey 

11 

12 

TT 

15 

Duck  Hawk  (F) 

TT 

5 

1 

Pigeon  Hawk 

April 

28 

1 

Virginia  Rail 

May 

5 

1 

Sora 

TT 

5 

1 

1 

Semi-Palmat ed  Plover" 

12 

1 

Black -bellied  plover" 

5 

1 

Hudsonian  Curlew 

TT 

25 

24 

Upland  Plover 

April 

23 

1 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

■  May 

7 

American  Knot 

TT 

30 

2 

Least  Sandpiper 

TT 

10 

Red -backed  Sandpiper" 

10 

Semipcxlm&tod  " 

TT 

10 

Grand  Island  (Mitchell) 

Rock  House  Pt.  Ont .  (Creighton) 

Nu  Lake  (Pixley) 

Pt.  Abino,  Ont. ( Creighton,  Maxwell  Wheeler 
Rock  House  Pt.,  Ont  (Savage,  Creighton) 

(L)  Bumtship  Creek  (Herndon) 

00  (Dr.  Gordon  Meade) 

Reported  throughout  the  month  at  0.0.  by 
many  members  also  at  Gainsvillo  5/4/40 
( Creightons ) 

Portland  (Mitchell) 

Hamburg  (Wilson) 

Sharks  ton,  Ont.  (Creightons) 

(F)  near  Grand  River,  Ont.  (Eames) 

(F)  00  (Ecklers) 

(F)  Shark ston,  Ont.  (Creightons) 

00  (Ecklers) 

(F)  00  (Wilson) 

(F)  00  (Ecklers) 

(F)  Crescent  Beach,  Ont.  (Mitchell  et  al) 
(F)  Parker  nve .  (Beardslee) 

(F)  Orchard  Park  (Winships) 

(F)  Rock  House  Pt. , Ont .( Savage , Creighton) 
(F)  Batavia  (Pixley 
(F)  00  (Pixley) 

(F)  00  (Pixley) 


Sander ling 

May 

25 

( F) 

5 

50 

2 

Laughing  Gull 

Tf 

CD 

i — 1 

Caspian  Tern 

If 

5 

(F) 

Tf 

17 

1 

Black  Tern 

If 

5 

(F) 

O 

Yellow -billed  Cuckoo 

Tf 

16 

(P) 

1 

B1 -billed  Cuckoo 

TT 

15 

(F) 

jL 

1 

Ah  i  p  -  p  o  o  r -wi  1 1 

TT 

4 

(p) 

1 

TT 

14 

Hi  ght  hawk 

TT 

15 

(F) 

Ruby-thr.  Humming  Bird 

TT 

14 

1 

1 

Crested  Flycatcher 

’T  TT 

4 

(?) 

1 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

TT 

15 

(F) 

1 

Alder  Flycatcher 

TT 

15 

(F) 

Least  Flycatcher 

TT 

1 

(F) 

1 

n 

Wood  pewee 

T? 

15 

(F) 

-L 

l 

Cliff  Swallow 

TT 

5 

(P) 

Prairie  Mar sh  \  *  r  en 

TT 

4 

(F) 

Catbird 

TT 

5 

(F) 

Wood  Thrush 

TT 

1 

(p) 

Olive-backed  Thrush 

TT 

15 

(p) 

1 

Grey -cheeked  Thrush 

TT 

14 

(F) 

Voary 

Tf 

15 

(F) 

Blue-grey  Gnatcatcher 

TT 

5 

(P) 

Tf 

10 

1 

Am  eri  can  Pipit 

IT 

12 

(P) 

l 

Yellow-throat od  Vireo 

’T 

11 

(F) 

l 

Rod -eyed  Vireo 

TT 

8 

(  F) 

l 

Phil ad  el ph ia  V ir  eo 

*T 

13 

(F) 

l 

1 

Warbling  Vireo 

TT 

8 

(p) 

Pro  th  ono  t u.ry  Vi/'arb  lo  r 

»f 

13 

(F) 

1 

Golden-winged  ,r 

•f 

15 

(  F ) 

*1 

Tennessee  ” 

*f 

11 

( i  ) 

Orange d-crowned” 

*T 

7 

(p) 

l 

TT 

13 

1 

TT 

16 

6 

o 

TT 

17 

Ci 

1 

Parula  Warbler 

Tl 

13 

(p> 

1 

Yellow  Warbler 

TT 

3 

(p) 

Magno 1 i a  War b le  r 

Tf 

11 

(p) 

1 

Cape  May  'T 

IT 

lo 

(p) 

1 

1 


7 


Sharks t on, Ont .  (Mitchell  et  al) 
Mohawk  Pt .  On t * ( Savage > Ore ight on) 
Riga.  I!  Y  (A.  Ulrich) 

F  t  *  Eri  e  ,  Ont .  (  Cr e i  gh to n ) 

Delaware  Park  Lake  (Klepfer) 

Fort  Erie,  Out .  ( C re i  ght ons ) 

F o  re  s t  Lawn  ( Be  ards le  e ) 

Orchard  Park  (Winships) 

Orclia r d  p a rk  ( W inships) 

Forest  Lawn  (Herndon) 

Many  recoe'ds  Bel  aware  Park, 

Lincoln  Pk.,  Orchard  pk.  &Shadigee 
Lincoln  Park  (Mlepfers , Mansfield ) 
Forest  Lawn  (  many  m errh  er s  ) 

Orchard  Park  (kinship) 

Thom  Thicket  (Herndon) 

Fore s t  L av m  (  Mr s .  Ke 1 ly , Mr  s . 

Hickman ) 

00  ( Ecklers ) 

Batavia  (Pixley) 

L  in  c  o  In  P  ar  k  ( Man  s  f i  e  1  d ) 

Hamburg  ( Cre igh tons ) 

Forest  Lawn  (Mrs. l.Iansfi  eld  , Kelly , 

Hickman) 

00  (Ecklers) 

00  (Ecklers) 

00  ( Fames ) 

0  r ch  ar d  P  ark  (  V/  i n  sh  i  ps  ) 

Forest  Lawn  (Mrs.  Kelly , Hickman , 

Mansfield ) 

Shaaigee  (Pixley) 

Ba  tavi a  (Pixley) 

Forest  Lawn  ( Or o  t  k  e ) 

Lincoln  Park  (Somorside) 
i  Portland  (Mitchell  et  al ) 

Lincoln  Park  (Mrs.  Kelly,  Hickman) 
Forest  Lawn  (Mrs.  Kelly,  Mansfield) 
LoRoy  (Boardsloe) 

Forest  Lawn  (Mrs.  Kelly,  Mansfield, 

Hickman) 

Grand  Island  ( Kellys ) 

00  (Ecklers) 

00  (Pixley) 

Mohawk  Pt.  Ont.  (Merrill) 

Fo ret t  Lawn  ( Mr s .  Kelly ,Man sf ie Id ) 
LeRoy  (Beard sloe) 
iliagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

Fore  s  t  L  awn  ( M i t  ch  e 1 1 ) 

Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

Forest  Lawn  (Mrs.  Kelly ,Hansfi eld , 

Hickman ) 

00  (Pixley) 

Williams ville  (Hickman) 

Bel  aware  P  ark  ( Fame  s ) 

Forest  Lawn  (Mrs.  Kelly , Mansfield , 

Hickman ) 

LeRoy  (Bo ards lee) 


2 


Bl-throated  Blue  Warbler  Hay  11  (F)  1  Lincoln  Pk.  (Several  members) 

2  Mohawk  Pt. ,  Out.  (Verrill) 
Bl-throated  Green  TT  April  30  ( F)  1  West  Falls  (Borman) 


C  3 rule an  Warble r 

May 

15 

(F) 

Butaria  (Pixley) 

Blackburnian  ,T 

IT 

11 

(?) 

Forest  L  a r.  m  ( rn  any  m  embers) 

Delaware  P ark  ,T  TT 

2 

Moh awk  P  t .  On t .  (Verrill) 

Chesnut-side  'T 

if 

14 

( F) 

Forest  Lawn  (Many  members) 

Lincoln  Park  'T  !T 

Bay-breased  ” 

TT 

11 

( F) 

1 

Mohawk  Pt.  Ont .  (Verrill) 

Prairie  ,T 

TT 

15 

(F) 

Forest  I  awn  ( A lm  en dinger) 

TT 

20 

1 

Wanakah  (A.  3.  Wright,  Jr.) 

TT 

27 

1 

bturgeon  Pt.  (Beardslee) 

Yellow-Palm.  ,T 

TT 

10 

(F) 

1 

Lincoln  Park  (Mitchell) 

IT 

11 

1 

Mohawk  Pt.  Ont.  (Verrill) 

Ovenbird 

TT 

5 

(F) 

1 

Indian  Falls  (Charles  Lee  rep.  Thorpe 

Bor .  Wa  ter  Tie r u  s h 

IT 

1 

(F) 

00  (Pixley) 

L  a .  Wa  ter  Thrush 

TT 

5 

(F) 

1 

Holland  (Verrill) 

Mo  ur n i ng  Wa rb 1 e  r 

IT 

15 

(F) 

1 

lliagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

1 

00  (Pixley ) 

IT 

17 

1 

Or ch ard  Par k  ( Winsh ips ) 

M o rthe m  Yell o w  Th r . 

7 

(?) 

1 

Forest  Lawn  (Mrs.  Kelly,  Mansfield) 

Hooded  Warbler 

TT 

13 

(F) 

1 

Orchard  Park  (Mrs.  Johnson  rep. 

Winships ) 

Canada  ” 

TT 

15 

(F) 

2 

lliagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

1 

Forest  Lawn  ( Mrs .  Me  1  ly  ,  H i ckman ) 

1 

0  r  ch  ar  d  P  ark  (’Winships) 

Redstart 

TT 

5 

(?) 

0.0.  (Ecklers) 

Bobolink 

TT 

4 

(?) 

0.0.  (Ecklers) 

Orchard  Oriole 

TT 

13 

( F ) 

1 

Forest  Lawn  ( Mrs. Mansfield, Kelly , 

Hickman ) 

Baltimore  Oriole 

TT 

13 

(?) 

1 

Forest  Lawn  ( Mr s .  Mans  fie  Id ,  kelly , 

Hickman ) 

Baltimore  Oriole 

TT 

7 

(  F) 

1 

Green  Lake  (Borman) 

be ar 1 e  t  T ana ge r 

TT 

13 

(F) 

1 

LeEoy  (Beardslee) 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

TT 

11 

(F) 

1 

Forest  Lawn  ( Mi t ct  ell) 

Indigo  Bunting 

IT 

16 

(F) 

1 

Orchard  Park  (Winships) 

1 

Lincoln  P ark  ( Mans  field) 

Pine  bisk in 

Tf 

15 

(?) 

5 

Hamburg  (Wilson) 

White- or.  Sp a rr ow 

TT 

6 

(F) 

00  ( Ecklers  ) 

ahiSj 

AL  £ 

i*DT>T 

/  -i_  ...  V  JL 

HG 

CEESUb 

May  10,  1940 

Leader:  T.  kelly 

Weather:  A  warm  s 

unny  d 

O  T) 

-y  •» 

with  violent  thunderstorms  in  late  afternoon 

We  apparently,  s 

a le  ct o 

d  th 

.3  best 

week-end  of  the  spring  for  our  annual 

census,  for  the  wa 

rbl  or 

migrati 

on 

was  at  its  height.  31  species  were 

reported.  It, also 

,  was 

not 

t  00 

la 

te  for  the  duck  migration,  as  18 

species  were  recorded. 

The 

to  t; 

al, 

185  species,  equalled  tho  previous 

record*  Such  observations  as  tho  Bough-legged  Hawk,  6  Golden-cr. 
kinglet, and  Fox  Sparrow  indicate  that  so mo  early  migrants  were  held 
back  by  the  cold  weather  of  previous  weeks,  while  some  of  the  late 
v/u'blers,  such  as  mourning  and  Blackpoll  ,were  very  few  in  numbers. 

Such  Warblers ,  however,  as  Hash v ills ,  Magnolia,  Cape  May,  Black -thr-Blue 
Myrtle,  Blackburnian  and  Bay -breasted  were  present  in  unusual  numbers. 
Among  the  birds  whose  numbers  appeared  to  be  below  normal  were  killdeer; 
kingbird  4  Crested  Flycatcher,;  Phoebe;  Hourse  Wren;  Robin*  Bluebird,  and 
Meadowlark .  3 


The  following  birds,  observed  at  least  once,  on  other  censuses  were 
missed  in  1940,  Horned  Grebe;  D.  Cr.  Cormorant;  Eu.  Widgeon;  Gadwall; 
Canvas  Bad;  Buddy  Duck;  Broadwinged  Hawk,  Pigeon  Hawk  ;  King  Rail; 


Knot;  Baird’s  Sandpiper;  Barred  Owl;  L.  wared  Owl;  S.  Eared  Owl; 


Acadian  Flycatcher;  T.  Titmouse;  Pipit;  Conn.  Warbler;  and  Lincoln 
Sparrow,  On  the  Hay  censuses  during  the  past  six  years,  a  total  of 
216  species  has  been  recorded. 


Loon  3;  Bed- throated  Loon  1;  pied-billed 


Green  Heron  16 


Canada  Goose  8 


3.  Cr.  Eight  Heron  7;  Amer, 
Common  Mallard  SB;  Com.  Bli 


Teal 


Grebe  8;  Gr-Bluo  Heron  56; 

Bittern  £8 ;  Least  Bittern 
:.  Duck  50;  Baldpate  6; 


5 


5;  Blue-w, 


Pintail  6;  Green-w. 

Bing-necked  Duck  1;  Greater  Scaup  Duck  1; 

Amer*  Goldeneye  4;  Buffi  eh  ead  3;  Old -squaw  33; 


al  49  ;  Sh o v e  11  e r 


Lesser  Scaup 


Wht.  w. 


11;  Wood  Luck  2; 
Duck  160 ; 

Scoter  1;  Hooded 


Merganser  2;  Amer.  Merganser  12;  Bed-br.  Merganser  405 


Turkey  Vulture  5;  Sh&rp-sh.  Hawk  7;  Cooper’s  Hawk  5;  Bed-tailed  Hawk 


17;  Bed-should.  Hawk  5;  Bough-leg.  Hawk  1;  Mash  Hawk  16;  Osprey  1 


Duck  Hawk  1;  Bp  arrow  Hawk 
Virginia  Bail  7;  bora  4 


23 


Buffed  Grouse  7;  Bing-n, 


Florida  Gallinule  26;  Coot 


Pheasant 

23. 


100. 


Semi-palm,  Plover  38;  Killdeer  125;  Black-bell.  Plover  1;  Buddy  Turn¬ 
stone  32;  Woodcock  6;  Wilson’s  Snipe  3;  Upland  Plover  2;  Spotted  Sand- 


Greater  Yellow-legs  9;  Lesser  Yellow- 


piper  243;  Solitary  Sandpiper  15 
legs  5;  Pectoral  Sandpiper  12;  W-rump.  Sandpiper  1;  Least  Sandpiper  26; 
Bed-bkd  Sandpiper  7;  Semi-pm.  Sandpiper  22. 

Herring  Gull  197;  Bing-b.  Gull  295,  Bonaparte’s  Gull  304,  Forster’s 


Tern  4;  Common  Tern  440, 
144;  Yellow-b.  Cuckoo  1; 
poor-will  1,  Eight  hawk  2 
Belted  Kingfisher  27. 


T' 


Black 
Black -b. 
Chimney 


irn  12;  Bock  Dove  35;  Mourning  Dove 


Cuckoo  7 ; 
Swift  27  9 


Great 

Kuby- 


Horned  Owl  2 ; 
-th.  Hum.  Bird 


Whip- 

13; 


Piloated  Wdpkr.  4 


:r.  15;  Downy 
tested  Flycatcher 


Least 


Flicker  122 
sucker  1;  Hairy 
Kingbird  77;  C 
Alder  Flycatcher 
catcher  3. 

Prairie  Horn.  L  rk 
Swallow  220;  parn  Swallow 
Blue  Jay  54;  Crow  520. 

Black-c.  Chickadee  59.  White-br. 


Bed-headed  Wdpkr.  16;  Yellow-b.  Sap- 
Wdpkr .  34. 

41;  Phoebe  39,  Yellow-b.  Flycatcher 


Flycatcher  85;  ’Wood  Pew oo  31;  Olive-s.  Fly- 


Hyt.' 


Tree 


Swallow  188;  Bank  Swallow  207;  Bough -w. 
490;  Cliff  Swallow  24;  Purple  Martin  64; 


Eu that oh 


28 


Wren  84 


Winter  Wren  6 


Brown  Creeper  7;  House 
Short-b.  Marsh  Wren  2. 

Catbird  300;  Brown  Thrasher  12;  Robin  654;  Wood 
Thrush  13;  Olive-b.  Thrush  87;  Gray-ch.  Thrush 
Bl-gr.  Gnatcatcher  3;  Golden-or.  Kinglet  6; 
Waxwing  56;  Migrant  Shrike  1:  Starli: 


Bed-br. 

Prairie 


°4 


Eu  thatch  ^ 
Marsh  Wren 


29 


Cedar 


Thrush  80;  Hermit 
;  Veer y  71;  Bluebird 
uby-cr.  Kinglet  47  ; 

281;  Yellow- tii.  Vireo  6 


43 


Blue-headed  Vireo  9;  Red-eyed  Vireo  25;  Philadelphia  Vireo  5;  Warbling 


Vireo  6;  Bl.  &  Wh .  ’Warbler  44;  Prothonotary  Warbler 


Gold  en-w. 


Warbler  3; 
Eashviil 
V'arbler 


Blue-w, 


tjit 

V 


W 


/arbler 


wa: 

e  Warbler  93; 
390;  Cape  May 


'bier  1;  Tennessee 


Perula  Warbler  17 


warbler 

Yellow 


9;  Orange  Cr. -Warbler  4; 


W arbler  723.  Magnolia 


’Warbler  86;  Bl-thr.  Blue  Warbler  121;  Myrtle 


5;  Blackburnian 
Blackpoll 


280,  Bl-thr.  Green  Warbler  276;  Cerulean  Warbler 
arbler  198;  Chestnut -s.  Warbler  207;  Bay-br.  Warbler  50 
J arbler  10  ;  p in e  W a rb  1  e r  3  ;  W .  P aim .  Warbler  9 . 

Ovenbird  116;  Eor.  Water- thrush  22;  La.  ’Water-Thrush  2;  Mourning 
Warbler  3,  E.  Yellow- throat  146;  Hooded  Warbler  11;  Wilson’s  ’Warbler  17 
Canada  Warbler  51;  Redstart  225,  Brewster’s  Warbler  1;  English  Sparrow 
544.  Bobolink  186;  Meadowlark  132;  Redwing  1031;  Orchard  Oriol  24; 
Baltimore  Oriole  235;  Busty  Blackbird  2;  Bronzed  Grackle  269;  Cowbird  2 
Scarlet  T^nagor  50;  Cardinal  19;  Bose-br.  Grosbeak  89;  Indigo  Bunting  27; 
Purple  Finch  25;  Goldfinch  262 


%J  a. 


Gra  s  sh  o  pp  e  r  Sp  «r  r  ow  15  ; 
Col.  Junoo  o3 :  Chipping 


low’ 


Bed-eyed  Towhoo  38;  Savannah  Sparrow  51; 


Hen 

Sparrow  a 


s  sparrow 

°6 2*  Hi  eld 


5 


Vesper  Sparrow  81;  Slate- 

-  A  a 


Smr.T'r'nw  IPO 


White -cr.  Sparrow  47,  White-th.  Sparrow  85,  Pox  Sparrow  1 ,  Swamp  Sparro: 
44,  Song  Sparrow  619, 

Total  185  Species. 


NOTES 


8  at 
dai" 

:nowl  edge  ,  the  first  record  of  this  species 


south  of  Rochester.  The  bird  was  there  daily  until 
our 


hr.  Gordon  M.  lie  ad  e  located  a  Bachman’s  Sparrow  on  Hay 
Hendon  Pond  Park:, 

May  12th.  This  is  to 
i  n  W  e  s  t  e  rn  N  e  w  Y  o  rk  . 

On  June  2,  Mr.  George  North  of  Hamilton,  Out.  found  a  Burrowing  Owl 
in  a  field  near  the  bay  below  Unsworth’s  big  greenhouses  on  the  Toronto 
highway  east  of  Hamilton.  He  says,  ’’Go  down  first  crossroad  east  of 
the  Catholic  Cemetery  to  end  of  road  and  turn  left.  It  was  very  alert 
and  in  perfect  plumage.  Ho  bands  on  legs  or  other  signs  of  captivity. 
Just  the  color  of  the  sandy  soil  there.” 

On  June  11,  Mr.  Clark  Beardslee  found  2  singing  male  Kentucky 
Warblers  in  a  small  woods  about  half  way  between  Middle  port  and  Medina,, 
N.Y.,  where  they  are  undoubtedly  breeding.  The  patch  of  woods  is  on 
the  north  side  of  the  road  running  due  east  from  Uiddloport  to  the 


southern  outskirts  of  Medina, 
Mi dd 1 o port  row d . 

In  the  east  marsh 


aid 


1! 


direct  extension  ef  the  G.iSport- 


2  Pintail; 

1 

Shov 

that 

al  1  of 

th  e  s  q 

the 

Shuvell 

q 

r  was 

A 

family 

0 

f  scr 

ing 

near  th 

G 

s  tr  j 

sllor; 


at  Oak  Orchard  Swr-jnp  on  June  11  were  2  Gadws.ll; 

nd  4  Baldp^te,  all  males.  It  seems  probable 
ducks  are  breeding  in  this  area  hut  only  the  nest  of 
a c tu  ally  found  t her o  • 

each  owls  have  been  appo  ..ring  about  twilight  each  even- 
et  light  in  from  of  56  Bruit  ford  Place,  Buffalo. 

The  findings  of  the  observations  of  the  BULLETIN  OP  NEW  ENGLAND  BIRD 
LINE  for  April  show  a  decidedly  marked  influence  on  bird  migration,  by 
the  very  late  spring  and  prolonged  cold  of  winter.  Shore  birds,  only, 
arrived  early.  Land  birds  arrived  late  and  in  depleted  numbers.  The 
following,  notably,  arrived  in  smaller  numbers:  Killdeer;  Woodcock; 
Phoebe;  Tree  Swallow;  Hermit  Thrush;  Brown  Creeper,  Kinglets,  especially 
Golden-crowned.  The  retarding  weather  kept  more  birds  than  usual  in 
south  eastern  How  England,  where  they  remained  awaiting  more  favorable 
weather.  A  southwest  gale  on  April  21st  brought  with  it  a  Scarlet, 


rn 


xanager 


Xi.  _VJ 


I  p 


W 


V'ren  wintered 


-breasted  Grosbeak  and  two  Indigo  Bungings. 
i  t  N ewt u  n  C  ent r o . 


A  Carolina 


MEETING  OP  MAY  8 


Miss  Mildred  Baker  and  Miss  Heather  Thorpe  wore  elevated  to  active 
membership. 

A  letter  was  road  from  Miss  Elizabeth  Pro ch now,  who  has  gone  to 
Wilmington,  Delaware.  She  enclosed  a  check  for  five  dollars  to  be  used 
towards  the  purchase  of  a  letterhead  and  stationery  for  the  Society. 

The  program  portion  of  the  meeting  was  devoted  to  planning  the  Spring 
Census.  Our  President,  Mr.  Kelly,  was  appointed  the  leader. 

Winston  William  Brockner 


MEETING  OP  MAY 


O  O 


While  visiting  Cornell  University  recently,  Mr.  Clark  S.  Beardslee 
hau  an  opportunity  to  study  i  black  gyrfalcon  skin.  He  reported  that  it 
duplicated  our  recently  acquired  specimen. 

The  program  was  given  over  to  a  discussion  on  our  spring  census. 

Mr.  Kelly  gave  a  complete  report  of  the  event. 
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lii-i  Society  voted  for  letters  of  protest  to  Congress  on  the  bill  to 
permit  the  use  of  live  decoys. 

The  following  people  were  welcomed  into  our  organization  as 
associate  members:  Thomas  heaver,  Arthur  Schott,  John  Doyle,  and 
Lawrenc e  Murphy . 

Winston  William  Bro drier 


SPECIAL  POLICE 


At  the  meeting  on  June  1 
following  changes  to  our  c 
were  tabled  for  a  vote  unt 
(1)  A  nominating  comm 
nominees  for  offices  in  th 
This,  committee  would  taka 


committee,  who  now  p] 


nit 


( 2 )  The  ss cond  ch ange 
statisticians  to  tame  over 
stati sticians . 

Please  send  your  records 
30  East  Morris  .avenue,  Buf 
editor  of  the  Pro thonotary 
in  the  job  of  compiling  an 


2th,  the  executive  committee  proposed  the 
onstitution.  These,  according  to  our  by-laws, 
il  the  next  meeting  on  June  26th: 
ittee,  whoso  duties  shall  be  the  choosing  of 
e  society,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  president 
over  these  functions  from  the  executive 
a  slate  of  officers  at  each  annual  meeting, 
asks  for  the  appointment  of  junior 
some  of  the  work  now  done  by  our  present 

,  regularly  and  early  to  Ward  Mlepfer, 
falo,  II.  Y.  He  has  been  elected  as  assistant 
.  Early  returns  of  observations  help  greatly 
a  publishing  your  paper. 

Editor . 


MEETINGS 


FUTURE  EVENTS 


June  26  -  Wednesday  -Outdoor  meeting  at  Sharks ton,  Out. 

6: BO  P.M.  Bring  supper  and  family. 

Take  left  hand  road  past  the  quary  and  meet  on  the 
beach . 

(No  meetings  during  July  and  August) 


TRIPS: 


July  28  -  Sunday  -  Lake shore  trip.  Details  in  next  issue. 

Leader:  Ed  Ulrich.  Pa-8896. 
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Published,  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

BUFFALO ,  HEW  YORK 


THE  MOUTH 


The  month  of  June  was  very  wet,  precipitation  being  over  1-1  /sTT  above 
normal.  In  only  2  instances  in  over  20  years  has  there  been  greater 
precipitation  recorded. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  month,  temperatures  were  below  normal 
on  only  3  days;  the  high  being  88’  degrees  on  the  10th.  However,  the 
last  12  days  of  the  month  were  all  below  normal  in  temperature,  so  that 
the  average  was  1.4  degrees  below  normal  for  the  on tire  month.  High 
winds  49  mi.  per  hr.  on  tho  25th,  and  46  mi.  per  hr.  on  the  28th. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Common  Loon  June 

6 

* 

1 

Lime  Lake  (Vaughan,  Burnett) 

Red-Thr.  Loon 

TT 

4 

1 

Lowbank  s ,  Ont .  ( Earn e s ) 

IT  TT 

Dbl. -cr. Cormorant 

Tf 

2 

(F) 

1 

Last  week  of  Juno  2  (1  ad.,  1  Im. ) 
Eanitou  (Edson) 

P  t .  Ma i 1 1 and ,  Ont •  ( Mans  field  et  al) 

TT 

7 

CL) 

2 

N.  End  of  Grand  Is.  (Vaughan,  Burnett) 

Gad wall 

TT 

11 

2 

0.0.  ( Mitch oil ) 

Baldpate 

TT 

11 

4 

0  0  (Mitchell) 

Pintai 1 

TT 

11 

2 

0  0  (Mitchell) 

Shoveller 

TT 

11 

1 

0  0  (Mitchell) 

Lesser  Scaup 

TT 

12 

1 

Cuba  Lake  (Vaughan,  Burnett) 

Am.  Golden-eye 

TT 

7 

2 

Seen  continuously  at  Dunkirk  and 
Niagara  Falls  during  June 

Niagara  River  (Vaughan,  Burnett) 

Red-br.  Merganser 

TT 

12 

2 

Cuba  Lake  (Vaughan,  Burnett) 

Semi-palmated  Plover 

3 

(L) 

2 

Franklinville  (Vaughan,  Burnett) 

Ruddy  Turnstone  June  2  (L)18  Pt.  Colbourne -Rock  House  Pt.  Ont. 

(Mansfield  et  al) 

Hud  so  nian  Cur  lev;  ,f  2  (L)  6  Sugar  Loaf,  Ont.  (Mansfield  et  al ) 

Baird ’s  Sandpiper  Hay25(F)  1  Oak  Orchard  (Ecklers) 

Least  Sandpiper  June  7  (L)  5  Niagara  Falls  (Vaughan,  Burnett) 

Knot  "  4  (L)  Lowbanks,  Ont.  (Eames) 

Sb-mi-palm. Sandpiper  7  (L)  4  Niagara  Falls,  (Vaughan,  Burnett) 
Franklin’s  Gull  May  11(F)  3  (probably  Franklin’s,  possibly  Laughing 

Gulls)  Vega  (A.  Ulrich) 

4  Farmersville  (Vaughan,  Burnett) 

Also  reported  regularly  during  the  month 
from  0.0.  (Ecklers) 


Black  Tern 


June  5 


* 


■ 

•• 


' 


Yellow-bel •  Sapsucker  June  5  1  Franklinville-Letchworth  Pic. Vaughan, 

Burne tt ) 


Olive-sided  Flycatcher 
Tufted  Titmouse 
Hermit  Thrush 

Olive -hacked  Thrush 
Blue -headed  Vireo 

Philadelphia  Vireo 
Black  &  Wh.  Warbler 

Golden-w.  Warbler 
Blue-w.  Warbler 
Brewster’s  Warbler 


Blaok-thr.  Blue  W. 


June 

2  (L) 

1 

1 

or  ” 

2  (L) 

1 

TT 

16 

1 

TT 

3-12 

6 

TT 

3-12 

3 

TT 

12 

2 

TT 

3 

1 

TT 

2  (L) 

1 

TT 

5 

p 

TT 

8 

2 

TT 

1 

2 

May 

26 

1 

TT 

26 

1 

June 

15 

1 

TT 

3-12 

3 

Blackburnian, 

Jock  House  Pt.  Out.  (”  fT  ”) 

Chestnut  Ridga  Park  (Beardslee) 
Orchard  Pk.  (Doyle) 

Franklinvill e  and  vicinity  (Vaughan, 

Burne  tt ) 

Framklinville  (Vaughan,  Burnett) 
Alleg.  State  Park  ( Vaughan, Burnett ) 


IT 


Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  (Mansfield  et  al ) 
Letchworth  Park  (Vaughan,  Burnett) 
Alleg.  State  Pk.  ” 

Springville  (Brockner,  Somerside) 
Gowanda  (Ulrichs,  Mrs.  Kelly) 
Versailles  ”  "  ,f 

Versailles  (Mitchell) 

Alleg.  State  Pk.  (Vaughan,  Burnett) 


and  Canada  Warbler  and  northern  Water  Thrush  reported  more'  or  less 
regularly  during  the  month  of  June,  from  various  places. 


B  ay  -b  r .  W  ar  bl  e  r 

June 

2 

(L) 

1 

Black -pol  Warbler 

’T 

r> 

(L) 

2 

Kentucky  Warbler 

TT 

11 

(F) 

p 

T'W 

1 

Conn.  Warbler 

•T 

3 

(L) 

1 

Wilson's  Warbler 

TT 

O 

(L) 

3 

Orchard  Oriole 

*T 

2 

6 

TT 

Ct 

4 

1 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  (Mansfield  et  al) 

0  0  (Ecklors) 

Males  seen  and  heard,  Medina( Boardsls 
heard,  Shelby  (Beardslee) 

Be  1  aware  ?. rrk  (Hit che  11 ) 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  (Mansfield  et  al) 

Pt.  Maitland,  Bock  House  Pt.  Ont. 
(Mansfield  et  al) 

Bockhouse  Pt. ,  Ont.  (Eames) 


Total  species  from  Jan.  1st  to  June  1st  226 

2  new  species  for  June  (Cormorant,  Ky.Warb.) _ 2 

Total  to  July  1st  228 

Ecklers  report  Am.  Egret  0.  0. 

July  4th  1 

July  to  date  229 


HO TE WORTHY  NESTING  RECORDS 


Legend;  Y -young,  N-nest,  E-egg,  00-  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  YO  Young  out  of 


nest,  YN 

-Young  in  nest. 

Bl.-cr.  Night  Heron 

July 

6  100  N 

Lake  Ontario  Shore  (Kendall,  rep. 

Mitchell ) 

Wood  Duck 

Juno 

16 

9  YO 

00  (Ecklors) 

TT 

23 

14  YO 

00  (Ecklers) 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

May 

4 

N 

Pt.  Abino,  Ont.  (James,  rep. Mitchell ) 

'T 

19 

2  N 

Hamburg  (Creightons,  Wilson) 

June 

26 

5  YN 

pt.  Abino,  Ont.  (Murphy) 

Bed-tailed  Hawk 

April 

27 

N 

Holland  (Verrill) 

May 

5 

N 

Zoar  Valley  (Mitchell) 

*T 

12 

N 

Holland  (Verrill) 

Sparrow  Hawk 

June 

8 

N4E 

N.  Parker  Ave.  (  Jameson) 

TT 

19 

3YN 

So.  Gr.  Island  Bridge  (Murphy) 

TT 

21 

1  YO 

Window  ledge  of  Morgan  Bldg. (Mulle tt , 

rep.  Mitchell) 

I 


Hing-n.  Pheasant 

Man 

y  nests  reported  12-18E*  May  15, 

J  une  4 

May 

23 

N 

24E 

Goat  Is.  (Beardslee) 

Virginia  Rail 

June 

17 

& 

24 

8  YO  00  ( Ecklers  ) 

tt 

18 

3 

YO 

Sinking  Ponds,  E.  Aurora  (R.  Pratt 

Florida  Gallinule 

!T 

23 

9 

YO 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

Coo  t 

TT 

23 

1 

YO 

0  0  ( Ecklers ) 

Upland  Plover 

M 

27 

1 

YO 

Hunter7 s  Creek  (James) 

Spotted  SciiidpipGr 

tr 

26 

N 

4E 

Sh  e  rk 8 1 o  n ,  On t .  ( Mur phy ) 

Common  Tern 

July 

7 

1500N 

from  fresh  E  to  Y  all  states,  Gull 

Is.  Out.  (Mitchell  et  al) 

Black -billed  Cuckoo 

J  una 

16 

YN 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

N  Flicker 

July 

2 

YN 

Ton aw and a  (Pis chor ) 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

May 

19 

N 

Letchworth  Pk.  (Ulrichs,  Wanders) 

Harry  Wo o  dp e ck e  r 

June 

7 

N 

Attica  (Beardslee) 

Prairie  Horned  Lark 

May 

10 

N 

3YN 

IE  Parker  Ave .  (Beardslee) 

Cliff  Swallow 

if 

19 

11  N 

0  0  (Mitchell  et  a.1 

June 

1 

< 

5  N 

Springville  (Brockner,  Somerside) 

Blue  Jay 

May 

19 

N 

5E 

Holland  (James  et  al) 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

TT 

20 

June  N,  E  &  Y  Derby  (Larkin) 

Prairie  Marsh  Wren 

June 

4 

N 

'0  0  (Ecklers) 

Cedar  Wax wing 

IT 

16 

N 

4E 

Orchard  Pk.  (John  Doyle) 

Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

i? 

4 

N 

00  (Ecklers) 

Pro  thonotary  Warbler  May 

■20 

N 

00  (Ecklers) 

uO 

T-T 

Jit 

bE 

00  (Ecklers)  ' 

June 

15 

5YN 

00  (Ecklers) 4 

Yellow  Warbler 

Many  nests  reported  May  25  -  June  i 

1 

N 

3E 

&  1  Cowbird  E  #  00  (Ecklers) 

Hooded  Warbler 

?T 

17 

N 

3E 

Sc  2  Cowbird*  B  ’  00  (Dave  Allan,  son 

of  Dr.  A.  A.  Allen,  rep.  Ecklers) 

Canada  Warbler 

TT 

23 

YO 

00  (Ecklers) 

Redstart 

TT 

1 

N 

3E 

00  (Ecklers) 

Savannah  Sparrow 

T! 

4 

N 

2E 

Rockhouse  Pt.,  Out.  (E&mes) 

Vesper  Sparrow 

May 

■  5 

N 

4E 

Zoar  Valley  (Prentis,  Mitchell, 

Winships ) 

»T 

17 

N 

4E 

Hamburg  (Wilson) 

Field  Sparrow 

June 19 

N 

2YN 

Gr  an d  Is.  ( Murphy ) 

NOTE 

S 

stepped  into  this  year.  My 

include  work  in  botany,  entom- 


Up  to  June  50 ,  1940,  227  species  have  been  reported  for  the  year. 

Many  of  us  envy  Billy  Vaughan  his  summer  job  at  Moosilauke  Summit 
Camp,  Glencliff,  N.  H.  He  writes:  "I  havo  discover ea  that  this  is 
quite  an  interesting  summer  job  I  have 
title  is  "naturalist" ,  and  my  activity 
ology  and  geology,  as  well  as  ornithology.  Preparation  of  field  notes 
and  signs  for  a  nature  trail  similar  to  the  one  that  Professor  Alexander 
built  in  All  eg  my  State  Park,  the  taking  of  color  photographs  to  use  as 
slides  in  illustrating  my  talks,  and  the  development  of  a  small  nature 
museum  on  the  summit  here  have  been  my  principal  activities  since  I 
arrived  about  two  weeks  ago.  With  the  altitude  varying  from  1600  ft. 
to  4610  ft.  at  the  summit  I  find  that  there  is  a  great  variety  of  bird 
life  and  plant  life.  My  bird  list  for  the  mountain  so  far  comes  to 


Poout  40  species,  aid  I  think  it  will  reach  sixty  by  the  end  of  tho 


summer, 
as  on, 


N  011 


Q  n 


and 


e  of  the  birds  I  hav 
the  spruce  grouse  is 


i  found  so  far  a: 
the  only  one  we 


'3  unusual  here  at  this 
never  have  at  any 


season  in  Western  Hew  York.  White-thr.  Sparrows,  Myrtle,  Nashville  and 


Black -poll  Warblers,  Golaen-cr.  kinglets  and  Bicknell’s  Thrushes  arc  all 
nesting  in  this  area.  The  Arctic  three-toed  Woodpecker  has  been  report¬ 
ed  in  previous  summers,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  it  yet." 
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Bill  Jama son  is  spending  the  summer  with  an  expedition  in  Hew 
Brunswick,  G-aspe  Peninsular,  etc.  He  mentions  many  nesting  Warblers  such 
as  Cape  May  and  Bay -breasted ,  Sharp -shinned  Hawks,  Common  and  Goshawks 
not  uncommon.  Many  Piping  Plover  on  the  beaches,  A  Mr.  J.  L.  Wishart, 
whom  he  met,  mentioned  finding  a  nest  of  Evening  Grosbeaks  near  Chance 
Harbor,  H.B.  and  .said  he  saw  the  parents  feeding  young  in  the  nest. 

He  will  try  to  get  more  data  on  this  observation.  Whit e -winged  Cross¬ 
bills  and  Acadian  Chickadees  are  other  interesting  observations  which 
Bill  mentions* 

Mildred  Baker  wrote  of  the  following  experiences  on  part  of  her  trip 
down  the  Colorado  River:  "Having  a  fine  trip  so  far,  having  run  all 
rapids  successfully  up  to  now.  Have  been  amazed  at  the  large  numbers 
of  Canada  geese  and  young.  Hundreds  of  Magpies,  Cassin’s  kingbirds, 
Canyon  Wrens,  Ravens,  Hawks  mostly  Red-tails,  Osprey,  Bald  Eagle. 

Last  few  days  have-  been  going  thru  Desolation  Canyon,  where  .there  has 
been  practically  no  wild  life  of  any  kind.  Expect  to  reach  Green  River, 
Utah  on  the  9th.  Rescued  a  young  osprey  from  the  water  which  had 
become  excited  -  tried  to  fly  and  fell  in  the  water.  Regards  to  all 
the  B.  0.  S.’  Mildred  E.  Baker". 


Blue 


Observations  of  the  Bur roughs -Audubon  Mature  Club  of  Rochester,  as 
reported  by  Mr.'Edson,  include:  for  week  ending  June  7,  Broad-winged 
Hawk ,  week  ending  June  14, 

Sepulcher  Cemetery;  week  of 

June  28,  Baldpate  and  Pileated  Woodpecker,  the 
Park  (also  reported  nesting  by  the  Ulrichs  and 


Grosbeak  along 
J  une  2 1 ,  wh  i  s  1 1  i  ng 


July  5,  two  Red-throated  Loon,  1  adult,  1  imm. 


the  railroad  near  Holy 
swan.  For  week  ending 
latter  from  Letohworth 
Wander);  week  ending 
just  west  of  Manitou. 


Tho  Bulletin  of  Hew  England  Bird  Life  reports  a  delayed  May  migration, 
with  noticeable  absence  of  "waves",  in  contrast  to  the  tremendous  wave 
of  warblers  which  passed  through  western  Hew  York  in  mid-May.  Although 
most  land  birds  were  very  late,  shorebirds  were  about  a  week  ahead  of 
normal.  Hew  England,  with  its  long  ocean  shoreline  and  great  variety 
of  terrain  in  the  interior,  all  covered  for  years  by  hundreds  of 
experience  observers,  always  yields  a  wealth  of  remarkable  records. 

Most  amazing  recorded  in  this  Bulletin  are  Yellow-billed  Tropic  Bird 
(May  26,  Haverhill);  Swallow-tailed  kite  (1  Mass.,  2  Conn.);  Blue-gray 
Gnat catch or  ( Cambridge BrewsterTs  Warbler  (8  Mass,  records); 

Lawrence’s  Warbler  (May  11,  W.  Hartford,  Conn.);  Black-throated  Gray 
Warbler  (May  13,  Amherst);  Kentucky  Warbler  (May  23,  Nahsnt,  collected, 
first  official  Mass,  record);  Summer  Tanager  (May  22,  Cambridge);  and 
Evening  Grosbeak  (up  to  June  1,  Topsfield). 


JUKE  12  MEET IMG 


Mrs.  Kelley,  a  prominent  member  of  the  Audubon  Society  of  the  Pacific 
Coast,  attended  the  meeting.  She  has  been  visiting  the  east  to  study 
Warbler  migrations.  Her  kind  offer  to  assist  people  visiting  California 
to  locate  birds,  should  be  remembered  by  all. 

The  program  was  devoted  to  a  lecture  by  Ward  klepfer,  who  told  of  his 
recent  trip  to  Cape  May.  He  was  accompanied  on  his  trip  by  Mrs.  klepfer 
and  Robert  Mansfield.  Among  their  finds  were  white-eyed  Vireos,  Fish 
Crows,  Hudsonian  Curlews,  and  Clapper  Rails.  The  lecture  was  illustrate! 
with  movies  and  still  pictures,  mostly  in  color. 
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JUNE  26  LICET  III  G 

The  final  moating  of  tho  season,  moved  out  doors  and  was  held  at 
Sherkston.  The  business  session  was  preceded  by  a  picnic  supper. 
Important  amendments  to  the  Constitution  were  approved.  The  greatest 
change  will  be  in  nomination  of  officers,  A  new  committee,  the  Nominal 
mg,  composed  of  I'r.  Benjamin  Winship,  chairman,  Mrs.  Ed.  Ulrich, 
and  Ward  Klepfer  will  propose  the  ballot  at  the  annual  meeting. 

This  power  was  formerly  vested  in  the  Executive  Committee.  New 
copies  of  the  Constitution,  embodying  the  amendments,  will  bo 
distributed  soon. 

Winston  William  Brockner 


FUTURE  EVENTS 


FIE LB  TRIPS: 


J  uly  28  -  Sunday  7:30  A^LI.  Canadian  Shore  Trip 

Meet  at  Peace  Bridge 
Leader:  Ed  Ulrich  Pa-8896 


Editor 

AssTt  Editor- 
Treasurer 
Business  Manage 


Edward  C.  Ulrich,  19  3  LaSalle  Avenue,  Buffalo, 
Ward  Klepfor,  30  East  Morris  Ave. Buffalo, 
Miss  Bertha  Schwengor ,  526  Delaware  Ave. Buffalo, 
r  -  Alfred  L.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Ave ., Buffalo , 


II. 

IT. 

IT. 

IT. 


Y. 

Y. 

Y. 

Y. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Honorary  President  -  James  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

President  -  Tom  M.  Holly,  150  Pnrkv/ood  Ave.,  Zennore,  N.Y. 

Vice  President  -  Janes  Creighton,  191  Highland  Ave.,  Hamburg,  N.Y. 

Treasurer  -  Mrs.  R.  D.  Madison,  218  Brantwood  Rd. Snyder,  N.Y. 

Recording  Secretory-  W.  W.  Brockner,  175  Dutton  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

% 

Statistioi— ns:  Harold  D.  Mitchell  and  Clark  S.  Boardslee 
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THE  MONTH 


Precipitation  for  July  was  -1.55”  below  normal.  18  days  showed  a 
plus  temperature.  11  days  minus  0  -2  days  normal,  with  an 

average  daily  departure  of  -0.2°  for  the  month. 

High  wind  40  mi.  per  hr.  July  26. 


NOTEwOHTHY  RECORDS 


(F)  first  migrant,  (L)  last  migrant,  (00)  Oak  Orchard  Swamp 


Amer.  Egret 

July 

4 

1 

Baldpate 

IT 

7 

2 

Pintail 

IT 

25 

1 

Less  Scaup 

IT 

9 

2 

Turkey  Buzzard 

TT 

25 

40 

•Sharp  shinned  Hawk 
CooperTs  ” 


Semi-p.  Plover 

TT 

28 

(F)10 

B^ck-b.  ” 

TT 

28 

(?) 

1 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

TT 

28 

(F) 

1 

Upland  Plover 

TT 

28 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

TT 

13 

(F) 

Greater  Yellow-legs 

TT 

28 

(?) 

Yellow-legs 

TT 

7 

( F ) 

6 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

TT 

28 

(?)12 

Least  Sandpiper 

TT 

6 

(?) 

1 

Lowitcher 

IT 

28 

(?) 

9 

Semi-p. Sondp ip or 

TT 

7 

(?) 

2 

Western  Sandpiper 

TT 

28 

(?) 

2 

Sanderl ing 

TT 

28 

(F)10 

Black  Tern 

TT 

7 

50 

TT 

21 

TT 

28 

50 

00  (Bcklers) 

Cull  Island,  Ont .  ( Mitchell  et  al ) 
Rock  House  Pt.  Out.  (Ulrich  et  al) 
Niagara  Palls  (^itchell) 
to  50  over  woods  near  Ft. Erie  race 
track  Ft.  nrie ,  Ont.  (Savage) 

East  week  July  Eoar  Valley  (Wander) 

TT  ft  TT  IT  TT  n 

Erie  Reach,  Ont.  (Ulrich  et  al) 

Rock  House  Pt.  Ont.  (Ulrich  et  al) 
Lowbanks,  Ont*  (Ulrich  et  al) 

Rock  House  Pt.  Ontario  (Ulrich  et  al) 
Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

Crystal  Beach,  Ont.  (Ulrich  et  al) 
Gull  Island,  Ont.  (Mitchell  et  al) 
Canadian  Shore  (Ulrich  et  al) 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  (Mitchell) 

Morgan’s  Pt.  &  Rock  House  Pt.Ont. 

(Ulrich  et  al) 

Gull  Island,  Ont.  (Mitchell  ot  al) 
Crystal  Beach  &  Morgan’s  Pt.  Ont. 

( Ulrich  e t  al ) 

Canadian  Shore  (Ulrich  et  al) 

Gull  Island,  Ont.  (Mitchell  et  al ) 

00  (Ecklers) 

Canadian  Shore  (Ulrich  et  al) 


>. ' 


•• 


Nighthawk  July  14  2 

Pileated  Woodpecker 


Short-b.  Marsh  Wren 

IT 

7 

N o  r .  7/a  ter  -Thrush 

♦  T 

28 

Orchard  Oriole 

IT 

28 

Cardinal 

IT 

28 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

White -thr.  Sparrow 

IT 

27 

G/d 

Perch/ on  tree  on  Delaware  Ave . ( Schwenger 
late  July  Soar  Valley  (Wander) 

Pt.  Maitland,  Ont.  (Brockner) 

Crystal  Beach,  Ont.  (Ulrich  et  al ) 

I: organ T s  pt .  ,  Ont .  ( Ulrich  e t  al ) 

Pt.  Col  bo  me,  Ont.  (Ulrich  et  al) 

Late  July  -  Soar  Valley  (Wander) 

,f  "  -  Heard  singing  on  2 

occasions  -  Zoar  Valley  (Wander) 

One  singing  -  Derby  (Larkin) 


ADDITIONAL  NESTING  RECORDS 


Black  Duck 
Pintail 
Greon-w.  Teal 
Blue-w.  Teal 
Wood  Duck 
Common  Tern 

Mourning  Dovo 
Red-headed  Wo< 
Kingbird 
Phoebe 

Bam  Swallow 
Cliff  ” 

House  wren 


July 

7 

7Y 

about 

IT 

7 

2Y 

TT 

IT 

15 

N7E 

OQ  ( 

IT 

5 

N8Y 

00  ( 

IT 

21 

8Y0 

00  ( 

IT 

7 

1500 

plus 

of  gr 

April 

27 

NEE 

May  N 

rcker 

July 

July 

7 

YN 

00  (E 

IT 

13 

&  20 

4  YN 

n 

O 

IT 


weeks 

IT 


old  - 

IT 


Gull 

IT 


IS 


M 


( Tilley ) 
(Mitchell ) 


5 


ep.  Ecklor) 


»? 


T» 


IT 


4 

4 

13 


4YN 

V7T 

1  N , 
&  20 


Robin 

IT 

4 

IT3E 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

June 

23 

IE 

Prothonotary  Warbler 
Hooded  Warbler  July 

7 

IT  IE 

Reastart 

June 

oO 

N3E , 

Bobolink 

July 

6 

YN 

Slate -col. June o 


IT  with  1  to  4E  &  Y  in  all  stages 
owth  Gull  Is. Ont.  (Mitchell  et  al) 
2E  -  Batavia  (Pixley 
13  YU  Grand  Is.  (Schwenger) 
cklers ) 

Rose  Hill,  Ont.  (Mitchell) 

5  YU  00  ( Eclil  ers  ) 

July  7  YO  00  (Ecklers) 

4  YU  Rose  Hill,  Ont.  (Mitchell) 

00  (Ecklers) 

2  Cowbird  Y,  June  25  1Y  -  IT  4  ft.  from 
ground  Batavia  (Pixley) 

July  6  YO  00  ( Eckler ) 

2  Cowbird  Y  Batavia  (Pixley) 

July  7  3  YN 
00  (Ecklers) 

Late  July  IT  4E  also  YO  Zoar  Valley 

( Wander) 


LEGEND:  Y-young,  U-nest,  E-egg,  OO-Oak  Orchard  Swamp, 

YO  Young  out  of  nest,  YIT-Young  in  nest 


Clarence  Beal  now  at  the  W.  K.  Kellogg  Bird  Sanctuary,  Augusta,  Mich, 
tells  of  his  observat ion  in  Mich.: 

"In  comparing  my  records  this  spring  with  those  of  the  Buffalo  region 
of  about  th3  same  latitude,  I  find  that  the  birds  generally  reach  this 
section  earlier  than  at  Buffalo.  Of  course  there  are  exceptions,  but 
they  may  possibly  be  due  to  my  missing  certain  species  -  or  in  the  case 
of  some  like  the  Veery,  Mourning  Warbler,  Red  Breasted  Nuthatch,  - 
they  pass  through  this  section  rapidly  -  and  so  I  did  not  see  them 
until  visiting  northern  Michigan  in  late  May. 

Life  birds  which  I  have  added  have  been  the  Sandhill  Crane  (with 
Dr.  Edward  Walkinshaw  when  he  found  a  nest  near  Jackson,  Mich.), 

Gadwall,  WilsorMs  Phalarope  (saw  a  female  which  probably  had  nest  nearby - 
S&ginaw  Bay  area  -  only  two  nest  records  for  Mich.-  June  15),  Red-bellie( 
Woodpecker,  (saw  2  on  April  4). 

P.  S.  -  My  regards  to  all  members  of  the  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIET' 
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Clarence  M.  Beal 
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REVIEW 


long  awaited  with  eager  anticipation  by  ornithologists  in  general  and 
observers  in  nearby  localities  in  particular,  W.  E.  Clyde  Todd’s 
’’BIRDS  of  WESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA”  has  finally  appeared,  and  fully 


justifies  our  expectations.  The  author  has  studied  the  bird  life  of 
the  area  for  fifty  years,  and  for  the  past  forty  years  has  been  plann¬ 
ing  to  publish  a  check  list,  Necessary  funds  have  only  recently  been 
available,  but  the  book  is  undoubtedly  much  more  complete  in  every 
respect  because  of  the  delay.  During  the  interim  a  considerable  number 
of  qualified  observers  has  come  to  his  assistance,  so  that  evory  county 
seems  to  have  be3n  vory  thoroughly  covered.  The  author  has  also 
collected  and  evaluated  every  reference  in  literature  to  the  birds  of 
the  region,  and  although  he  has  subjected  these  and  all  recont  records, 
particularly  those  based  on  sight  obsrvations,  to  a  very  severe  standard 
of  judgment,  pet  the  final  impression  given  the  reader  is  one  of 
scientific  fairness,  since  many  sight  records  made  under  favorable 
conditions  by  competent  observers  have  been  accepted. 

Here,  therefore,  is  a  book  which  combines  scientific  accuracy  with 
popular  usefulness.  The  text  gives  a  description  of  the  species,  its 
status  in  western  Pennsylvania,  its  dates  of  arrival  and  doaprture ,  and 
its  habits.  Many  species  are  illustrated  by  pen  and  ink  sketches,  and 
for  the  rarer  species  a  distributional  map  is  added.  The  historical 
and  ecological  chapters  in  the  introduction  arc  excellent. 

Dr.  George  M.  Sutton  has  illustrated  the  book,  both  with  the  black  and 
white  sketches  throughout  the  text  and  with  the  beautiful  portraits 
found  in  the  supplement.  These  latter  do  not  illustrate  every  species 
listed  in  the  book,  but  do  portray  those  which  most  observers  find 
difficult  to  identify.  They  are  in  every  case  drawn  one-third  life 
size,  with  each  species  having  its  own  individual  portrait  in  which  it 
is  surrounded  by  its  typical  environmental  background.  One  of  the  most 
welcome  features  is  the  inclusion  of  fall  plumages  in  the  warblers, 
something  which  has  been  sadly  wanting  in  other  books,  but  beautifully 
done  here. 

Of  particular  interest  to  us  are  the  records  of  southern  and  western 
species  which  are  of  r^re  or  doubtful  occurrence  in  western  Dew  York,  or 
which  have  never  yet  been  recorded  here.  We  find  it  very  instructive  to 

such  birds  as 


read  the  accounts  of  such  birds  as  the  Dickcissel,  Lark  Sparrow,  Summer 
Tanager,  Blue  Grosbeak,  Kentucky  Warbler,  Bachman’s  Sparrow,  Western 
Meadowlark,  Worm-eating  Warbler,  and  many  others;  and  a  study  of  the 
little  distributional  maps  is  most  illuminating. 

All  in  all,  ’’BIRDS  of  WESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA”  is  a  well-designed ,  well- 


executed  work  by  an  ornithologist  of  the  first  rank,  and  a  book  which 
should  particularly  appeal  to  western  New  York  observers. 


C.  S.  Boardslee 


NOTES 

The  58th  slated  meeting  of  the  A.  0.  U.  will  bo  held  at  Boston,  Mass, 
on  Sept.  9-15,  1940.  Sessions  on  Sept.  10,  11  and  12  will  be  open  to 
the  public.  Sept.  15,  Field  Trip  to  Coast  north  of  Boston; 

Sept.  14  and  15  an  overnight  field  trip  to  Chatham,  Cape  Cod,  including 
a  beach  wagon  trip  to  Llonomoy  Point,  and,  if  weather  permits,  a  boat 
trip  to  observo  pelagic  birds. 

Mrs.  York  in  a  letter  to  Hr.  Mitchell  reported  that  a  European 
Gold-finch  spend  the  summer  at  Ithica,  New  York. 
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'TThe  Bulletin  of  Hew  England  Bird  Life” for  June  reports  that  after  a 
late  spring,  the  nesting  birds  in  general  had  a  satisfactory  season, 
a... though  in  decreased  numbers*  Bed-breasted  nuthatches,  Brown  Creepers  T 
Winter  and  Short-billed  Marsh  Wrens,  both  Kinglets  and  Blue-headed 
Vireos  seem  particularly  scarce  on  their  breeding  grounds* 

The  destruction  of  the  pine  forests  by  the  hurricane  and  the  subse¬ 
quent  development  of  lower  and  dryer  growth,  brought  about  a  decrease 
of  Black -throated  Green  and  Pine  Warbler  in  cortain  areas*  Prairie 
Warblers,  on  the  other  hand  have  prof i tod  by  the  change  and  have 
increased  markedly. 


"CONSERVATION  F0RU1.I  EXHIBIT” 


During  the  week  of  August  18,  the  Conservation  Forum  has  an 
interesting  exhibit  at  the  Hamburg  Fair.  This  exhibit  includes  a 
guessing  contest  *  ’’Birds  of  Prey”* 


_  FUTURE  EVENT  S 

FIELDS  TRIPS: 

August  25  -  Sunday  8:00  A. Li.  Canadian  Shore  Trip 

Meet  at  Peace  Bridge 
Leader:  C.  S.  Beardslee  -  BI-4818 

September  8  -  Sunday  8:00  A. LI.  Fall  Warbler 

Meet  at  entrance  of  lower  Grand 
Island  Bridge. 

Leader:  C.  Somerside  -  UN-1667 


MEETINGS: 

September  10  -  Outdoor  Meeting  -  Administration  Building 

5:45  P.M*  Chestnut  Ridge  PL 
Supper  with  family. 

September  25  -  Annual  Meeting  -  Election  of  Officers. 


Editor  -  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Ass’t  Editor  -  Ward  Klepfer,  30  East  Morris  Ave. Buffalo,  N*  Y. 

Treasurer  -  Miss  Bertha  bchwenger,  526  Delaware  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 
Business  Manager  -  Alfred  D.  Wander,  175  Saranac  Ave.,  Buffalo,  II. Y* 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  OEIITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Honorary  President, 
President 
Vice  President 
Treasurer 

Recording  Secretary 


-  James  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,Buf  falo  ,11. 


Tom  LI.  Kelly,  150  Parkwooa  Ave., 
James  Creighton,  191  Highland  Ave. 
Mrs  .H.D. Iladison,  218  Brant  wood  Rd. 
W.  W.  Brockner,  175  Dutton 


Ave . 
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Kenmore  ,x« . 
Hamburg,  II. 
Snyder,  N.Y 
Buffalo, N.Y 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

BUFFALO ,  Nil  7  YORK 


THE  MOUTH 


The  first  eighteen  days  of  the  month  showed  a  plus  degree  temperature. 
This  period  was  followed  by  ten  days  of  minus  degree,  with  the  last  four 
days  above  normal,  giving  a  plus  one  degree  daily  temperature. 
Precipitation  for  the  month  was  5.12  inches  .04  inches  over  normal. 

High  winds  august  5,  42  mi.  per  hr.;  Aug.  22,  45  mi.  per  hr. 


Loon 

Aug 

12 

& 

Pintail 

Tt 

22 

1 

TJ 

25 

1 

Green -winged  Teal 

TT 

50 

1 

IT 

51 

1 

Sho  veHer 

It 

20 

2 

TT 

21 

1 

Wood  Duck 

TT 

50 

2 

IT 

51 

Am.  Golden-eye 

TT 

7 

1 

Re d-br. Merganser 

TT 

7 

1 

Bald  Eagle 

TT 

7 

2 

TT 

16 

1 

Hudsonian  Curlew 

Western  Will  at 

TT 

5 

6 

TT 

6 

4 

TT 

16 

& 

TT 

50 

1 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

W eat  arn  S andp  ipe  r 

Tf 

25 

1 

Gr.Black-b.Guli 

TT 

15 

1 

TT 

22 

1 

IT 

50 

1 

Forster’s  Tern 

TT 

22 

1 

B!  anK  T  jrn 

TT 

26 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


15  1  Lotus  Bay  (Weaver) 

Niagara  Falls  (Mitchell) 

Canadian  Shore  (Thorpe,  Tilly,  Jameson, 

Doyle ) 

Niaga  ra  Fall  s  ( Hi  t  ch  e  11 ) 

00  (Ecklers) 

00  (Beardslee) 

Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

Ellicott  Creel:  (Mitchell) 

00  (Ecklers) 

Long  Beach,  Ont.  (Savage) 

Long  Beach,  Ont .  (Savage) 

Imm.  &  Ad.  Lotus  Bay  (Weaver) 

Imm.  Quaker  Bridge  nr.  Alleg.  St.  Pk. (Doyle' 
1st  week  in  Aug.  1  Long  Beach  ,  Ont .( Bourne  ' 
Long  Beach,  Ont.  (Kelly) 

”  ”  "  ( Bourne ) 

21  1  Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

Niagara  Falls  (Mitchell) 

1st  week  in  Aug.  Long  Beach,  Ont.  (Bourne) 
Canadian  Shore  (  Thorpe ,  Tilly ,  Jams  son, Doyle  ) 
Imm.  Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

Adult  ,T  "  (Beardslee,  Mitchell) 

Adult  ”  "  (Mitchell  ) 

Adult  ”  "  (Mitchell) 

1^50  Lake  Erie  to  Strawberry  Is.  (More  than 
I  have  ever  counted  previously  -Mitchol 


*  « 


Y  3 11  o w-b  e 1 . S  ap  s  uck  q  r 

Aug. 24 

Yel-bel.Flycatcher”  6- 

16 
22 
31 


»T 

»T 

TT 

»t 


Beast  Flycatcher 
Cliff  Swallow 
B 1 .  &  Y.li .  W  ar  b  1 9  r 
A  a  sh  vi  lie  Warbler” 
Magnolia  Warbler  ” 
Bl-thr.Bl. Warbler ” 
B 1 ackb  u  rn • W ar  bl er ” 

T! 


Chestnut -sided  ”  ” 
Bay-br.  Warbler  ” 
Black  poll  ” 

Wi  Is  on  ’  s  »*a rbl  e r 


Cano,  a  a  Warbler 


25 


25 

30 

25 

25 


16 

50 

51 

25 

25 

20 


1  Main  &  Humboldt  (Ultich) 

-0  1  Lotus  Bay  (V/eaver) 

1  Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

Grand  Island  (Hitch ell) 

00  ( Ecklers ) 

windmill  Pt.  Out.  (Mlepfer) 

Canadian  Shore  (  Thorpe  .Tilly,  Jameson, Doylo  ) 
Buff  al  o  ( Mi  t  ch e  11 
Goat  Island  (Mitchell) 

Windmill  Ft.  Out.  (Mlepfer) 
found  dead  in  water  off  shore  Thunder  Bay, 

Ont .  (Mlepfer) 

Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

Goat  Island  (Mitchell) 

00  (Ecklers) 

Windmill  Pt.  (Mlepfer) 

Pt.  Abino  ( Thorpe , Tilley  , Jameson,  Doyle) 
LaRoy  ( Beardslee ) 


1 

(L) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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MEETS 

YH  a/4  grown  Alleg.  State  Park  (Doyle) 
Feeding  young  in  nest,  Goat  Island  (Beardslee) 

1J0TES 


We  are  indebted  to  Mrs.  June  a  \U 
for  a  list  of  152  birds  observed 


Me  11  y  of  la.  11  Grand 
on  the  University  of 


St.  Alameda, 


Cal. 

California 

campus  and  in  part  of  Berkeley,  Cal.  She  also  sent  a  folder  on  tie 
Waterfowl  of  Lake  Merritt,  Oakland,  Cal.,  a  155  acre  lake  established 
as  a  state  game  refuge  in  1669.  The  City  of  Oakland  Park  Dept,  started 
feeding  the  ducks  in  1915,  and  an  island  was  constructed  in  the  lake 
as  a/iiesting  site.  It  has  been  a  government  duck  banding  station  since 
1926.  Four  to  five  thousand  waterfowl  are  usually  present  in  winter. 
Altogether  66  species  have  been  observed  there,  including  such  birds  as 
Hut  chin’s  and  Cackling  Goose,  Black  Brant,  Ross’  Goose,  northern  and 
Red  Phalaropes,  Red-throated  Loon,  White Pelican  and  25  kinds  of  ducks. 
These  folders  may  be  seen  at  our  next  meeting.  Mrs.  Molly  will  be  glad 
to  hear  from  anyone  who  plans  to  visit  the  ban  Francisco  or  Alameda 
region  of  California,  and  who  wishes  to  know  the  points  of  ornithologies 
interest • 


The  Buie  tin  of  Few  England  Bird  Life  reported  on  Audubon’s  Shearwate: 
BY/,  of  Ho  Man’s  Land  on  July  21  Mid  a  Ruff  at  Hewburyport  on  July  51. 
Recorded  observations  of  nesting  birds  give  evidences  cf  a  good 
breeding  season. 


From  the 
Egret to,  week 
vi  lie  week  of 
a  5  lil  e  t  woe  x 


Ro  ch;'*« 


water  ax 
Aug.  2nd, 
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two 


Mr. 


Eds on  sends 


XT*. 


ug. 


of 


reports  of  an  American 
male  and  one  female  c  rdinnl  near  Bcotts- 
15,  and  the  following  records  out  ox  our  territory, 


^ug. 


9,  a  Bald 


.glo 


woe  a 


nug 
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The  following  quotations  from  ’’THE  NOISE  OF  THE  WTUGS” 
by  McKinlay  Kant  or  ara,  I  think  .worthy  of  repetition  - 
not  only  because  of  their  beauty,  but  because  they  point  a 
warning  to  our  generation. 

R.  Swift 


”In  a  previous  century  the  very  air  was  disturbed  by 
a  surf  of  (passenger)  pigeon  wings*  Thoy  were  like  the 
stars  and  the  multiple  planets  that  hide,  in  inestimable 
majority,  through  every  corner  of  the  sky:  and  now  there 

are  none  of  them  to  count.  - Once  forty  boats  in  a 

single  moment  lay  in  the  Hudson  River  and  each  boat  was 
loaded  to  the  gunwales  with  slate- and- buff  bodies. 

When  the  plump  breasts  went  begging  at  one  cent  apiece, 
the  flesh  had  grown  too  ripe  and  the  hogs  ware  fed  with 
it  • ” 

”The  higher  worlds  of  the  Milky  Way  have  little 
effect  upon  the  pistons  pro  polling  man  about  his  business 
-  and  so  with  the  pigeons.  But  the  glory  that  they 
created  by  voyaging  afar  and  by  astounding  the  souls 
of  those  who  beheld  thorn  was  religion  of  a  kind. 

This  was  the  value  in  the  birds  -  a  value  beyond 
ordinary  rules*  How,  though  thoy  have  been  wiped 
from  the  skies  and  forests,  thoy  have  left  behind  a 
persuasive  men, o ry  -  their  blood  sank  deep  into  the 
mould;  it  will  bo  a  poison  forever  in  the  hearts  of 
those  who  loved  them*” 


On  august  4th,  on  the  Canadian  Shore  ,  about  a  mile 


east 


of  Long  Beach,  I  observed  at  one  spot  without  leaving 


my  car  eight  sp  ecios  of  shore  birds  as  follows: 
Semi-palmat ad  Plover,  Killdaor,  Spotted  Sandpiper, 
Greater  and  Lessor  Yellow legs,  6  Willots,  Least  end 
a  3m  i -p al mat  o d  S  andp i p or , 


T 


Kelly 


Mr.  W,  E.  Saunders  of  London,  Ontario,  reported 
Burroughing  Owls  common  and  apparently  breeding 
Point  Pelle,  Ont. ;  a  singing  Prairie  Warbler  at 
Komaka;  a  Ho.  Ph alar op a  at  St.  Thomas  and  at 
Meaford  on  Georgian  Bay  one  Glossy  Ibis  on  about 


at 


iO  th  • 


3 


I 
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FUTURE  EVERTS 


FIELD  TRIPS: 

Leader:  A1  V/and  o  r 
DE-1200 

Msg  t  at  McKinley 
Monument  and  City  Hall 
8:30  A.  11.  or  at 
191  Highland  Ave., 
Hamburg,  LT.  Y.  9:15  A.M. 

Oct.  SO  Sunday  -  Fall  Duck  Census 

Territories  announced  in  October 
Pr oth ono t ary . 


Sopt.  29  Sunday  Zoar  Valley, 


Crei  glit  on T  s , 


MEET ING  S : 


Sept .  25  Wednesday  -  Outdoor  meeting  at  Island  Park, 

Niagara  Falls  Bird , ,  ono -half  mile 
beyond  Elficott  Crook. 

6:15  P.11, 

Bring  supper  and  family, 

Oct,  9  Wednesday  -Annual  Meeting  -  8:00  P,  M. 

Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science. 

Election  of  officers  and 
assignment  of  territory  for  the 
Fall  Duck  Census. 

Oct.  23  Wednesday  -Report  of  Fall  Duck  Census  - 

Ed  Ulrich. 


Editor  —  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  193 

Ass’t  Editor-  Ward  Klepfer,  30 

Treasurer  -  Miss  Bertha  Seine ng or, 
Business  Manager ,  -  Alfred  D.  Wander, 


LaSalle  Avenue,  Buffalo, 
East  Morris  Ave.,  TT 
526  Delaware  Ave. , 

175  Saranac  Ave.,  ,r 
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OFFICERS 


OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Honorary  President, 
Pro  si  dent 
Vice  President 
Treasur er 

Recording  Secretary 


-  James  Savage,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club  , Buffalo  ,N.Y . 

Kenmore  ,N.Y. 
,  Buffalo,  N.Y 
Rd. , Snyd  er ,U. Y 
Buffalo,  N.Y 


Tom  II,  Kelly,  150  Parkwood  A^e .  , 
James  Creighton,  191  Highland  Ave 
Mrs.  E.  D.  Had  is  oil,  218  Bran  two  od 
7/.  u.  Brockner,  175  Dutton  Ave., 


Statist  .ici  ans 


Harold  D.  Mitchell  and  ClarJ 
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x’u&lishad  Monthly  by  tho  Buffalo  Ornithological  bocict,y 
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Precipitation  for  September  was  lus  0.80  inch os 
Ton-par  at  ur  a  continued  below  normal.  Thom  on:  a  tar 
daily  departure  of  minus  1.40.  " T i gh  wind  06  mi 


over  normAL. 
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Blue  bir.  (blurt),  Cu..r  Hawing  (blurt),  Yellov-thro  ■  t ec  Vi  reo  (  bhort) 
r.od-ey  ed  y  ir j  j  (  u  )  ,  ,v r  ul  mg  V l r  e o  (uhort),  <  Hi  1 1  o  —  jy  a  u  / i n-  u  (  uh o x  t )  , 
Goldon-wingou  „Rrblor  (blurt),  Y  allow  b  ..rblor  (0),  Co  rule  _ni  barbler 
(  s  )  ,  Ch  ostnut-sic  3c.  ..rblor  (3),  Ov  moire  (3),  II  or  thorn  Enter- Thrush. 

(  bhjrt )  ,  i  jurniug  .rblor  (  Finley  )  ,  lurthjrn  Yollowthro  ,.t  (  bmith)  , 
Hoju^.  n-blor  (a),  Roust  ..rt  (7),  English  bp  rrow  (Perkins),  Lome,  ew- 
l.„rk  (blurt),  Red-wing  (bmith),  3  .-It inure  Ori  ilo  (bmith),  bo.rlot 
Tnugor  (b),  Indig  3  Hunting  (4),  Purple  Finch  (bhjrt),  Tov/hoe  (3), 
Vjsppr  bp  nr  row  (blurt),  Chipping  bp  rrov/  (4),  Fide  bps r row  (3), 
bv/.mp  bjj  .rrov;  (bmith),  bong  bp  :  rrov;  (6), 


Cl 


X  xx  O  • 


Bo  in  si; 


1  TV;1' ' ' 
.-vj  x  ~J  i- 


Lossrs.  Jmus  b  ..v  ..  0,  Bueui.  J  mu  son.  Jr,  me  H.  .r  lit  D.  Pitch  oil 
of  th  j  Buffalo  Ornitiu  logic  ..1  booi  ty  .ttonc.su'  th  3  A.  0.  U.  mooting 
..  t  Boston  oa.  C.moriugo,  L.„ss.,  /a  b;Jpt.  10  to  Is.  Former  numbers 
v;h  0  1 1  on  v.  j  l  i  .xo  lu^  oe.  ^  jlm ;  xxlc.  o*  1  oh  ,  x/ ) , ,  n  xU-  -  .  x  o,nc.  ..0x6  x  T »  x  e  1 0  r  — 
soil,  iur .  George  .urth  of  Haro il ton  joins 6  one  of  our  parties  at 
Buffalo.  The  sessions  wo wo  most  ixitorestxixg  oiiL  instructive .  On  the 
field  trips  following  the  meeting  many  species  were  observed  which  are 
rarely,  if  ever,  joservou  in  our  territory.  Arong  those  seen  wore 
Cory’s  bhuarwater,  Cannot.  Little  Blue  Heron,  Yellow  Or.  Fight  Heron, 

La  ny  b.  billets ,  knots  and  Bewitch  us ,  1  arblod  Godwit ,  P  omari  no  and 
Parasitic  Jaegers,  Ros  .-at  3  Tern,  Arkansas  kingbird  and  Prairie  V/arblor . 

The  following  reports  come  from  the  roc ores  of  the  Burroughs  Aud- 
ubm  Hature  Club  ana  th  j  Gmosoo  Ornithological  bocioty;  Vuok  of 
bopt.  6,  Gamuts ;  bopt.  In,  all  of  the  swallows;  b  .*pt .  30,  Bala  Eagle- , 
ungarian  Partriuge  (Lenden  Ponds);  bept.  37,  kun, lien's  Gull,  btilt 
banupiper.  Lusty  Blackbird. 

The  ouletin  of  law  miglano  Bird  Life  for  August  reports  bnowy  Egraltc 
Little  Blue  Horan,  Purple  banupiper.  Curlew  bandpiper,  Arkansas  king- 
uird ,  Tufteu  Titmouse,  Lanuoirus  appeared  scarce,  but  shore  birds 
particularly  nlacA-oeliieu  Plover,  Kuuoonian  Curlew,  lesser  Yellow 

lege  ,  x^n  0 1 ,  u tiut  >0 aix c. p i p 0 x  cu i B. uu to 0 x i  1  axx  u 0 u  w 1 t . 

•  { 

A  Correction 


< 


In  the  bopt ember  Prothou  otary,  the  report  of  a  colony  of  Burrowing 
owl  at  Point  Pelee  was  printed  in  error.  Instead  of  owls  the  report 
shoulu  have  read  a  colony  of  Yellow  Breasted.  Chats. 
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Luitors  Iv'ot-j 

Lumbers  Cali  greatly  facilitate  thu  puuli cations  of  the  p-rothonotory 
by  a  prompt  and  regular  return  of  all  bird  record-:  +.o-  the  Btatr&tio- 
iaiis  or  to  bard  xHLopf or ,  uO  L.  Lorris  Avenue. 


FUTUHL  L7LFT5 


Bombers  are  invited  to  attend  the  7 9 th  Annual  Looting  ox  the  Buffalo 
Society  ox*  natural  Be  io  no  os  at  tho  Lusouro  at  8  :oO  1.  L.  Friday, 

Oct.  11.  Talas  oi  th  o  progress  of  Natural  History  in  Lost  orn  How 
York  will  bo  presented  and  some  natural  color  pictures  of  v/j storn 


scenery  ’ill  bo  shown. 


1 _ .i  li’.'nu 


October  9  .iodn osday 


Annual  Looting  8:00  p .  n: .  Hul  b o Id  t 
Hoorn  of  tho  Buffalo  I. us eum  of 
Bci.ncj.  Liu ot ion  of  officers  and 
ass  ignis  jnt  of  territory  for  tho  Fall 
Buck  Census. 


Qcto  oer 


ijunosday  8:00  P. 


1 1 unb o let  Ho j m  o f  B .  li . 


of  Be i ^nc o.  Hu port  of  Fall  Buck 
Census  -  Be  Ulrich  Lotion  nictur  -s 
”How  aid  bhy  0f  Bird  Banding”  -  a 
0  y v '  t  i  i  If  j  -  H  o  a  th  o  r  T)  a  o  r  p  e 


Hovjnoer  lc  V/  idn^sday  8:00  ?.  It.  Huiebolc  t  Ho  on  of  Buffalo 

1  u.  of  Be.  Bp;- alor  of  tho  evening 


i  -i 


.  Cl nr  one  ■  Beal 


1?  I  BIB  THIPB 


0 c t j o j r  BO  Buuda;  j al  1  j>ucx  Census  —  j_iU  Uxrich  cireotor 


adit  or  -  Bd.  nn.ru  C .  Ulrich,  leu  Lab  alio  Avenue,  Buffalo,  F.  Y. 

Ass’t  Be  it  or  -  bard  xllepfir,  oO  Last  i  orris  Avo.  Buffalo,  F.  v 

Treasurer  jr  -  Biss  Bertha  Bchwongor,  51b  Delaware  Avo .  Buffalo,  F.Y. 
Business  manager-  Alfred  B.  bander,  17b  Bar  ana  o  Avo.  Buffalo,  F.Y. 
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iC^Ho 
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n-rj 

JL  iiiJ 
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OFFITlOLOGICAi  BOCILTY 


Honorary  Pr esid out 
President 
Vice  Pros  id  mt 
Treasurer 

H  o  c  o  rd ing  B  5 c r  j t  ary 


Unifies  Bavage  ,  Buffalo  athletic  Club,  Buffalo,  F 
±  fij .  i . »  1.  j  1 1  ^  ,  1  Bv )  p  ar  t’w/  o  0  g  Avo.,  x_  <j  x  in  e  r  e  ,  e  •  ir » 
dairies  Croieri  ten.  iJl  Highland  Avo..  Hamburg,  F.Y 
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No  vember 
1940 


Society 


THE  MONTH 


leather  reports  for  October  showed  precipitation  at  -2.14  inches 
below  normal  and  temperature  -2.9°  below  normal,  with  a  continuous 
cold  spell  from  the  15th  to  the  2 2nd*  High  winds  45  mi.  per  hr. 
Oct.  2ara . 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Double-crested  Cormorant 


Oct 

6 

1 

Nia 

♦  River  (Hendryx,  rep.  Klepfer) 
gara  Falls  (Mitchell) 

1C 

1 

Nia 

14 

2 

Niagara  Falls  (Mitchell) 

Green  Heron 

TT 

6 

(L) 

1 

00  (Ecklers) 

Bl-cr.  Night  Heron 

tf 

12 

CL) 

1 

Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

Am.  Bittern 

TT 

19 

(L) 

1 

00  (Ecklers) 

Whistling  Swan 

1 

Niagara  River  at  Niagara  Falls 
during  Oct.  reported  by  many  observers. 

Canada  Goose 

TT 

11 

400 

Irving  &  Derby  (Beardslee) 

TT 

15 

s5 

Holland  (R.  Pratt) 

TT 

18 

27 

00  (Mitchell 

TT 

19 

Flock  00  (Ecklers) 

TT 

40 

5 

Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

Surf  Scoter 

TT 

15 

( F ) 

9 

(1  adult  male)  Buffalo  Harbor (Mitche lj 

Turkey  Vulture 

TT 

18 

Cl) 

1 

00  (James  Madison,  rep.  Mitchell) 

Rough-legg:d  Hawk 

TT 

27 

(D 

1 

Braduock’s  Bay  (Mlepxer  et  al.) 

Ospre 

TT 

27 

1 

Holland  ( Verr i 11 ) 

Duck  Hawk 

TT 

13 

1 

00  (Ecklers) 

Florida  Gallinule 

TT 

23 

(L) 

1 

Niagara  River  (Beard slee) 

Coot 

TT 

27 

70 

Braddock’s  Bay  (Klepfer  et  al ) 

Semi-palmat ed  plover’1 

27 

(L) 

2 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont.  (Doyle,  Murphy) 

Black-bellied  Plover'T 

27 

11 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont.  (Doyle,  Murphy) 

Golden  plover 

TT 

26 

(L) 

2 

Alabama  ( Mitche 11 ) 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

'T 

27 

00  (Ecklers) 

Lesser  Yellow-legs 

TT 

10 

(L) 

1 

00  (Beardslee) 

Sander ling 

TT 

27 

2 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont.  ( Doyle , Murphy ) 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

TT 

13 

(F) 

1 

Chasing  Terns  on  Niagara  River  at 
foot  of  Sheridan  Dr.  (Klepfers, 

Byron,  Crewson) 

r 


Gt.  Bl-bacxed  Gull  Sept  a 

6 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (Mitchell) 

Got . 

5 

1 

Niagara  Falls  ( Praemassings) 

27 

7 

Like  Ont.  (Zlepfer  et  al ) 

Little  Gull 

bep  t 

SO 

1 

Niagara  River,  Ft.  of  Porter  Av.(Mitche' 

Filiated  Woodpecker  ” 

8 

1 

Love land  ( W .  Bro ek ne r ) 

ff 

28 

5c  29 

i. 

Blanchard  Hill,  Holland  (Schwenger, 

Du  tt  we  i  1  o  r  ,  Bowen) 

Reported  also  from  Emery  Pk.,  Let chwortl 
Pk.,  Soar  Valley  &  Findley  Lake 

Red -headed  Woodpecker 

Grand  Is.  (Zlepfer  et  al ) 

Oct 

IS 

(L) 

(L) 

1 

Wood  Pewee 

IS 

1 

Grand  Is.  (Zlepfer  ot  al) 

Rough -winged  Swall ow'T 

SO 

(1) 

O 

Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

Barn  Swall ow 

5 

(L) 

15 

Dunkirk  (Mitchell  et  al) 

Catbird 

4 

a) 

1 

Tifft  St.  (Beardslee) 

Olive -backed  Thrush,T 

10 

( i) 

1 

Goat  Island  (Mitchell) 

Hermit  Thrush 

tt 

28 

(L) 

1 

Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

Blue-greyGnatoatcher” 

5 

(L) 

1 

Dunkirk  (Tilley,  Almendinger,  Zing) 

American  Pipit 

S  e  p  t  ^  *3 

(F) 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (Roger son,  Tuttle) 

Flocks  -  Ripley  (Tilley,  Almendinger, 

Oct 

5 

S 

Zing ) 

Orang  e  -c  r .  W ar  b  le  r 

»» 

8 

(L) 

1 

Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

N a shv  i  lie  W  ar bl  er 

IT 

8 

(L) 

2 

Fo  re  s  t  lawn  ( Mi  t  ch  ell ) 

C  ap  e  LI  ay  W  a  r  bl  e  r 

It 

12 

(L) 

1 

Delaware  Dark  (Mitchell) 

Bl.-thr.  Bl.  M 

It 

12 

(L) 

1 

Delaw  ar  e  Park  ( Mitchell ) 

W.  Palm.  "Warbler 

Tt 

12 

(L) 

S 

Fo  re  s  t  Lawn  ( Lli  t  ch  e  11 ) 

Ovenbi  rd 

Sept 

28 

(L) 

1 

Delaware  P ark  ( Mitch ell) 

Restart 

Oct 

12 

(L) 

1 

De lawar e  Park  ( Mi t chel  1 ) 

Cardinal 

Sept 

29 

1 

Soar  Valley  (Wander  et  al) 

Pine  Siskin 

Oct 

9 

(P) 

6 

near  Rio.  go  way ,  On  t .  ( Earn  e  s ) 

Red-eye d  To who e 

tt 

19 

1 

00  (Ecklers) 

Sa vann ah  Sp  arro w 

M 

27 

(L) 

S 

Canadian  L.  Shore  (Doyle,  Murphy) 

Field  Sparrow 

tt 

21 

(L) 

o 

Jamestown  (Beal) 

Fox  Sparrow 

It 

12 

(p) 

1 

Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

tt 

25 

1 

Grand  Island  (Weaver) 

It 

27 

(L) 

5 

Holland  (Verrill) 

Snow  Bunting 

tt 

27 

15 

Irving  (Weaver) 

F 

ALL  I 

jUCZ  CENSUS 

October  20,  1940 

Leader:  E*  C.  Ulrich 

Weather  -  Cold  -  Southwest  wind  -  Ico  formed  on  small  pools  of  water 

Bain  late  afternoon 


Territory  covered  and  observers: 

A  -  Canadian  Shore  Niagara  River  &  Coat  Is.  Hr.&Mrs.E.C  .Ulrich,  Paul  Guen 
B  -  Grand  island  -  North  Half:  Heather  Thorpe 

C  -  Grand  Is. -'South  Half:  Mr.fckrs.  W.  Zlepfor,  Bichard  Byron,  Blanche 

Butt,  Charles  Crewson 

D  -  Buffalo  Harbor,  Bel  aware  Pk.&  Forest  Lawn :  C .  S  .Beardslee  ,  A1  Wander 
E  -  Ft. Erie  to  ?t  .Colborne,  Ont .  :  Mrs.  T.  Belly,  Mrs.  L.  Mansfield, 

Mrs.  Hickman 

F  -  Ft.  Colborno  to  Grand  River,  Ont.:  H.  D.  Mitchell,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  0. 

Swift,  Mrs.  Madison,  Mildred  Bake 
M  ss  Lamy,  J.  Doyle,  L.  Murphy. 

G  -  Dunkirk  &  Chautauqua  Co.:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  Brockner,  Katherine  and 

Eugenia  Praomassing 

H  -  O^k  Orchard  Swamp  Aro a ;  Leo  and  Lee  Roy  Herndon 

J  -  Lime,  Rushford  &  Crystal  Lukes,  Emery  Pk.,  etc;  F.  Tilley  ,W.Almondin 
L  -  Lwce  Ont.  shore  to  Oak  Orchard  Svnjnp:  R.  Mans  fi  eld,  Miss  Collar 
M  -  Holland  &  vie.:  R.M.Verrill.  N  -  Batavia  &  vie.:  Mrs.  0.  L.  Dial  ay 
0  -  Chautauqua  Luke  &  vie.:  C. LI. Beal,  P  -  Lyndonvillo:  W.  A.  Smith 


In  the  following  list,  letters  following  species  ro  for  to  groups 


reporting  occurroncos. 


B-enotes  first  or  last  migration  d^tc 


loon  9 
Ho ron  5 


(L,0),  Horned  Grebe  15* ( C ,E .H , 1 ) ,  Piod-b. 
(A,F,G),  whistling  5Wc«n  1  (.a)  ,  Hut e  Swu.ii  11 


Grobo  22,  Groat  Blua 
(  G ,  0 )  ,  Canada  Go  os  o 


96  (G,H,L,P),  Mallard  102,  Boa-1.  and  Common  Black  Buck  754,  Baldpato 
165,.  Pintail  42  (A,L,II),  Greon-w.  Teal  1  (E),  Bluo-w.  Toal  10  (A,L), 
Shoveller  2  (A),  Wood  Buck  45  (G,H,0),  Bing-ne  cko  d  Buck  1*(A),  Gro^tor 
&  Lessor  Scaup  Bucks  708,  Am.  Goldon-ayo  10*(A,E,F),  Bufflo-hoad  6  (0), 
Old  Squaw  1*(F),  White-w.  Scoter  1*(A),  Buddy  Buck  1*(1T),  Amor.  Mer¬ 
ganser  5*  (C,G,IT),  Rod-br.  Morgans  or  44  (A,B,F),  Red-tailed  Hawk  1(E), 
Hough -1.  Hawk  1  (J),  M  rsh  Hawk  16,  Sp  .rrow  Hawk  12,  Buffed  Grouso  4 
(G.H),  Bing-n.  Pheasant  44,  Coot  605  (B,G, 0-600),  Sorni -Palm.  Plover  2 
(F),  Zilldaor  100,  Black-b.  Plover  15  (C,E,F),  V/oodcock  2  (j),  Wilson's 
Snipe  1  (F).  Greater  Yellow- logs  8  (A,C,F),  knot  1*(F),  Pectoral  Sand¬ 
piper  5*  (E),  Bed-backed  Sandpiper  12  (E,F),  Sanderling  52,  Great 
Black-b.  Gull  2  (B),  Herring  Gull  615,  Bing-b.  Gull  964,  Bonaparte's 
Gull  69,  Common  Tern  51,  Mourning  Bove  5  (F),  Great-horned  Owl  1  (M), 
Belted  kingfisher  5  (A,C,J),  Flicker  4  (A,B,C,G)  Pileated  Y/oodpecker 
5  (G),  Hairy  woodpecker  1  (G),  Downy  Woodpecker  16,  Phoebe  2  (E,  F), 
Prairie  Homed  Lark  59,  Blue  Jay  18,  Crow  275,  Chickadee  a 5,  Tuffed 
Titmouse  5  ( G )  ,  White-br.  nuthatch  10,  Brown  Creeper  2  (H, 0),  Bobin  583 
Herrriit  Thrush  10  (B,E,J),  Bluebird  ls6 ,  Golden -cr.  kinglet  40,  Buby-cr. 


kinglet  5*(A,3,B),  Airier.  Pipit 


5  'i* 


(B,C),  Cedar  Y/axwing  2  75  (j, 0-2 50), 


Starling  3040,  Bl.-thr.  Blue  warbler  o*(j),  Myrtle  Warbler  67,  English 
Sparrow  1003,  Meadowlark  55,  Bedwing  la>52,  Busty  Blackbird  112  (F,J-100, 
0)  3ronzed  Graekle  1  (B),  Cowbird  2849  (J-2787),  (Mixed  flock  of  2000 
of  last  4  sp.(L)),  Cardinal  13  (F,G-12),  Purple  Finch  2  (G),  Goldfinch 
167,  Bed-eyed  Towhee  3*  (E,F,0),  Savannah  Sparrow  8  (B,F,H),  Vesper 


Sparrow 

Sparrow 


92 

9* 


Slate-c.  Junco  2 
( A , F ) ,  White-thr. 


87 


Tree 


.  ,  - - Sparrow  16  (A,  11-15)  Chipping 

Sparrow  188,  Fox  Sparrow  3  (A,B),  Swamp 


Sparrow  21  (F,J,0),  Song  Sparrow  186,  Snow  Bunting  1*(F) 


Beside  the  above,  about  1500  ducks 
to  determine  the  species  -  Total  94 
individuals  -  including  2  species  of 
Total  Bucks  ^,o74. 


Below  is  listed 

the  records 

of  the 

limited  to  three. 

1936 

1937 

Bedhead 

209 

O 

Canvas -back 

612 

•  • 

Buff  le~head 

158 

5 

Buddy -Buck 

17 

•  f 

were  seen,  but  to©  far  off  shore 
species,  approximately  19,240 


Swan,  1  of 

Geese 

and  19  o  f 

Bug 

four  ducks 

who  se 

daily  bag 

is 

1938 

1939 

1940 

105 

68 

•  • 

40 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

6 

6 

1 

13 

1 

It  would  seem  that  more  complete  protection  of  thjse  4  species  would 
be  in  order. 


In  the  1939  census,  after  a  milder  early  fall  season, 
114  species  observed,  including  7  species  of  Warblers, 
of  ducks  was  very  close  to  last  year’s  figures. 


there 

The 


were 

total  number 


0 


1j_j  »-> 


Hew 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Conservation  Forum  of  Buffalo  and  West 

i  r  \T  ^  a.  t 


*rn 


York  the  following  officers  were  elected:  Chairman  -  Br.Lee  Herndon 
/ice -Chairman  -  Mr.  Frank  A,  karpick.  Treasurer  -  Mr.  Robert  B.  Stickler 
Corresponding  Secretary  -  Miss  Ada  k.  Stanley,  Becording  Secretary  - 
-as.  Jane  W.  Chamberlain. 


3 


9 


Our  Society  will  have  an  exhibit  in  the  Ha  in  Hall  of  the  Buffalo 
lluseum  of  Science  from  Nov,  14  to  IIov.  23  in  connection  with  the 
science  Fair  sponsored  by  the  Council  of  Scientific  Societies  of 
Western  Hew  York.  On  Saturday,  Nov,  SO,  during  the  afternoon  and 
evening,  a  Scientific  Symposium  will  be  held  in  the  lluseum  Auditorium, 
Papers  will  be  presented  covering  original  research  in  jasany  branches 
of  the  natural  sciences.  Publication  of  these  papers,  or  at  least 
abstracts  of  them,  will  be  available,  at  50  cents  each,  provided  a 
sufficient  number  of  people  sign  for  them  in  advance. 

No  payment  will  be  necoss  -.ry  until  tho  publication  is  ready  for 
delivery.  Any  reader  who  wishes  to  subscribe  please  notify  Hr,  A,  D. 
Wander  or  Mr*  H*  L.  Mitchell, 

George  North  reports  flock  of  240  Blue  Gee  so  flow  over  Hamilton, 

Ont.  flying  S*W,  at  6:40  A. II*  on  Oct*  21  and  flocks  of  35  and  48  a  few 
minutes  later*  A  few  Snow  Geese  were  in  with  them.  Bob  Elstrom  saw 
5  Blue-headed  Vireos  at  Hamilton  on  the  20th.  Early  in  October, 
Evening  Grosbeaks  were  reported  at  Toronto, 

Tho  records  of  observers  reporting  in  the  Buie tin  of  New  England 
Birds,  give  indication  of  a  good  fall  migration.  Warblers,  Vireos, 
etc*  appeared  in  abundance*  Shore  birds  had  a  good  flight , especially 
Golden  Plover  and  Hudsonian  Godwits*  Rarities  observed  included: 
Louisiana  Heron,  Goldon  Eagle,  4  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers,  Skua, 

Sooty  Tern,  New  Foundland  and  Alaska  races  of  Yellow  Warbler  and 
clay -colored  Sparrow. 

The  following  records  are  extracts  from  records  of  the  Rochester 
area:  Week  of  Oct.  4*  Hooded  Warbler}  Week  of  Oct*  11,  Ruddy  Duck, 
Hough -winged  Swallow;  Week  of  Oct.  18,  Canada  Goose;  Oct*  2  5  Pine 
Siskin* 


FEATHERS*1  AGAIN? 


Feathers  again  make  their  appearance  as  adornments  on  hats*  Start¬ 
ing  with  feathers  from  domestic  fowl  and  legal  game  birds,  the  use 
hciS  grown  and  with  it  the  demand  until  now, no  bird  with  desirable  quill: 
or  plumes  is  spared. 

Richard  H#  Pough  of  the  National  Audubon  Society,  in  his  paper, 
’’Massacred  for  Millinery”,  gives  tho  following  list  of  birds  taken  for 
this  purpose:  Native:-  Bold  and  Golden  Eagle,  Whistling  Swan,  Osprey 
and  Great  Blue  Heron*  Imported:-  Condor,  European  Blue  Jay,  The 
Jabiru,  Maribou,  and  Japanese  Storks,  the  Steppes  Eagle,  eight  kinds 
of  Pheasant,  Loss  or  Bird  of  Paradise,  Great  Bustard,  Indian  Hingh  untar, 
Red  and  Blue  Macaw,  Common  Roller,  Crested  Screamer,  Common  Crane, 
Capercaillie,  Ruddy  Shellduck,  European  Teal,  Whooping  Swan,  South 
American  Rhea,  European  .and  Philipine  Pelicans,  the  Short-tailed, 
Bl&ck-f  ooted  and  Lays  an  Albatrosses. 

Eagle  feathers  sell  for  less  than  ton  cents  apiece;  and  these  sales 
->re  not  made  covertly  but  are  made  openly  in  the  millinery  shops, 
department  stores  and  wholesale  millinery  establishments.  There  are 
several  loop  holes  in  law  under  which  these  firms  operate.  The  first 
allows  films  to  dispose  of  feathers  purchased  prior  to  1915  and  the 
second  allows  importation  for  tho  making  of  artifical  flies. 

Surely  after  twenty-seven  ye^rs  tho  supply  should  have  been  absorbed 
’’and  even  among  the  trade  it  is  acknowledged  to  be  unusual  that  so  many 
old  invoices  of  imports  have  been  faithfully  kept  on  file  to  be  pro¬ 
duced  in  court  when  a  challenge  is  made  as  to  the  legality  of  the 
feather  merchandise  offered  for  sale”. 

Hr.  Pough  also  st  rtes  that  the  importation  of  feathers  for  fly  fish¬ 
ing  took  a  spurt  about  three  years  ago  at  the  same  time  when  feathers 
again  became  style.  No  corresponding  increase  in  the  retail  purchase 
of  fishing  flies  has  been  reported  by  any  dealers.  4 
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Since  tho  march ants  in  the  trade  have  no  scruples  about  destruction  of 
birds  and  tho  uninterested  have  no  knowledge  of  the  source  of  their 
adornments,  a  strong  and  active  campaign  against  the  present  vogue 
should  be  inaugerated  by  all  persons  interested  in  the  preservation  of 
our  avian  species*  Several  of  the  birds  now  taken,  especially  the 
Albatrosses  are  rare  and  none  can  withstand  the  persecution  over 
continued  period*  We  have  had  enough  evidence,  of  that  in  the  past. 

Talk  to  your  friends  and  acquaintances  again^this  practice*  Befuse 
hats  with  feathers.  Write  a  protest  to  Department  stores  and  Millinery 
establishments.  Lend  your  support  to  the  movement  which  attempts  to 
avoid  a  repetition  of  the  condition  which  befell  the  snowy  egrette 
when  millions  of  that  bird  were  laid  on  the  alter  of  fashion  and  only 
prompt  protection  saved  it  from  destruction. 


MEETING  OF . OCTOBER ’  9,  1940 

At  this  meeting,  Wurd  Klepfer  of  the  nominating  committee  proposed 
the  names  of  officers  for  the  coming  year.  The  meeting  accepted  their 
choice  and  elected  the  following: 

Honorary  President  -  James  Savage, 

President,  -  Edward  C.  Ulrich 
Vice  President  -  Dr.  Lee  Herndon 
Recording  Secretary  -  Mrs.  J.  Creighton 
Corresponding  Secretary  -  Mrs.  Hickman 
Treasurer  -  Mrs.  Madison 

Statisticians:  Harold  D.  Mitchell  and  Clark  S.  Boardslee. 

Miss  Teresa  Shober  was  elected  an  associate  member. 

. MEET ING  OF  ~  PC TO BEFs~5~ ,~T 9 40 

Miss  Heather  Thorpe  was  elected  recording  secretary  in  place  of 
Mrs.  Creighton  who  could  not  accept  the  position  because  of  other 
inter  ests. 


Paul  Guenther  was  elected  associate  member.  The  President  appointed 
the  following  committees  to  serve  for  the  coming  year: 


MEMBERSHIP 

PROGRAM 

CONSERVATION  - 


Mr.  Harold  D#  Mitchell,  Chairman 
Francis  Tilly  and  Kathryn  Praemassing 
Winston  Brockner,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Oliver  Swift  and  Miss  Ada  Stanley 
Roger  Cobb,  Chairman 
Jim  Creighton,  B.  W.  Winship 
Clark  Boardslee,  Chairman, 

A1  Wander,  Chairman 


PUBLICITY 
HOUSE 

JUNIOR  STATISTICIANS  -  Open 
CONSERVATION  FORUM  -  Ooen 

BUCKHORU  ISLAND  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  -  Stands  as 

Mitchell, 

DELEGATES  to  the  Council  of  Scientific 


and  Clair  Somerside 
Roger  Cobb 


NOMINATING  COMMITTEE  -  Open 


before  -  Harold  D. 
Chairman,  Jim  Creighton 
Societies  -  Messrs.  Mitchell  and 

Wander 
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FUTURE  EVENTS 


Cn  Dog*  13  -  The  Hayes  Friday  Evening  Lecture  at  8:00  P.M.  at  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  will  feature  Mr.  Cleveland  Grant  who  will 
show  some  very  fine  colorod  motion  pictures  of  birds. 

MESTINGSl’ 

November  £7  -  Wednesday  -  8; 00  P.M.  Humboldt  Room  of  the 

Buf f alo  Muse um  of  Science. 

Mr.  Harold  D.  Mitchell 
’’Report  of  A.  0.  U.  Meeting. 

December  11  -  Wednesday  -  8:00  P.M.  Humboldt  Room  of  the 

Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

Plan  Christmas  Census 
Ed.  Irich,  Leader. 


FIELD  TRIPS: 

November  24  -  Sunday  -  Niagara  Falls,  Youngstown  and  Wilson 

Leader:  Dr.  Herndon 

Meet  at  8:00  A. II.  Delaware  &  Her  tel 

December  8  -  Sunday  -  Parks  south  of  Buffalo 

Leader:  Mr.  H..rold  D.  Mitchell 

Meet  at  8:00  a. LI.  -  City  Hall 

December  22  -  Sunday  -  Christmas  Census 

Particulars  in  the  December  issue 
of  the  Prothonotary , 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

BUFFALO  FEW  YORK 


THE  MONTH 


The  weather  reports  for  the  month  showed  a  -0.2°  daily  temperature 
and  an  excess  of  1.36  inches  of  precipitation  over  normal. 

High  winds:  Nov.  6th  50  mi.  per  hr.;  Uov.  11th  50  mi.  per  hr.; 
Nov.  12th,  57  mi.  per  hr. 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Loan  -  Reported  regularly  during  Nov.  from  Niagara  River  and  Lake  Ont. 
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Of  much  importance  and  pleasure  to  our  members  is  our  yearly  participa^ 
lion  in  the  Bira-Lore  Christmas  Census.  This  forms  one  link  which 
connects  our  group  with  others  in  one  common  project.  This  year,  as 
in  other  years,  this  event  was  planned  at  our  December  11th  meeting. 


The  area  of  our  Census  covers  Brand  Island  and  the  adjacent  shore  line 
of  IJiagara  River  including  both  the  Canadian  and  U.  S.  sides  from 
Erie  Beach  to  Niagara  Falls. 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Ulrich,  the  leader, divided  the  territories  into  15  sections 
and  assigned  leaders  and  assistants  to  canvas  these  areas.  Nine 
parties  have  territories  on  Grand  Island;  one  group  will  take  the 
h'illoughby  Harsh  area;  two  parties  will  canvas  the  American  and  Cana¬ 
dian  sides  of  Niagara  River.  The  census  area  includes  the  Park:  and 
cemetery  within  the  city  and  also  Lincoln  and  Ellicott  Creek  Parks 
and  adjacent  country. 


Lack  of  all  assigned  territory  should  not  keep  any  member  from  taking 
part  in  this  census.  The  main  purpose  of  assignment  is  to  have  the 
whole  area  covered.  All  members  should  feel  free  to  take  a:  part, 


re  a  covered.  All  members  should  feel  free  to  take 
either  individually  or  in  l.  group. 


Wo  again  h..vo  access  to  the  Town  Hall  on  Gr  aid  Island  and  shall  moet 
the  re  at  12 :  BO  P . h .  for  lunch  . 

Send  all  records,  on  our  regular  check  lists,  to  Ilrs.  Alico  E.  Ulrich 
at  195  LaSalle  A  vo .  after  5:00  P.M.  on  Sunday  Dec.  22nd  or  Tphone 
them  it  pa. -8896. 


ROTES 


The  following  reports  ,re  extracts 
the  Ro oho s t e r  are  * ;  V/e e k  o  f  Ho v .  1st, 


from 


time  records  of  the  Clubs  in 
Glaucous  Gull.  Pine  Siskin, 


Chipping  Sparrow;  Uov.  8th,  White-winged  ~nd  Surf  Scoters,  Somi- 
palm.;.ted  Plover;  Uov.  15th,  Blue-winged  Teal,  Wood  Duck,  Am.  Scoter, 


Hooded  1  lor  g-,ns  o  r , 


Bald 


gle,  Bob-white,  Cedar  Waxwings;  Uov. 


22 


R  a  a  -  thr  o  t  ed  Loon,  Great  Blue  Her  on ,  Gosh  aWk  ,  Ho  urni  ng  Dove,  Flicker 


Red-bra  .stod  ITuthatch* 


o  e  ci  .*.j 


WHxwing,  L-plaiid  Longspur. 


The  Bulletin  of  U aw  England  Bird  Life  for  October  records  a  normal 
fresh  water  duck  flight*  numerous  sho rebirds  on  the  coast,  and  fewer 
than  normal  landbirds  although  some  of  the  badly  depleted  species  of 
last  spring  appeared  in  better  numbers  this  fall.  Twenty-two  kinds  of 
warblers  were  found  migrating  in  Oct.  Tho  weather  in  October  remained 
seasonal  and  pleasant,  very  dry  ana  lacked  the  up  and  down  of  tempera¬ 
ture  that  usually  produce  the  waves  of  landbira  migrants. 

Pine  siskins,  a  few  Redpolls  appeared  and  Gold  Finches  wore  not 
uncommon.  Among  the  unusual  are  reported  Pacific  Loon,  Snow  Goose, 

Gad wall,  Golden  Eagle,  Black-headed  Gull,  Arkansas  Kingbird,  Blue-gray 
Gnatoixtohers,  Dickossol  and  Clay-colored  Sparrow. 
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At  our  last  mao  ting.  Hr.  Hitch  all,  Chairman  of  the  membership  Committee, 
ro^u  a  proposal  b^  Hr.  B earu sIj q  to  include  in  our  organization  a  now 
type  of  m  ernb  or  ship ,  that  of  a  follow. 

For  the  attainment  of  fellowship,  Mr.  Be^rdslee  has  set  forth  tho 
fo  11  owing  roquir email ts : 

(1)  Active  membership  in  tho  A.  0.  U. 

(2)  President  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

(3)  Editorship  of  the  Pro thonotary . 

(4)  Teaching  of  an  adult  Museum  course. 

(5)  Publication  of  t  chock  list  of  this  or  another  territory7. 

(6)  Substantial  work  on  bird  banding,  preferably  publication  of  a 
p-por . 

(7)  publication  ox  articles  in  a  p-por  (H.  D.  Mitchell Ts  suggestion) 

(  B  )  Other  meritorious  project  work. 

As  a  nucleus,  tho  president,  shall  appoint  a  committoo  who  shall  pass 
on  the  qualifications  of  ny  member  who  has  met  ono  or  more  of  the 
...bove  requirements. 


To  clarify  the  propos  il  ma  get  the 
members  present  voiced  the  opinion 
membership  committee  until  the  firs 
shall  be  presented  for  .ction  ~ccor 


reaction  of  our  mombership,  the 
that  this  matter  be  placed  with 
t  J.nu..ry  meeting.  At  th-t  time 
ding  to  our  constitution. 


th  e 
it 


please  give  your  consid  ir  .t  ion  to  the  matter,  so  th  proper  action 
may  be  t.kon  at  our  next  meeting.  Pie  .se  voice  your  opinions. 


MEETING  OF  NOVEHBE 


loth 


Hiss  Delores  J  unison  of  Angola,  II*  Y.  and  Mrs*  Edwin  V.  Smith  of 
Gainsville,  U.  Y.  have  been  elected  corresponding  members. 


On  Nov.  loth,  Clarence  Beals  entertained  the  members  with  some  fine 
kodo chro me s,  showing  birds  at  the  Hellogg  Bird  Sanctuary  in  Michigan, 
as  'well  as  some  of  his  favorite  haunts  around  Go  wan  da,  N.  Y. 


MEETING  OF  NOVEHBEE  27th 


Mr.  Harold  D.  Mitchell  took  us  with  him  on  his  retrospect  of  the 
A.  0.  U.  annual  meeting  held  in  Boston  in  September. 


This  society  has  gone  on  record  against 
millinery  and  has  put  the  matter  into  a 
Buffalo  Audubon  Society. 

New  committees  have  been  announced  by 
Executive:  Messrs,  n inship  and  Holly; 


the  use  of  birds 
joint  resolution 


leathers  in 
with  the 


president  Ulrich  as  follows: 
Forum:  Dr.  Lee  Herndon  and 


Harold  D.  Mitchell;  Junior  Statistical^:  Ward  Hlepfer  and  Bob  Mansfield 


The  new  letterheads  are  completed  and  a  letter  of  appreciation  has 
been  sent  to  Miss  Elisabeth  Prochnow  whose  gift  made  them  possible. 


•«' 


. 


. 


.  ’ 

■ 


.  ■ 


MEETINGS: 


FUTURE  EVE  UTS 


January  8  -  Wednesday  - 


B: 00'  P .11-  Humboldt  Boom  of  the 

Buft.Ho  Museum  of  Science 
CEUSUS  REPORT 


January  22 


22  *■  Wednesday  -  8:00  P .M.  Humboldt  Room  of  the 

Buff  do  Museum  of  Science 
Illustrated  lecture  on  her  Canyon 
trip  by  Miss  Mildred  Baker 


FIELD  TRIPS: 


December  29  -  Sunday 


January  12  -  Sunday 


-  Concord  Bog  with  the  Sanctuary 
Society 

Meet  at  Museum  at  10:00  A. M*  or 
The  Bog  at  11:00  A  * M « 

-  Niagara  River  Loop. 

Meet  at  American  entrance  to  the 
Peace  Bridge,  8: BO  A.H. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Honoary  President  -  James  Savage ,  Buffalo  Ahtlotic  Club,  Buffalo  ,11.  Y. 

President  ~  3d ward  C.  Ulrich,  19B  LaSalle  Ave . ,  Buffalo, U.Y. 

Vice  President  -  Dr.  Lee  Herndon,  62  Walton  Drive,  Snyder,  U.Y. 

Treasurer  -  Mrs.  R .D, Uadi son,  218  Brant  wood  Ra . ,  Snyder,  U.Y. 

Recording  Secretary-  Miss  Heather  Thorpe, 229  Virgil  Ave.,  Buffalo, U.Y. 
Corresponding  Scratary  -  Mrs.  Herbert  Hickman,  797  Bird  Av. Buff alo , U.Y. 

Statisticians:  Harold  D.  Mitchell  and  Clark  S.  Beardslee. 


Editor 

Ass  1 1  Editor 

Tre  asurer 

Bus i ne ss  Manager 


-  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  I9B  LaSalle  Ave.,  Buffalo,  II. YY. 

-  Ward  Klepfer,  BO  E.  Morris  Av.  Buffalo,  II.Y. 

-  Lliss  Berth  Schwenger,  526  Delaware  Ave.  ”  ” 

-  Alfred  D.  zander,  176  Saranac  Ave.,  Buffalo,  U.Y. 
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THE  FORTH 


Precipitation  for  the  month  totaled  a, 37  inches,  a  slight  increase 
over  normal  monthly 'temperature  rose  for  a  total  of  -fo.O0  over  daily 
average.  The  very  cold  of  the  early  month  moderated  leaving  a  very- 
mild  temperature  toward  the  end  with  a  58°  reading  on  December  25th. 

The  month  was  notable  for  the  records  of  both  Red  and  ’White -winged 
Crossbills,  and  Pine  Siskins,  none  of  which  have  been  regularly  seen 
here  in  recent  ye  rs.  Records  of  Loon,  Black-crovned  Right  Heron, 
Whistling  Swan,  Green -winged  Teal,  American  Scoter,  several  Killdeers, 
Wilson’s  Snipe,  Common  Tern,  Brown  Thrasher,,  Bluebirds,  Meadowlarks, 
Redwings  and  Field  Sparrow  show  an  unusual  number  of  late  migrants  or 
species  which  rarely  w inter  here,  .at  the  same  time,  a  Snowy  Owl  and  a 
very  large  flock  of  Snow  buntings  show  some  evidence  of  winter  visitors 
normally  expected. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Loon 

Dec . 

2- 

•5 

1 

tt 

7 

1 

IT 

21 

f  X.) 

1 

Holboell’s  Grebe 

IT 

8 

1 

Gt.  Blue  Heron 

TT 

27 

( Xi ) 

1 

Bl-cr.  Night  Heron” 

1 

1 

IT 

31 

1 

Whistling  Swan 

IT 

TT 

31 

Canada  Goose 

TT 

4 

(L) 

3 

Baldpate  ) 

Pintail  ) 

Green-w.  Teal  ) 


Ring- nee  fed  Duck  ,T 

n 


7  3 

8  (L)  1 


Bird  Island  (Beards lee) 

Niagara  River  (Mitchell) 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont.  (Doyle) 

Furhman  Dr  (Hitch ell,  Brockner  , Doyle , 

Murphy ) 

Gains svi H  e  ( Mrs.  Edwin  V .  Smi th ) 
Ptc  Abino,  Ont.  (Doyle,  Murphy) 

Ft.  of  Sheridan  Dr.  (Doyle) 

Reported  all  during  December  at 
Niagara  Falls  by  many  members. 

Still  there  (Mitchell) 

rescued  frozen  in  ice,  L.  Chautauqua 

(Buffalo  Evening  News) 

Repor ted  r at he  r  re  gu 1 arl y  f rom 
Niagara  Falls  &  Goat  Is.  during  most 
of  December  'ey  many  me  mb  er  s . 

Buff  al  o  K ar bo  r  ( Mi t  ch  e  1 1 ) 

Buffalo  Harbor  (Mitchell,  Brockner, 

Doyle,  Murphy ) 


Wh i te -wi ng ad  S c o 

ter 

7 

1 

Buf  f  al  o  W  at  e  r  W o  rk  s  ( M  i  t  ch  e  1 1 J 

Deo. 

8 

4 

Grand  Island  (Klepfer  et  al.  ) 

American  Scoter 

TT 

7 

1 

Buffalo  Water  Works  (Mitchell 

If 

29 

1 

Niagara  River  (Savage) 

Ruddy  Duck 

IT 

1  (L) 

1 

Dunk  irk  ( Ti  11  ey  ,  S  ch  ob  e  r ) 

Sh  arp-sh  limed  H  awk 
Cooper1 s  Hawk 

Red-tailed  Hawk 


Rough -legged  Hawk 


Marsh  Hawk 

European  Partridge 
Hilldeer 


Wilson’s  Snipe 
Purple  Sandpiper 


Common  Torn 
Ho urn ing  Rove 
Screech  Ov;l 
Snowy  Owl 
Long-eared  Owl 
Flicker 

Red-hell ied  Wood¬ 
pecker 

Red-headed  ” 

Pho  ebe 

Brown  Thrasher 

Robin 

Bluebird 

Golden-cr  .Mingl  et 

Meadowlark 

Redwing 


Cowbird 
Pine  bisk  in 


Goldfinch 


Lea 

TT 

TT 


TT 


1 


27 


1  Grand  Island  (lOepfer  et  al) 

1  Grand  Island  (Hlepfer  et  al) 

1  Medina  (Beardslee) 

Single  individuals  reported  rather 
regularly  from  Grand  Is.  Emery  Park 


and  other  places. 

1  Reported  rather  regularly  from 

Grand  Island,  V/ilson,  and  0.  0. 
Largest  number,  5  Grand  Island 
(Hlepfer  et  al ) 


Reported  rather  regularly  from 
Grand  Island  (Many  members) 


8 

Holland  ( 

6 

Canadian  S 

11 

1 

Crystal  Be 

26 

1 

«T 

24 

1 

Ft.  of  She 

21 

1 

Ft.  Erie, 

HB- 

■  This  soeci 

M 


TT 


(Doyle*  I-Iurphy ) 
ridan  Lr.  (Loyle) 

Out.  (Loyle) 
os  is  very  rare  in  this 
territory,  and  it  is  regrettable  that 
the  record  could  not  be  checked  by 
other  observers.  However*  in  the 
opinion  of  the  censors,  the  bird  as 
described  by  Loyle  can  be  no  other 


ti 

1 

(L) 

1 

TT 

29 

(L) 

TT 

15 

1 

TT 

6 

(?) 

1 

TT 

15 

1 

TT 

23 

2 

TT 

*? 

1 

Ho  v. 

3(L 

)  1 

Lee . 

26 

1 

IT 

31 

1 
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TT 

1 

1 

TT 

6  Sc 

io  : 

TT 

15 

TT 

8 

o 

TT 

1 

i 

TT 

1  & 

8 

TT 

1 

1 

IT 

24 

1 

TT 

25 

1 

TT 

26 

1 

TT 

1 

TT 

8 

30 

TT 

25 

15 

TT 

26 

1 

sp  ec  ie  s . 

Dunkirk  (Tilley,  Schober) 

Concord  Bog  (Brockner,  Loyle) 

0.  0.  (Ecklers) 

Ripley,  II,  Y.  (Beal) 

Wilson  (Thorpe) 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont,  (Loyle) 

At  feed,  station,  LeRoy  (Hazelton) 
Several  records  from  Grand  Island, 

W i  1  s  on  an  d  C ana d i an  Sh o re 
Blanchard  Rd. ,  Holland  (Luttweiler, 

Bowen ) 

Goat  Island  (Beardslee,  Vaughan) 

Goa  t  I  si  and  ( I  li  tch  ell ) 

Grand  Island  (Klepfer  et  al ) 
-Centennial  Park  (Beardslee) 

Small  Block  at  Potterville  (Chas. Houma 
Emery  Park  (Mitchell,  Brockner,  Loyle 

Murphy ) 

Crescent  Beach,  Out.  (Loyle) 

Flock  o f  15  Grand  Is.  (Hlepfer  et  al ) 
Grand  Island  (Hlepfer  et  al) 

Ft,  of  Sheridan  Lrive  (Loyle) 

Ft.  of  Sheridan  Lrive  (Mitchell) 

Goat  Island  (Beardslee,  Vaughan) 

Feeds  at  food  tray  -Gainesville 

(Mrs.  Smith) 

Emery  Park  (Mitchell,  Brockner,  Loyle 

Murphy ) 

Goat  Island  (Thorpe) 

Pt.  Abino,  Ont.  (Loyle,  Murphy) 


* 

.. 


. 

. 

‘ 

• 

. 

_ 

' 

. 

, 

'  ' 

. 

.  ; 


... 


Bed  Crossbill 

Bee . 

1 

Vh  it  e  -w .  Cro  ssb  ill 

tt 

9 

1 

Field  Sparrow 

IT 

28 

3 

Snow  Bunting 

tt 

8 

50 

IT 

14 

5 

2 

15 

2,000 

T! 

26 

13 

IT 

31 

1 

Flock  of  £0,  3  Sister  Isl.  Niagara 
Falls  ( Elepfer  et  al) 

Em a ry  P ark  ( W ill) 

Jamestown  (Beal) 

Grand  Island  (Elepfer  et  al ) 

Crystal  Beach,  Out.  (Boyle) 

-  5  000  Genesee  3d.  Sardinia-Concord 

( Creightons ) 

Crescent  Beach,  Out.  (Boyle,  Hurphy) 
Crescent  Beach,  Out*  (Boyle) 


Total  for  year 

5  new  for 
December 


up  to  November  30th . 243  species 

(Bed  Crossbill | 

( Snowy  Owl 
(Am.  Scoter 
(European  Partridge 
(White-winged  Crossbill 


Total  for  year 


248  species  for  1940  so 

far. 


CHBISTHAS  CENSUS, 


December  22,  1940 


(A) 

(B) 

(C) 
(B) 
(E) 
(?) 
(0) 

(H) 

(I) 

( J) 
U) 

(L) 


A  i  Hough  by  Harsh,  Ontario  (Lee  and  LeKoy  Herndon,  Ed  Ulrich, 

L.  Llurphy) 

Buffalo,  Harbor  ,  Canadian  (  Savage  ,  Bourne  ) 

Shore,  Niagara  Biver  & 

American  Shore,  Niagara  Biver  (Beardslee,  Chanaler,  Boy  e) 

Grand  Island,  Beaver  Is.  Park  (Bay  and  Bi chard  Verrill ) 

Grand  Island,  Southwest  Section  (Noger  Cobb)  .  __  * 

Grand  Island,  Southeast  Section  (Hr.  and  Hrs.  .ois  ^ellyj 
G^and  Island,  West  Central  Section  (Thorpe,  Hedley,  Ferguson, 

Neviscourt,  Pause,  Wiesnet) 

Grand  Islana,  East  Central  Section  (Ilr.  &  lirs.  W.  Brockner, 

L.  Collar) 

GraixL  Island,  Northwest  Section  (Mrs.  B.  B.  Uadi  son,  M.  Baker 

E.  Lamy,  E.  Prochnow,  A.  Stanley) 

Grand  Island  Northeast  Section  (Al  and  Howard  Wander,  Dahls trom, 

Guenther) 

Grand  Island,  Buckhorn  Island  Park  (Hr.  and  Hrs.  Ward  Elepfer, 

Byron,  Cohn,  E.  Jameson,  Jr.,  T.  Weaver)  ^  . 

Lincoln  Park,  Bela  ware  Park,  Ellicott  Creek  Park  (A.  E.  Ulrich, 

Census  Leader) 


Letters  after  certain  species  listed  below  refer  to  above  groups  re  - 
oorting  their  occurrence: 


Homed  Grebe, 2(E, II)  ;  Great  Blue  Heron  1  ( «/ )  ♦  Uhistl ing^Swan^l  (B)^, 


Ballard  28  (B,L)  ;  Bed-legged  and  Common  Black  Buck  13p5;  Gadwall  1 
( 3 )  *  Pintail  21  (J);  Bedhead  40  ( B)  ;  canvas-back  200  B)  ;  Greater  and 
Lesser  Scaup  2065;  Am.  Golden-eye  2383;  Bufflehead  8  (B,B);  Ola -squaw 
30-  White-w.  Scoter  1  (B);  American  Scoter  1  (B);  Hooded  Herganser  1(E) 
am  eric an  Herganser  405;  Bed-breasted  Herganser  34;  Bed-tailed  Hawk  6 
Bough-legged  Hawk  4;  Harsh  Hawk  5;  Sparrow  Hawk  19;  Bubbed^  Grouse  1(  A)  , 
Bing-nec^ed  Pheasant  185;  Great  Black-backed  Gull  11;  Herring  Gull  2^8. 
Bing -billed  Gull  13;  Bonaparte’s  Gull,  110;  Mourning  Love  7  (F);  Great 
Horned  Owl  4(B,F);  Be  a -headed  Woodpecker  12  ( A ,  F )  ;  Hairy  Woodpecker  7; 
Downy  Woodpecker  o4 ;  Blue  Jay  18;  Crow  125;  Bl-c.  Chickadee  10^; 


%  a  a  -i-  V> 


/■  - Kv>m  rn  r\a  r* 


Golden-cr.  Kinglet  1  (H)  ;  northern  Shrike  1  (G,L); 
English  Sparrow, 515;  Cardinal  4  (H);  C.  Redpoll  19 
Slat e-co lor ed  Junco  2(A),;  Tree  Sparrow,  143;  Song 


Starling  3026; 
f  A ,  K )  ; 

Sparrow  5 ; 


Total  50  Species,  13285  individuals 

1  Robin  was  found  dead,  and  conditions  indicated  it  had  died  only 
2  or  3  days  previous 


New  species  for  the  census  were  American  Scoter,  observed  on  the 
Niagara  River  near  Navy  Island,  and  Brown  Thrasher,  seen  on  Goat 
I  s  lan  d  .  Among  t  he  du  ck  s ,  th  e  numb  e  r  s  of  Llal  lard,  C  anv  as  -  back, 
Bufflehead,  Old-squaw  and  all  3  mergansers  were  below  last  year’s 
results.  Scaups  showed  an  increase  while  Black  Bucks  maintained  their 
number  So  Although  more  Harsh  Hawks  than  usual  were  reported,  other 
species  of  hawks  were  lower  in  numbers  then  in  many  previous  reports. 
More  Red-headed  Woodpeckers  were  reported  than  in  the  last  10  years’ 
censuses  combined.  The  Redpolls  were  a  welcome  addition  to  the  census. 


The  lack  of  Horned  Larks,  Snow  Buntings,  Lapland  Longspurs, 
Head  owl  arks  and  blackbirds,  and  of  the  northern  VJhita  -winged 

_  *  —  a. n  1., *  _  .  _ _ l  *  _  _  _  i  r*  in  _  t  r*  —  • 


in  part  for  the 


note  wo r  t  hy  an d  ao c  o  unt s 
reported  in  this  year’s  census.  The 
the  failure  to  rej)ort  some  of  these 


nged  Gulls  is 
small  number  of  species 
poor  visibility  may  account  for 
absentee  s. 

H.  T).  Mitchell. 


iJOiiju 


The  following  records  are  extracts  fror;  the  Lecember  issue  of  the 
Bulletin  of  New  England  nird  Life;  Pacific  Loon,  Nov.  24th;  European 
Widgeon  4  records,  with  a  flock  of  42  on  Nov.  11th;  Black-headed  Gull 

King- bird,  several  records;  Orange -crowned 


nd  and  9  th;  Arkansas 

1st;  Wilson  warbler 
dead  on  the  27th;  Dickcissel,  77 


Nov. 

Warbler,  Nov. 


the  latter  found 


Nov.  15th  and  27th; 

Nov.  7  -  9  th;  Cl  ay -colored  Sparrow 


rov.  21  and  24th. 


Dr.  Gordon  Meade  reported  that  48  species  (6  less  than  last  year) 
were  observed  on  Rochester  Christmas  Census.  Absence  of  ducks,  and 
scarcity  of  Northern  finches  account  for  the  smaller  number  of  birds 
observed.  Red-bellied  woodpecker  and  White- throated  Sparrow  were  the 
rarities  recorded  from  that  territory. 

Ray  Verrill  saw  seven  blue  birds  near  Willoughby,  Ohio  during  the 
Christmas  holidays. 


EDITOR'S  NOTE 


After  years  of  service.  Hiss  Bertha  Schwenger  resigned 
of  the  Pro th ono tary .  The  executive  committee  elected  in 
Mrs.  Richard  Madison  who  now  has  the  dual  role  of  treasure 
the  Prothonotary  and  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

Subscriptions  to  our  paper  for  1941  are  now  due  and  shou 
to  Mrs.  Richard  D.  Madison,  218  Brantwood  Road,  Sr^ 
rate  of  7  5k  per  year. 

this  time 


.yder. 


as  treasurer 
her  place , 
r  for  both 

Id  be  paid 
Y.  at  the 


his  th  an k s  to  Hiss  S chw 


enger  for 


The  editor  ex  tend  sJ  at 
the  work  and  effort  expended  in  the  performance  of  her  duties  as 
treasurer. 


Please  send  all  records  of  your  observations  to  Ward  Kle 


Morris , Avenue  •  Early  receipts  o 
tical  wo rk  ar/d  likewise  expedite 
your  paper. 


pfer,  50  E. 

i  your  bird  lists  simplify  the  statis 
expedites  the  publication  and  mailing  of 
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MEETI1IGS: 


FUTURE  EVEITTS 


January  22  -  Wednesday  -  8:00  P.M.  Humboldt  Room  of  the 

Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
”GRA1LD  CATTY  OK  BIRDS”  -Mildred  Baker 

February  12-  Wednesday  -  8:00  P.M.  Humboldt  Room  of  the 

Bui  f  a  1  o  Mus  a  urn  of  S  c  i  enc  e 
”0R1TITK0L0GICAL  ASPECES  OF  TEE  ZOO” 
-  R.  Marlin  Perkins. 


February  26-  Wednesday  -  8:00  P.M.  Humboldt  Room  of  the 

Bu ff a  1  o  l lu se urn  of  Science 
”3IRD  BAUDIITG”  -  R.  Verrill. 


FIELD  TRIPS: 


February  9-  Sunday  -  LeRoy  -  Visit  Fred  Hazelton 

Meet  at  Main-City  Line  at  8:15  A.M. 

February  25 — Sunday  -  Oak  Orchard  -  Meet  at  Main-City  Line 

8:15  A.M. 
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Dr.  Lee  Herndon,  65  Walton  Drive, 
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THE  MONTH 


The  temperature  for  the  month  dropped  to  -0.1°  below  normal,  in  spite  of  four 
warm  spells.  Precipitation  was  -0.94”  below  normal.  High  winds  Jan.  4th,  51  mi. 
per  hr.;  Jan.  5th,  50  mi.  per  hr.  The  bird  records  for  the  month  show  a  few 
lingering  migrants,  and  also  some  of  the  northern  finches,  bat  few  of  the  northern 
gulls,  except  the  Black  Backed. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


January  1-50  Species  reported  to  start  the  new  year,  as  follows: 

Horned  Grebe  (Niagara  River,  Mitchell;  Athol  Springs,  Wright), 

Great  Blue  Heron,  Mallard,  Common  and  Red-legged  Black  Duck,  Gadwall  (Niagara  Falls- 
Savage)  ,  Baldpate,  Pintail,  Green-winged  Teal,  Canvas-back,  Greater  and  Lesser 
Sea-urn,  Golden-eye,  Buffle-head,  Old  Squaw,  Hooded  Merganser  (Niagara  River  -  Savage) 
American  Merganser,  Red-breasted  Merganser,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  Rough  -legged  Hawk, 
Marsh  Hawk,  Sparrow  Hawk,  Raffed  Grouse,  Pheasant,  Kill deer  (Wilson  -  Brockner, 
Thorpe),  Glaucous  Gull,  Gre  t  Black-backed  Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Ring-billed  Gull, 
Bonap.rte's  Gull.  Rock  Dove,  Short-erred  Owl  (Grand  Is,  -  Kellys),  Red- headed 
Woodpecker,  -Tairy  Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Blue  Jay,  Crow,  Black- canned  Chicka¬ 
dee,  White-breasted  Nuthatch,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  2(Wilson  -  Brockner,  Thorpe), 
Brown  Creeper,  Robin  (Grand  Is.  -  Kellys),  Golden-crowned  Kinglet,  Northern  Shrike 
(Grand  Is.  -  Brockner,  Thorpe),  Starling,  English  Sparrow,  White-winged  Crossbill 
57 (Wilson  -  Brockner,  Thorpe),  Tree  Sparrow,  Field  Sparrow  3 (James town  -  Beal), 
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F RANK  H.  LATTIN 


One  of  the  greatest  satisfactions  which  I  have  derived  from  working  on  our  forth¬ 
coming  checklist  has  been  my  contacts,  either  through  visits  or  correspondence,  with 
observers  of  an  earlier  day.  Not  the  least  interesting  ofthese  personalities  was  the 
late  Dr.  Frank  H.  Lattin  of  Gaines.  At  the  time  of  my  visits  to  his  home  he  was 
nearing  the  end  of  a.  most  unusual  life. 

He  was  born  about  1860,  and  after  his  graduation  from  Albion  High  School  was  for 
several  years  a  teacher  in  the  rural  districts.  It  was  at  this  time  that  he  became 
interested  in  natural  history.  Finding  the  district  rich  in  geological  specimens  of 
the  Drift  period,  and  discovering  many  rare  fossils  in  the  limestone  quarries  of 
Orleans  county,  he  started  a  collection.  Soon  he  was  corresponding  with  other 
collectors,  and  had  added  shells  and  birds’  eggs  to  his  other  lines.  To  facilitate 
his  exchange  business,  he  started  to  publish,  "The  Oologist",  and  soon  was  vno’vn 
throughout  the  world  as  one  of  the  leading  clearing  houses  for  natural  historv  objects. 

Dr.  Lattin  told  me  that  he  employed  three  men  to  wrap  birds’  eggs,  shells,  geologi¬ 
cal  specimens,  Indian  relics,  etc.  for  shipment.  In  addition  to  this  work  he  had  to 
take  care  of  from  50  to  150  letters  per  day  which  came  to  him  from  all  parts  of  the 
world.  In  a  circular  which  he  published  in  1895,  he  stated  that  during  the  previous 
three  months  he  had  added  nearly  400  new  drawers,  20  new  cabinets,  almost  1000  ft.  of 
shelving,  and  25  display  cases  ranging  from7  to  ever  1000  sq.  ft.  per  case.  Most  of 
the  boys  and  young  men  for  miles  around  collected  eggs  for  the  trade  which  he  had 
developed.  The  price  lists  of  birds'  eggs  which  he  circularized  to  the  trade  are 
today  of  great  interest;  as  an  indication  of  the  relative  abundance  of  our  nesting 
species.  Some  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  Dr.  La t tin’s  business  may  also  be  gained  from 
his  postage  bill,  wich  exceeded  $300.  per  month,  and  from  bis  having  purchased  bis 
heme  from  the  proceeds  of  one  sale  of  birds'  eggs.  In  addition  to  the  tremendous 
stock  of  objects  which  he  offered  for  sale,  he  maintained  a  private  museum.  In  this 
collection,  the  concho logical  section  alone  contained  ever  10,000  species  and 
10"' ,  000  st  ec  imen  s . 

As  interesting  as  the  rise  of  this  business  was  its  abrupt  ending.  Dr.  Lattin 
recounted  to  me  how  he  had  come  to  the  realization  that  there  was  a  definite  trend 
toward  federal  control  cf  egg  collecting  and  the  shooting  of  birds,  andhe  fores-w  the 
dr.y  when  such  ac-ivities  would  be  forbidden,  or  seriously  curtailed  by  law.  He 
decided  to  retire  from  the  business  at  once,  sell  his  collections,  and  study  medicine. 
This  he  did,  andafter  graduation  from.  Medical  College,  he  practiced  at  Gaines, 
except  for  intervals  during  which  he  w^s  a  member  cf  the  state  legislature,  for  the 
remainder  of  his  life. 

During  this  period,  little  of  his  tim.e  was  spent  in  the  study  of  natural  history, 
but  shortly  before  his  death  he  was  still  able  to  recall  clearly  the  more  signifi¬ 
cant  cf  his  early  records,  and  could  supply  many  of  the  dates  from  memory.  Dr. 

Latin’s  occunies  an  important  place  in  the  istory  cf  western  New  York  ornithology, 
and  in  addition  was  responsible  for  having  given  a  start  to  two  o<  hologists 
who  were  later  to  contribute  many  records  and  be  the  means  of  savi>‘^-'  \e  date  of 
other  observers  for  posterity.  I  refer  to  Ernest  H.  Short  andCoJV  F.  Posson, 

each  of  whom  was  for  a  time  Editor  of  "The  Oologist"  and  publishe  °  fens  County 
bird  records  in  various  other  periodicals. 


C,  S.  Beardslee 


NOTES 


The  following  records  are  taken  from  the  list  of  the  observers  in  the  Rochester 
area:  week  of'  Nov.  29,  194"'/  King-fisher,  Nine  Siskin;  Nee.  6th,  Cedar  Waxwing; 

Pec.  13th ,  Hooded  Merganser.  Bald  Eagle,  Red  Roll;  Pec „  20th,  Ruddy-duck,  Winter  Wren 
White- winged  Crossbill,  Swamp  Sparrow:  Dec.  27  th,  Red- throated  Locn,  Hoelbel  •  s  and 
Horned  Grebes,  Coot,  Red-  bellied  Woodpecker ,  Prairie  Horned  Lark,  White-winged 
Crossbill,  White-throated  Sparrow. 

The  'December  Bulletin  of  New  England  Bird  life  gives  records  of  individuals  of 
summer  species  which  stayed  on  dsspi  te  the  very  cold  of  ee-riy  'December,  Winter 
finches  are  widely  distributed  but  not.  in  numbers*  Listed,  are  extracts  from  the 
’’Bulletin'1::  Black  Vulture  Dec-  4,  Black- headed  Cull  all  during  the  month,  5  species 
of  Watb'lers,  Red  and  White- winged  Crossbills,  end  Oregon  banco  Nov.  27th. 

Ire  Bird  Callender  of  the  Cleveland  Bird  club  for  Cep t ember  .  October,  and  November 
contains  the  following  records*  Golden  Plover  Oct.-  27th,  King  Eider,  Nov,  26th, 
Franklin's  Gull  Oct*  20th  ana  25th,  Kirtland-s  Warbler  Sept  6th.  Earlier  in  the  year 
were  seen,  American  E.grette,  May  7-8-9,  Barrow  s  Golden  eye  March  30  and  31,  and 
during  the  summer  a  Chukar  Partridge,  These  birds  had  been  liberated  in  various 
parts  of  the  state* 

At  a  r ecenhr.eeting,  Clark  Beardslee  told  of  a  record  from  David  Bruce,  of  a  Ring¬ 
necked  Pheasant  for  Western  New  York  in  1899, 

'Dr.  Gordon  Meade  states  that  the  finished  list  for  the  Genesee  Ornithological 
Society  for  1940  totaled  232  species. 

At  the  meeting  of  January  22nd  and  again  at  the  Hayes  Friday  lecture  of  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  on  Jan,  31,  Miss  Mildred  Baker  told  of  her  summer  trip 
through  the  Gorge  of  the  Oolorada  River,  Both  lectures  over,  taxed  the  capacity  of 
the  meeting  rooms.  At  our  regular  meeting,  Miss  Baker  showed  colored  stills  and 
very  informally  told  of  the  adventurous  expbrences  on  her  100 0  mile  boat  ride. 

The  Hayes  lecture  covered  the  entire  trip.  Amply  illustrating  her  talk  with 
colored  movies,  Miss  Baker  took  her  audience  from  the  fairly  level  and  smooth  upper 
reaches  of  the  river  through  the  gorges  and  canyons  of  rocks  and  turbulent  water  to 
the  newly  form- d  Lake  Meade* 

Many  men  have  entered  and  traversed  parts  of  the  trip;  some  have  successfully 
covered  the  whole  length*.  More  have  tried  and  failed*  Miss  Baker  and  Mrs.  Nevil,wife 
leader  of  the  trip  are  the  only  two  women  who  have  traveled  the  whole  length  of  this 
mi  gh  ty  s  tr  e  am . 


SPECIAL  NOTICE 


The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  and  the  Audubon  Societies  are  collaborating  with 
the  Conservation  Forum,  in  presenting  a  talk  on  ,!The  Puck  Situation  and  The 
Trumpeter  Swan11,  by  Mrs.  C ,  N.  Edge,  of  the  Emergency  Conservation  Committee  of  New 
York  City,  on  Thursday,  February  13th,  in  Hutchinson  Central  High  School,  Room  200 
(over  office),  use  Johnson  Park  entrance.  Time:-  3:00  P.M,  The  lecture  is  free 
to  the  public.  All  members  and  friends  are  invited  to  he-r  Mrs.  Edge. 


MEETING-  -  December  11,  1940 


At  the  meeting  of  Dec.  11,  1940,  Richard  Byron,  Charles  Crewson  and  Robert  Chandler 
were  elected  associate  members,  and  Miss  Ana-belle  Hiller  of  Jamestown,  N.  Y,  was 
elected  a  corresponding  member. 

Nr.  Beardslee  suggested  that  a  new  classification  of  membership  be  added,  that  of 
fe Hew.  The  members  present  voted  fc-r  a  committee  to  have  the  resolution  placed 
into  proper  form  for  the  first  January  meeting. 


' 


MEETING 


January  8,  1941 


Mr.  Mitchell  presented  for  action  the  proposal  of  forming  a  new  is.y^o  of  -member. 

This  was  acted  upon  and  held  for  vote  till  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Epes  were  elected  to  associate  membership. 

MEETING  -  January  22,1941 

Albert  J.  Wright,  2nd  and  Bartlett  B.  Wright  were  elected  associate  members. 

With  a  slight  amendment,  themeeting  voted  in  favor  of  the  addition  of  a  new  type 
of  membership.  These  changes  are  herewith  recorded: 

Article  II 

SECTION  1  -  There  shall  be  five  classes  of  membership;  Honorary  members,  Fellows, 

Active  members,  Associate  members,  and  corresponding  members. 

Present  Section  3  to  become  Section  6. 

New  Section  3.  Fellows  may  include  those  in  our  membership  who  have  attained 
particular  eminence  in  the  field  of  ornithology.  Selection  of  Fellows  to  be  made 
originally  by  the  President,  and  thereafter  election  shall  be  made  by  the  Fellows. 

Article  X 

SECTION  2  -  Change  to  read:-  Dues  shall  be  assessed  on  Fellows,  and  on  active  and 

associate  members  only 

(The  membership  committee  further  suggests  that  at  least  two  or  mere  of  some  such 
requirements  as  those  listed  below  be  made  prerequisites  for  election  as  a  Fellow::)' 

(1)  Election  to  Active  membership  in  the  A.  0,  U. 

(2)  Presidency  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  or  of  an  ornithological 
society  of  equal  standing, 

(3)  Editorship  of  the  Prothonotary  or  of  an  ornithological  journal  of  similar  scop 

(4)  Teaching  of  our  adult  museum;  courses  in  ornithology,  or  similar  teaching 
e lsewhere . 

(5)  Publishing  of  a  check  list  for  this  or  another  territory. 

(6)  Substantial  contributions  to  bird  banding  work,  preferably  resulting  in  a 
paper  or  article  submitted  on  the  subject, 

(7)  Meritorious  project  work. 

(8)  Publication  of  articles  in  ornithological  journals  of  nation-wide  prominence. 

(9)  Membership  in  ornithological  expeditions  of  recognized  importance. 

(10)  Other  outstanding  contributions  to  ornithology. 

Inasmuch  as  there  is  a  great  difference  in  the  relative  value  of  the  above  listed 
prerequisites  #1,  for  example,  being  equal  to  two  or  more  of  any  of  the  others,  it 
will  be  up  to  the  President,  and  later  to  the  Fellows  themselves,  to  determine  the 
qualifications  necessary  for  election  to  Fellow. 


MEETINGS:  Feb.  12 

Wed. 

Feb.  26 

Wed, 

March  12 

Wed. 

PIE  trip  TRIPS:  Feb. 23 

Sun. 

March  9 

Sun. 

FUTURE _ EVENTS 

8:00  P.M,  Humboldt  Hoorn  of  the  B.M.  of  Sc.  ”  Ornithological 
Aspects  of  the  Zoo”  -  R,  Marlin  Perkins. 

8:00  P.M,  Humboldt  Room;  of  the  B.M.  of  Sc. 

’’Bird  Banding”  -  R.  Verrill. 

8:00  P.M.  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

”How  to  Take  Pictures”  -  Ed  Avery. 

8:.  15  A.M.  Oak  Orchard  -  Meet  at  Main-City  Line 
Leader:  E.  C.  Ulrich. 

8:00  A.M.  Grand  Island  -  Meet  at  Delaware  and  Her  tel  Ave. 
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The  weather  for  t'  e  month  departed  from  normal  by  -0.70  of  temperature  daily 
and  by  -.9  inches  of  precipitation.  High  winds  Feb.  8th  58  mi.  per  hr.  ;  Feb  .  19th, 

47  mi.  per  hr. 

During  the  short  warm  spell  in  mid-February,  many  Prairie  Horned  Larks  were  report¬ 
ed,  also  2  Robins,  a  Blue  Bird  and  Kingfisher.  A  cold  wave  folic  'ed  and  brought 
large  fxocks  of  snow  buntings,  a  few  Redpolls,  and  Lapland  Longspurs .Records  of  a 
Whistling  Swan  and  Canada  Goose  ware  unusual.  Both  Red  and  White-winged  Crossbills 
continue  to  be  seen, usually  in  hemlock  groves>very  err:  tic  in  their  movements, 
-.resent  one  day,  gone  the  neat. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 
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ir. on th  ( many  mamb ms) 

Eo  o  d  ed  M e : gun  s.  r 

"  25 

2 

Go  t  Is .  (Bo-.rdslee) 

Sharp  Shinned  Hawk  1 

“  12 

Niagara  Falls  (Rogerson) 

Cooper's  Hawk 

"  2 

1 

Bergen  (Ulrichs) 

R  ed -tailed  E~wk  & 

Rough  Leg.  Hawk 

Reported  rsgul-  rly  from  Grand  Is.  and 

other  places  (many  members) 

Bald  Eagle 

"  25 

1 

Nirg-r:-  Gorge  (Be  rdsiee) 

M'  rsh  Hawk 

«  2 

1 

Grand  Is.  (Broclmer,  Thorpe) 

«  13 

1 

Grind  Is.  (Mitchell,  Mrs,  Edge,  Mrs. 

Madison,  Miss  James) 

»  23 

1 

0.  0.  (Ecklers) 

Ruffed  G roues 

«  2 

1 

Zoar  Velley  (grander) 

»  2  &  11  1 

Holland  (James  et  al ) 

Glaucous  Gull 

"  1 

1 

Fuhrman  Dr.  (Mitchell,  Brockner) 

Iceland  Gull 

"  11 

1 

Fuhrman  Dr.  (Bourne) 

C-r,  Bl-b,  Gull 

Reported  commonly  by  many  members. 

Bo neper  te  » s  Gul  1  J 

:n.  13  (L) 

1 

Squaw  Is.  (Murphy) 

Mourning  Dove 

Flock  cf  15-18  reported  along  Ransom  Rd. 

Grand  Is,  all  month  by  many  members. 


Screoch  Owl  Jan.  27 

1 

Angola  (Dolores  Jameson) 

K*.  i. 

1 

Gov;  nda  (Bourne) 

"  12 

1 

Hamdur g  ( B  our ne ) 

Snowy  Owl 

"  22 

1 

Hyde  Pk.  Niu.  Falls  (Park  officer,  rep. 

Ro gerson) 

Barred  Owl 

"  23 

1 

0.  0.  (Ulrich  et  al) 

Long-o 'rod  Owl 

«  9 

1 

Wilson  (Byron,  Weaver) 

dhort-e  red  Owl 

»  2&9 

1 

Wilson  (Byron,  We “v - r )  and 

CO 

r— 1 

6-13  daily  at  Hydo  Pk.  Niag'r  Falls 

end  still  present 

Roger son) 

»  21 

1 

Welland,  Ont,  (Bourne) 

Beltad  Kingfisher 

«  15 

1 

Lime  Lake  (Judge  Vaughan,  rep. 

Boards  loo) 

Flicker 

"  8 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont.  (Doyle) 

'<  9 

1 

Le  Roy  (Mitchell  ot  al) 

"  23 

1 

0.  0.  (Ulrich  et  al) 

»  26 

1 

Hydo  Pk.  Nia.  Falls  (Bear* lee  ) 

Pi  lea  tod  Woodpecker  "  1 

1 

Gowanda  (Bourne) 

Red -do  1 li od  Wcodp • 

"  9 

2 

LeRoy  (Mitchell  ot  al) 

n 

2 

Daily  at  Easel  ton's  in  Le  Roy 

Red-h.  Woodpecker 

Many  records  from  Grand  Is., 

Wilson  and  other  places  dy  many  memdors 

For  thorn  Horned  Lark  ,f  23 

4 

0.  0.  (Siedert  et  al) 

Prairie  Horned  Lark  " 

Common  dy  middle  of  the  month.  Largest 

numder  reported,  233,  Grand  Is.  Fed.  22  (Doyl 

Rod -dr .  Nut  ha  tc  h 

CO 

1 

Wilson  (Byron,  Weaver) 

Rodin 

«  2 

1 

Holland  (James  ct  al) 

"  11 

1 

Hamdur g  ( Bourne ) 

«  15 

2 

Grand  Island  (Schutt,  rep.  Murphy) 

"  20 

1 

Holland  (Priscilla  Pratt  rep.  James) 

All  winter 

1 

Tonawanda  (Fischer) 

Bluedird  Fed.  15 

1 

Grand  Island  (Schutt,  rep.  Murphy) 

Northern  Shrike 

«  1 

1 

E,  Aurora  (Thorpe  et  al) 

"  15 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Pk.  (Bourne) 

"  16  &  22  1 

Grand  Island  (Thorpe  et  al) 

"  23 

1 

0.  0.  (Ecklers,  Sied-rt) 

Meadowlark 

Flock  of  18-8  on  Ransom  Rd . ,  Grand  Island  all 

during  month. 

»  19 

2 

Hamburg  (Jerry  Rogers  rop.  Bourne) 

»  23 

1 

0.  0.  (Ulrich  et  al) 

Rod  wing 

«  26 

1 

Goat  Island  (Bo ard sloe) 

C  ard ina 1 

Reported  regularly  at  feeding  stations 
at  Hamdur g  (Bourne,  Buckauer) 

Ho  1 1 and  ( J ano p  4  Br  o cknor ) 

Niag: ra  Falls  ( Ro  gerson ) 

»  26 

Grand  Island  (Brockner,  Thorpe) 

Youngstown  (Tuttle)  daily  atJanostcwn 

Common  Redpoll 

«  15 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park  (Bourne) 

00 

03 

1 

Gr and  I s 1 and  ( Bourne ) 

Goldfinch 

"  1 

2 

Go wand a  ( Bourne ) 

«  16 

30 

Grand  Is.  (Thorpe  et  al) 

"  23 

0.  0.  (Ecklers) 

Rod  Crossdil 

>'  2 

1 

Wilson  (Klepfors) 

«  27 

8 

Youngs  town  (Board sloe) 

White-w.  Crossdill 

"  9 

25 

25  Perrysdurg  (Mrs.  Cunningham  rep. 

James) 

Baring  Fed. 

Flocks  at  Emory  Park,  Chestnut  Ridge  Fk 

and  Boston  V -alloy  5  in  N,  of  Springvillo 

 (w rli±iJ 


t 


Seng  Sparrow  reported  regularly  from  many  localities. 
Lapland  Longspur  Fab.  3  1  Springbrook  (Bourne) 

2 


Snow  Bunting 


tt 


13 


23 


24 


Grand  Is. 


rn 


3 

6 

1 


( Mi  tche  1 1 ,  Mr  s .  Ed  g< 

Mrs.  Madison,  Miss  James) 
Is.  (Klopfers) 

(Ulrich  et  al) 


Grand 
Basom 

Gr and  I  s  land  ( jjaci©  s ) 


tt 

3 

250 

Springbrook  (Bourne) 

tt 

4 

35 

Tift  Street  (Bourne) 

tt 

9 

50 

Lo  Roy 

(Doyle) 

tt 

21 

750 

Derby 

(Mitchell) 

tt 

22 

600 

&  250 

Grand  Island 

( Doyle ,  Murphy) 

tt 

23 

100 

&  50 

Indian  Falls 

(Ulrich  ot  al) 

It 

200 

&  50 

Grand  Island 

(Klopfers) 

tt 

25 

50 

Gain  e  s  v  i  1  lo  (Mrs,  Smi  th 

January  78  species,  February  11  now  species,  total  37  species  yr  .  to  d  ate 


BIRDS  OF  THE  GREED  AND  COLORADO  RIVERS . 


Few  regions  give  a  better  example  of  the  life  zones  of  plants  and 
animals  then  do  the  courses  of  the  Green  end  Colorado  Rivers.  Wo  started 
cur  1183  mile  voyage  at  an  altitude  of  6100  feet  in  Wyoming  and  descended  to 
700  feet  at  Boulder  Dam. 

The  Alpine  Zone  at  the  beginning  was  represented  by  splendid  oxanplos  of 
EngeLmonn  Spruce  and  by  our  N.  r thorn  vi.an  species  ~ s  the  Mount  in 
Chick  does,  Mountain  Bluebirds,  Western  Robins,  Western  Sang  Sp  rrews,  and 
the  Whip-Pccr-Wi  11 . 

Wo  traveled  from  the  Alpine  down  into  the  Hudson! an  Zeno  with  its  wonder  - 
ful  Western  Yellow  Pino  and  on  into  the  Pinon  and  Juniper  country,  where 
Rod-shafted  Flickers,  Brewer  :s  Blackbirds,  Western  Mo'd: wl  ~rks ,  Woo  tern 
Ma aiming  Doves,  Dusky  Grouse,  Western  W  .rbling  Vireo s,  Black-headed 
GrosboU.cs  wore  seen,  the  first  four  in  considerable  Round anc o . 

Thick  growths  of  cottonwood,  willow  end  alder,  ;md  that  immigr  nt  from 


Persia,  the  Tamarisk  grew  along  the  banks  of  the  Green  River,  wherev.r 
a  foothold  was  obtainable.  In  these  thickets  birds  flitted  about  in  a 
most  aggravating  manner,  p  rticul  rly  plentiful  being  the  Arkansas  and 
Casein1 s  Kingbirds  and  Say  Phoebe s.  From  the  start,  hundreds  of  Black¬ 
billed  Magpies  greeted  us  and  accompanied  us  all  the  way  down  the 
Green  and  for  a  considerable  distance  on  the  Colorado  River.  After  the 
first  two  days,  we  entered  the  canyon  stretches  and  immediately  began 
hearing  the  plaintively  sweet  song  of  the  Canyon  Wren,  that  fearless 
little  bird  continuing  all  the  way  down  the  rivers. 

Throughout  the  voyage,  hardly  a  day  passed  that  we  did  not  see  one  or 
more  Great  Blue  Pier  on  s  and  as  we  come  to  the  more  southerly  reaches, 
American  Egrets  were  common.  Along  the  Green  River,  Canada  Geese  nestei 
abundantly  and  we  saw  many  Rod-breas tod  Mergansers,  G'dw  11s,  Blue¬ 
winged  and  Cinnamon  Teal  nd  one  Western  Grebe.  Those  ducks  were 
present  at  intorv  .Is  all  along  the  two  rivers. 

The  most  characteristic  bird  of  the  northerly  reaches  W'-s  the 
Cliff  Swallow,  The  interesting  mud  nests  of  these  pretty  little  birds 
were  plastered  on  the  cliff  walls.  The  name  of  Swllcw  Canyon  has  been 
given  to  one  of  the  stretches,  although  that  could  be  just  as  appropriately 
applied  to  countless  ether  canyons.  Rough-winged  Swallows  also  abounded. 

The  little  Spotted  Sandpiper  w  s  present  wherever  conditions  were  f aver¬ 
table,  and  during  the  e-- rly  part  cf  the  trip,  wo  sow  many  Killdoer, 


As  wc  came  f-rther  south,  in  tho  Upper  Sonoran  Zona  with  its  ... 

c't’s-clow,  Hod  bud  and  many  typos  cf  cacti,  we  saw  Long- tall  ad  Chats, 
Western  Flyc  tchcrs,  S..,ge  Thrush  sr  and  at  night  he*  rd  the  Pear- Will, 

In  tho  Lowor  Sonoran  or  true  desort  Zeno  with  its  index  plant,  the 
Chclla  cue tus ,  wero  White-* winged  Doves,  White-f -.cod  Glossy  Ibis, 

,B1  nc k  p ho  ob  os,  Avocots ,  Hud  s c  ni  on  Cur  1  ew s  . 

Both  Black  -nd  Turkey  Vultures  wore  constantly  present,  os  were 
the  Western  Red -toil,  Sw  ain  sen’s  :na  Cooper’s  Hawk;  farther  north  we 
observed  M  rsh  Hawks,  Ospreys  and  Bald  Eagle. 

In  all,  I  identified  68  species  of  birds,  in  addition  to  on  immature 
unidentified  gull  (presumably  Franklin’s)  and  many  hummingbirds. 

Tho  most  abundant  birds  were  Gre  t  Blue  Herons,  Block-billed  M  <gpies, 
Cliff  and  Rough- win god  Sw alios,  Canada  Gee  so,  Arkansas  and  C~*s sin’s 
Kingbirds,  Say  Phoebe s  and  -among  the  Hawks,  tho  Western  Red-tail . 

Of  the  birds  :b served,  18  are  found  in  our  vicinity  -  the  Great  Blue 
Heron,  Red-br  acted  Mergansers,  Gadwalls,  Canada  Goose,  Blue-winged 
Teal,  Rough- winged  and  Cliff  Swallows,  Spotted  Sandpiper,  Kiildeer, 

Marsh  and  Cooper’s  Hawks,  Osprey,  Bald  Eagle,  Turkey  Vulture,  Red-winged 
Blackbird  (very  few)  Whip-poor-will,  Catbird,  and  one  Black-cr- wned 
Night  Heron. 

The  extreme  aridity  of  the  climate  throughout  the  journey  had  a 
censid  rebic  effect  on  the  bird  life,  although  the  Flycatcher  Family 
was  represented  in  great  abundance,  for  insect  life  was  more  than 
plentiful  at  all  times.  Most  of  the  side  Canyons  are  dry  washes  or 
arroyes  except  when  flash  floods  come  down*  These  carry  everything 
before  them,  sc  very  little  life  of  any  kind  is  to  be  found.  There 
are  however,  seme  notable  exceptions  where  more  or  less  permanent 
streams  have  cut  deep  canyons  that  extend  back  sixty  miles  and  more 
into  the  surrounding  plateaus.  The  whole  rim  country  hereabouts  is 
arid.  Irrigation  is  the  solo  morns  cf  keeping  alive  the  few  and 
scattered  habit. -tiens  that  we  found  on  the  upper  stretches.  Here  :nd 
there  one  might  find  a  w  tor  pocket  left  by  a  recent  rain,  end  once  in 
a  gre  t  while  that  most  precious  gift  of  all  -  a  spring. 

Very  little  difference  exists  in  the  humity  cf  the  rim  and  tho  river, 
for  as  seen  as  we  landed  in  the  dry  atmosphere,  our  saturated  garments 
would  dry  cut.  In  most  cases  we  had  no  difficulty  in  doing  our  laundry 
work  before  we  retired  at  night,  to  find  it  perfectly  dry  when  we  arose 


«-■  4» 


4:30  A.M. 

Our  progress  through  the  various  zones  was  made  intensely  interesting 
by  the  wild  life  noted,  as  there  is  a  definite  correlation  between  the 
plant  end  animal  life.  Wherever  chore  were  lush  thickets  along  the  banks, 
birds  were  soon  in  hundreds.  When  we  came  tc  arid  canyon  walls,  only  an 
occasional  hawk,  raven  or  cur  lovely  little  canyon  wren  were  in  evidence. 

This  whole  region  is  still  as  wild  as  it  was  before  Columbus  com©,  and 
in  fact,  the  Cclcr::dc  flows  through  the  l.rgo  space  once  denominated  on  the 
vague  maps  of  cur  old  geographies  as  ’’The  Gre-t  American  Desert”,  Here  no 
man  now  lives,  nor  is  there  much  record  cf  these  forgotten  men  cf  the  cliffs. 
The  very  surface  of  the  o  rth  looks  monstrous  nd  extinct.  Liz-rds  and 
insects  constitute  tho  most  abundant  life,  with  those  species  of  birds  which 

prey  upon  them,  _ _  Mildred  Baker 

KNOW  "  YOUR  SPRING  BIRDS 


Tho  Spring  Course  on  birds  by  Ward  Klepfer  began  at  the  Museum  on  M'rch  10th. 
This  course  will  cover  the  plumage  wad  nesting  habits  cf  birds  -and  will  gr e at ly 
aid  the  students  in  their  identification  cf  the  migrants  who  will  seen  be  pass¬ 
ing  by  on  ncrthvrrd  journey. 
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NOTES 


Tho  fc  Hewing  unusual  rocerds  ire  extracted  from  tho  Buletin  cf  Now 
E  nglrnd  Bird’ 3  Life  fer  J an • :  Snew  Goose,  Black-handed  Gull, 
Bohemian  W-xwing,  Shufeldt 1  s  Junce,  Meric on  Three- teed  Wocdpeckcr, 
Wintering  Traa  Swallows,  and  six  species  cf  Warblers. 

Birds  observed  at  Rochester  include,  for  week  cf  Jan.  24,  Green- 
win  ged  Teal,  Am.  Eider  Duck,  Cedar  Waxwing,  Wh- throated  Sparrow;  Jan. 
31,  Shoveller  Duck,  King  Eider  Duck;  Feb.  Kumlion’s  Gull,  Tufted 
Titmouse. 


MEETING  OF  FEBRUARY  12th 


James  Savage,  H-rcld  Mitchell  and  Clark  Beard slee  were1  appointed 
as  fellows  under  the  new  typo  cf  membership  recently  adopted. 

As  the  outcome  cf  tho  fight  against  feathers  in  millinery, 

Mr.  Avory  read  a  Joint  Declaration  of  Policy  and  Program  signed  by 
the  National  Audubon  Society  and  tho  Fo  thor  Industries  cf  American, 

Inc.,  who  control  about  90$  cf  that  business.  Under  this  agreement, 
tho  most  flagrant  conditions  hove  been  brought  under  control. 

Curator  R.  M.  Perkins,  of  the  Buffalo  Zee  talked  cn  ornithological 
-aspects  of  tho  new  Zoo.  No  new  members. 

MEETINCPOF  FEBRUARY  36th" 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Frank  G,  Smith,  182  Colvin  Av.  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  were  elected 
nssoci ’ te  memb or s , 

Members  wore  ’urged  to  write  to  Secretory  Ickos  and  their  Congressmen 
against  the  open  so. .son  for  weed  ducks,  and  urging  th  t  the  hunting 
season  be  closed  after  Dec.  15th.  Omi  tho  logical  Society  voted  to  send 
$5.00  in  support  of  Mrs.  Edge's  education  ccmp-ign  cn  the  Trumpeter  Swan. 

Ray  V  err  ill  told  of  his  exp  riences  with  Bird  Banding  in  Main  and 
Holland,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Mitchell  announced  that  Major  Cole  has  at  last  obtained  the  authority 
to  patrol  the  state  perk  so  that  500  foot  cut  into  the  river  is  covered  and 
1700  foot  along  the  eastern  end  of  Buckhcrn  Island,  This  virtually  makes  a 
sanctuary  cf  tho  Niagara  River  with  the  exception  cf  some  blinds  off 
Navy  Island.  Duck  food  has  alsc  been  pi  nted  by  the  state. 


MEETINGS: 


TRIPS: 


Editor 

Ass't  Editor 
Treasurer 
Business  Manager 


FUTURE  EVENTS 

March  26  -  Frank  Karpick,  Ass't  City  Forester  - 

"Trees  and  Shrubs  Attractive  to  Birds" 

Plan  Spring  Duck  Census  -  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  Cap’n. 
Members  who  cannot  attend  the  meeting  of  March  26,  but  who 
wish  to  take  part  in  the  Spring  Duck  Census  cn  April  6, 
should  write  or  'phono  H.  D.  Mitchell,  378  Crescent  Av . 

Buffalo,  F.  Y.  for  assignment  cf  territory,  (Phone:  UN-8532) 
April  9:  -  Report  cn  Spring  Duck  Census.  . . . 

March  23  -  Case-ado  Park,  Leader;  Alfred  D,  Wonder, 

Moot:  8:00  A.M.  City  Hall 

April  6  -  "Spring  Duck  Census"  -  Hrrold  D.  Mitchell,  Cap ’n. 

Got  in  touch  with  Mr.  Mitchell  for  assignments, 

-  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Avo.,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

-  Ward  Klepfer  30  E,  Morris  Av, 

-  Mrs  •  R.  D.  Madison  218  Brantwood  Rd. 

-  Alfred  D.  Wander  175  Saranac  Avenue 


M 

It 

n 


tt 

tt 
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Statisticians:  Harold  D.  Mitchell  and  Clark  S,  Beard  sloe 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Orni the  logical  Society 

BUFFALO  NEW  YORK 


THE  MONTH 


Precipitation  for  April  was  below  normal  by  -.56  inches,  thermometer  readings 
constant  below  normal  by  an  average  of  -4,9V  daily*  High  winds  March  16,54mi. 
per  hr.;  March  17  th,  58  ir.i .  per  hr.;  March  18  th  46  mi .  per  hr. 

The  cold  of  March  kept  the  pends  and  L&kd  Erie  frozen  .ver*,  only  the  fast 
moving  streams  remained  open* 

Crossbills  and  jther  northern  finches  remained  during  the  whole  month.  A 
recorded  Purple  Sandpiper  from  Niagara  Falls  w,..s  the  first  known  spring 
record  for  Western  New  Y.rk,  At  Ang.  la,  N.  Y.  during  theweek  ;  f  March 
23rd.  Red  and  White-winged  Crcssbiils,  Pine  Siskins,  Red  Pells,  Purple  ard 
Gold  Finches  were  all  observed  within  a  very  small  area.  Ducks  cn  the  contrary 
remained  few  and  absent. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Pied-billed  Grebe 

March 

26 

(F) 

1 

Ellice tt  Creek  (Beardslee) 

Great  Blue  Heron 

it 

27 

3 

Grand  Island  (Eomes) 

« 

28 

1 

Grind  Island  (Beards lee) 

tt 

30 

1 

0.  0.  (Ecklers) 

Blacker.  Nigh  Heron 

n 

16 

(F) 

1 

Forest  Lawn  (Murphy) 

n 

22 

&  30 

1 

Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

Whistling  Swm 

« 

2 

-  19 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (Many  Members) 

ii 

23 

75 

over  Hamburg  (Howard  Me  A  tee,  rep.  Mitchell) 

ii 

29 

4 

Sunken  Is.  (Mitchell,  Herndon,  Wander) 

Canada  Goose 

ii 

23 

o 

Am.  Lake  Shore  (Wander  et  al.) 

it 

23 

30 

Over  Eden  (W.  J.  Dugan) 

it 

26 

8 

Niagara  Falls  (Beards lee) 

ii 

30 

0.  0.  (Ecklers) 

Ring-necked  Duck 

ii 

12 

(F) 

1 

Buffalo  (Bourne) 

it 

20 

1 

Niagara  River  (Eames) 

White-winged  Scoter 

n 

30 

1 

Niagara  River,  Ont.  (Verrill) 

Go  shawk 

ii 

30 

1 

Niagara  River,  Ont.  (Verrill) 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

Reported  at  Grand  Is.,  Hamburg,  0.  0.  and 

Am.  Lake  shore  by  many  members. 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

it 

14 

1 

Grand  Island  (Bourne) 

ii 

30 

1 

Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

Red-tailed  Hawk  Reported  regularly  by  many  members 

all  during  March 


-  /' 


Red-shouldered  Hawk 

March  9 

(F) 

ti 

11 

Rough- leg.  Hawk 

n 

16 

&  23 

Bald  Eagle 

ti 

27 

Marsh  Hawk 

Pigeon  Hawk 

it 

2 

(F) 

u 

30 

Ruffed  Grouse 

Eure-!)  e  an  P  -:,r  t  r  idg  e 

it 

5 

(F) 

Killdeer 

it 

22 

it 

23 

Greater  Yellow-legs 

n 

26 

(F) 

Purple  Sandpiper 

ii 

26 

(F) 

u 

27 

Screech  Owl 

n 

1 

ii 

9, 

,15,1' 

Great-horned  Owl 

n 

15 

&  30 

it 

27 

Barred  Owl 

ti 

16 

&  30 

Long-eared  Owl 

it 

2 

ii 

16 

Short-eared  Owl 

ii 

12 

ii 

13 

Belted  Kingfisher 

it 

21 

Flicker 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

n 

10 

&  31 

Red -headed  Woodpecker 

t! 

30 

Nor  them  Horned  Lark 

11 

2 

tt 

19 

Tufted  Titmouse 

It 

16 

(F) 

Red-br*  Nuthatch 

11 

22 

n 

22 

ii 

23 

ti 

23 

ti 

23 

it 

24 

Cedar  Waxwing 

ii 

8 

&  9(3 

ti 

25 

Northern  Shrike 

ii 

9, 

15  & 

tt 

15 

Migrant  Shrike 

it 

23 

(F) 

Red-wing 

ii 

10 

Bronzed  Grackle 

ii 

24 

(F) 

ii 

25 

Cow  bird 

it 

31 

1 

1 

3 

1 


1 

2 


2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

& 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 


30  1 

0.  0, 

Grand 

0.  0. 


1 

4 

3 

1 

2 

3 


1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

25 


Cardinal 


0*  0.  (Ecklers) 

Tonawand a  ( Bon  rne ) 

Grand  Is.  Ransom  Rd.  (Klepfer  ©t  al) 
on  ice  E.  of  Navy  Is.  (Mitchell) 
Reported  regularly  by  many  members  all 
during  March. 

Hyde  Park,  Niagara  Falls  (Burt  Wright, 

Herndon) 

E.  Aurora  (Wild) 

Reported  from  Hamburg,  Zoar  valley, 
Holland,  Pt.  Abino  and  0.  0.  by  several 

members. 

Windcm,  N.  Y,  (Bourne) 

Hamburg  (Bourne) 

Am.  Lak3  Shore  (Wander  et  al) 

Ft.  Erie,  North  (Savage) 

Goat  Island  (Beardslee) 

Goat  Island  (Mitchell,  Klepfers,  Byron) 
Beard  &  Star  in  Ave,  Buffalo  (Byron) 

0.  0.  (Ecklers) 

(Eckler s) 

Is,  ( Earns s) 

(Ecklers) 

Wilson  (Byron,  Crewson,  Weaver,  Keller) 
Grand  Island  (Mitchell) 

Hyde  Park,  Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 
Hyde  Park,  Niagasa  Falls,  (Mitchell) 
Holland  (Mrs,  Bredemeier,  rep,  James) 
Several  records  from  Hyde  Pk. ,  Holland 
Goat  Is,  and  Derby  by  many  members. 
Holland  (Verrill) 
seen  at  Angola  by  many  members 
Lincoln  Perk  (Chandler) 

Grand  Island  (Savage,  Mitchell) 

West  of  Batavia  (Bourne) 

Grand  Island  (Klepfer  3t  al) 

Several  records  from  Hamburg,  Angela, 
Cascade  Pk.  and  Chestnut  Ridge  Pk.  by 
many  members. 

Gainesville  (Mrs.  E,  Smith) 

Derby  &  Angola  (Mitchell,  Brocker, 
Almendinger) 

Am.  Lake  Shore  (Wander  et  al) 

Holland  (James) 

Angola  (Bourne) 

Snyder  (Mrs.  Madison) 

Youngstown  (Roger  son  et  al) 

W anakah  ( Be  a  rd  s  1  e  e ) 

(L)  1  0,  0.  (Ecklers) 

E.  of  Hamburg  (Mitchell,  Almendinger) 

0.  0.  (Mitchell) 

Buffalo  (Ecklers) 

Angela  (Burt  Wright) 

Buffalo  (Thorpe) 

Silver  Creek  (Bourne) 

Reported  regularly  from  many  places  all 
during  March. 


2 


V 


Purple  Finch 

March 

22 

(F)  22  Derby  (Mitchell,  Brockner,  Almendinger) 

ti 

24 

30 

Angola  (Burt  Wright) 

n 

24 

1 

Houghton  (Bourne) 

it 

24 

1 

He  1  land 

( James) 

it 

25 

4 

Angc la 

(Besrdslee) 

Common  Redpoll 

it 

2 

200 

Pt.  Agino  (Doyle,  Murphy) 

it 

2 

1 

Grand  Island  (Elepfers) 

ti 

7 

Fleck 

Pt.  Abino  (Burt  Wright) 

ii 

24 

1 

Angc la 

(Burt  Wright) 

n 

25 

1 

Angc la 

( Be&rdslee) 

ii 

23 

Angc la 

(Doyle,  Murphy) 

n 

30 

12 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park  (Bourne) 

Pine  Siskin 

ti 

23 

8 

Angola 

(Wander  et  al) 

ii 

25 

2 

Angc la 

(Beardslee) 

Go  ldf  inch 

ti 

11 

2 

Holland 

(Mrs,  Pratt  rep.  James) 

ii 

23 

3 

Angc la 

(Wander  et  al) 

it 

23 

75 

Grand  Island  (Klepfer  et  al) 

it 

30 

2 

Angela 

(Klepfer  et  al) 

Red  Crossbill 

M 

22 

2 

Angc la 

(Mitchell,  Brccknsr,  Almendinger) 

11 

23 

10 

Angc  la 

(Wander  et  al) 

11 

23 

8 

E.  Aurora  (Wild) 

n 

24 

30 

Angc la 

(Burt  Wright) 

it 

25 

4 

Angela 

(Beardslee) 

White-winged  Crc 

ssbill  « 

1 

14 

West  Falls  (Burt  Wright) 

11 

2 

18 

Wilson 

(Byron,  Weaver,  Crewson,  Keller) 

ti 

2 

1 

Youngstown  (Burt  Wright) 

11 

22 

60 

Angc la 

(Mitchell,  Brockner,  Almendinger) 

and  from  50  to  30  by  many  observers 
•until  the  30th. 


it 

23 

3 

Cascade  Park  (Wander  et  al) 

Red-eyed  Towhee 

ti 

22  (F) 

1 

Grand  Island  (Weaver) 

Lapland  Longspur 

ii 

16 

12 

Grand  Is,  (Klepfer  et  al) 

ti 

19 

1 

V/,  of  Batavia  (Bourne) 

n 

30 

50 

Barcelona  (Byron) 

Snow  Bunting 

Many  records  from  Buffe  lo,  Grand  Island, 
Luckpcrt,  Bear  Lake,  Clarksburg,  Batavia 
Colden,  Gainesville,  and  Barcelona. 

Largest  flecks  2000  at  Clarksburg,  March  16 
(Burt  Wright),  and  4000-5000  at  Gainesville, 

(Mrs,  E.  Smith) 

February  87  species; 

March  15  new 

species,  total  102  species  fer  1:941  up  to  March  31 

WINTER  FOOD 

HABITS  OF  BIRDS. 

The  bareness  of  winter  dcor-yards,  fields,  and  woods  removes  thepro tec  ting 
screens  from  birds  and  exposes  tc  view  their  otherwise  hidden  habits.  Feeding, 
the  only  important  function  cf  a  bird’s  life  at  this  season,  becOrujS  an  open  page. 

Each  snow-covered  meadow  with  some  weeds  showing,  each  bare  ploughed  field,  th 
uncovered  ground  along  highways,  city  dumps,  and  open  water  of  our  lakes  and  rivers 
all  offer  a  larder  to  different  birds. 

One  winter  several  years  ago,  a  large  fleck  of  snow  buntings  chose  as  a  feeding 
place  the  intersection  of  two  main  highways,  where  grit  had  been  spread 
for  anti-skid  purposes.  They  rose  frequently  to  permit  the  passage  cf  traffic  and 
then  immediately  settled  back  again  in  the  same  place  without  alighting  elsewhere. 
Who  has  not  seen  the  numbers  of  larks  and  other  passerine  birds  along  the  exposed 
e  .rth  of  a  sunny  winter  highway? 

Birds  commonly  alight  on  plant  stalks  and  feed  from  these  rigid  or  semi-regid 
perches.  Others  -will  walk  flexible  reeds  to  the  ground  to  get  at  seeds 
beyo  nd  reach. 
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Some^even^are  more  ingenious,  as  a  snow  bunting  I  obsr^ed.  This  bird 
fluttered  upward  and  knocked  seeds  to  the  ground  from  a  low  twig  which  it 
could  otherwise  reach. 

Pheasants  make  beaten  paths  to  gather  food  from  weed  heads  projecting 
above  the  snow  and  also  glean  the  fields  for  grain  and  corn  left  unharvested 
by  the  farmer.  Crows  also  take  their  share  of  the  farmer’s  crop. 

Individual  crews  range  f~r  during  the  day  cleaning  the  highways,  and 
fields,  and  woods  cf  carrion  until  in  the  afternoon  when  they  converge 
with  their  fellows  before  entering  a  rcos  t  just  at  sundown. 

Gulls  frequent  the  public  dumps  for  the  household  wastes  deposited 
there,  but  ^lsc  supplement  this  diet  with  fresh  food  from  the  open 
water.  Here  they  harass  the  diving  ducks  and  rob  them  of  their  prey, 
sometimes  also^tc  lose  it  to  the  larger  members  cf  the  family. 

The  highly  specialized  crossbills  feed  in  the  evergreens,  and  are  not 
averse  tc  come  to  the  ground  for  gleanings  of  the  cones  dropped  from 
above . 

Woodpeckers  and  nuthatches  with  their  equipment  dig  the  food  from  the 
trees.  Woodpeckers  also  attack  the  g--*lls  of  weed  stalks,  as  the  golden- 
rod,  for  the  wintering  grubs. 

Chickadees  are  at  home  in  the  tree  tops,  on  the  trunks  and  among  the 
branches  and  search  the  underbrush  and  the  ground  for  food,  and  bdig 
somewhat  cf  an  epicureans  have  learned  the  sweetness  cf  the  sugar 
m-i  pie  sap.  They  drink  the  drops  from  the  tips  of  icicles,  formed  by 
sap  flowing  from  winter  pruned  twigs.  Fluttering  in  the  air,  much  as 
do  the  Humming  bird,  they  gather  the  sweet  juice. 

By  comp: risen,  lock  ever  the  fields  and  marshes  for  the  heavier  but 
net  ungainly  hawks.  B„th,  the  sparrow  and  rough-legged  hawks, 
hover  and  pounce,  in  their  attacks  on  the  luckless  rodents.  F^r  a 
novel  adventure,  try  squeaking  like  a  mouse  in  the  vicinity  cf 
hunting  owls,  short-e  red  especially. 

Rare  and  unexpected  birds  are  always  welcome  and  sought  for,  but  th  e 
unveiling  conditions  of  winter,  show  us  the  traits  of  cur  common 
friends  and  bridge  the  gap  in  birding  between  the  great  migratory  peaks 


NOTES 


Three  King  Eider  Ducks  have  been  in  the  harbor  ne-jr  the  railroad 
bridge  at  Charlotte  since  the  week  of  March  7th.  Other  bird  records 
from,  Rochester  coincide  with  the  observations  for  the  area  around  Buffalo. 

During  February,  the  birds  of  the  New  England  area  thinnd  out  during 
the  first  three  weeks  except  for  the  alcides  on  the  Massachusetts  shore, 
undiminished  numbers  of  waxwings  in  land  and  seme  individual  lingerers. 
During  the  last  week,  the  northward  movement  cf  boreal  finches  and  the 
arrival  of  1000  Canada  geese  at  Martha’s  Vineyard  marked  the  turn  of  the 
bird  movements  for  this  area. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE 


Miss  Heather  'Thorpe  cf  the  Museum  staff  has  offered  to  receiv^unusual 
and  interesting  records  and  will  gladly  give  out  this  information.  Call 
Grant  4100,  for  both  reporting  your  observations  and  for  requests  cf  the 
rare  birds  seen  in  the  field. 

At  this  time,  we  again  call  ycur  attention  to  the  proposed  action 
which  would  make  the  wood  duck  a  legal  game  bird.  Write  ycur  protests 
to  Secretary  Ickes  of  the  Department  cf  Interior  and  also  to  your 
Congressman . 
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_  MEETING  -  March  12th. 

Curator  Perkins  of  the  Buffalo  Zoo,  spoke  on  the  "Ornitho logical  Aspects 
of  the  Zoo”,  and  told  of  the  plans  to  incorporate  the  display  of  birds 
in  the  buildings  new  nearly  completed. 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Frank  G.  Smith  were  elected  associate  members. 

Dr.  Herndon  presented  the  plan  to  release  wild  ducks  on  Delaware  Park  Lake. 


MEETING  -  .March  36th. 


The  president  appointed  Al.  Wander,  Harold  D.  Mitchell  and  Dr.  Herndon 
as  a  committee  tc  care  for  the  details  of  securing  and  releasing  wing- 
clipped  'wild  Mallard  ducks  on  Delaware  Park  Lake. 

Mr.  Karpick  cf  the  Buffalo  Forestry  department  gave  a  list  of 
desirable  food  bearing  trees  and  shrubs  for  the  attraction  of  birds.  • 

Of  inter -st  was  his  statement  that  ducks  feed  cn  the  s«ais  and  fruits 
cf  our  common  forest  trees  and  shrubs. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Lewis  of  Washington,  D.  C.  were  elected  correspond¬ 
ing  members. 

_  'Tuture  events' 

MEETINGS:  April  23  -  Wednesday  8:00  P.M.  Humboldt  Room  cf  the  Buffalo 

Museum  cf  Science. 

"THE  BONAPARTE’S  GULL" 

-Clark  S.  Beardslee. 

May  14  -  Wednesday  8:00  P.M.  Plan  Spring  Warbler  Caisus 

Edward  C.  Ulrich. 

TRIPS:  April  30  -  Sunday  Hamilton,  Ontario  -  Me6t  at  Peace  Bridge 

7:30  A.M.  -  For  information  call 
W,  Brcckner  -  Li-5604 

May  3-4  PYMA TUNING  AREA  -  Week-end  trip 

For  information  Call:  H.  D,  Mitchell 

UN-8532 

May  18  -  Sunday  -  Spring  Warbler  Census  -  Leader:  Ed  G. Ulrich 

-  Saturday  morning  bird  trips  in  Delaware  Park 

begin  on  April  19th.  Meet  at 
Windsor  Gate  at  6:00  A.M. 
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THE  MONTH 


April  was  the  exact  opposite  of  March,  being  5*4  degrees  daily  above 
normal.  Between  the  3r*d  and  the  20th,  the  aver  a  e  temperature  -was 
continuously  above  the  average,  reaching  75  degrees  on  the  19th.  This 
unseasonable  warmth  resulted  in  a  wave  of  migrants,  with  many  unusually 
early  records.  The  precipitation  was  one  inch  below  normal,  three 
quarters  of  this  total  fell  on  the  fifth.  There  was  only  a  trace 
of  snow  during  the  entire  month.  The  outstanding  record  was  the  first 
spring  report  in  over  forty  years  of  Golden  Plover.  In  the  two 
occurrences  reported,  the  birds  were  found  in  flocks  of  Sectoral  Sand¬ 
pipers.  Toward  the  end  of  the  warm  wave,  both  Black  and  ’*7hite  '"'arbler 
and  Yellow  "ra^bler  occurred  8  days  ahead  of  any  previous  early  date 
recorded  here.  High  winds  46  mi.  per  hr.  on  the  15th,  50  mi.  per  hr. 
on  the  20th,  46  mi.  per  hr.  on  the  21st. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Common  Lc’.n  April  16 

(F) 

1 

Lime  Lake  (Klepfers) 

"  28 

2 

Grand  I  s  1  and  ( 'r' r ight ) 

Holboell’s  Grebe 

”  7 

(F) 

1 

Niagara  River  (Schwenger,  Dutt- 

weiler,  Bcwen) 

Horned  Grebe 

"  74 

(F) 

86 

0  0  ("*eave  ,  D.  Kelly) 

Green  Heron  - 

"  27 

(F) 

1 

Horseshoe  Lake  (-ixley) 

Black-cr.  Nigh  Heron 

"  9 

22 

River  Road  (Doyle,  Murphy) 

Green  Heron  - 

"  27 

1 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

Am.  Bittern 

"  9 

(F) 

1 

Batavia  (Pixley) 

,,rhistling  Swan 

"  20 

(L) 

Lake  Leroy  (Pixley) 

Ruddy  Duck 

"  22 

(F) 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.  (-rright) 

Turkey  Vb.lture 

”  4 

(F) 

1 

Transit  &  Clinton  OrTild) 

Rgh-legged  Hawk 

"  19 

(L) 

1 

Grand  Island  (Thorpe  et  a.1 ,. bright) 

Osprey 

"  19 

(F) 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  (Verrill) 

Virginia  Rail 

"  26 

(F) 

1 

Sinking  Ponds  (James) 

Sora 

”  16 

(F) 

1 

Caught  in  yard,  Nia. Falls  (Rogerso 

"  26 

Sinking  Ponds  (James) 

Florida  G^llinule 

"  26 

(F) 

Horseshoe  Lake  (Pixley) 

Purple  C-atv&p 3  per* 

"  15 

(L) 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (,,Tright) 

! 


Golden  Plover 

Aoril 

13 

(F) 

n 

14,15 

Woodcock 

it 

4 

(F) 

Upland  Pl.ver 

14 

(F) 

Spotted  Sandoiper 

it 

6 

(F) 

it 

19 

Solitary  Sandoiper 

tt 

16 

(F) 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

tt 

13 

(F) 

Common  Tern 

tt 

21 

(F) 

Casoian  Tern 

tt 

30 

(F) 

Barred  Owl 

JM 

26, 

27 

Shrt-eared  Owl 

II 

19 

whip-poor-will 

tt 

19 

(F) 

Belted  Kingfisher 

March  7 

Pileated  7f7ocdoeckcr  Aoril 

14 

it 

20 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckor 

12 

(F) 

Phoebe 

April 

3 

(F) 

it 

11 

Least  Flycatchers 

tt 

30 

(F) 

Tree  Swallows 

tt 

4 

(F) 

Bank  Swallow 

tt 

26 

(F) 

Rough- w.  Swallow 

ti 

15 

(F) 

Barn  Swallow 

tt 

25 

(F) 

Cliff  Swallow 

ii 

28 

(F) 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

t! 

10 

tt 

27 

House  Wren 

It 

26 

(F) 

Brov/n  Thrasher 

tt 

20 

(F) 

Hermit  Thrush 

tt 

10 

(v) 

Blue-gray  Gnat  catcher" 

27 

(~) 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

tl 

13 

(F) 

31ue-hd.  Vireo 

tt 

30 

(F) 

Black  &  white  Garble r  " 

19 

(F) 

Nashville  warbler 

tt 

30 

(F) 

Yellow  "arbler 

tt 

20 

(F) 

tt 

25 

Cape  May  Warbler 

It 

30 

(F) 

Myrtle  "’arbler 

It 

15 

(F) 

Black-thr.  Green  W 

arbler 

29 

(F) 

W.  Palm.  Warbler 

April 

29 

(F) 

No.  Water- thrush 

u 

25 

(F) 

tt 

26 

La.  "ater-thrush 

tt 

19 

(F) 

Bobolink 

tt 

27 

(F) 

Evening  Grosbeak 

tt 

20 

(F) 

Purole  Finch 

it 

4 

Hoary  Redpoll 

March 

7 

Pine  Siskin 

April 

11 

it 

22 

Red  Crossbill 

tt 

23 

White-w. Crossbill 

tt 

7 

1 

tt 

11 

(L) 

Red-eyed  Towhee 

tt 

16 

(F) 

2  G-rand  Island  (Kleofers) 

1  0  0  (T*  ’”eaver ,  D.  Kelley) 

Irving  (Bourne) 

1  Parker  Ave.  (Beardslee) 

1  Stream  near  Sweet  Rd.  E.  Aurora 

("7ild) 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  (Verrill) 

1  00  (T*  Beaver,  D.  Kelley) 

100  Grand  Island  (Kleofers) 

2  Niagara  River  (Beardslee) 

1  Goat  Island  (Bourne 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

1  Grand  Island  (Thorpe  et  al) 

1  Do  lav:  a  e  Park  (Mitchell  ct  al) 

1  Goat  Island  (Roger son) 

1  Niagara  Falls  (Rogorson) 

1  Zoar  Valley  (’"ild) 

1  Delaware  "ark  (Mitchell) 

1  Point  Abino  (Jameson) 

Building  N,  Holland 
no  eggs  27th,  5E  May  3  (Verrill) 
1  Gainesville  (Mrs.  E.  V.  Smith) 

3  Brocton  (Bourne) 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

1  Burnt  Shin  Creek  (Byron) 

0  0  (Pixley) 

Hamburg  ( B*  urne ) 

1  Delaware  Pk  (Beardslee) 

1  18  mi.  Creek  (Kleofer  et  al) 
Horse  show  Lake  (Pixley) 

East  Aurora  (”’ild) 

2  Clarence  Sinks  (Klafer  et  al ) 

1  ^anakah  ( "right) 

1  18  mi. -Creek  (Kleofer  et  al) 

Horseshoe  Lake  (Pixley) 

1  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  (Verrill) 

1  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

200  (Meade) 

0  0  (Pixley) 

1  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

1  Buckhorn  Island  (Byron) 

3  East  Aurora  (T"ild) 

1  Delaware  Park  (Eames) 

0  0  (Pixley) 

1  Gainesville  (Mrs.  E.  V.  Smith) 
Chestnut  Ridge  (Verrill) 

1  Elma  (Mrs.  Eschelmann) 

2  Cattaraugus  (Miss  Macklin) 

East  Aurora  (’’’ild) 

1  Pt.  Abino,  Ont .  (Burt  bright)# 
30  Angola  (Wright) 

2  Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

8  Delaware  Park  near  Zoo  (Mrs.F.G. 
2  Pt .  Abino  (Eames) 

8  Angola  ( "’right ) 

1  W&nakah  (Wright) 


Smit 


*0n  March  2,  at  Pt.  Abino,  Ont.  in  a  flock  of  200  Redoolls,  Doyle  and 
Murphy  noted  11  white  individuals  which  may  have  been  this  species. 


Savannah  Sparrow 

Aoril 

.  8 

(E) 

Orchard  Park  (Winship) 

Grasshooper  Sparrow 

H 

19 

(E) 

Horseshoe  Lake  (Pixley) 

Henslcw’s  Sparrow 

11 

19 

(E) 

Amherst  (Beardslee) 

Tree  Sparrow 

tt 

26 

(L) 

4 

Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell  et  al) 

Chipping  Sparrow 

It 

13 

(F) 

Buffalo  (Anne  Smith,  reo.  Thorpe) 

"  (Donald  '"iesrnet ,  ren.  "  ) 

tt 

14 

3 

East  Aurora  (Wild) 

Gainesville  (Mrs.  E.  V.  Smith) 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

tt 

30 

(F) 

1 

Hamburg  (Bourne) 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

It 

20 

(E) 

Batavia  (Pixley) 

Buff  alv  (Thorpe) 

Kenmore  (Beardslee) 

Swamp  Sparrow 

tt 

13 

(F) 

Orchard  Park  (Winship) 

Horseshoe  Lake  (Pixley) 

Lapland  Long spur 

It 

15 

(L) 

50 

Grand  Island  (Murphy) 

Snow  Bunting 

It 

10 

(L) 

45 

Grand  Island  (Murphy) 

57  species  added  to 

year 1 

a 

u 

list 

during  April,  making  a  total  of  159 

for  the  year  to  April  30th. 

SPRING  DUCK  CENSUS 

April  6,  1941  -  Cloudy  iy.  early  morning  clearing  and  warm  later,  light 

east  wind.  -  Followed  co'l  and  rainy  weather  during 
oreceding  week  -  Ter  it-or  r  covered  and  observers  follow: 

A  -  Bu  falo  Harbor  and  Canadian  Shore  -  Niagara  River  to  Goat  Island, 

James  Savage, 

B  -  American  side  Niagara  R.  to  Falls  &  Bond  Lake  -  Mrs.  C.  S.  Madison 

Mrs.  Connie  Kogel,  M.  Elizabeth  Lamy,  Ada  Stanley,  Mildred 
Baker,  Mrs.  H,  H.  Hickman 

C  -  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie,  Peach  Bridge  to  Dt .  .  Colborne  - 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tom  Kelley 

D  -  Candian  Shore  Lake  Erie,  Pt.  Colborne  to  ?t .  Maitland-  R.  M,  Verrill 

A.  D.  Bander,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Chas .  Epes. 

E  -  "  Shore,  Lake  Ontario  &  Lowever  Niagara  R.  -  T,T.  M.  Rogerson, 

G.  M.  Tuttle 

F  -  Lake  Ontario  Shore  Ft.  Niagara  to  Lvndonville  -  C.  A.  Somerside, 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  G.  M.  Kratzer,  Mrs.  G.  M.  Reynolds. 

G  -  Lake  Ontario  Shore,  Lyndonville  to  Rochester  -  Mr.  &  Mrs . E. C .Ulrich 
H  -  Monroe  Co.  w.  of  Genesee  River  -  Dr.  Gordon  M.  Meade 
J  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  -  along  Creek  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  E.  Eckler) 

K  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  -  other  areas  -  Francis  Tilley,  Chandler,  Doyle, 

Kelley,  Murnhy,  and  oarty 

L  -  Clarence  &  Newstead  Sinks  to  0  0  -  H .  D*  Mitchell,  Cornie  Moore, 

Al.  Burgstahler,  Everett  Jameson,  Jr* 

M  -  Delaware  Park  -  Forest  Lawn*  Line- In  Pk.  to  Akron  &  0  0  - 

Bertha  Schwenger*  3*  Bowen,  D»  Duttwciler,  Marie  ’vendling 
0  -  Batavia,  Leroy,  Corful  &  Vicinity  -  Mrs.  0.  L.  Pixley 
P  -  Cattaraugus  &■  Wyoming  Co.  to  Let chworth  ^k  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  A. 

Creighton,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  B.  w.  ’ inship 
Q,  -  So.  Buffalo  to  Dunkirk  -  Dr.  Leo  Herndon,  David  Dean 
R  -  Grand  Island  -  Northern  Part  -  C.  S .  Boardslee 
S  -  "  "  --  Southern  Part  -  ,?'ard  Klcpfor,  Mrs.  Ada  Diaz, 

Viola  Argy,  Shirley  T raver ,  Wilma  Riehle, Clara  Hill 
T  -  Emery  Park  &  vicinity  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Roger  Cobb 

U  -  Northern  &  western  Chautauqua  Co.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  ’"inston  Brockner, 

Heather  Thorpe,  Kathryn  &  Eugenia  Praemassing 
V  -  Souther  Chautauqua  Co.  to  Stillson’ s  Pond,  Randoloh  -  C.M.'Beal, 

Vagn  Flyger,  Annabel lo  Hiller,  Teressa  Schuber 
W  -  Lancaster  &  vicinity  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Oliver  Swift  3 

X  -  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  -  R.  Byron,  T.  ",Teavcr  and  party 
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In  the  following  list,  letters  refer  to  oarties  observing  the  species. 

Red-throated  Loon  3  ( H )  ,  Pied-b.  G-rebe  3  (B,G,L),  Great  Blue  Heron  60, 
Black-cr.  Night  Heron  2  (K,M) ,  Fhistling  Swan  8  ( J,L,R) ,  Mute  Swan  3(U)  . 
Canada  Goose  5528,  Common  Mallard  93 ,  Red-1.  &  Common  Black  Duck  627, 
Baldpate  2 66,  Pintail  5846,  Green-w.  Teal  19,  Blue-w,  Teal  12, 

Shoveller  2  (H)  ,  Wood  Duck  4  (J,R) ,  Redhead  30,  Ring-necked  Duck  292, 
Canvas-back  128,  Greater  &  Lesser  Scaup  Ducks  3446,  Amer.  Golden-eye 
1572,  Buffle-head  90,  Old-squaw  195,  King  Eider  3  ( G ) ,  Hooded  Merganser 
60,  Amer.  Merganser  1012,  Red-br.  Merganser  221,  Turkey  Vulture  13, 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk  10,  Cooper’s  Hawk  5  (G,K,0) ,  Red-tailed  Hawk  24, 
Red-shouldered  Hawk  23  &  2  nests  (K,U) ,  Broad-winged  Hawk  3  (G,L) , 
Rough-legged  Hawk  2  (G,R) ,  Marsh  Hawk  68,  Duck  Hawk  2  (E,K) ,  Sparrow 
Hawk  37,  Ruffed  Grouse  1  (K) ,  Ring-n.  Pheasant  108,  Coot  4  (G,H) , 
Killdeer  125,  Wilson's  Snipe  1  (C),  Greater  Yellow-legs  1  (V) , 

Glaucous  Gull  1  (K),  Gt.  Black-backed  Gull  8,  Herring  Gull  3294, 
Ring-billed  Gull  2299,  Bonaparte’s  Gull  149,  Mourning  Dove  94,  Great 
Horned  Owl  2  (K,R),  and  nest  ( R) ,  Barred  Owl  1  (X) ,  Belted  Kingfisher  7, 
Flicker  12,  Red-bellied  ,,roodpecker  1  (0)  ,  Hairy  Woodpecker  5,  Downy 
Woodpecker  45,  Phoebe  24,  Prairie  Horned  Lark  118,  Tree  Swallow  9 
(D,J,U),  Purple  Martin  4  (K,Q)  Blue  Jay  2  (R) ,  Crow  2375,  Chickadee  63, 
Tufted  Titmouse  3  (U) ,  White-br.  Nuthatch  22,  Red-br.  Nuthatch  2  ( C ) , 
Brown  Creeper  4  (C,K,Q),  Robin  2283,  Bluebird  128,  Golden-cr.  Kinglet 
62  (50  by  C) ,  Cedar  Faxwing  10  (E,P) ,  Migrant  Shrike  7  (G,U) ,  Starling 
6359,  English  Sparrow  1428  (l  Albino,  (F) ,  Meadowlark  255,  Redwing  3108, 
Rusty  Blackbird  12  (H,  J),  Bronzed  Grackle  515,  Cowbird  334,  Cardinal 
3  (C,0,U),  Goldfinch  15  (G,R,Q , W,V ,X) ,  White-winged  Crossbill  32  (D), 
Vesper  Sparrow  9  (G,H,P,R),  Junco  280,  Tree  Sparrow  102,  Field  Sparrow 
1  (X) ,  Fox  Sparrow  8  (D,0,X),  Song  Sparrow  1721,  Snow  Bunting  200  (P) . 

Total  90  species,  approximately  45,450  individuals. 

The  frozen  condition  of  the  inland  lakes  was  a  condition  seldom  en¬ 
countered  at  this  time  of  year,  and  the  waterfowl  observed  at  many 
inland  points  were  confined  to  the  streams  and  some  of  the  flooded 
meadows.  However,  there  was  a  concentration  of  Canada  Geese  at  Oak 
Orchard  Swamp  and  at  several  points,  such  as  Shadigee,  near  Lake 
Ontario.  Pintails  were  also  observed  in  large  numbers,  particularly 
at  Oak  Orchard  Swamp.  Otherwise,  the  numbers  of  waterfowl  v;ere  in 
general  below  normal.  No  Gadwalls  nor  Ruddy  Ducks  were  reported  and 
Redhead  and  Canvas-backs  were  considerably  below  normal  in  numbers. 

Lawks  were  noticed  in  migration,  many  in  the  interior  moving  toward  the 
north-west  with  the  wind,  while  those  on  the  Lake  Ontario  shore  in 
•'  onroe  county  were  moving  eastward. 

The  lateness  of  the  season  was  attested  by  the  lack  of  records  of 
Amer.  Bittern,  Horned  Grebe,  ^oodcock.  Hermit  Thrush,  Savannah  and 
Swamp  Sparrows ,  examples  of  birds  usually  recorded  at  this  season. 
Red-throated  Loon,  King  Eider,  Duck  Hawk  and  Fhite- winged  Crossbill 
were  records  of  birds  seldom  recorded  on  the  April  census. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  those  who  took  part  in  the  census  for  covering 
their  territorial  assignments  so  thoroughly  and  so  conscientiously. 

Harold  D.  Mitchell 

Several  of  our  members  jointed  on  a  field  trips  with  Canadian 
naturalists  at  Hamilton  on  April  20th.  A  total  of  75  species  were 
recorded  including:  3  Loon,  1  Holboell’s  Grebe,  20  Horned  Grebe, 

1  Pied-billed  Grebe,  2  Gadwall,  28  Shoveller  (a  very  large  number  for 
this  region),  6  ^hite- winged  Scoters,  sharp- shinned ,  Cooper's  and  Broad¬ 
winged  Hawks,  4  European  Partridge,  1  Sora  Rail  (picked  up  dead  on  bead 
1  Florida  Gallinule  2  Upland  Plover,  Greater  &  Lesser  Yellow-legs, 

1  Black-b.  Gull,  1  Forster's,  20  Com.  &  1  Caspian  Tern,  1  Chimney  Swift 
(very  early),  15  Tree,  3  Bank  &  3  Barn  Swallows,  1  Winter  "Tren,  + 
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1  Brown  Thrasher >  Yellow  Warbler  (heard  by  G-eo.  North) 

and  Grasshopper  Sparrow. 

Mr.  Bailie  of  The  Toronto  Museum  suggested  that  the  trip  be  made  an 
annual  get-together  -  at  about  the  same  time  of  year. 

On  April  27th,  ’"ard  Kleofer  and  his  museum  class  observed  at 
Presque  Isle,  Pa.,  two  Ospreys  and  nest.  This  is  the  first  record  in 
years  for  a  nest  of  this  species. 


PORTRAIT  OF  A  ROGUE 


That  delicious  mischiefs,  crow, 

Shine  within  your  eyes? 

That  sly  plans  do  quick* ning  grow 
To  take  us  by  surprise? 

It  is  not  just  the  cold,  I  guess, 

That  makes  those  orbs  so  bright, 

For  well  I've  learned  such  happiness 
Means  roguery  at  its  height. 

And  yet  sometimes,  to  look  at  you, 

,?rith  humbly  bent  black  head, 

One  would  swear  such  virtue  grew 
But  in  the  pious  dead. 

R.  E.  S. 


NOT  E_S 

Encouraged  by  the  success  of  the  Park  Department  at  Hyde  Park,  Niagara 
Falls  with  wild  ducks,  our  organization,  sought  means  of  doing  the 
same  ting  on  Delaware  Park  Lake.  A  Committee  composed  of  A.  D.  ’"ander, 
H.  D.  Mitchell  and  Dr.  Lee  Herndon  worked  out  the  details,  where -by 
we  secured  five  drake  and  twenty  duck  Mallards  from  the  stock  at 
Niagara  Falls.  Cooperating  on  this  venture  are  the  Buffalo  Audubon 
Society,  the  Conservation  Forum  and  the  Buffalo  Chapter  of  the  Isaac 
Walton  League. 

These  birds  were  liberated  on  April  5th,  on  two  islands  on  the  south 
side  of  the  lake.  They  soon  adapted  themselves,  and  made  use  of  the 
cattail  rushes  placed  for  nesting  material.  On  April  30th,  two  nests 
were  found,  one  with  11  eggs  and  anotner  refused  to  leave  a  nest. 

On  May  10th,  conditions  indicate  that  most  of  the  ducks  are  nesting. 

Mr*  Teinheimer,  superintendent  of  Delaware  Park  has  attended  to  the 
feeding  and  cooperated  fully  with  the  committee.  The  ducks  feed  »n 
grain  supplied  by  the  Isaac  vralton  League  and  also  on  natural  food  from 
the  lake  bottom. 

The  following  birds  were  observed  during  the  month  of  April  on  the 
lake,  a  number  of  them  possibly  attracted  by  the  released  Mallards.1 
American  Merganser,  Red-br,  Hooded  Merganser,  Black  Duck,  Mallard  (wild] 
1  Baldpate,  2  Pintail,  Bl.-w.  Teal,  Gr.-w.  Teal,  1  ,,;rood  Duck,  (male) 

1  Ring-necked  Duck  (male),  Lesser  Scaup,  Golden-eye,  Buf flehead , (male) , 
Old  Squaw 

At  this  time,  we  express  appreciation  ahd  thanks  to  those  whose 
interest  and  cooperation  made  possible  the  securing  and  placing  of 
these  birds,  especially  Mr.  Ben  Kime  of  Hyde  ^ark  and  Mr.  ’"einheimer 
of  Del aware  Park. 
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Of  interest  are  these  extracts  from  the  March  Buletin  of  New  England 
Bird  Life:  Hoyt's  Horned  Lark,  Bitka  Crossbill,  a  large  concentra¬ 

tion  of  King  Eiders,  the  occurrence  of  Atlantic  Murres,  Hoary  and 
G-reater  Redoolls  and  very  early  records  of  King  Rails  and  vultures. 

Reports  come  from  Rochester  of  Northern  finches  in  Into-  March  and 
early  April.  During  the  week  of  April  4th,  six  species  of  hawks  were 
reported;  week  of  April  11th,  Red-throated  Loon;  week  of  18th* 

European  Widgeon,  The  week  of  April  25th  brought  the  first  records  of 
the  Warblers  and  Vireos,  an  Indigo  Bunt ingj and  a  Bachmann's  Sparrow 
at  Mcndon  Pond  Park. 


FUTURE  EVENTS 


Meetings; 

May  14  -  Wednesday  -  8:00  P,  M*  Humboldt  Room  of  the 

Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
Plan  Spring  Warbler  Census 
Edward  C.  Ulrich 

May  28  -  Wednesday  -  8:00  P.  M.  Humboldt  Room  of  the 

Bu: falo  Museum  of  Science 
Talk  by:  Mrs.  Allan  Lyford, 
Reminiscences  of  my  father, 

Edward  Howe  Forbusch. 


June  11  -  Wednesday 

TRIPS: 

June  1  -  Sunday 


8:00  P.  M.  Humboldt  Room  of  the 

Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 

7:30  A.  M.  Busti  Entrance  to  the 

Peace  Bridge,  meeting 
place  for  start  of  Canadian  Shore 
trip  for  soring  shore  birds. 


May  18  -  Sunday 


SPRING  WARBLER  CENSUS 
Leader:  E.  C.  Ulrich 

193  LaSalle  Avenue 
PA-8896 


Saturday  Bird  Walks  in  Delaware  Park 

Meet  at  Windsor  Gate 
At  6:00  A.  M. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BU"~AL0  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Honorary  Presi 
President 
Vice-president 
Treasurer 
Recording  Seer 
Corresponding 
Statisticians : 
Editor 

Ass' t  Editor  - 
Treasurer 
Business  Manag 


dent 


J  amc  s 


xJ 

Edward 
Dr.  Lee 
Mrs.  R» 
Miss  He 
Mrs.  He 
Harold  D.  Mit 
Edward  C.  Ulri 
T'Tard  Kleofcr, 
Mrs.  R.D.  Madi 
er  -  Alfred  D. 
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Club,  Buffalo  NY 
Buffalo,  N.\ 
Snyder,  N.Y. 
, Snyder,  N.Y. 
, Buffalo, N.Y. 


avago,  Buffalo 
C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Ave . , 
Herndon,  62  T”alton  Drive, 

D.  Madi son, 218  Brant wood  Rd. 
ather  Thoroe ,  229  Virgil  Ave. 
rbert  Hickman, 797  Bird  Ave., 
chell  and  Clark  S.  Beardsloe 
ch,  193  LaSalle  Ave.,  Buffalo, 

30  E.  Morris, Ave.,  Buffalo, 
son  218  Rrantwood  Rd.,  Snyder, 

’vander,  175  Saranac  Ave.,  Buffalo, 


Buffalo, N.Y. 


v 


N. 

N.  Y. 
N.  Y. 
N.  Y. 


SUBSCRIPTION  RATE:  75^  made  payable  to 


Mrs 


R.  D.  Madison,  treasurer. 
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Published  monthly  oy  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  \.:v- 

BUFFALO  NEW  YORK 


THE  MONTH 


The  stcry  cf  May,  1941  would  net  be  complete  without  a  review  cf  April’s 
weather,  which  affected  the  May  migration  in  many  ways.  The  abnormally  warm  days 
of  Aoril  1-20  gave  vegetation  such  a  "head  start"  that  by  the  time  the  Warbler 
Season  was  at  it;;  height  the  foliage  presented  a  real  handicap.  It  is  interesting 
tc  analyse  the  effect  of  that  early  warm  spell  on  the  migrants,  some  of  which, 
like  the  Black  and  White,  Yellow  and  Canada  Warblers,  Sera,  Whip-poor-will,  and 
Spctted  Sandpiper,  were  extremely  early,  while  others  were  entirely  normal  in 
their  arrival.  Since  May  itself  had  a  mean  temperature  which  was  exactly  normal, 
and  was  entirely  lacking  in  warm  days,  cold  days,  and  high  winds,  any  variations 
from  norma  1  which  occurred  in  migration  dates  should  be  expected  to  be  confined 
to  species  which  were  well  on  their  way  northward  during  the  warm  spell,  and 
whose  migration  was  thereby  accelerated.  This  seems  to  be  true  in  nearly  all 
cases,  mest  cf  the  early  records  coming  from  species  which  normally  arrive  here 
about  May  first.  The  departure  :f  the  river  ducks  and  the  early  land  birds  like 
the  jinecs  and  kinglets  was  also  noticeably  affected  by  the  early  spring.  An 
excellent  shcrebird  migration  was  noted  late  in  the  month  along  the  northern 
shore  cf  Lake  Erie,  -and  here  again  the  effect  of  April  was  felt,  for  the  lack  of 
rain  during  that  month  left  no  flooded  fields,  and  the  shore  birds  found  little 
except  the  lake  shores  tc  attract  them. 

■ _ i 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Least  Bittern  May  31  1 

White-w,  Scoter  April  19  1 

Osprey  May  4  1 

"  17  1 

K^ng  Rail  "  6  (F)  1 

Semi-palmated  Plover  "  2  5-4 F) 

May  6  1 

Black-bellied  Plover"  27  2 

"  28 

Ruddy  Turnstone  "  24  1 

"  25  1 

"  26  8 

"  26  40 

«  27  20 

"  30  24 

"  31  1 


Gainesville  Mrs.  E.  V,  Smith) 
Buckhcrn  Is.  (Wright) 

Lake  LeRcy  (Pixley) 

Delaware  Park  Lake  (Brockners) 

0.  0.  (Beardslee) 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

Fort  Erie,  Ont.  (Eames) 

S.  end  of  Grand  Island  (Mitchell) 
Grand  I s land  ( Sav  age ) 

Rose’s  Point  -Ontario  (Brockner) 
Irving,  N.  Y.  (Weaver) 

Fort  Erie,  Ont  .(Beardslee  &  Mitchell) 
S.  end  of  Grand  Island  (Savage) 

S.  end  cf  Grand  Island  (Mitchell) 

Pt,  Abino,  Ont.  (Byron  &  Weaver) 
Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 


Wc  odec  ck 


Hudson! an  Curlew 


May  23  7 

7 
6 


"  24 

29 

"  24 

16 

”  28 

2 

”  28 

34 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

”  28 

Lesser  Yellow-legs 

"  8 

(F)  2 

Knc  te 

"  23 
26 

(F)  1 

Least  Sandpiper 

”  14 

1 

”  24 

10 

Red-backed  Sandpiper 

"  17 

”  20 

(F)  2 

*»  23 

28 

Do  witcher 

”  20 

(F) 

Semi -p  alma  ted  Sandpiper 

”  14 

Sander  ling 

”  26 

2 

”  26 

8 

Gt.  Black-b,  Gull 

«'  24 

1 

Forster's  Tern 

”  14 

1 

Caspian  Tern 

”  4 

1 

»  20 

3 

Black  Tern  April  27 

(F) 

May  4 

1 

”  5 

1 

"  6 

2 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoc 

”  6 

(F)  1 

Black-billed  Cuckoc 

”  7 

(F)  1 

Short- eared  Owl 

”  17 

1. 

Nig  hthawk 

”  16 

(F)  1 

Chimney  Swift 

”  3 

(F)  1 

Pileeted  Woodpecker 

”  24 

&  25 

'«  25 

1 

Kingbird 

”  3 

&  4  1 

Crested  Flycatcher 

"  6 

(F)  11 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher”  17 

(F)  1 

Alder  Flycatcher 

”  17 

(F)  1 

”  31 

1 

Wood  Pewee 

”  17 

(F)  1 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

«  21 

&  28  1 

”  24 

&  26  1 

”  31 

1 

Bank  Swallow  April  21 

Prairie  Marsh  Wren 

May  3 

(F)  1 

Catbird 

"  3 

(F)  1 

Wood  Thrush 

»  6 

(F)  1 

Olive -backed  Thrush 

'«  7 

1 

1 

Veery 

*»  6 

(F)  1 

1 

1 

1 

Ft 4  Erie  (Savage) 

Erie  Beach  (Savage) 

Pt.  Abino  (Savage) 

Ft.  Erie  (Savage  -  Brcckner) 

Hose  Pt*  (Brockner) 

Pt.  Abino  (Savage) 

Goat  Island  (Savage) 

0.0.  (Savage) 

Pt.  Maitland,  Ont.  (Eames) 

Rose  Pt,  (Savage) 

Beaver  Island  Park  (Savage) 

Ft.  Erie  (Savage) 

Erie  Beach,  Ont,  (Brockner) 

Ft,  Erie,  Ontario  (Weaver,  Doyle) 

Fuhrmann  Drive,  Buffalo  (Savage) 

Hose  Pt,  (Savage) 

Fuhrmann  Dr.  Buffalo  (Savage) 

Ft,  Erie,  Ont.  (Savage) 

Grand  Is.  Beaver  Park  (Savage) 

FT.  Erie,  Ont.  (Boardslee,  Mitchell) 
Rose's  Pt.  Ont.  (Brockner) 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  (Savage) 

Cedar  Bay,  Ont.  (Eames) 

Goat  Island  (Mitchell) 

Wickwire  Plant  (Tilley,  Chandler) 

0.  0.  (Savage) 

Goat  Island  (Mitchell) 

0.  0.  (Be^rdslee) 

Orchard  Park  (Winships) 

Delaware  Park  (Eames) 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  (Beardslee) 

Wanakah  ( Wright ) 

Wanekah  (Wright) 

1  Holland  (Sohwenger,  Bowen,  Duttweiler) 
Springville  (Brockners) 

0.0.  (Ecklers) 

Del aw  re  Park  (Hickman,  Mansfield,  Kelly) 
Delaware  Park  (Brcckner,  Mitchell) 

Tifft  St.  (Mitchell,  Almendinger) 

Angela  (Wright) 

Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

Holland  (James) 

Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell  et  al) 

Below  .re  Park  (Mitchell) 

Forest  Lawn  (Weaver) 

Niagara  River  (Savage) 

Tifft  St,  (Mitchell) 

Batavia  (Pixley) 

Orchard  Park  (Winships) 

Virgil  &  Taunton  (Thorpe) 

Delaware  Park  (Eames) 

Virgil  &  Taunton  (Thorpe) 

0,0.  (Beard si ee) 

Del^w-:  rQ  Park  (Hickman,  Mansfield,  Kelly) 
Gainesville  (Mrs,  E,  V.  Smith) 

Humboldt  Pk.  (Thorpe) 


2 


Yellow- thro 3 ted  Vireo  May  11  (F) 


Red.  eyed,  ^iroo 
Philadelphia  Vireo 
Warbling  Vir  eo 


n 

n 

n 

n 

n 


1  0.  0.  (Ecklers) 

1  Zoar  Valley  (Hedley,  Wiesnert,  rep.  Thcrpe) 
6  (F)  1  Dol-i*wf-«»r«  P^rk  ( Hiokm-an,Man*-fLfrl<i ,  Kelly) 

10  (F)  1  Delaware  Pakr  (Kiepfer  et  al) 

3  (F)  Cassadagu  (Beal) 

4  1  Horse  she©  Luke  (Pixley) 

5  1  Forest  Lawn  (James) 


Prothonctsry  Warbler 

it 

n  (f) 

1 

0.0.  (Ecklers) 

Golden- -winged  Warbler 

it 

10&11  (F) 

2  Forest  Lawn  (many  members) 

it 

17 

1 

Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell,  et  al) 

n 

22 

3 

0.0.  (Weaver,  Doyle) 

it 

30 

&  31 

0*0,  (Ecklers) 

Tennessee  Warbler 

n 

6 

(F) 

1 

Delaware  Pk,  (Hickman,  Manfiald,  Kelly) 

1 

Orchard  Park  (Winships) 

Orange*  c  rownea  W arbier 

it 

6 

(F) 

1 

Delaware  'Park  (Hickman,  Mansfield,  Kelly) 

Parula  Warbler 

it 

7 

(F) 

1 

V i  r  gl  1  3c  Taun  ten  { The  rp  3 ) 

n 

8 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (Beard  si  ee) 

Magnolia  Warbler 

n 

5 

(F) 

1 

Fo  • !  e  s  t  Lav-a  ( Jo me  s  ) 

Cape  May  Warbler 

ii 

3 

1 

Derby  (Mitchell  et  al) 

Biack-thr.  Blue  Warbler 

« 

3 

(F) 

1 

Derby  (Mitchell  et  al) 

*i 

4 

1 

0.0.  (Ecklers) 

Cerulean  Warbler 

ii 

6 

(F) 

1 

Delaware  Pk,  (Wendling, Hickman, Mansfield, 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

ii 

5 

(F) 

1 

Orchard  Park  (Winckips)  Kelly) 

it 

1 

Delaware  Pk.  (Hickman,  Mansfield,  Kelly) 

1 

Forest  Lawn  (Beardslee) 

1 

Humboldt  Park  (Thorpe) 

Che  st nut- sided  Warbler 

n 

6 

(F) 

1 

Delaware  Park  (Eames) 

1 

"  "  (Hickman,  Manfield , Kelly) 

Bay-breasted  V/ arbier 

n 

8 

(F) 

2 

Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

Pine  Warbler 

H 

2 

(F) 

1 

Forest  Lawn  (Mrs,  F%  Smith,  Rpardslee) 

n 

3 

1 

«’  «  (Kiepfer  et  al) 

Prairie  Warbler 

ii 

9 

(F) 

1 

Delaware  Park  (Beardslee,  Ensues) 

n 

10 

1 

Delaware  Park  (Mitchell  et  al) 

Yellow -Palm  Warbler 

April  29(F) 

1 

Delaware  Park  (Eames) 

Ovenbird 

May 

5 

(F) 

1 

Delaware  Park  (Hickman,  Mansfield,  Kelly) 

1 

Forest  Lawn  (Beardslee) 

La.  Water  Thrush 

ii 

6 

1 

Humboldt  Park  (  Thorpe) 

it 

10 

1 

Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell,  Almendinger) 

Corn.  Warbler 

ti 

21 

2 

Delaware  Park  (Mitchell,  Mansfield,  Eames) 

it 

24 

1 

Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell  et  al) 

Mourning  Warbler 

n 

17 

(F) 

1 

Tit’ft  St.  (Mitchell,  Almendinger) 

n 

20 

&  21 

1 

Del. aw-. -re  Park  ( Mitchell;  Eames) 

ii 

25 

1 

0,  u.  (Eckler?) 

it 

28 

1 

Fc rest  Lawn  1  Mi t  che 11) 

Nr  ,  Ye  How  Threat 

n 

4 

(F) 

1 

Orchard  Park  ( Winships) 

Heeded  Warbler 

ii 

13 

(F) 

1 

Gow-nd a  ( M 1.  to  he  1 1 ) 

Canada  Warbler  April 

30 

(F) 

1 

G-a i  ns  ev  1  lie  ( Mr c ,  E ,  V .  Smi  th) 

May 

8 

1 

Forest  lawn  (  ii  to  hell) 

Redstart 

it 

4 

(F) 

1 

0  0-.  ( Eckls.c  s ) 

Orchard  Oriole 

n 

13 

(F) 

1 

Far  ah  am  .M/s.  W,  Kiepfer) 

n 

14 

2 

Geine 3*71:16  (Mrs  Ee  V,  Smith) 

M 

26 

1 

Ft-  Erie,  Ontc  (Beardslee,  Mitchell) 

Baltimore  Oricle 

n 

3 

(F) 

1 

Ec r v-:e shoe  L ,  ' Pi xi a y .) 

Scarlet  Tsnager 

tr 

6 

(F) 

1 

Delaware  Pk,  (Hi. t  lcman.  Mansfield,  Kelly) 

ii 

9 

1 

Orange  Plumage  -  City  Ho  spit- 1  Gr  .Doyle,  Mi  tcM 

Rcse-br,  Grosbeak 

n 

6 

(F) 

1 

Do  x  aw  -re  TJ  k  c  ’  E  amo  s ) 

11 

Delaware  Pk.  ( Hi ckm&n,  Man  s field,  Kelly) 

Indigo  Bunting 

ii 

5 

(F) 

1 

Goat  I  s  1  and  ( Mi  ■*, c he  1 1 ) 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

ii 

17 

(F) 

3 

Tifft  St.  (Mitchell,  Almendinger) 

n 

21 

1 

Delaware  Park  (Eames,  Mitchell 

. 


. 

* 


<« 
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SPRING  CENSUS 


Our  12th  annual  Spring  Census  was  held  on  May  18th,  under  the  leadership  of 
President  Ulrich.  A  beautiful  day,  with  all  available  observers  in  the  field,  but 
totals  (174  species,  15,745  individuals)  were  somewhat  disappointing,  due  partly  to 
the  absence  of  late  stragglers  among  April  migrants,  particularly  the  water  birds, 
but  also  to  our  failure  tc  record  species  which  must  have  been  present,  several  of 
which  (e.g.,  Green-winged  Teal,  Upland  Plover,  and  Caspian  Tern)  had  been  well 
located  prior  to  the  census.  Notable  absentees  wer3  also  the  owls  and  Cedar 
Waxwing,  Prominent  among  the  birds  observed  were  the  Red  Crossbills,  found  at 
Port  Colbcrne  by  Mitchell  end  p-.,rty.  It  would  be  unlikely  that  this  species  would 
be  found  on  our  Spring  Census  mere  than  once  in  fifty  years. 


TERRITORIES  COVERED  And  LIST  Of  OBSERVERS. 


A  Canadian  Shore,  Port  Cclborne, to  Grand  River,  Niagara  River  (west  side) 

Mitchell, ( leader) ,  Moore,  Byron,  Weaver,  Doyle,  Murphy. 

B  Delaware  Park,  Forest  Lawn,  Lincoln  Park,  Pomeroy  Park,  Schwenger  (leader,) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Baetzel,  Wendling,  Eschelmann, 

C  Hamburg  and  vicinity  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Creighton,  Wins  hip 
D  Lake  Ontario  and  Medina  -  Somerside 

E  Niagara  River,  (east  side),  Bond  Lake,  Youngstown,  Wilson  -  Brcckner,( Leader) 

Mrs.  Brockner,  Thorpe,  E.  &  K,  Praem&ssing 
F  Oak  Orchard,  "Pilected  Woods”  and  outlying  districts  -  Verrill  (Leader), 

Wander,  Archbold,  Short 

G  Crystal,  Lime,  Rushfcrd,  and  Cuba  Likes  -  Tilley  and  scouts 
H  Willi amsville  -  Bcwen 

I  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  -  H,  &  R.  Eckler,  Hsrndcn  (leaders),  L.  Herndon,  Bowen, 

Mr,  &  Mrs.  Epes,  Beadle  &  party,  Meade  &  Hooker  (Rochester) 
Hr,  &  Mrsl  Harry  York,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Albert  W.  Fudg3  IIl(Elmira) 
Louise  Heifer  (Watkins  Glen),  Kir.  E,  T.  Emmons  and  family 
J  Canadian  Shore,  Ft,  Erie  tc  Pert  Colbcrne,  -  T,  &  M,  Kelly  /(Geneva) 

K  Grand  Island  -  E,  Ulrich  (leader),  Andreley 

L  Letchworth  Park  -  A.  Ulrich  (leader),  B.rewn 

M  Harbor,  Tifft  S.t,,  Ferestville,  Versailles,  Go  wand  a  -  Beardslee  (Leader), 

Med i sen,  Baker,  Stanley,  Lamy 
N  Batavia  and  vicinity  -  Pixley 
0  Dunkirk  to  Barcelona  -  Scheber 

P  Free  lance  tc  tifft  st,  Gowmda,  Oak  Orchard  -  Wright 
Q  Lake  Ontario  She  re  (Monroe  County)  Meade  (leader),  Dilger,  Klcnick, 

Siebert,  Merkel,  Eds.n,  Schaefer. 

Lccn  7,  (A,D,G),  Pied-billed  Grebe  7,  D'ole.  cr.  Cormorant  7  (A),  Gt,  Blue  Heron  234, 
Green  Heron  13,  B-cr.  Night  Keren  34,.  Am.  Bittern  21?  Least  Bittern  1,  (I), 

Mallard  23,  Com.  Black  Duck,  78)  Baldp- te  48  Pint:-il  15.  Blue-w,  Teal  68, 

Weed  Puck  3  (fjl),  Gtr,  Scaup  1  (M),  looser  So  cup  30  2 ;  Golden-eye  (Q).  Buffleheod 
6  ( A, Q) ,  Old  Squaw  27  (A)f.  Whito-w,  Sr  o tor  2  (N).  Am.  Merganser  12  (q),  Rei- 
br.  Merganser  94  (A, C. J,Q) ,  Turkey  Vulture  49.  Sharp  'Shinned  Hawk  11-  Cooper's 
Hawk  3  (D,I,P),  Red-tod  led' Hawk  12,  Red- ah »  Hawk.  U,  Broad --winged  Hawk  1  (Q), 

Marsh  Hawk  16,  Osprey  2  (E.  Q;  ?  Sparrow  Hawk  13.  Ruffed  Grouse  4  (C,L)  Pheasant  69 
Virginia  Rail  4,,  Sera  3>  F.la..  Gaiiinule  9,  Caot  3.  Semi-palmo  Plover  2  (A,J), 

Killdeer  63,  Black-b,  Plover  2  (a),  Ruddy  Turnstone  7  Woodcock  3  (C,K).  Wilson's 
Snipe  1  (P).  Spotted  Sandpiper  ]68,  Solitary  Sandpiper  1  (l),  Greater  Yellowlegs  7, 
Lesser  Yellowlegs  5,  Least  Sandpiper  18,  Red- Lacked  Sandpiper  22,  Gt.  Black-b, 

Gull  2  (K.Q),  Herring  Gull  1857,  Ring-billed  Gull  1071.  Bonaparte's  Gull  14, 

Common  Tern  980,  Black  Tern  24,  Mourning  Dcve  128,  Yellow-D.  Cuckoo  1  (F),  Black-B. 
Cuckoo  13,  Gt,  Horned  Owl  1  (Q)r  Whip-poor-will  1  (K),  Night  hawk  1  (F),  Chimney 
Swift  231,  Hummingbird  12,  Kingfisher  23,  Flicker  83.  Pileated  Wo  -dpecker  1  (F), 
Red-bellied  Woodpecker  3  (N,  q)r  Red-headed  Woodpecker  12.  Sapsucker  2  (I.L), 

Hairy  Woodpecker  5,  Downy  Woodpecker  6,  Kingbird  58,  Crested  Flycatcher  59,. 

Phoebe  45,  Acadia  4 


Phoebe  45,  Acadian  Flycatcher  2  (L,Q),  Alder  Flycatcher  4,  Least  Flycatcher  66, 

Wood  Pewee  22,  Olivers,  Flycatcher  1  (D) }  P,  Horned  Lark  23,  Tree  Swallow  54, 

Bank  Swallow  650,  Rgh.  -wt  Swallow  258 ,  Barn  Swallow  440,  Cliff  Swallow  50, 

Purple  Martin  171,  Bine  Jay  27,  Crew  269,  Chickadee  21  ?  White-br.  Nu thatch  11, 
Red-br-  Nuthatch  2  (E,M)  Brown  Creeper  1  (B)5  Winter  Wren  68  (Q),  House  Wren  68(o) 
P,  Marsh  Wren  25,  Short-b.  Wren  6  (F,  I)r  Catbird  139,  Brown  Thrasher  8,  Robin  657 
Weed  Thrush  58,  Remit  thrush  5  (I,  Ju)01ive-'o.  Thrush  15),  Gray-ch,  Thrush  3 
(BrP.Q)  Yeery  79,  Bluebird  82,  Ruby-cr.;  Kinglet  1  (M),  Migrant  Shrike  2  (P,Q), 
Starling  918.  Yellow~thr0  Vir3o  15,  Blue-hdc  Vireo  6,  Red-eyed  Virec  52,  Phila. 

Virec  6,  Warbling  Virec  12,  Black  &  White  Warbler  30,  Prcthonctary  Warbler  3  (I), 
Gclden-w.  Warbler  14,  Blue-w,  Warbler  1  (P),  Tennessee  Warbler  21,  Orange-cr. 

Warbler  2  (A,M),  Nashville  Warbler  18,  Parula  Warbler  37,  Yellow  Warbler  509, 
Magnolia  Warbler  128,  Cape  May  Warbler  22,  Black- thr.  Blue  Warbler  28,  Myrtle 
Warbler  37,  Black- thr 0  Green  Warbler  70,  Cerulean  Warbler  13,  Blackburnian 
Warbler  102,  Chest , -sided  Warbler  110,  Bay-br 0  Warbler  69,  Blackpoll  Warbler 
2  (A.B),  Pine  Warbler  2  (L),  Prairie  Warbler  2  (J,Q),  W.  Palm.  Warbler  15, 

Ovenbird  100,  Ncr.  Water-thrush  10,  La.  Water  thrush  7,  Mourning  Warbler  14, 

N.  Yellowthrcat  72,  Yal.-Br,-  Chat  1  (A),  Hooded  Warbler  13,  Wilson's  Warbier  8, 
Canada  Warbler  31,  Redstart  254,  English  Sparrow  316,  Bobolink  108,  Meadowlark  ill y 
Red-wing  686,  Orchard  Oriole  4  (A),  Baltimore  Oriole  255,  Rusty  Blackbird  6  ( Q) 
Bronzed  Grackle  251,  Ccwbird  262,  Scarlet  Tanager  32,  Cardinal  5  (L,M„PfQ),  Rosa- 
br,  Grosbeak  45,  Indigo  Bunging  35,  Purple  Finch  4  (F,  L.,  M) ,  Go  ldfinch  507, 

Red  Crossbill  8  (A)),  Tcwhee  32,  Savannah  Sparrow  27,  Grasshopper  Sparrow  11, 

Henslow' s  Sparrow  14,  Vesper  Sparrow  54,  Juncc  12  (L,  M),  Chipping  Sparrow  204, 

Field  Sparrow  24,  White-crc  Sparrow  66,  White- thr.  Sparrow  80,  Lincoln's  Sparrow  2 
(A,M),  Swamp  Sparrow  47,  Song  Sparrow  421. 

Clarence  Beal,  unable  tc  gc  cut  cn  the  18th,  was  in  the  field  the  following  day. 
His  list  (from  outlet  vf  Chautauqua  Lake  tc  Gcvse  Creek,  Mayville  Bay,  Hcgsback, 
Barcelona,  Findlay  Lake,  and  N;  rth  Clymer)  is  net  included  in  the  above  figures. 

His  list  included  4  Mute  Swan,  2  Surf  See  ter  (Findlay  Lake),  2  Tufted  Titmouse 
(Barcelona  dand  Jrm.es town),  3  Shcrt-b.  Marsh  Wren,  and  5  Cedar  Waxwing.  Spec  ies 
underlined  were  net  reported  on  cur  census 


PYMATUNINT  OUTING 


During  the  weekend  of  May  3rd  and  4th,  twenty- four  members  and  guests  of  the 
Buffalo  Audubon  and  Ornithological  Societies  journeyed  to  Linesville,  Pa,  to  join 
in  the  field  trips  and  meeting  cf  the  Pymatuning  group.  Despite  fairly  cool  weather 
many  migrants  were  seen,  and  conditions  were  good  for  bird  observation. 

Among  the  birds  seen  in  western  New  York,  on  the  third,  were  Green  Heron,  Wilson's 
Snipe,  Upland  Plover,  Tufted  Titmouse,  Prairie  Marsh  Wren,  Warbling,  Vireo,  Yellow, 
Cape  May  and  Black- thr*  Blue  Warblers,  Northern  Water  Thrush,  Purple  Finch,  At 
Presque  Isle,  we  observed  an  Osprey  on  her  nest,  Bald  Eagle,  3  Piping  Plover, 

Winter  Wren  and  Catbird.  At  Pymatuning  a  Red-backed  Sandpiper  was  seen  the  same 
day,  and  we  listened  to  Woodcock  and  Whip-pccr-will  that  evening,  George  Thorp 
and  Dale  Rudert ,  shewed  seme  excellent  slides,  including  several  taken  during  the 
A.  0.  U.  meeting  at  Boston. 

On  Sunday  the  group  divided  into  several  parties,  and  one  party  was  fortune- te 
enough  to  observe  a  Laurence's  Warbler,  ne- r  the  same  area  where  cne  was  collected 
a  year  cr  sc  earlier,  American  Egret,  Sh-  veller,  Weed  Duck,  Bald  Eagle,  Bob 
White,  Upland  Plover,  least  Sandpiper,  Crested  Flycatcher,  Cliff  Swallow  (Colony), 
Tufted  Titmouse,  Wood  Thrush,  Veer  y,  Yellow- throated ,  Blue-headed  -mid  Waroling 
Virec s,  Blue-winged,  Magnolia,  Black-thr,  Green,  Cerulean,  Blackburnian  Warblers, 
Ovenbird,  Yellowthrcat,  Redstart,  Be.  DO  link  Baltimore  Oriole,  Scarlet  Tanagar, 
Cardinal,  Indigc  Bunting,  Purple  Finch  and  Pina  Siskin  were  among  other  species 
recorded.  There  were  fewer  ducks  seen  than  in  other  recent  years. 

Bert  Oudette  said  that  the  main  water  fowl  migration  was  over  before  the  ice 
left  the  lake. 


'meeting  -  May  14 

Leader:  E,  Ulrich  planned  t ha” spr i n g  W r<r  bier  Census  and  assigned  leaders  te  their 
respective  territories, 

At  this  meeting,  Mr.  Mitchell  and  Mr.  Be&rdslee  advanced  Ray  Verrill  and  E.  Ulrich 
to  the  class  cf  fellow  in  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  with  an  appropriate 

ceremony..  _ -  .. 

MEETING  -  May  28 


Mrs.  A .  Lyford,  daughter  cf  Edward  Howe  Fcrbush,  presented  to  a  well  attended 
meeting  anecdotes  cf  her  father  in  the  form  of  letters,  personal  notebooks,  pictures 
and  readings  from  published  manuscripts.  We  were  familiar  with  Mr,  Forbush  through 
his  writings.  Our  members  are  greatly  appreciative  to  and  thank  Mrs.  Lyferd  for 
unfolding  before  us  the  life  habits  and  w_rks  cf  this  outstanding  modern  ornithologist. 


_  FUTURE  EVENTS 

MEETINGS: 

June  11  -  Wednesday,  8:00  P.M.  Humboldt  Room,  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  -of 

Science. 

"Bird  Calls’’  by  Ellsworth  Jaeger. 

June  25  -  Wednesday,  Picnic  Meeting  at  Sherkston  -  Take  read  to  the  left 

of  the  Quarry.  A  group  will  leave  the  Peace  Bridge 
at  6:00  P.M.  Other  can  follow  as  they  will. 


FIELD  TRIP: 

June  15  -  Sunday,  Nature  Sanctuary  Society  Farm  in  Zoar  Valley, 

Nesting  Census,  leave  city  hall  at  7:30  A.M. 

Enter  Zcar  Valley  frem  Gowanda  end.  Pesters  will 
be  placed. 


ANNUAL  MEETING: 

October  8,  1941  Dinner  at  Museum’s  Cafotaria  followed  by  a 

social  meeting.  Regular  meeting  beings  at  8:00  P.M. 
Ada  Stanley  and  Mrs.  Swift  in  charge  of  program. 


i _ ! 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 


THE  MONTH 


The  weather  during  June  showed  little  departure  from  normal  except  for  its  lack  of 
rain,  which  totaled  only  0.82  inches,  representing  the  lowest  precipitation  since 
June,  1919,  The  only  high  wind  was  one  of  56  m.p.h,  on  the  7th,  The  weather 
conditions  therefore  had  no  appreciable  effect  on  bird  life.  In  spite  of  this,  the 
r^c-vrds  given  below  include  several  of  great  interest.  The  significance  of  most  of 
tL.sso  is  obvious  to  any  bird  student,  but  the  case  of  the  Pino  Siskin  record  may  be 
1  as;i  well  known.  This  species  is  extremely  erratic  in  its  nesting,  sometimes  laying 
in  March  and  -April,  When  they  do  nest  early  (as  they  very  likely  did  this  year, 
sin  ;0  early  April  was  so  warm.)  they  arc  also  early  in  wandering  southward.  Langille, 
in  his  "Our  Birds  in  Their  Haunts",  says,  "It  is  sometimes  in  Western  New  York  already 
in  flecks  by  the  4th  of  July",  In  recent  years,,  we  have  had  no  reports  of  this  move¬ 
ment,  and  therefore  welcome  the  record  below. 


Common  Loon  . 

.  June 

1 

(L) 

1 

Horned  Grebe . 

w 

1 

(L) 

1 

tu.it©  Pelican . 

April 

19  (F) 

1 

Least  Bittern- . - 

tt 

27  If) 

1 

Pintail  . 

June 

1 

(L) 

2 

3 

G/een-w,  Teal . 

iu'dhead . 

it 

1 

(L) 

c 

lihng-neokod  Duck . 

.  May 

4 

(L) 

10 

i  »  c-  r>  +  ' *  *  .T>  • 

. 

. Jure? 

% 

4> 

.  <* 

8 

l 

n 

15 

2 

•liner 5  Merganser . 

« 

1 

(« 

2 

Rod  -br,  Merganser 

n 

1 

(L) 

18 

King  lull . 

n 

13 

-  22 

Sour*.  -palm at  ed  Plover  " 

1 

(L) 

4 

Rec'cy  Turnstone . 
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1 

(L) 

130 

n 

1 

(L) 

11 

Knot . 
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1 

(1) 

1 

. - . - . 

2 

hi..  - 3 1  S.-ndpiper  ■ 

it 

29 

(F) 

2 

3emip>lmated  Sandpiper  " 

1 

(L) 

42 

29 

(F) 

1 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Braddock’s  Bay  (Meade) 

Mohawk  Pt.  Ont.  (Brockner  et  al) 

See  note  below 
Wickwire  (Tilley,  Chandler) 

Mohawk  Pt,,  Ont,  (Brickncr,  et  al) 
Rockhcuse  Pt.,  Ont,  (  "  ) 

Present  throughout  month  at  Oak  Orchard 
Mohawk  Pt,,  Ont,  (Brockner  et  al) 

0.  0,  (Pixley) 

*  «  (Buckner  et  al) 

b  ii&y  (Mwa-de) 

Irving  (Ulrich’s,  Herndon,  $©»l) 
Ni&gnr-*  River  (King  et  al) 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont,  (Mitchell) 
Canvdian  Shore  (Brockner  et  al) 

Daily  at  0.  0.  (Ecklers) 

”  «  (Mitchell) 

"  "  (Brockner  et  al) 

Braddock’ s  Bay  (Meade) 

Pt,  Aoino,  Ont,  (Brockner  et  al) 

Pt,  Colbome,  Ont,  (  "  "  ") 

Br^ddock’s  Bay  (Genesee  0.  S.) 

Canadian  Shore  (Brockner  et,  al) 
Br^ddock’ s  Bay  (Genesee  0,  S.) 
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Sander  ling 

June  1 

(l)  a 

Rod.  Ph.vlarope 

"  6 

(F)  2 

Mourning  Dove 

n 

21 

50 

Hummingbird 

May 

■  12 

(F) 

1 

Weed  Pewwe 

ii 

15 

(F) 

1 

Bank  Swaj low 

April 

21 

(F) 

1 

Rud y-c* r *  Kxngle  t 

n 

10 

(F) 

1 

Yfcl  It  w-  thr ,  Vi  r  eo 

May 

7 

(F) 

1 

GoLien-w,  Warbler 

ii 

7 

(F) 

1 

Blue-  w.  Warbler 

ii 

10 

(F) 

1 

Tennessee  Warbler 

ii 

5 

(F) 

1 

Blackburnian  n 

n 

2 

(F) 

1 

Connecticut  M 

June 

1 

(I.) 

1 

Mourning  " 

May 

8 

(F) 

1 

Yellcw-br#  Chrxt 

Jun3 

15 

(F) 

1 

Canada  Warbler 

April 

30 

(F) 

1 

Rurple  Finch 

June 

21 

1 

Hoary  Redpoll 

March 

8 

1 

Pine  Siskin 

June 

28 

50 

Grasshopper  Sparrow  Apr 

16 

(F) 

1 

Hen  slow 4  s  Sparrow 

ii 

13 

(F) 

1 

Tree  Sparrow 

May 

8 

(L) 

1 

Rose*s  Pt.>  Ont.  (Brock^r  et  al) 

C»n»lj  Foot  of  Ferry  St,  (Byron) 

One  (with  broken  wing?)  still  present  on  9th 

(Mitchell) 

On  telephone  wire,  Pt6  Maitland,  Ont,  (Tilley, 

Domres) 

Lake  Leroy  (Pixley) 

It  tl  st 

Niagara  River  (Savage) 

Goat  Island  (Ulrichs) 

0;  04  (PixJey) 

0.  0,  (Pixley) 

Gainesv: lie  (Mr So  E,  V,  Smith) 

0,  0:  (Pixley; 

Forest  Lawn  (Bourne) 

"  (Weaver) 

Batavia  (Pixley; 

Versailles  (Wi'ight) 

Gainesville  (Mrs,  E.  V,  Smith) 

(earliest  record  ever) 

0.  Oo  (Ecklers; 

Pt.  A  bine,  Onto  (Wright) 

(date  of  M-rch  7  in  May  issue  was  in  error) 
Daily  at  bird  bath,  Irving  (Weaver) 

Hamburg  (Regers; 

Spring?/ ills  (Brcckner) 

Gainesville  (Mrs.  E.  V.  Smith) 


NOTEWORTHY  NESTING  RECORDS 


LEGEND  l  N-nest, 

#  E-Egge 

YN-  Young  in  nest,  Y0-  Young  out  of  nest 

Pied- billed  Grebe 

May 

6 

N  8E 

Lyndonville  (W.  A,  Smith) 

H 

12 

N  4E 

ii 

ft 

18 

N  8E 

”  (hatched  same  day)  (W.  A. 

II 

27 

N  3E 

"  (W.  A.  Smith) 

Green  Heron 

ft 

/ 

18 

Building  nest  Tift  St.  (Beardslee 

Blue-winged  Teal 

(i 

25 

2N  12E 

0  0  (Mitchell  et  al) 

June 

9 

N  8E 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

it 

13 

N  9E 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

Wood  Duck 

it 

12 

&  Later 

• 

o 

• 

o 

o 

a* 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

April 

11 

&  12  N 

Holland  (Verrill) 

Red -shouldered  Hawk 

t; 

16 

2N 

0  0  (Weaver,  Dan  Kelley)' 

Pheasant 

it 

27 

N  IE 

Lincoln  Park  (Tilley 

Virginia  Rail 

June 

1 

2  Adult 3 

,  8  downey  young,  Braddock  Bay  (; 

ti 

9 

3  YO 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

it 

10 

4  ' 

YO 

H  It 

Sora  Rail 

May 

31 

N  2E 

0  0  »* 

Florida  Gallinule 

n 

12 

N  (10 

E 

later)  Lyndonville  (W.  A.  Smith) 

June 

10 

N  2E 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

Coo  t 

it 

8 

&  10  YO 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

Killdeer 

May 

30 

N  2E 

Niagara  River  (Tilley) 

June 

15 

N  4E 

it  it  (  n  ) 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

tt 

15 

N  3E 

”  H  (Tilley,  King) 

it 

25 

N  4E 

Sherkston  (B,0.  S.  meeting) 

Common  Tern 

July 

6 

M'^ny  nests,  eggs  and  young  at  Gull 

Ont.  (Tilley,  Amend inger  at 


Is. 

1) 


2 


it 


I 


Mourning  Dove 


Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 
Bed- bellied  Woodpecker 

Re  1  -h  3o-d  ed  W-.  odpec  ker 
Hairy  Woodpecker 


Kingbi  rd 


Crested  Flycatcher 
Phoebe  . 


Alder  Flycatcher 


Prairie-horned  Lark 


Bank  Swallow 


Rough- winged  Swallow 
Cliff  Swallow 
Chickadee  •« .  - . 


Prairie  Marsh  Wren 


Catbird 


Robin 


Sterling  . 

Yellow-thr,  Vireo 


Red-eyed  Vireo 
Black  &  White  Warbler 
Pro  thono tary  Warb  j.  er 


April 

S 

N 

2E 

Lyndonville  (W»  A,  Smith) 

May 

5 

N 

2E 

Forest  Lawn  ( Beards  lee) 

M 

18 

N 

2  YN 

0  0  (Verrill  etal) 

11 

18 

N 

2  YN 

Grand  Island  (  Ulrich  &  Andarly) 

it 

25 

N 

2  YN 

0  0  (Mitchell  et  al) 

June 

9 

N 

4E 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

it 

14 

N 

3E 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

it 

i 

13 

N 

2YN 

(Half  grown)  0  0  (Ecklers) 

Nested  this  spring  in  Hazelton*s  yard 

at  LeBoy 

it 

19 

N 

YN 

Gr.  Island  (Klepfer) 

May 

14 

N  ' 

YN 

0  0  (Beards lee) 

June 

8 

N 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

n 

14 

&  15 

YN 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

May 

25 

N 

0  0  (Mitchell  et  al) 

June 

1 

2N 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

it 

1 

N 

2E 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

it 

10 

&12 

N 

4E 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

it 

18 

N 

3E 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

ii 

15 

N 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

M^ny  records  ranging  from  May  3  N  5E 
Holland  (Verrill)  to  June9  ,  N  5E  0,0.(Eckl 

n 

11 

211 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

ti 

18 

N 

IE 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

April 

30 

N 

2YN 

Amherst  (Beards lee) 

May 

8 

N 

3E 

Parker  Ave.(  ”  ) 

tt 

18 

hatched 

ii  it  it 

it 

30 

left  nest  ”  ”  ” 

n 

18 

50 

holes  Akron  (Verrill  et  al) 

Many  later  records. 

n 

18 

N 

Forestville  (Eeardslee  et  al) 

it 

25 

N 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

ii 

25 

YN 

0  0  (Mitchell  et  al) 

June 

14 

N 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

May 

30 

N 

5E 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

June 

8&10  N 

5E 

00  (  "  ) 

it 

15 

N 

IE 

Wickwire  Marsh  (Tilley,  King) 

May 

1 

N 

4E 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

June 

9&10  N 

4E 

00  (  »  ) 

n 

12 

N 

4YN 

(half  grown)  0  0  (Ecklers) 

ii 

15 

2N 

4E 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

ii 

1? 

2N 

4YN 

00  (  "  ) 

Many  nests  reported 

...  May 

25 

N 

Irving  (Weaver) 

n 

25 

N 

2E 

0  0  (Mitchell  et  al) 

ii 

14 

N 

5E 

Shelby  (Beardslee) 

Ap  ril 

25 

N 

4E 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

June 

27 

2  N 

YN 

Belmont  Rd*  nr  Sheridan  Drive  (Ecklers) 

n 

8 

N 

4E 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

n 

16 

&  18 

YN 

00  (  «  ) 

it 

8 

N 

Versailles  (Ulrichs,  Herndon, Beal ,  Pflyge; 

M 

17 

Carrying  food  0  0  (Ecklrs) 

May 

25 

2N 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

June 

1 

N 

2E 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

ii 

1 

N 

5E 

ii  ii 

ii 

29 

N 

4E 

ti  it 

3 


Golden- winged  Warbler 

June 

8 

N 

4YN 

Versailles  (Ulrichs,  Herndon, B eal , 

Pflyger) 

n 

16 

N 

4  YM 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

Blue- winged  Warbler 

it 

8 

2Y0 

Go  wand,  a  (.Ulrich’s,  Herndon,  Beal ,  Pflyger ) 

Ye’;  low  Warb  ler 

Many  nests  reported  from  May  17  -  June  14 

Llaok-thr,  Green  Warbler 

N 

Co  n.  o rd  (  Ti  1 1  e.y ,  Domna  s ) 

Canada  W, 

» 

17 

Carrying  food  0  0  (Ecklers) 

Redstart 

May 

18 

Finishing  nest,  Versailles  (Beardslee  et  3 

June 

14 

4YM 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

Bobolink 

May 

30  & 

31 

N 

3YN 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

June 

9 

N 

4YN 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

ii 

12 

N 

5YN 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

it 

20 

N 

5E 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

Red-wing 

Many  records 

May 

17 

N 

4E 

)  Rose  Hill,  Ont,  in  shrubbery  (Beuidstee) 

N 

OE 

)  next  to  front  perch  of  cottage. 

June 

19 

N 

3E 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

B  al  t ime  re  Oriole 

May 

30 

N 

0  0  (  "  ) 

June 

8 

N 

Versailles  (Ulrichs,  Herndon, Beal,Pflyger) 

«  e 

1  &9 

2N 

5E 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

”16  &18 

YM 

0  0  (  »  ) 

Towhee 

May 

18 

N 

3YN 

Holland  (l)utw#iller) 

Sav annah  Sp  a r  r o  w 

June 

9 

N 

4YN 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

Vesper  Sparrow 

May 

11 

N 

3YN 

IE  Springville  (Brcckner) 

Field  Sparrow 

June 

7 

N 

4E 

Darien  (Tilley  et  al) 

Swamp  Sparrow 

May 

31 

N 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

June 

8 

N 

6E 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

MOTES 


On  our  Audubo n  field  trip  to  Gull  Island  July  6th,  a  purs  white  Bank  S willow 
was  observed  among  a  colony  of  about  2500  at  Low  Banks,  Ont  c  Its  eyes  were  dork, 
but  every  feather  was  white,  (Reported  by  Aim endings r  and  Tilley) 

A  letter  from  Mrs,  E,  V,  Smith  of  Gainesville;  replying  to  cur  inquiry  concerning 
a  Blue-winged  Warbler  record  (see  above)  not  only  confirms  that  record  but 
discloses  the  fact  that  she  has  observed  a  Lawrence1 s  Warbler  in  the  same  swampy 
pasture  where  she  finds  the  Blue-wings,  "last  year  and  once  before”,  This  extremely 
rare  hybrid  has  never  previously  been  recorded  from  our  territory. 

Two  Upland  Plover  seen  by  George  Smith  at  Lyndcnville,  May  18,  add  a  species  to 
our  Spring  Census  list,  which  new  totals  175, 

In  .addition  to  the  Chat  record  listed  abive,  we  are  advised  that  another  was  seen 
June  1  at  Brcckpcrt  by  Bruce  Lee,  (Reported  by  H,  The  rpe) .  Full  details 
of  the  record  are  mt  yet  available,  but  the  record  is  expected  tc  prove  u  valid  me. 
The  Chat  at  Versailles  w  ,s  found  by  Wright  at  Versailles,  across  the  read  from  the 
Brewster  Warbler  location*  He  saw  the  bird  three  times  and  heard  its  flight  song, 
William  and  George  Smith  of  Lyndcnville  report  &  swan  (sp,?)  was  seen  at  Point 
Breeze  June  8,  and  the  same  day  at  Kenyonville,  It  was  not  seen  by  the  Smiths, 

Our  Rochester  friends  report  the  extremely  rare  little  Black  Rail  week  ending 
June  27th.  It  was  net  included  in  the  following  week’s  list,  and  no  notation  of 
locality  is  given  in  the  reports,  which  have  just  been  received.  The  records  of 
Least  and  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  from  Bradd^ck’s  Bay  are  very  early  and  of 
interest  is  the  Pine  Siskin  record  for  the  week  of  June  13th,  We  are  gratefi 
fo  r  them . 

Cl  rk  S,  Beardslee 


4 


.About  7  A  ,M*  cn  April  19,  1941,  Mr,  P<*ul  Siegel  of  Buffalo  and  his  son  wars  walk¬ 
ing  -long  the  brcukwull  opposite  the  water  works,  whan  they  nc  tic  ad  a  large  white 
b, id  with  a  large  and  he  <vy  bill,  tc  the  l;wer  mandible  of  which  was  att^ded 
a  large  pouch  of  skin  of  a  yellowish  white  coloh.  Mr,  Siegel  said  that  he 
knew  from  pictures  he  had  seen  that  the  bird  was  a  pelican. 

Pe  and  his  son  approached  to  within  about  15  yards  when  it  flew  off  toward 
the  Canadian  shore  and  wes  seen  enveloped  in  the  mist.  He  estimated  that  the 
bird  stood  at  least  2~l/2  ft,  high  and  that  it  was  ever  5  ft.  so  across  the 
extended  wings  in  flight.  I  believe  th  t  the  oirds  he  saw  was  a  White  Pelican, 
Polecanus  erythrorhynchos,  this  constituting  the  second  record  for  Buffalo. 


E.  D.  Mitchell 


FUTURE  EVENTS 


MEETINGS:  -  July  and  August  -  No  Meetings. 


FIELD  TRIPS: 

July  27  -  Canadian  Shore,  Lake  Erie,  Leaders  Mrs,  E.  C.  Ulrich 

Sunday  Meet  at  Peace  Bridge  -  7:00  A.M* 


August  17 

Sunday 


Hamilton,  Ontario,  Leader:  Mr,  Clark  S,  Beardslee 

Phone:  RI-4818 

Meat  at  Pe-.ce  Bridge  -  7:00  A.M. 
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Published,  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 


THE  MONTH 


July  weather  showed  little  departure  from  normal  except  for  a  ten-day  period  of 
oxcn.sively  high  temperature  at  the  end  cf  the  monthi  Judging  by  records  received 
to  dame,  this  affected  cur  observers  mere  than  it  did  the  birds,  as  less  field  work 
vr.-~  done  than  is  usual  even  in  what  is  usually  considered  an  "of f-se^&cn” .  The 
"Bulletin  cf  New  England  Bird  Life”  deplores  such  lessoning  cf  field  work,  and 
suggests  the t  many  opportunities  f.»r  important  and  valuable  studies  aw-.. it  the 
who  can  "gr_,du-te  frem  the  list-making  stage”.  A  very  gcc-d  paint  l 


eb server 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Red- throated  Loon 
Amer.  Egret 
Pintail 
Am,  Merganser 

Red-br,  Merganser 
Bald  Eagle 
puck  Hawk 
King  Rail 
Semipalm.  Plover 
Woodcock 
Wilson's  Shipe 
Hudson! an  Curlew 

Greater  Yellowlegs 
Lesser  Yellowlegs 
Pectoral  Sandpiper 
Least  Sandpiper 
Bo witcher 
Stilt  Sandpiper 
Semip a lm,  S-ndpip  or 
Western  Sandpiper 
Sander ling 
Caspian  Tern 
Black  Tern 
Black  Tern 


June 

9 

(L) 

1 

July 

21 

(F) 

2 

it 

27 

3 

ii 

13 

2 

Throughout 

5 

July 

27 

3 

it 

3 

1 

June 

15 

1 

July 

6 

(F) 

1 

ii 

19 

3 

ii 

19 

1 

ii 

27 

it 

19 

(F) 

1 

n 

27 

3 

it 

15 

(F) 

2 

tt 

13 

(F) 

4 

ii 

13 

(F) 

1 

it 

27 

(F) 

1 

it 

19 

(F) 

2 

ii 

19 

(F) 

1 

ii 

19 

(F) 

If 

it 

27 

1 

it 

27 

1 

n 

'19 

8 

Silver  Creek 
Gainesville 
Canadian  Shore 
11  n 

Niagara  Falls 
Canadian  Shore 
im.  Sinclairvi lie 
Zoar  Valley 

0.  0. 

Long  Beach,  Ont. 
Thunder  Bay,  Ont. 

0.  0. 

Long  Beach,  Ont. 
Canadian  Shore 


Ptl  Breeze 
Canadian  Shore 
Long  Beach,  Ont 


(Bourne) 

(Mrs.  E.  V,  Smith) 
(Ulrich  et  al) 
(Brockner) 
(Beardslee) 
(Ulrich  et  al) 
(Bourne) 

(Brockner  ) 

(Byron) 

(Bourne) 

(Klepf  ers) 
(Ecklers) 

(Bourne) 

(Ulrich  et  al) 
(Bourns) 

(Brockner s) 


(Bourne) 
(Ecklers) 
(Ulrich  et  al) 
(Bourne) 


Niagara  Falls 
Canadian  Shore 

ii  it 

Many  records  starting  July  11th 
Mohawk  Pt.  Ont,  (Byron,  Weaver) 

Long  Beech,  Ont.  (Bourne) 

Many  records  starting  July  10 
Long  Beach,  Ont,  (Bourne) 

Long  Beach,  Ont. 


Screech  Owl 

July  20 

1 

E*  Aurora 

(Brockner) 

”  21  ff 

Thunder  Bay 

(Klepfers) 

Ot,  Horned  Owl 

Thr  oughout 

0  0 

(Ecklers) 

Barred  Owl 

i» 

0  0 

(  »  ) 

Long-  eared  Owl 

July  13 

1 

Hamburg 

(Bourne) 

Pi ieated  Woodpecker 

”  14 

1 

Gainesville 

(Mrs.  E.  V.  Smith) 

fellow-b.  Flycatcher 

June  5  ( L) 

1 

Hamburg 

(Bourne) 

Hermit  Thrush 

July  14 

1 

Gainesville 

(Mrs,  E.  V,  Smith) 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

June  7  (L)  2 

Chestnut  Ridge 

(Bourne) 

Black  &  White  Warbler 

”  15 

1 

Zoar  Valley 

(Brockhers) 

Prothonotary  Warbler  to 

July  13 

0  0 

(Ecklers) 

Purple  Finch 

’’  10 

1 

Gainesville 

(Mrs.  E.  V,  Smith) 

Pins  Siskin 

”  15 

1 

Angola 

(Dolores  Jameson) 

Total  species  Jan,  1  -  June  30 

239 

New  for  July 

3 

Total  to  d-* 

te 

242 

ADDITIONAL  NESTING  RECORDS 

Green-winged  Teal 

July  27 

12  YO 

0  0 

(Ecklers) 

Upland  Plover 

June  27 

4  YO 

BeliLont  Rd . 

(Ecklers) 

Alder  Flycatcher 

July  13 

N  4E 

Balmont  Rd. 

(  "  ) 

House  Wren 

”  3 

N  5E 

BeLmont  Rd. 

(  "  ) 

Robin 

”  21 

N  3E 

it  » 

(  n  ) 

Ov enbird 

June  10 

N  4  Y 

At  tica 

(Brockner) 

Her,  Yellowthrcat 

July  10 

Female  feeding  Cowbird 

0.0.  (Beardslee) 

Orchard  Oriole 

”  14 

3  YO 

Gainesv  ille 

(Mrs.  E,  V.  Smith) 

Savannah  Sparrow 

”  4 

N  3E 

0  0 

( Ecklers) 

Chipping  Sparrow 

”  6 

N  2Y 

Kenmore 

(Beardslee) 

hooded  warbler 


On  Sunday,  July  13,  1  spent  three  hours  in  the  afternoon  entertained  by  two  male 
Hooded  Warblers  which  were  in  Emery  Park  and  each  one  had  an  exclusive  territory 
about  '500  feet  apart.  They  were  both  in  song  which  Bicknell  calls  the  first  period 
that  rarely  passes  e*rly,  July,  latest  dates  being  10  -  15.  Perfect  songs  are  again 
heard  in  the  fourth  week  of  August. 

It  was  a  gre^t  privilege  to  hear  this  beautiful  w-arbler  which  Bicknell  says  is 
fully  entitled  to  the  term  lovely  which  is  so  often  misused.  He  translates  the  song 
"You  must  come  to  the  woods  or  you  won!t  see  me”. 

I  made  no  attempt  to  locate  the  nest  as  family  cares  were  ever.  He  also  s-^ys  the 
Hooded  Warbler’s  song  is  one  cf  ’’easy,  sliding  gracefulness”.  Beth  cf  those  birds 
seamed  tc  be  responding  tc  a  ch  other  rather  than  singing  to  a  m^te.  This  warbler 
seems  to  have  such  markings  and  characteristics  that  he  cannot  be  mistaken  far  any 
ether  warbler.  He  is  a  bird  who  comes  down  to  us  and  these  were  never  mere  than 
forty  feet  above  me  and  not  at  all  concerned  with  my  presence.  The  charm;  was  not 
only  the  bird,  but  the  surroundings,  being  well  watered  woodland,  enhanced  by 
serenity,  seclusion  and  charm  so  well  described  by  Bryant,  The  nest  is  low  in 
bush  or  sapling  usually  1  -  5  ft.  from  the  ground,  an  average  of  3  ft. 

To  have  the  opportunity  for  a  glimpse  of  an  intimate  phase  of  a  bird  such  ?s  this 
was  a  great  delight  and  worth  much  mere  than  a  check  on  a  bird  seldom,  if  ever  seen. 
One  feels  as  though  something  charming  had  come  into  his  v.*ry  being  and  a  real 
friendship  h*d  began, 

Edward  C.  Avery 
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NOTES 


A  latter  from  Dr*  Gordon  Meade  of  Rochester  gives  further  data  on  the  Black  Rail 
record  reported  in  our  last  issue.  "The  31ack  Rail  was  seen  in  the  marshland  along 
Li'' tie  Black  Creek  which  empties  into  the  Genesee  River  about  half-way  between 
Kc.-nester  and  Scottsville,  That  is  in  your  territory.  The  exact  date  I  believe  was 

dune  2U  -  I  will  check  that  to  be  sure.  It  was  seen  by  Oscar  Schaeffer,  Jr . 

Hie  observation  was  carefully  written  up  on  the  spot  and  was  mere  than  a  fleeting 
one..  There  dees  not  seem  to  be  any  possibility  that  a  young  Sera,  etc.  was  mis- 
idantified."  Dr.  Mead©  also  states  that  "the  Pine  Siskins  occurred  in  the  village 
of  Hilton  cn  June  20th  -  a  considerable  fleck  seen  by  Wm,  pilger," 

Other  interesting  records  by  the  Rochester  group  inc lud® :  uowitcher,  Stilt 
Sandpiper }  Acadian  Flycatcher,  and  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  for  week  ending  July  25, 
the  Stilt  Sandpiper  being  reported  the  following  week  -*.180. 

Tie  May  "Bulletin  of  New  England  Bird  Life",  net  previously  reviewed,  contains 
many  unusual  records,  including  Black  Vulture,  Lawrence’s  Warbler,  Louisiana  Water- 
thrush  (New  H-*irp shire),  Orchard  Oriole  (New  Hampshire),,  and  Lark  Sparrow*  The  June 
issue  lists  both  Hooded  and  Red-br ousted  Mergansers  nesting  in  Massachusetts, 

Maine  records  cf  White-eyed  Viret  and  Chat,  ;„nd  a  singing  Yellcw-thrcated  (Sycamore?) 
Warbler  from  Northampton,  Mass. 

Among  many  interesting  articles  in  the  July  "Cardinal"  is  an  account  of  the 
finding  cf  a  Pine  Siskin  nest  "in  a  stand  cf  hemlocks  about  a  mile  southeast  of 
Linesville"  in  the  Pyma tuning  region  on  April  11,  1941, 

"The  Bird  Calendar" f  the  Cleveland  Bird  Club  lists  records  of  Eared  Grebe, 

Pacific  Loon,  and  Dickcissel*  A  number  cf  reports  of  both  Crossbills  from  Ohio 
attests  the  extend  cf  last  winter’s  incursion. 


FUTURE  EVENTS 


MEETINGS l 


September  10th  -  Wednesday 
September  24th  -  Wednesday 


Outdoor  -  Sid way  Hcuse,  Beaver  Island, 
6:30  P.  M.  supper  meeting. 

See  September  Prothonotary 


FIELD  TRIES: 

August  31st  -  Sunday  Brcckpcrt,  via  0,  0.  Swamp, 

Dr*  Lee  Herndon  -  ’Phone:  AM-0115 
Main  city  line  -  7  A.M. 

Meet  G.  Guelph  later  Brockpcrt 

September  14th  -  Sunday  Canadian  Shore  -  Meet  at  Peach  Bridge  7:15  A, 

Harold  D.  Mitchell, 


Saturday  Morning  Walks  -  Delaware  Park  6:30  A,M, 

Windsor  gate. 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  0 mi  thole gi cal  Society 

BUFFALO  NEW  YORK 


THE  MONTH 


August  started  with  a  continuation  cf  the  excessive  heat  which  had  characterized  the 
closing  third  of  July,  and  the  first  nine  days  showed  temper,  tur.  s  averaging  four 
degrees  above  normal.  This  was  abruptly  followed  by  -*  ccol  spell,  and  from  the  tenth 
tc  the  twentieth  temperatures  averaged  six  degrees  below  normal,  representing  a  ten 
degree  drop  from  the  preceding  he,.t  wave.  The  effect  cn  small  migrants  w.  s  both 
interesting  and  significant.  Some  warblers  nesting  north  cf  cur  territory  arrived  a 
ween  e  -rlier  than  -ny  previvus  recc ris,  while  several  species  which  breed  locally 
were  to  be  found  in  city  p-~rka  (indicating  start  of  migration)  cn  dates  which  -are 
without  any  parallel*  They  were  accompanied  by  tan-agers,  grosbeaks,  and  flycatchers, 
but  vireos  were  scarce.  The  biggest  wave  seems  to  have  occurred  on  the  22nd,  when 
®^ery  bush  and  tree  seemed  full  of  migrants.  Shore  birds  'were  present  throughout  the 


month  in  normal  numbers, 

though  r 

arities  were  less  frequently  reported.  Black  terns, 

which  h-vs  showed  a  marked  incre^ 

se 

here  during  recent  fa.ll  migrations,  fairly 

covered  the  •upp^x -  Siug^r- 

River  1 

ate 

•  in  the  month. 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Americ-n  Egret 

Aug.  26 

1 

Genesee  River  » t  Belmont  (Mitchell) 

Shoveller 

»  18 

2 

Wickwire  (Berdslee) 

Sc  -up  (  sp .  ? ) 

"  14 

1 

punki rk  ( Tho  rp  e ) 

B1  'ck~bellied  Plover 

ti  7 

4 

Long  Beach,  Ont.  (Bourne) 

Buddy  Turnstone 

"  6 

4 

Morgan's  Point,  Ont.  (Bourne) 

Y.vd so ni an  Curlew 

«  3 

1 

Wwverly  Be-ach,  Ont,  (Klepfers  &  Cchen) 

Hud  sc  ni -n  Curlew 

»  8,5 

3 

4  Low  Banks,  Ont,  (Bourne) 

Hpl-nd  Plover 

n  28 

4 

(L)  Gainesville  (Mrs,  E,  V,  Smith) 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

”  2 

1 

0  ?  (Ecklcrs) 

ICho  t 

"  30 

1 

Off  Buff,  la  waterworks  (Mitchell) 

Baird1 s  Sandpiper 

" 

4 

1  Long  Be^ch,  Ont,  (Bourne) 

Caspian  Tern 

”  5 

3 

Long  Be^ch,  Ont.  (Bourne) 

Black  Tern 

,f  23 

2150  Niag.ru  River  -M largest  number  I  huve  counted 

in  this  territory  in  any  one  day”  Mitchell 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

»  3 

1 

Gainesville  (Mrs*  E,  V,  Smith 

"  29 

1 

Gout  Island  (Mitchell) 

B1  :*ck-bi  lied  Cuckoo 

n  17 

1 

Tifft  Street  (Mitchell) 

"  21 

1 

Gainesville  (Mrs.  E.  V.  Smith) 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher 

«  16 

1 

Delaware  Park  (Be.rdslee) 

"  21 

1 

Gainesville  (Mrs,  E,  V,  Smith) 

Hed-bre-sted  Nuthatch 

«  30 

1 

Gainesville  (Mrs,  E.  V,  Smith) 

Migrant  Shrike 

"  17 

1 

0  0  Ecklers 

"  28 

1 

Rock  House  Pt.,  Ont,  (Beurdslee) 

/ 


< 


\ 


B  &  W  Warbler 

Aug* 

17 

1 

Thunder  Bay,  Ont  *  (Klepfers) 

It 

30 

1 

Gainesville  (Mrs,  E*  V,  Smith) 

Go:.c!  ?-,i- -winged  Warbler 

it 

16 

1 

Delaware  Park 

(Beardslee) 

I'i  a  s  ttv  \  1 1  e  War.  b  1  e  r 

it 

13 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

(Beardslee) 

Magnolia  Warbler 

it 

15 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

(Beardslee) 

Gape  May  Warbler 

it 

15 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

(Beardslee) 

Black-throated  Blue 

Warbler 

n 

22 

2 

Niug-ra  Falls 

(Beardslee) 

”  M  Green  M 

« 

24 

2 

Thunder  Bay,  Ont,  (Klepfer) 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

it 

22 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

(Beardslee) 

Chestnut -sided  ” 

it 

16 

1 

Delaware  Park 

(Beardslee) 

Bay-bre-sted  Warbler 

it 

15 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

(Beardslee) 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

it 

22 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

(Beardslee) 

Ovenbird 

tt 

21 

1 

Delaware  Park 

(Mitchell) 

Yellow-breasted  Chat 

it 

23 

1 

Gainesville  (Mrs,  E,  V,  Smith) 

Wilson’ s  Warbler 

it 

19 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

(Mitchell) 

Canada  Warbler 

it 

15 

4 

Niagara  Falls 

(Bsarislee) 

Redstart 

tt 

13 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

(Beardslee) 

Orchard  Oriole 

it 

21 

2 

Y,0,  Gainesville  (Mrs,  E,  V, 

Scarlet  Tanager 

it 

23 

1 

Protection  (Beardslee) 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  n 

16 

1 

Delaware  Park 

(Beardslee) 

Purple  Finch 

tt 

19 

1 

Goat  Island 

(Mitchell) 

Smith) 


ADDITIONAL  NESTING  RECORDS 


Ovenbird 

Cardinal 
Vesper  Sparrow 


Jiil^  26  3  Yn  Collins  Center  (Wild) 

Aug i  10  Yn  Collins  Center  (Nicholson,  rep.  Wild) 

June  22  N  3y  2  E  Holland  (Mnrphy) 


GO LnEN -  WI N GEp  and  BLUE-WINGED  WARBLERS  IN  WESTERN  NEW  YORK 


The  area  around  the  town  of  Gowan&a,  New  York  offers  conditions  of  unusual 
significance  for  the  observation  of  bird  life.  The  0 attar ague  Creek  flows  through  a 
wide  gorge  in  this  area,  leaving  bottom  lands  between  the  creek  and  the  bank.  This 
property  is  part  of  the  Cattaragus  Indian  Reservation.  The  residents  have  the  habit 
of  continually  cutting  the  trees  with  the  result  that  most  of  the  land  is  covered 
with  young  growth  of  trees,  shrubs  and  weedy  fields.  The  creek  in  meeting  the  lake 
intersects  an  important  migratory  bird  route  along  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie, 
Migrants  follow  this  stream  inland,  nr,  Ann  Perkins  reported  the  cardinal  regularly 
from  that  area,  one  of  the  oldest  established  stations  of  that  bird  for  western  N.  Y 
Two  years  ago,  Clarence  Beal  saw  adult  Blue-winged,  Golden-winged  and  &■  Brewster’ 
warbler  in  a  rough  patch  of  bushes  and  scrub  tree  but  found  no  nests. 

In  June  of  this  year  (1941)  a  party  of  five  spent  an  entire  d^y  searching  for 
nests  of  these  warblers  in  this  territory.  Observations  soon  revealed  two  Golden- 
winged  Warblers  in  the  above  mentioned  area.  The  persistent  excited  call  notes  of 
both  birds  and  l^ter  the  presence  cf  cne  bird  with  foc-d  in  its  mouth  spirited  the 
search  fcr  nests.  By  thoroughly  combing  the  ground  and  eliminating  areas,  the 
search  led  to  u  smaller  5 Here  in  a  small  open  .  rea  and  visible^  when  the  w9c?ds 
were  parted  was  the  nest,  five  or  six  inches  from  the  ground  .  A  shaggy  cupped  nest 
cf  d®-d  leaves  contained  four  young.  The  whole  composite  blended  sc  will  with  the 
hack  ground  as  tc  appear  in  casual  observation  like  an  old  rotten  knothole, 

Blue-winge&  Warblers  regularly  inhabited  a  slope  a  few  miles  away  near  the  State 
Hospital  grounds  and  offered  an  inducement  for  a  search  for  nests  there.  In  the 
afternoon  three  adults  were  observed  at  this  place,  one  of  which  gave  alarm  calls 
and  restricted  its  movements  to  a  very  limited  range,  A  concentrated  search  at 
this  place  resulted  in  fledglings  and  one  adult  at  this  point. 

The  presence  of  both  species  in  so  confined  an  area  led  to  the  expecting  cf  the 
hybrid,  Brewster’s  warbler,  but  except  fcr  that  cne  earlier  report,  none  has  been 
found  *  2 


t 


Of  groat  interest  that  day  was  the  ever  present  evidence  of  nesting  and  raising  of 
young  by  all  specios  cf  birds,  A  Baltimore  Oriole  had  a  nest  in  the  fork  of  a  slender 
branch,  contrary  to  the  regular  pensile  nesting  manner  of  the  bird.  An  Indigo  Bunt¬ 
ing  fluttered  along  the  road  feigning  di8ability,  A  Rod-eyed  Vireo  allowed  so  close 
an  approach  that  the  slender  swaying  branch  bearing  the  nest  nearly  touch  the 
observers* 

The  long  May  day  has  its  rewards  in  the  large  number  of  birds  observed  and  the 
exalted  feeling  of  prowess  in  the  stamina  of  the  chase.  For  relaxed  enjoyment  and 
lasting  satisfaction  try  close  observation  in  a  small  area. 


NOTES 


Mr,  W,  L,  0,  Edson,  reporting  for  the  Burroughs-Audubon  Nature  Club  of  Rochester, 
lists  the  following  records; 

Week  ending  Aug,  8:  pewi tcher ,  Stilt  Sandpiper,  Whip-poor-will,  Hermit  Thrush, 

and  Nashville  Warbler* 

Week  ending  Aug. 15r  Amer,  Egret,  Bald  Eagle,  Whi te-rumped  Sandpiper,  Baird’s  Sand¬ 
piper,  Caspian  Tern,  and  Pine  Warbler. 

Week  ending  Aug. 22;  powi  tcher,  Caspian  Tern,  and  Tennessee  Warbler. 

Week  ending  Aug. 29;  Huisonian  Curlew,  Baird’s  Sandpiper,  no witcher,  Stilt  Sand¬ 
piper,  Caspian  Tern,  Olive-sided  Flycatcher,  Philo.  Vireo,  and 
Rusty  Blackbird,  The  blackbird  record  seems  most  unusual,  as 
this  species  normally  is  not  reported  by  cur  observers 
earlier  than  mid-September, 


The  Bulletin  cf  New  England  Bird  Life  reports  Purple  Gollinule,  Marbled  Geawit, 
Sabine’s  Gull,  and  an  extremely  interesting  record  cf  Myrtle  Warblers  breeding  at  an 
elevation  cf  cnly  500  ft.  at  Northampton,  Mass, 

A  Rcbin,  banded  June  13,  1934  in  Buffalo  by  James  Cosbey,  was  found. 

Edward  Sieber  is  Field  Secretary  cf  the  newly  organized  Huntington  (W,V.)  Bird  Club. 


MEETINGS; 


September  24  -  Wed, 
SapWm^ar  8  -  Wed. 


October  22  -  Wed. 


OUTDOOR  MEETING  -  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Meet  at  Administration  Bldg, 
at  6 ;30  P ,  M . 

ANNUAL  MEETING  AT  MUSEUM 

For  information  call  Miss  Ada  Stanley  LI-7719 
Mr.  Clark  S,  Bearislee  will  make  plans  for  the 
Fall  puck  Census. 

Mr.  Harold  p.  Mite he  11,  Speaker 
Report  on  summer  vacation  trip  out  west. 


FIELn  TRIPS: 

Sept,  27  &  28  -  Sat,  &  Sun.  Weekend  at  Pyma tuning. 

Leave  Buffalo  7:30  A, M,  on  Saturday,  27th 
(Meet  at  City  Hall)  Leader:  Harold  T)»  Mitchell 
Fcr  information  and  reservations  ’phone;: 

Mr,  Harvld  p.  Mitchell  at  UN-8532 
Oct.  5  -  Sun.  Bond’s  Lake,  Youngstown,  Wilson 

Leader;-  Miss  Heather  Thorpe 

Meet  at  Hertel  and  Delaware  at  7:30  A.M, 

Oct.  19  -  Sun.  FALL  PUCK  CENSUS 

Mr.  Clark  S.  Beardslee,  Captain  -  RI-4818 


Statisticians;: 

Editor 

Ass’t  Eiitery 
Treasurer 
Business  Manager 
SUBSCRIPTION  RATE! 


-  Harold  P.  Mitchell  and  Clark  S.  Beardslee 

-  Ed 'vard  C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N,  Y, 

-  Ward  Klepfer,  23  7  T  >y/<v^  "]~err>  , ,  Y, 

-  Mrs.  R.  p,  Madison,  218  Brant  weed  Ri  • »  Buffalo,  N,  Y, 

-  Alfred  p.  Wanior,  175  Saranac  Ave,,  Buffalo,  N,  Y. 

75^'  mods  payable  to  Mrs,  R.  p,  Madison,  Treasurer. 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

BUFFALO  NEW  YORK 


THE  MONTH 


September  was  a  month  char^cteriz  d  by  sunshine  and  above  normal  temp  ratures. 

Less  th <n  an  inch  of  rain  fell  during  the  entire  month,  ..nd  on  only  three  d^ys  was 
the  temperature  appreciably  subnormal.  On  the  29th  a  short  cold  wave  set  in  which 
lasted  through  the  next  night,  bringing  **  w_vo  of  lato  migrants  to  western  N3w  York 
cn  the  30th,  which  was  a  d-y  of  light  r-.dn.  Such  a  d^y  is  idO‘^1  for  "warbler  waves", 
-*nd  this  last  d^y  cf  the  month  w-*s  the  only  really  outstanding  one  which  September 
provided*  Winds  of  40  m.p  .h,  velocity  j  me  re  wore  recorded  on  the  1st,  6th,  10 th 
25th,  27th,  and  30th,  making  the  month  me  vf  the  windiest  on  record*  A  velocity  of 
65  m.p.h,  was  reached  an  the  25th,  highest  fwr  any  September  d^y  in  the  history  cf 
the  local  weather  bureau..  This  g<~le  w^t  from  the  southwest,  but  occurred  during 
daylight  and  apparently  had  no  effect  n  migrating  birds,  -  o.t  least  no  rarities 
were  reported* 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS  FOR  SEPTEMBER 


•nouble-crested  Cormorant 

Sept  14  (F) 

1 

Mohawk  Pt.,  Ont,  (Mitchell  et  al 

Green  Heron 

n 

27  (L) 

1 

Barce Ilona  (Vaughan  &  V err ill) 

Canada  Geese 

n 

18  (F) 

A  flock  flew  over  Cayuga  Island,  LaSalle  at 
night  while  the  aurora  borealis  was  vi sable 
(Mrs,  Bishop,  rep,  Mr,  Himegartner  rep. 

Mitchell) 

it 

19  200 

at  Angela  cn  Lake  (Rengert)  rep,  Mitchell) 

« 

27 

60 

Grand  Island  (F.  8,  Smiths,  Anderle) 

Baldpote 

Aug  31  (F) 

1 

Oak  Orchard  (Mitchell) 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

Sept 

30 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (Boardslee) 

Turkey  Vulture 

it 

28  (L) 

1 

0  0  (Mrs,  F.  G.  Smith) 

Osprey 

tt 

11 

1 

0  0  (Eames) 

Semi-palrm-ted  Plcver 

n 

27  (L) 

1 

Tvunkirk  (Mitchell  at  al) 

Gclien  Plover 

it 

19 

1 

Mohawk  Pt.  Ont,  (Eair.es) 

tt 

30 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont.  (Burt  Wright) 

Black  Bellied  Plover 

Many  records  frem  Canadian  shore,  Niagara 
Falls  and  Bare  el Iona  by  many  members 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

tt 

30  (L) 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont.  (Burt  Wright) 

Hud60nian  Curlew 

it 

1  (L) 

1 

Lcwbanks,  Ont.  (Mitchell) 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

n 

23  (L) 

1 

0  0  (Beardslee) 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

it 

27  (L) 

1 

Grand  Island  (Mrs.  F.  G.  Smithy  Anderle) 

stern  Willet 

n 

15  (F) 

2 

Fort  Erie,  Ont.  (Byron) 

American  Kr&  tt 

it 

1  &  14, 

18 

&  19  LowbankB,  Ont.  (Mitchell  et  al) 

tt 

15 

3 

Erie  Beach,  Ont.  (Burt  Wright) 

»  4  4 


Bai rd * s  Sandpipe  r 

Sept  14 

4 

"  19 

1 

Least  Sandpiper 

«  14 

1 

do witcher 

Aug  15 

4 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

Sept  14 

1 

Black  Tern 

Sept 

.21 

<L) 

1 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

u 

22 

U) 

1 

Whip-pccr-will 

it 

17 

(L) 

1 

Nighthawk 

it 

22 

1 

Chimney  Swift 

n 

6 

(L) 

50 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

ii 

14 

(F) 

1 

Crested  Flycatcher 

n 

14 

(L) 

1 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  M 

21 

(L) 

1 

Least  Flycatcher 

it 

19 

U) 

1 

Wood  Peewee 

it 

17 

(L) 

1 

Olive- sided  Flycatcher 

it 

1 

(F) 

1 

Barn  Swallow 

« 

10 

(L) 

1 

Cliff  Swallow 

Aug 

31 

(L) 

2 

Winter  Wren 

Sept 

20 

(F) 

1 

Prairie  Marsh  Wren 

» 

27 

(D 

1 

Hermit  Thrush 

n 

16 

(F) 

1 

Olive-backed  Thrush 

n 

2 

(F) 

Gray- cheeked  Thrush 

it 

6 

(F) 

1 

Golden- crowned  Kinglet 

it 

20 

(F) 

1 

Ruby- crowned  Kinglet 

« 

27 

(F) 

2 

it 

27 

1 

Pipit 

it 

19 

(F) 

2 

Migrant  Shrike 

« 

14 

(D 

3 

Yellow- throated  Virec 

H 

30 

1 

31ue-head©d  Vireo 

n 

27 

(F) 

Philadelphia  Virec 

it 

13 

1 

tt 

9 

(F) 

1 

Tennessee  Warbler 

ti¬ 

6 

(F) 

1 

lt 

27 

(L) 

1 

Orange- crowned  Warbler 

t! 

30 

(F) 

1 

Parula  Warbler 

It 

13 

(F) 

1 

Yellow  Warbler 

It 

5 

(l>) 

1 

Myrtle  Warbler 

It 

20 

(F) 

Chestnut-sid®d  Warbler 

If 

30 

(L) 

2 

Bey-breasted  Warbler 

It' 

30 

(L) 

1 

Kentucky  Warbler 

II 

27 

(L) 

Hood®d  Warbler 

t! 

16 

(L) 

2 

Wilson* s  Warbler 

11 

27 

(L) 

1 

Canm&  Warbler 

It 

13 

(L) 

1 

Rusty  Blackbird 

It- 

20 

(F) 

3 

Scarlet  Tanag3r 

It 

30 

(L) 

1 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

II 

28 

(L) 

1 

Indigo  Bunting 

11 

14 

(L) 

Pine  Siskin 

W' 

9 

Slate-colored  Junco 

It 

13 

(F) 

1 

White-cr.  %>arrcw 

n 

25 

W  hi  t  e-  th  rc  a  t  ed  B 

ti 

7 

(F) 

1 

Fox  Sparrow 

ft 

30 

(F) 

4 

Lincoln*  s  Sparrow 

tt 

27 

1 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  (Mitchell  ©t  al) 

Niagara  Falls  (Mitchell) 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  (Mitchell  et  al) 

Erie  Beach,  Ont.  (Burt  Wright) 
imm.  (light  phase) 

Evans  Bay  (Eruce  Lee  rep.  Thorpe) 

"picket  up  so  exhausted  that  it  lied  in 
his  hands*  Specimen  now  at  Buffalo  Museum 
of  Science.* 

Grand  Island  (Mitchell) 

Springville  (Burt  Wright) 

Pt.  Abinc,  Ont.  (Jamescn) 

Springville  (Burt  Wright) 

Buffalo  Harbor  (Beardslee) 

Delaware  Park  (Mrs.  F.  G.  Smith) 

Reck  Hcuse  Pt.,  Ont.  (Mitchell  et  al) 
Lincoln  Park  (Mitchell) 

Virgil  Ave.  Woods  (Thcrpe) 

Humbclt  Park  (Thorpe) 

Delaware  Park  (Eames) 

Gainesville  (Mrs.  E.  V.  Smith) 

Brockport  (Mitchell) 

Forest  Lawn  (Mrs,  F,  G.  Smith) 

Dunkirk  (Byron) 

Humboldt  Park  (Thorpe) 

Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

“Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

“Delaware  Park  (Mi tchell) 

Barcellona  (Mitchell  et  al) 

“Delaware  Park  (Mrs.  F,  G.  Smith  &  Anderle) 
Lcwbanks,  Ont.  (Eames) 

Reck  Hcuse  Pt.  (Mi tchell  et  al) 

Niagara  Falls  (  Beardslee) 

“Delaware  Park  (Anderle) 

•Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

Niagara  Falls  (Beard si  ft) 

Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

“Dunkirk  (Mitchell  et  al) 

Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

“Delaware  Park  (Anderle) 

Niagara  Falls  (Mi tchell) 

0  0  (Ecklers) 

Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee)' 

Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

Gainesville  (Mrs.  E.  V.  Smith) 

Lotus  Bay  (Weaver) 

Dunkirk  (Mitchell  et  al) 

Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

Forest  Lawn  (Anderle) 

Delaware  Park  (Mrs.  F.  9.  Smith) 

0  0  (Mrs.  F.  G,  Smith) 

Several  -  Niagara  Falls  (Rogerson) 

Flock  Youngstown  (Roger  sen) 

Delaware  Park  (A^erle) 

Forest  Lawn  (Mrs.  F,  0.  Smith) 

Buffalo  (Thorpe) 

Youngstown  (Beardslee) 
nunkirk  (Mitchell 
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RECORti  OF  RETURNS  FROM  SUMMER  BANKING  at  RTCHMONri,  MAINE 


The  local  conditions  proved  very  favorable  for  banking  operation*  Hot,  ^ry 
weather  all  summer  brought  many  bir^s  to  «ur  water-drip  traps*  Again  ever  two 
hundred  birds  were  banned  in  addition  to  18  returns  of  previously  banded  birds. 
Two  band©!  rebins  nesting  in  yard  were  not  captured,  but  were  undoubtedly  band©! 
at  least  two  years  ago.  For  the  first  time  we  caught  a  chestnut- sided  Warbler  in 
our  Cehasset  warbler  trap,  and  banded  an  adult  nesting  flicker  in  a  hole  just 
25-3/4  inches  frem  the  ground*  The  seng  sparrew  returns  fcllc-w* 


Bird  Band©! 

July  30, 

1940 

Recaptured 

tt 

« 

Aug.  3, 

1940 

tt 

tt 

tt 

Aug,  4, 

1940 

tt 

H 

tt 

Aug.  12, 

1940 

tt 

It 

tt 

Aug.  22, 

1940 

tt 

tt 

it 

July  30, 

1939 

H 

it 

tt 

July  24, 

1938 

tt 

tt 

tt 

Aug,  6, 

1937 

tt 

June  25,  1941 
June  14,  1941 
June  19  ,  19  41 
July  23,  1941 
July  16,  1941 

July  8,  1940  &  June  25,  1941 
July  6,  1940  &  June  22,  19  41 
Aug,  14,  19  38  and  alst  July  5,  19  39 

and  Aug.  12,  1941 
All  song  sparrow  returns 


This  last  is  a  most  interesting  recwTd  for  a  song  sparrow, 
were  from  the  Government  sparrow  trap. 


Record  of  returns  for  Chipping  Sparrows * 


Bird  Band©! 

July  18, 

1940 

Recaptured 

Aug* 

28, 

1941 

n  tt 

Aug,  15, 

1940 

tt 

June 

27, 

1941 

tt  tt 

Aug.  18, 

1940 

it 

Sept . 

12, 

1941 

tt  it 

Aug.  20, 

1940 

tt 

Aug. 

28, 

1941 

it  n 

July  15, 

1939 

tt 

Aug. 

27, 

1941 

One  Savannah  Sparrow  re  turn  j: 

Bird  Band©! 

Aug.  17, 

1939 

Recaptured 

June 

21, 

1941 

Four  Ye  lie  v\h  threat 

re  turn: 

Bird  Band©! 

June  22, 

1940 

Recaptured 

July 

10, 

1941 

tt  tt 

July  20, 

1940 

tt 

June 

1  6, 

1941 

tt  n 

July  23, 

1940 

tt 

June 

19, 

1941 

tt  tt 

Aug.  25, 

1940 

t» 

July 

24, 

1941 

These  four  returns  were  taken  in  a  water-drip  trap  (Cohasset  Warbler  Trap  and 
drop  trap). 

By::  Ray  M,  Verrill 


NOTES 


Notes  from  the  Bur  roughs -Audubon  Nature  Club  of  Rochester  includes  the  following 
of  special  interest* 

Week  ending  Sept*  11  -  Baird1 s  Sandpiper,  Acadian  Flycatcher,  W,  Palm. Warbler( early 

"  "  Sept.  19,-  Yellow-crcwned  Night  Hercn  (We  worker  if  this  is  a  misprint, 

as  the  Black-crowned  was  net  listed),  Baird’s  Sandpiper, 
Kingbird  (late),  Bank  Swallow  (Late),  Rub y-cr .Kinglet  (early 
Rusty  Blackbird* 

w  tt  Sept.  26,-  Red-back©!  Sandpiper,  Kingbird  (very  late),  Pipit,  White- 

crown  Sparrow. 

w  w  Oct.  3,-  Baird’s  Sandpiper,  Nighthawk  (very  late),  B.sm  Swallow 

(very  late),  Wood  Thrush. 
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It  is  interesting  to  read  the  Bulletin  of  New  England  Bird  Life  for  August r  since 
Mr,  Clement's  summation  of  that  month  agrees  so  closely  with  our  remarks  in  the 
September  "PROTHONOTARY"  covering  the  same  period.  New  England,  observers  reported 
the  same  early  warbler  waves  caused  by  the  cccl  weather  of  the  mid-month.  Their 
observaticns  on  shore  birds  also  coincided  with  curs,  -  a  normal  migration  with  few 
rarities!  Outstanding  records  for  the  month  includ©  Wilson's  Plover,  Curlew, 
Sandpiper,  Gull-billed  Tern,  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher,  and  many  extremely  early  d^tes 
for  migrating  warblers. 

In  commenting  cn  the  June- Jul y- August  issue  cf  the  "Bird  Calendar  cf  the  Cleveland 
Bird  Club”  we  are  at  a  loss  for  words  to  express  adequate  praise,  Te  call  it  a 
superb  job  would  be  an  understatement.  Net  only  have  their  many  observers  worked 
hard  to  contribute  serious  studies  (all  excellent),  but  nr,  Williams,  the  editor, 
has  dcne  a  really  outstanding  jcb  cf  interpretation.  Starting  with  a  good  summary 
cf  weather  conditions,  the  bulletin  gives  in  addition: 

1  A  list  of  breeding  species  (114)  from  the  Cleveland  region,  with  comments  both 
particular  and  general 

2  A  preliminary  list  cf  breeding  species  (49)  at  the  club’s  Aurora  sanctuary, 

3  Six  pages  containing  nc  less  than  eighteen  breeding  bird  censuses,  each 
describing  the  nature  cf  area  under  study,  the  location,  the  observer,  the 
number  of  pairs  cf  each  species  present  and  breeding,  total  population,  and 
density  per  100  acres.  One  study  shews  47  pairs  cf  23  species  nesting  cn  two 
acres  cf  a  village  residentail  district  1  These  censuses  are  be th  interesting 
and  worth-while, 

4  A  list  cf  migrants  and  vagrants,  complementing  the  lists  of  breeding  species. 
Also  with  cements  by  the  editor, 

5  Full  notes  on  the  autumn  migration,  with  interpretations,  and  including  a 
splendid  section  of  "Great  bird  groups  cn  the  wing",  which  records  and 
describes  migration  me vements  by  groups,  e.g,,  waterfowl,  southern  herons, 
shorebirds,  swallows,  and  warblers. 

6  Editorial  and  field  notes. 

Altogether  this  "BIRn  CALENDAR"  contains  eighteen  pages  of  mighty  fine  reading. 

Our  congratulations  for  a  "good  job  well  d©ne"» 

C •  S,  B , 


The  addition  of  another  Brewster's  Warbler  should  be  added  to  the  record  of 
Golden-winged  and  Blue-winged  Warbler  in  Sep  :„'41  PROTHONOTARY.  3,  Beals  informed 
the  writer  that  in  May,  1939  he  had  observed  a  Brewster’s  Warbler  cn  the  slope  near 
the  State  Hospital  grounds, 

W.  E.  Saunders  of  London,  Ont,  reported  two  Hudscnian  Goiwits  at  Point  Pelee  on 
October  3rd. 


E.  C.  U. 
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MEETING  OF  OCTOBER  8,  1941 


Fifty-one  members  of  cur  society  met  for  pinner  at  the  Museum  cafeteria,  after 
which  we  adjourned  tc  the  Humboldt  Rocm  fcr  cur  annual  meeting.  At  this  time 
the  society  elected  the  following  officers  fcr  the  coming  year:  Honorary  President, 
James  Savage;,  President,  Edward  C.  Ulrich}  Vice  President,  Ward  Klepfer;  Treasurer, 
Mrs*  Madison;  Recording  Secretary,  Miss  Katharine  Praenu  saing;  Corresponding 
Secretary,  Miss  Mildred  Baker. 

November  12  -  Wednesday  8r00  P.M.  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 

November  26  -  Wednesday  8:00  P.M*.  Buffalo  Museum  cf  Science 

October  22  -  Wednesday  8:00  P.M.  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 

Mr,  Harold  n.  Mitchell,  Speaker 
Report  on  summer  vacation  trip  cut  west 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

BUFFALO  NEW  YORK 


THE  MONTH 


October  followed  a  warm  September,  and  was  itself  unseasonably  warm  during  the 
first  seven  days.  Warblers  lingered  later  than  usual,  stragglers  being  reported 
as  late  as  the  census  on  the  19th  (see  below).  The  remainder  of  the  month  followed 
the  normal  rather  closely,  although  high  winds  were  more  frequent  than  usual.  The 
lack  of  any  cold  weather  until  the  28th  probably  accourted  for  the  delayed  arrival 
of  any  large  groups  of  the  winter  ducks,  and  for  the  relative  scarcity  of  Bonaparte’s 
Gulls,  Several  observers  reported  an  exceptionally  good  migration  of  Golden-rcrowned 
Kinglets  and  a  very  poor  showing  for  Ruby-crowns* 

"N0TE7/0RTHY  RECORDS 


Double -Crested  Cormorant 


American  Bittern 
Canada  Goose 
European  'Widgeon 
Red  Headed  Duck 
Old  Squaw 

White  -winged  Scoter 


Turk-  y  Vulture 
Rou0i>-1  egged  Hawk 
Bald  Eagle 

Duck  Hawk 
Pigeon  Hawk 
Florida  Gallinule 
Black-bellied  Plover 

Lesser  Yellow -legs 
Baird's  Sandpiper 
Red-backed  Sandpiper 

Semi-palmated  Sandpiper 
Sanderling 


Oct,  2  1 

"  7  1 

ll  19  t; 
ll 


It 

II 

It 

ll 


II 

ll 


2 

1 

2 


"  21  (L) 

"  2  (L) 

11  19 


"  20  (L)  2 


Mohawk  Point,  Ont*  (Burt  Wright) 

Buffalo  Harbor  (Beardslee) 

Mohawk  Pt.  Ont.  (Doyle,  Murphy) 

1  Allegany  St,  Park  (Vaughan,  Verrill) 

Delaware  Park  Lake  (McDonald  rep,  Mitchell) 
Grand  Island  (Mitchell) 

South  Buffalo  Harbor  (Bert  Wright) 

200  Ft.  Erie,  Ont.  (Bert  Wright) 

16  Port  Colbourne,  Ont.  (Bert  Wright) 

3  Grand  Island  (Mitchell) 

Grand  Island  (Byron) 

East  Aurora  (Yfild) 

Frai klinville  (Vaughan,  Verrill) 

Mohawk  Pt.  Ont.  (Bert  Wright) 

Perry  (Mrs.  E.  V.  Smith) 

Cambria  (Beardslee) 

Coast  Guard  Station  (Beardslee) 

Bond  Lake  (Thorpe  et  al) 

Many  records  from  Canadian  Shore  &  Goat 
Island  (by  many  menbers) 

Grand  Island  (Mitch  ell ) 

Erie  Beach,  Ont.  (Bert  Wright) 

Many  records  from  Grand  Is,  Canadian  Shore 
&  Niagara  Falls 
Grand  Island  (B.  Wright) 

Many  records  from  Erie  Beach,  Canadian 
shore,  Grand  Is.  &  Niagara  Falls  by  many 
members • 
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For  ster’s  Tern  0ct.2G  1 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  "  7  1  (L) 


Earn  Owl 
Screech  Owl 

Great  Horned  Owl 
Short- eared  Owl 


"  5  1  (F) 

«  19  &  29  1 
"  20  1 
"  11  1 
"  25  1 


Ruby- throated  Hummingbird  " 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  " 

Phoebe  " 

Roug h-wi ng e  d  Swallow  1 ' 

Prairie  Marsh  Wren  " 

Brown  Thrasher  11 

01ive4*backed  Thrush  11 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush  " 

Northern  Shrike  11 

Migrant  (?)  Shrike  " 

Red-eyed  Vireo  " 

Philadelphia  Vireo  " 

Orange— crowned  Warbler 
Nashville  Warbler  " 

Cape  May  Warbler  " 

Black- throated  Blue  Warbler  11 
Black- throated  Green  Warbler * 

Blackburnian  Warbler  " 

Chestnut- sided  Warbler 
Bay-breasted  Warbler  " 

Blackpoll  Warbler  " 

Western  Palm.  Warbler  " 

Oven  Bird  " 

Northern  Yellow-throat 
Redstart  11 

Cardinal  " 

Pine  Siskin  14 

Red-eyed  Towhee  " 

Vesper  Sparrow  " 

White— thro ated  Sparrow  ' 

Fox  Sparrow 

Snowr  Bunting  1 
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(L) 

13 
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11 
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(L 
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100 (L) 

2 

1 

(L 

13 

1 

(L) 

6 

1 

(L) 

1 

1 

(L) 

25 

12 

1 

1 

as 

7 

1 

(L) 

6 

1 

(L) 

11 

1 

(L) 

13 

1 

(L) 

5  1  (L) 
5  1  (L) 
5  1  (L) 
1 

4  1  (L) 

4  2  (L) 

3  1  (L) 

5  3  (L) 

6  1  (L 

5  1  (L) 

6  1  (L) 

5  1  (L) 

13  1 

1 

4  6 

11  4 

26  7  (L) 

31  4 


25  6 

26  130 


Ft.  of  Ferry  St.  (Mitchell ) 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont.  (Mitchell,  Mr.  & 

Mrs.  Hendricks) 

Youngstown  (Thorpe  et  al) 

Angola  (Dolores  Jamieson) 

Gainesville  (Mrs.  E.  V.  Smith) 

(Very  light  colored)  Lowbanks ,0nt.  (Earner) 
Spring  &  Genesee  St.  Brought  to  museum 
with  broken  wing  (Thorpe) 

Del.  ware  Park  (Zollitsch  rep.  Mitchell) 
Forest  Lawn  (Mrs.  F.  G.  Smith) 

Rock  House  Pt.  Ont.  (Doyle,  Murphy) 

Grand  Island  (Bert  Wright) 

Sinking  Ponds  (Mabel  James) 

Forest  Lawn  (Mrs.  F.  G.  Smith) 

Tifft  Street  (Beardslee) 

Forest  Lawn  (Mrs,  F,  G.  Smith) 

Allegany  State  Park  (Vaughan,  Verrill) 
Ridgeway,  Ont,  (Doyle,  Murphy) 

Delaware  Park  (Mrs.  F.  G.  Smith) 

Forest  Lawn  (Mrs.  F.  G.  Smith) 

Far  est  Lawn  "  "  " 

it  ii  ii  ii  ii 

DeL  aware  Park  (Mitchell) 

Wilson  (Thorpe) 

Delaware  Park  (Mitchell 
Wilson  (Thorpe) 

Silver  Bay,  Ont.  (Mabel  James) 

Gainesville  (Mrs.  E*  V.  Smith) 

Niagara  Falls  (Beardslee) 

Forest  Lawn  (Mitchell) 

Tifft  Street  (Beardslee) 

Delaware  Park  (Mitchell) 

Tifft  Street  (Beardslee) 

Wilson  (Thorpe,  Anderle) 

Main  St.  at  Kensington  (Herndon) 
regularly  at  E.  Aurora  (Wild) 

Sinking  Pond  (Wild) 

Rock  House  Pt.,  Ont.  (Doyle,  Murphy) 
Franklinville  (Vaughan,  Verrill) 

Forest  Lawn  (Mrs.  F.  G.  Smith) 

Many  records  from  Forest  Lawn,  Holland  and 
Franklinville  by  many  members. 

Long  Beach  ,  Ont,  (Bert  Wright) 

Rose  Pt.  Ont.  (Murphy) 


FALL  DUCK  CENSUS  -  October  19,  1941 
Leader  -  C.  S.  Beardslee 


Territory  covered  and  observers 

A  Canadian  Shore,  Fort  Erie  to  Crystal  Beach  (Mrs.  Kelly,  leader,  Mrs.  Hickman, 

Mrs.  Mansfield) 

B  Canadian  Shore,  Port  Colborne  to  Port  Maitland  (Mitchell,  leader,  Doyle) 

C  Grand  Island,  south  half.  (Klepfer  and  museum  class) 

D  Grand  Island,  north  half.  (Vaughan,  leader,  Beardslee) 

E  Niagara  Falls  to  Youngstown  (Herndon,  leader;  Herndon,  Jr(j  A  &  H  Wander) 

G  Niagara  River,  American  Side,  Tifft  St.  to  Niagara  Falls  (Thorpe,  leader, ALmendii 
H  Chestnut  Ridge,  Emery  Park  (T.  Kelly) 
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I  Lake  Ontario,  Lakeside  to  Wilson  (Somerside) 

J  Lake  Ontario,  Charlotte  to  Pt.  Breeze  (Ulrich’s) 

K  Cuba,  Rushford,  Silver  Lakes  (Bert  &  Bartlett  Wright) 

M  Zoar  Valley  (Brettles) 

N  Niagara  River,  Canadian  Side  (Tilley,  leader,  King,  Domres) 

0  Crystal,  Lime,  Java  Lakes  (Wins hips ) 

P  Lake  Erie  Shore,  Buffalo  to  Dunkirk  (Smiths,  Leaders,  Eschlmen,  Anderle) 

0  Sinking  Ponds  (Schwenger) 

R  East  Aurora  (Wild) 

S  Chautauqua  Lake  to  Barcellona  (Beal) 

T  Bataivia  and  Leroy  (Pixley) 

U  Oak  Orchard  (Ecklers) 

F  —  First  Migrant  L  —  Last  Migrant 

Loon  8  (B,D,I);  Horned  Grebe  15  F,  Pied-billed  Grebe  133;  D.C.  Cormorant  1  (A); 

Great  Blue  Heron  IP;  Black-crowned  Night  Heron  1  (U)  L,  Amer.  Bittern  3  (D,E,S); 
Canada  Goose  932;  Mallard  479;  R.  L.  &  Com*  Black  Duck  1350,  European  Widgeon  F  1 
(D);  Baldpate  244,  Pintail  168,  Greerv-winged  Teal  7  (E),  Blue-winged  Teal  11 
(E,K,S);  Shoveller  2  (E,J);  Wood  Duck  21  (D);  Redhead*  (S);  Ring-necked  Duck  F  * 

(S);  Canvasback  F  13*  (G,  S);  Greater  &  Lesser  Scaup*  92,  Golden-eye  F  2  (I); 

Bufflehead  F  5*  (B,S);  White—' winged  Scoter  60  F  (J,N);  Surf.  Scoter  FI  (J); 

Ruddy  Duck  F  1  (T);  Hooded  Merganser  F*  (S);  Amer.  Merganser  2  (A,K);  Red-breasted 
Merganser  29,  Turkey  Vulture  5  (I);  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  1  (A);  Cooper’s  Hawk  4, 
Red-tailed  Hawk  11,  Red-shouldered  Hawk  1  (U);  Rough-legged  Hawk  FI  (D);  Marsh 
Hawk  16,  Sparrow  Hawk  16,  Ruffed  Grouse  1  (U);  Pheasant  261,  Sora  2  (D,S);  Coot  74* 
(D,J,S);  Semi-palma ted  Plover  4  (A,B);  Killdeer  145,  Black-bellied  Plover  34  (A,B,E). 
Wilson’s  Snipe  6  (A,D);  Spotter  Sandpiper  L  1  (U);  Solitary  Sanderling  L  1  (U); 
Greater  Yellowlegs  93,  Lesser  Yellowlegs  9  (C,  T);  Pectoral  Sandpiper  L  14  (E); 
White-rumped  Sandpiper  F  17  (B,  C);  Red-backed  Sandpiper  F  45  (B,A,C);  Semi- 
palmated  Sandpiper  3  (C,  E);  Sanderling  107,  Gt.  Black-backed  Gull  F  2  (B); 

Herring  Gull  1353,  Ring-billed  Gull  1533;  Bonaparte’s  Gull  8  (A,G);  Common  Tern  132 
Mourning  Dove  4  (A,D);  Barn  Owl  2  (E);  Barred  Owl  1  (U);  Kingfisher  10,  Flicker  6, 
Red-bellied  Woodpecker  1  (T);  Red-headed  Woodpecker  7  (E,Q);  Hairy  Woodpecker  8,  _ 
Downy  Woodpecker  42,  P.  Horned  Lark  38,  Blue  Jay  47,  Crow  792,  Chickadee  283,  White— 
br.  Nuthatch  38,  Red-br.  Nuthatch  9  (B,P);  Brown  Creeper  26,  House  Wren  L  1  (A); 
Winter  Wren  1  (N);  Catbird  L  1  (B);  Robin  560,  Hermit  Thrush  11,  Bluebird  219, 
Golden-cr.  Kinglet  193,  Ruby-cr.  Kinglet  25,  Pipit  21  (A,B,D);  Cedar  Waxwing  106, 
Starling  3498,  Blue-headed  Vireo  L2  (B,K);  Parula  Warbler  L  2  (G);  Magnolia  Warbler 
L  2  (A,R);  Myrtle  Warbler  45,  English  Sparrow  2263,  Meadowlark  46,  Red-wing  2529 
(2000  H);  Rusty  Blackbird  21  (I,  T);  Bronzed  Grackle  120,  Cowbird  523  (454  D); 

Purple  Finch  8  (B,N);  Common  Redpoll  F  5  (J);  Goldfinch  428?  Savannah  Sparrow  L  3(D) 
Vesper  Sparrow  166;  Junco  914,  Tree  Sparrow  144,  Chipping  Sparrow  21  L  (K);  Field 
sparrow  15  L,  White-crowned  Sparrow  11  L  (D,  I,  K);  White-throated  Sparrow  50, 

Swamp  Sparrow  22,  Song  Sparrow  189,  Snow  Bunting  F  9  (B,  J). 

*  Species  reported  without  count  by  Beal,  who  identified  the  species  but  was 
unable  to  estimate  totals  of  each,  as  most  (over  1500  ducks)  were  too  far  off  shore 
to  be  recognized* 

Total  112  qpecies,  20,781  individuals.  This  compares  with  94  species,  19,240  in¬ 
dividuals  counted  on  October  20,  1940. 

NOTES  ON  THE  CENSUS:  In  addition  to  the  species  listed  above,  Mitchell  and  Doyle 
reported  a  (probable)  Duck  Hawk  (seen  flying  directly  away,  too  far  off  for 
positive  identification);  Vaughan  and  Beardslee  observed  a  (probable)  Bald  Eagle 
(soaring  at  a  great  distance);  and  Vaughan  and  Beardslee  also  flushed  a  (probable) 
Nelson’s  Sparrow  at  end  of  Buckhorn  Island  (fleeting  glimpse  showed  typical  mark¬ 
ings  of  back,  but  face  not  seen,  and  a  half-hour  q?  ent  trying  to  find  the  bird  again 
in  the  marsh  grass  was  fruitless.  Wright,  at  same  spot  on  the  following  day, 
observed  a  sparrow  which  he  believes  was  the  same  bird,  but  he  also  had  only  a  glimpse 
of  it).  In  general  geese  and  the  "dabbling/1  ducks  were,  with  hardly  an  exception, 
considerably  more  numerous  than  in  1940,  while  the  diving  ducks  were,  also  with 
almose  no  exception,  scarcer. 


The  presence  of  Herring  Gulls  in  numbers  equal  to  the  Ring— bills  was  difficult  to 
understand  in  such  a  mild  season,  while  the  count  of  only  eight  Bonaparte’s  Gulls 
in  our  entire  territory  was  amazing,  even  though  the  species  is  always  scarcer  in 
October  than  in  the  preceding  and  following  months.  Lack  of  cool  weather  did  not 
delay  the  southward  movement  of  Snow  Buntings,  which  we  hardly  expected  to  find  this 
year  as  early  as  the  19th,  -  nor  of  the  little  group  of  Redpolls  which  broke  our 
all-time  record  by  seven  days.  The  weather  was  rainy  in  the  early  part  of  the  day, 
but  cleared  nicely  and  was  good  "birding"  weather  thereafter  in  most  districts. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winship ,  however, reported  a  fog  so  heavy  that  they  had  to  drive  with 
their  lights  on,  and  were  unable  to  see  across  little  Crystal  Lake. 

NOT  E~~S 

"The  Bulletin  of  New  England  Bird  Life"  again  is  chock 
full  of  interesting  reports.  Advice-  that  “news  comes  from  the  St.  Lawrence 

valley  of  a  Canada  Ja^  invasion"  should  put  us  on  the  watch  for  the  species  here. 

We  have  no  certain  record  for  our  territory.  Outstanding  records  for  September 
include  Booby  (sp.?),  Franklin’s  Gull,  Little  Gull,  and  Yellow-headed  Blackbird, 

We  in  western  New  York  have  envied  those  observers  who  live  near  Hawk  Mountain, 
but  mo w  make  a  respectful  bow  to  Massachusetts’  Mount  Tom,  which  is  no  mean  spot 
to  visit  during  the  hawk  migration,  as  witness  the  report  of  510  Broad-winged  Hawks 
counted  there  on  September  19th.  We  pause  to  compliment  the  list’s  editor  on  his 
job  of  winnowing  the  tremendous  volume  of  records  he  receives,  his  wisdom  in 
handling  the  difficult  job  of  censorship,  and  his  justifiable  hesitation  in 
accepting  records  of  the  two  Scaups,  the  three  (?)  Dowitchers,  the  little  Flycatchers 
the  Pine  Warbler,  and  the  two  Palm,  Warblers  from  any  but  the  most  experienced 
observers.  A  list  which  includes  only  a  few  "sour"  records  becomes  in  its 
entirety  unreliable  as  a  future  guide  and  reference. 

We  quote  from  the  last  paragraph  of  the' 'New  England  Bulletin" :  As  this  goes  to 
press  we  have  evidence  of  an  unusual  Snowy  Owl  flight  which  may  reach  true  ’invasion’ 
proportions".  We  ourselves  already  have  received  two  records  of  Snowy  Owls,  one 
from  T.  L.  Bourne  at  Silver  Creek  in  late  October,  and  one  from  the  Lake  Ontario 
shore  just  west  of  the  Genesee  river,  and  urge  our  observers  to  watch  carefully 
for  the  bird  during  the  coming  months. 

Records  from  the  Burroughs— Audubon  Nature  club  of  Rochester  include:1 
Week  ending  Oct*  12:  Caspian  Tern,  Wood  Thrush*  Prothonotary  Warbler*,  Cerulean 
Warbler*,  and  Pine  Siskin. 

Week  ending  Oct.  17:  Golden  Plover,  Eastern  Dowitcher,  and  Long-billed  Dowitcher* 
Week  ending  Oct.  24:  Rough-legged  Hawk,  Humming  bird*,  Barn  Swallow*  and  Cliff  Swal¬ 
low*. 

Week  ending  Oct.  31:  Bald  Eagle,  Purple  Finch,  Pine  Grosbeak*  and  Pine  Siskin. 

(A  suggestion  -  we  believe  the  species  marked  *  above  are  of  significance 

sufficient  to  warrant  amplification  of  the  records). 

Of  significance  to  our  local  members  is  the  finding  on  Nov,  14th  of  a  group  of 
8  purple  Sandpipers  on  the  Canadian  shore  just  east  of  the  boat  landing  at 
Crystal  Beach,  the  largest  number  of  the  several  recent  reports  for  that  bird. 


MEETING  of  October  22,  1941 


At  this  meeting,  Harold  D.  Mitchell  showed  pictures  he  took  and  told  of  his  trip 
to  the  Pacific  coast  during  the  past  summer.  The  president  announced  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  following  committees:  Program,  Winston  Brockner,  Chairman,  William 
Vaughan,  Ada  Stanley,  Heather  Thorpe;  Membership:  Dr,  Lee  Herndon,  Chairman, 

Clark  Beardslee,  and  Mrs.  Creighton.  Mrs.  Mary  G.  Thompson  of  Castile  was 
elected  a  corresponding  member. 

MEETINGS s  Nov.  26  Wed.  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  Humboldt  Room 

"Birds  of  Jasper  National  Park"  by  Miss  Mildred  Baker 
Dec.  10  Wed.  Plans  for  Christmas  Bird  Census  Ray  M.  Verrill,  Leader. 
Dec.  24  No  meeting. 


FIELD  TRIPS.*  Dec.  7  !  Sun*  Willoughby  Marsh,  Canada 

Meet  Busti  Ave.  entrance  to  Peace  Bridge 
8:15  A.M.  Leader:  E.  Ulrich  -  Pa.  8896 
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Published  monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

BUFFALO  KE.i  YORK 


THE  MONTH 


November  was  exceptionally  warm  and  windy.  In  fact,  only  three  Novembers  in  the 
past  sixty  years  have  been  as  warm  (44°  mean)  and  none  has  been  so  windy  (£1  mph 
average).  The  consistently  high  temperatures  further  delayed  the  arrival  of  our 
winter  duck  population,  hunters  generally  reporting  poor  gunning  on  the  river.  The 
wind  had  no  obvious  effect  on  bird  movements.  While  the  Little  Gull,  Franklin’s  Gull 
and  Parasitic  Jaeger  were  reported  soon  after  the  high  winds  of  the  7th  and  8th 
(over  50  mph  both  days),  that  wind  was  from  the  south  west,  and  would  hardly  account 
for  the  presence  of  any  except  possibly  the  Franklin’s  Gull.  Several  observers  re¬ 
ported  an  unusually  large  wave  of  Chickadees.  Particularly  noticable  during  the 
warm  days  following  the  15th  (the  19th  had  a  mean  temperature  of  63°  above  normal  , 
which  is  £5°  above  normal),  but  continuing  in  lesser  degree  throughout  the  rest  of 
the  month,  Chickadees  could  be  beard  everywhere  in  Buffalo’s  residential  districts, 
and  were  also  more  abundant  than  usual  in  the  woods. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Whistling  Swann 


Snow  Goose 
Blue  Goose 

Gadwall 


Nov.  £ 


£  (F) 
Oct. 29(F) 
Nov.  £ 


53  Buffalo  Harbor  (Doyle,  Murphy) 

£  Ft*  Erie,  Ont.  (Savage,  Mitchell) 

6  Shadigee,  Lake, Ont.  (Klepfer  et  al) 
1  Beaver  Island  (Herndon  et  al 
1  Dunkirk  (Bourne) 

1  Beaver  Is.  (Herndon  et  al) 

4  Hyde  Park  (Klepfer  et  al) 


Green-winged  Teal 
Blue-winged  Teal 
Shoveller 
Yfood  Duck 

White-winged  Scoter 
Surf  Scoter 


Baldpate  Flock  of  about  150  at  Hyde  Park  all  month  (Many  members) 

Nov.  £  £5  Gainesville  (Mrs. E.  V.  Smith) 

"  3  or  4  at  Goat  Island  all  during  Nov.  (many  members ) 

"  ££  3  Burnt ship  Creek  (Doyle,  Murphy) 

£  6  Gainesville  (Mrs.  E.  V.  Smith) 

1  £  Burntship  Creek  ( Vaughan, Verrill, Miss  James 

£  (L)  1  00  (Klepfer  et  al) 

Many  records  from  Canadian  Shore,  Nia. Falls, 
&  Niagara  River  by  many  members. 

£9  7  Dunkirk  (Bourne) 

£  £  Buff  lo  Harbor  (Dovle,  Murphy) 

9  5  Grand  Island  (Mitchell,  Ulrich) 

Hooded  Merganser  Group  of  10  or  1£  in  Burntship  Creek  all  during  Nov.  (Many  members ) 
Turkey  Vulture  Nov.  3  (L)  1  Forest  Lawn  Cem.  (Mrs.  F.  G.  Smith) 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk  "  £4  1  Wilson  (Doyle) 

tailed  Hawk  Reported  regularly  from  Grand  Is.  Canadian  Shore,  and  other  places 
all  during  November. 

1  Letchworth  Park 
1  E.  of  Youngstown 
1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 


Oct. 

Nov. 

n 


Red—  should ered  Hawk 
Marsh  Hawk 


Pigeon  Hawk 


Nov.  15 
"  £4 

"  30 

"  13 


(Mabel  James) 

, Doyle ) 

( Thorpe  et  al) 
,  Doyle ) 


Ruffed  Grouse 
European  Partridge 
Sera  Rail 

Semi-p  alma  ted  Plover 
Killdeer 

Black-  bellied  Plover 


Wilson's  Snipe 

Greater  Yellow-legs 
Purple  Sandpiper 


Red-backed  Sandpiper 
Sanderling 
Parasitic  Jaeger 

Gr .Black-backed  Gulls 

Franklin's  Gull 
Little  Gull 
Forster's  Tern 

Common  Tern 
Great  Horned  Owl 


Snowy  Owl 


Long-4-eared  Owl 

Short-eared  Owl 
Belted  Kingfisher 
Pileated  Woodpecker 
Blue  Bird 
Hermit  Thrush 
Pipit 

Redwing 

Rusty  Blackbird 

Bronzed  Grackle 
Cowbird 

Cardinal 


Pine  Grosbeach 


Nov* 


8 

n 

O 

2  (L) 

2  (L) 
30  (L) 


II 

2 

II 

22 

(L) 

II 

21 

(L) 

II 

2 

(F) 

II 

9 

II 

9 

It 

9 

It 

10 

II 

13 

II 

18 

tl 

21-27 

II 

29 

-  u: 

II 

30 

U) 

It 

30 

(L) 

tl 

11 

II 

12 

II 

10 

(F) 

II 

10 

(F) 

It 

1 

It 

12 

(L) 

II 

16 

(L) 

II 

21 

II 

28 

II 

29 

Oct, 

,29 

(F) 

Nov, 

»17 

ti 

18 

it 

24 

ii 

24 

ii 

26 

it 

4 

it 

5 

it 

24 

ii 

30 

M 

8 

II 

13 

(L) 

II 

8 

(L) 

II 

13 

It 

14 

U) 

1 

20 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

6 

6 

8 

3 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 


Letchworth  Park  (Mabel  James) 

Concord  (Somerside) 

Hyde  Park  (Herndon  et  al) 

Thunder  Bay,  Ont.  (Doyle,  Murphy ) 

Tifft  St.  (Helen  Dorman) 

Reported  regularly  from  Canadian  shore  all 
month  and  on  the  9th  and  11th  from  Goat  Is* 
(many  members ) 

Grand  Island  (Savage,  Mitchell) 

Ft.  of  Sheridan  Drive  (Doyle,  Murphy) 
Crescent  Beach,  Ont*  (Doyle) 

(collected)  Crystal  Beach,  Ont.  (Savage, 
mitchell,  Doyle,  Murphy) 

Crystal  Beach,  Ont.  (Doyle) 

Crystal  Beach,  Ont.  (Burt  Wright) 

Goat  Island  (Klepfer  et  al) 


Crystal  Beach  , 
Crystal  Beach, 
Crystal  Beach, 
Crystal  Beach 
Crystal  Beach 
Crystal  Beach, 


Ont.  (Burt  Wright) 
Ont.  (Doyle) 

Ont,  (Burt  Wright) 
(many  members) 
(Doyle,  Murphy) 

Ont.  (Thorpe  et  al) 


Imm, 

it 


(Dark  phase)  Bird  Is.  (Beardslee) 

"  (collected)  Bird  Is • (Mite he] 

Several  individuals  reported  from  Niagara  Falls 
and  Lake  Ontario  by  many  members 
1  (collected)  Bird  Is.  (Mitchell,  Beardslee) 

1  (collected)  Bird  Is.  "  " 

1  Fto  of  Ferry  St.  (Mitchell) 

1  Ft.  of  Ferry  St,  " 

3  Bird  Island  (Mitchell,  Doyle) 

1  Crescent  Beach,  Ont,  (Doyle) 

1  Long  Beach,  Ont.  (Doyle) 

2  Grand  Is.  (Mitchell,  Vaughan,  Almendinger) 

1  Silver  Creek  (Bourne) 

1  Windmill  Pt.  Out.  (Doyle) 

1  near  Wilson  (Eames ) 

Several  reports  by  lesidents  along  Lake  Ontario 

(Doyle) 

E.  of  Youngstown  (Doyle) 

Fillmore  &  Kensington  Aves.  (Eames) 

Lincoln  Park  (Anderle ) 

l»  II  II 

Wilson  (Doyle) 

Cozy  Dell  (  .Niagara  River) (Thorpe  et  al) 
Dunkirk  (Miss  Schober) 

100  Pt.  Abino,  Ont*  (Doyle) 

1  Letchworth  Park  (Mabel  James) 

2  Ft,  Abino,  Ont*  (Doyle) 

2  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont.  (Doyle) 

Reported  regularly  all  during  Nov.  with  la  rgest  flock  500 
at  Rode  house  Pt,  Ont*  Nov.  14  (Doyle) 

Nov.  2  100  Grand  Is.  (Herndon  et  al) 

"  9  (L)  1  Grand  Is.  (Mitchell,  Ulrich) 

"  21  (L)  1  Ridgeway  Ont,  (Doyle) 

Reported  regularly  all  during  November  with  largest  flock 
200  at  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont.  Nov.  14  (Doyle) 

Nov. 14  2  Port  Colborne,  Ont.  (Doyle) 

"  19  2  Brock's  Monument  (Thorpe  et  al) 

"  22  1  Wingate  Ave.,  (Mrs.  Mansfield) 

"  27  1  Youngstown  (Beardslee) 

"  16  (F)  3  Delaware  Park  (McDonald,  Zollitsch  rep.Mitchel 


1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


2 


•V 


« 


*  • 


' 


Cr  mi  Redpoll 

Oct.,  25 

1 

Nov. 29 

36 

"  30 

25 

"  30 

25 

Pine  Siskin 

"  2 

150 

Red-eyed  Towhee 

"  30 

Vesper  Sparrowr 

11  2 

3 

"  13 

(L) 

1 

White- thr •  Sp  arrow 

""  14 

(L) 

2 

Fox  Sparrow- 

"  3 

(L) 

1 

Snow  Bunting 

Reported 

re£ 

Forest  Lawn  Cem.  (Mrs.  F.  G.  Smith) 
Chestnut  Ridge  Park  (Bourne) 

Cemetary  E.  of  Youngstown  (Ulrich  et  al) 
Wilson  Cemetary  (Klepfer  et  al) 
Gainesville  (Mrs.  E*  V.  Smith) 

E*  of  Youngstown  (Ulrich  et  al) 

Grand  Island  (Herndon  et  al) 

Pt.  Abino,  Ont.  (Doyle) 

Port  Colb or ne ,  Ont.  (Doyle) 

Forest  Lawn  (Mrs.  F.  G.  Smith) 


a  great  many  different  places.  Largest  flock  200  at 
Shadigee  Nov.  2,  (Klepfer  et  al). 


The  Yellow— billed  Cuckoo  in  the  November  issue  should  have  been  printed  /Sept, 7" 
rather  than  ‘’Oct.  7".  This  was  the  only  September  record  included  in  the  last  issue. 


Total  species  thru  Oct.  31  -  250 

New  during  November  _ 4  (Snow  Goose,  Franklin's  Gull,  Little  Gull,  Pine 

Total  year  to  date  254  /Grosbeak) 


NOTES 


We  were  pleased  to  hear  from  Ralph  and  Dorothy  Lewis  who  are  now  installing 
tempoary  museum  facilities  in  the  .Riverfront  I...  emorial  and  arranging  a  program  of 
public  tours  and  lectures  near  St.  Louis.  Their  address  is  511  Newport  Ave., 

Webster  Groves,  Mo. 

While  at  Craig  Field,  Selma,  Ala.,  Jerry  Rogers  found  time  to  collect  what  may  be 
the  first  specimen  of  ARKANSAS  KINGBIRD  for  Alabama. 

THE  BULLETIN  of  NEW  ENGLAND  BIRD  LIFE  reports  many  late  stragglers  as  well  as  an 
astonishing  variety  of  early  arrivals.  The  Snowy  Owl  movement,  previously  referred 
to,  did  not  by  mid  November  reach  the  great  increase  expected  during  really  heavy 
flight  years.  Rarities  for  October  included  Black  Gyrfalcon  at  Monomoy,  Raven  at 
Mt.  Tom,  Prothonotary  Warbler  on  Oct.  9  at  Springfield,  and  Blue  Grosbeak  at 
Monomoy  Oct.  13.  A  Black-headed  Gull  was  noted  at  Newburyport  Oct.  12,  the  earliest 
arrival  of  its  seven  winter  visitations  there. 

Records  from  the  Burroughs  Audubon  Nature  Club  of  Rochester  include1. 

Week  ending  Nov.  7"  Harlequin  Duck,  The  following  week"  Gadwall,  Turkey  Vulture, 

S no  wry  Owl  and  Red  Crossbill.  Week  ending  Nov.  28  Semi-palmated  Plover,  Parula 
Warbler 9  Redpoll,  and  White-winged  Crossbill. 

H.  D.  Mitchell 

Mr.  Burt  Wright  states  that  Mike  Huppuck,  the  taxidermist,  told  him  today  that 
already  16  Snowy  Owls  have  been  brought  in  to  him  during  the  past  few  weeks  for 
mounting.  However,  in  one  year,  possibly  1926,  he  received  a  total  of  155  that 
winter.  H.  D.  M. 

The  two  reports  following  are  typical  of  many  received  during  the  month- 
For  the  past  3  weeks  or  so  Chickadees  reported  all  over  Buffalo  and  vicinity  in 
numbers  greater  than  I  can  recall  at  any  previous  time.  H.  D.  Mitchell 

Chickadees  very  common  all  fall.  Never  seen  here  in  Humboldt  Park  in  such 
numbers  as  this  year.  Common  all  over  according  to  many  reports  I  have  heard. 

H.  Thorpe 

The  cold  -weather  of  the  past  week  has  accomplished  what  we  have  tried  to  do  for  the 
past  few  wreeks,  that  is  to  get  the  Mallard  ducks  from  Delaware  Park  Lake  into  the 
Forest  Lawn  Cemetary.  Don  Zoberst  had  earlier  succeeded  in  placing  about  a  dozen 
of  the  birds  in  the  cemetary,  but  even  by  changing  the  feeding  locations  the  main 
body  still  remained  in  Park  Lake.  On  December  12  ,  the  whole  lake  was  frozen  over, 
and  on  that  aay  Mar.  Vernon  L.  Thompson  reported  the  forty-eight  of  the  Mallards 
were  feeding  on  the  island  where  a  shelter  has  been  prepared  for  them  for  the 
winter.  Food  will  be  acceptable  and  may  be  left  by  members  or  others  at  the 
office  of  the  Forest  Lawn  Cemetary, 
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E.  C,  Ulrich 


ANNUAL  CHRISTMAS  CENSUS 


The  annual  Christmas  Cei  sus  will  be  taken  on  Sunday  Dec,  21  and  as  usual  will 
center  on  Grand  Island.  We  have  again  secured  the  use  of  the  town  hall  on  Grand  Is. 
and  will  meet  there  at  1  P.M.  for  lunch.  Mr.  Ray  Verrill  has  accepted  leadership 
and  has  planned  the  following  territories  and  leaders: 

1  Buffalo  harbor,  Canadian  shore  of  Niagara  River,  Goat  Island  and  Niagara  Falls: 

James  Savage 

2  Forest  Lawn,  Delaware,  Lincoln  and  Sheridan  Parks,  Seven  Mile  Creek  and 

intervening  areas:  Winston  Brockner 

3  American  Shore  -  Ferry  St.  to  Niagara  Falls:  Harold  D.  Mitchell 

4  Willoughby  Marsh  -  Dr.  Lee  Herndon 

5  Beaver  Island  Park:  Ward  Klepfer 

6  Beaver  Island  Park  to  Love  Road  and  Baseline  Road  to  "Test  River:  Mrs. Richard  Mad¬ 

ison 

7  Love  Rd.  to  Whitehaven  Rd.  &  Base  Line  Rd.  to  West  River:  Francis  Tilley 

8  White  Haven  Rd.  to  Long  Rd.  &  Base  Line  Rd.  West  River:  Mrs  .Kelly  &  Mrs  .Mansfield 

9  Long  Rd.  North  and  including  Buckhorn  Is.:  E.  Ulrich 

10  North  of  Bedell  &  Ransom  Rds.  to  Long  Rd.  and  Baseline  Rd.  to  East  River: 

Clair  Somersides 

11  White  Haven  Rd.  to  Ransom  Rd.  and  Baseline  Rd,  to  East  River:  James  Creighton 

12  Love  Rd.  to  White  Haven  Rd.  &  Baseline  Rd.  to  East  River:  Heather  Thorpe 

13  Love  Rd.  South  to  Beaver  Island  Park  &  Baseline  Rd.  to  East  River VClark  Beardslee 

• 

All  members  are  asked  to  take  a  part  in  this  census  and  may  allign  themselves  with 
any  of  the  leaders  for  the  different  territories.  Mr.  Verrill  can  also  place  them  in 
territories  still  unassigned.  Any  records  from  within  s  even  and  one-half  miles  of  the 
center  of  Grand  Island  can  be  counted  on  the  census  and  will  be  gladly  received  by 
the  leaders.  To  avoid  duplication,  be  sure  to  state  the  locality  of  your  record. 

Send  all  of  your  records  on  our  regular  check  list  sheets  to  Ray  Verrill,  332  Sterling 
Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  DElaware  5105.  To  pay  for  the  additional  space  required  in 
printing  the  records  in  /BIRD  LORE"  all  participants  are  asked  to  give  the  sum  of 
ten  cents. 


MEETING  November  12 

At  this  neeting,  William  Vaughan  told  of  the  conditions  in  the  White  Mountains  of 
New  Hampshire.  His  talk,  illustrated  with  pictures,  dealt  with  the  geology,  birds 
and  plants  of  that  area. 


MEETING  November  26 

The  president  appointed  the  following  committes  to  serve  for  the  coming  year. 
Executive:  Benjamin  Wins hip,  Dr.  Lee  Herndon 

Conservation:  James  Creighton,  Chairman,  Tom  Kelly,  Mildred  Baker,  Hardold  D. Mitchell 
Publicity:  Clark  Beardslee,  Chairman,  Ward  Klepfer,  Mrs.  Hickman 

Council  of  Scientific  Societies  of  Western  New  York;  Winston  Brockner,  Heather  Thorpe 
Conservation  Forum:  Marie  Wendling 
House  Committee:  Alfred  Wander 

Miss  Mildred  Baker  rounded  out  the  meeting  with  a  talk  and  pictures  of  a  trip 
across  the  divide  in  Jasper  Park. 
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Lbale  in  Peterborough,  Ontario,  this  Thanksgiving, 
to  another  bird  enthusiast,  Mr .  Alex  Kay,  who  for  thi 


x 

won  Un.-*  Canadian  Bur 
observing  birds  in  th 


^au  of  Mines  and  Resources. 


I  had  the  pleasure  of  talking 
thirty  years  has  been  connected 
During  this  time,  Mr.  Kay  has  been 


it  region,  lecturing  and  sending  in  his  reports  to  Ottawa  for 


ccmjvLiatiom  He  told  me  that  in  Canada  each  Mounted  Police,  and  each  Hudson’s  Bay 
factor  was  also  an  observer  for  the  Canadian  government,  sending  in  records  of 
ge- logic,  botanical  and  ornithological  importance  to  Ottawa,  thus  adding  continually 
to  tne  ever-increasing  pile  of  data  concerning  the  natural  history  of  that  vast 


count ry 


It  was  interesting,  in  view  of  the  recent  records  of  Canada  Jays  from  Hamilton, 
Ontario,  and  from  the  Bulletin  of  New  England  Bird  Life,  that  while  on  a  trip 
earlier  this  month  to  the  Haliburton  region,  north  of  Peterborough,  Mr,  Kay 
noticed  Canada  Jays  up  there  in  numbers  greeter  than  ever  before.  None,  however, 
has  ever  been  reported  for  his  territory  south  of  the  Karwatha  Lakes  and  he  was 
naturally  much  inter*. sted  in  these  other,  more  southern  reports. 

Heather  G.  Thorpe 


Dr.  E.  L.  Brere:  ton  of  Barrie  Ontario  reports  53  records  of  Canada  Jays  for  that 
section  from  Oct.  14th  to  Nov.  16th,  all  except  one  from  within  5  miles  of  Barrie. 
He  also  tells  of  five  Snowy  Owls,  numerous  Pine  Grossbeaks,  Evening  Grossbeaks,  and 
on  November  22  a  flock  of  M.  Bohemian  Waxwing s . 

E.  C.  U. 


FUTURE  EVENTS 


MEETINGS : 

~  Dec.  24  Wednesday  No  Meeting 

Jan.  14  Wednesday,  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 

Report  of  Christmas  Census,  Ray  Verrill 

Jan.  28  Wednesday,  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 

See  Jam  Prothonotary  for  speaker 


FIELD  TRIPS 

Dec.  21  Sunday  Annual  Christmas  Census  -  See  page  4 

Jan.  4  Sunday  Farks  south  of  Buffalo,  Dr.  Lee  Herndon,  Leader 

Meet  at  city  hall  at  8; 00  AiM. 

Jam  25  Sunday  Niagara  Falls,  and  River  to  Lake  Ontario  shore. 

Meeting  and  leader  in  January  issue  of  Prothonotary. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Honorary  President 
President 
Vice-President 
Treasurer 

Recording  Secretary 
Corresponding  Secretary 


James  Savage,  Buffalo  Afhletic  Club,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 
Edward  C.  Ulrich*  1S3  LaSalle  Avenue,  ” 

Ward  Klepfer*  237  Irving  Terrace,  Kenmore,  N.  Y. 
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